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CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



SOUTH CAROLINA— Continued. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 10, 1870. 

HAMPTON PAEKER (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you live in this county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I live about eight miles and a half from here, at Mr. King's place, 
below that old camp ground. 

Question. How long have you lived in this tounty. 
Ansicei'. I suppose about twenty years. 
Question. Where did you live before ? 

Answci\ I was born in the low country, and my old mas.ter moved up here. Mr. Parker 
lives out here now at Rich Hill. 

Question. What business do^ou follow ? 
An8we)\ I follow farming. 

Question. Have you land rented, or do you work on shares ? 

Answer. I am working on shares now. 

Question. Have the Ku-IQux ever been to disturb you ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When? 

Answer. I reckon it has been about two months ago, as nigh as I can get at it. 
Question. Go on and tell the committee what they did to you. 

Ansxcer. They whipped me. They came in upon me and whipped me. WTien they 
first came in they asked me who did I belong to. I told them my name was Hampton 
Parker. They said, ''Who did you belong to?" I said, "Mr. Parker I used to belong 
to, and go by the name of Hampton Parker." '' Where do you live now ? " they said. 
I said, " I am staying now at Mr. Sam. Mean's place, farming." They first asked me if 
il had a gun, and to bring out that gun. I had brought the gun out before. I had 
stepped out when I heard an owl over the fence, but that was when they came to the 
first house. I had heard an owl, and had stepped out after it. They were coming down 
the line then. I took the gun out then ; I sat it over my door ; when I came back I 
laid it in the corner of the chimney. They made such an alarm that it scared me, and 
they asked me where was the gun, and I said, " It is here." They told me to get it. 
I told them I would get it. They said, ''Get it quick." I said, "I left it lying in the 
chimney," and I went to get it, and they asked me what I was doing with it. I told 
them I had 'low'd to shoot at the owl that was going to catch the chickens. They 
said I was a d— d liar. I said no, I was not. He said, "I'm going to shoot you." I 
said, "O, no, master; I have done no harm." Says he, "I'm going to shoot you." 
Says I, "Please don't." He says, "I will do it;" and he took a pistol and rammed it 
to my breast, and said, "Do you know what this is?" J says, "Jes; I know." Jhey 
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knocked it apjainst my head. I had two pistols, one at my breast and another at my 
head. They brought in the gun ; I had it loaded ; they put it against my breast, and 
said, ''Do you know what is in that?" I said, "Yes, sir." They asked me for cart- 
ridges. I told them I knew nothing about them, for I never saw any in my life. They 
asked for my pistol. I said I never had one. They asked for a line to hang me. I 
told them 1 had no line. I had this coat lying on a stick. They dragged it down. 
'They had broken the door down. They pulled this over my head. I told him, " Master, 
I have a handkerchief in my pocket." They took that and drew it across my eyes so 
tight that they almost put my eyes out. I 'low'd that would be the last of me, though 
I was not guilty of anything. They said, " Let's go." It was just as blind as midnight 
to me, but I knew that they were neighborhood people, and God knows it. They took 
me by the arm and double-quicked me about one hundred and eighty or two hundred 
yards. I was a cripple too. They asked me what crippled me. I told them, " Driving 
the coach for my boss all the time." They said, " I will cripple you better than that. 
Hurry up, and let's go to the other company." I could not see, being blindfolded. By 
the time I got there, just in the twinkling of an eye, they had hauled off my shirt this 
side and that side, and tore it loose and took it off. They didn't give me time or wait 
for me to unbutton it ; they jerked it right off, and slipped it over my head ; and they 
hauled my suspenders over my shoulders. They got over the fence, and cut and 
handed brushes with the i^eaches and all on them ; they were young peach trees about 
,a8 big as the eu^ of my finger. Then they gave me about forty or fifty lashes that cut me 
into the flesh. I never have had such a whippiri^ since I have been a man grown ; I 
might have got it when I was a little boy, for little children have to have whippings ; 
but I have always tried to behave myself, and act like a negro ought to act, and I 
didn't think there would be ever such a time as this. I had laid out in the woods for 
months like I was a dromedary or a hog or a cow, afraid to go into the house ; that 
was hard, I think, for poor negroes ; but I knew it was neighborhood people did it. 
Question. Do you know who they were ? 

Amtcer. I could not preserve the voices at all when I was blindfolded, they were 
talking so furious. 

Question. What makes you think they were neighborhood people? 

Armver. I know it because, there has been so much riding about in the neighborhood, 
since so many of them have happened. 

Question. How were they dressed ? 

Answ€fi\ One had horns — the one that put the pistol to my breast. I was right by 
the fireplace. I was turning up my old eyes to find him out, but his voice was so 
curious I couldn't tell, and for fear I could tell him he had me blindfolded in the 
twinkling of an eye. When he got my ammunition and gun that was all they wanted. 

Question. Did they take the gun ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have never seen it since. 

Questioji. What kind of a gun was it ? 

Answe)\ It was a breech-loading gun. 

Question. Where did you get it? 

Answer. I bought it from Bill Littlejohn ; it used to belong to Mr. Littlejohn. I had 
one small gun, and we made a swap. 
Question. Was it your own gun ? 

Anmver. Yes, sir. I paid the money for the first gun, which I swapped with Bill, 
because his gun was heavier. I didn't get the gun to do any injury, and had not done 
any injury with it since. 

Question. Have you ever heard of it since that time ? 

Armcer. Not hide nor hoof of it since, nor never will under God's sunshine. 

Question. Was that all ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I will never tell no lie. 

Question. Was anybody else whipped there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; another man in my neighborhood, who is out here sitting down on 
the steps. 

Question, What is his name ? 

Anstver. Joe. He belonged to Dr. Miller, and lived up on Tiger. 

Question. Was he whipped the same night ? 

Anstcei\ Yes, sir ; and double-quicked. 

Question. Have you told all that you saw and heard ? 

Anstoer. I have told you all that I know that will justify. I didn't think no such 
thing would ever happen in our country. \ 
KQuestion. How old are you ? 

Answer. About sixty something, sir ; a poor old critter, trying to live right and do 
what is right, as near as I can, and then to be cut up without having done nothing, 
for I had done no harm. 

Question. How long have you slept out ? 

Answer, Two months. 

Question. Had. you slept out before that ? 
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Ansicor. No, sir; not until just before they come npon ns. After they killed old 
nncle Wally out there — ^'hen they had killed such an old mau as that, with a head as 
white as that i)aper, 1 didn't know how soon they might come to send me up. 

Question. Have you any family? . 

Ausim: No, sir. I have sisters and brothers. 

Quesiiou. You live hy yourself ? 

Answer. I live on Mr. Mean's place ; we are cropping together. 

I By Mr. Ste^tcnson : 

Question. How do the other colored people feel out there? 
Answer. They all have to sleep in the woods. 
Question. IIow do the white republicans feel? 

Answer. I don't know what they have to say about it. They were as much troubled 
as I was. 

Question. They were disturbed too ? 

Answer. A good many of them, I suppose, was disturbed, and a good many of them 
were as nmch disturbed as I was. I expect some of them have been here to-day. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 
Question. What white people that you know of ? 

Ansiccr. Mr. Henly, Mr. Foster, and ^Mr. Gossett, and they disturbed Mr. Bates too; 
that is as far as I know. 

Question. How do you know that all the colored people in all that whole region are 
sleeping in the woods ? 

Answer. I have heard them say so ; that they cannot rest at night. 

Question. Have you heard everybody say so f 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; several have said so. The colored x)eople have to rest in the woods. 
Question. That is not all. 

Ansjcer. No, sir; but there is not many in the neighborhood They are pretty nigh 
shuffled out of that neighborhood. 
Question. Where have they gone ? 
Answer. I "don't know. They had orders to leave. 
Question. How long have they been gone ? 

Ansicer. They have gone since the planting of the crops, and have had to leave the 
crops, I suppose, like it is in other places. 
Question. Where have they gone from ? 

Ayiswer. Several have left from Mr. Bates's place, but that is not in my neighborhood 

Question. Who left your neighborhood, and where have they gone to f 

Ansu'er. I don't know where they have gone to. 

Question. How many families have left ? 

Answei', Two families left our neighborhood. 

^«fsi?on. Why did they leave ? 

Answer. They had to leave. 

Question. On what account? 

Answer. On account of the Ku-Klux. 

Question. How do you know that? 

Ansicer. They said they could not stay. They told" others, and it passed from others. 
Question. Is it a habit of you colored people never to move about? 
Ansicer. We have to move about. 

Question. Do you not have to move about every season ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; but if you start your farm, you wish Providence to provide for 
you and finish your farm work; but if you have to run away from it by enemies, of 
course you can't tend to it, nor any ono'else can tend to it, and you lose it. If you 
have orders to leave you are obliged to leave. 

Question. I ask you if it was not a habit of the colored people to leave ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; when the season is out, after they have made their farms, but not 
while they have their farms all ready in order to then leave it. 

Question. Who has left in that way ? 

Answer. Several there. 

Question. Who are they ? 

An8iv€i\ I called two familes from Mr. Bates's. 
Question. Who else ? 

Answer. I know a family down here at Mr. Parker's, right were I live. They had to 
leave and go where Master Edward is. They is right in his yard. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you know how much these people have planted, or had to give up on 
Mr. Bates's fiirm ? 

Answei\ I don't know. 

Question. Are there not several fields there ? 

Answa\ I know there is a good many fields, but I can't tell. 
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Question. Are there not several fields along the railroad that had to he thrown up? 

Ansioeo; There is several. Mr. Foster and Mr. Ira Tinley have that field, and have 
some of it in corn. I left home to work at it. 

Question. Dp you know how much cotton had to he given up there hy any of Mr. 
Bates's people ? 

Answer. A ten-acre field ] it is lying open now. Mr. Bates and Mr. Tinley have got 
to tend it, hut finding they could not take the grass out, they dug it up and put corn 
\n there. 

Question. There is another field that has nothing in it now ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 



Spartanbckgii, South Carolina, July 10, 1871. 

JOSEPH MILLER (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live 1 

Ansiver, Down here near Mr. Bates's ; down the railroad ahout eighth miles and a 
half. 

Question. WhJit do you follow ? 

Answer. Farming. 

Question. How old are you ? 

A7isiver. I am going on fifty -four years. 

Question. Were you raised in this county ? 

Answer. I was raised on Tiger here. I live ahout fifteen miles from where I was 
raised. 

Question. Have the Ku-Klux been to see you at any time ? 
Ansive)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. State when it was, and what they did and said. 

Anstver. I don't know that I can tell exactly the time, hut I think it was ahout the 
Ist of April. They came to my house ahout a coui)le of hours into the night. I was 
already ahed and asleep. I had just laid down and got to sleep. I heard a parcel of 
men running I heard them say, " Surround this hou,se." It frightened me right 
smart. Some came on one side and some on the other. They came to the door and 
halted, and was breaking it. I said, " Stop, don't break it down." " If you don't open 
it quick," they said, " we will break it down." " Hold on a minute," I says, " and I 
will open it ;" and I opened it. They commanded me to make up a light. I went to 
make up a light, and they stood over me. When I made up the light ho said, " I want 
those, guns and pistols you have got." *'I had a gun," I said, *'but no pistols." 
Says he, Don't tell me a lie or I will blow your brains out." I said, I have but one 
gun in the house.". "Where is it f says he. ''In the rack there over the door," I 
says. Said he, " Get down on your knees," and cursing me. I got down. Put your- 
self back in bed, and pretty quick." I goes and laid down again. " Have you got any 
shots ?" said he. I says, " No, sir." "Have you any])owderf' No, sir. " If 1 catch 
you in a lie we will blow your brains out." Says I, " I have neither of them ; I have 
nothing here but the old gun I have told you about." " Is it loaded f he asked me ; I 
said, " No, sir." He said, " Is not there a gun down at the other house beyond f Ho 
meant that of the old man that just went out — Hampton Parker. lie lives fifty or a 
hundred yards from me. "Has he a g-un?" I said, "Yes sir; he has got a gun." He 
stepped to the door and said to some of his company, "Go down and get that gun 
in tliat house." He stood about there awhile until he went down in front of his house, 
and he said to me, " Don't you open your mouth to me any more to night ; cover up 
yourself." I laid 'there until they went down to this old man's house. After a while 
they took this old man out before they did me, and went out of the gate with him. 
There were several standing at the door, and one came in after this old man went out 
of the gate. He came back to me and asked me, " Have yon any water here ?" I says, 
" Yes, sir." He says, " Is there anj^ poison in the water f " No, nir ; I don't i)ut poison 
in the water to drink myself." He si>oke again, " Don't you open your mouth any more 
to-night." I heard the rest of the company going out of the gate. He started out. 
Some of the company said, " Go back and bring the old man with you." Then this 
man came back in the house and came to the bed where I was and said, " Old man, hold 
up here." I didn't know what he was going to do. When I held up he jerked the pil- 
low-case off and pulled it over my neck and says, " Come, go with me." " Where do 
you want me to go ?" I says. Said he, " We are not going to kill you, only whip you a 
little. Come along and don't say any more." He made me get uj) and he carried me 
near two hundred yards from the house, and going along says, "I don't want any harm 
of you, old man. I shall not bother you any more after to-night." After going where 
we went, they whipped that old man right smart before they whipped me, and I heard 
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them consulting whether to whip me or not, antl some said Yes," ami he turned 
around and gave me about twenty or twenty-five lashes, I reckon, on the naked skin, 
and then took me by the arm, with a pillow-ease over my head, and turned me arouiul 
to go to the house at a pretty fast walk. When he got ready to h?ave me he said 
"Run,'' and he turned around as quick as he could. I ste/ped off pretty pert, and 
then they shot. I dont know whether they shot at me ; but they sbot the guns over 
my head I think. I did not see any more, gentlemen, at all until next morning. I 
went, down, and my gun was lying there broken where they whipped me. 

Question. How far was the place where they whipped you from where they whipped 
Hampton Parker ? 

Ansicer. They whipped us together ; him first and then me. 

Qiicstimi, Had they taken him out? 

Ansicci\ They took him out. They came by my house to go to the road. 

By Mr. Van Trujmp: 
Qiteslion. How far apart are your houses ? 

Amwer. Fifty yards. He asked me if he— that is, if Hamp Parker— had a gun. I 
told him he had. He sent a man down to get him, and they brought him up before 
they took me out of tbe bed. 

Question, When they brought you out did they take you to the old man's house? 

Answer. They had to go by my house to the road. 

Question. When they took you out and whipped you, did they take you in the direc- 
tion of the old man's house ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. They went the way they came. 
Question. Did you know any of these men ? 

Avstvc7\ I didn't see but two men, and they had great long horns, and were disfigured. 
I can't tell how they were, for they would not suffer me to look at them. When I was 
making up the light he stood over me, and right behind me when I was going back. 
And he made me cover myself up. 

Question, What did they whip you with ? 

Ansiver. I think it was a kind of peach-tree brush. They have not bothered me any 
since. I wanted to ask them what they did it for, but they would not suffer me to talk 
to them at all. 

Question, Have you been sleeping in your house since? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They told me they would not bother me any more. Of course I 
looked for men in that house ever since. I am watching about. I could hear them 
make a noise and I thought they were probably going by. I took care of my farm 
ever since, and they have not bothered me. 

Question. Have you a family ? , , 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do they live with you? 
Ansuer. Yes, sir." 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 10, 1871. 

SAMUEL GAFFNEY (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you live in this county ? 

Answei: Yes, sir. 

Question. In what part of it ? 

Answer. Up in the upper part of the district next to North Carolina, away high up 
the country. 

Question. What do you follow ? 

Answer, Farming. 

Question, Have you land rented ? 

An8ivei\ No, sir; I bought a piece of land. 

Question. How much land have you bought ? 

Answer. One hundred and fifty acres. 

Question, Have you paid for it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I pay $100 every year ; I am to give $300. 
Question. How long have you lived in that neighborhood ? 
^Hsitxr. Three years. 
Question, Where were you raised ? 

Ansiver, Down here on the main old post road, not tar fi^om Thicketty, at Richards's 
Oid place. 

Question, In this county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. Have men in disguise come to your place at any time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When? 

Answe}\ I think it was in March last. * 

Question. Go on and tell the committee how they came there, and what they said and 
did to you. 

Answer. They came and took me out, and said to me, after they took me out, that 
they had nothing against me more than one thing. I asked them what that wan. 
They said voting a radical ticket ; for voting a radical ticket was all they had agaiust 
me. 

Question. Go on with your statement ; was there anything more ? 
Answer. No, sir; not particular. I don^t believe they said anything else to me. I 
don't remember. They hit me a few lashes ; about fifteen licks. 
Question. What with ? 

Answer. With a sort of stick ; a sort of brush stick, a thorny thing. 
Question. What time of night was it ? 
Answer. Between 1 and 2 o'clock. 
Question. How many men were there ? 

Answer. I think there were, as well as I can recollect, about twenty or thirty. 
Question. Were they disguised in any way ? 
An8icei\ Yes, sir. 
Question. How? 

Answer. They had horns on, and pictures all over their faces, that looked like these 
false faces. 

Question. How were they dressed on their bodies ? 

A7mvei\ Some had on white ; some had white cotton gowns or something of that 
Bort. 

Question. Were they armed ? 

Answe7\ They had two guns I think, as well as I can recollect, and a pistol or two. 
Question. Did they say anything to you after they whipped you? 
Ajiswcr. They said, be sure never to vote another radical ticket. 
Question. What did you say to them ? 
Answer. I never said nothing at all. 

Question, Have there been any other persons whipped in that neighborhood that you 
know of? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there have been some others whipped about in there. There have 
not been so many whipped right in that settlement. Down on the river they whipped 
right smart they said. • 

Question. Do you know of any in your own immediate neighborhood ? 

Answer. No ; I don't believe I do. 
• Question. Do you know any of those who were there, and took part in whipping you ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I can't swear to any of them. 

Question. Have you taken any part in politics more than voting? 

Answei'. No, sir ; not at all ; never a word was said out of me. I went and voted, aud 
turned around and came home. I didn't stay longer than to put my ticket in. 

Question. Have you a family ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a pretty large family. 

Question. Can you read ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How have you felt as to being secure ever since that time ? 
Answer. I have felt sort o' doubtful. They told me they would not come on me any 
more, though. I forgot to tell that. 
Question. But have they never been there since ? 
Ans^ver. No, sir. 

By Ikir Van Trump : 
Question. Did you buy this land of the land commission ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I bought it from a gentleman there. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 15, 1871. 

SAMUEL GAFFNEY (colored) recalled and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You have been sworn here before ? 
Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. What day were you examined before ? 
Answer. Monday evening. 
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Question. Did you go back home ? 
Jnswer. Yes, sir. 

Question, To what part of the county ; Avhere do you live ? 

Answer, I live in the upper part of this district, close to Buck Creek. It is not far 
from Buck Creek. 

Question, Have the Ku-Klux been at your house since, and if so ; what was done? 
Answer. They came to my house Thursday night, and took my gun and some beads 
and some ammunition. 

Question. Where were you ? 

Answer. I ran out. I run away when I heard them coming. They came as hard as 
their horses could fetch them. 
Question. How many W(ire there ? 
Answer, About six or seven. 
Question. Were they disguised ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is what the women folks said. 
Question. Who else was there beside you ? 
Answer. No one but just the children. 
Question. Was your wife there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; her and the children. 
Question. Did they ask for you ; you say you ran out ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; they asked where I was, and what business I had here. 
Question, Where? 
Answer, Here at this meeting. 
Question. At this committee ? 
Answer, Yqs, sir. 

Question. Is that what your wife said to you when you came back? 
Atmcei'. Yes, sir. 

Questimi, How long did you stay out ? 

Answer, All night— from about 3 o'clock until daybreak. 

Question. What time did they come? 

Answer. About 3 o'clock. 

Question, What kind of a gun was this ? 

Answer, Just a little small shot-gun. 

Question, Was it your own ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; bought it right here when I went away from here and carried it 
home. I bought it here in the store, and the ammunition, to scare the crows out of 
Qiy field. They were mighty bad. 

Question, Did you know aily of these men? 

Ansive)\ No, sir ; I was not in there. 

Question, You saw them coming ? 

Ansivei', I heard them coming. 

Question, Is that all you know about it ? 

Answer, I don't think I know anything more about them. 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, This was last Thursday night ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What did they do with your gun ? 
Answer. They carried it off. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Did you come right to town the next day— yesterday ? 
A7imver. Ko, sir; I staid part of the way on the way last night, and came up here 
to-duy. I wouldn't trust myself to stay there. 
Question. What did you come to town for ? 

Atiswer. I came to tell that they had been after me again, for I could not stay at home 
and they after me. 
Question, To tell who ? 
Answer, To report it to you gentlemen. 
Question. You didn't see them yourself? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear them ? . 

Answer. O, yes, sir; I was right close to the house and heard them talk. 

Question. What time of night was it ? 

Anstcer, About 3 o'clock. 

Question. What wakened you up ? 

Answer. The horses. They came a tearing. 

Question, You lived right on the road ? • 

Ansivei', On the big road. 

Question, On the public road ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 
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Question. Yon say the noise of tlie horses awakened you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How, galloping ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They came as hard as the horses could fetch them. They went 
on hy, thinkiug I would think they went on, hut they turned around. 
Question. Did you get out hefore they came hack ? 

Answer. Before they got into the house I got out of the house and got out of the 
way. 

Question. You did not see whether they were disguised at all or not ? 
Answer. No, sir ; the women told me they were disguised. 
Question. Did you see how many there were ? 
Answer. She saw how many. 

Question. How many were there ? * 

Answe7\ She said there was five or six of them. She said there was two or three out 
with the horses. I heard them talking out at the horses myself. 

Question. Did you hear them say anything ? Could you tell what they were talking 
about ? 

Answer. No,' sir ; only the one out at the horses. 
Question. What did he say ? 

Answer. I could hear him talking and ordering those at the house ; calling them out. 
. Question. What inquiry did they make of your wife about you as you say your wife 
told you? 

Answer. They asked what did I come up here for ? 

Question. Up where ? 

Answer. Up here to the 'niittee. 

Question. To the 'mittee ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they asked what business did I have up here ? 

Question. You do not know that except by what your wife tells you ? 

Answer. No. sir. 

Question. How old is she ? 

Ansicer. About fifty years of age. 

Question. Is she able to travel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why didn't she come to be a witness instead of you T 
Ansicer. I didn't think it was any use to fetch her. 
Question. Is she not the very person who knows ? 
Answer. It is true enough ; she ought to know. 
Qtiestion. She knows more about it than you do ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

■Question. Why didn't you bring her ? 

Aiiswer. She couldn't have walked along up here all the way. 
Question. You have no horse ? 

Answer. No, sir ; and I can't stay there the way they are riding about there. 
Question, In what township is that ? 
Answer. Cherokee. 

Question. You say you bought the shot-gun in town and bought ammunition with it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and caps. They took my caps and all, and I forgot to tell they 
took a box of matches. 

Question. You bought your gun and ammunition to shoot crows? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; out in the field. 

Question, What are they eating at this time of the year ? 
Answer. Little watermelons. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Are you afraid to go back ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I am going to hire out on the iniilroad. 



" Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 10, 1671. 
LUCY McMillan (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer. Up in the country. I live on McMillan's place, right at the foot of the road. 
Question. How far is it? 
Answei: Twelve miles. 
Question. Are you married ? 

Answer. I am not married. I am single now. I was married. My husband was taken 
away from me and carried off twelve years ago. 
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Question. He was carried off before the war ? 

Ansim\ Yes, sir; the year before the war j twelve years ago this November comiDg. 

Question, How old are you now? 

Answer. I am called forty-six. I am forty-five or six. 

Question. Did the Ku-Klux come where you live at any time ? 

A7isu'ef\ They came there once before they burned my house down. The way it was 
was this : John Hunter's wife came to my house ou Saturday morning, and told they 
were going to whip me. I was afraid of them ; there was so much talk of Ku-Klux 
drowning peo^^le, and whipping people, and killing them. My house was only a little 
piece from the river, so I laid out at night in the woods. The Sunday evening after 
Isham McCrary was whipped I went up, and a white man, John McMillan, came along 
and says to me, ^^Luey, you had better stay at home, for they will whip you anyhow." 
I said if they have to, they might whip me in the woods, for I am afraid to stay there. 
Monday night they came in and burned my house down ; I dodged out alongside of the 
road not far off, and saw them. I was sitting right not far off, and as they came along 
the river I knew some of them. I knew John McMillan, aud Kennedy McMillan, aud 
Billy Cush, and John Hunter. They were all together. I was not far off, and I saw 
them. They went right on to my house. When they passed me I run further up on 
the hill to get out of the way of them. They went there and knocked down and beat 
my house a right smart while. And then they all got still, and directly I saw the fire 
rise. 

Question. How many of these men were there? 

Answer. A good many; I eouldn^t tell how many, but these I knew. The others I 
didn't. 

Question. Were these on foot or on horseback ? 

Answer. These were walking that I could call the names of, but the others were rid- 
ing. I work with these boys every day. One of them I raised from a child, and I knew 
themf I have lived with them twelve years. 

Question. How were they dressed ? 

Answer. They had just such cloth as this white cotton frock made into old gowns ; 
and some had black faces, and some red, and some had horns on their heads before, and 
they came a-talking by me and I knew their voices. 

Question. How far were you from where they were ? 

Answer. Not very far. I was in the woods, squatted down, and staid still until they 
passed ; but then I run further up the hill. 

Question. Have you any family with you there? 

Avsicer. I had one little daughter with me. I had one grown daughter, but my grown 
daughter had been up the country to my mother's staying, and my little girl was stay- 
ing there with me. 

Question. Had you your little girl out with you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I could not leave her there. 

Question. What was the reason given for burning your house ? 

Ansiver. There was speaking down there last year and I came to it. They all kept 
at me to go. I went home and they quizzed me to hear what was said, and I told them 
as far as my senses allowed me. 

Question. Where was the speaking? 

Ansive)'. Here in this town. I went on and told them, and then they all said I was 
making laws ; or going to have the land, aud the Ku-Klux were going to beat me for 
bragging that I would have land. John Hunter told them on me, I supx^ose, that I said 
1 was going to have land. 

Question, Did you report that you were going to have land ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; but he reported. I said to John that I wanted to rent land enough 
from Bob McMillan for me aud ray daughter to tend on this side of the river. He re- 
X^orted me that I said I would have all the land on this side of the river before I left. 

Question. Whose land was this ou which the house was burned ? 

Answer. Bob McMillan's. 

Question. Was that the house you lived in ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVas he with these men ? 

Answer. No, sir; but his son Kennedy was along. 

Question, Was that the only reason you know for your house being burned ? 
Ansieer. That is all the reason. All the Ku-Klux said all that they had against me 
was that I was bragging and boasting that I wanted the land. 
Question. Who told you that ? 

Answer. John Hunter's folks told me that. They told me I was bragging au(^ boast- 
ing that I would have the land, and the Ku-Klux were going to whip mo for that. 

By ikir. Van Trump : 

Question, Do you mean to say that they said they burned the house for that reason ? 
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A)}swer. No, sir ; they burned tlie bouse because tbey could not catch me. I don't 
know any other reason. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Is this all the experience you had with the Ku-Ivlux ? 

Ansicei\ Yes, sir; they never had anything against me. I was mighty good to them 
and to all the white folks. If they had anything in the world against me I don't know 
what it is. I hi^ve never heard it, and I have made good inquiry to find out what was 
agaiDst me, and I had nothiog against me. When they called on me to work, I worked 
as good as I could. If they w ere a mind to pay me, I took it. If they wouldn't, I had 
to do without it. I took whatever they gave me. 

Question. What is your daughter's name? 

Ansiccr. Jlary. 

Question. The one who was with you that night ? 
Ansicer. That was Caroline, a little thing. She is seven years old. 
Question. Is that the whole of the statement you have to make about this proceeding ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that is all I know anything of at all. If they had anything more 
against me, I don't know. 

By Mr. Y.vx Trump : 
Question. Are Kennedy and John McMillan sons of Robert McMillan ? 
Ansiver. John ^IcMillan is his brother. 
Question, Is John Mc^Iillan Robert McMillan's brother? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; and William Bush married his sister. 

Question. Kennedy McMillan is a son of Robert McMillan, on whose land you live ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And John McMillan is the brother of Robert McMillan ? 
Anmcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And Billy Busb married a sister of Robert McMillan ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you live on Robert McMillan's land ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, I did. I am not at home now. 

Question. You stated to the chaii-man that you live now on Robert Mc^dillan's land ? 
Ansicer. I did live there until they burned my house down. I have been here in 
town ever since. 

Question. Then you made a misstatement at first ? 

Ansicer. 1 lived there befbre my house was burned. I had no house after that, and 
could not live there, and I was afraid to stay in the settlement. 
Question. Who was John Hunter ? 

Ansicer. He is a colored man. I worked for him all last summer. I worked -^ith 
him boeing his cotton and corn. 

Question. W^hat was he doing with these Ku-Klux? 
Ansicer. I don't know. He was with them. 
Question. Had Kennedy JklcMillan any disguise on ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he had a disguise. 
Question. What was it ? 
Ansicer. He was like the rest. 
Question. Did he have a white cotton frock ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. With a mask on his face ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; only around his mouth and eyes. The mouths were naked. 
Question. They had places for the eyes and mouth. 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. And all the rest of the face was covered ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the chin covered and below ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What kind of a hat had they? 
Ansiccr. No hat, but horns. 

Question. Did they have a covering for their heads? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; but the horns were fixed. It looked like rags stuffed with cotton. 

Question. Is that the way Kennedy was dressed ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And John McMillan ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. All? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What difficulty had John and Kennedy against you, who was living on 
their father's and uncle's place ? 
Ansicer. That was the excuse, that I was bragging that I would have land. 



SOUTH CAROLINA SUB-COMMITTEE. 



607 



Question, Did they excuse themselves for burning your house ? 

Answer. They didn't say they burned it. I didn't see them fire it, but it was fired 
among them. I was above the house. 

Question. What was the quarrel between you aud Kennedy and John before that f 

Ansicer, None. I can tell you one thing : I hired him my son. He promised me $3 
a mouth for him. I took him away from him. He had ^promised him §3, and didn't 
stand up to his promise, so I took him away, and I 'lowed he held that against me. I 
sent him down to the railroad, but he ran away and went back. 

Question. Is Robert McMillan a respectable man there f 

Answer. He always treated me very well. 

Question. Does he own a farm there f 

Answer. He has a large farm there. 

Question. How did you come to be named Lucy McMillan ? 

Answer. I was a slave of Robert McMillan. I always belonged to him. 

Question. You helped to raise Kennedy and John ? 

Answei\ Not John, but Kennedy I did. When he was a little boy I was with him. 

Question. Did he always like you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They always pretended to like us. 

Question. That is while you were a slave ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir, while I was a slave, but never afterward. They didn't care for us 
then. 

Question. But they gave you a house ? 

Ansicer. Bob gave me a house to live in ; but that was the only excuse. 
Question. But you say that they have never excused themselves for it 1 
Anstca'. I say they have uo excuse against me, but they didn't like my coming 
there. 

Question. How do you know ? 

Answe)\ They talked a heap to me about it. I went to the house and they told me, 

" I don't want any of your d -d radicals to come about me." 

Question. W^ho was it that said so ? 
Answer. That was the children. 
Question. Kennedy is twenty years old! 
Ansicer. He is not the one that said it. 
Question. Who did f 
Answer. Marcus did. 
Questio7i. How old is Mark ? 
Aiiswa\ Seventeen years old. 
Question. Was Marcus along that night ? 

Answer, No, sir. He said he didn't want any d d radicals about. As I went past 

where they were digging taters, he said, " I don't want any of your d — ^ radicals 
about me." 

Question. You went there afterward often ? 

Answer, No, sir, not often after that. ' 
Question. Didn't you neighbor with your old master afterwards ? 
Ansicer, I went there sometimes. 
Question, Were yoa living in his house ? 
Answer. Yes, he had built it. 

Question, So that Kennedy McMillan burned his father's house instead of your house ? 

Ansicer. I can't say he burned it, but he was there. 

Question, You believe he burned it ? 

Answer. I sort o' have an idea that he had a hand in it. 

Question, Do you not waut us to believe it ? 

Answer, Yes, I want you to believe what is right. 

Question. Do you believe it '? 

Answer. I dou't know whether to believe it or not, but he was there. 

Question, WTiat sort of a house was it ? 

Answer, Just a small house. 

Question, Built of what ? 

Answer. Of logs with a rock chimney to it. 

Question, You say you saw four men coming down 1 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw them going down to the house. 

Question, What time of night was it 1 

Ansicer. About two or three hours before day on Monday night. 
Question, How far were you from the house when they passed ? 
Answer, I don't know how far. 
Question, A quarter of a mile ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not so far. 
Question. Half a quarter f 
Answer. Yes, sir; I reckon. 
Question. Where did you go thent 
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Answer. I run further up tlie hill a little from the house. 
Question. Could you see the house ? 
Answer. I could see them all down there. 
Question. What sort of a night was it ? 

Ansiver. A moonshiny night. The moon was shining bright. 
Question. What did they do when they come down there ? 

Ansicer. Just hollered '^Hil Yil'Mike they were hissing a dog on, and shooting off 
their pistols one after the other. 

Question. Did anybody else go down ? 

Answei: Yes, sir ; a good many others. They were riding ; these were walking. 
Question. How many more went down .with them ? 

Answer. 1 don't know how many more. Some came in from out to old Bill Good- 
win^s. 

Question. How many did you see at and around the house ? 
Answer. I didn't count any except those I knew. 
Question. Why didn't you count the others ? 
Ansiver. I didn't know them. 

Question. You could have counted them without knowing them? 
Answer. I didn't think to count them. 
Question. How many altogether ; a dozen ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I reckon. 
Question. How long did they stay ? 

Answer. About half an hour, beating and mashing the house and then all was still. 
Question. How beating it ? 

Ariswer. Beating on the door. .At first they hollered to open the door. 
Question. If they wanted you away they could have got you out without burning 
the house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; if they had told me to go away. 

Question. What was it worth ? 

Ansivet\ I don't know. ♦ 

Qtiestion. Had it a floor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had it a chimney ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; a rock chimney: 

Question. How many rooms. 

Answer. One room. 

Question. Was it tight ? 

Answer. The logs were not very tight. 

Question. What sort of a roof had it ? 

Answer. Four feet boards. 

Question. Nailed on ? 

Answer. Oak boards. 

Question. Was it a good roof ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there a garret or loft in it ? 

Answer. No, sir. There was a place made to put a loft in but there was no loft in. 
Question. Was there a floor above ? 
Answer. No, sir ; only two or three planks. 

Question. There was a good floor in the house and a rock chimney ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a good floor in the house. 

Question. And you think these boys burned that hotise ? 

Answer. I think they did. I think they burned it. 

Question. You saw them stay half an hour? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they staid an hour before they left. The house was not quite 
burned down at daylight. 

Question. Was it made of dry logs ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It was a dry time then. 
• Question. How did you know Kennedy McMillan ? 

Ansive7\ I knew him. I raised him. I heard his voice talking. 

Question. You would know him in his ordinary dress, but he was in disguise ? 

Answer. I knew his voice. * 

Question. You are positive ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am as satisfied as can be. 

Question. No doubt at all ? 

Anstvei\ No, sir; no doubt at all. 

Question. If it cost him his life you would swear to it because you know it was him ? 
Ansiver. 1 know it Avas him. 
Question. And John McMillan ? 

AnswefT. I know him perfectly well. I heard them talking when they came by, I 
knew their voices perfectly well. 
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Quesiion. Even the shape of his body was hidden by the robe, and the mask was over 
lis face ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; but T knew his walk and voice. 
Question. What sort of a walk. 
Answer. A long step; tolerably tall boy and slim. 
Question. Does not any man that is slim make long steps? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but I knew him. I knew it. 1 knew it. 
Question. How do you know it was John ? 

Answer. He is a little, low fellow. A low man. I know his voice, and he didn't talk 
about as anybody else. I knew John McMillan and Bill Bush. I have worked with them 
too much. I don't care what they put upon them, I know them. 

Question. After this house was burned old Robert McMillan did not build you another 
house f 

A7iswe)\ No, sir. 

Quesiion. You did not like that much ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I 'low'd he could do as he please. 

Quesiion. Did you not think that as you had been his slave he ought to have built you 
a house ? 

Answer. I thought as I had worked for him so long and lost my living for him that 
he ought to give me a chance to live. 

Quesiion. Because you have been his slave and they liked you, and because the house 
was burned, and because Robert McMillan did not give you another one, you think hard 
of him ? 

Answer. I didn't think they treated me right about it, burning me out in that way 
Question. Did you ask him about it? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never spoke about it ; I am afraid to stay in the settlement. 
Quesiion. Have any persons told you that they thought Kennedy and those other 
boys burned it ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. Sally Bush said on Tuesday after the house was burned, the next 
Tuesday week I went down to my house, and John Hunter she said, came up to littl(* 
Bob McMillan in a hurry, and says to little Bob that I accused him of burning my 
house down, but I never said a word about Johu burning the house, and little Bob 
said, "Well, if you burned it, you will have to bear the burden of it." 

Question. Did anybody else tell you that Kennedy and those boys burned it? 

Ansicer. No, sir. Halie McCrary told me that Harriet Hunter told her that John 
Hunter burned it. She is a sister of John Hunter's wife. 

Question. John Hunter is the negro man who was there ? 

Arswn-. Yes, sir ; she says Kennedy burned it. 

Question. How did she know it ? 

Answer. I don't know. She said Halie McCrary said if I had gone to her she would 
have told mo who burned it down. 

Question. Halie McCrary is a colored woman ? 
Anstve}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And she said that Kennedy and those others burned it? 
Answer. Yes, sir; she says Harriet Hunter toll her so. 
Quesiion. Wliy did they have John Hunter along ? 

Answer. 1 don't know. He wanted to be a Ku-Klux, too. I suppose he thought it 
was a pretty name. 

Question. Was he disguised ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he was along with them that night. 

Quesiion. Was he dressed like the rest of them ? * 

Answer. Yes, sir. , 

Question. Disguised with a mask over his face ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, with fixings on his face ? 

Question. With horns on his head ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion. How did you know him? 

Ansiver. I knew John Hunter by his voice and all. He is a small man. I know his 
voice talking just as good as can be. 

Question. You are satisfied about all these facts ? 
Answer, I am satisfied it was John. 

Question. Why did you not sue these men for burning this house? 
Answer. I don't know how to sue them; I came down here and reported them. 1 
didn't know anything about suing. 

Question. Who did you report them to? 
Answer. Mr. Fleming, I believe, is his name. 
Quesiion. How long after the fire ? 

Answer. On Wednesday ; the house was burned on Monday. 
Question. What did Mr. Fleming say ? 
Atwier. He told me that he yrouid arrest them. 
39 t 
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Qiiestmi. Did he do it ? 
Jnswer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you seen him since ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Q^uestion. Is he a government officer ? 

Answer. I don't know. They told me to go to him. 

Question. You went to him on the Wednesday afterwards, and he said he wo""ld have 
them arrested ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. And he has never done it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have never seen him about it f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where do you live now ? 
Answer. Here in town. 
Question. With whom ? 

Answei\ 1 am just washing and living as I can. 
Question. With whom ? 
Answer. With a woman down on the road. 
Question. You have seen Mi\ Fleming often ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I have seen him. 

Question. Did you ever ask him why he did not arrest these men ? 

Anstvei\ No, sir. 

Question. You didn't care ? 

Answ€i\ Yes, sir, I did care, but I didn't think anything was done, and I gave it up T 

Question. Did you not know you could put those men in the penitentiary ? 

Answer. I didn't have sense enough to know anything about the law ; I didn't know 
anything about it, but they told me to go to that man. 

Question. Whatever Mr. Fleming thought about it when he said he would arrest 
•them, the fact is he has not arrested them since? 

Answer. No, sir, he has not. 

Question. Where were these boys when you first saw the fire — Kennedy, Billy Bush, 
and Hunter ? 

Answer. They were all at my house when the fire first rose. 
Question. When you first saw the fire, where were these men ? 

Answc7\ They were down at the house. They staid there until they got it to burn- 
ing, and then they all left after the house was burning. 
Question. You said you reckoned they left ? " 
Answer. They did leave. 
Question. Did you see them leave? 

Answei\ 1 did ; some would go this waj^ and some went that way. 

Question. Was the house ablaze ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. All over ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, all over. 

Question. You did not try to put it out ? 

Answei\ No, sir. 

Question. How many men did you see ? 
Answer. I don't know how many. 

Question. Did you see them riding in the light of the burning house ? 
Answer. They just went off from the house on horseback. 
Question. Where? 

Answer. Some passed me, and some went out the other road. 
Question. They all came from one direction ? 

Answer. No, sir; some came from one way and some from another. 
Question. Where did they meet ? 

Answer. At my house. I reckon they must have had it made up ; some came down 
the river, and some fro in the other way. 
Question. Did they all come at once ? 
Ansiver. They all met there. 

Question. Did they come down together or scattering ? 
Answe7\ They were coming down the road all together. 

Question. Those that passed you on the road when you went up on the hill were all 
together ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were Kennedy and John McMillan and Billy Bush with them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they were all talking together. 

Question. In what direction from them was Robert McMillan's house ? 

Answer. Right the way they came. 

Question. So they must have come from it ? 
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Ansiccr. Yes, sir; or from Joliuny's or from somewhero there. 

Question. All this is a true tale you have told ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The whole thing ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am uot going to tell a lie for anybody, because it is no use. 
Question. You know you have been sworn to tell the truth ? 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know what the consequences will be if you do not ? 

Answer. I know the consequences will be with me at the day of the resurrection, 
that I must be just and He will be just to us all. 

Question. You are satisfied that you are doing justice to Kennedy McMillan, a boy 
you helped to raise, a sou of your- old master, when you say that he went down there 
and burned your house ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; because I know he had no cause to interrupt me. | 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you and your husband both belong to the same master ? 

Answer. My husband belonged to Joe Berry Prince, and I belonged to George Fisher, 
and he brought me to this town and sold me to John Lee, and I got away and laid in 
the bushes three mouths, and Robert McMillan bought me. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. Who is John Hunter ? 

Answer. He used to belong to Patton Hunter. He was killed for robbing. John was 
along with him, but John got away and came down to South Carolina. 
Question. Killed for what ? 

Answer. Eobbing people. His master was killed for robbing, and they said he was 
along with him when they shot his master, and he run away to South Carolina. 
Question. Where did his master live ? 

Answer. In Columbus, down in Polk County, North Carolina. John run away and 
has been down here since. 

Question. Has Jphn Hunter any politics 1 What party does he belong to ? 

Answer. I don't know what you mean by party. 

Question. Is he a radical or democrat ? 

Answer. He voted the radical ticket, but he has turned. 

Question. When did he turn ? 

Answer. He turned from radical I reckon ; at least he went with the Ku-Klux. 
Question. When did he vote the radical ticket ? 

Answer. Last year when they were voting, he slipped around and voted. He didn^t 
want the white folks to know how he voted. 
Question. How do you know ? 

Answer. That's what they said. He slipped around and they asked him what he 
slipi^ed around for, and he said he had a great mind not to vote. I don't know whether 
he ever turned, but he is a Ku-Klux. They all call him a Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Who said so ? 

Ansivei\ They all say it. 1 saw him with them not only that night, but other people 
see him, as well as myself. Mr. Donnegan said he understood about John Hunter being 
a Ku-Klux, and his father-in-law said he believed John Hunter whipped him. 

Question. Could you not tell all the mystery about the Ku-Klux I 

Answer. I don't know as I could. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 10, 1871, 
WILLIS SMITH (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairm.vn : 
Question. Do you live in this county T » 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In what part ? 
Answer. Limestone Township. 
Question, How long have you livpd there? 
Answer. I have been living there almost all my life. 
Question. How old are you ? 
Ansxcer. About twenty-five. 
Question. What is your occupation T 
Anstcer. About this business ? 
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Question, What do you follow ? Are you a farmer or a mechanic ? 

Ansivei'. I am a farmer. 

Question. Whose land do you live on ? 

Ansicer. I am living on Quinn Camp's place this year. Dr. Leo Smith rented it and 
got me to tend it for him. 

Question, Have the Ku-Kliix come to you at any time? 

A7i^wer. Yes, sir, they came to me. I was at a gathering one night and they came 
there. I was there and they ordered me out, to come out that night, and they took 
me out and they whipped me a great deal. 

Question. At a gathering? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, I was at a gathering one night. 
Question. Were you ordered out from the gathering ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; they ordered me out. The Ku-Klux ordered me out of the gather- 
ing. I was asked to a party to play the fiddle for them. 
Question. Were you ordered out from the gathering ? 

Ansicer. The Ku-Klux, tht^y ordered me and several more from the gathering. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Ansiver. I really don't know who they wjere ; they were disguised and I could not 
tell. It was dark in the house. I was nearly through. They come just -is we were 
about to break up. 

Question. Do you mean the Ku-Klux came to the gathering ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they came there themselves and asked for me. 

Question. Where was this gathering ? 

Ansicer, Over to widow Smith's. They took me out and asked me what principle I 
was. I told them I was a man tried always to go as far as was right. They asked mo 
Avhether democrat or radical. I told them that I had been so far a radical in principle. 
They said that was what they were hunting for. They were hunting for democrats. 
They wanted to whip all the democrats they could find. I told them I had beeu of 
that principle, tho radical principle, since it was first come out : for that reason I fol- 
lowed it so far ; but I didn't want to follow a thing that was leading me wrong, and I 
told them that I was perfectly willing to have no more to do with it and throw it up. 
They told me they would take me on up anyhow, and I really takcf my oath I didn't 
know any of them at all, not a mau of them ; but they did it. 

Question. Did they whip you ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir, they whipped me; aud they broke my fiddle nil to pieces and 
smashed it up. I don't know what man did it. They had me out of doors with that 
crowd around me. 

Question. How did they whip you? 

Ansiver. Thre^or four of them made me stand in a place and four or five whipped me 
at once. 

Question. With what? 

Answer. With brushes and with common switches as big as my thumb, and some as 
big as a chair-round. 

Question. How many were there ? 

Answeo'. I couldn't give you any idea. I had an opinion so far, but I never undertook 
to count them, for I didn't have time. I thought there might have beeu about twenty- 
five right there present. 

Question. How many were there at that gathering ? 
* Answei'. I don't know how many. Several of us were at the gathering. I never have 
inquired to know how many there were. 

Question. Did they come into the gathering where you all were ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; they come right into the house. I was sitting back and they come 
right iuto the lot, right over the corner of the house, and ordered " Close up, close up, 
there are some in here ;" and they run in two or three in the house, aud tore the door 
down and bulged it in and ordered us to come right out, and I laid my fiddle down aud 
con^e out. 

Queotion. Were those people at the gathering where you where playing the fiddle 
white or colored ? 
Ansicer. They were colored people. 
Question. Did they take out any oil^ers ? 
Answer, The same night ? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. O, yes, sir ; they took at least five or six of us out and whipped some of them. 
Question. Who else was whipped beside yourself? 

Ansicer. Jake Montgomery and Curtis Lipscomb, and Pete Hines, and another little 
fellow named Bud Garrison, and I think there was one or two more, or several more ; 
but I hate to make meution of things I don't understand. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is it right that you should do so ? 
Answer, I don't want to give no opinion I don't remember of. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question. Were these men that you have named whipped ? 
Ansurr. Yes, sir; they were certainly whipped. 
Questiou. How do yon know I 
Answer. I was right present. 
QucsHon. Were yon to<^ether? 

Ani^wer. Yes, sir ; all right together. They ordered ns all ont together, and we all 
went on together, and they whipped us. They whipped me and one fellow together, 
and they took the brush they whipped the other fellow with and they made him whip 
on me and they whipped on him. That is true. 

Question. What did they say they were whipping these other men for? 

Answer. I don't know, exactly; but I did hear them say one or two words, and I 
have really forgotten, for I didn't want to get in business I am not capable of answering 
ibr. If you fetch them up they can answer. I never heard them about Ku-Klux, but 
I have heard others say they said a couple of words: but I have never been at the 
place or said much about it. After they whipped me I laid down things and have not 
done much. I thought I would stay at home. If they had gatherings and they asked 
me to play the fiddle, I would not go to get a beating. If they beat me they must 
beat me at home. 

Question. Have they troubled you since ? 

Answer. No, sir. That was the first time I ever saw one. 

Question. Where have you been living since ? 

Answer. Right there, at the place where they whijiped me. 

Question. Have you felt safe since? 

Answei: I have not felt safe. I didn't know what they might do. I have heard of 
their whix)ping some of them over again ; and I didn't know but they might whip me 
again. The way it was going on any man would be scare<l. 

Question. Let me understand your expression. Bo you think these whii)i)ings are 
like the measles, and only come to a man once ? 

Answer. They didn't threaten me any way at all ; but after they got hold of me once 
it got me on a threat. I don't say they made a threat to me. I won't swear it. 

Question. You have heard of their repeating it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; among others, but not me. That is the reason I said I don't know 
what they might do with me; but I never heard them make any threats to me. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 

Question. How many colored men were at this gathering, or shucking ? 

Aufiwer. 'Me, and Jake Montgomery, and Curtis, and a fellow named Green Peeler, 
and Swan McUpson — that was his own house 

Question. State about how many there were without giving the names. Were there 
twenty or thirty of you together ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many were there ? 

Answer. I can't tell you, really, as I have said. 

Question. Did this break up the meeting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it broke it plumb up. Tt never went on no more, and I reckon will 
not down there unless times get better. 
Question. Did they whip them all ? 

Ansicer. They did, pretty generally. I don't think they whipped them all, but they 
kicked them about and knocked them about with their feet, but didn't whip them. 
Question. Did they scatter them ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they say they were looking after democrats to whip them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; they said that. 
Question. Were you a democrat ? 
Answer. I was not at the present time. 
Question. Are you now ? 

Answer. I am not, I hate to say. I don't know what sort of notion I will have to do. 
I was not at the present time. 

Question. How were the rest of them that were whipped? 

Answer. 1 think they were all pretty much of the same notion I was, of the grown 
fellows. 

Question. How are they now ? 

Answer. I have not asked a word since. Some of them were saying if it kept on the 
same they could not be radical ; if the radicals were going to be friends to them it was 
tinio they were putting out, for they were being knocked about and beat up for the 
principle, and they took up with it when it first came up, and it was wrong to put it 
down. I think if it is a right thing to go on, and if it is not a right thing a man should 
not imdertake it. 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Have you been .in tke habit of making speeches in the Loyal League? 
A)mver. No, sir. 

Question. You were talking about principles so much in that oratorical kind of way 
that I thought you might have been making speeches. 

Ansxcer. No, sir ; I have made no speeches, but I have read a good many. I think I 
have told what I know of the business. 

Question. Where was this ball given ? 

Answe}'. At the Widow Smith's. 

Question. A white woman f 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir. It was on her premises. 

Question. In her house ? 

Answer. No, sir ; on her premises. 

Question. Were you there fiddling? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How did these Ku-Klux fellows come in on you there ? 
Answer. They came like any other man would come to a house. 
Question. Did they all come in at one door ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j there was but one door. They all come to the door outside and 
stood around. 

Question. Did you see them before they got to the door? 

Answer. No, sir ; the door was shut when they came, and they throwed the door off 
the hinges. 

Question. How did they do it ; quickly or violently? 

Answer. They throwed it off the hinges — iron hinges. My brother put them there. 
It was no trouble to take it off the hinges. 
Question. Did they knock it off or lift it off? 

Answer. They come up and halted close up before they touched the door. 
Question. Were they dancing while they Avere shooting at the door ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. They stopped it as soon as they fired. There was no dancing after 
they fired. 

Question. And immediately the door fell in and these men came in ? 
Aiiswer, Yes, sir. I stopped fiddling as soon as he began firing, and they hallooed, 
*^ Close up," and two or three men came and took the door oft' its hinges. 
Question. Were those men all on foot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, when they came. 
Question. You did not see any horses anywhere ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Do you think there were as many as twenty-five ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; as high as twenty -five. » 

Question. Why do you think there were that many precisely, when you cannot think 
how many there were of your own party ? 

A7iswer. I said it looked like there might be. I don't say it for a man to take it as 
the firm truth, but tell you as you ask me. You asked mo for what I knew about it ; 
but to tell you I knew them I could not tell. 

Question* Did they all come into the house-? 

Answe}\ No, sir. 

Question. How many did come in ? 

Answer. I can't answer. They came in a^ high as four and ordered us all out doors. 
I don't know how many went in, for I never went back. 

Question. Do you say that as many as four eamc in aud ordered out eight, or ten, or 
twelve colored men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; four men came in the house and said for us after they got in — one of 
the Ku-Klux said, " What will we do with these men ?" and he said, We'll order them 
out, and take them up with us, and whip the last one of them," 

Question. They took you and the four, Curtis, Montgomery, and Bud Garrison, and 
Peter Hines ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and they kicked Swan McUpson and kicked Green Peeler. 
Question. Why did they not take the others ? 

Answer. They were every one 'small fellows. I say I don't know; they maybe 
whipped as high as six or seven. 

Question. How many did they take out of the house and march off? 
Answer. That I can't answer. As high as six or seven, I think, in all. 
Question. Did you say a while ago it was eight or ten ? 

Answer. In all, eight or ten — women and all — in the -house. I didn't mean eight or 
men. I said six or seven good-sized fellows, and eight or ten, women and all, in 
the house. 

Question. How many women were there ? 

Answer. There was four j but they never touched any of them. I never saw that. 
I lieard some one say they smacked one of them, but I didn't see it. 
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Question. You say thero were some little ones there — ^little boys ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; most of them were small fellows. 

Question. Who got up that dance ? 

Answer. Swan ^IcUpson. It was at his house. 

Quesiion. Ho only invited six or seven of you colored men around there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I don't know how many he invited. He sent me word to come and 
play the fiddle. 

Question. You do not know that he invited more than were tliere ? 

Answer. No, sir; I don't know whether all he invited were there or not. 

Question. Do not you know that that ball, or dance, gave dissatisfaction to quite a 
number of colored people; that he insulted quite a number of colored people; and 
that they felt out of humor by not having been invited ? 

Ayiswer. I reckon not. 

QueMion. Do not you know ? 

Answer. I don't know it. I never had a chance to know. I don't think he insulted 
any of them, for he asked all around, as far as I know. 
Question. How many did he ask that were not there ? 

Answer. I never heard of his asking; but from what I was told he asked a good 
many, and several he asked didn't come. ' 

Question. Why did not you answer that a while ago, when I asked you, and you said 
you dift not know that anybody else was invited than those that were there ; but now 
yon say a number were asked who did not come ? 

Ansiver. I mustn't have understood you then. 

Quesiion. You may correct yourself now. 

Ansiver. That is so. 

Quesiion. You know he invited quite a number who did not come ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but I don't know who they were. 

Quesiion. Do not you know that quite a number of colored people in that neighbor- 
hood made a fuss because they were not invited to that dance ? 
Answer. No, sir; I don't know it. 

Question. Was Swan McUpson among those taken out by the Ku-Ivlux f 
A nswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why didn't you think of him a while ago ? 
Answer. I called him over. 
Question. No, you did not. 

Answer. He was one I named to you ; one I counted over to you. 
Question. Not quite. Think of that again. You named Pete Hines, Jake Montgom- 
ery, and Bud Garrison, and Curtis Tiipscomb? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir, and Swan McUpson. 
Question. No, sir ; not quite. Think of that. 

Answer. I didn't wish to come up hereto tell anything but the truth, and I don't aim 
to do it. 

Quesiion. You are telling the truth now when you say that he was whipped ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; ho will say it himself. 
Quesiion. Was he severely whipped? 

Anstver. Right smart. I have not had a word with him since that. 
Quesiion. You say when they first came in you laid down your fiddle ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question Where ? 

Ansuxr. Down by my side ; and when they ordered me up I took my fiddle and laid 
it on the bed. 

Quesiion. And then they took you out and whipped you? 

Answe)\ Yes, sir; and ordered me off. 

Question. Did they go back in the house again ? 

Answer. After they whipped us? 

Question. Yes. 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't think they came back again. 
Question. When did they break your fiddle ? 
Answer. Before they left the house, 

Quesiion. You just said that you laid it on the 'floor, or on the bed, and then they 
took you out ? 

Answer. It was the same time. I laid my fiddle on the bed — this way — and they 
ordered me out ; and just as I got out they did it. 

Question. Why did not you state that when I asked you about the fiddle ? 
Answer. Didn't I ? 

Question. No. You stated in answer to the chairman that the fiddle was broken by 
the Ku-Klux, but you stated to me that the fiddle was laid on the floor, and that when 
you were taken out you laid it on the bed, and they took you out and whipped you, 
and then they broke the fiddle ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Why did not yon tell me that long before ? 
Answer. I tried to answer as right as I could. 
Question, Did you know any of these men ? 
Ans2ver. No, sir. 

Question^ They were completely disguised? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. I don't believe I should have known them if they had come in the 
day-time. 

Question. You cannot tell whether they were black men or white men ? 

Amwer, No, sir. I have said all the time that I never knew them, and I aim to die so. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 10, 1871. 
JAMES GAFFNEY (colored) sworn and examined ; 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you live in this county ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. In what part of it ? " 

Ansive7\ In the upper edge by North Carolina ; the other side of Pacolet. 

Question. How long have you lived there ? 

Ansiver. I have been living there five years. 

Question. Were you raised in that part of the country ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I was raised down, not far. from Cherokee Ford Iron Works, at 
Widow Gaffney's, where I was born. 
Question. What business do you follow ? 
Answer. Farming. 

Question. Are you working as a hand or have you land rented ? 
Ansiver. Land rented. 

Question. Have you at any time seen the Ku-IQux ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When? 

Answer. I saw them Monday night two weeks ago. 

Question. Go on and tell us what you saw and what they said and did ? 

Answer. They came in. I was lying dowu, and I heafd something coming. I raised 
• up, I was about half asleep, and I just shut my doors and never did a thing. They 
came to the door and pushed and tore, and both doors llcw opeu. They run in the 
house and I jumped up and run out of the house and got away. My wife was in there 
and made a fuss, and so I came back, and then they got me and took me olf from the 
house, and hit me five or six times about the head with a pistol. Then they took me 
off. One said when they hit me, ^* Don't abuse him in that way They took me up in 
the woods, and laid me down and whipped me up there. 

Question. Whipped you with what? 

Ansiver. With hickories. 

Question. How much did they whip you ? 

Answer. About forty licks, I reckon. 

Question. Did they tell you wJiy they were whipping you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they say ? 

Ansiver. Because I voted like I did. At the last corn gathering they had had a dis- 
pute ; that was at the corn shucking ; and they throwed it up to me. 
Question. Was anything else said ? 

Answer. That was all, I think. They told me next time I voted I must vote a demo- 
cratic ticket, and they would not pester me any more. 
Question. Did you promise that ? 

An8wet\ Yes, sir ; I told them I would. Me and the fellows at the corn shucking had 
a dispute, and when I was whipped they threw that up to me. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What did you say ? 

Answer. We were just talking to one another what we would do, and they said I had 
said I could whip any of them. They threw that up to me. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Have you told what they said ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were there? 

Ansiver. About a dozen, I reckon j I never counted them. 
Question. Were they disguised? 



SOUTH CAROLINA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



617 



Ansn'cr. Y<\s, sir. 
Question. How? 

Answer. Some of tliem bad doii<;li-f{ices like yon see in the stores, and some had horns. 
They were soft horns, like they were stutl'ed with cotton, and were right around the 
head. 

Question. Had they arms ? 
Answer. They had pistols. 
Qucsiion. How did they coQie ? 

Answer. They rode to within about one hundred and fifty yards, and then hitched the 
horses and came to the house a foot. 

Question. What did they whip you with ? 
Anmer. With some big hickories. 
Question. Did it cut your skin ? 

Ans^'er. Yes, sir ; I have got the scars all on my back now. 
Question How much of a family have you? 
Answer. Just me and my wife. 

Question. How have you felt about these things, in regard to your safety there? 
Have you felt that you were safe in living there since that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have been sort o' uneasy there, ever since they have been there. 
Question. What were you uneasj^ about ? 

Answer. I was afraid they might come and whip me, or do something to me again. 
Some of them they had whipped twice. 

Question. Did you ever stay out at night from your house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Why ? 

Answer. On account of the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Was that before or since you were whipped ? 

Answer. Before I was whipped. I never staid out since I was whipped. 

Question. Have there ever been any others in that neighborhood to whom they were 
doing the same thing ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; almost all of them of the black ones, and a good many white ones 
that I have heard. 

Question. Did you know any of the men who were at your house ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never would swear to them. I had ideas who they were ; that 
they were the same who were at the corn shucking. 

Question. What corn-shucking ? 

Answer. At ^Mr. Bush's. 

Question. Did yon see enough of them to be able to swear who they were ? 
Answer. No, sir; I could not. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. You say you promised to vote the democratic ticket ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you do that for ? 
Answer. Just to get off from them. 
Question. Do you mean to do it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't meau to do it when I told them so. I said it to get away 
from them. I thought if T said I would not, that they might kill me. 

Question. Do not you suppose they will kill you if you do not do it ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. I didn't aim to do it when I said it. I don't aim to vote 
any way unless times is better than what I have seen. 

By Mr. V.vx Trump : 

Question. How does it happen that you were more afraid before the Ku-Klux came 
upon you than you have been since ? 
Answer. They said they would not pester me any more. 
Question. You think there were about a dozen of these men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they all masked— disguised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; all were disguised with something on their faces. 
Question. What was the first thing they said to you when tl5cy came to the house ? 
Answer. "Where is he, where is he ; Godr damn^him, where is he ?" Some had sort 
of curious voices. 

Question. Are they all swearing fellows ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I never saw anybody curse so hard as they did. They pushed one 
one door and one the other. 

Question. Who did they name when they asked "where is he?" 
Answer. They never called naname, but said, " where is he?" 
Question. And theu they pushed, first, the door in ? 
Answer. They pushed it open and then hollooed " where is he V 
Question. Where did they find you? 
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A?mvei\ I ran out of doors and got i^lumb off; but I eame back, my wife took on so. 

Question. Where were they when you got back ? 

Answer. Some of them were in the house and some around tl^e house. 

Question. Were those in the house looking for you or talking to your wife ? 

Ansicer. Some were talking to her and some had a chunk of fire looking for me. 

Question. What did they say to you? 

Answer. They said, What are you doing out here, you damned nigger ?" 
Question. What else ? 

Answer. That is all. They asked me about a gun and pistols. 

Question. Why did not you tell that before ? Did they ask about guns and pistols 
before they asked about voting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why did you omit telling that before ? 

Answer. They asked me so many questions I can't tell all they did ask me. ^ 
Question. Have not you been told by some white men here that the most important 
thing for you to recollect was about the voting ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. You have had no talk with white men about that ? 
Answei\ No, sir. 

Question. How many days bave you been here ? 
Ansicer. Five days, I believe. 

Question. Are you staying with some of the colored people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in town. ! 

Question. Has any man talked to you about your testimony ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Not one ? 

Answe7\ No, sir. 

Question. Have any of the colored brethren talked to you about it I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What flid they say ? 

Ansiver. Just that I must not tell no stories. 

Question. They were cautioning you ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. They seemed anxious to keep you straight ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not something said about what you should say as to their having 
, talked to you about voting ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Was it simply because you forgot the matter of the guns and pistols that 
you did not state that awhile ago ? 
Ansive)\ Yes, sir ; they said so much. 
Question. Did they talk with you long ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; ever so long. 
Question. What about ? 

Answer. About first one thing and then another — pistols and guns, and how to vote. 
Question. Did they seem to be after pistols and guns among the colored people ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir ; they wanted pistols and guns. 
Question. Did they get one from you ? 
Ansiver, No, sir ; I didn't have any. 

Question. Did they seem satisfied Vhen you told them that ? 
Answe)\ Yes. sir. 

Question. Then you got to talking about voting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And talked a long while about it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long ? 

Anstve?'. About a quarter of an hour ; it was a foolish thing about one tldng and 
another. 

Question. Then they took you out and whipped you, notwithstanding you had 
promised to vote the democratic ticket ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I promised that to get away from them. 
Question. Did you promise that before or after they whii)ped you ? 
Ansive7\ After they whipped me. 

Question. Did they ask that before they whipped you ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not you tell them the first time they asked you, that you would vote 
the democratic ticket ? 
Ansiver. You ask me how I would vote the first time ? 

Question. You said that before they whipped you you were talking about how you 
had voted. 
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Jnsiver. Yes, sir, I told them I had voted. 

Question. Did they not ask you how you Tvero going to vote before they whipped 
you I 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. If tbey had asked you whether you would vote the democratic ticket before 
they whipped you, you would have told them so ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You would have been more anxious then to save yourself a whipping than 
afterward, if possible? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And yet they did not ask you then ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You are sure of that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why? 

Ansieer. Because I know they didn't ask me nntil after the whipping. 
Question. They seemed to think they could get a promise out of a man after a whip- 
l)ing better than before ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose so. 

Question. Something was said by these men, while whipping you, about the dispute 
at the corn-shucking ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was it ? 

Answer. They got to quarreling, aud some throwed corn. 
Question, Who did ? 

Answer. Me and Littleberry Gilbert, and Kinchen Gilbert, and Buddy Pope, and 
Craig Pope. 

Question. All white men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you the only colored man there ? 

Answer. No, sir, my brother, younger than I am, was there. 

Question. Were there other colored peo^ile ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, three or four more. 

Question, How many white men were there ? 

Answer. Kinchen Gilbert, and Bud Pope, and Littleberry Gilbert, and another Pope, 
and Cragiu Pope, aud Jim Eusscll, and Isham Hines, and Eufus Colman, and George 
Ezell, and Tom Linder. 

Question. Did you all get in the quarrel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. All the white people against you two colored people ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you get into a big quan'cl ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were quarreling mightily for awhile, and some of them got 
that stopped. 

Question, Eight or ten white men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, more than that. 

Question. You and your brother got into a quarrel with them ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. My brother throwed corn back and they started to jump on him. 
Question. You got pretty nearly to fighting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you two were disposed to fight that whole crowd ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; but none of the rest said anything. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 
Question, What Russells were those ? 

Anstver. Barney Enssell and Jim Russell were at that corn-shucking. 
Question. What Barney Russell ? 

Answer, I've heard he is in jail now. Both of the brothers were there. 
Question. What were you shucking corn for ? 

Answer. Mr. Bush had a corn-shucking, and we were all at the corn-shucking. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. It was^ corn-shucking frolic ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, A large crowd of white men ? 
Answe}\ Yes, sir. 

Question, And you two colored men only ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. We two were the only ones in the fuss, but there were more colored 
people there. 
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Spartaneurgh, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 
JOHN WINSMITH sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
QuesUon. Doctor Winsmitli, how long have you resided in this county ? 
Ansiver, feixty-eight years. 
Question, Are you a native of the county ? 
Afiswe7\ I am. I was born sixty-eight years ago. 
QuesUon. In what business or profession are you engaged ? 
Answer. I am a planter and a physician. 

Question. We have been informed, doctor, that you have been visited at your plan 

tation in this county 

Answer. At my residence. 

Question. By some men in disguise. We desire that you will state the circumstances 
connected with that visit to your house. First give the time. 

Anstcer. I believe it was on the night of the 22d of March last. My house is inclosed 
with a fence, and the front part of the house is separated by a paling from the back 
part where my chamber is, which opens on a portico overlooking the back yard. 
Between 12 and 1 o'clock I was awakened by a noise in the back yard. I generally, 
when I hear anything, go out and look, and I did so at that time, going out in my 
night-clothes, just as I opened the door I saw two men standing there, and I heard a 
loud noise in the front piazza of kicking and knocking at the door, evidently by a 
good many persons. Two persons were standing within about eight feet of my portico 
in the back yard. Both were disguised. One was a large man ; the other was 
a small man. The larger one, from his voice and movement, may have been 
between thirty and forty years of age. I do not think the smaller one was 
so old from the manner m which he moved. As soon as I opened the door the larger 
one hallooed, ^' Come around here, boys ; heroes the damned rascal." T stepped back im- 
mediately. I had a couple of single-barreled x)istc)ls lying on the bureau or in the 
drawers in my chamber. I have had them thirty years. I picked them ui>, and cocked 
one of them, intending to shoot them down right then, but my wife was asleep, and as 
I went out I pulled the door to so as to make as little noise as possible. I suppose they 
saw the pistols as I came out, for they both ran around the house about twenty feet to 
the corner. I jumped out and fired after them as they went around the corner — not 
more than twenty or twenty-two feet from me — with one pistol. It was a very dark 
night. The two were running together. The large one, who had called the others, 
started first, and the little one after him. I had a good aim on them and am accustomed 
to shooting pistols. I could only have missed them by tlieir not being right together, 
and by its being so dark that I could not see them plainly. I do not think I could have 
missed them except by their being so that the ball passed between them. One of the 
party was afterward heard by my wife to say, when they asked him if he was hit : 

He shot through my clothes." I did not speak a word to' them. Those tw^o were all 
I saw. 

Question. How many others were there? 

Answer. When these ran I heard the crowd coming in from the front yard by a gate 
which opens througli. I turned to meet them with the other pistol, and intended to 
get near enough to kill one of them. They began to fire at me as I went down the 
walk which separates the front from the back gate. They hit me several times, but I 
saw nobody and went on. I expected certainly to meet tliem at the gate; there was 
nobody there when I got there, but still they kept up the firing ; all were ahead of me. 
I discharged my last pistol at the flash of a gun under the hedges. I suppose it was at 
some person, though I shot merely at the flash of a gun. The others were all ahead. I 
saw only those two that I have mentioned ; the others were hidden under hedges and by 
the corners of the house and the cover that could be found in the yard. One of them 
must have been lying down, as he shot me in the thigh. The ball entered near the 
bone and went out about three inches higher than the point at which it entered, so 
that he must have been lying on the ground when he tired. The ball went clear 
through the thigh, and very near the bone, but without touching it. 

Question. In how many places were you struck ? 

Answer, Seven balls hit me ; one went through this arm above the wrist and broke 
one bone. One made a flesh-wound just through the elbow, and five went through the 
body fi."om the hips down ; one in the abdomen. 

Question. Was your life in danger by these wounds ? 

Anstcer. It certainly was. 

Question. Were the wounds of such a character as to endanger your life ? 
• Answer. Yes, sir. The two physicians who were there said they did not think I could 
recover at all. 

Question. How were those two men dressed whom you saw ? 

Answe}\ They had on disguises ; one of them was dark, the large one particularly 
so ; the other one I could not see idainly, it was so dark ; both were disguised. 
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Question. In ^vhat raannor wore they disguised ? 

Answer. With the faces covered up ; they had coverings over them, hut it was a very 
dark night and I eonhln't tell cohirs. 
Question. At what time of night? 
Answer. Betwcini 12 and 1 o'clock. 

Question. Was there anything else occurred than that which you have given to us ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What? 

Answer. They said — hut this was not said in my hearing, for when I fired the last 
pistol, I felt so l)adly shot that I could not stand, and I didn't think X)roper to go hack 
into the house, hut fell hack into the open place behind my kitchen about a hundred 
yards, and hy the time I walked there I had to lie down, for I should have fallen. I 
lay down there and was unconscious for a moment ; I suppose I fainted, I don't know 
how long. * The wounds bled very profusely. As soon as I got uj) I hallooed for the 
servants"; nobody answered, until an old negro woman at last came; the men had all 
run olt. There were some men about the yard, but they had all run olf. The old n(»gro 
woman then informed my wife and had some other negro women to come. They 
brought some sheets out and rolled me over on them, and, carrying me into the house, 
laid me down. My wife went for a physician three-quarters of a mile ; there was no- 
body else to go, for the negro women were afraid to go. 

Question. Was anything else said by these parties? 

Answer. When I went back they did not attempt to follow me. They broke open 
the door of the chamber which my wife had loc ked and went in ; my wife was in the 
adjoining room ; she had lit a candle and put it in that room, but was herself sitting 
in the dark room adjoining. Seven or eight of them came into the lighted room ; they 
were disguised. She went in there and they all went out j they were peeping about 
under the bed and in the drawers. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Who was she ? 

Answer'. My wife. All went out except one, who appeared to be the spokesman, and 
he said, ^'We came after this man Winsmith, this radical." She said to him/ *' If you 
are after my husband and say he is a radical, I will tell you wli.it, perhaps, I ought not 
to say, but you tell a lie ; he is no radical; he is a conservative and not radical in any- 
thing." Said he, Why does he act with the radicals, then f ' She did not replv. 
Said he, " If he is not, why don't he come out in the newspapers and say so f" She did 
not reply. Said he, " He is in favor of social equality with the negroes." She did not 
reply. Said he, " You have arms in the house ?" She answered. " If we have arms, go 
and get them." ^' Well," said he, " the negroes have arms." Why don't you go and 
get them from the negroes, then f she said. " The negi'oes say you have arms in the 
house, ' said the man. " Tell the negroes to go in and get them, then, if we have them." 
The one that was standing out. the large one, said, " Don't stand in there talking ; let 
us go." When he got to the door he said, We are a rough set of boys ; we are a rough 
set of boys ; we'll be back again," and off they went. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. This conversation between your wife and them was reported to you by 
her ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; immediately afterward. 
Question. Does that embrace all that was said ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; all that was said ; she heard more ; she heard a large number talk- 
ing out in the yard, evidently talking among themselves j there was where one of them 
said, He shot through my clothes." 

Question. Afeaning that you had shot through his clothes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They asked him if ha was hurt. 

Question. Did you recognize either of the two you saw? 

Answer. No, sir ; for it was only that one word or expression that I heard them use ; 
it was a very dark night, and I do not see very well at night; when I went out they 
ran. 

Question. Had you been taking such part in the political affairs of the State or county 
as to identify yourself with either party? 

Answer. I voted for Governor Scott in the election for governor. 

Question. What had been your previous action in political life ? 

Answer. Well, sir, we never had had democrats or republicans in South Carolina ; it 
was something new ; we all acted together heretofore ; we had at one time nullifiers 
and secessionists and Union men. 

Question. You are a native South Carolinian ? 

Answer. I am a native of South Carolina, and if any man should say that I was not 
as true to the country as any citizen of South Caroliiui, I would tell him that 
he said what he knew was not true. But I am not in favor of ultraism. I so voted in 
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the canvass for goveruor and said so at'the court-house. I was opposed to secession, but 
when the State had seceded I was as true as any man and contributed more for the sui>- 
port of the war than any other man in this district. 
Question. Sin(*e the war had you been in office? 

Answer, No, sir. When I voted with the republican party I was requested or asked 
if I would not have oflace, and I declined, as you will see in the file of the Union pub- 
lished here about the time, which stated that I was conservative — was a very moderate 
republican, and had refused to accept any office. 

Question. Had yon advocated what they attributed to yoii in this conversation with 
your wife—social equality with negroes ? 

Answet\ Far from it. 

Question, Were there any arms in your house ? 

Jnsiver, No, sir, except my own private arms, and an old rusty gun in possession of 
a negro that he bought soon after the war. It was not worth a cent and would not shoot. 
Question. Were they asking for arms belonging to you ? 

Answer. No, sir. I am thoroughly satisfied that it had been circulated by one or two 
malicious persons, who had some spite at me, that I had got arms to put them in the 
hands of the negroes on the place j I have no doubfc about that, and I have no doubt of 
this raid having been made in consequence of that having been circulated through this 
organization, though I have no particular evidence of that. 

Questim. Something has been said in connection with this transaction concerning 
the roads in the neighborhood of your house having been picketed that night with 
n(^groes. 

Ansiver. I have no doubt it is utterly fiilse ; I have never heard it before ; there is no 
such report in that neighborhood at all j it is utterly false ; the negroes were as unsus- 
pecting as I was, never dreaming of anybody coming to my place. The roads were not 
picketed; this party came openly ; there are plenty of persons to prove it ; they came 
by Glen Springs openly, though they were disguised. 

* Question. Give any information yon have, which you believe to be reliable, as to the 
whole transaction. 

Answer. They came about thirty in number by Glen Springs, a public place, a water- 
ing-place. At the door, some who were ahead stopped, and one or two got down in the 
piazza and did not appear to be shy. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was this in the daylight or night-time ? 

Answer. This was between 11 and 12 o'clock at night, I suppose, when they were at 
Glen Springs. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How far is that from your house ? 

Answer. About two miles. They all came up about thirty in number to near Mrs. 
Bobo's, about half a mile off, where the Spartanburgh road comes down and intersects. 
I have heard that Mrs. Bobo 'feays that others met them there coming by the other road, 
and some had been sitting in the piazza for an hour waiting for them. That was in the 
piazza of the store at the cross-road which leads from Spartanburgh. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was it understood at Mrs. Bobo's that a new reenforcement came there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, others came and joined them. 

Question. Was that a part of those that left Glen Springs ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was understood that others met them there, and that several had 
been there in the old store piazza opposite her house, having waited for them. 
Question. Was that a portion of the party from Glen Springs ? 
Ansiver, No, sir, but some that met them there. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Is that the road which intersects the Glen Spring road leading down from 
this place to your house t 

Answer. Yes, sir. They went up and asked Mrs. Bobo if she had any rope, I under- 
stand. She said she had no rope but her well-rope. They said one of them bad broken 
his stirrup. They appeared not to be apprehensive of being seen. They did not ap- 
pear to be at all apprehensive that the pickets would see them. They did not make 
any movement or effort to keep concealed except to conceal their individuality. There 
was no attempt to disguise the force going along, but each individual of the force was 
disguised. 

Question. Mrs. Bobo's is half a mile from your place ? 

Answer. No, sir ; half a mile from Glen Springs — two miles from my place. They ap- 
peared to have organized fully at Mrs. Bobo's. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the roads in that neighborhood being picketed 
by negroes ? 

Answer, No, sir. Nobody else has ever heard of such a thing, I suppose. I never 
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heard of it, and I would have heard of it if there Tiad been such a thing. The negroes 
have been remarkably quiet in that neighborhood. 

Qucslion. To what do yon attribute the visit of these men ? 

Ansiver. I have said that it has been circulated by some persons maliciously that the 
negroes had some arms, and that had been reported to this organization, and they had 
come. 

Qmstlou. What has been the effect upon the sense of security felt by the citizens in 
yonr part of the county, or, if you can speak of it, in the whole county,* by these raids 
of disguised men ? 

Answei', No one feels secure at nil. I think no respectable citizen, who has the repu- 
tation of being a man of means, and who has a settled character, feels secure. I have 
heard many strong democrats say, I don't think I am any safer than you are." 

Question.^ Is that sense of insecurity increasing with these instances of violence ? 

Answer. Certainly, it is. There are few men in the neighborhood who do not have 
their houses thoroughly armed, and we never thought of such a thing before. 

Qncstiou. In your belief, knowing this county for sixty-eight years, is there any ade- 
quate redress for these iujuries in the civil courts? 

Answer. None in the world. I am glad to give my opinion on that point. I consider 
om' State government a perfect and entire failure, utterly incompetent. There is no 
effort made at all to investigate or arrest this thing. People are afraid to talk about 
it. Many have told me, "I wanted to come and see you, but I wa« afraid." They 
feared the men of this organization might take offense at it. 

Question. To what extent in your opinion does tljis organization carry its purposes? 
Do they carry them to the extent of inflicting these injuries and afterward screening 
individual members from punishment? 

Answer. That has always been said to be the principle of the organization ; nobody 
appears to doubt it, so far as I see, except I see some doubts exi)ressed in the news- 
papers. 

Question. Is the belief of that fact a i)oteut means here of preventing an effort to 
bring them to justice ? 

Answei: It appears so. The civil authorities appear to be entirely paralyzed by the 
belief that it is dangerous for them to act; they make no efforts; there was no inves- 
tigation of this case of mine ; others have been whipped. 

Question. To what extent has that whipiiing gone in your county? 

Answer. To a very great extent, as I have heard, though I don't know it of my own 
knowledge. 

Question. To w^hat extent has this practice gone of requiring men to do what it was 
intimated you ought to do — publish your iirinciples in the newspajjers ? 

Answei\ I believe that is required of every man that is saM to be a republican, or 
radical, as they call them. I know there was a meeting at Glen Springs of the colored 
people. The planters all around there felt that their crops were iu a state of inse- 
curity, as the negroes might leave at any time. They got them to have a meeting iu 
whicli the negroes disavowed any intention of hereafter interfering or taking any 
action in political matters. This was published in the newspapers. 

Question. Had you personal knowledge of any of those negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Some of them lived on my place. 

Question. Was their action voluntary ? 

Answer. It was influenced by a sense of insecurity — personal insecurity. At Mr. 
Zimmerman's, my neighbor at Glen Springs, I think about a dozen left their crops and 
went away at one time — heads of families. Perhaps, if you will examine him, he can 
give you more definite information. The proceedings of that meeting held at Glen 
Springs wero published in the paper here, The Carolina Spartan. Some of the negroes 
on my place asked me what I thought of it. *I did not like to advise them, but I said 
I see no impropriety in your acting for your personal security ; in fact, I talked in such 
a way that they saw that I thought it would be best for them to do it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I hand you a copy of the South Carolina Spartan, May 11, 1871. Will you 
look at that card and state who are the signers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. These all live on the plantation of Major Elihu Smith, and some 
of them have been the leading republican negroes in the district heretofore; two of 
them. Orange Mack and Woftbrd, have been the leading republicans. 

Question. Are they those you speak of as having renounced the republican party ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir; and subsequently at a public meeting at which the colored people 
appeared, about two or three weeks subsequent to that paper. 

Question. Here is an account of that meeting in the Spartan of May 2.5 ; is it not ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir. Mr. E. C. Smith, mentioned there, is an active democrat, and 
nephew of mine. He thought there was great danger of his hands being run off, and 
they were planting largely. 
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By Jklr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is that Dr. Smitli the represeutativo ? 

Answer. No, sir; that is Dr. Bob Smith — no rekition. Dr. Bob Smith was present, 
however, and spoke at this meetiu<^. There was also another meeting at Fair Forest 
Township, adjoining Glen Springs Township, where they adopted the same resolutions. 

Question. That occurred May 27, and is published in the paper of June 8 ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they indorsed the proceedings at Walnut Grove ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they did. We felt great insecurity about our crops, if the colored 
laborers left. I think about a dozen, from Mr. Zimmerman's plantation were leaving. 
The men left their families behind. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where did they go ? 

Answer. I understand that they have gone to the edge of Tennessee ; so I have heard. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you know James Henley ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I know some Henleys, but I do not know whether it is him or not. 
There are Henleys in Fair Forest. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. What was the general understanding among the people as to the motive 
for inserting these cards renouncing the republican party ? 

Answer. The general understanding was that they were intimidated by this organi- 
zation. As a means of personal security they did that. A man is whipped, and he 
inserts a notice and makes a publication to keep from being whipiicd again. I sup- 
pose there is but one opinion on that subject. 

Question. A man is whipped and inserts a card, or makes a publication, to keep from 
being whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I lind upon examining the Carolina Spartan, a file of which I submit to 
you from January 5, 1871, to July 6, 1871, inclusive, the cards of fony-live persons ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir ; and I give you my understanding of it. I have not heard any one 
exi)ress a different opinion. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Living as you do in this community, and having your opportunities of 
observation, give us your belief as to what class or classes of men compose this orgau- 
ization. 

Answer. My opinion is that now it has fallen into the hands of a very lawless, vaga- 
bond set. I think originally it was under better regulation. When it first commenced 
men of more character governed it. A good many of them are a set of drunken vaga- 
bonds. I understand they make it a point always to have plenty of spirits along; and 
from what I have heard of their noise about Glen Springs when they passed, I suj^pose 
they must have been intoxicated. 

Question. From the nature of your county, it being an agricultural community, is it 
at all possible tbat such bodies of men could be brought together at one time without 
previous organization and concert ? 

Answer. Not at all ; it is not possible. The men who came to my house I have no 
doubt were a regular organization. I am inclined to think that several outrages have 
been committed by a few persons and perhaps independent of the organization ; some 
of the outrages that have been eommittejl on negroes were so. 

Question. Take the number who were ai the raid upon your house, thirty 

Answer. I suppose about forty from my information. 

Question. Take that number in a country of this character, could it be possible to get 
forty men together on one night without there having been notice beforehand that they 
were to meet ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was regularly organized some time before, I have no doubt. I have 
no doubt there are men who had control and command of the party. I do not think 
they intended to kill me, if that is proper for me to say. I do not think they came there 
for that ; but I did not feel inclined to put myself in their hands to inflict any indig- 
nity on me. I will tell all of it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was not an expression used there that night by some men to the effect that 
they did not intend to hurt you, and if you had not fired on them they would not have 
fired on you ? 

Answe)\ I was just coming to that ; this small man who came in and talked with my 
wife said, " We came here to give him a peaceable talk and he fired on us.'' My wilo 
replied, My husband always defends his premises and always will continue to do it 
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as long as ho lives." They came into my yard in disguise, and when the tall one shouted 
out, "Here is the damn rascal," I thought the only j^roper reply was a shot from a pistol. 

By tho Chairman : 
Question, You did not recognize that as the salutation for a peaceable talk ? 
Answer, No, sir; and I did not thiuk they would run so; I had heard that they were 
brave fellows ; but these scoundrels ran as fast as tliey could. 
Question. Of how many were your family composed that night? 

Answer. ]Myselt and wife; ou\y us two, and I have no doubt the scoundrels knew it. 
I am sixty-eight and my wife is about iifty-niue. I will also state that when this larger 
man called to the one in the house to come, don^t be talking," he said, " I don^t want 
the lady to be alarmed." 

Question. You live in a country-place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but I have a near neighbor who heard the firing and wanted to 
come, but his family clutched on him and would not let him go for fear he would be 
killed. 

Question. ^Vithin what period of time did these outrages begin in your county ? 

Ansiver, They have not prevailed to any extent until since about the time of the last 
election ; they commenced about that time — the time of the last State election, which 
was in October. 

Question. Have you given any attention so as to be able to state with accuracy the 
number of persons who have been whipped and visited in this county? 
Answer. Ko, sir; I have nothing detinitc upon that subject. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You say you think that originally this organization was in the hands <^ 
men of more character ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; more respectable men. I am inclined to think so because the^ 
acted more guardedly and more with a view to maintain their self-respect and reputa- 
tiou. 1 think it must have been so. 

Question. I do not find published any manifestoes of the order in this county. 

Answer. None have ever been published in this county ; no Ku-Klux manifestoes, I 
thiuk, have been published here; but they have in Union County. 

Question. I see some in the file of the newspaper here copied from the Union papers? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they occurred in Union; if there had been any ]3ublished in this 
county I would remember it. 

Question. I call your attention to one or two of them, which I think indicate that per- 
sons of some intelligence were concerned in their preparation ; 1 show you one in the 
paper of March 2, 1871. 

Answer. I remember that. 

Question. Here is one also, March 23. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think that these papers emanate from men of education and in- 
telligence ? 

Answer. I have no means of forming an exact opinion, but I should thiuk they did 
emanate from men who are at the head of the respectable part of this organization ; 
I have been long a member of the legislature, in the house and senate, and in most of 
the conventions w hich have been held, and I know our ijcople. j 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How long were you a member of the house or senate ? 

Answer. About fifteen years; I do not remember the exact time, and I have been a 
member of most of the conventions which have been held. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. In giving your opinion that the order of the Ku-Klux was originally in the 
hands of -men of more character and intelligence than at present, upon what do you 
base that opinion ? 

Ansu'er. Upon the character of the outrages to a great extent; they then appeared 
to exercise more judgment and discrimination ; they have now degenerated to a certain 
extent into drnnken brawls under the head of some leaders who have got to be leaders 
under appointment, I suppose. 

Question. Have you any opinion as to the extent or the numbers of the order? 

Answer. I have no particular information on that point, more than that it is pretty 
numerous in this district. • 

Question. By district, do you mean county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I speak by the old name sometimes ; they are now counties ; tho 
State government, in my opinion, is a i)erfect failure in South Carolina : 1 think it should 
be superseded^ because it gives no protection to the citizens in any way ; I thiuk that 
the people, the settled substantial people of any party, entertain that opinion to a great 
extent. 

40 t 
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Question. You think it Tf ould be better to have martial law then ? 
Answer. 1 do not know ; I would not say that. 
Question. I do not understand you then? 

Answer. I have not had a definite opinion upon the subject ; I think we ouf]^ht to be 
reconstructed over a^ain ; a second reconstruction is wanted ; the whole State govern- 
ment, legislature, executive, and judicial, I think, is a perfect failure. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. In other words, I understand you to mean that if there had been no such 
reconstruction as Congress lias adopted, things would be better ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am willing to give you my opinion fully upon that point ; I think 
after the surrender of our armies, if the South had been perfectly quiescent and entered 
'into no political oi'gauization at all, but liadgone back into the Union in a quiet way, 
we should not have had half so much reconstruction as we did have. 

Question. Do you call that a full answer to my question? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; if there is anything further desired, make the suggestion and I will 
add to if . 

Question. If I understand you, it was the formation of some political organization 
prior to the reconstruction acts that superinduced these acts. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the? form in which they were introduced ; I do not think Abraham 
Lincoln was ii< favor of colored suffrage ; we have no evidence that he ever was. 

Question. What political organization in the State of South Carolina do you allude to 
which necessarily brought the reconstruction acts of Congress ? 

Answer. The course of the Confederate States in forming political organizations and 
acting with a political party in ox)position to the governing party of the United States. 

Question. Where did that occur? 

Answer. It occurred here in South Carolina and in all the Southern States ; they 
formed a democratic party in the election for President and Vice-President ; they took 
an active part for Seymour and Blair ; but, in my view, they surrendered to the Gov- 
ernment, and the republican party then was the Government. 

Question. It was the party having possession of the Government ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it had possession and it appears to me, and it was then my opinion, 
that having snrrendered to the republican party it became us to be perfectly quiet and 
form no political organization until we were fully reinstated in the Union. 

Question. You think that would have been better policy ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does not the question come to this, that because the people of the South 
saw fit to arrange themselves in harmony with what is known as the democratic i)arty 
these terrible acts of reconstruction were passed. 

Answer. I think the acts of reconstruction were based, to a certain extent, upon 
these causes. The asperities engendered by the war and the subsequent political organ- 
ization in the Southern States were the causes. I can add this much, further, as my 
opinion, that if that thing were to begone over again, if everything were quiet and the 
Southern States were harmonious, I think that parts of the reconstruction acts would 
never have been forced upon the South, for they would never have been considered 
necessary. 

Question. In other words, if there.had been no democratic party in the South there 
wouM have been no reconstruction policy ? 

Answer. No, sir; they would have felt it to be unnecessary; if there had been none 
of the war asperity in the confederacy it would have been so. 

Question. Do you think the Southern people had no right to declare themselves dem- 
ocrats or republicans? 

Answer. I will not say that; I am not now speaking of rights, but I say it was the 
height of impolicy and was suicidal in us to take part in i^olitics before we were 
thoroughly in the Union. 

Question. You say that now looking back upon those times. 

Answer. No, sir; I thought so then, and I gave evidence of it when in the legis- 
lature. 

Question. Did you belont^ to some organization yourself? 
Answer, Yes, sir; and I was in a convention. 
Question. \What convention ? 

Answer. The convention called by the provisional government — by the President, 
Andrew Johnson. I was subsequently in the legislature and opposed the colored code 
upon tliC; ground * 

Question. <Did yon never vote what was called the democratic ticket in the South 
sinco the war ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; I voted for Seymour and Blair. 

Question. Then you knew that you did wrong? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I did not think my vote would make any difference ; but if none of 
•the people had vote.d at. all it would have been perfectly quiet. 
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Question. You think that if they had adhered to the policy of not voting at all it 
would have been better? 

Answer. Yes ; I think we should not have taken any part in polities until thoroughly 
reestabVshod. 

Question. That is your position now, and you stand in harmony with General Orr in 
that position. 

Ansu'i)'. I do not know how far General Orr's opinion may go; I am conservative in 
my opinion ; I will act with any party that proposes measures which I think are for 
the benefit of the country. 

Question. I understand you to say that you believe this Ku-Klux organization is in 
the hands of drunken vagabonds ? 

Answer. To a certain extent ; a great many of that class are in it. 

Question. I will ask you as to the character of the population of a certain district up 
here in the Cowpens region, whether that has not always been, under any system of 
law or administration, rather a lawless people? 

Answer. I do not know that it has, sir. 

Question. Are they not a rough i)eople? 

Answ(r. They are to a certain extent an uneducated people, but I could not say 
they are a lawless people. I have canvassed all through that country and found them 
very civil. They are to a certain extent uneducated. 

Question. Have they not been in the last few years carrying on illicit distilling? 

Answei\ Yes, sir; they make whisky. 

Question. Are they a rough, uneducated people? 

Ansicer. They are, some of them, uneducated, but I have found them an agreeable and 
clever people. 

Question. You say that originally this organization was under better men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; men of intelligence, but now men of lawless character are in it, 
ready to commit any acts at all — murder or anything else. 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. How far is your house from Cowpens battle-ground ? 

Answer. About thirty miles ; but I know every part of Spartanburg County very well ; 
I have canvassed it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Originally, and about the time of the last election, when this organization 
was formed, you say it was composed of better men ? 
Answer. I think better men acted in it. 

Question. You think so because when they commenced operations they were more 
guarded. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Would not that be natural in the beginning of any outlaws' operations? 
Answeo\ That may be so ; that the same men may have become emboldened by suo- 
ecss and become greater blackguards than at first. 
Question. Is not that the natural consequence? 
Ansiver. It might be so. 

Question. Did you see anything done by these men to make you believe that what 
was uttered there to your wife was not true, to wit, that they did not intend tahurt 
you, and if yon had not commenced firing they would not have fired at all? 

Answer. I think the declaration of the man there was evidence that they intended to 
perpetrate some indignity upon me. 

Question. From the rough way in which lie accosted you? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. But the fact is you fired first? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Without a word of expostulation? 

Answer. That is what was said. I never sxioke a word. 

Question. As soon as you fired they ran? 

Answer. Before I fired they ran ; when I stepped back and got my pistols and returned 
and pulled the door after mo I suppose they saw my justols, for they ran at once. I 
ran after them and fired as they went around the corner. When I was at one corner 
the i)arty came back to the corner and fired upon me. 

Question. You understand that one object of their visiting you was to see about arms ? 

Answer. That is what the man who was in the house said. 

Question, Have you not a son who is a brigadier general in the new militia organi- 
zation ? 

Ansicer. I have a son who was; but he has resigned. 
Question. Was he, then ? 
Answer. He was. 

Question. Was it not a fact that there were sent to him or that he received from the 
governor, at Columbia, several hundred stand of arms? 
Answer. I do not know how many ; some arms were sent to him. ' 
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Question. Were there not three or four hundred ? 
Ansii'cr. I do not know how many. 

Question. If these men knew everythiug about you they would be likely to know aa 
much about your son ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the arms were sent to him, but he had them locked up in the post 
office and never distributed them. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. In this town ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; in the post office. He never distributed them except to the town 
council and to the sheriff, to defend the town ; he did that under my advice not to dis- 
tribute them. I suppose I have done more than any one else to prevent the distribution 
of arms. I told Governor Scott of it, himself. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did you disapprove of the late canvass for governor ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Why? 

Answer. A meeting was held in the court-house to appoint delegates to Columbia. 

QMes/ion. To nominate a candidate for governor? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Which party ? 

Answer. The democratic party. After the meeting was pretty well over I went in 
Before I sat down I was called upon to sf)eak. I responded that I had not come in to 
speak or take part, but as I had long been connected with the people as their represent- 
ative, I would give my opinion ; that was, that if they sent delegates to Columbia they 
should instruct them not to make nominations for governor, but pass resolutions advis- 
ing the people to vote for the men best qualified for office, without regard to political 
considerations. 

Question. Did you join the meeting? 

Answer. I gave that advice. The motive for that advice was this: While it was 
desirable to have a governor, the chance of electing a democratic governor in South 
Carolina was utterly impossible, and if we got up an excited canvass it would bo an 
injury to tbe country, as the event has i)roved. 

Question. Then you disapx)roved of the canvass, so far as the democrats were con- 
cerned ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you attend any republican convention for a like purpose ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You did not give them the same advice ? 
Ahsiver. No, sir; I did not attend any republican convention. 
Question. But the republicans did nominate Governor Scott ? 
Answer. They had nominated him before that. 

Question. Had you determined to vote for Scott before you made that speech? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I had not then determined to vote for him. 
Question. Did you vote for him? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you mean by saying the State government is a failure ? 
Answer. It does not give protection to the people either in property or person, and I 
consider a government which does not protect its citizens an utter failure. 
Question. What is the reason of that? 
Answer. That I cannot tell you ; I can tell you the fact. 

Question. You say the courts of this State are utterly inefficient to check or punish 
these secret outrages ? 

Answer. 1 have not exactly said it in those words. I said the government was ineffi- 
cient. 1 do not think the governor tries ; I do not think he gives himself any trouble 
about it. 

Question. What makes him so easy ? 

Answer. I do not think he gives himself trouble about it; he is only interested in 
collecting the largest amount of taxes he can, and in manipulating the State bends so 
that they shall keep at the highest price. 

Qurfstion. I infer that yon are sorry for having voted for Scott. 

Answer. I could not have done worse; but, at the same time, if I had voted for Judge 
Carpenter, and he had been elected, it would have been just as bad. 
Question. That is your opinion of both men? 

Answer. That was my opinion then, that neither of them was qualified for governor, 
when I voted for Scott. 

Question. Then I understand you to mean that the State government in all its ramifi- 
cations is in about as bad a condition as it can be ? 
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Answer. xVbout as *bacl as a State government could be having the name of a State 
government. 

Question. Is there any other reason than inefficiency ? Do yon believe it is corrupt ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think there is no doubt that the h^gisliiture is corrupt. 

Quesiion. Can there be a bad government instituted or administered anywhere unless 
it produces also bad men ? 

Answer. It is very likely that government has a great influence in corrupting men, 

Qncsiion. Yon think there is no redress for these difiiculties. Why do you think so ? 

Answer. I do not say I think there is no redress; I say the present government gives 
no redress. 

Question. If it is impossible to find out who committed these outrages, can any gov- 
ernment give redress '/ 

Answer. Tbere was no difficulty at all, -when that number of men came to my house, 
in taking the tracks and tracing'them up for two days, and detecting them. There Is 
no difficulty in detecting them. 

Question. Have you known instances of open opposition to the administration of law ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not know of any. 

Question. Have you any doubt that ii' these men could be found out the authorities 
could arrest them f 

Answer. If they Avere found out, and the magistrate would issue a -warrant against a 
particular persOn, I have no doubt tlie sheriii could arrest him ; but, as I have said, my 
opinion is that there is such an organization that they will not bcfound out; n6r will 
a State officer issue a warrant. 

Question. If a i)erson made affidavit before the proper officer that a certain man had 
committed outrages, could he get process and have it served? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think our sheriff would arrest them. He is a clever man ; he 
would make the attempt. I do not think there would be any difficulty there. 

Question. It is not the fault of the sheriff, then ? 

Answer. The fault is in the public opinion that makes it unsafe for any man to make 
an attempt to either inform or make an investigation, or find them out. 
Queslion. Is that the general public feeling now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is the general public feeling and opinion so far as I know it. 
Many men have told me, " I would have been glad to come to see you when you were 
shot, but men might hear of it and fall upon me." 

Question. Black men or white men 1 

Answo'. White men. 

Question. Of all political parties? 

Answer, I do not know the political parties they belong to. 

Question. I understood you to say you have heard strong democrats say they have as 
much reason to fear these men as you have ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; so I have heard them say ; a good many democrats came to see me 
when wounded ; I have as many friends who are democrats as republicans. 

Question. I am tjatisfied that you are a man of courage and resolution, or you would 
not have acted as you did. Now, why did not you take up the tracks the next morn- 
ing f 

Ansicer. The next morning I could not turn over in my bed; I was pretty near dead. 
Question, AVhero was your son ? 
Answer. He was here in Spartanburgh. 
Question, Did he know it next day ? 

Ansicer.' He was here in court, and I would not let them send up. 
Question. He was then in tho office of general ? 
Answer, No, sir; the militia is not organized. 
Question. He is your son and has been a general ? 

Answer, He had no command. He had been a general by appointment of Governor 
Orr and Governor Scott. 

Question, Do you know any reason why he should be like the rest of the people ? 

Ansiccr. I suppose he was afraid, and x>erhaps he ought to have been more than 
any one else. 

Question. You would not have been afsaid ? 

Anstcer. I cannot say whether. I would or not. If I had had a few persons with mo 
I cannot say that I would have felt afraid. 

Question. Could they not have soon raised a posse here enough to track these men f 
Answer. He had no authority to raise a posse ; he was not a civil officer. 
Question. Could he not have put that machinery into motion ? 
Answer. I do not know how he could have done it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You were asked whether any oi)en opposition was made to the enforcement 
of law. Did you not hear of a raid made upon the jail hero for the rescue of a man ? 
Answer, yjea, sir. 
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Question. The man was a prisoner, and to be Ining the next day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard of it ; I did not have any knowled^^e of it myself. 
Question. Did yon not hear of the proceedings by Avhich men were taken out of jail 
in Union County and murdered? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Y.\xTrvUMP: 
Question. \Yas not that by these same Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But I asked you as to whether there was a resistance to the service of pro- 
cess ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I understood you. 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You have said that there would be no difficulty in arresting men after an 
affidavit wjis made ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not so strongly as that. I do not think there mi,G^ht not be some 
difficulty* I think our sheriff would arrest the men if it was put in his hands. I do 
not know whether he would take the process himself or not ; the magistrates issue the 
warrants generally to the constables ; no magistrate has been found to issue a warrant. 

Question. Would not there probably be great difficulty in convicting in the State 
court ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Do you know whether the purposes of this organization extend to the de- 
fense of its members ? 

Ansiver. Upon the very day before the night on which I was shot I had been here 
and the court was in session ; the word came up here of the outrage having been com- 
mitted, and the court had not a word to utter in regard to it, nor did the grand jury. 
I have been asked why I did not follow the parties up. 1 was almost dead the next 
day; unable to turn in my bed j tw^o physicians had pronounced the opinion that I 
would die. 

Question. As to this case of outrage you speak of the day before in court here, was it 
not the fact that because the grand jury could not find out who committed the act, no 
bill was found ? 

Aimcer. It appeared to mo to be the duty of the court and grand jury to do some- 
thing in a case of the kind. 

By Mr. Stoyenson : 

Question. Did you understand that no attempt was made to ascertain who the par- 
ties were ? 

Ansiver. None in the world ; the judge ran over this business Tcr;?^ carelessly. It was 
thought that he was himself intimidated, and he slunk off to the place where he lives. 
There was no attempt at all by the grand jury or the court. 

Question. Is it not the understanding that the whole county is permeated by this 
organization, and nobody knows to w^hat extent? 

Answer. I think that is the understanding, but that it prevails to a greater extent in 
some sections than in others, or they are more active in committing outrages. 

Question. And that the machinery of justice is paralyzed? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Nobody is arrested, and no attempt is made to arrest anybody, so 
far as I know. 

By Mr. Yak Trump : 
Question. Do you not know that several cases are going on now ? 
Answer. Not by the civil authorities; I do not know that any were arrested by the 
civil authority. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. There are a few cases that have been undertaken by the United States 
authorities within a few days ? 
Answer. I did not know it. 

Question. You spoke of corruption in the State government, including th<? legislature. 
Do you understand whether or not these corruptions are confined to any one party 
exclusively ? 

Answer. I do not understand that they are. I have heard it remarked that they are 
all one — one party just as corrupt as the other there. I do not know it myself. I 
know some of the men. ^Ye have members from the Spartanburgh district of whom 
my personal knowledge is sufficient, I think, to exempt them from that imputation. 

By Mr. Yan Trump: 
Question. They are democrats, are they ? 
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Ansiccr, Yes, sir; and my personal knowledge is sufficient to exemi^t them from that 
imputation. 

Qnexiiou. Do you not know that there is about seventy-five republican nfajority in the 
legislature ? 

Answey. Yes^sir. 

QuC'Stion. It would be a vain expenditure of money to expend much on twenty demo- 
crats? 
Ansiver. That might be. 

By Mr. Stevex80X : 

Quesiio)}. Have yon understood that they made these jobs that have been passed 
through the legislature party questions ? 

Answer. 1 have heard that they were not, but that the jobs in the legislature were 
got through independent of party organization. 

By the Ciiair^iax : 

Question. The wrongs complained of in regard to the State government seem to be a 
source of complaint to both parties. Do you suppose, from the character of this Ku- 
Khix organization, that it was endeavoring to reform, the State government by means 
of these outrages ? 

Ansiver. I have no doubt it has attempted to operate on the vote in this district. 
That is the object in this district. 

Question. That being the case, do you know of any instance in which they have 
directed their attention to any but tho»members of one party, or those whom they sup- 
posed to have been in sympathy with that party ? • 

Answer. I have not heard of any ease except those supposed to be in sympathy with 
one party. At my house, when my wife said I was not a radical, they asked, ''Why 
does he act with them ? "Why don't he come out in the pa^iers and say so?" 

Question. Do you know Major Warley of this State ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. To which X)arty does he belong ? 

Answer. I think he is a democrat. I have known nothing of him since we met in 
the legislature. From his course in the tax payers' convention, 1 think he was a con- 
servative democrat. 

Question. I find in the proceedings of the tax payers' convention a speech by Mr. 
AVarley, in which he denounced the preceding legislature in these words, which I quote 
to call your attention to another question : " If I have displayed zeal and ardor in this 
exposure of fr'jnd and vice, it is because I would save the State, not from ignorant and 
corrupt legislators so much as from rich aspiring and unprincijded men, some of them 
imported, it is true, but many of them degenerate and unworthy sons of that noble 
though now impoverished mother whom they rob." Have you known any of the men 
of that class, who are charged with having corrupted the legislature, natives of South 
Carolina, who have been visited by the Ku-Klux ? 

AnsiccT. No, sir ; I do not know any of that class who have attempted to corrupt the 
legislature that have been Aisited by the Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Taking the legislature of South Carolina just as you find it, largely made 
up of ignorant uneducated negroes, is it your opinion that these negroes could be more 
easily approached with money, and more easily corrupted than w^hite men ? 

Answer. Easier than such white men as had always heretofore been elected to our 
legislature, they certainly were; but there are white meu as low as the negroes in the 
legislature. The white men who formerly occupied seats in the legislature, with a few 
exceptions, could not be corruiHed by money. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is it not a fact that the corruption of negroes has been charged, to a great 
extent, to natives of the State ? 

Answer. To a certain extent, and to others, too. The sentiment is that white men of 
the republican party, both foreigners and natives, have been equally active in corrup- 
tion. 

Question. Not wishing at all to palliate, but rather to condemn everybody connected 
with this corruption, I call your attention to another extract from a speech made in 
this taxpayers' convention held last May, by Mr. Warley : 

'* Mr. President, one prominent feature in this transaction is the part which native 
Carolinians have played in it; and it is to this feature that I ask to be allowed to 
address myself in closing. I say, sir, and I say it in sorrow, that some of our own ♦ 
household, men whom the State, in the past, has delighted to honor, but whose honors 
have been withered by the atmosphere of corruption that they breathe, are involved 
in this swindle. I can't conceive how these men, thorough^ acquainted as they are 



632 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



with the negro character, and with the circnmstances which, np to a recent date, sur- 
rounded the negroes then in slavery, knowing, as they well know^ that in mature 
manhood the negro is mentally a child, and that, morally, he never passes the stature 
of infancy, could reconcile it to themselves to approach them, when, by force of law, 
they were suddenlj' raised to political power, and by appealing to their cupidity and 
avarice make them their instruments to eliect the robbery of their inii)overished 
white brethren. The highwayman spares the idiot, the pirate has mercy on the fool, 
but these, our own people, use idiot and fool alike to consummate their schemes of 
spoliation and plunder." 

In view of the denunciation of both, how do you account for the fact that neither in 
this nor in any other portion of the State, have any of these native South Carolinians 
been made the subject of these lawless outrages ? 

Answer. From the fact that they have been attempted to be inflicted uj)on republi- 
cans, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trusip : 

Question. Have you uny knowledge as to what particular native South Carolinians 
Mr. Warley alludes to ? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir; I cannot say I have knowleilge, but I have a very definite opinion. 
It may not be proper to mention names. Mr. Warley is there speaking of the railroad 
appropriation ; the men connected with that are the men he alludes to. I can speak 
generally without indelicacy. Some of our native South Carolinians, heretofore prom- 
nent, were active in getting that through the lej^isiature. 

Question. If you have delicacy in naming theifi we can find out by other means. 

Afisicer. I can give my opinion, but it would not do any good, I think. If it is asked 
as a necessary question, I will answer it, but it is easy to form an opinion on this sub- 
ject. I forgot to tell you, Mr. Van Trump, why I voted for Scott. He told me in con- 
versation that he would make all the effort he could to reform the State government. 
On the stand here I heanl Judge Carpenter and General Butler, the democratic candi- 
dates for governor and lieutenant-governor, say that they were stronger republicans 
than General Scott was, and better republicans; and I thought he was republican 
enough for me, and that day I made up my mind to vote for Scott. General Butler 
said that he had been to Washington ; his illustrious namesake and General Logan 
had interested themselves to get his disabilities removed, and I thought they must 
have thought he was going to do something or they would not have done i 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What is your height, doctor ? 
Ansiver. Six feet. 
Question. What do you weigh? 

Ansiver. At the time I was shot I weighed about a hundred and* eighty pounds, but 
not so much now by very many pounds. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 
WILLmi G. BRYANT sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Have you any recollection of where you were on the night preceding the 
last election — the election in October ? 
An8^C€r. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect of hearing the next day of who were whipped down in 
Limestone Township ? 

Ansjrer. Yes, sir ; I heard of several. 
Question. Who did you hear of ? 

Answer. I heard of a man named Champion being whipped— a white man — and of 
a negro woman, and of two negro men, and of a white man, I think, by the name of 
Price, if I mistake not. 

Question. Did you, on that night preceding the election, see any considerable body of 
men, three or four or more ? 

Ansiver. *No, sir. 

Question. On the night they were whipped ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you matle any statement to the effect that you did see any body of men 
on that night ? 
Answer. I made a statement that I saw ojie man. 
Question. Who was that ? 
Ansivei'. Do I have to answer that question ? 
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Question. That is wliat wo desire, to get at iuformation. Was lie in disguise ? 
Answer. When I saw liim he was not. 

Question. Our purpose is to ascertain, if we can, who were the men who were out there 
on that night when these people were whipped, and if you will go on and state any 
facts that you think have a bearing on that subject, please to do so without special 
questions. 

Answer, So far as that question is concerned, I will give you a narrative without 
questioning. 

Question. I would prefer you should do it in that way. 

Answer. On the Sunday night previous to the election on Wednesday, the 19th 

By Mr. Van Tru:mp : 

Question. The first night that you have been asked about was the night before the 
election ; is this the same night ? 
Answer. Ko, sir ; I do not mean it as the same night. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Go on with your narrative in your own way. 

Answer. I was in Cleveland County, North Carolina, six miles this side of Shelby 
Court-IIouse. It was my purpose to be at Limestone Springs on Wednesday, at the 
election for the legislature. I came over on Monday morning, which, I believe, would 
have been the 17th, and crossed Broad Eiver at §urratt's, and came over and took din- 
ner with an old gentleman named Turner. There he related to me the depredations 
carried on on Saturday night and ou {Sunday night. I did not see them. He stated 
that these men were whipped — badly whipped — and other depredations committed in 
connection with the whipping. I came from Turner's in the direction of home, some 
seven or ei^ht miles, and staid all night. I staid one mile this side of Cowpens Fur- 
nace, in this county. I learned that there was going to be no election at Limestone 
Springs ; that the election was broken up. It was my purpose to be there. It was 
broken up — so said the citizens — by the violence of some parties unknown to me. 

Question. Did that relate to the whipping of the managers? 

Answer. It was so said. 

Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. I staid ou Monday night one mile this side of Cowpens Furnace. There 
was a man passed by me. I staid at a camp right in the fork of a road one mile this 
side of Cowpens Furnace, in Spartanburgh county; that was Monday night, the 17th, 
sir. He asked me my name — it was very dark, you understand, and I think it was 
about 9 o'clock ; I had a small fire, but there was no light, only what the coals gave. 
He asked me how far it was to Camp's Cross Roads. I told him it was three miles. He 
asked me which rgad went there. I told him the road he was in — the right-hand road 
there. The old road was the nighest, but it was filled up and thrown away out of use. 
He then asked me my name. I gave him my name. I asked him his name. He said he 
was a stranger in that country. I then asked him what time in the evening it was he 
passed my house. I live six and a half miles from here, on the Kutherfordton road. He 
saidlie supposed about an hour by sun. It was too dark then for me to identify his person, 
but his voice I was well acquainted with — more of that after a while. "He came on 
back next morning, and I had learned by Mr. Turner, after his giving an explanation 
of their whipping so many citizens in that country, that two negroes, one named Witt, 
and another Charley, former owners, Lipscomb and Fernandes, had fled from there, one 
to Spartanburgh, and the other to Laurens. I said to him jokingly I didn't suppose they 
would get Witt or Charley that night. He says simply, Why f ' I told him I had learned 
that one had gone to Spartanburgh and the other to Laurens for protection. About an 
hour before day. I heard him pass back. 

Question. Who? 

Answe7\ The same man that had passed by me. Now yon may ask questions and see 
why 1 knew it was the same man, but I will come to that directly. I heard a man 
come by the camp and accosted him in this way : ''I suppose yon didn't get Witt nor 
Charley," and he says ''No." He came on back home ttat morning, audi never got home 
until evening; late in the evening I came home, but he passed my house as he went 
home. I had heard of his making some statements that I did not think was correct; 
that I knew were not correct— that were false, as representing me, my own person and 
personal character. 

Question. That who was doing this ? 

Answer. This same man. He made them after he came to this town. I heard this. 
I came into town a few days afterward, and a gentleman with mo from my own neigh- 
borhood, and I saw this man walking down here by the livery stables, and I says, "I 
will ask that gentleman concerning the reports I have heard ho has made, and his de- 
claration toward me;" and I came up to him and asked him, and he said he hadn't made 
them. He asked mo who told me. 1 told him. He says, " Let us go to him, for I did not 
make them." I told him, " I don't go about chasing up uews uow-a-days ; it was not worth 
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while," and asked him some questions. I asked him if he found the Cross Roads that he 
inquired of me some nights before. He said he did. I asked him how he knew when 
he got there — how he knew the place — being that he was a stranger. He said he knew 
by a post oak that stood in the forks of the road. The road crossed in this way, [illus- 
trating,] and there was the post oak. I asked him how he knew the post oak when it 
was so dark. Ho said he rode up and felt the blaze on it. I said, Were the other boys 
there when you got there Ho says, "No, sir." I asked how long was it. Ho said three- 
quarters of an hour before they came. I said, Did you alight ?" He said, " No, sir ; I sat 
on my horse all the time." I asked, " Did they come f" He said, " Yes, sir ; they came, 
but after three-quarters of an hour.'' 
Question. Go on. 

Answer. That is about all of it. You must ask now any questions you please. 
Question. Who was the man who came to you in your camp there that you spoke of — 
what is his name ? 
Ansiver. Miles Gentry. 
Question. W^here does he live ? 
Answer. Somewhere in this town. 
Question. What night was thafc ? 
Answer. Monday night, the 17th of October. 

Question. Was that the night after you heard Champion was whipped ? 
Answer. It was the night after I heard he was whipped. 

Question. How was he dressed that night ; was he in bis ordinary dress or in disguise? 

Answer. I don't think he was in disguise. I thought he was in ordinary dress. It 
was dark, and I could not see whether he was or not, but it was not my impression 
that he was disguised. 

Question. Did you see him clearly enough to recognize him that night ? 

Answer. I did not see him clearly enough, and would not have recognized him but 
that I knew his voice, and the statement 1 have made to you — don't you understand ? 

Question. You sj^oke to him in this town on the supi)osition that he was the man, 
and then this conversation followed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question, Is Miles Gentry the same man you met in town and put these questions to? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The same man that rode to the cross-roads ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The same man that waited three-quarters of an hour for the boys ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The same individual all the time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; all the time. Now will you please to understand me ; when he 
assed my camp that night it was dark, and my lire was nearly out, and I could not 
ave recognized his i^erson. I was acquainted vvith his voice. He asked my name — I 
believe he knew — I said Bryant. He said which Bryant. I said, '*W. G." I asked 
without further question what time he passed my house— for I liyed on the road — and 
he said, " I am a stranger in this part of the country." I said, You rode very hard j" that 
is twenty-one miles from this town. • 

Question. Had you no susx)ieion at that time of who he was ? 

Ansiver, I knew who it was, so far as voice would be concerned after a long acquaint- 
ance. 

Question: Do you say the point where this occurred was twenty-one miles from this 
town ? , 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the ChairmaxNT : 
Question. What time of night was that ? 
Ansicer. I can't tell. ^ • 

Question. Where was this cross-roads ? 
Answer. Camp's cross roads — three miles from where I was. 
Question. W^as any i)erson whipped on that night that you knew of out there! 
An8ive)\ 1 didn't hear of any this night. This was Monday night. 
Question. Was it the Monday night preceding the election f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on Sunday and Saturday- night the w^hipping took place, I was. 
informed. 

Question. AVhat boys did you refer to as meeting this man ? 
Ansice)'. I jokingly meant what he had went to meet. 
Question, What do you mean ? 

Answer. 1 mean just this : from the information I had learned of the depredations 
committed, I meant that he had went to meet a set of men who were going to commit 
more crime. 
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By ^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question. You meant the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer, I did, sir; that is whatl ineam. 

By the Chairman : 

Qucslion. Did you ex^cak that to him in such a way that he would understand what 
you did mean? 

Ansivc7\ I do not know whether he did or not. I spoke it to him as I speak it to 
you. I asked him first if he found his place. He said yes. I asked how ho recognized 
it. He said by the post oak in the forks of the road. " How By the blaze." 

How did you know the blaze f I felt it." I said, " How long did you wait ; were 
the boys there," or " How long did you wait?" He said they were not there, but he 
waited three-quarters of an hour. I asked, "Did you alight?" He said that he sat 
on his horse. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. He did not ask you who the boys were? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you say anything to Mr. Gentry about having been at the meetinc: of 
theKu-Klux? ' ^ 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Or about knowing of the whipping to Champion or Clem Bowden ? 
Answer. X'o, sir. 

Question. Have you given all the conversation ? 

Answer. I have given you what occurred between him and me there and here. 

Question. Did you tell him distinctly that you recognized him out there that night, 
or just begin the conversation in the manner in which you stated here ? 

Answer. I began it in the manner in which I stated it. He knew— but it would not 
be proper for me to say — I was going to say he knew I recognized him. I recognized 
him by his voice, but as to his person I could not say I recognized it, because it was 
dark, but his voice was familiar, and his conversation that took place proved that I 
recoguizfid him, and I asked him what time he passed my house, and I being very 
familiar, and his telling me what time he passed 

Question. Had you been well acquainted with him before? 

Answei\ Yes, sir; very well. 

Question. Did he give you any caution about saying anything on the subject ? 
Answer. None whatever. 

Question. Was there anything said about men being disguised at all between you and 
him? 

Answer. Xot a word, sir, I don't think. 

Question. Did you ask him anything about what he was out there for? 
Answer. I didn't ask him anything what he was there for. 
Question. And he did not tell you ? 

Answer. He didn't tell me. Just as I before stated, I asked him if he found the place, 
and if he recognized the place, and jokingly asked him how long before the boys come. 
You may infer from that I had a notion from the information 1 had that day and the 
two nights previous. 

Question. You live six miles and a half from town? 

Answer. Y^es, sir ; on the Kutherfordton road. 

Question. What is your business? 

Answer. I am a farmer. I have spent a good deal of my life in teaching. I am a 
farmer by trade. 

Question. How long have you lived in this neighborhood or county? 
Answer. I have lived in this county, with the exception of fifteen years, all my life, 
and that fifteen years was in the adjoining county of Greenville. 
Question. How old are you? 

Answer. Sixty-two on the 8th of September last ; so my age is recorded. I followed 
teaching school about fifteen years in Greenville County. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
^ Question. W^hat was it you said about the night before the last election? 

Answer. I don't think I said anything about it. I don't think you will find it so 
recorded on your minutes. The night before was Tuesday night, and I was that night 
at home. • 

Question. When did you understand that the whipping of Champion and these other 
parties took place? 

Answer. On Sunday and Saturday night, which I believe would inclose tlio 15th and 
10th of October. 



I 
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Question, It was on two niglits— -'Saturday and Sunday night ? 
Answa; Yes, sir. 

Question, When and where did you see "this man." that hoing the way you char- 
acterized him in the first place, whom you now call " Gentry ? " 

Ansicer. In this county, about one mile this side of Cow pens Furnace, on the road 
leading either to Limestone, or Surratt's Ferry, or to Cowpens Furnace. 

Question. When was tbat ? 

Ansiver. It was on the 17th of October, I think. 

Question. What day was it? 

Answer. On Monday night, sir. 

Question. That was the first you saw of him? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on that occasion up there. 

Question. On Alonday night, the 17th of October ? 

-4«8i<;cr. Yes, sir; 1 think it was the 17th of October. 

Question. Some whipping had taken place the night before? * 

Answei'. Yes, sir; two nights previous to that — Saturday and Sunday nights. 

Question. Were you living at the i^lace where you first saw him ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Wbat were you doing there? 

Ansiver. I was camped there. I had been traveling a little. 

Question. Where had you been? 

Ansiver. To North Carolina. 

Question. On what business. 

Answer. Some various business. 

Question. What was it ? 

Ansiver. Some of the business was to see my relations; that is one thing. That is 
the most correct I could give. Others was to look at the country. 
Question. Nothing else? 

Answer. I can't say that there was anything else in particular, sir. 
Question. Who did you take to North Carolina with you ? 
Answer. A > oung lady, my sister-in-law. 
Question. What for ? 

Answer. To iutroduee her ; to take her to her brother-in-law's — her sister's — in Polk 
County, North Carolina. 

Question. Then the principal business was not to see your friends, but to take your 
sister-in-law ? 

Answer. I can't say it was my principal business. I had frieuds there that I hadn't 
seen for several years. I went to see them. 

Question. What trouble or difficulty was it that occurred before that which led you 
to take your sister-in-law to North Carolina ? 

Answer. I didn'c have any. 

Question. You sw^ear so ? 

Answer. I didn't hear any trouble or difficulty. In what way do you mean ? Speak 
it plain, so I can understand you. ^ 
Question. Yon understand whether there was difficulty ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't understand that there was any difficulty. There was a mis- 
giving got up after I had gone. 
Question. What was it ? 

Answer. It was settled when I got back. It was an error. 
Question. What was it — a misgiving ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. That don't concern the case I was qualified on. 

Question. Are you to judge of the matter? 

Anstver. No, sir; but I leave it to the chairman. 

The Chairman. It is a proper question to test your recollection. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What was the misgiving ? 
Ansiver. It was that I oughtn't to have taken her. 
Question. Why? 

Answer. Because they didi^'t think it was my phice. 
Question. What was the reason of that ? 

Answer. They had got out rumors after I had gone. I am satisfied or was told — and 
it took me some trouble to clear them up — that I had taken her for my own purposes, 
if you w^mt to knaw the whole of it ; that was the rumor after I got back, not before 
I started. ^ 

Question. Were you a married man ? 

Answer. 1 was, sir. 

Question. You did not know anything of the misgiving before you went f 
Ansiver. No, sir ; not until after I got back. 
Question. How did you clear up that misgiving? 
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Answe)\ Stating? to tho people where I had staid j how I introduced her at the geu 
era! hotels where I had staid. 

Question. How long before the 17th of Octohcr was it when you went to North Car 
olina ? 

Jusim\ On the 26th of September. 

Question. You went there with this sister-in-law on the 26th of September? 

Answer. I did not go to North Carolina on the 2Gth of September. I left on the 26th. 

Question. Where did yon leave your wife ? 

Ansicer. At camp meeting. 

Question. Did you start from camp meeting? 

Answer. I started from home. 

Question. You had been at camp meeting, and you left your wife at camp meeting? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You went from home with your sister-in-law ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. IIow long did you stay at home ? 

Answer. I do not know. There was time-pieces there, but I did not notice. 
Question. You had a time-piece ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 
Question. Where was it ? 
Answer. At home. 

Question. Do you mean a clock? # 
Ansircr. Yes, sir ; and watch, too. 
Question. Did you look at them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What time did you gethome'with your sister-in-law? 
Answer. I suppose about 10 o'clock. 
Question. In the day-time? 
Answer. In the night-time. 

Question. IIow far w^as the camp meeting from your home ? 
Answer. About three miles. 

Question. Did you leave in the night-time from the camp meeting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hen did you and your sister-in-law determine to go to North Carolina ? 

Ansicer. At the camp meeting. She wanted to go to her sister's. I had a letter from 
her brother-in-law that he was coming to Polk County on some business, and she 
wanted me to take her there to see her sister. It is a little town called Marshall. 

Question. Was this sister-in-law your wife's sister? « 

Answer. She was. 

Question. Was she younger than your wife? , 

Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How much younger? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Give us your best impression. 

Answer. May-be I can give you a pretty good statement, [figuring with a i)encilupon 
paper;] I suppose about thirteen years. 
Question. Younger than your wife ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was her age? 
Answer. Going on about nineteen. 
Question. Your wife, then, is younger than you are? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and very likely, too. 
Question. Good-looking ? 
Answer. A good-looking woman ; yes, sir. 
Question. Was this sister-in-law as good-looking. as she was? 

Ansicer. I would not hardly think she was. My wife is a very good-looking woman. 

Question. W^hen did your sister-in-law and you at the camp meeting come to the con- 
clusion to go to North Carolina ? 

Answer. 1 said part of it or most of it occurred at the camp meeting. She had 
asked me before that to take her to her brother-in-law^s ; some other was at my house. 

Question. In the presence of your wife? 

Ansiver. I do not know whether she was present or not. 

Question. Wlien did you finally agree to go — was it on the camp-ground? 

Answer. I do not generally do anything I don't wish my wife to know. 

Question. Where on the camp-ground and at what particular time did you and her 
finally agree to go to North Carolina ? 

Answer. Sunday evening, I think. 

Qtiestion. How long before you started home? 

Ansiver. How many hours or days ? • 

Question, W^hat was the time ? 
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Ansicer. I do not know just what the time was; it might have been on Sunday at 
1 o^clock. 

Qimiion. Was it Sunday night you left the camp-ground 7 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiion. Did you say what time yon left the camp-ground ? 
Amivcr. I do not know whether I did or not. 
Quesiion. You said you ^ot home about 10 o'clock? 
Answer. I think 1 said 9 o'clock. 

Quesiion. I think you said 10 o'clock ; what do you think ? 
Answer. I told you I didn't notice the clock then. 
Quesiion. You said it was about 10 ? 
Answer. I do not know whether I did or not. 
Question. Did you start for home about night or not? 
Ansiver. About dark— it is three miles. 

Quesiion. And it took you from just about night until 10 o'clock to get home ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think I said about 9 o'clock. Has the gentleman got it recorded ? 
Question. I am not under oath as a witness, and I can say 1 do not know. 
Answer. I do not know, cither. 
Quesiion. How did you travel home ? 
Answer. On foot, 

Quesiion. Why did not your wife go home with you ? 
Answer. That is what I dojnot know. 
Q,uesiion. Did you tell her you were going home ? 
Aiisicer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you take your wife there to camp-meeting ? 
Ansicer. I did. 

Question. With your sister-in-law ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. I understood you to say you took your sister-in-law to the camp-meeting ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not say so. 

Quesiion. Who did take her there ? 

Answer. I do not know without she took herself. 

Quesiion. Was it understood and agreed between you and her to meet at the camp- 
ground ? 

Answer. I do not think there was auy understanding to that effect. 

Quesiion. Wliere did your sister-in-law live before that camp-meeting ? 

Answer. At her father's. 

Question. How far from your home ? 

Answer. About two miles. 

Question. Did you go by her house to the cam^) ground ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. Did yon come by there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. How longt)efore the camp-meeting did you see your sister-in-law last ? 
Answet\ I do not know that I can answer. 

Question. You did not tell your wife that you and your sister-in-law were going 
home that night on foot after night ? 
Aiisicer. No, sir ; I did not. 

Question. You did not tell her that you were going to North Carolina after you got 
home ? ^ 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. And that you were going to stay nearly a month in North Carolina 1 
lAnswer. I did not. 

Quesiion. When did you and your sister-in-law leave heme for North Carolina ? 

Answer. I think that question has been answered and recorded. 

Question. I think not. 

Answer. I am on oath and you are not. 

By the Ciiair:man : 
Question. Answer the question. 
Answer. I think it was tho 26th of September. 

By Mr. Van Tku jip : 
Quesiion. Was that the next morning that you got home ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, 
Quesiion. How early ? 
Answer. Very early. 

Question.^ IIow did you go to North Carolina — how did you travel? 
Answer. I came here first and staid until Tuesday, I believe. 
Question. With her? * 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 
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Questio7i. Who was in the house with yoii and your sister-iu-law that night ? 
Ansii'cr. Where? 
Question. At your house. 
Answer. No jjersou. 

Qncst'wu. You and her staid there together ? 
Answer. What time I did stay there we were together. 
Quesiion. You both staid in the house that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiior. Nohody else was there that night ? 
} Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You eame to town the next morning with this sister-in-law of yours? 
Answer. No, sir ; I did not say that. 
Question. You eame ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I came. 

Question. Where did you meet your sister-in-law after that ? 
Answer. I uiet her above here a piece. 

Question. Was it agreed between you and her before you left that morning where you 
were to meet ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and to take her to North Carolina. 
Question. What did you come to town for ? 
Answer. On business. 
Question. What business? 

Answer. I was owing some money and some money was owing me. 

Question. You wanted to pay what you owed, and get what was due you? 

Answer. Yes, sir; to pay and collect. 

Question. Was it >our intention when you left to return ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Why did you want to settle up your business ? 

Answer, I did not want to settle up — I left a good deal unsettled. 

Question. How did you travel to North Carolina? 

Answer. Most of the time we were afoot— a heap of the time. 

Question. In what other mode did you travel ? 

Ansivcr. Sometimes I hired vehicles. 

Question. As you found them along the road ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the distance from your house to where you went in North Car- 
olina ? 

Answer. I suppose seventy-five miles. 

Question. The most of it you and this girl walked ? 

Answer. Some part of the way we walked and some we did not. 

Question. You said most of it — do you change that? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you go to in North Carolina? 

Answer. I went to Polk County. 

Question. To what house? 

Answer. Principally to Polk County. 

Question. To what house in Polk County? 

Answer. At a man named Hinstons. 

Question. A relative of yours ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Of your sister-in-law ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long did you stay there? 
Answer. All night until next day some time. 
Question. You did not intend to stay there long? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You did stay with her at several other points on the way f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you start to go ? 
Answer. To Haywood. 
Question. Is that a town ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but Asheville — that is a little town 
Question. Who did you intend to see there ? 
Answer. My brother-in-law and sister. 
Question. What is his name? 
Ansiver. M. C. Mackabee. 
Question. Where does he live ? 
Ansicer. Close to Asheville. 
Question. Is Asheville his post office ? 

An8W€i\ I think it is ; he then did not live at Asheville. Unknown to me— I hadn^t 
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heard it — be had moved to a little town on the Tennessee line. I cannot think of the 
name. He had moved there, but I did not know it ; I thought he lived at Asheville. 

Question, You went to see Mackabee ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. He is your brother-in-law? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who else did you say you went to see? 
Answer. I did not say anybody. 
Question. Yes, you did ? 

Answer. I might have said I went to see several of my relations. 
Question. You mentioned you went particularly to sec several 1 
Ansu'cr. Refer to the book and see. 

Question. What do you mean by "the book" — do you mean what the Reporter^ has 
taken down ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you not say you went to see Mackabee and some other particular re- 
lations ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What relations? 
Answer. Mackabee. 
Question. W^hat particular relations? 

Answer. I do not think I named any relations particularly. 

Question. Did you not sayyou went to seeMackabee and another particular relation ? 
Answer. And other relations, I said. I do not know whether I said i)articular or not. 
I do not think I gave the name. 
Question. Did not you say your sister-in-law ? 
Ansiver. I said Maekabee's wife was my sister-in-law. 
Question. Did you not say you went to see her ? 

Answer. I said I went to see her if she was where I thought she was. I went to see 
Mackabee, and his wife would have been my sister-in-law, but they had moved to that 
little town. 

Question. How long did you stay at Maekabee's? 
Answer. I did not see him ; he had moved 
Questioyi. Did you follow him ? 
Answer. No, sir; I turued back for home. 
Question. Right away? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, when I found he was gone. 

Question. You went to North Carolina to see Mackabee and his wife, and turned right 
back home ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^ith your sister-in-law? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I came back out of my way somewhat to see some of my relatives. 

Question. How far did Mackabee live from Asheville? 

Answer. I think, sir, as well as I recollect, about forty-five miles. 

Question. You had already traveled about seventy-five miles to see him? 

Answer. I think about that. 

Question. Having heard that he had moved fortj five miles, you turned about and 
came home ? 
Ansicer. Y"es, sir. 

Question. Did you come back by the same road that you went? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. What road did you come back by? 
Ansicer. Up the Rutherfordton road. 
Question. Did you stop at Rutherfordton? 
Ansiver. No, sir; I stopped a little this side. 
Question. How long? 
Ansiver. Through the evening. 

Question. How were you traveling with this sister-in-law T 

Answer. On foot right there. 

Question. Had you any wardrobe along ? 

Ansiver. Yes — spare clothes ? 

Question. Yes. 

Ansiver. Yes. 

Question. Had she a bundle too ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How did she carry her clothes? 

Answer. I don't think she had any along, except what she had on. 
^ Question. Where did you go from Rutherfordton ? 

Answer. The next place I stopped at. ^' 
^ Question. You were traveling right on ? 
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Ansicej'. Yes, sir. 

Qucslwn. Do yon recollect what tiino you r^ot to Aslieville, where you supposed your 
brother-in-law lived? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Qiu-aiioii. How many days were yon ^^oing from your homo to Ashevillo ? 

Answer. I do not remember that, for I staid sometimes with some of my relations. 

Qaeslion, Going out ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What relations. 

Answer. Do yon want their names ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Thomas McDade and Spartan McDade. 
Question. Where do they live ? 

Answer. They lived on the head of these rivers out here. 
Question. What is the nearest town ? 

Answer. They live nearest to Colnmbns Court-House, North Carolina, 
Qutxtion. Ih that their nearest post office? 
Answer. I do not know, sir. 

Question. How far from Columbus did they live ? 

Answer. About twelve miles, I think, if I am not mistaken. 

Qncstion. Did they live close together? 

Answer. They lived about four miles from one another. 

Question. Qn the same road yon traveled? 

Answer. It was on the road I traveled. 

Question. Was that the main traveled road to Asheville? 

Answe}\ No, sir; not the main traveled road to Asheville. 

Question. What road did they live on ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you what road they lived on. 

Question. How did you lind out where they \\ ere. 

Answei'. I knew where they lived. 

Qui'stion. Do yon not know the road they lived on ? 

Answer. I do not think it was any road that has any name. 

Question. Which one did yon come to first? 

Answer. Thomas. 

Question. How long did yon stay there? 
Answer. Until next day some time. 
Question. Did ho know this sister-in-law of yours? 
Answer. I told him who she was. 

Question. Did he inquire of you why your wife was not along? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Not a word about that ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long did you stay there? 

Anmver. From one day to the next. 

Question. And next day you went to the other relation? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time did you leave Thomas's the next day? 

Ansicer. I reckon about 10 o'clock. 

Question. What time did yon get to the other party? 

Answei'. I cannot say what time; 1 reckon it was about toward 12; they said it wa« 
four miles. 

Question. How long did you stay there? 
AmwcT. Until next day. 
Question. Then you started to Asheville? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you stop at any other point between that and Asheville? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You went direct to Asheville? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did it take you to travel from your home to Asheville? 
Answer, I do not know, as I have said. 

Question. You have refreshed your mind about the different stopping places? 
Answei\ Yes, sir, but I do not know. 
Question. Guess at it the best yon can do. 

Answer. Well, sir, it would be a guess, without I had more time to make a calcuhjr 
tion, for I do not know. 

Question. Al)Out Jiow many miles could you travel each day on foot with these little 
catch-ups of rides that you got? 

Answer. I do not know that either, or how far we did go, or how many days wo were 
going. 

41 f 
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Question. You cannot give us any one day's extent of travel, either by riding or 
walking ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I eould come pretty nigh that; I suppose some days twelve or fif 
teen miles. 

Qui'stion. You took it leisurely? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose so. 

Question. When you hired a conveyance, did you jog on at a pretty good trot? 
Aimver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Taking the time you stopped at Thomas Dade's and the other party's over 
night and part of a day, and the distance to Asheville, being seventy-five miles, were 
you over four or live days going to Asheville ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think so. 

Question. IIow much more? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question, Give us an opinion. 

Anstcer. 1 will make as good a calculation as I can. It might have been seven or 
eight days. 

Question. Getting to Asheville and linding your brother-in-law not there, you were 
not disposed to follow hira further, although you had gone seventy miles, and you 
turned back home ? 

Answer. I traveled back lu)me. 

Question. How did you travel back home? 

Answer. By Rutherford. 

Question. Did you stop with any relatives? 

Answer. I stopped not far from Rutherford. I stopped with a man named Lemasters. 
Qu<',stion. Any relation of yours ? 
kAnsiver. Yes, sir ; a brother-in-law. 
Question. How long did you stay there ? 
Answei\ A piece of a day. 

Question. How far does lie li\e from Rutherfordton ? 
Answer. About two miles. 
Question. That is his nearest post oGice, is it ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Would a letter reach hira at Rutherfordton ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I think that is his post office. 

Question. You say you staid there a piece of a day ; did you jog on homeward ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you go to then ? 
Answer. That night ? 

Question. Yes, sir; did you stop at another relative's? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you stop at a public house ? 

Answer. We stopped with a man named Owens, I think. 

Question. You and your sister-in-law staid rhero all night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I had an acquaintance. 

Question. Did you sleep together in the same house? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; under the same roof, but I think she slept in a different room. 

Question. You think so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I know it. 

Question. Why did you not say you knew it ? 

Answei'. I spoke cautiously, you kuow, at first. 

Question. I advise you to bo cautious. • . 

Answer. I am cautions. 

Question. It is what a witness ought to be. You staid there one night; where did 
you go the next night? 

Answer. I think the next day was a wet day — very wet; and a man named Eaves 
lived close by, and 

Question. And you stopped there next night ? 

Answer, No, sir; Istaidwi'h him the next night, part of the night. Ho came up 
for me to go with him, and talk with him. 

QueMion, Where were yon, that he came from his house to get you to come down to 
his Jiouse and talk ? 

Ansiver. With a man named Owens. 

Question. And that is the man you spoke of before ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you did not travel that day towards homo ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it was a wet day. 
Question. That was a lost day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; it was a wot day. 

Question. Was the next day a wet day ? , 
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Atmver. The third day ? no sir. 

Question. How fur did yon travel that day ? 

Answer. I do not know liow far. I am not able to say. Wo got next day, I think, to 
a cousin of mine named DiHon. 

Qucsiiou. You had another relative there? 
Ajistvcr. Yes, sir. 

(Juesfiou. It makes no difference what road you traveled in that country you came 
to a lelative over ni«xht ? 
Answer. 1 cannot say so. 
Qnrstiou. Yon stayed with him that night? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. Di<l you travel on next morning? 

Answci'. No. sir. 

Qnestion. What did you do? 

Answer. Staid there. 

Question, llowlon^z;? 

Answer. Next <U;y and next day — three days. 

Qurstion. What is his name ? 

Answer. Dillon. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Ansn-er. Six miles, I think, southeast from Shelby Court-House. 

Qnestion. Is Shelby Court;-House his post office where he gets his mail matter? 

Answer. 1 do not know. 

Qnestion. Is there any nearer post office that you know of? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. At the end of three days you took up your staff again and walked ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where to ? 

Answir. That was for home. , 
Qnestion. Did yon get home? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wliat did you say about home? 

Answer. I understood yon asked me if I walked that day. 

Qnestion. I asked did you take up your staff and travel that day-; you said you did 
for home ; did you get home? 
Answei'. No. sir. 

Qnestio)i. Where did yon get to? 

Ansu'ei: A mile this side of Cowpens Furnace. 

Question. That is in this county? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Near Cowpens battle-ground? 
Answer. I suppose it is. 

Question. Is that the place where you camped? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was with you ? 

Answo'. Nobody but her. I aimed to have st^id at the Cowpens Furnace when I 
was told the gentleman was not at home. 1 generally staid at what was called good 
houses; don't you understand? 

Question. I have of no doubt of that. 

Answer. I then came on a mile, and it looked a little like rain, and a man named 

Henderson 

Question. Ilehry Henderson ? 

Answer. I do not know his given name. 

Question. What about him ? 

AnsuKi'. He told n)e he did not take in travelers, or want to bo interrupted. 

Question. Was he the only gentleman w^ho lived there? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the only one I knew of. 

Question. Was there any other in the neighborhood? 

Answer. 1 do not know of any other; 1 was a stranger. 

Question. What time of day was that ? 

Answer. Getting dusk ; that was a ])ortion of the night I camped out. I went to the 
house and tried to get to stay, and they did not seem disposed to. It looked a little 
like rain. 

Qnestion. They had plenty of room? 

Answer. I do not think they had. I asked them if they would take us in if it rained. 
They said they would if it rained. 

Qu€f<tion. Then you started olf for j'our camp ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; it was right close to Henderson^s. 
Question. How far did you go to your camp ? 
Answa\ Not two hundred yaxds. * 
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Qimtion. Wliat do yon mean by a camp ? 

Amwev. Oi\\y a firo built up; that waa the only time I did that. Wo general ly 
eta id at good houses. 

Question. What time did you strike your camp ? 
Answer. About deep dusk. 

Question. Was this girl with you when this man came along? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where is she now ? 

Answer. At her father's, I suppose. 

Question. Where is that? 

Answer. At her fathei-'s, about two miles from here. 
Question. What is his name ? 
Answer. Lemuel Gossett. 

Question. It was about dusk when you struck your camp? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qui'stion. What nij^ht was that ? 

Answer. Monday night. 

Question. What day of the mouth was Monday T 
Answa'. About the 17th. 
Question. What mouth ? 
Answer. October. 

Question. How near was that to your home — where you lived at homef 
Anstcer. I do not know, sii'. I expect it was about nineteen miles 
Question. Were you then on your way home ? 
. Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. It was about dusk when you struck up your camp T 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you built a little fire? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wlien this man came along you said there was no light? 

Answer. Only a little fire. 

Question. Just some coals, you said? 

Answer, Yes, sir; that was all. 

Question. He came riding along ? 

Aitsu er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hail him or did he hail you? 
Answci'. I think he hailed me, maybe. 
Question, May he ; but I want the tact? 
Anstcer. 1 think he spoke to me first. 
Question. What did he say ? 
Answer. The first word he said? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansiver. I think he asked me how far it was to Camp's Cross-roads. I think that 
was the first. 

Question. What did yon tell him? 
Answer. I told him about two miles. 
Question. What was the next question? 
Answer. What was the next question ? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. I think he asked me which of the roads wont there. 
Question. What did you tell him ? 

Answei\ I told him the road he was in — the right hand. 

Question. Was that all that took place? 

Answer. He asked me my name. 

Question. Did you tell him ? 

An»we7\ I told him. 

Question. What then ? 

Answer. 1 asked him his name. He said he was a stranger over there. 
Questio7i. He did not tell you his name ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. As you say now, you knew who that man was then ? 
Atiswer. I said I tlien thought I recognized him by his voice. 
Question. You say you were well acquainted with'him long before that? 
Ansieei\ Yes, sir. 

Questimu What kept you from speaking out to Mr. Gentry? 
Answer. I don't think it would have been anything. 
Question. You had nothing on your mind to prevent yon? 

Answer. Nothing ; for I told him my name very deliberately, and askecl him what 
time he passed my house. 
. Question. How long did he stop with you ? 
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Jn^'a: Jnst a few minntes — not many. 

Qucstkm. You did not speak to liim as knowing liim at all? 

Jnsu'cr, Yes, sir; I asked liim liia name. 

Qttesiiou. Yon were satisfied with that, although you knew this was Mr. Gentry? 
Jn8W(T. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Yon say there was nothing in your mind to cause you to refrain from ad - 
dressing him as Mr. Gentry ? 
Answer, I say so. 

Question. When next did you see him? 
Answer. I do not know. 
Question. How long was it? 
Answer, Prohahly a week or two 
Question. Where did yon see him? 
Ansircr. In the streets here. 

Question. Was that the first time you had seen him since that night ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What took place hetween you ? 

Ansicer. I told him I had heard of some things ho had said. 

Quesiion. W'hat had you heard he had said? 

Anstrei'. He said he hadn't said it. 

Question. I ask what yon had heard he had said ? 

Answer, I had heard he had said that ho came across me camping out with that 
young woman ; that would have been so because I couldn't get no inn that night. 
Quesiion. Tha^^rritated you ? 

Answer. No, sir; I don't know that it irritated me. I have not done nothing. The 
citizens, wher(;ver I have any account of, know I treated her for what she was, and 
treated her the same. 

Question. Yon had a purpose in seeing Mr. Gentry, and was determined to have an 
explanation of what you had heard he had said ? 

Answer. I asked him what did he sny. He said he hadn't said anything wrong. He 
proposed to go and see the man. He said he hadn't said anything wrong or seen any- 
thing wrong. 

Quesiion. Did he admit to you that he had said what yon had heard he had said ? 
Anstcei: No, sir j he didn't admit to me that he had said what I had heard he had 
Baid. 

Question. Did he not propose to go and see the very man who had reported it on 
him ? % 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. And you declined ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who was that ? 

Answer. My brother. / 

Question. Who? ' 

Answer. Marcus Bryant. 

Question. Is Dr. I3ryant your brother ? 

Answci\ What Dr. Bryant do you refer to ? 

Quesiion. Dr. Javan Bryant. 

An8wei\ lie is my nephew. 

Question. Did Dr. Bryant tell you what Mr. Gentry said? 

Ansicer. No, sir; I don't wish to be so understood. 

Qu-esiion. I ask you who told you ? 

Anstvcr. I said my brother Marcus. 

Question^ Where does your brother Marcus live ? 

Answer. About a quarter of a mile from me. 

Qiiestian. How far from town ? 

Answer. About six miles and a quarter from town. 

Question. Mr. Gentry proposed at once to go and see him ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did not Mr. Gentry deny having said any such thing? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you satisfied with that, and did you not push it any further? 
Answoi'. I didn't push it any further. 

Question. You must have felt some concern about it, when, the first time yon saw Mr. 
Gentry, you made an attack on him about what he had been saying? 

Answer. I had this much about it, that if he had stated w^hat I had heard he had 
eaid, it was not so. 

Quesiion. You said he said that you were camped out with your sister-in-law? 
Answer. But that was not all. 
Queblion State what he did say. 
Answ€i\ He stated that he didu't say it. 
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Question. What was it that yon bad beard be bad said f 
Answer. He said we were botb lyin^ on the same cover. 
Question. Yon eonld not w*^ll lie on auytbiug else ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, we could. 
Question. How did yon lie? 

Ansioer, She lay there [on this side] and I lay there, [on that side.] 

Question. You might have been still on the same cover ? 

Answer. But it was not. 

QucsiioJi. Did yon lie there all the night ? 

Answer. Nearly all night. I beard the gentleman up where I had abked permission 
to stay the night before; I heard him up before day. 
Question. Had it rained ? 

Answer. No. sir. I went to his bouse to know whether I conld get breakfast. 

QuestioJK Did you get it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Where did yon go ? 

Answer, To my home. 

Question. To your regular home f 

Answer. Ye.% sir. 

Question. Did you take your sister-in-law there ? 

Answer, No, sir, to her father's. The roads forked before we got to my house andsb* 
went to her father's. I went with her to that. 
Question. How far ? 
Ansicer. A mile and a half. 
Question. You went where ? 
Ansicer, I went to ray home. 
Question. Was your wile there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Was she surprised at your long absence? 
Answer. She might have been. 
Question. Was she ? 

Answer. Surprised at it ? I expect she was a little. 

Question, Do you not know that she was ? 

Answer, She seemed a little surprised at my coming up. 

Question, Was there not a difficulty between yon and her about it? 

Ansicer, Not at all — not at all. 

Question. You had been gone from the 26th of September until the 17 th of October, 
had you not ? 

Answe7: Yes, sir ; I think that was about the time. 

Question. You were all that time in traveling up to and from Asheville ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but not direct. 

Question. How much out of the way did you go ? 

Answer. I had heard, sir, my brother-in-law — yon have not asked me that, and I did 
not think to state it — that my brother-in-law had been indicted for stilling once before 
that. He was a native of this county and had been indicted for stilling. 

Question. 1 did not ask for that. 

Ansicer. You wanted to have the narrative, and I had heard or got a few lines from 
him to know if it was so that the GreeD\ille court was to set in a few days before I 
started. 

The Chairman. If Judge Van Tnirap does not want to know this you need not tell it. 
The Witness. He wanted to know the reason why I started, and the reason it took 
me so long to get there, and 1 wanted to tell that. 

By Mr. Van Trumt: 
Question, What is your politics ? 
Ansicer. I am a very poor politician, sir. 
Question, Poor or rich, what is it ? 
Answer, My politics would be republican-conservative. 
Question. You voted the republican ticket, did you not? 

Answer, I never have voted the republican ticket. » That would be my politics if it 
was expressed. 

Question. To come back again to when you met Mr. Gentry here in town ; tell all that 
took place then ? 

Ansicer. I think I did. 
Question, No, you have not. 

Answer. Ask the questions, and I will tell you to the best of my knowledge, 
Questiofu Did you and he allude to the fact of seeing each other on the road that 
night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, 
Question. What was said ? 
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Ansicer. In connection with that ? 
Quasiion. Of course. 

AiisiccT. I don't rem( niber that anything special was said at all. 
Qui^Uon. Try to tax your Lumory, now. 
Au-'<tcer. I do. 

Qiu-^tioii. Von say that was the first time you saw Mr. Gentry after the time when 
you saw him that iiight as you were camped ? 
Afisircr. Yes, sir. 

QiL.stion. Xothinf^ special was said that you know of? 
Avm-ir. Xo, sir ; nothin;^ s]>ecial to introduce our meeting. 

Qitestiou. You introduced the subject of whether he had said that about the girl t 
Answer. I mean outside of wliat I have already stated. • 
QneMion. I ask for all that took place between you and Gentry. 
Aiifficer. I have stated it all. 
Que^ftioti. State it ajrain. 

Atifsiccr. I met Mr. Gentry and related to him that I thought there was some misun- 
derstanding in connection with what he had said, which I have stated. He said ho 
had said nothing. He asked me who told me. 

Qiit-ftiou. Did you tell him what you had heard he had said, exactly to word it? 

Anyirej', Yes, sir. 

QncisUou. And ho denied it ? 

AuHirer. Yes. sir. 

Question. And proposed to go and see your brother ? 
Annicer. Yes, sir. 

QntHtion. Did your brother say he had said it ? 

Aufficer, I never conversed with him about it. 

QueHiion. Hov/ did you get the news from your brother about it ? 

Ahitirer. .Since that conversation. 

QueHtiov. Do you not live close lo your brother? 

Ansicer. Yes. sir. 

Qaeat'ion. You had talked with him ? 

Aitmcer. Yes, .•r>ir. I don't think my brother told me, but his wife told me thai my 
brotlK-r said that Gentry had said this. 

Qitesiioii. And Gentry projiosed to go and see him? 
Au.'tner. Yes, sir. 

Qtie^tUjn. And you wonld not go? 
Avsficer. I did not have time. 
Qiujffio)}. AVhat next was said ? 

AnxAcer. I asked him if lie found the place he inquired for. 
Question. Did you mention the place ? 
Anhicer, Yes, sir. 

QtKstioyi, ^peak the words he spoke then. 

Ansicer. I aske<l him if he found Camp's Cross Roads that he inquired for. He said 
be did. 

Question. \Vhat else ? 

Ansxrer. 1 asked him how he designated or knew the X'lace, as he said he was a stran- 
ger over there. He said he knew of a post oak that stood in the road or in the forks of 
the road. I .jokingly asked him. 

Question, Is that all he said — that he found the tree ? 

Ansicer. He did not say how he found it. He said he rode up to it and felt at it. 
Question. What did iie find by feeling ? 
Answer. The blaze. 

Quesilon. Had you told him of that oak or the blaze ? 
Ansicer. I hadn't, because I didn't know anything about it. 

Question. Now. Mr. Bryant, when and to whom did you first detail all of these facts? 
An.'iicer. These facts I have stated ? 
Question. About Gentry. 

Ansicer. I think, sir, the only time I detailed these facts was in a written note that 
was written down probably by Dr. Bryant and Mr. Fleming after the election. 
Quesilon. The last election ? 
An SUIT. Yes, sir. 

Quesilon. How long after the election ? 
Ansicer. I can't say. 

Question. This circumstance took place just before the election? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Quesilon. How long after the election did you tell that ? 

Ansicer. 1 don't know. 

Question. Give us an idea of bow long? 

Ansicer. I don't suppose it was v^ry long ; I don't know. TO tell yon what I'do know : 
I know it was before the contested election was decided. 
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Question. Was it during the heat of that contested election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quebiioiu To Mr. FleiniDg aud your nephew, Dr. Bryant f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Where did you meet them ? 

Answer. In this town. 

Question. Did yon meet them together? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestlou. Where? 

Answer. On the street here. 

Question. Did you tell it on the street ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Wliero did yon go to ? 

Answer. To Mr. Fleming's ofHce. 

Qmsihn. Did yon tell them yon wanted to sco them ? 

Answer. No. sir; they wanted to see me. 

Question. Aooutwhat? 

Answer. About that thing. 

Question. How did they know about it? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Had yon toid anybody? 

Answer. I don't think I did. 

Question. Do yon know ? 

Answer, I don't know that I had told any person ; if I had, I don't recollect. 
Question. They commenced talking to you about this thing of Gentry ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What did they say? 

Answer. They got to talking about the election being broken up at Limestone Springs, 

Question. What had that to do with Gentry ? 

Answer. They told me they understood I passed through there. 

Question. What had that to do with Gentry ? 

Anmver. Nothing that I know of. They asked me what I heard passing through 
that vicinity. I stated as I have here. 

Question. Did you state the Gentry matter ? 
An»u'er. My memory is not correct whether I did or not. 
Question. Yon say they talked to you about it? 
Answei'. Yes, sir ; about what had transpired. 

Question. Did they speak of the specific thing between you and Gentry so that you 
kjiew what they alluded to ? 

Answer. I would not be willing to make a correct statement on that whether they 
d'd or not. 

Question. Then you might have been mistaken in saying a while ago thai they know 
M before you told them ? 
Answer. Did I say that ? 
Question. I understood you so, 

Answe)'. I said that they had heard something ; that I had passed through that vicin- 
ity aud heard about these men being whipped. 

Question. Cut I was asking how they came to know about Gentry. You said they 
knew of it before you told them. I am talking about Gentry, and yon about Cham- 
pion. Will yon bear that in mind ? 

Answei'. I will. 

Question. Did you say they knew this thing before yon told them ? 

An8tvei\ I said if they did I didn't know how it was. I said if they did know it I 
don't remember how they knew it. 

Question. Have you forgotten that you distinctly stated a minute ago that they had 
been informed in some way of the Gentry matter before this interview ? 

Anmce}'. Did I state that ? 

QtU!stion. 1 think you did. I will not discuss it with you. 
Anmvei\ I don't think I did. 

Question, Do y(m recollect now whether they knew it before you told them ? 
Ansxeer. I don't know that they did. 
Question. You went to the doctor's office ? 
Answer. To Mr. Fleming's oflice. 

Question. Now you cannot tell whether they or yon first commenced on the Gentry 
matter ? 

Answei'. No, sir, I don't know. 

Question. What was said and done in regard to the Gentry matter there, by whom- 
eoever it was commenced ? 
Anm'ef, What was taken down ? 
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Question. I did not ask what was taken down, but what was said or done iu the 
office about the Gentry matter between you three ? 

Answer. As I told yon before, I don't remember whether the Gentry case was taken 
down or not ; but 1 recollect that the circumstance of my hearing of these whippings 
\^•a8 taken down ; not that 1 saw any of it. 

Quefition. You related that ? 

Jnswcr. Yes, sir. 

Qucslion. Yon do not remember whether anything was said about tho Gentry matter 
there ? 

Anmvcr. There might liavo been or might not ; I don't remember. 

Question. You say that tho fust jiersons you told were Mr. Fleming and tho doctor ? 

Ansivei'. About what i 

Question. About this Gentry circumstanco ? 
Answei'. No, I don't know that 1 did. 

Question. I thiuk you did. Take your timo to think of it. 
Aimve7\ I am taking my time. (Pausing.) 

Question. Can you now'say whether the tirst persons you told that to were Mr. Flem- 
ing and Dr. Bryant? • What is your best recollection about that, without reference to 
what you have said to the Reporter about it f 

Answei'. I say I don't renjember. 

Question. Call you not recollect who you told first ? 

Answer. I don't remember that I told any person. I recollect giving a statement of 
the circumstances as I heard they occurred iu that vicinity. 
Question. You mean as to the whippings? 
Answei'. Yes, sir, as I heard them. 

Question. But that does not include this Gentry matter, as you think ? 
Ansiver. I am not positive ; I can't say. 

Question. That is, you cannot say who you lirst told about this Gentry matter ? 
Answer. No, sir, 1 don't think I can; I don't remember. 
Question. How long ago was it that you lirst told somebody ? 
Answer. I don't remember of telling it. 
Question. To nobody ? 

Ansicer. I recollect of speaking to tho gentleman who went with me when I met Mr. 
Gentry, and having some conversation about it afterwards. 
Question. How is that ? 

Answei'. I recollect of the gentleman who went with me when I met Mr. Gentry in 
the street, and having some conversation about it afterwards. 

Question. You say a gentleman was with you when you had this conversation with 
Gentry on tho street ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answei'. Berry men Baruet. 

Question. W^hero does ho live ? 

Anmvei'. On this road. 

Question. Which road ? 

Answer. On tho Rutherford road. 

Question. How far from here ? 

Answer. About a mile and a quarter from here. 

Question. Did he hear all that took place between you and Mr. Gentry ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. How close was ho standing ? 

Answer. I do not know. Ho was in company with mo, and heard part of the conver- 
sation. ' 

Question. Where did you meet Mr. Gentry ? 
Answer. Down here, not far from the livery stables. 
Question. His stables ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir, I suppose so. 

Question. By Miles Gentry you mean L. M. Gentry of this town, who has the livery 
stable ? 
Answei'. Y'es, sir. 

Question. And this man was along ? 
Ansu-er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he go down there with you ? 

Answei'. Wo were just coming into town, mc and him. 

Question. Did you come together f 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you go down to the stables together f 
Answer. No, sir, we came that way. 
Question. Yon were coming to town together > 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Were you on horseback ? 

Answer, We had them hitched at the Baptist church, and walked together. 

Question. You walked to Mr. Gentry's ? 

Answer. We were not at Mr. Gentry's. 

Question. Where were you ? 

Answer. At the livery stables. 

Question. At Mr. Gentry's stables ? 

Answer. I don't know that thej^ are his. They are called, his, but they change once 
in a wliile. 

Question. Change what ? 
Ansuwr. Change owners. 

Question. Is that the fact, that sometimes Mr. Gentry owns them, and sometimes 
Bome one else ? 
Answer. Yus, sir. 

Question. You were standing together ? 

Answa\ Yes, sir ; me and the nuin with me. I think we were pretty close together. 
Question. You thiuk ho might have heard this conversation if he had paid utteniion 
to it? 

Answei'. I think he might have, some or all of it. I don't know. 

Question. You said that yon said something to the gentleman who was along with 
you, and went on to deseri*be where you met liim and who ho was. Now, when did you 
have any talk wi -h him about tliis Gentry matter f 

AnsHKT. I thiuk if you understood me aright this gentleman was with me, and not 
with Mr. Gentry, when we met him. 

Question. I understood that yon said something to this gentleman you have men- 
tioned. What was it you said to him ? 

Answer. I said we had some eonversatio'.i about it since. 

Question. With that gentleman ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was that conversation ? 
Answer. Merely talking over the circumstances. 
Question. You told him exactly as you have told it here? 
Answer. Told that man; yes, sir. 

Question. How long was it after this meeting with Mr. Gentry that this conversation 
■with that l^entleman occurred? 
Answei: I don't know. 
Question. About how long was it? 
Answir. I don't know. 

Question. How long is it since you have talked with anybody on this subject ? ^ 
Answer. I think I uamed it— l\hink me and this same man named it a few evenings 
ago. 

Question. To whom did you name it ? 

Answer. To Mr. Barnet. 

Question. But to whom did you name it ? 

Answa'. I do not remember that I namt«l it to any person. 

Question. How did it come to bo known to the committee here, so that you were sum- 
moned here ; do you know that ? 
Answer. No, 1 can't say that I do. 

Question. Do you say that you do not know how this committee became acquainted 
with these facts ? 

Answa'. It may bo possible — I say my recollection fails me — that these men, Dr. Brj- 
ant and Mr. Fleming, in taking down the circumstances th.at occurred, or that I was 
told occurred, in whipping these people as 1 came through that vicinity — it may be 
that the Gentry case was talked over, but I don't know now whether it was or not. 

Question. You are giving your recollection now to some extent, are you ? 

Answer. That is abonfc what I stated before. I don't wish to keep back anything I 
know, or any question you see lit to ask. 

. Question. We will not discnss yonr disposition. Wo have our opinions about it, per- 
haps. W^hetlier you talked about it at the time that they took it down or not, do you 
not know that since that time Flenting and the doctor knew it ? 

Answei: I don't think we had any conversation about it. 

Question. Do you not know they knew it ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Have you talked with them lately about it ? 
Ansivei'. No, sir, ! have not talked with them. 
Question. How long have yon been in tov/u ? 
.Answer, t came in town this morning. 
Question. Have you been in town lately? 
Answei: No, sir. 
Question. How long since ? 
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Answer. Three weeks, I think. 

Qnestion.' Hsivo yon seen Mr. Fleming and Dr. Bryant since you have been hero? 
Austccr. Xo, sir; not since I was here. 

QncsttDu. But (Inrii)g this visit to the town, to be a witness, have yon seen them t 
Answer. No, sir. I saw Mr. Fleming since J[ have been here this morning. 
Qiwstiou. Yon have not seen Dr. Bryant ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

(Jucsiion. Had yon a talk with Mr. Fleming about this ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qiiesiion. Not a bij; ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Qne^'iilon. Had you three weeks ago ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know by what means you became a witness here? 
Answer. No, sir; I did not know what I was summoned for when I came up hero. 
Qnesiion. Did you ever hear how this Gentry transaction came to be reported in tho 
country f 

Answir. No, sir; I never hoard it got to be reported to the country. 

Qnesiion. Were yon astonished this uiorning when you were inquired of about it? 

Answtr. I am thinking of something that may be would give yon and me satisfaction, 
and it is a new tliought, and may be it is correct, but I am not certain, and will not 
tell it positively ; but it strikes me that this man Barnet might have related that cir- 
cumstance to a man named Cessler. I don't know that that is so. 

Question. Wlnit makes you have that idea about it? 

Answer. What makes mo have an idea about it was, I asked Barnet a few evenings 
ago, when w(i had a conversation, and he said he thought the local people who knew 
nothing about these matters wonld bo troubled as witnesses — don't you understand, 
here ? And 1 went on toreniark 1 didn't know what such a man as me would be troubled 
for witnessing for, and he made some statement, how I don't know, but ho made some 
statement that allowed me to infer that likely he had told Cessler that conversation 
that ho had heard, but this is not positive. I am not talking now like I was on my oath, 
and Cessler might have it through Dr. Br^-ant. 

Qnehiion. How long iigo did he tell Cessler, if he did tell him ? 

Answer. He didn't s:iy. 

Question. From the state of feeling in this county on this question, if you had told a 
living i)erson at any time, shortly alter this conversation with Gentry, or a long time 
afterward, or some time ago, that Miles Gentry had done such a thing, would it not 
have rung through this c(uinty like a tocsin, if it had got to be known in any way ? 

Answer. That 1 don't know. 

Question. Do you not believe it wonld ? 

Answer. It looks reasonable like it might. 

Question. You do not have a very good feeling toward Mr. Gentry ? 
Amwer. 0, me and Mr. (Gentry are friendly. 1 don't wish him any harm. 
Question. Yon are certain of that? 
An^icer, Very friendly. 

Question. Did you tell your wife that your sister-in-law had been with you all that 
time v;hen yon got homo"? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 



Spantanburgh, South Carolina, Juhj 11, 1871, 
STEPHEN DECATUR SPLAWN sworn and cxaminod. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. W^h(ire do you live ? 

Anstpcr. In North Carolina, in Rutherford County. 
Question. In what part of that county? 

Answer. I live near the State line, this side of main Broad River. 
Quistion. In what township ? 
Answtr. I believe it is the fourth. 
Question. Do they go by inimbers? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It is called Hickory Grub. Some call it Silver Springs. 
Question. How long have yon lived there? 
Answer. Ever since I was born. 
Question. How old are yon ? 

Answer. Agreeable to tiie last account I can get, I am going on sixty ever einco the 
4th day of this month. 

Question. Have you had anything to do in North Carolina with an organization 
knowh as the White Brotherhood ? 
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Answe}\ No, sir. 

Qitesfion. Or with an organization known as the Constitutional Union Guards ? 
Avsw(^'. I never hoard of that name before, sir, that I recollect. 

Question. Did you have anything to do with an organization known as the Invisible 
Em])ire or Invisible Circle? 
Answer. I never had anything to do with' any secret organization whatever. 
Question. Have you had anything to do with any society ? 

Ansxvei'. Hold on. Let me explain a little. ^ I am speaking too fast. Once on a time, 
jnst after the surrender, I was called on to join a secret organization, and I proposed to 
do it. 

Question. What was that ? - * 

Avswer. It was called the Union League. 
Qucistion. Did yoxi join it ? 

Answer. My brother-in-law just proposed to me that if I would go, but I told him I 
-was opposed* to any secret organization whatever. Ho said that ho thought it would 
be the best for me. I knew he was pretty well posted anyhow. He said for mo to go 
to where their meeting was and to go iu. 

Question. Did you go? 

Ansicei'. I w^ent into the house and I got this far, that if I liked it I would remain, 
and if I didn't I would not, and that everything that I saw I would keep secret ; but I 
didn't like it w^ell enough to go into it, and did not go into it more than just as I told 
you. He said if I would go into it I could make money, where if I didn't I could not. 
I told him I didn't wish to go into no secret organization ; that farming had always 
been my business, and I expected to make my living by farming, and not by anything 
else. I just went up there that day and went into the house. They swore me to 
secrecy, and I have kept it secret. 

By I^Ir. Van- Trump : 
Question. You have never been there since f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You say a brother-in-law asked j^ou to go there ? 
An8we7\ Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Who was he ? 
Answer. Miles Paget. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was he a democrat or republican ? 
Answer. A republican. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is that all that you know of secret societies in North Carolina ? 

Anstver. That is all I know. 
^ QumVwn. Do you know anything of an organization commonly called the Ku-Klux 
order ? 

Answo'. No, sir. 

Question. Is there no such order in Rutherford County? 

Answer. If there is I don't know it. Now, I don't know. I'll tell you, and you can 
judge for yourself. Tliore is a man like this in our country there. He is sometimes 
there and sometimes not there. He has been there. Ho is a mighty ba(^l man, and ho 
proposed some time ago — so I heard, though I don't know it to be so — but one of ray 
neighbors told mo he heard him make this proposition : that ho had a crowd made up 
of men to meet up wilh the Ku-Klux. He said they had been on him and had abused 
hiuj, the Ku-Klux had, and he intended, and had a crowd made up, and, damn them, 
he could be a Ku-Klux too; and then he proposed this. This was at Fort's mill. Mr. 
Fort was telling me about it. He turned to a negro boy staying there and asked him 
if he wouldn't go into it with him to go Ku-Kluxing. 

Question. Who was that man ? 

Answer. A man named Jack Burke. 

Question. Does he live in that county ? 

Ansiver. lie is sometimes there and sometimes in Spartan burgh ; sometimes one place 
and sometimes another. He is what I call an outlaw, and nobody can come up with 
him. Ho did some time ago, reports say, go in on Mr. Cudd or on his wife. ?Ie was 
not at ho'Xie, and he abused his wife pretty much. He threatened her powerful, and 
abused her considerably. Cudd told mo so himself, and his wife told me. Then he 
went the second time on Cudd, and snapped his pistol and bursted down the door. 
Cudd said he was disguised. Ho burst down his door and snapped his })istol twice at 
him, and ho shoved him out of the door with a chair, and run out of the other door 
and got away. 
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Question, Is this the only man of whom you have heard a« being in thoKu-Khix busi- 
nobs in Kutheiford County— this Burko ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. Yon say he ia the only man ? 
Answrr, Yes, sir; I think 80. 

Question. Have yon heard nothing about any recent occurrences in that county caused 
by Kn-Klnx ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard, but it is report, yon know. It is reported that there 
wjis an inroad made on Rntherfordton some time ago. 
Question. You know nothing about that ? 
Answer. No, sir; only by report. 

Question. Have you heard anything about the oath that these Ku-Klux take in your 
State ? 
Answn-. No. sir. 

Question. Have you never heard anything about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Don't know what it is ? 
Answtr. No, sir. 

Question. Let me read to you an oath, and after I have read it I will ask you if you 
have heard it : 

" You solemnly swear in the presence of Almighty God that you will never reveal the 
name of the person who initiated j'on ; and that^vou will never reveal what is now 
about to come to your knowledge; and that you are not now a member of the Red 
String Order, Union League, Heroes of America, Grand Army of the Republic, or any 
other organization whose aim and intenti(m is to destroy the rights of the South, or of 
the States, or of the i)eople, or to elevate the negro to a political eq.uality with your- 
self; and that you are opposed to all such principles: So help you God. 

You further swear before Almighty God that you will be true to the principles of this 
brotherhood and the members thereof ; and that you will never reveal any of the secrets, 
orders, acts, or edicts, and that you will never make known to any person, not a known 
member of this brotherhood, that you are a member yourself, or who are members ; and 
that yon will never assist in initiating, or allow to bo initiated, if yon can ])revent it, 
any one belonging to the Red String Order, Union League, H<'roes of America, Grand 
Army of the Republic, or any one holding radical views or opinions ; and should any 
member of this brotherhood, or their families be in danger, yon will inform them of 
their danger, and, if necessary, you will goto their assistance ; and that you will oppose 
all radicals and negroes in all of their political designs ; and that should any radical or 
negro imi)ose on, abuse, or injure any member of this brotherhood, you will assist in 
punishing him in any manner the camp may direct. 

" You further swear that you will obey all calls and summonses of the chief of your 
camp or brotherhood, should it be in your power so to do. 

Given upon this your oblijration, that you will never give the word of distress 
unless you are in great need of assistance ; and should you hear it given l>y any brother, 
you will go to his or their iissistance ; and should any member reveal any of the secrets, 
acts, orders, or edicts of the brotherhood, you will assist in punishing him in any way 
the camp may direct or approve of: So help you God." 

Have yon ever heard that oath before? 
Answer. I never have. 
Question. Did you ever take it ? 
Answer. I never did. 

Question. Have yon no knowledge of it whatever ? 
Answer. Never a word ; never heard of it before in my life. 

Question. How many persons have you heard of that have been whipped in Ruther- 
ford County ? 

Answer. I have heard of several. I don't know exactly how many. If you call to 
me their names I can tell some of them. 
Question. Can you tell how many ? 

Answer. There is a man up about Rutherford named Biggerstaff. 
Question. Anybody else ? 

Ansicer. I heard of some negroes being whipped, but I don't know their names* 
Question. How many of themf 
Answer. One or two. 

QueMion. Any in your own neighborhood ? 
Answe): No, sir. 

Question. How near to you was the nearest one whipped ? 

Answer. This was in Spartanburgh. There was one who was whipped here along in 
the spring some tira6. I don't remember what time it was. 
Question. Who was that? 

Anstver. A negro. I don't remember hia name. Ho lives close to me. 
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Qucstian. How near to yon ? 

Answei\ Three miles or three miles and a half. 

Question. On whose place ? 

Answer, On a place he has bought himself from a man named Horn. I saw liim 
here to-day. I am so had about recollectiug names. He is a j^eHow mau, an old man. 
Question. Are those the only cases you have heard of in your neighborhood ? 
Answn, I believe so. 

QueMion, Were you present at a conversation between a mau named Skip Price and 
a man named Henderson at any time ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not remember it ? 
Ansu'ei\ No, sir; I don't. 
Question. At tlio house of Skip Price? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know Henderson? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 
Question. And Ski}) Price? 
Aoiswer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where is Skip? 

Answer He was smnmoned to come here. He is my son-in-law, and he said to me to 
tell this committee that his wife is in a helpless condition, looking for a little one; and 
his wife was very bad off that evening that we started — me and my son started Snriday 
evening, and he was aiming to come with us — but his wife was looking fur jilittlo 
one, and we concluded it would be best for him to stay at home with his wife until 
"we come and got back, and then I could stay. If she got down she would need some 
assistance, and there would be nobody to go after any one. 

Question. Does Skip live by himself? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Nobody but himself? 

Answer. Nobody but his wife and child. 

Question. Your daughter's mother, your wife, is living? 

Ansuxr. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is it to Skip's house ? 
Answer. Between a quarter and a half a mile. 
Question. Were you present when Skip was summoned ? 
Answer. No, fiir. 

Question. You do not know whether he answered the ofiBcer that he v/ould not come ; 
that he was afraid to come down here, for fear he would be arrested for stilling? 
Answer. No, sir, 

QueMion. Did you and ho have a couversation before yOii came as to whether you 
"would come or not ? 

Answer. No, sir; I told the officer I would come, and I always try to do what I say I 
will do. 

Question. You are here now, and we only want to got at the truth. 
Answe7\ That is what I aim to tell you. 

Question. You were not i^resent at anv conversation between Henderson and Skip 
Price ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you ever a member of any organization that Skip Price had the list of? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know a man named John Nodiue uj) there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a democrat or a republican? 
Answer. He is a republican. 

Question. Did you ever hear of any proposition to whip him ? 
Answer. No, sir; I never did. 

Question. No sdch propositions were ever made to yon ? 
Anmver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of any beiug made to whip him ? 
Answer. Not that I recollc^ct. 

Question. Do you know of a man named Tom Westbrooko? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ;;ou ever hear of a proposition to whip him? 
Answer. I don't think I ever did. ' 
Question. Be sure. 

Answer. I don't think I ever did. Tom Westbrooke lives in a quarter of a niile of my 
house. 

Question. Yon know whether you ever did hear of such a proposition ? 
Answer. 1 don't think I ever did. If I ever havo I have no recollection of it at this 
time, i don't think I ever did. 
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Question. Do yon know Skip Price? 
Auaiver. Vos, sir; he is niy son-in-law. 

Qucsiiou. Do yon know of his connection with the Ku-Klux in any way T 
AuHH'vr. I (h) not. 

Qne-siioti. Do yon Icuow Commodore IVjry Price? 

Answer. Only from chanicter. If I ever saw him T didn't know liim. 

(Jitcfiffoii. What relation is ho to Skip ? 

An.sirvv. Some relation, but 1 cannot tell yon now. I heard Tom Westhrooke say 
himself that there was some men como in on him one uiglit, and took him ont of his 
Led, and took him ont of doors. 

Qiu'^^ftiou. Von did hear that ? What did they do with him ? 

Jiifficer. lie saitl they didn't hnrt him. They questioned him a little, but he did not 
say what they qnestioned him for, or anythiu*^ abont it. They just qaestioued him a 
litile, and told him that he was all right, and to be a good man and a friend to his 
country, and behave himself, and he would be all right. 

Qnen'iion. He Icdd you that? 

AuHwer. Yes, sir. 

Qucsfion. He lives within half a mile of you? 
Ansici'V. Ves, .sir. 

Qucsiioii. What time of night did he say they took him ont ? 

AiisH-n: I don't remember what time of night he said it was. He told me he tracked 
the mar. — the tracks that had come to his house — to Broad River, and that he could 
not gel the tracks any further than this John Nodine's ; that the tracks went right to 
John Nodine's. 

Qucsiioit. Did he tell yon he knew who the men were ? 

Anfiictr. No; he said he didn't kuow any of them ; but his daughter said Nodiue was 
one of them. He went on to Nodiue and told Nodiue about it, and made Nodino very 
mad witli Westbrook, he supi)osed. That is what Tom told me. 

Qui'^iLOu. Where does he live ? ^ 

AuHivtr. On the bank of the river. It is only a hundred yards from Tom's house to 
his house where they crossed the river, but Tom said the tracks hadn't crossed the 
river and they didn't go up or down the river ; that is, the horse's track. 

QiiL'fitton. Did he say whether the men were in disguise or not ? 

Ainfwer. I think they were. 

Qnvhtwu. When did Westbrook tell you that that happened ? 
Aimver. Tliat was some time along last spring. 

Question. Is that what you call Kn-Kluxingnp there, coming in disguises and taking 
men out of houses at night ? 

Answer. I don't know what you may call it. I will tell you the Ku-Klux has got to 
bo such a common by- word that the children and all call their mammies Ku-Klux and 
daddies Ku-Klux, and everything is called Ku-Klux. 

Question. What has made it so common ? 

Answer. There has been so much talk about it. It has got to be a by-word with 
almost everybody. 

Question. Has there been no reality about it as well as talk ? Have not peojde been 
killed in 3'our county by Ku-Klux? 

Answer. I do not know really if there was. I have heard of men being killed, said 
to be by Ku-Klux, but I don't kuo^v. 

Question. Tlvese occurrences are what has made it so common ? 

Answei\ I suppose so. 

Question. Do they use that word to frighten the children up there ? 

Answer. No, sir; it is just a common by-word ; that is all I can tell you. It is just 
common talk with hoys and the like; they call one another Ku-Klux. 

Qu<^stion. You have no knowledge of them, and even if y(mr name w^as given by any- 
boily uj) th(?re on a list of men belonging to the Ku-Khtx you woidd say that you 
have no knowledge of the order and do not belong to it ? 

Answer. I do not ; I have no knowledge of it. 

By Mr. Stkvkxsox: 
Question. Do you belong to any military organizatiou ? 
Answer. No, .sir. 

Question. To any camp ; to anything called a camp ? 
Answer. I don't know \vhat you mean by that. 
Question. Do you belong to anything called a camp ? 

Anawer. I do not. I will tell you all that I belong to. I belong to the Baptist church. 
I am a member of the Baptist church, and that is everything that I liave ever sub- 
scribed to in the world — the only organizatiou. All that I have ever belonged to is to 
be a member of the Baptist church. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Is Thaddeus Splawn here also ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Is he your brother? 
Ansxcei\ No, sir; he is my son. 
Question. Is Esau Price here ? 
Ansu'tT, No, sir ; not that I know of. 
Question. Where is he? 

Answer. He is at home, I expect, for he is not able to come here from what I hear of 
him. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 
Question. Is he a young or old man ? 

Answer. He is a x)retty old man. He has got some kind of a disease. lie is very sick, 
I suppose. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Is Earl Smith hero ? 
Ansiver. 1 do not know. 
Question. Where is he ? 
Answei'. I do not know. 
Question. Would you know him ? 

Answer. I do not know whether I would or not. I have seen the man. I have seen 
these Smith boys, I forget their names and their father's name. I cannot call it to 
mind. 

Question. They live in Spartanburgh County? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Do you know Henry Henderson ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you first know him ? 

Answer. I have seen liim ever since he was born, pretty much. 

Question. Did ho remove or partially remove to North Carolina some time last year 
or this year? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Wliat time was it ? 
Answer. I reckon it was about Christmas. 

Question. What did he do in the way of fixing his residence in North Carolina ? 
Answer. He came up there. His father lives on my father-in-law's plantation. 
Question. What is your father-in-law's name ! 
Answer. Lancaster. 

Question. Henderscm's father lives on your father-in-law's plantation? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He came up there to my father-in-law's plantation. He said he 
couldn't manage it all, and he would take in liis sou to help him 'tend the farm. He 
moved up there, and they built a new house for him to live in. 

Question. Did he ever finally go up there with his ftiniily and stay? 

Ansroer. Yes; his family was moved up tbere, and I think pretty much all. There 
were some things that they didn't move, I think. 

Question. Was the house finished? 

Answer. I don't know whether they intended to do anything more to it or not. It 
was very open, but still the chimney was np and the floor in. 
Question. How long did Henry Ht uderson stay there? 
Answer. I reckon it was a month or so. 

Question. Where did he go to from there, as you understand? 
Answer. He went to Columbia; that is, I heard so. 

Question. It is understood that he is there now, according to your information? 
Ansice)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear or understand that before he went to Columbia fie stopped 
Here in Spartanburgh a week oi two ? 
Answer. I heard so. 

Question, Were he and Skip Price acquainted with each other? 
Answir. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they somehow related by marriage, and if so, how? * 
Answer. Yes, sir. Henry Henderson married Perry Price's daughter. 
Question. What relation is Perry Price to Skip Price ? 
Answer. I can't tell, but there is some relationship. 

Question. State if you know of any difiiculty that occurred between Skip Price and 
Henry Henderson before he left that part of the country. Give us the full history of it, 
beginning at the beginning. 

Answer. Henry Henderson had moved up there, as I told you, and Middletou Hen- 
derson had bought a still from Skip Price. He is a brother-in-law of Henry Hender- 
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GOD. Ho was to pay for it in whisky ; and after Henry moved up there they agreed 
to go into the still together and both pay for the still. 
Question. Who? 

Atiswer. Henry and Middleton, the one that bonght the still. Skip Price went over 
there. The time' was out that they were to pay the whisky ; you remember they were 
to pay for the still in whiskey. He went to see about getting the whisky. 

Question. Where did he go to ? 

Answe)\ To Henry's house, to his fathei-'s house. Henry moved first into his father^s 
house, and they were all living in his father's house. 
Question, Go on. 

Answer. Skip Price went over and told him he wanted his whisky for his still, and 
that he must have either the still or the whisky, one or the other. 
Question. Had he delivered the still to Henderson ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I don't know whether they had any hard words or not, more than 
he just told them he intended to have one or the other. He was compelled to have pay 
for his still, and he intended to have either that or the still. I suppose he was to have 
the still back again or the pay for the still, according to the contract. That is what 
he told me ; and he said he just told them that he had to have the still or the whisky, 
one or the other. I reckon there was some hard feeling gotten up between the two. 
Anyhow, Price got sort o' tight, they said. 

Question. Do you mean he got intoxicated ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. He started home and got up. Now, this new house I spoke of is 
about half way from old ;Mr. Henderson's, where ho had been to his own house ; and 
there he went into that house and laid down and went to sleep, nobody living there 
and no doors. He followed him. 

Question. W^ho followed him ? 

Answer. Henry did. His father told me that, Henry's father. He followed him up 
there and swore he intended to have revenge out of him ; and one of the young Mr.-. 
Smiths — I can't think of his name to save my life, but he is a brother to this one. 

Question. Earle Smith ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He was present and saw him strike him. He was lying asleep, he 
said, and he struck him in the head with a very heavy oak board. I was there the 
next day, for I had got to the creek and couldn't get across for high water. 

Question. Tell us first what occurred during the night. 

Answer. Price just lay there all night. 

Question. That is, Henderson's father told you that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, He said he didn't think he was as bad hurt as he was. I said, 
What is the reason you didn't let his wife or family know something about it? you 

were living close by." " Yes," says he, Stejjhen" — he always called me Stephen — but 

I didn't know he was as bad hurt as ho was." 
Question. Or that he was drank ? 

Ansic€i\ Yes, sir. He said, If I had known he was as bad hurt as he was, I would 
have certainly let you know it." Says I, " Sandy, I believe he may die." 
Question. W^hat was his condition ? 

Answei'. He was struck across the top of the back of the head with this board, and 
he had as deep a gash as I ever saw on anybody's head. It stood open the width of 
my three fingers. The doctor came and sowed it up — Dr. Camp, He said it was a 
very doubtful case. He lay for three days, and sometimes in the course of the throe 
days there was no pulse to be discovered at all, not in his heel or anywhere. 

Question. Because he had lost so much blood ? ' 

Answar. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVas there anybody with him that night ? • 
Ayiswer. Sandy said he had come and staid. 
Question. The father of Henry ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He said to me, " Henry has always been a mighty bad boy ; I never 
could govern him ; he will be hung." Says I, " Yes," I think he'll be hung for this, for 
Price will die, and I intend to law him just as certain as I live. I believe he'll be hung 
for killing Price." He said he believed so too. 

Question. What did Sandy say about his being with him that night ? Was any- 
body with him that night at your house or not ? 

Answer. From what I heard, Sandy staid with him part of the time until ! came 
next morning with my wagon and brought him to my house ; but he didn't think he 
was injured so bad. He said he didn't think so or he would have let us know. 

Question. AYhat next occurred ? 

Answer. He was taken to my house and was likely to die, and the word got out that 
Henderson had struck him with this board. 

Question. What became of Henderson about that time ? 

Answei'. I never saw Henderson after that morning that I went with my wagon for 
Price. 

Question. Is that the time you understood he came to Columbia ? 
43 t ' . 
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An8wet\ When he left there ? 
Queston. Yes. 

Answer, The understanding was with all the people, and in fact his father told me, 
ho was gone to Columbia ; but that was away after that that he had stopped hero 
somewhere in Spartanburgh and was here about Spartanbuigh a week or two ; but I 
don't know that for certain. We heard, and his brother-in-law told mo, that he was 
certainly in Columbia. 

Question. If he swears that he left there for fear of his life from the Ku-Khix that were 
there, it is not true, is it, or how is that ? 

Answer. I do not think that can be it. Anyhow, he left immediately after this injury 
to Price. I told his father, Sandy, he'll be hung for Skip Price j" and Sandy said, 
''He shan't stay about me and the next day I heard he was gone. 

Question, How long did Price lie injured in that way ? How soon did he recover so 
that it was nuderstood that he was safe ? 

Anstver. It was a week or two. 

Question. Has Henderson ever been back there since ? 
Anstver. Not that I know of. 
Question. Is that all that you know about it ? 
Answer. I think it is. 

Question. Henry Henderson speaks of a large crowd that met before your house one 
eveniug about dusk. Did you know about that ? 
Answer. What time was that ? 

Question. I do not know what time it was. It was directly after an interview, I sup- 
pose. 

Answer. There was a great many people at my house when Price was there. He was 
taken to my house and staid there until he got better. There was a good many people 
at my house, both women and children and men, for. they all expected him to die. 

Question, How long had Henry been there from the time he camo there to live with, 
his father before this trouble with Skip ? 

Answer. I reckon it was about a month or so ,* I don't know exactly how long. It 
might have been longer or shorter time, but I think it was about that time. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Were Skip Price and Henderson both drunk on the night of this fracas ? 
Answer. I don't know j I wasn't there ; it was only what they told me. 
Question. What was your understanding ? 

Answer. I have no understanding about it, whether Henderson was drunk, but I think 
he was not. That is my impression. 

Question. AVas it a carousing drunken spree or not ? 

Amwer. 1 only know what they told me. My son is here, and he was right there. He 
went with Price. 



Spartanburg, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 
JAJ^IES THADDEUS SPLAWN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How old are you ? 
Anstver, I was j^^as born October 11, 1840. 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answe}-, In Rutherford County, North Carolina. 
Question. Do you know the township ? 
Answer. Silver Spring, I believe, sir. 
Question, What business do you follow ? 
Answer, Farming. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of a man named Skip Price ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; well, not particular — Skip Price — we call him Skip Price, but his 
name is Berryman Price ; because I am on oath now, and I have to tell the truth. He 
signs his name B. T. Price. 

Question. Have you ever had any talk with him about this Ku-Klux organization ! 

Answer, No, sirj I don't know that I ever did. 

Question, You never did ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard of it ? 

Answer. Ku-Klux; yes, sir, I ]iave heard of it. There is a good deal of talk in our 
county about the Ku-Klux parties, but I don't know anything about them. 
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Question. Have you ever taken* an oath as a member of any secret organization in 
Rutherford County ? 
Atmver. No, sir ; I belong to no secret organization whatever. 
Question. Xoue of any kind ? 
Answer. No, sir; no kind whatever. 

Question. Have you ever cothe into Spartanburgh County, in this State, and been 
initiated into any secret organization ? 
Answer. No, sir; I never. 

Question. Have you ever heard of an organization called the White Brotherhood ? 
Ansirer. I have heard of it, but then I don't know much about it. I have heard some- 
thing about it, but I don't know what about it. I don't know much about it. 
Question. You do not know much about it ? 

Answer. I have heard that there was such an organization ; but I don't know anything 
about it. 

Question. What was its purpose ? 

Answer. I don't know. I've heard of such a thing, that there was such an organiza- 
tion. I don't know that there is or is not. 
Question. Who told you about it ? 

Answei'. I can't tell you ; it's a rumor ? ^ 
Questim. Have you heard of a secret organization called the Constitutional Union 
Guards ? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard of it. 

Question. Have you heard of one called the Invisible Empire ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; I don't know that I have. 

Question. The only one you have heard of is what is called the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Ku-Klux ; I have heard of them. I suppose there has been some depreda- 
tion committed in our country b;^ what is called Ku-Klux. I don't know who it is by. 

Question. Do you know anybody who belongs to that organization? 

Answer. No, sir. I know some that is said to belong to it, but I don't know it within 
myself. 

Questim. Who in your neighborhood is said to belong to them ? 
Answer. Well, there is one Burke that has been committing depredation in our 
country, and it is supposed by the people there that he is a Ku-KIux. 
Question. Anybody else? 

Answer. Btfrko told one of my neighbors, Fort, the miller — he has got a mill and we 
all get our grinding done there — he said he had a plan for all these things. But he is 
a drinking character and I don't know. 

Question. Did you hear this yourself? 

An8we}\ No, sir ; it is hearsay with me. 

Question. Is anybody else said to belong? 

Answer. Burke and his men and — let me see, just let me study a minute. Yes, there 
is one man, my father-in-law. He is a strict observer of the laws of the State and the 
United States, and he was coming in one night, by the Ku-Klux — supposed to be Ku- 
Klux 

Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. Thomas Westbrooke. He is my father-in-law. He was coming in one 
night — I married his oldest daughter; but his second daughter says she will swear to 
a certain man. That certain man lives at the big island right at the ford of the river. 
This same man had threatened my father-in-law because he came down. You know 
the Yankees came in here some year or iwo ago in Spartanburgh and come up about 
the battle-ground, and him and Mr. Ben Blanton came to see me to go with them to 
see the Yankees and see what the issue was going to be in the country. We didn^t 
know what was the matter, what was the signs of the times. He went down and this 
man threatened him ; ho told him he would be Ku-Kluxed. Says he, " W^e don't ask 
you any odds, you Yankees." He says, The whisky ring don't ask you any odds," 
— something of that kind. Now you'll have to call on Westbrooke to get the straight 
of this. 

Question. And who was this man who said this to Westbrooke ? 

Answer. It was John Nodiue, who lives at the big island at the Ford road. He is an 
an elderly man. He has a son John. 

Question. Was Westbrooke accounted one of the Yankees ? 

Answer. No, sir. He asked him because West brook was trying to carry out the laws 
of the United States and the State. He went to see this man to carry out the law, and 
he said he asked him and the Yankees no odds ; and he said he would be Ku-Kluxed in 
ten days. 

Question. Was this Westbrooke or the man you mentioned who said that? 
Ans^rcr. Westbrooke can tell you all about" this thing. He is my father-in-law, and 
has told this thing to me time and again ; and you can see him. 
Question. Were these Y^ankees revenue officers or soldiers ? 
Answer. They were something like soldiers, sent in to collect the revenue. 
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Question. The Tvhisky tux ? * 
Answer. Yes, sir; I suppose so. 

Question. Nodine told Westbrooke be would be Ku-Kluxed ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that because be observed the laws of the State and the United States 
that they were going to Ku-Klux him ? v 

Answer. I suppose so ; because ho was observing the laws of the State and the United 
States. Says he, *^ The whisky ring ask you and the Yankees no odds.'' You ask him 
about it. He has told me, and this is hearsay from him and me. 

Question. Is Nodine considered as belonging to the whisky ring ? 

Answer. 1 expect so; but I don't want to know anything on that. 

Question. Is that the" impression ? 

Answer. I suppose so. 

Question. There is nobody else there that you know of who belongs to the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. This man Burke. " . 

Question. You have given Burke and Nodine, 

Ansicer. Hq has gone on some >Derson named Cudd, Mr. Cudd, and has committed 
some powerful depredations, and finally mighty nearly killed out Cudd. 
Question. Do you mean that he was kiDed ? 

Answe7\ He has cut him so that the people of the country thought he would die. 
Question. You said Burke and his men ; how many men ? 

Answer. I don't know. Ho eame a talking, and said me. and my men" will do thus 
and so. This man John Fort is a responsible man. He used to be a negro-trader be- 
fore the war. He used to be a rich man, and he is responsible. I would be glad you 
would see him. 

Question. Do you know how many men Burke has ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but this man ho committed the depredations on, Cudd, is son-in-law 
to a woman named INIartha Harris, that he tried to commit a rape on ; him and an- 
other man, I think ; they tried to commit it, and one told her if she told it he would 
kill her, and another said he wonld beat her to death. 

Question. Do you consider Burke a Ku-Klux up there ? 

Answei'. He is one of these outraging fellows, men that cares neither for law nor 
gospel. 

Question. And he has a number of men who go with him in that way ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. . • 

^Question. That is the understanding iu your country ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you had any knowledge at all of any time when those men were 
going out to hurt anybody ? 

Answer. I never have, nor anywhere been nigh me. I have expected them time and 
again on me, but they have never been on me nor my father-in-law. If it was not for 
the timber he would be iu sight. 

Question. You say you know nothing of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You are not a member of the organization, and have nothing to do with 
them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I know nothing about them. 

By Mr. Ste-s^nsox : 
Question. Did you know Skip Price was getting up a band ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How did he happen to get your name on his list ? 
Ansiver. He has not got my name on his list, I don't suppose. 
Question. How do you know ? 

Ansiver. If he has, it'has been by his own responsibility. 
Question. Did you ever see his list ? 
Answer, I never did. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. What do you know about a difficulty between Skip Price and Henry Hen- 
derson, about a quarrel and an injury received ? Do you know of it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was it ? 

Ansiver. Mr. Henderson, or the Hendersons, I don't know who ; I shall not testify 

that particularly 

Question. State what you know. 

Ansiver. These boys, the Henderson boys, had bought a still, you understand me, 
from Price and my brother-in law. Painter, and was to give them whisky for it. They 
were to pay for it in whisky at a certain time ; but the time had iiassed some time, and 
Price came by my house Sunday and said he was going down to see about getting his 
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whisky, aud wanted me to go with him. I went aloug. He says, If he pays us the 
whisky, we'll get a dram." So I went along and went down to Henderson's. Mid 

Henderson, I suppose, was the proprietor 

Question. Tell what took place ? 

Atmcer, Henry Henderson lived in Spartanhurgh, hut ho had moved up aud huilt a 
new house, and was just completing it; hut my notion was that they were in cahoot, 
aud were going to huy the still and run the hlockade 

Question. Tell what you know ahout the difficulty hetween Price and Henderson. 

J nsico: Well, I think they were huying this to run the hlockade. I have to tell it 
all to get straight along 

Question. Will you just tell what occurred between Henry Henderson and Skip Price 
ahout that still, if you were there ? 

Answer. 1 went down with them to get the whisky, and no whisky could he got, 
except Skip got some for us hoys, as he promised for us hoys. He bought it aud paid 
for it. He said none was paid on the still. We drank some. Skip got tight, particu- 
lar tight. Kow we call him Skip, hut his name is Berryman Price, and he is my 
brother-in-law. His name is B. T. Price. He was particular tight, and some of the 
friends carried him. He started home, and they got to this new house that this man 
was building. That was half-way home. This man, Henderson, had rented the 
ground from my grandfather 

Question. 1 do not want to know anything about that. Will you just tell what took* 
place there, confining yourself to that ? 

Ansu-er. I don't know how to do. I want to tell the truth, and the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. 

Question. What occurred at the house ? 

An8we7\ He had a new house built, and some of the parties with us started home 
with Price. He was tight, you kuow, and was troublesome to carry, and they fetched 
him to this house and laid him down there, and he went to sleep ; and wo came by 
directly and he was lying fast asleep, and one of Sandy Henderson's little boys was 
with him, and we told him to take care of Price. It was only a little ways to his 
home, where he could go after he waked. We went on to our homes j Bill Westbrooke 
and myself, and another man or two, I don't remember who, at present. We went on 
home, and the next morning, the, first thing I knew, the old man came to my house 

and said Henry Henderson ; now what ho said is all I know about it, for I didn't 

see it * 

Question. Where did you find Price ? 

Answer. This old man came to my house, and, says he, "Henry Henderson has 
kiUed Skip Price." 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was that his father who said so ? 
Answer. His father-in-law. He married my sister. 

Question. You were not there at all when Henry Henderson hit Skip Price ? 
Answer. No, sir, I was not there. 

By Mr. Van Tru^ip : 
Question. Did you see Price after he was hurt ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. I went over with a wagon myself, and Price was there, and said 
he felt in the house thus and so, and he had his knife and was going to leave it, and 
he said, " Leave Skip's knife," and ho threw me the knife ; that was Skip's knife. We 
call him Skip, but his name is B. T. Price. That is all I know about it. 

Question. Where did Henry Henderson go ? 

Answer. I understood he went to Spartanhurgh, and, after that, to Columbia, South 
Carolina. 

Question. How soon did he leave after Skip was hurt ? 

Answer. He staid there a day or two ; but his father, Henry's father, came over 
there, and there was a great deal said. Everybody thought Skip Price w^ould die. 
They couldn't find a pulse in his heel. He was the nighcst dead of any man I ever 
saw. 

Question. Did Henderson leave ? 

Ansivcr. He was nighcst dead, I say, of any man I ever saw. 
Question. Answer me. Did Henderson leave ? 

Answer. Ho did ; aud the old man told his father he intended to run the law on him, 
liviuff or dead. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. When you say they intended to run the blockade, do you mean that they 
intended to make whisky without paying tax f 
Answer. 1 don't know what they intended. 
Question. AYhat do you mean by running the blockade ? 
Answer. 1 suppose that is it. 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You say Skip had his knife there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did not yon hear Skip got up, while he was drunk there, and flourished his 
knife around and whetted it on the jamb, and was going to slash around with it ; did 
Qot you hear about that ? 

Answer This here man Smith 

Question. Just answer me whether you heard about that. 
Answer. Please give me time to recollect the other man's name. 

Question. You need not tell me that nor who told you, but just answer whether you 
heard so. 

Anstver. Those men that came there to go for witnesses on the case saw it. This 
man tried to wake Price up for supper ; so I am told. They shoved him about to wake 
him up for supper, to eat supper with them, and he waked up or was sort o' drowsy 
about and so on. I don't know how it was. 

Question. Was not he flourishing his knife in Henderson's house ? 

Answer. I don't know ; I never heard of that. 

Question. How did he happen to have his knife out ? 

Answer. I don't know that he did have it out. It looks reasonable that he had, from 
the fact that Henderson bad his knife, and he had lost his knife. 
Question, Have you been drinking to-day since you came here ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not particular. I drinked a dram this morning. 
Question. Have you not been drinking generally ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Are you not under the influence of liquor now? 
Answer, I don't know that I am, particular. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, Juhj 11, 1871. 
LAFAYETTE CHAFFIN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Where do you live ? 
Answer. About eight miles below here. 
Question. In what township ? 
Answer. White Plains. 
Question. What do you follow ? 

Answer. Farming ; but I have been wagoning this year and farming together. I 
have a one-horse farm and run a team on the road. 
Question, How old are you ? 
Answer, I am twenty-titiree years of age. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the existence of a band of disguised men in 
your township or neighborhood ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know a colored man named John Lipscomb ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you the night that he was whipped ? 

Answer. One iiight I was at home, and the last time they were visited there (or I 
suppose they were) I was in Shelby, North Carolina, with my team. 
Question. Was he whipped twice ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, he was visited twice, I suppose ; I only heard that. 
Question. When was tjie tirst time? 

Answe7\ I don't know exactly the time. I never noticed it. I never paid any atten- 
tion to it. I can prove 

Question. You say you were in North Carolina at that time? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I can't say I know exactly the time, not even the month. I had a 
colored boy with me that lives at my house; but when I came home my family was 
telling me about it. 

Question. It occurred when you were in North Carolina ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Wlien was that ? 

Answer. 1 don't know. I expect he could tell you better than I. 
Question, When were you jn North Carolina ? 

Answer. I am there all the time backward and forward. I wagon all the time. I was 
there about twice a week. 

Question. But this time Lipscomb was whipped you heard it talked of when you got 
home ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, When was that ? 

Answer. I don't remember. I have no idea particularly. It must have hcen two or 

three but I ean't say. 

Question. Was it two or three or one or two months ago ? 

Ansicer. I ean't say with any safety at all ; Mr. Lipscomb can tell you better. 

Question. When was the second time? 

Ansu-cr. The first time I was at home. 

Question. You mean the first time he was whipped? 

Answer. Yes, sir, the first time I suppose that they went there; when I heard they 
went there. 

Question. I thought you said that the first time he was whipped you were in North 
Caroliua. 

Answer. No, sir; the second tim6. The first time he was whipped I was at home, 
and there was a gentleman at my house named Turner, telling it at my house. 
Question. When was that ? 

Anstcer. That was just a while before the second time. 
Question. Can you fix the month? 
Answe)\ No, sir. 

Question. Was it May, or April, or June? 

Ansicer. I thiuk iWbably it must have been in May, because it has been sometime 
ago. I don't remember the time or the month. It is very seldom I am at home. 
Question. Do you follow wagoning? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have a wagon on the road. Me and another man named Turner 
had one together, and we go with it most of the time. I go with it part of the time and 
he part of the time ; and I have a farm going on too. 

Question. Did you hear of Lipscomb and his wile and her sister being whipped? 

Answer. No, sir; I heard them saying after I came back home that a party of men 
had been there and whipped some family ; but I didn't know for certain which one's 
were whipped, or nothing at all about it. 

Question. You heard that after you got back, and the first time you heard that Lips- 
comb was whipped so was when you were at home ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was in May ? 

Anstv€7\ No, sir, I think that was along the latter part of April ; but I am not certain. 
Question. How long after that did you hear of his being whipped while you were in 
North Carolina ? 
Answer. A couple of weeks, may be, or not quite so long. 
Question. How long were you away that time ? 

Answei\ Three days. • • 

Question. Have you any means of kn6wing what three days these were ? 
Ansu-cr. No, sir. 

Question. Do you not keep any books ? 
Atisicer. No, sh\ 

Question. You cannot tell whether it was the middle or latter part of May? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You think it was about two weeks after the first whipping? 
Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Did you hear-of the whipping of Lipscomb's wife and her sister at all ? 
Answ^. After the second or first? 

Question. No ; I will come to that after a while. Did you hear at alj of his wife and 
her sister being whipped ? 

Answer. I don't know whether I had or not. They whipped some family, but I don't 
know which one. That is what I heard. I don't know anything about it. This is 
only hearsay. 

Question. Was there whipping — whoever was whipped — at a different time from these 
two times you have mentioned? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was at the last time, I suppose. The second time they were 
visited by the party of disguised men, I suppose. 

Question. How far does Lipscomb live from where you live? 

Answer. About a mile, or a little further. 

Question. How long has he lived there ? 

Aiiswtr. Some three years, I reckon. 

Question. Is he a colored man ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard that you were charged with being in that party that 
whipped Lipscomb? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard it. I never knew what I was here for at all until 
now. 1 had nothing to do with the parties, or anybody's business but my own, and I 
am from home all tho time, nearly. 
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Question. Do you know of any secret organization existing in that part of Spartan- 
1>urgh County ? 
Armver, No, sir. 

Question. Neither the Invisible Circle ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question. Nor the Invisible Empire ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor the White Brotherhood ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor the Constitutional Union Guards ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Nor the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qu€stio7i. You have no knowledge of any of them? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. No membership in any of them ? 

Answer. No, sir; nor I don't know nothing about any secret organization. 
Question. Look at the handwriting of this notice, [submitting to the witness a paper 
below given.] Can you read it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Read it to us. 

Answer. This first word I can't exactly make out : I think that Jo.hn Peat ought 
to be run out of this country. If he don't leave, I kill him. If he is a mind to risk his 
he can stay; but he will not stay very long. Death will be his doom." 

[The following is a literal copy of the above-mentioned paper: ^' I think that John 
Peat aught to bee ron aut of this county if hee doaut levo i kill him if bee is mine to 
resk ett it hee can stay butt he will not stay very long, death will bee his doom." 
Below it appears a rude pen-and-ink sketch of two human figures, the one on the right 
pointing a cocked pistol at the other.] 

Question. What is the picture there below ? 

Answ&i\ God! you can't prove it by me. I don't know anything about it. 
Question. Is that your handwriting? 

Answer. No, sir; I never saw it before. It is nothing of mine. I can show you my 
handwriting if you want to see it. 
Question. What is the name there? 
Answer. John Pete. 

Question. Is Lipscomb known by that name? / 
Answer. Yes, sir ; John Pete Lipscomb. He used to belong to a man named Pete 
Lipscomb, I suppose. 

Question. You say you know nothing about this notice? 
Aiiswer. No, sir. 

Question. You never saw it before? 

Ansiver. No, sir; nothing about it at all, and I know by them pictures being there 
that he jadges it is mine, because I drawed sometimes, but I do not profess to draw 
such things as that. 

Question. You do draw sometimes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I draw flowers. He thinks it is me by that. 
Question. You think that is why he thinks you wrote it ? 
Ansiver. I think so. It might be. 

Question. Wera you never aware before that he had that suspicion ? 
Answer. No, sir, I never heard anything about it. I am a man that tends to my own 
business. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Whose handwriting is that ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. I never saw a handwriting like it before that I know of. 
Question. Were you never invited to join this secret association ? 
Answer. No, sir ; no secret organization at all. 

Question. Did nobody ever ask you to join any of the associations, bands, or com- 
panies, or clubs ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have been invited to join what was called, I believe it was the 
democratic club; but there is no secret order about that. It was just to come here 
and form a club of democrats or something like that. Every man to vote at the elec- 
tion. I never went to meet them. It was a ptiblic thing. 

Question. When was it ? 

Anstver. Some two or three years ago. It was the time that the Union Leagues were 
about here ; then they had what was called the democratic club, I believe. But there 
was no secret order about it, and people went up to appoint delegates, or something or 
other — the men that they wished to vote for or something that way ; to know who was 
democrats, but no secret order at all. It was in open daylight and a public place. 



SOUTH CAROLINA — SITB-COMMITTEE. 



665 



Question. How do you know ? Yon did not join it ? 
Ansicer. I know I never joined, for I never went up at all. 
Question. You are speaking of what you understood it to be ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I never went. 

Question. Did anybody ever ai)proacli you to joiu tliis other organization ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What is the name of it ? How do the boys iu the neighborhood call it? 
Answer. You can't prove it by me. 
Question. What? 

Answer. I don't know anything about it. 
Question. Have you never heard of it ? 

Answer. I have heard the people talking about Ku-Klux, Ku-Klux, Ku-Ivlux. 

Question. But how do the men themselves that belong to it call it ? 

Answer. I don't know anybody that belongs to it. 

Question. Did you never know anybody that belonged to it? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't know anybody that belongs to any secret organization. 

Question. Where does your wagon runr? 

Answer. From here to North Carolina. 

Question. To what points ? 

Ansicer. From Catawba to Lincoln and Cleveland, and I have hauled some from 
McDowell. 

Question. Do you go through 'Rutherford ton ? 

Answer. I go through it. I never hauled any from Rutherford. 

Question. And yet you never met anybody that belonged to this order, so far as you 
know ? 

An8u'e7\ Not so far as I know. I might have seen a good many people that belonged, 
but I didn't know it. 

Question. Nobody invited you to join ? 

Answer. No, sir. I never am at home at all, hardly, but when I have a few minutes 
to stay I stay at home. 

Question. How long has it been running here ? 

Ansicer. Six or eight months,, or may be longer; I have heard of Ku-Klux, but to say 
I know a Ku-Klux I don't, or any man belonging to any secret order. I say secret 
orders — I know some men that belongs to Masons. 

Question. But that is not political ? 

Ansieer. No, sir. 

Question. Does your partner Turner belong to it? 
Answer. No, sir. If he does, it is unbeknown to me. 

Question. Is it not a little curious that this thing should exist through all that region 
and you know nothing about it ? 
Answer. I don't know. It don't look very curious to me. 
Question. W^hy? 

Answer. Because I am not at home enough. If I was at home enough I might know. 

Question. In passing through the country I should think you would know better than 
if you were at home ? 

Answer. 1 am no politician and do not follow political matters at all. I do my trad- 
ing and business and have nothing to do with politics at all. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. He asks if it is not curious that you do not know anything about it. You 
understand him to mean knowing personally about it? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I uncierstand that. 
Question. You have heard of it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, ever since they have been in existence. 

Quest 1071. It is rather an astounding fact that nobody knows them except those belong- 
ing to the order ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, only those. 

Question. You spoke of trading. here and back. Is it not the fact that the whole of 
the trade of that part of North Carolina is with this to^^Ti, Spartanburgb ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ^It. Stevenson : 
Question. Do you haul any spirits in your wagon? 

Answer. No, sir, I don't. It is a thing I don't deal in. I don't drink it, nor I don't 
haul it. I have hauled nothing but flour and bacon, and I have hauled a good deal of 
bacon, flour, and wheat. " ' ' 
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Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 
/OHN LIPSCOMB (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairiman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. I am staying herfi in town, now. 
Question, How long have you been staying here ? 
Answe)\ I moved here on the 27th of April. 
Question. Where did you live before that ? 

Ansiver. At Hiram Sanders', two miles from the other side of the rolling-mill. 
Question. In what township ? 
An8we7\ White Plains. 
Question. What did you do there ? 
Answer i I had a farm there. 
Question. Was it rented ? 
\Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who did you rent it from ? • 
Answer. From Hiram Sanders. 

Question. Did the Ku-Klux come to your place at any time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they came twice. 

Question. Go on and tell us about the first time. 

Answer. My first beginning of Ku-Kluxing was this : • I have heard tell of them all 
the time, and of promises of their coming there, and they didn't come unexpected, for 
people said they had promised to come. 

Question. You heard that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Go on and tell what they did. 

Answer. I went up to about a mile of Limestone Springs Saturday, and came back 
by where a colored lady lives, and she said she heard that they were coming Saturday 
night; I went on, and told my people to expect them. I had a sick mule, or Mr. San- 
ders did ; I went to put it up about dusk. When we were putting it up, a couple of 
gentlemen passed by us, going to where they were to meet. I told .my wife not to 
fasten the doors, but leave them open; that the Ku-Klux would be there that uight, 
for I had seen them myself. I laid out, but they came; I lakl out a while, and saw 
them when they did come, and when they came, they came to my house, and hallooed 
and knocked the doors down, and went in and could not find me, and came out aud 
dragged my old stepfather out, and told him to go back, the d — d old radical, go back 
in the house and stay ! They told my wife to tell me by God they expected to have 
me, if they had to burn the woods and search the ashes ; that I was a d — d good old 
radical. She told me that in the morning; I went up and told Mr. Hiram Sanders 
next morning. They went on from there and left, aud never came back until the 
Thursday night following ; then they came back again. When they came, they rushed 
up and hallooed, ''AH right!" just before they stepped to the door; I was, in about 
twenty yards. They ran and knocked down the one door,-and then knocked down the 
other door, and asked my wife where I was ; she said she didn't know. They went on 
and pulled Uncle Burr out again, and made him double-quick back to the house, and 
whipped him. They went on to Mr. Sanders' house, and there was a whisky wagon 
there, and they got*^ some whisky and came back, and took my wife, tied her hands 
behind her, and her sister, and then five of them went in and whipped her, and struck 
her head with the pistols, and told her to tell me that they would have me ; that they 
were from the Ku-IQux, and they intended to have me ; that they came from hell, and 
would have me. * 

Question. How many were there the first night ? 

Answer. The first night I could not count but twelve or fifteen ; I counted may be 
ten, but ten of them I got counted. 

Question. You saw two pass along in the evening? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; going by to meet the crowd. 

Question. They were disguised as Ku-Klux, then ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you know they were going to meet anybody ? 

Answer, Because when they passed me I was expecting, from what I heard, and so I 
went out ; and, sure enough, after a while the crowd met. 

Question. How did you know the two men who passed you at dusk ; were they with 
the Ku-Klux when they came back? 

Ansioer. Because I knew them when they i;)assed, and knew them when they came 
to the house. 

Question. Did you recognize them when they came back? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Who were they? 

Answer. There was Mr. Chaffiu, and there was Mr. Hammers. 
Question. What Mr. Chaffin? 
Ansivcr. J>Ir. ^Fate Chaffin. 

By :SIr. Van Trump : 
Question. What is the real name ; is that his name ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Cilvirman : 
Question. Do yon know his full name? 

Answer. His right name is 'Fate, and his father's name was Chaffin. 
Question. Did you know them when they came back among the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I knew them when they came to my house. 
Question. How did you know they were with the Ku-Klux? 

Ansiver. They came there, and came with these Ku-Klux, and I knew the men whei> • 
they came. 

Question. How did you know them; had they disguises on? 

Answer. They had little pieces of paper on their faces — dough faces — that came that 
far, [covering the front of the face.] Some of them, I reckon, were like the dough faces 
in the stores. 

Question. The second night, did you know any of them? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Who were they? 

Ansirer. One of them was Camp Griffin, and Cy Bagwell, widow Bagwell's son, and 
Chame Allen. 

Question. Did you know anybody else among them? 

Answer. Then when they whipped my wife, widow Petty's son, Lum Petty. 

Question. Are those all you knew? 

Answer. Yes, sir: all that I knew that night. 

Question. Did you say they whipped you the second night? 

Answer. They didn't whip me any time at all. They whipped ray step-father, and 
my wif6, and my wife's sister. My wife was with me, and I took my mother there to 
take care of her. 1 was not whipj)ed at all ,* I was lying away. 

Question. Were you lying out ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I had been lying out a month or two before that. 
Question. Can you read? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about this notice ? [Referring to the notice set forth 
in the testimony of the witness, Lafayette Chaffin.] 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you get that ? z' 
Ansiver. At Gochee meeting-house. 

Question. Where did you get that, and how did you come to get it? 

Answe7\ I was at the church on a Sunday — at the Gochee meeting-house. I was 
standing looking at the gentleman when he wrote it and stuck it up on the side of the 
tree. I was not expecting anything of the kind; I only saw him doing it. I went on 
to my mother's and eat dinner, about a quarter of a mile from there ; and on Monday I 
was back to church ; and Tuesday I was back to church. And I went home to pull 
fodder, and left my wife to go down to church until the next Sunday following. It 
was a big meeting, and they got to telling me about this paper being there ; and I said 
it was only a plaything. I thought there was nothing against me, though I saw them 
writing and sticking it up. My wife kept at me to go and get the paper and take it 
in the law. I said I would, and went down ; and when I went down, they had torn it 
off the tree. I expect they heard I was coming to get it ; they had torn it all off piece 
by piece; and I took the pieces and put them together on this piece of paper, as you 
see them. 

Question. Did you see the man write that ? ' 
A7mver. Yes, sir. 
Question. When ? 
Ansivei\ Last August. 
. Question. Where? 
Ansiver. At Gochee meeting-house. 
Question. How do you know it was that paper ? 
Answer. I saw him write it. 
Question. When did you get it ? 
Answer. I got it two weeks after that. 
Question. AVho imt it up on the tree ? 
Answer. He did it himself. 

Question. How do you know that is the same paper ? 

Answer. Because 1 was described to the paper before I went to get it. 
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Question. What is that ? 

Answer, They described the paper to me before I went to get it ; what was on it. I 
fetched the paper home, and a week after I brought it I showed it to a white gentle- 
man who put it right ; but he didn't know who it was ; but I saw him standing there, 
but he didn't know it. 

Question. How did Chafliu come to write it while you were there ? 

Answer. He wrote it on a paper that he didn't think I should have. 

Question. Did Chaffin tell you what it was when he was writing it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not at that time. 

Question. Who else was there when- you saw Chaffin writing? 
Answer. I was there for one, in about twenty yards. 
Question. Who else was there ? 
Answer. A whole parcel of them were. 

Question. How did you know it was that paper he was writing ? 

Answei\ Because I saw him writing some, and saw him stick it up to the tree. 

Question. Did any one tell you what was written when Chaffin was writing? 

Answer. No, sir ; not right then, not right that day, but a day or two after that day. 

Question. You say that was last August "? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I took this home and put it in my box. 

Question. Whe*n did you bring it in here ? 

Ansicer. I had it up here with me all the time. I have not thrown it away. 

Question. You have been living up here since?. 

Answer. I moved up here about two months ago. 

Question. Did you fix the day when they first eame to your house ? 

Anstcer. They eame there in April. 

Question. Last April ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; last April passed, about the 23d or 24th. 
Question. Is that all you know about this transaction yourself? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You say it was the 23d or 24th of April ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; about that. 
Question. What makes you fix that time? 

Amwer. Because it was the twentieth something, or about the twentieth something. 
I moved here the 27th. It was three or four days before I moved here. That is the 
reason I know. I rented a house a year ago. 

Question. Where was it that a woman told yon the Ku-Klux were going to kill you ? 

Answer. She lives two or three miles from my house, on Mr. Garrison's premises. 

Question. You were going by ? 

Answer. I stopped as I came back by there. 

Question. Where had you been ? 

Answer. At widow Petty's, at Limestone Springs, getting a debt. 
Question. How came you to stop at this woman's ? ^ 
Answer. I was acquainted with her. 
Question. How long did you stay ? 
Answ&r. About fifteen minutes* 
Question. What were you talking about ? 

Ansive7\ I was not talking about anything, only I asked for a drink of water, and 
she commenced telling me about the Ku-Klux coming. 
Question. What did she say ? 

Answer, She understood that they were going to ride the Saturday night following. 
" I guess you may be expecting them Saturday." 

Question, l)i(X she not tell you they were going to call on you ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did she say how she knew that ? 
Answer. She said she heard it. 
Questioii. Did she say she belonged to them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did she say who she heard it from ? 
Answer. No, sir. ^ 
Question. Did you ask for the source of her information ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; she said I could look for myself; she had told me all she was going 
to tell me. 

Question. She seemed to be mysterious about it ? 

Answer. I reckon she was like a great many others. She was afraid to tell me at the 
time, and no doubt the lady would have told me if she thought they would not punish 
her. I reckon she would have told me provided she thought she would not be punish- 
ed. She was afraid the Ku-Klux would be after her. She told me to look out for 
myself. 
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Question. Did it 8uq)rise you to discover that she knew they were coming to you on 
Saturday iii<;ht ? 

Answer. I had heard so much of their doming I didn't know whether it was certain; 
but I knew it was no harm to lay out as I had been always doing. 
Question. Did it surprise you that she knew? 
Answer. Surprise? 

Question. Dop't you know what surprise is? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is it? 

Answer. What I take to be surprise, is when anything hapi)ens unexpected to you. 
Question. She didn't surprise you ? 

Answer. I can't say so. I had heard so much that they were coming I didn't know 
but ejie had. • 
Question. Were you surprised that she knew about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How eould she know ? 

Answer. She is living in the country where all the Ku-Klux bands lies and could 
hear things pass like a good many others. 

Question. Do the Ku-Klux give notice when they are going to turn out ? 
Answer. I expect they do. 

Question. The Ku-Klux did come that Saturday night ? 
Answei'. Yea, sir. 

Question. What is the name of this colored woman that told you? 
Ansiver. Mary Griffin they call her. 

Question. How long was that before the Saturday night they did come ? 
Answer. She told me Saturday morning. They came Saturday night. 
Question. You didn't stay at home that night ? 
Aiiswer. I didn't stay in the house, but in the field. I laid out. 
Question. Where did you lie ? 

Ansicer. I laid out in the field close to my house. « 
Question. What time in the evening did you go to the field? 
Answer. Me? " • 

Question. Yes, you. 

Answer. I left just about a little after sundown. 

Question. What time did you see these men? 

Ansiver, About dusk. 

Question. Were they on horeback? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They were not disguised ? 
Answer. No, sir; no more than the faces. 

Question. How did you tell the chairman awhile ago that when you first saw the 
two men they were not disguised ? 
Answer. I said they had dough faces on. 

Question. No ; you said that was when you saw them at the house? 

Answer, That is what I am talking about. 

Question. But I am talking about the time you first saw them ? 

Ansiver. O, they were not disguised then ; I didn't understand you. 

Question. Then the two men, when you first saw them in the road, were not disguised ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; not when they were riding up. 

Question. Where were they riding ? 

Answei\ Along the road by the side of the fence. 

(^^t(?s^io)i. A public road? ' 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What part of the field were you in ? 

Answer. I was in Mr. Sanders's premises. 

Question. In what part of that field were you ? 

Answer. Right close to the fence. • 

Question. How far from the fence ? 

Answer. I reckon as far as from here to that bed across the hall^ [ten yards, j 

Question. What was in the field to hide you ? 

Aimcer. Nothing at all. 

Question. Were yon standing there ? 

Answci\ Yes, sir; I was standing there helping up a mule. 
Question. You had not gone out yet to sleep? 
Answer. No, sir; I didn't go to sleep that night. 
Question. Did you go back to the house again? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; when I got done with the mule. 
Question. What iime did yon get back ? 

Answer. I went back about half an hour in the night to my house. I didn*t go in. 
Question. How dark was it when these two men went by? 
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Ansicer. About common dusk like. You could see them very well*. 

Question. How far were you from them wheu these two horsemen passed by? 

Answer. I said about as far as from here to that bed across the hall j ten or thirteen 
yards, or a few steps farther. 

Question. You said you were that far in the field, and there was a fence between you? 

Answer. There was the field here, and fence there, and the road out here, [illustrat- 
ing.] That is the way it was. 

Question. You were about fifteen yards from these men ? 

An&iver. Yes, sir ; ten or fifteen. 

Question. Were they talking when they went by ? 

Answer. They tried to talk some French talk j trying to do it, but didn't do it. 
Question. What sort of talk? 
' Answer. I don't know— sort of Dutch. 
Question. Trying to talk Ku-Klnx talk ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I reckon so. 
Question. Did they see you ? 

Anstver. I don't know whether they did or not. They had all the chance to see me. 
Question. They were not disguised? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Just in common clothes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and were talking French. 
Question. Could you understand them ? 

■Answer. No, sir ; only I heard them say something about Ku-IClux. 
Question. That is about the way you understood it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you think they were practicing on talking Ku-Klux? 
Ansive}\ I don't know ; they were talking that way. 
Question. How far was that from your house ? 

Answer. I don't know how many yards it was ; a right smart piece from my house. 
QuesUon. Did they see you ? 

Ansivcr. Not as I know of ; they had a chance to see me. 
Queslion. Did they look toward you ? 
A.nswcr\ They looked back as they passed. 
Question. You recollect that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they say as they looked back ? 

Answer. They were trying to talk Ku-Klux fashion. 

Question. You swear that now, here to-day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You know it is true ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you see these two men again, the next time ? 
Answer. On the Thursday night following, next. 

Question. When on the same night did you see them again. You saw these men first 
on Saturday evening ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir ; at dusk. 
Question. When did you next see them ? 
Answer. I saw them again the same night. 
Question. At what time of the night ? 

Answei\ Between 10 and. 11 o'clock at night they came to my house. 

Question. How many came? 

Ansiver. About fifteen. 

Question. Which way did they come from ? 

Ansiver. They came from pretty much the way I saw them. 

Question. When they came were they going in the same way in which these two were 
traveling in the evening ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir ; ' they all came together. They came from by Sanders's son's house 
and by my house to the old man's house, and then left. 

Question. You say this body of Ku-Klux, at 10 or 11 o'clock, came from the same di- 
rection these two men came from ^vhen you saw them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you when you saw the fifteen CQming ? 
Answer. 1 was there at home. 
Question. At what place at home ? 
Answer. I was lying out there in the field. 
Question. How far from the house? 

Answer. J don't know" if it was exactly fifty yards; but I will say thirty-five or forty . 
Question. Were you at the same place where you were in the dusk of the evening 
w^hen you saw these two men? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question, What sort of a night was it? 

Answer. It was a starlight night, but fair. 

Question. Any moon ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not lato at night. 

Question. There was no moon at 10 or 11 o'clock? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was it a clear night? 

Auswe)\ It was a clear night. 

Question. Did yon get any neanT to the house than the fifty yards? 
Answer. I did before they came. 

Question. But when these men were there did you go toward the house ? 
Answer. I went close up after they came ; I stepped up a little closer. 
Question. How much closer? 

Answer. I reckon ten steps closer ; may be a little more. 

Question. Then you were about forty steps off? 

Answer. Yes, at the first beginning. 

Question, They w^ere right up to the house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Where did they go to? 

Answer. They went on from there up to Mr. Sanders's. 
Question, Where did they go first, right up to the door? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; right up in the yard, and up to my house. 

Question. Could you distinguish any men there, even if they had had no masks on, 
no disguises, under that starlight, forty yards from where they were ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir j I could. If I am as used to a man as I am to myself, pretty nigh, 
I think I could. ^ . 

Question. W^ho do you think you are used to ? * 

Answer, I am used to them ; they were living right there in one field, in a manner. 
Question. Who? 

Answer, Mr. Chaffin, and Mr. Griffin, and Mr. Cy. Bagwell tends the crop right beside 
me. 

Question. Who else ? 

Ansive)\ There is Mr. Petty's son, that is, Mr. Lum Petty. 

Question. Two Pettys? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; only one Petty. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. 1 didn't know anybody else of them. 

Question. You say you knew Fate Chaffin and Griffin to be the same two men you 
saw passing ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. W^liat sort of horses did they ride ? 

Answer. One rode a mare and the other a gray horse. 

Question. W^hen ? 

Answer. On Saturday evening. 

Question, How were they riding at 10 or 11 o'clock ? 

Answer. Some were riding. 

Question. But these two men ? 

Answer. These two men were with the same crowd, but riding a mare and a horse 
also. 

Question. What sort of a mare ? 
Ansicer, A little bay mare. 

Question. What sort of an animal did the other ride ? 
Answer. A gray horse. 

Question. Were these the same horses you saw in the evening? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did Griffin and Chaffin have the same sort of disguises as the other men ? 
Answer. Griffin had only a pocket handkerchief tied over his face. 
Question. Why did you not tell that before ? 

Answer. You asked me if they were talking French and I told you; and you asked 
me if they had anything on. When they passed me they had nothing on, but when 
they came to my house they had doe-faces on. 

Question. Which had the doe-faces on ? 

Ansicer, Several had. 

Question. But I am speakhig of these two men, Griffin and Chaffin. . 

Answer. Griffin had a handkerchief tied over his face. 

Question. Chaffin had what ? 

Answer. Chaffin had a doe-face on. 

Question. What is a doe-face ? 

Answer. A piece of paper they call a doe-face. 

Question. Did he wear it all over his face ? 
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Answer. No, sir ; it came down this way. 
Question. What was on his head ? 
Answer. His hat. 
Question. What hat ? 

Answer. His white hat ; his every-day hat. 
Question. What shape hat was it ? 
Answer. It was shaped pretty much like this wool hat. 
Question. Did he wear a white hat at that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he wear that in the evening ? 
Answet\ Yes, sir. 

Question. What sort of a gown had he on ? 
Anstver. None j only his every-day clothes. 
Question. Had any of the rest gowns on ? 
Answer. No, sir ; only their every-day clothes. 
Question. How is it that yon did not know the rest? 
Anstver. I just made out what I could, and them that I conldn^t I didn't. 
Question. What church were you at on Sunday evening ? What was the name of that 
church ? 
Answer. Gochee meeting-house. 
Question. How far is that from your house ? 

Answer. I don't know exactly how far they call it, hut some jsays one way and some 
another. I take it to he ahout five miles. 

Question. Was there preaching there that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you have preaching again hefore you saw this man writing ? 
Answer. *No, sir. 

Question. When you saw this man writing the notice, was it after preaching was 
over ? 

Answer. That was when they were i)reaching when h6 wrote that. 

Question. Why were you not in the house to hear the ]Dreaching ? 

Answer. The house was very crowded, and there was so many couldn't get in. I had 
heen in there, hut came out ahout twenty minutes. 

Question. Then there were so many that could not get in the church hecause it was so 
crowded ? 

, Answer. That's the reason I was not in. 
Question. You say that many could not get in ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they standing ahout the door ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; people were all ahout there. 
Question. Were you at the door? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was off from the door twenty or twenty-five yards. 

Question. How many were standing around you? 

An8wei\ There were several white ones standing around me. 

Question. This was a church where hoth colored and white people went ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; white and hlack. 

Question. Were there a good many white and hlack there ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You were standing twenty yards from the door, with a party of white peo- 
ple and colored people with you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; right around me. 
Question. Where did you first see Chaffin writing ? 

Ansiver. Where did I see him writing that ? I saw him writing off some thirty yards 
straightforward hefore me. 

Question. Were there any people out where he was? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How many ? 

Anstver. It looked like some five or six white ones. 
Question. What did he write this thing on? 

Answer. He looked like he was writing on his knee ; I don't know what he was writ- 
ing on. He carried it around and laid it upon the wagon or huggy ; something right 
on his knee. 

Question. Had he a pen and ink ? 

Answer. I doji't know. 

Question. Did he write with a pencil? 

Answer. I can't say what he wrote it with ; all I can say is he wrote it. 
Question. Was it with a pen or pencil ? 

Answer. They were crowding around so I could not see whether it was a pencil or not. 
Question. How many were crowded around ? 
Answer, Five or six. 
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Question. Could you not see with what he was writing ? 
Ansiver. Not to see whether it was a pen or pencil. 
Question. Did you see the paper ? 
Answer. I didn't see anything hut that. 

Qucstim. I am not speaking of this paper, but the paper he had. You think th^ paper 
he was writing on was this paper ? 
Answer. That^s the one he wrote on. 
Question. How do you know it is ? 

Answer. The reason I know ho wrote it is, so far as I know, he stuck it up beside the 
tree. 

Question. How do you know it was this paper ? 

Answer. Because the people told me my name was there on the paper. It was a man 
with a i)istol drawn in his hand, and I was drawn on it, and my name on the paper. 

Question. And because the people told you two weeks afterward that there was a 
paper on that tree with figures on it, one like a man with a pistol in his hand, you 
think this is the very paper that ChafQn was writing that day f 

Answer. Why, what does the paper say ? 

Question. Answer my question. You say you were told of the existence of a paper 
two weeks after this Sunday, and that you saw Chaffin writing the same paper that 
was on the tree, with figures on it like a man with a pistol, and therefore you think it 
is the same paper ? 

Answer. ^ I said in Iwq weeks time I got the paper. 

Question. How soon did you hear it ? 

Ansiver. I heard it several days before. 

Question. Why did you not go before and get it? 

Answer. I didn't pay attention to it. I went to fetch it, may be, about the last of the 
week, and John Whitcly passed my house. He was standing beside him when he wrote 
this paper j I saw John Whitely coming by my house, and I goes to my box and got 
the paper and showed it to him, and he acknowledged that he knew who wrote the 
paper, but he would not tell who did it. 

Question. Where does John Whitely live ? 

Answer. On !Mrs. Hammer's premises, on Pacolet. 

Question. Is he a yt)ung or old man ? 

Answer. A young man, but he has a family. 

Question. Who was present when John W^hitely told you ? 

Answer. My wife and wife's sister and brother, and I don't know but he told sonje 
white people. 

Question. How do you know ? 
Answer. They told me so. 
Question. Who? 

Answer. William Sanders's son Myers. • 

Question. Myers Sanders, a white man, told you that Whitely told him that he knew 
who wrote it ? 

Ansiver. He told mo that John Whitely said he knew who did it, but didn't tell who ; 
and John Whitely told me he knew who did it, but wouldn't tell me. 
Question. Why is not Myers Sanders here to tell that fact ? * 
An8wet\ He is not here ; Iio is at home. 
Question. How far from here ? 
Answer. About ten miles from here. 

Question. Why have you not got him here to tell that fact, that John Whitely told 
him that something that he told you ? 
Answer. He told me. 
Question. But why is he not here ? 
Answer. Nobody summoned him here, I suppose. 

Question. Wliat sort of a paper was it that^^^JhafiSn was writing when you saw him 
writing on that day, right in the face of a public meeting ; such a paper as this ? 
Ansivei'. He was writing on a piece of white paper like that. 
Question. About that size ? 

Ansiver. A little broader, may be; but I saw some of it torn off. 

Question. I did not ask you to argue the case; just tell me the facts. 

Answer. It was just about such a size piece of paper, as nigh as I could get at it. 

Question. How could you see that he was writing such a paper when you could not 
sec whether he was writing with pen or pencil ? 

Answei\ I was out too far ; I didn't see him get any ink. I just saw him writing, but 
whether with ink or pencil I could not tell. 

Question. Now, Lipscomb, tell me how many people were in sight when Chaffin was 
writing that paper and stuck it up on that tree; how many were all around the church 
and in the church that could see that ? 

Answer. I am telling you exactly the way, as far as I know. There was a great many 
43 t 
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pe^jple there that day ; but to say who "was uoticiug him particularly with that paper 
1 could not tell ; but I saw it. 
Question. How many could have noticed it ? 

Answer, I know those that were right around him when he was writing it— standing 
tliere— saw it and knew it. 

Question. Did you see anybody else who saw it ? 
Aimcer. No, sir. I don^t know. 

Question. How many were standing there that could have seen it if they wanted to ? 
Fifty? 

Answer. No, sir. I don't know that there were so many that could have seen it. 
Question. Were they alTblack and white people ? 

Answe)'. No, sir ; there was mighty few black people that could see it among them. 
Question. Was the tree nearer the church than Chaffin was when he wrote it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much nearer ? How far had he to walk from where he wrote to go 
to the tree ? 
Answer. May be twenty steps. 

Question. You were about twenty steps from the church ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And he was about thirty siejys, when he was writing, still further off? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that if became back toward the church after ho wrote the paper he 
came about as near the church as you were ? 
Ansive}'. Yes, sir ; mighty nigh it. 

Question. And the people were standing all around there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you saw him write this pai^er and stick it up there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he wrote that paper and stuck it up to the tree. 
Question. You swear to that ? 

Ansiver. Do I swear that he stuck it up to the tree ? I will swear this way, that he 
Vv^rote the paper. 
Question. This paper that is here ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you not swear that he stuck it up there ? 

Answer. I swore that he stuck the paper on a tree closer to the church than he was. 
Question. Did you swear that Chaffin wrote this paper on thnt day at the church? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Thirty yards from where you were ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that he took this paper, after he had written it, and in the face of all 
the people, went to the tree and stuck it^up there ? 
Answer. You asked me how much nearer it was to the tree. 

Question. Did he walk to that tree and stick this up on the tree in the face of the 
people that day ? 

Ansiver. I don't know whether he did it before the crowd of people, but he stuck it 
up there that day ; whether he did it right before the crowd I don't know, but he 
stuck it up that day. 

Question. What time of day was it ? 

Answer. I don't know exactly what time, but it was after dinner-time of day. 

Question. Didn't you say that after he got done writing it he took it and stuck it up ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I did. 

Question. How long was he in writing it ? 

Answei\ I don't know how long. 

Question. You say the preaching was not over when he commenced writing it ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, How long did the sermon continue ? 
Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. Don't you mean to say that while you and these people were there, that 
when he got done writing this paper, he walked right up to the tree and stuck it there ? 
Did you not say that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I said he put it on the tree. 

Question. Did not he do it just then ? 

Answer. Not as quick as he wrote it. 

Question. How long afterward ? 

Answer. I don't know what time in the day he did it, what hour or minute. He put 
\X on that day. 

Question, Were the people there when he did it ? 

Answer. I reckon they were, and they might have been pretty much gone. 
Question. You are a pretty smart nigger, are you not ? 
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Answer. I dou't know about that. 
Question. You think you aro ? 
Ansiver. I don't think I am much smart. 
Question. How long did you stay there ? 

Answer. I staid there until the crowd commenced breaking right smart. 

Question. You left before all the crowd left then If 

Answer. Some two or three were there after I left. 

Questiort. You say you left when the crowd began to break up ? 

Answer. I said I leVt about the time the crowd broke up. 

Question. Before you left Chaffin put this paper up, for you saw him put it up ? 
Ansiccr. I didn't see him stick the paper uj) to the tree. 
Question. You did not ? 

Answer. No, sir; but I recollect this much, that I saw him writing this paper. 

Question. Who brought you here to swear ? 

Answer. I came for the party that called me. 

Question. You say now you did not see him stick it up ? 

Ansiver. I saw him write the paper. 

Question. Is that all you saw ? 

Ansicer. I saw him write the paper, and a gentleman said that he was standing right 
beside him when he wrote the paper and saw him write the paper. 

Question. Do you say now that you did not sec Chaffin stick this paper on tha tree ? 
Answer. I told you that Mr. Chaffin wrote it. 

Question. But you said that after he wrote it he stuck it on the tree. 
Ansicer. If he wrote it, I was satisfied he stuck it there, as long as he wrote it him- 
self, you know. 

Question. How do you know, if you did not see him stick it up, but merely saw him 
write something on a paper, that he stuck that particular paper up ? 

Answer. What makes me say it is ho wrote it. I showed this paper to a gentleman 
after I got it. 

Question. Two weeks afterward ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; aud he sanctified that he knew it, and he sanctified he knew who 
did it, but would not tell. 
Question. That was Whitely ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That makes you know that Chaffin stuck this up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I know he did. 

Question. Have you not sworn half a dozen times to-day that he stuck it up? 

Answer. He must have stuck it up, if he wrote it. If I wrote a thing aud didn't 
stick it up it would be my fault. 

Question. Have you not said half a dozen times that you saw him write this paper 
and stick it up on that tree ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see him stick it up there ? 

Ansiver. Now I am going to tell you. He goes to the tree. He had done the writing. 
He goes to the tree, aud then in the evening the writing was proved to be on the tree. 
Question. Then you did not see him stick it on the tree ? 

Answer. I saw him have the paper in his hand, going to the tree. That is the way I 
went. I took the paper a few days after that— about nearly two weeks. 

Question, Do you know how many tinges I can make you tell that you saw him stick 
this paper up before I get through with you ? 

Answer. It was the very day he wrote the i)aper. 

Question. Can you guess how many [times I can get you to say that you saw him 
write this paper and stick it up on that tree, right in the face of the congregation, in 
broad daylight ? Do you know how many times you will say it before you get through ? 

Ansiver. I have said it often enough. 

Mr. y^iN Trump. I think you have. 



Sparta>'buegh, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 
EEUBEN BRYANT sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. In what part of this county do you live ? 
Answer. On the lower side. 
Question. In what township ? 
Answer. Pacolet Depot Township, 
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Question, What do you follow there ? 
Answ&i\ Farming. 

Question, How long have you lived in this county ? 
Answer. Ever since I was born. 
Question. How old arc you ? 

A7iswer. I shall be sixty-seven years old on the 16th of October,- if I live to see it ; so 
my parents say ; sixty-seven or sixty-eight. 

Question. Have the'lvu-Klux been at your house at any time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they called themselves Ku-Klux. 

Question. Proceed and state to the committee all that occurred at that time, an 
when it was. 

Answer. It was the last of last May. It was the same night they were at General 
Bates's, and was somewhere about the last of May — I cannot tell the exact day of the 
month. I didn't expect to be called, and I didn't memorize it. 

Question. Go on and tell what they did and said. 

Answer. They came some time after midnight. When I found them out they had the 
house surrounded, and they hallooed and told me they wanted some guns, and if I 
would get up and give the guns to them they wouldn't hurt me ; and if T did not they 
intended to have them. I told them if they would promise not to hurt me I would 
get up and give them- the guus. I knew that if they intended to have them they 
could have them. 

Question. What guns had you there ? 

Answer. It was a couple of United States guns that my son had brought there for 
me and my tenant. I had them wrapped up securely. They have to be wrapped up 
securely. I never shot them at all. One was up-stairs and the other down-stairs, to bo 
there if I wanted to use it at any time. I gave them the first one, the one I really 
claim. I didn't consider it his, but it was in my care. I told them I claimed no other. 
They told me I was a God damned liar ; that there was another gun there, and they 
intended to have both. They didn't come into the house. I had given them one, and 
the other I had, and blundered up for the other ; they wouldn't let me get a liglit. 

Question. AVas that all that occurred with them at that time ? 

Ajiswer. They didn't hurt me at that time. They talked, some of them, very impru- 
dent. 

Question. What did they say ? 

Answer. They cursed me when I opened the door ; the one I called the captain and 
another man was standing one one side and the other the other, and he seemed to be 
very boisterous and called me a God damned old hypocrite and a traitor, and a turn- 
coat ; the captain — I called him that— took notice ; none of the rest did ; he appeared to 
be a moderator ; he tried to keep order ; he said he had always heard I was a gentleman ; 
he had always understood I was a gentleman, and I should not be hurt. 

Question. Was this all that occurred ? 

Ansivcr. Do you want all the talk that I can recollect that they said ? 

Question. Tell us all they said and did, without special questions. 

Answer. They told me I must go and have my name registered in The Spartan ; that 
I was a democrat; I had always been a democrat ; and when my soji came out as a re- 
publican candidate, of course I voted for him; I voted the republican ticket that time 
only, and it ws an easy matter for me to do that, because I had always been a demo- 
crat ; that had been my principles ; they said they intended to kill my son just as certain 
as he was then living or anything could be, if he did hot go immediately and announce 
jiis principles and have it published in the paper ; they said nothing was any ;surer 
than that they were certain to kill him. 

Question. What son ? 

Ansiver. The only son I had then — Dr. Javan Bryant. 
Question. Had he been a candidate for the legislature ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. In pursuance of that did you publish a notice in the paper ? 

Answer. I sent up a little notice : This is to certify I have always been a friend of 
my country and a democrat in principle, although I did at the last election vote a re- 
publican ticket." 

Question. W^ould you have done that if it had not been for this visit and demand ? 

Ansvjei\ By no means ; and when I came to Uiis place I was advised by one of the 
prominent lawyers not to do it ; that they all knew my principles and did not blame 
me a bit for voting for my son. 

Question. What motive led you to make this publication ? 

Answer. They said they would visit me again and play hob with me if I did not. 
Question. Was it the apprehension of that? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I didn't want to be killed ; it was very' easy for them to do it, and 
I would not have belied my conscience hardly to have saved my life. 
Question, ,How many of these men were there ? 
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Answer. I could uot tell you, if I was to guess ; they were all around the house besides 
those belore the door. 

(^)wt.s/it>?i. How Averc they dressed ? 

Aimrev. It was in the night ; ihey seemed to he one one color and another another ; 
the one I called captain was si)otted all over ; the one who stood hj was the one who 
talked so impudently. 

Quisiion, l3id you recognize any of them ? 

Answer. 1 couldn't swear positively to any of them. I could tell you who I believe 
this one was who talked so mean and impudent. \\'ould that do any good ? 
Qucslion. Tell us why you believe so. 

Answer. You see they,, all talked somewhat Irish. The -captain made very good Irish 
in his speech. The others would disguise their speech this way and that way ; they 
were not so well trained in it. They asked me where I got the guns, and how. I told 
them, and this one si^oke and says, ^' What is the reason he didn't give them to me !" 
and then he spoke in his own language that word. 

Quesiion. Did you recognize him from that ? 

Answer. I can tell you who I believe he was ; but will I not be in danger ? I have not 
told anybody yet. 

Q^uesiion. That is for you to judge. 
• Answer. They might come and devour me. [Pausing.] I don't want to pull down a 
sword upon my own head. They have got the one I believe was there already indicted 
for Ku-Kluxing at another place, bound over to court. That is the one I beMeve it was. 
It is for his conduct at another place the same night. 

Quesiion. I think you had better give us the name. 

Ansicer. But you'll publish it, won't you ? 

Quesiion. It will be in the testimony when it is published. 

Answer. I cannot swear positively to him, understand that. I tell you he spoke in 
his own language one word, and his behavior and his general talk comported with the 
man I believe it was, and his size and all. 

Question. Is that the only one you recognized ? , 

Answei'. Yes, sir. I suppose I am sworn to tell my opinion. 

Quesiion. You are sworn to tell the whole truth about it. 

Answer. I believe it was John Vandiver. He is indicted for going into General 
Bates's house the same night. They recognized him, and he is now bound over for it. 
Quesiion. Was this the same night that the A'isit was made to General Bates's house f 
Answer. Yes, sir ; so I understood. I was not at General Bates's. 
Question. Was this the only visit they ever made to your house ? 

Answer. The only visit they ever made that I know of; that I am sure of; but I 
believe they were there another night, a portion of them ; but I didn't see them. 
Quesiion. Were you at home the second night ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 
Question. Where v/ere you I 

Answer. I was lying out in the woods, if you want to hear the truth, trying to save 
my life, and my wife, too. I had no other family. 
Quesiion. What took you to the woods ? 
Answtr. I was afraid they would come and devour me. 
Quesiion. Had there been any threat made ? 

Ansicer. They threatened that night that they would give me four days to do it, and 
some prominent friends advised me not to. The}' said my politics was so well known, 
and I didn't have my name put in that paper, and the four days had expired, and I 
was afraid. If they had asked I Avould have give them everything I had in the house. 

Question. You say your wife lay out ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. How old is she ? 

Answer. Twenty-six. 

Question. A young wife ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and as right and fine a woman as any, I reckon. She has brought 
me a fine son since that time, just a few nights after that. She was in a bad fix to see 
that awful looking gang there that night. 

Quesiion. Are there other j)eoplc in your neighborhood who have been lying in the 
woods ? 

Answer. The neighborhood, sir, is generally under the dread and fear, if you can be- 
lieve what they state. I believe what I have heard them say of the Ku-Klux. You 
see I live on the road, and they pass there frequently, right along my house. 

Question. Have you seen the Ku-Klux pass f 

Ansicer. I have seen men pass I believed were them. 

Question. But when they were in disguise, riding as such ? 

Answer. No, sir, I didn't see them in disguise. 

Quesiion. Who did j^ou refer to as passing along the road ? 

Answer. Those that they said were Ku-Klux. 
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Question. Have there been many instances of people lying out in the woods ? 

Answer. I have beard of many, very mair^, instances. They said General Bates laid 
ont for weeks previous to this, afraid to be in his own bouse ; but this is only what I 
have heard. I have told you all that I know myself. 

Question. Have people told you they laid in the woods for this reason ? 

Ansivcr. I have heard it rumored all around. I have an old neighbor between eighty 
and ninety years old, as he says — he lives almost in sight of me — as harmless a man as 
there is in the State, a hard-working old man. His children have all left him to work 
for his living in his old age. These men went there and threatened to shoot the poor 
old man, and abused him tremendously. 

Question. Who was that man ? 

Ansiver. Joseph Harvey. His daughter wanted to know what they wanted. She 
said they had done no harm. One of them said, It is that damned old father of yours 
we are after." She turned and hallooed and screamed, and the old man raised up in 
bed ; but she kept between them and him, and begged so powerful, though they cursed 
a great deal, they didn't hurt her. This I had from them. 



SPART^i^sBURGH, SOUTH CaROLIXA, July 11, 18T1. 

SANCHO DANIELS (colored) sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. In what part of Spartanburgh County do you live ? 
Ansicer. Beech Springs. 
Question. What do you do there ? 
Answer. Farm. 

Question. How long have you lived there ? 
Answer. Three years last Christmas. 
. Question. Were you raised in that neighborhood ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I^was raised about seven miles below here. 
Question. Have the Ku-Klux been to see you at any time ? 
Answer. Yea, sir ; they came to my house. 
Question. When? 

Ansicer. On Friday night; I don't remember what time in the month, but the same 
night they came to Sam Simmons's. They came from his house on to my house. 
Question. What month was it ? 

Answer. I think it was in May. Ho knows the time, I reckon. It was the same 
night, and it was Friday night. 

Question. Go on and tell what they said and did. 

Ansiver. They came to my house, and came in the piazza and hallooed, Holloa!" I was 
lying down, but I was not asleep. I made no answer at first. They commenced hal- 
looing again, and said, llalloa, my good friend." I said Halloa P They said, "Get up 
and open the door." I got up and commenced fire to kindle a light. I thought I would 
make a light to see how to put on my clothes, to see, if they came in the house, that I 
could take a good look at them ; but I considered that the moon was shining bright 
enough ; and when I commenced putting on my pants they said, Hurry, hurry up ; 
hurry, hurry, open the door ; we want water; we are thirsty;" and I opened theVloor, 
and stepped out among them ; and they said, These are your good old radical friends 
come to see you ; what do you think about it ?" I says, I am here." He said, " You 
voted for us, and we have come to see you." I said, I am right here." They said, 

Have you got any water ?" I said, No, sir ; not very much here ; there is a little." 
They said, " Go and get us all in the branch, by Christ!" I said, " There is no branch 
close by here, but I will go with yon until we find one." He says, *^Did you vote f ' I 
said, ^' Yes." He said, How many times ?" I said, " To mv recollection I voted four 
times." " You did ?" says he. I said, Yes." " What sort of a ticket ?" he asked. <*A 
radical ticket," I said. " Well, by Christ, you will go dead," he says. I said to him 
just that way, Well, sir." He said, What makes you vote the radical ticket?" I 
says, " Well, sir, I thought I was right." He says, " What makes you believe you were 
right ?" I says, It was the first party started since I was free. I was never allowed into 
none before, and they started first, and so I joined that party, and swore I would vote 
for it, and that I was ready to do so." And I said, " We know the white folks never 
did allow us to equalize with them in any measures before, and I didn't think I had 
any right to equalize with them in that measure." They said, ^'Yes, you did have 
rights, and to-night you will go dead." I said, Well, sir." They said, Have you a 
line or rope here f I said, ^' No, sir, I haven't any here. I have one down at the plow 
in the field." "O, by Christ," he says, /'that is too far. Have you any old hanks 
here f I told him there was four or five hanks in the house. One man answered, O, 
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by Christ, I think he will do. AVill you tell us one thing f ^ I said, I don't know." Ho 
said^ Don't you teli us you don't know, or you will go dead," and they put up pistols 
to my face. I said, I have told you all I know. If there is anything more, ask me 
and i will tell you." He said, " Will you i)romise us before God to-night that you will 
not vote the radical ticket, but vote for the democratic party ?" I said, I don't 
know." He says, " Don't you say that ; you'll go dead to-night. Don't say that," and 
they put pistols to my face again. ' ' You promise us to-night you will not vote." I 
said, " I don't promise' you I wont vote it, but I don't know." He said, " What makes 
you don't know ?" I said, " I thought I wouldn't vote at all either side." He said, 
" Wlio did you tell so f" I said, I told Mr. Wingo so." He says, What did he say 
to you then ?" I said, " He told me if I quit the radical party to not be out like a dog, 
but go on the other side." 

Question. What did you tell him ? 

Answer, I told him I didn't know whether I would vote or not, because I didn't want 
to vote at all ; they kept up so much fuss. He said, " Didn't any of your good old 
democratic friends talk to you about it ?" I said, None but Mr. Miers Pollard, and he 
didn't say very much." " What did ho say to you !" He told me that it was just left to a 
man's honor to do just as he pleased ; vote for the democrats, if ho wanted to, or vote 
for the radicals— just any way he saw cause to vote. I then thought I had as well 
stick to the same party I had sworn to stick to, and I did so. They said, *' Is that all 
he said to j'ou ?" I said, Yes, sir." They said, We want you to vote the democratic 
ticket next time." I told him it was sort o' hard for me to say. They said, " You give 
us a promise to-night that you will vote the democratic ticket." I said to him, " Well, 
I will "—just that way. He then said, " Did you ever hear tell 6f the Ku-Klux V' I 
said, " Yes." They said, Did you ever see any ?" . I said, *^ No, sir." He said, "Do 
you want to see them !" I said, " That's hard forme to say, for I may say I don't want 
to see them, and see them anyhow." He said, " Yes, by Christ, you'll see them, you'll 
go dead to-night." One says, " I think he will do. W^henever the election comes on 
again you go and vote the democratic ticket, and get as many to do it as you can. 
Now go back in the door, and if you let it get outside of these walls, we will come 
back here, and you'll go dead, sir." 

Question. W^as that the end of it ? . ^ 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you go back to the house ? % 
Answer. I hadn't gone out. I had just stepped down from the door to the piazza, and 
they were there. 

Question. How many of them were there ? 

Answer. As nigh as I could recollect, five were talking to me, and two went in the 
house, and the others stood at the bars with the horses. 
Question. Were they disguised ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; from the head to the feet. 
Question. Did you know any of them ? 

Answer. No, sir ,• I didn't see anything about them that I could tell. 
Question. Is that all you know about it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is all I know about the business at that time 

By Mr. Yax TumiP ; 
Question. How often have you said over the speech you have just made to us ? 
Answei'. I have told it but once, at Mr. Poinier's. That was last Tuesday morning. 
Question. Who was there? 

Answer. This man that called me up here, and Mr. Poinier. 
Question. Do you mean the Sergeant-at-Arms ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. How came you to tell it there to Mr. Poinier ? 

Answer. The news came to me on Monday evening that I was to be here on Tuesday 
morning. 

Question. How did the news get to you ? 
Answer. Sam Simmons brought it. 

Question. That is the man who was visited the same night that you were ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did you and Sam live from each other? 

Answer* About a mile. 

Question. You see each other frequently ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; pretty regularly. 

Question. Did you and him ever sit down together and say over your speeches ? 
Answer. No, sir; not at all. 

Question. Do you know that your toue and manner of expression are very much like 
Simmons's speech here the other day ? 

Answer. No, sir. I never heard in particular what he said. I have heard a little of it 
down in the office. 
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Question. Wliat office ? 

Answer. Where I gave in, down at Mr. Poiuier's. 
Question. Was Simmons there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ho make his speech there ? 

Answer. They were pretty well done when I went up. I didn't know where to go up ; 
but after I come up there he talked a little. 
Question. Who told you to go there ? 

Answer. I was sitting right down on the other side of the stores there, and a little 
boy came up there, and was talking about a man that stopped a buggy, and he asked 
me if I knew him. I told him that I didn't live here ; that I came down on business. 
I told that boy so. He sUys, " What sort o' business f I said, " I can't say. Did you 
see where those black men went to ?" He says, Up in that office and then I went 
up there. 

Question. There were four or five black men in Mr. Poinier's office ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Black men who have been witnesses here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Mr. Poiuier United States commissioner here ? 
Answ&i\ I don't know. 

Question. When you told the Ku-Klux you had voted four times, did you mean four 
times at one election ? 
Answer* Four times altogether; one time every year. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 

SPENCER SNODDY (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. At WidoW|Dodd's. 
Question. What part of this county is that in ? 
J nsicer. It is what they call the Beech Spring township. 
Question. W^hat do you do there ? 

Aiiswer. Farm it, sir. * 
Question. Were you raised there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where were you raised ? 
Ansivei'. Five miles above there. 
Question. How old are you ? 

Answer. I reckon I am about twenty-seven years old, as near as I can recollect it. 
Question. Have the Ku-Klux come to you at any time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Go on and tell us what they said and did to you, and first state when it 
was. 

Answer. They came to me on the first Saturday night in May. 
Question. What did they say and do ? 

Answei\ When they came I came to the door and they asked me out, and I walked 
out ; and then they took me olf a piece down to the other black man's house and told 
me they were going to whip me. I says, " You have to do it, then, sir ; go on." Then he 
kept me there, and we stopped. And he says, ^' Pull off your coat." I pulled off my 
coat. " Pull off your shirt." I started to pull it ofi", and he says, " You needn't pull it 
clean off. Undo your gallowses." I threw them off", and he turned up my shirt and 
made me kneel down, and when I knelt down he whipped me. 

Question. How much ? 

Answer. I couldn't tell you how much they gave me. At first I counted fifteen, but 
they pinned on me so tight I couldn't count the otherg. 
Question. Did they hurt you ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, bad. 
Question. Did they cut your skin any ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; across my back. 
Question. What did they whip you with? 
Ansii'ei\ With a switch. 
Qtiestion. What did they say to you ? 

Answer. They said, after thev got done whipping me, ''Who did you vote for?" I 
Bald, "For Scott." They said, "What did you do that for?" I said, " Of course I 
thought that was best.'' He said, " Didn't you know any better ? " I told him No, 
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sir, I didn't know any better right then." Then he says, " Rovr the next time vote 
right ; " and that was the last he said tp me. 

Question. Did yon know how many of them there were ? 

Jusiar. No, sir; I conldn't tell how many of them there were. 

Question. Were they disgnised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qncstion. Could yon tell who they were ? . . 

Juswe)'. No, sir. 

Question. Had they arms ? 

^-J/iS7m'. I saw three pistols among them. 

Question. What time of night was this? 

Answer. I think it was about 10 o'clock. 

Question. Have you a family there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did it frighten them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it frightened them. 

Question. Have you been sleeping in your house since then? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 
Question. Had yon been before? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have not been afraid to sleep in your house ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Was this the only time they came to see you ? 
Ansiver. That was all the time. They never come but once. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 

Question. Have you been training in Mr. Poinier's office? Have you been making 
speeches in Poinier's office ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have not been telling this story of yours ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 
Question. To nobody ? 
Answer. No, sir. 



Spartaxburgh, South Carolina, July 11, 1871. 
HENRY LIPSCOMB (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chair^ian : 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer. Up here in Spartanburgh district — over the other side oi the district — with 
a man named Elias Burnett, on his land. 

Question. How long have you lived in this county or district ? 

Answer. I came up here on New Year's day, on Sunday, and they whipped me on Mon- 
day about midnight, and they gave me ten days to get away, and I got away in eleven 
days. 

Question. Go on with your story. 

Answei\ They came about midnight. I had been lying out from corn-cutting time up 
until New Year's day. That year New Year's day came on Sunday, and I wanted to do 
a good day's work on New Year's. I said, Its Sunday and I'll make a good day's work 
to-morrow, and may be then it will be good the whole year if I live." I went home 
and I was discontented in my house. It was raining. I was sick. I had been afflicted 
and couldn't put my arm over my head. I had been lying out ; and way in the night a 
man came hallooing at my my door, "I come. Old Harry, to-night to take your *hoce.' ' 

Question. What is your "hoce?" 

Ansiver. I reckon he meant that they came to take me, or kill me, I reckon. That is the 
word he spoke to me. He commenced, " Open the door, God damn jon ; God damn 
your old soul, open the door, God damn you." I run about my house back and forward. 
I had a place on the top open with a board to get out. When I got the boards open I 
was afraid to get out for fear they would shoot. One of them hallooed, " He is coming," 
and I staid in until I thought I had to come out or be killed. Then I said, ^' Adeline, 
open the door," and he hailed back, " No, God damn you, I'll open it myself," and he 
picked up a rock and threw it first, but it didn't break it; and then he i)icked up a 
steer-yoke and it bursted it down and he went to burst into the house, but he said, " No, 
let me see what I am doing, " and he struck fire on a ball that gave a light through the 
whole house, and ho jumped in and gathered me by this shoulder here and packed me 
out and threw mo down, and commenced beating and choking me. My daughter was 
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hallooirng, " Bon^t kill my father," and he says, " God damn yon, hush. Stop yonr 
mouth/' and he hauled back and struck her on the month, and that Avas the last of her. 
He says, God damn you, get up." I got up. They took me on to the woods and strip- 
ped me stark naked. Said he, " God damn yon, get down ;" I got down and they com- 
menced beating. Three beat, as nigh as I could recollect ; seeing them by the moon- 
shine, they looked like there were eight or ten men. He said, Look here, look here ; 
if you run Til shoot you," and they stood there with guns. He says Avhen I looked 
around, Stand in front of me, and don't stand looking around." They knocked and 
beat me, and when they got done he said, " Do you know any of us ?" coming right 
close up. The moonshine was very bright. Says I, "No." Says he, "Not a man 
Says I, " No." "If you do you may rely on it, I don't care where you go to, I can get to 
yon. I have come a long ways and he has come a long ways." That is what he said. 
When the man first spoke at the door I knew his voice, and that is the way I could tell 
a body. His mother was my wife's young mistress. I knew when he was born, and so 
I knew him by his voice, and I believe it was him, if I have to die fi>r it. I know I am 
standing before you men and I have to account for it hereafter. If I can't read I am 
sorry for it. 

Question. VMio was that man ? 

Anstcer. Bob Stacey. 

Question. How were these men dressed ? 

Ansiver. This man had on white altogether plumb all around and a disguise across 
the face, a little white, and I could see red eyes and lips. 
Question. Did you know any of the rest of them ? 

Ansiccr. They didn't none talk but him, only two words, and when my daughter says, 
" Don't kill my father/' he says, " No, God danin you, I intend to cut his " (my be- 
hind,) " all to pieces." 

Question. Was that all ? 

Ansivc)'. That is all, I think. 

Question. Did they ever come to you again ? 

Anstver. They didn't come to mc exactly ; they threatened me. I can tell how it 
was. I came up to Mr. Burnett's. I had sold all my fodder — what little I had. He says 
I might have a fodder-stack down there where I moved, and he said, " You can count 
it out as you want it." That was Mr, Burnett, I counted out so much, and Sunday I 
w^ent out. I had a pig, and I had bought a sow, and I thought she had killed it ; she 
was strange to it ; a nd when I come to look, who should I see at my crib but two white 
men, and I went to them, and it was Jim Russell and Littlcbcrry Gilbert. Says he, 
" Harry, how much fodder did you have ?" I told him how many bundles I had got. 
He says, "Your little boy has brought some down." I said, "Yes, sir, Ttold him to 
fetch it and I could count it ; your father-in-law told me to do that." He says, " They 
said they had twenty-five bundles, and he said they had thirty." The boys had thrown 
a few bundles in the crib. Says I, " It's all right ; I allow to count them myself, and 
be straight with it " 

Question. Does this matter relate to any threatening ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Get to the point as soon as you can. 

Ansive)\ I goes over to see Mr. Burnett, and I told him to count it, but to take him 
along. He comes up there and we were all there. I spoke to them all, and I says to 
him, " That's the way it was : you counted some that was in there before," and then 
he raised up a ehair and says, " God damn him, kill him, kill him ;" and Jim Rus- 
sell raised up a chair, and I says, " A man can kill me, but he can't scare me." He 
says, " God damn yoij, the Ku-Klux had you and ought to have killed you." Says I, 
"They did have me, true enough. They come like a thief-roving robber in the night 
and tried to steal my life away." By that time we got out of doors. Says he, " Old 
man, I told Mr. Burnett I thought you was a fine fellow." Says I, " Go and ask him." 
Says he, "If there was a thousand Ku-Klux coming to your house, old man, I could 
surrender them as quick as death." 

Question. Do what? 

Ansiver. Keep them from coming on me, ho meant. 
Question. Who said that ? 
Ansivei\,Jim Russell. 
Question. Is that the end of it ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who among them were Ku-Klux that you have spoken of— those that 
threatened you ? 
Ansiver. I should suppose that the man that threatened me was. 
Question. Do you know that ? 

Ansive)\ I wouldn't swear it positively that he was. 
Question. Who is that ? 

Answer. Jim Russell. I wouldn't swear it positively. 

Question. Is this all you have to say of what you know about the Ku-Klux ? 
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Answer. All I kuow about the Ku-Klux cominf; to me but this here Stacey. 
Question. Had you slept iu your house before this time until they came to you ? 
Answer. I hadn't slept iu my house more than about three nights from September un- 
til before the time they ^vhippcd me. 

Qiitsiion. Why were you afraid to sleep in your house ? 

Answer. They had killed Mr. Alf. Oweus, a white man, down there, and a black man 
named Jim Peeler and one named Tom. Roundtree — they couldn't get him out of his 
house and set his house on lire and killed him ; and I could hear them as they iiassed 
along. I could hear them say they allowed to go to every rad«ical man's house, and 
that scared me. 

Question. Did you sleep in the woods? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir; and iu the barn where I thrashed wheat. I laid out all the time. 

Question. Had you a family ? 

Answer. Yes, sir;;, I had ten in the family. 

Question. Did any of them sleep out? 

Ansicer Yes, sir ; one of my daughters slept out. AYhat she slept out for was the Kn- 
Klux came around to a man named Gabriel Anstell, and beat him unmercifully, and his 
wife run to my house when they were beating him, and told me that the Ku-Klux had 
Gabe and was going to kill him. My daughter was at home, and Gabriel's wife came 
to let me know it, and I told my daughter to run over to the house to try to defend this 
man. The truth shall be the truth. I had no weapon there. I had one little gun, but 
no account. This other black man had a gun, a mighty good one, where I sent. My 
daughter run over there, and before she got back they had abused this man, and started 
down towards home. It was like here was the house, and here was the creek, [illus- 
trating,] and she stood by the creek, and couldn't get back, and they stoi)ped right still 
there, and she was here, and heard them talking. 

Question. Dili she tell you this ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did she after that sleep in the woods? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. That was why ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir; thev-'had a lawsuit then, and we sent down to Union, and Mr. Bun- 
sen — they told us he was a colonel — he came uj), and Bud. Williams too, to try the case. 
They tried it. 

Question. What case? 

Answer. The ease of the Ku-Klux that whipped brother Gabe Anstell ; and my daugh- 
ter was a witness of knowing him, being close to him, right beside the road when they 
were talking. They had them up and tried them, and she went in and swore to Bob 
Stacey and Bob Gaffney. 

Question. Both white men? 

Answer. Yes, sir; Bob Gafiney is Dr. Gaffney's son. 
Question. Then she laid out? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they knocked around, and gave bond for security, and as soon as 
they let them out, he says to my daughter, to her face, "Damn you, I'll Ku-Klux you ;" 
and he went home kicking up his heels and dancing, and raised up a pistol, and he 
says, "Danm you, here's what I call * Bunty,' and if I get you anywhere I'll shoot you," 
and from that they began to Ku-Klux, and my dear friends they killed and laid out 
there — I can't express what they did do. 

Question. Were the colored people there afraid? 

Answer. They were not so afraid at tho start. At the election they were not afraid. 
They went up and voted, every one of them, and some swam the river in order to, and 
some waded ; but afrer the Ku-Klucking started, and they whij^ped some, and killed 
some, and got their guns, they were scared, and laid out ; they couldn't stand it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What was on this ball they threw into your house? 

Answer. It smelt sort o'like spirits of turpentine to me. It was afire. He struck a 
match of fire and it flashed right u]} to give a light. It flashed like a man would set a 
row of broom-straw afire, and as they came in they stamped it out. 

Question, It was not coal-oil ? 

Answer'. I don't know what it was. I never saw such a thing. 
Question. Did you ever see benzine burn ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; I knew this man by his voice. There was a man up here before you 
tho other day. I heard him cursing us, and some one said, "Who is that ?" and I knew 
his voice then, and I said, " It is Barney Russell." Some said it w^asu't him, but I said, " I 
have heard that man's voice too much ;" and when the people looked after he came out, 
it was him. It is not worth while, when I knew a man ever since he was born. When 
he took hold of me, and asked me if I knew him, of course I told him I didn't know, or 
ho would have killed me. Another man up hero told me, his name is Kimball—I was 
working for him, and says I, "1 am troubled ; I am in difficalty ; I am scared ; I am 
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not able to do tlie work I can do." ^' What is the matter?'^ says lio. I says, " I Lear 
talk of Ku-Kliix here, and if tlaey get me again they will kill me." Says he, ''Old 
man, I don't think they will hurt you; just go on." Says I, ''Mr. Kimball, I don't 
expect you know anything about it, but may be in places you Avill talk before them, and 
I want you to talk for me the best you can." Says he, "Old man, the Ku-Klux had me 
up at Carpenter's store, and I proved myself clear and honest, and I have voted the 
democratic ticket, and they never disturbed me; but," says he, "of course, every radi- 
cal man will have to bear the law of a democrat, every one of them." 
Question. What is that? 

Answer. He said every radical man had to abide by the law of the democrats when 
they come to a house. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Who was that ? 

Answer. Jim Kimball ; he lives up here. I had lately moved up there and hadn't got 
good acquainted in the settlement. There is another man down in our settlement 
named Manus Kyle. He says, at Squire Peeler's house, where a woman was cooking, 
says he, " Squire ?" He says " What ? " He says, " Why should you have these damned 
radicals on your land?" and the old man says, " Why, why not ?" Says he, " God damn 
them, they are like a mole sweeping the dirt from under your feet." The old man says, 
" Supposing they all were democrats, then how ?" Says he, "God damn them, let them 
go elsewhere. I'm one that will help make up the club at Cherokee Ford with forty, 
and I'll take my gun on my shoulder in need to shoot a God damned nigger." Now this 
woman told me that. I was not there, but this woman, that was the cook, heard it 
and told me. I was next day helping to kill a hog there, and I throwed it up to them, 
and Mrs. Peeler, the white lady of the house, said the Ku-Klux will come out of North 
Carolina and cut him all to pieces. This black woman is there that heard it. 

Question. Have you got any more cock-and-a-buU stories to tell ? 

Answer. 1 haven't got any more to tell now. I haven't told a single lie. If I have to 
die for it, I've said the truth. I didn't say anything but what I can answer for 
hereafter. 

Question. I am speaking about what you heard was said at Peeler's. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you want to tell anything more that you have heard about them there? 
Answer. No, sir, I don't want to tell any more. 
Question. You say a number of men were killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Name them. 

Answer. Daniel Peeler was killed. I'll distinguish the names in both ways. He was 
a black man ; he would go by the name of two men. Tom Roundtree. 
Question. Is Daniel Peeler and Tom Roundtree the same man ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, they are two men. Jim Peeler and Strap Jeffers was killed. 
Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Mr. Owens was killed ; he was a white man. 

Question. W^ho else ? 

Ansiver. That's all I have spoken of. 

Question. Where did Daniel Peeler live ? 

Answer. Right there where I did. He married my sister's daughter. 

Question. When was ho kiUed ? 

Answer. He was killed since I come up here. 

Question. How was he killed ? 

Ansiver. He was shot with eight balls. They told me when I went back about it. I 
saw his grave. They put eight balls in him, right through here, [through the body.] 
Question. Who put them in him ? 
Answer. I don't know, for I was not there. 
Question. You do not know how he was killed? 

Answer. No, sir. He was out in the road when they found him. His wife was there. 
His wife's baby was about two weeks old when they killed him. When I lieard it I 
was a good way off and was afraid to go down there. I went over to Mr. McDowell's, 
and my daughter was there and they sent her word that Daniel had been dead two 
weeks ; and Mr. Bryant Bonner, that came over there, said he was killed, so my daugh- 
ter said. 

Question. Nobody knew how he was killed, did they? 

Answer. They knew the men were there that they called Ku-Klux, and shot him. 
Question. You said they did not know whether it was Ku-Klux or not? 
Answer. I couldn't tell ; but the people down there told me so. 
Question. You have been telling for the last hour what other people said. 
Answer. I have been telling what I heard. 

Question. 1 asked you who killed him; you did not know, and I asked if it was the 
Ku-Klux? 
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Anstcer. It is what they call the Ku-Klux. I have heard them say so. 
Quesiioiu Was not Tom Ronndtreo in another county ? 
Ansiucr. Yes, sir, in York district. 
Question. A good ways from here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesflou. You do not know the particulai: history of that case ? 

Ansiccr. No, sir, but I knew the mau, and knew that he was killed. 

Quesfion. Where was James Peeler ? 

Answer. lie lived in Union district, right below me. 

Question. That is not in Spartanburgh ? 

Ansiver, No, sir; but in the same district. I was whipped in Union district. 
Question. Was James Peeler killed while you was there? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiiou. ITow far did he live from you? 
Answer. About six miles, on Sam Jelfers' land. 

Quesiion. Then these killings you have been talking about were not in Spartanburgh 
district ? 

Answer. No, sir ; in Union district and York. 
Question. Does Elias Burnett live in Union ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; in Spartanburgh. 
Question. Were you whipped in Spartanburgh? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was whipped in Union, but they gave me ten days. 
Question. I understood you lived at Burnett's, and that you were whipped there? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I was whipped in Union district, and they gave me ten days to get 
away from there. 

Question. Then you have been talking all this time about Union and York Counties, 
and we did not know it ? 

Ansu'ei\ I was whipped in Union, and the Ku-Klux, all disguised men, gave me ten 
days to get away, and I came up to Elias Burnett's. 

Question. You first came to Elias Burnett's; when did "you leave? 

Ansiver. According to my little, weak knowledge, all the way I had to remember the 
day, for I couldn't set it down — New Year's w^as on Suuday ; that is the way I count 
it. They whipped me on Monday, the day after New Year's, and they gave me ten days 
from that day to get away. 

Question. And you got away on the eleventh ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that about the middle of January that you got to Burnett's ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; concluding to go there, and then when I got there I was no better 
off than before. 

Question. You had never lived in that neighborhood before you went to Burnett's in 
January? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you get acquainted with Bob Stacey ? 

Answer. My master that owned me, Robert Lipscomb, lived in Spartanburgh district, 
and ilr. Stacey lived just over our fence. We worked all, you may say, right there. I 
would run to this fence, and they would plow to this fence. That w^as'in Spartanburgh 
district. 

Question. Before you came to Burnett's you lived close to the line of Spartanburgh 
and Union ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I lived a quarter of a mile from the Union and Spartanburgh line. 
Question. How far had you to move from where you lived in Union district, where 
you were whipped, to Burnett's? What is the distance ? 
Answer, About thirty miles. 
Question. Did Stacey live near Burnett's? 

Answer. No, sir ; Stacey lives off about thirty miles from Burnett's. 
Question. This Bob Stacey was down at Union ? 

Answer. It was Union district. I was at his grandfather's, remember. 
Question. You say Bob was the son of your master ? 

Ansicer. His mother was my wife's young mistress. I had a wife there all the time 
I was a slave, and Stacey went down to Peeler's and married Isaac Peeler's daughter, 
' and they came to be nigh neighbors to me, and then I had a wife at Isaac Peeler's all 
the time. 

Question. Were these two Peelers who were killed white or black men ? 
Answer. Black men. 

Question. Named after the white family ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What made you think Bob Stacey was a Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Because I knew his talk when he first spoke at the door. 
Question. You had known him ever since he was a child? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Was he disguised like tbe rest? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You are satisfied that Bob Stacey was one ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever tell that in Union district ? 

Answer. No, sir. I wouldn't tell it down there ; I was afraid. 

Question. What would induce Robert Stacey, who had known you from boyhood, to 
treat you so terribly, so badly ? 

Anstcer. He said, when he took me out and had me down, " God damn you, God damn 
you, ril show you how to swear against good, innocent men !" 

Question. Who did you swear against ? 
. Ansiver. I told you about the law suit. I didn't swear against any one, but at the 
law suit we had at Mr. Olin's with Mr. Bunsen my daughter swore against him. 

Question. How came it that you didn't tell that fact before ; that is, what Stacey said 
about you swearing against good, innocent men ? Why did you not tell that to the 
Senator when he was examining you, and you were asked to tell all that the Ku-Klux 
said and did that night ? 

Answer, I told all that I could remember. 

Question. You remember it now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was so much, I told only what I could remember. This came 
to me. I knew what he said to me. 
Question, He said, " God damn you, you'll be a witness against innocent men ?" 
Anszver. Yes, sir. He said, " I'll show you how to be a witness against innocent men." 
Question. That was when he told you to get down ? 

Answer, 1 told him I didn't never swear against any man. He said, " If you didn't, 
Sal has." That is my daughter. 
Question. What did you say ? 
Ansiver. I said I didn't desire her to do it. 
Question. What did he say ? 

Anstcer. Nothing ; only, God damn you, go on, get down !" and then he beat me. 
Question. All that you did not remomber to tell the Senator when he asked you sev- 
eral times to tell all they said and did? 
Ansiver. 1 told you all I could remember. 

Question. How was that ? You say that is all Bob Stacey said ? Take your time 
and think about it. 

Answer. That and his beating me as much as he wanted. He gave me ten. Ho 
asked, did I know any of them ? I told him no, I didn't ; I didn't know any one of them 
Question^ Was Bob Stacey the only one who talked to you ? 

Answa\ He was the only man that talked there that I heard talk j only two words, 
and that is when my daughter spoke. 

Question. You say you know that was Robert Stacey by his voice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; by his voice it must have been him. I don't want to put nothing 
on no person at all in the world, but this child I knew when he was born. I have been with 
him and I know his voice ; but I saw his nature and truth and feeling by his voice, 
when he hallooed at me. The last of my family was in the house when he hallooed, 
and they said " that's Bob Staccy's voice." 

Question. Why did not you tell that before ? 

Answer. I told the same thing ; I told that I knew his voice. 

Question. You say that when he first spoke at the door some of the family in the 
house said that's Bob Stacey's voice 2" 

Answer. I said we all said it's Bob Stacey's voice. 

Question. Why did not you tell that before ? 

Answe7\ I thought it was not any use to fetch it all in. 

Question. The chairman told you to tell all that was said and done ? 

Answer. It is impossible for me to tell all that has been said and done j but I can tell 
so much as I know was done. 

Question. Now you say that you knew Robert Stacey was there because you knew 
his voice. Was there any other thing by which you knew him ? 

Answer. By height and build, as I told you before. His height and build were all 
the way I knew him. I didn't know him by his voice. 

Question. A great many men are built alike ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not a fact that a great many voices are alike ? 
Answer. A great many are ; that is true enough. 

Question. Is it not possible that you are doing your old acquaintance, Robert Stacey, 
about whom I know nothing, a great injustice by this kind of testimony ? 

Answer. No, sir, I am not doing him wrong. I would not tell a lie on a man, not for 
my own sake, because I have to die. 

Question. Did you say the Ku-Klux that night counterfeited their voices ? i 

Answer. He tried to counterfeit his, but he didn't. He didn't counterfeit his" voice 
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when lie first came up and si)oke, but we knew his voice ; but he talk^{l so fast he 
coukl not counterfeit his voice, and when he had nie down he could not counterfeit his 
voice. 

Question. Why could not he ? 

J7i8im\ It was [speaking rapidly] God damn you, God damn you, God damn you, 
God damu you, God damn you, God damn you, God damn you, God damn you. 
Qutstion. Did Le say ''God damn you" as fast as that ? 

AnhH'cr, Yes, sir; ho kept saj^iig it and 'beating me. Then they quit him from that 
and took him olf and beat me regular. 

Question. Did he keep saying " God damn you," and not counterfeit his voice ? 

Answer. No, sir ; ho might have tried it, but he couldn't. I knew his voice. 

Question. When he did try to counterfeit it how did he do it ? 

Ansiver. [In deep base.] God damn you. 

Question. In that deep gutteral tone you are imitating ? 

Ansmr. Yes, sir. In that way he tried to get in when he first come to the door: 
[in bass voice,] "halloo! open the door; God damn you, God damu you, God damn 
you." 

Question. I thought you said he spoke in his natural voice ? 
Ansivtr. Xo ; he tried to conceal his voice. 

Question. Just now you were trying to imitate him with his voice in a deep guttural 
tone ? 

Ansicer. Well, he tried to alter his voice, but he couldn't alter it enough for me not 
to know it. 

Question. Why could he not try to counterfeit it all the time — what was the reason? 

Ansictr. I can't tell you. I reckon he wanted to beat mc. They all had me down. 
They had me down, I reckon, and they were in a hurry. 

Question. If you came to this neighborhood where you now live as late as January 
last, how have you got so much knowledge as to 'make you swear you knew that James 
Russell and Littleberry Gilbert and Barnett Russell were Ku-Klux — did you say they 
were ? 

Ansiver. I said I think they were. They threatened me and Julius Cantrell. How 
he came to threaten me, I told you; about the fodder he came to threaten me. Julius 
Cantrell told me about these things. They were building a still-house. I was ^splaining 
all these things. 

Question. Were you just bcgining to 'splain ? 

Ansiver. Xo,>sir ; I was explaining how I got at the reason they didn't Ku-KI'ux me. 
They ^^-ere begining to make frolics at night. 
Question. Who did ? 

Answer. Russell and the men in the country. 
Question. How near about did they make frolics ? 

Answer. Pretty close to my house, a mile or a half a mile may be, I can't tell where 
they were. 

Question. How do you know they made frolics ? 

Answer. Jim Russell told me there was going to be a frolic. He had been up danciug 
and knocking about. I take it for granted, I did not know any better. Barney Rus- 
sell wanted to go, and he would say to Julius, come for him to still some, that is, still 
some whisky. Julius told me he was afraid to stay there. Says he . 

.Question. All jou know about that is what Julius told you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I do not want to hear anything about what he said. 
Answer, Then I will not say it. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 12, 1871. 

NELSON OGLESBY (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Ansiver. At Mrs. Dewberry's. 
Question. Where is that ? ' 
Ansiver. In Spartanburgh district. 
Question. How long have you lived there ? 
Answer. I just moved there this year. 
Question. Were you visited at any time by the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question Where was that ? 

Answer. Over at Mrs. Dewberry's, where I live now. 
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Question "Were you -svhipped ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. AVhen Tvas it ? 

Answer. I can't tell exactly wLat day, but it has been about a month ago, I reckon. 
Question. How many were there ? 

Answer. Four of them came to the house, and went to the kitchen — the cook-house, 
where I stayed when I lirst moved up, and bursted the door. The children were all in 
there. We were all staying in the house with our mistress. She was afraid to stay 
in the house by herself. We all waked up. We heard a mighty fuss. I slipped my 
pants on. 

Question. And they took you out and whipped you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many lashes did they give you ? 

Answer. I reckon about twenty-five or thirty, just as hard as they could put it on. 

Question, Did they say what they whipped you for ? 

Answer. It was about some tales they had heard. 

Question. AVhat time of night was it f 

Answer. It was just before daybreak. ^ 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You are stajring with your old mistress ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. At her house ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you no place to stay yourself? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I am making a farm for her. 

Question. AVere you there just that night or living there ? ' 

Answer. I was living there altogether. 

Question. Have you a wife and children ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many children ? 

Ansicer. Seven of us in the family. 

Question. You were all living in the house of Mrs. Dewberry, a widow lady ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was she there that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Was she awakened ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did these men speak to her ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where was she ? 

Anstve^'. We all staid in the same roora. She was afraid to stay in the other room 
by herself. 

Question. How old is she ? 

An8ivei\ She is pretty far along in age. 

Question. About how old ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you exactly. 

Question. Has she no husband ? 

'Ansiver. No. 

Question. Has she any children of her own ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; she has a son up here. He is the sheriff. 

■Question. Do you say she is the mother of Sheriff Dewberry ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and he got me there to make this farm for his mother, and to stay 
there and to see to everything on the place. 

Question. There was nobody else there but your family and old Mrs. Dewberry ? 
Answer. That is all. , 

Question. AVhat tales did they say you had been telling ? 

A7i8we7\ The time the black ones they said were rising away down here some- 
where, I don't know just where. Some of the white ones up that way spoke to me 
about it, and I told them I thought that was a mighty bad way for the'm to be doing. 
I thought they had better be at home and trying to make a living, and everything 
quiet. 

Question. Was that the tale ? • 
Ansim\ That was the news. 

Question. Was that what they charged you with that night, telling tales about that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. All the tale you told was to condemn the black people for rising ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you say there were four men ? * . 

Answer. Yes, sir four men came up to the house. 
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Question. Had tliey disguises on ? 

Ansivc)'. Thoy had" little somethings over their faces, and with jeans clothes and coats 
just like they iiad heen going out to a meeting. 

Question, Such clothes as black men wear generally? 
Answer. No, sir; very nicely made. 

Qut.'ithn. Could yon see whether they were hlack or white ? 

Answer. No, sir; my little boy said next morning that there was one black one with 
them, and they told that one to put this thing over his face, or these boys would know 
him. 

Question. To what? 

Answer. To pull the rag down over his face so that the boys would not know him. 
Question. Your boy told you that some of these other men said that the black man 
must pull it over his face so that he would not be known ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. xVnd they charged you vdih saying that these black men had better have been 
attending to their own business than rising ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you mean by rising ? 

Answer. You recollect we heard of the black ones rising somewhere ? 
Question. Had there been talk about the black people rising ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and they said I know it. That was the report that got out, and I 
declared I never said a word about it, only what I said just now. 
Question. But they said you did ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, and whipped me for it. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Had you had any conversation of any kind with anybody about this rising ? 
Answer. No, sir ; no kind at all, only the white men was telling me about it, and I 
said they had better be hard at labor trying to make a living like myself. 
Question. Do you know who the men were who did whip you ? 
Answer. No, sir, not exactly. I know them by their walk and build pretty much. 
Question. Who do you believe they were ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Tell us who they were, according to your belief ? 
Answer. A man that lived the other side of my house there. 
Question. What is his name ? 
Answer. Abner W^aters. 
Question. Who else ? 

Answer. That is about all the one I had any belief was in the gang. 
Question. Is he a white or a black man ? 
Answer. He is a white man. 

Question. How do you know one of them was a black man ? 
Answer. That is what the children told us the next morning. 
Question. Did you see his face ? 

Answer. They said they saw his face, and that they told this man to cover his face, 
or these boys might know him. 

Question."^ Did the boys know who he was? 

Atiswer. No, sir ; they were so scared they did not know exactly who he was. 
Question. That was all that was charged against you— what you had said about the 
risiug ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^here was this rising ? 

Answer. I think it was somewhere down about Chester. 

Question. It was about them that you were charged with having said this, that you 
thought that it would be better for them to be at their work ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By ISIr. Van Trump : 

Question. You say you had said to some white men that your opinion was that these 
black men had better attend to their own business ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that was my prinicplcs. 
Question. Were all four of these men disguised ? 
Ansxeer. Yes, sir ; they had something over their faces. 

44 1 
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Spartanbuegh, South Carolina, July 12, 1871. 

JOHN HINES (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : ' 
Quest ion. Where do yon live ? 
Answer. Out on the battle-ground. 
Question. Who do you live with ? 
Answer. Zebe [Zebnlon] Cantrell. 
Quesiion, Do yon work for him ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. Did the Kn-Klnx visit you at any time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. They visited me several times. 
Qnestion. When ? 

Answer. The last time was abont the last of May. 
Question. What did they do to you ? 

Answer. They never did anything to me. They never got hold of me. They incjuired 
for me, and beat a little boy that stays at my house, right smart. 
Qnestion. Are you married ? 
Answer. No, sir. I stay with my aunt. 
Question. Did you see them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they want with you ? 

Answer. They said they wanted to whip me, and wanted my gun. 
Question. What for? 

Answer. They never told me, but they told her it was for voting for the damned rad- 
cals. They told ray aunt that. 
Question. Was that the last time ? 
Answer. The last time they came they told her that. 
Question. How many times did they come ? 

Answer. Four times before that, 1 think. This last time makes five times. 
Qnestion. Why were yon not there ? 

Answer. Because I knew they wanted to whip me, and I left. 
Question. Where were you ? 

Answer. I was outside one night. I was at old man Cantrell's, and started home and 
heard something about his lot, and I coukl hear them hurrying np, I thought, and ho 
asked me what I heard. I told him I didn't know, but I heard some talking. I went 
on, and when I got to the gate I heard them hallooing, ''March up," but I got away. 

Question. They have not whipioed you at all ? 

Answer. No, sir. I saw^ them that night and heard them halloo " March up," and 
they followed on after me to my house, and I heard them coiaing, and ran out the back 
side. I told aunt Rose they were coming, and she stood in the door, and one of them 
hallooed to her to get out of the door or he would shoot her out ; and she stepped out of 
the door on to the piazza, and one went uj) and drew his gun on her, and another drcAV 
the bench on her. 

Quesiion. Did they hurt her ? 

Answer, They punched her on one side of the head with a gun. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did you see that ? 

Answer. I saw that myself; I was by the crib. When they went back I went up aud 
peeped at them through a crack in the side of the house. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How many were there ? 
Ansu'er. About nine. 

Question. Did you see them*go at any other time ? 

Answer. I saw them putting their horses in the stable one night. 

Quesiion. Who? 

Answer. I do not know. I knew two of them that came to my house riding ; I sup- 
pose they were the same crowd. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Ansiver. Lewis Jolly and Bill Jolly and Jerry Gedney. They were the ones that 
abused my aunt aud the little boy. 

Question. Did you see them put them in the stable ? 

Answer. I saw them putting them in. I thought I heard Mr. Cantrell say I was not 
anywhere about ; he knew I was gone home. He asked me what I lieard, and I told 
him I thought I heard somebody up there. He said to them that he thought I was not 
about there. I could not swear it was him, but I thought it was him ; that was when 
he was putting his horses back in the stable. I heard them when they came, and they 
had no horses,. and 1 believe they took the horses out of his stable. 
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Question. You believe that this crowd were on Cantrell's horses ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I saw the horses. I was standing at the erib, and they hitched 
them by the yard. I knew the horses, and I went to his stable to see certain if they 
were not his horses. 

Question. To see who brought them back ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were these men disir»iscd? 

Answer. No, sir, they had taken off their false faces down at his house. They made 
him get up and treat them. 

Question. IIow did you know them ; was it light ? 

Answer, Ko, sir; I could not get close enough to see them. I heard one of them ask- 
ing something about me, and he said he thought I was gone. 
Question. That was before when they marched up ? 

Answer. When Mr. CantrcU asked me about what I heard, I told him I did not know 
what it was. I told him I did not know, but they hallooed " March up " and then I 
went on. 

Question. When was it that you saw these three men? 

Answer. I do not know what date it was, but it was right smart since Christmas ; 
somewhere along about March or February. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Yon were working for Mr. Cantrell ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 
Question, Is he a farmer ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Does he own the land there f 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was hauling wood for him that day that that haiipened 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 
Question. Are you working for Mr. Cantrell yet ? 
Answer. No, sir ; the Ku-Klux got so bad I had to leave. 
Question. What was it that Cantrell said at the stable ? 

Answer. He said he thought I was gone. I believed that to be him. He said he 
thought John was not to be caught. 

Question. These three'men were the only men you saw on horses that night ? 

Ansicer. No, sir;' there w^ere several others, but I knew two of them to be on his 
horses. John Jolly and Lewis Jolly was on a mule I worked with that day, and a 
horse. 

Question. What was Gedney riding ? 

Answer. He was riding his own mule. 

Question. Did you see them getting them out of the stable ? 

Answci'. No, sir. I saw them on the mules over at our house. I saw them ride up 
and hitch. 

Question. That was the first time you saw them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, that night. 

Question. Did yon work the mule that day ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; and the horse that day, hauling. 

Question. Did you put them in the stable? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; the children did. 

Question. W^hat time of night w^as this ? 

Avixcer. Al)out nine o'clock. 

Question. And this was the last of May ? 

Answer. I expect it was about the last of February or March. • 
Question. Are you speaking of the last time they were there ? 
Ansivo'. No, sir ; the last time was about the last of May. 

Question. The first yon saw of these two Jollys they were on Cantrell's mules? 
Answer. On his mule and his horse coming up to my house, and they hallooed to my 
aunt to get out of the door. 
Question. That was about nine o^clock ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 
Question, And in March? 

Answer, I do not know. It was February or March, or somewhere there. 
Question, Was it cold weather ? 
Answer, It was i^retty cold weather. 

Questio7i. What liad you been doing with the mules that day ? 
Answer, Hauling wood. I had hauled with them myself. 
Question. What sort of a day was it ? 
Answer. A sort of drizzly day. 

Question. What did they do with the mules after they rode out ? 
Answer. They brought them back and put them in the stable. 
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Question. Did they leave the house after you saw them on the mules? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; they got ou the mules at my house and left the house. 
Qimiion, At eleven o'clock? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What time did they get back ? 

Ansiccr. About four o'clockj before day next morning. 

Question. Where "^ere you at that time ? 

Answer. Over at Mr. Cautrell's barn. The stable was adjoining the barn. 

Question. Did Mr. Cantrell go with them ? 

Answer. Ku-Kluxing ? Not that night, I do not think. 

Question. Is he a Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. He did not go that night. 

Question, Do you think he is a Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I do not believe he has been out, but he is beholding to the business. 
Question. You believe he lends his mules for it ? 
Answer. I know he is knowing to their going out. 
Question. How do you know that ? 

Ansu'er. Because I saw him catching his mules one night for them, for these men to 
ride. Him and his black man caught them. 
Question. When was that ? 
Answer. Sometime in May. 
Question. Where did they take them ? 

Answei'. They carried them to the house for the men. The men were down against 
his white house, and he carried them down for them to ride. 
Question. You saw that ? 

Ansii'ei\ I saw them catch them and carry them down there. 
Question. Who got on them ? 

Ansiver. I do not know. I did not know any of those in the crowd that night. 
Question. Were they disguised ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What time of night was it ? 

Ansicer. It was about an hour or an hour and a half in the night, I reckon. 
Question. Did_ Cantrell go with them that night ? 
Answe7\ No, sir ; he never went with them. 
Question, Did he catch the mules ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He i^retendcd that they made him. They did not strike him. 

Question. Were you close enough to see ? 

Ansicer, I was outside of the gate. They never saw me. 

Question. Who helped him ? 

Ansicer. Aust. Cantrell, a blackman that Mr. Cantrell raised. 
Question. Did he raise you ? 
Ansice)\ No, sir. 

Question, Is that black man there yet ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, At this time in March, when they rode off with the mules, did you not think 
it was curious that Cantrell let them go ? 

Answe7\ He said he did not know anything about it. I do not know whether he 
did or not. I should not sui)pose that ho knew anything about it. He was not out 
that night when they catched the mules, because they catched the mules, or what I 
took to be that, when I was standing in the door and heard that noise ; they were 
catching the mules ; that was when he asked me what I heard 

Question. They were riding up to your house then ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is your house from CantrelVs. 
Answer. I reckon nearly half a mile. 

Question. Were you at Cantrell's house when this occurred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was there when they made the fuss, and when they said, " March 
up." I started from the gate, and went the nigh way to my house, and when I got 
there, I told them I heard the Ku-Klux ovei:. yon by the old man's, and I expect they 
are coming here. 

Question. Where were the men when you were standing at the gate ? 

Ansicer. By the stable, back up there. 

Question. How far from there? 

Answer. About two hundred yards, or over that. 

Question. How could you see them at the stable? 

Answer. No, sir ; but I could hear them. 

Question. Could they see you ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, not afte/night. 

Question. Was it dark ? , 

Answer. Yes, sir. About 9 o'clock at night. 

Question, They commenced operations pretty early that night ? 
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A7isii'()\ They commenced about that time. 
Question. Where does Lewis Jolly live ? 
Answer. I believe he works at Preston Goforth's. 
Question. Where does Bill Jolly live If 

Answer. I do not know where ho goes. His mother lives close there. 
Question. Where does Gedney live? 

Answer. In North Carolina, just the other side of North Carolina line. He married a 
girl that Mr. Cautrell raised. Mr. William Jolly — I worked for him. 

Question. How near were you to the two Jollys antl Gedney when yon discovered 
them? 

Answer. They were outside of the house. I was peeping through a crack. 
Question. Was there a light ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; because I threw in a piece of pine when I went into the house 
and told the people they were comiug. 
Question. Was that your house? 
Ansice)'. My house. 

Question. What did you want a light in the house for? 

An8wei\ Because I wanted to see who they were. I would be outside. 

Question. You were not frightened ? 

Answe7\ No, sir, because I heard they were coming for me before. 

Question. Yon staid outside of the house peeping through a crack? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They were about the fire-place, one of th^m, and I saw them. 

Question. Who made the light from the pine that you threw in ? 

Answer. I put the pine in the fire, and it just kindled up. 

Question. Did you put it in after these men came up ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; while they were coming. I went the near way. I knew they were 
after my gun and things, and I went on to get them out. 

Question. You went ahead seeing that they were coming, and made a light before 
they came ? 

Ansivcr. I threw a piece of pine on, and the piue catched, and I took my gun and 
walked out. 

Question. Did you not say yon kindled the pine? 

Answer. I threw it on the fire and it catched. • 
Question. Where were the Ku-Klux then? 
Answe)'. They were coming under the hill. 
Question. How far from you then ? 

Answer. I suppose something over two hundred yards off when I went out of doors. 
Question. Were they riding ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Were they coming fast ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not very fast. 
Question. How did yon hear them ? 
Answer. I heard the horses. 

Question. You stood at the crack of the ho7ise looking in ? 

A7mve}\ I stepped off by the side of the crib when they first came. W^hen they went 
in I went up. The old woman w^as outside when they first came, and one drew a bench 
on her, and another a gun, and they followed her in, and then I went up and peeped 
irf and saw them. • • 

Question. Wlio did yon see ? 
• Answei\ I saw Lewis J oily standing close to her, with his pistol close to her fore- 
head, like he was going to shoot her. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Jerry Gedney and Bill Jolly and Lewis Jolly. 
Question. How many more came up to the house ? 
Answer. There were about nine, I suppose, of them. 
Question. Did any others go into the house ? 
Answer. Th6y all went into the house. 
Question. All were disguised ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Describe how they were disguised, and first these three men ? 
Answer. Bill Jolly had a net knitted — a head-net, over his face. 
Question. What else ? 

Ansicer. That is about all, He had his hat turned wrong side out. It was a black 
hat. Lewis Jolly had a kind of red knit cravat, or something over his head. 
Question. What else ? 

Answer. Jerry Gedney had his clothes turned wrong-side out, and a false face of 
paper. 

Question. Could you see a part of their faces ? 
Answer. Yes„sir, 
Question, What part? 
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Ansiver, They bad their months covered, and that Yras about all. They bad a little 
strip u]/ liere, and Bill Jolly bad the net only over his face. 
Question. Yon say they bad only their mouths covered ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; around this way like, and the thing over their heads that ^vay. 
Question. What were their mouths covered vf'iih ? 
Answer. Lewis Jolly^s was covered with a net. 
Question. His whole face was covered ? 

An8wei\ No, sir ; he had it sort o' round bis mouth, this way, and up cacli side of his 
face. 

Question. You saw all of bis ^^ce excei)t bis mouth? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. His eyes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You saw his nose, cheeks, and chin ? 

Answer. Well, I saw his eyes. 

Question. Had be put it on to keep the frost out ? 

Answer. I don't know. He had it to keep from being known. 

Question. You swear he bad no other disguise? 

Answer. Lewis Jolly had a cravat on. 

Question. What else had Lewis on ? 

Answer. A knit cravat. 

Answer. That was wrapped around bis mouth or tied up around bis bead? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that all the forehead, and the nose, and the cheeks were exposed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I could see uj-* along here and this part, but not bis mouth. 

Question, You saw every part of his bead except bis mouth? 

Answer. Y^es, sir ; except this part. 

Question. He bad no gown on ? 

Answer. No, sir; only his clothes. 

Question. Describe Bill Jolly. 

Answer. He had a bead-net over bis face. 

Question. How ? 

An8icei\ It seemed to be pulled over bis face and tied back of bis head. He had a 
bigb bat on. 

Question. What covered bis face ? 
Answer. His face was covered with a net. 
Question. How much of bis face ? 
Answer. All of bis face. 
Question. All? 

Answer. Yes, sir; eyes and everything. 

Question. Could you see the full expression of his face tbrougb the net ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I could see it tbrougb the net enough to know it was him. 
Question. You are certain of that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How was Gedney disguised ? 

Ansicer. He bad a false face of i)aper, and he had his clothes wrong side out. 
Question. Was bis whole face covered? 
Answer. No, sir. 
• Question. Hoav much was not covered ? 

Answer. There were places torn in the paper, so that I could see a little of his face. 
Question. You are sure these three men were Lewis Jolly, Bill- Jolly, and Jerry Gedney ? 
Answer. Yesi, sir. 

Question. After they first visited the premises, bunting for you, in March, you staid 
with Cantrell until the last of May? 
Answer. No, sir; I staid about, off and on now and then. 
Question. What were you doing now and then ? 

Answer. Just knocking about. I would come hero to the railroad, and work a week 
or two, and then go back. 

Question. Believing all the time that Cantrell was a Ku-Klux. 

Ans2ve)\ I don't believe be went out, but I believe ho was beholding to the business. 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. AVas this net one of these woolen comforters they tie around their necks in 
winter. 

Answer. No, sir ; it was one the ladies has over their beads. This cravat was a red 
woolen comforter. 
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Spaktaxbuegh, South Carolina, July 12, 1871. 
JACOB MONTGOMERY (eolored) sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Stuvexson : 
Question. How old are you ? 
J)mccr. Twenty-six last March? 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer. On Mr. Campus plantation, down in Limestone, on Thieketty. 
Question. In this county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 
Question. What do you do ? 
Answer. I'arm. 

Question. Have you ever been visited by the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. AVlien ? 

Answer. It was in April ; I think about the 1st of April. 
(>Hesfjo«. Last April ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do to you ? 

Answer. They whipped me and knocked me over the head with jiistols. 
Question. Tell all that they said and did. 

Answer. When the}' first eame I was at the party. They did not whip me at home. 
They came in and cursed, and went on. 

By Ur. Van Trump : 
Question. Were you at a party when the Ku-Klux eame ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Go on with your statement. 

Answer. They eame up and shot over the corner of the house, and hollered out ^' Close 
up" to their men, and bursted the door down and rushed in; and I jumi)ed up and 
turned my back to the fire-place, and they rushed up and poked a pistol in my face, and 
said, G — d d — n them, they are^ all here.*' He said, *^Are you scared f ' I said, No.'' 
They said they had me now. I said, It is too late now to be scared ; you can do wha^^j 
you please." They said, March them out from the light," and they marched us out 
from the light ; and one hollered to bring out a light and see how many they had. 
They other said, No, we will not have any light in the crowd." One said, "^^ Let us 
march them to the graves." They said their holes were open and they would carry them 
in the graves with them. They took us from there close to the grave-yard, and they 
whipped us and told us never to be so many niggers together in that way, or they 
would kill us. They asked me if I didn't aim to leave the land because they whipped 
me. I said, " No." They said, " If you leave, we will kill you ; but if you stick to 
him wo will stick to you." I told them I tried to be a good boy, but I would go out 
and enjoy myself sometimes. They made us run up the road, and they blew a whistle 
and went up the road. 

Question. How many were there of you ? 

Answei\ About eleven of us, they kicked and knocked about. 

Question. AVhere was this party ? ' 

Answer. At Lin a Smith's. 

Question. Near Limestone ? 

^Hsirn*. Yes, sir ; in about six or seven mile of Limestone. \ 

Question. Did you hear what was said to the other men they whipped ? 

Answer. I heard what they said to some of them ; some I didn't hear j I was so fright- 
ened. They said to one, did he recollect that he owed Mrs. Turner. He said he did. 
They said, why don't you pay your debts ? and they jumped on him then and beat him 
about right smart ; and they said to another where did he live ; and he said at lsh\ David 
Grammel's. They asked him why he had left Joseph Harris and went to David Gram- 
mel's. I can't recollect all they said, but Ihey jumped on him and beat him. 

Question. Hoav did they beat him ? 

Answer. They got hickories and a surcingle, or something, and beat him. Four or 
five whipped on a fellow at one time. 

Question. Did you hear what they said to anybody else ? 
Answ€7\ There was one fellow, Will Smith, that you tried here. 
Question. Do you mean that we have examined him ? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir. They asked him how many corn crops he would gather by going 
home. He told them he didn't aim to gather off of any one. 

Question. Did they whij) him ? ' 

Answer. They whipped him. 

Question. Ho^ many Ku-Klux were there ? 
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Ajisiver. I wasn^t certain, but they looked like twenty-. They said to ns that there 
was five hundred scattered around the woods. I don't think there was more than 
twenty in the crowd. 

Question, Were they disguised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How were they disguised ? 

A7mcer. They had on, some of them, white gowns, and some had flax linen, and some 
red calico, and some red caps, and white horns stuffed with cotton. And some had 
flannel around coon-skin caps, and faces on, and next to the caps their gowns camo 
down so that I could not see only the legs below the knees. 

Question. You could see the pants from the gown down ; the faces were covered ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, only a little hole at the eyes, not bigger than a man's finger nail. 

Question. Did you know any of them ? 

Answer. No, sir. They did not let us stay in the house any time, but marched us 
right out of doors. 

Question. Have you been troubled with them at any other time ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Have you since ? * 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. How many of you colored men were in that party ? 
Answer. Men and women ? 

Question. No, I only ask for the number of men. 

Answer. I don't know exactly how many men there were ; not more than five or six 
grown men. There were some boys. 
Question. Did they whip the boys ? 

Answer. They did whip the boys and men together. They whipped two that belonged 
on the place. 

Question. Did you take your guns there ? 

A^mcer. No; sir, we had none. They asked us if we had. That is why they knocked 
the women about to make them own that we had them ; but w^e didn't have them. 

Question. How far was that party from the battle-ground of Cowpens ? 

Ansiver. I don't know ; I had just moved up there about a couple of months. I have 
not been out none since they whipped me, and I don't know the settlement. 

Question. These Ku-IClux seemed to know you negroes, all of you, didn't they ? 

Ansiver. They came in and asked our names first. 

Question. But this fellow asked about owing Mrs. Turner ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. They seemed to know you after they knew your names ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, they seemed to know him. He lived right where they whipped 
them. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Did you stay with the man you were living with ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What were you doing there ? 
Answer. I am farming. 
, Question. On shares ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 12, 1871. 
CALEB JENKINS (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer. Up here about eleven miles, in Campobello. 
Question. How long have you lived there ? 
Answer. Two years. 

Question. Were you raised in this county ? 
Answe}\ I was raised in Orangeburgh. 

Question. Did the Ku-Klux come to where you live at any time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They came there on Saturday night, about the 1st of April. 

Question. Tell us, as briefly as you can, what they said and did. 

Ansiver. Thc^i came in on me, and the gentlemen hit at the door and called my name, 
" Caleb, open the door." I got up and said, I will open the door." As I got up he 
fired three balls, and shot three times in the house, and told me to raise a light. I 
hastened and raised a light. He asked me did I know him. I looked at him and said, 
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*^ I tlioufjlit I knew your voice, but I can't say I know you." He says, You don't 
know me, I am from Manassas." I said, " I don't know ; I never was at Manassas." 
lie says, " Kaiso a liglit. Have you any fatty bread ?" No, sir," I said, I liaven't 
any fatty bread." 

Qucsiiou. What is that ? 

Answer. Bread with lard in it. 

Question. Bread with cracklinjijs ? 

Ansircr. Yes, sir ; ho asked, " Do you know what I came for ?" I said, No, sir." Ho 
said " I came to kill you. " I said, "'Very well ; I don't know Avhat I have done." " How 
did you vote?" I said, *^ I voted the Union ticket." He said, Didn't ycm know that 
was not right?" I said, That is the way they told me Avas right." He says, '^I'll Union 
you." They told me to pull off; I had to pull off; I pulled off my shirt, and he gave 
mo about forty lashes, as near as I can tell. 

Question. With what? 

Ansiccr. With a hickory ; and then they took my gun from me. 
Question. What then? 

Ansicer. They told me to leave there in ten days or they would sacrifice my life. 
Question. Did you leave ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hero are you living now ? 
Anstc€7\ In Spartanburgh, down here. 

Question. Campobello is where you did live when this happened ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

()Hesh*o?2. Are you a meehanic? 

Answej\ No, six ; I am a cook all my days. 

Question. How old are you ? 

Answe7\ I am forty-eight years old. 

By Mr. Y^iX Trump : 
Question. You say they took your gun ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' * 
Question. Wliat sort of a gun was it ? 
Answer. A double-barreled shot gun. 
Question. Where did you get it ? 

Answer. I bought it from a neighboring man right there by me, 
Question. Did you beloug to a militia company ? 
Ansiccr. No, sir ; I never belonged to no company at all. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. Did you have a family ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I had eight children. 
Question. Did you bring them away with you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I fetched them all with me. 
Question. Did you bring your furniture ? 
Answer. No, sir ; my things are all there yet. 
Question. Why did you not bring them ? 
Answer. Because the time was out and they are there yet. 
Question. Are you afraid to go back for them? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ya^ Trump : 
Question. Could you not send for them ? 

Answer. They were so busy hauling; I tried in three or four places, but I could not 
get them to. 

Question. Are you afraid to go up there in daylight to get your furniture ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I am, to tell the fact about it. 

Question. You were pretty badly frightened, then ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they threatened me. 

Question. How far is it from here ? 

Answer. Eleven miles. 

Question. You could go up there with a wagon in daylight and back again ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; very easy. 

Question. Did anybody here persuade you not to go up there ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Have you been talking about your whipping with a good many friends 
here ? 

Ansiver. But that same night they whipped me, they whipped five or six others ; three 
families were whipped that night. 

Question. I ask if some white people here have not been talking with you about your 
whipping ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir j Mr. Twitty was askiug me about it. 
Question, Anybody else ? 

Answer, No, sir ; not that I recollect of j I never said raucli about it any way. 

Question. Is there any white person here that has talked with you except Mr. Twitty ? 

Answer, No, sir; no white person here talked with me anything about it but Mr. 
Twitty, that I recollect. 

Question. Who are you living with ? 

Answer. I am living with Mr Twitty — cooking for him. 

Question. Are you living in a house by yourself with your family ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I am just cooking for him and staying in a room up street here, 
where my children is ; he didn't want my children in the yard ; and I just cook for 
him. 

Question. Have you bought new furniture ? 

Answer. No, sir, only what the children have on their backs ; we now just lay down 
on the floor with no covering, no beds. 

Question, You brought nothing away with you ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. This was about the 1st of April, and three months ago? 
Answer. Yes, sir; it was just when we commenced planting corn; I had planted a 
small i>atch of corn before that week. 

Question. What furniture have you left up there ? 

Answer. My bedding, and all my little things in my house ; I drove my cow on with 
me. 

Question. Did you not intend to go back for the furniture ? 

Answe)\ 1 did ; I want to try to hire somebody, as soon as I can work and make a little 
to hire somebody to go out. 

Question, Is it because you have no time to leave your cooking ? 

Ansicer. Y'es, sir ; I have time ; I don't put myself so I could not have time ^ hen I 
want it. 

Question, You say you are so frightened that you don't go eleven miles for your furni- 
ture ; that's the reason you did not bring it ? 
• Answer. Yes, sir. 



Spartanburgit, South Carolina, Jiihj 12, 1S71. 
MERVIN GIVENS (colored) sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Your name in old times was Mery Moss ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but since freedom I don't go by master's name. My name now is 
Givens. 

Question, What is your age ? 
Ansicer. About forty I expect. 
Question, Where do you live ? 
Answer. With Silas Miles. 
Question, Where is that ? 

Answer. Five miles from here on the straight Columbia road. 
Question. Is it at General Bates's place ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it is on the road by Cedar Springs. 
Question, Did you not live on General Bates's place ? 
Answe7'. No, sir. 

Question, Have you been visited by the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. When ? 

Answer. About the last of April. 

Question. Tell what they said and did. 

Answer. I was asleej) when they came to my house, and did not know anything about 
them until they broke in on me. 

Question. What time of night was it ? 

Ansicer. About twelve o'clock at night. They broke in on me and frightened mo 
right smart, being asleep. They ordered • me to get up and make a light. As 
quick as I could gather my senses I bounced up and made a light, but not quick 
enough. They jumped at me and struck me with a pistol, and made a knot that you 
can see there now. By the time I made the light I catched the voice of them, and as 
soon as I could see by the light, I looked around and saw by the size of the men and 
voice so that I could judge right off who it was. By that time they jerked the case off 
the pillow and jerked it over my head and ordered me out of doors. That was all I 
saw in the house. After they carried me out of doors I saw nothing more. They 
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pulled the pillow-slip over my head and told me if I took it off they would shoot 
me. They carried me out and whipped me powerful. 
Question. With what ? 

Ausicer. With sticks and hickories. They whipped me powerful . 
Qiicsiion. How many lashes ? 

Answer. I ean't tell. I had uo knowledge at all about it. May he a hundred or two. 
Two men whipped me and both at once. 
Question. Did they say anything; to you ? 

Answer. They cursed me and told me I had voted the radical ticket, and they intended 
to beat me so I would not vote it again. 
Question. Did you know any of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I think I know them. 
Question. What were their names ? 

Answer. One was named John Thomson, and the other was John Zimmerman. Those 
are the two men I think it was. 

Question. How many were there in all ? 

Answer. I didn't see but the two. After they took mo out I was blindfolded ; but I 
eould judge from the horse tracks that there were more than two horses there. Some 
were horses and some mules. It was a wet, rainy night; they whipped me stark 
naked. I had a brown undershirfc on and they tore it clean off. 

Question. Could you not judge whether there were more than two? 

Answer. No, sir; they" would not give me time. They whirled me right around and 
told me to go when they got through whipping, andl just split right off without trying 
to see anything more. 

Question. How far did you live from General Bates's place then ? 

Ansicer. I expect it was five miles. 

Question. Did you know what the Ku-Klux had done there? 

Answer. No, sir. I didn't live in the settlement at all. I heard a heap, but I didn't 
know it. 

Question. Did you know whether the people were driven off of his place ? 
Answer. I think a good many were. • 
Question. Did you know any of them who lived there ? 

Answe)'. I used to know them in old times, but I have almost forgotten, people have 
changed about so. 

By Mr. Vax Trump : 
Question. There w^ere, then, two men who came to your house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that was all I eould see. 
Question. W^ere they disguised? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How. 

Answer. They had on some some sort of gray-looking clothes, and much the same 
* sort of thing over their face. One of them had a sort of high hat with tassel and sort 
of horns. 

Question. How far did John Thomson live from there ? 
Answer. I think it is two or three miles. 
Question. Were you acquainted with him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where? 

Ansiver. At my house. My wife did a good deal of wasliing for them both. I was 
very well acquainted with the size and their voices. They were boys I was raised with. 
John Zimmerman is a play-boy I have been with all my life. 

Question. How old is John ? 

Answer. About twenty-five years. 

Question. A married man ? 

Answer. No, sir, single.* 

Question. How old is John Thomson ? 

Answer. I don't know his age. They lived farther below. The way I got acquainted 
with him, they kept a grocery shop. 

Question. Does living below make any difference about your knowing his age ? 

Answer. I never got acquainted with him until last winter. 

Question. Can you not form an idea of his ago ? 

Answer. Ho may be the same age ; ho is a young gentleman. 

Question. Not married ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were their faces completely covered ? 
Answo'. Yes, sir ; I could not see them. 

Question. Then it is only by judging by their voices and size that you believe it wa3 
them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Did you tell anybody else it was John Thomson ? 
Ansicer. 1 have never named it. 
Question. Why? 
Answa\ I was afraid to. 
Question. Are you afraid now ? 

Answer. I am not afraid to own the truth as nigh as I can. 

Question. Is there any difference in owning to the truth on the 12th of July and on 
the 1st of April ? 

Answer. The black people have injured themselves very much by talking, and I was 
afraid. 

Question. You are not afraid now ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir ; because I hope there will bo a stop put to it. 
Question. Why do you hope so I 

Ansicer. Because I believe that gentlemen have got it in hand that is coming to do 
something for us. 

Question. Do you think we three gentlemen can stop it ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; but I think you can get some help. 
Question. Has anybody been telling you that ? 
Answer. No, sir ; nobody told me that. 

Question. You did not see any horses when Thomson and Zimmerman came up to the 
house in the night ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; but over where they whipped, I went down next morning after my 
shirt, and the horses were Hitched within about ten steps of the fence. 

Question. You thought there were more than Thomson and Zimmerman, judging by 
the horse tracks ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said some were horse and some were mule tracks ; can you tell the dif- 
ference ? 

^ Answer. Yes, sir ; I can tell the difference in the size of a horse's track and a mule's. 
' Question. Is there much difference ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. If both are shod ? 

Ajisicer, Yes, sir ; there is a great difference in the shape, and I have shod horses and 
mules, and I am very well acquainted with both kinds of feet. 

Question. Why did you not commence a i)rosecution against Thomso'n and Zimmer- 
man? 

Answer. I am like all the rest, I reckon ; I am too cowardly. 
Question. Why do you not do it now ; you are not cowardly now ? 
Answer. I shouldn't have done it now. 

Question. I am talking about bringing suit for that abuse on that night. Why do 
you not have them arrested ? 
Answer. It ought to be done. 
Question. Why do you not do it ? 

Answer. For fear they would shoot me. If I was to bring them up here and could not 
prove the thing exactly on them, and they were to get out of it, I would not expect to 
live much longer. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, Jul}/ 12, 1871. 
ELIPHAZ SMITH (colored) sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You were called Finch, were you not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I belonged to him ; but my name is Smith, 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Ansiver. At Cedar Springs. 
Question. How old are you ? 
Answer. I will be forty, I think, next June. 
Question. At whose place do you live ? 
Answer. At Widow Walker's. 
Question, What do you do ? 
Answer. Farming. 

Question. Have you been visited by the Ku-Klux ? 

A7isicei\ Ye^, sir. 

Question. When? 

Answer. I think it was in April. 

Question. What did they do ? 

Answer. Whipped me and abused me very bad. 
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Qiwstion. Tell what tliey said and did. 

Answer. They came and kiiocked at the door and hollered, ''Here is the Ku-Klux/' I 
"NN'aited; it was right heside my bed. '' Here, you woman, where is the man that owns 
this house," they hollered. I laid still and then raised up and said, " He is here." He 
baid, IStand in front of me, G— d d— n you, or I will blow your brains out. Where is 
the sheet ?" He took a sheet and put it over my head. " Take off your breeches and 
shirt,*' he said. I took them off. He said, '' Who did you vote forf I said, "For 
Scott." He says, '' I will Scott you, G— d d— n you," and he let in on me just as hard 
as he could jerk. 

(Jucstion. How many did they strike you ? 

Answer. Two at a time. 

QucsimK But how many licks ? 

Answei\ I can't tell. They disabled me so I could not feed myself for two days. 
Qiiesiion. Did they cut you ? 
Answer. O, yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see how many there were ? 

Answer. Ko, sir. I didn't see but two men ; one was right at my bed and the other at 
the door, and kept dodging backward and forward. 
Question. Did you know them ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. I can't say I knew any one person. 
Question. Did they visit anybody else the same night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; this last man that was in here just now. 
Question. The last witness, (Mervin Givens)? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Any one else? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; not near us, but they did at Glen Springs and Dr. Jones's, but that 
is seven miles off ; that was the same night. 
Question. Did you hear of the Ku-Klux being at General Bates's the same night? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard them pass up the road. 

Question. Did you hear the next morning that they had been at General Bates's ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but they were passing up and down the road every night. 
Question. How far off is that? 
Ansicer. I reckon it is six miles. 

Question. Did you know the people on his plantation? 
Anaxcer. Not much ; I just know them when I see them. 



Spartaxburgh, South Carolina, July 12, 1871. 
THOMAS M. GRAHAM sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. In what county do you reside? 
Ansicer. In York County. 

Question. How long have you resided in that county ? 
Answer. Better than two years. 
Question. Are you a native of the State ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is your occupation ? 
Answer. I am a merchant. 

Question. The general iiurposo of our committee is to ascertain the manner in which 
the laws are executed in this State, and the security of life, person, and property. 
Will you give us your information bearing on these two questions, and state the extent 
of your acquaintance in York or the adjoining counties ? 

An8}cer. As far as the execution of the law is concerned, I don't think there is any 
obstruction at all. Our sheriff has no trouble in executing any papers that come into 
his office. 

Question. Are criminals proceeded against when crimes are committed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in cases where aiSdavits are made against them. They are in all 
cases I know of. 

Question. Are affidavits generally made where crimes are committed in your county? 
Ansicer. 1 think so. There have been some cases where affidavits have not been made. 
Question. Have you anything further to say upon that branch of the general ques- 
tiou which I have put as to the execution of the laws ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I think that covers it all. 

Question. W^hat do you say as the other branch of the question, in reference to the 
security of life, person, and property in that county ? 
A7i8wer. I think a man has perfect security there, sir. 
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Question. Has there been no lawlessness in that county ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What has been its character ? 

Answer. The first violence committed there was, I think, upon Rouudtree— John 
Roundtree; he was killed some time last winter; I think in November or December, 
or along there. 

Question. In what manner? 

Ansiver. He was killed at his cf^n house by disguised parties. His wife made an 
affidavit to three men being in the party. They were arrested, tried, and i)roved them- 
selves clear — that they were not the parties. 

Question. Was it done by proving an alihi ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They were tried before Judge Thomas. There was a negro mau 
in that neighborhood at that time, a Baptist preacher, by the name of Furman \Vilson. 
He came to the coroner upon that occasion, and he acted very strangely. I think he 
laid around York probably a day before he made known what he was after, and then 
didn't go back with the coroner when the coroner went to the place. Finally he left 
there and went to Chester. 

Question. When you say these men were tried, do you mean before a jury ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QueMion. In court? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it a jury composed of whites and blacks? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Teump : 
Question. A mixed jury — of whites and blacks ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. This man, Furman, has since been arrested for that murder, and 
he is now in the Chester jail awaiting a trial. We have had no court since. We will 
have no courts, as I understand it, until 1872. 

Question. How is that ? 

Answer. On account of the act of the legislature authorizing the governor to ap- 
point jury commissioners, and these jury commissioners, as I understand, have to be 
confirmed by the senate. This appointment was made just at the heels, or winding 
up of the legislature, and they could not be confirmed. I think that is pretty much 
the case all over the State. 

Question. So that in consequence of that defect in legislation you cannot hold your 
courts until 1872 ? 

Answer. No, sir ; we cannot. 

By the Ccairman : 
Question. You say he is in jail at Chester now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he run off to Chester. This negro was born and raised in Chester. 
The solicitor talked about ordering him up to the Yorkville jail, but the sheriff begged 
him to keep him in Chester. They don't want him. 

Question. So that as far as the Roundtree case is concerned three have been tried and 
acquitted, and one is awaiting trial ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you any knowledge of the manner in which he was killed ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir ; he was shot, so his wife said. 
Question. By disguised peoi)le ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you pay enough attention to that trial to be informed of the general 
features of it? 
Answer. No, sir ; I was not at the trial. 
Question. What was Roundtree ? 

Answer. He was a negro man, and a very bad man as I understand. He was a man 
that lived on the public road ; always had liquor about him, and a crowd of negroes, 
and very frequently men were hailed by him in the road and made to tell where they 
were going to. He always kept his crowd around him, and I have heard men say they 
had to go around his place for fear of being stopped by him. But he had gone to 
Charlotte and sold some cotton, and the supposition in York is that he was murdered 
by Furman, for the money he had on hand. 

" Question. Did the evidence disclose whether they were white or black men who 
murdered him ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't think it did. 

Question. How many were there ? 

Answer. I don't know. This woman, his wife^ swore to three men that day, and 
Captain Faris wanted her to swear to two other men — ^^Villiam C. Black, and his son, 
Dr. John Black. She was about to sw^ear to them, but there was a negro man present 
who lived with Black, and woke Black up at the time this affair was going on, and he 
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told her, You need not swear to Mr. Black nor Jolin Black, because I know they were 
at homo, and I waked them up at the firiog." 
Qacstlon, Did she tell you this ? 

Answer. That is what I understood was said at the coroner's examination. 

Question. Assuming that Eoundtree had been guilty of those offenses charged, of 
imjuoperly stopping men on the highway, does your legal machinery reach such 
oliensos, or correct such evils, or punish the unlawful sale of liquor, or the improper 
arrest of lueu on the highway ? ^ 

Auswer. I have never known a case of a man being indicted in court for that. Noth- 
ing has ever been made out of it. 

Question. Go on Avith other cases. 

Mr. V^iJS^ Trujip. If you will take them all up consecutively it will save time in 
cross-examination. 

Answer. Well, sir, the next case of killing, I think, was Anderson Brown. There had 
been a good deal of burning done right in that neighborhood, within four or five miles 
of the town of York. 

By the Ciiairmax : 

Question. Can you fix the date of Roundtree's killing before you go further? 
Answer. No, sir ; I cannot. I think it was some time in December or November last, 
but I don't know exactly when. 

Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. One night, probably in January last, there were six gin-houses and barns 
and stables burned around York, within lour or five miles of the town of York, and a 
few nights afterward, this man Anderson was killed; and it is supposed he was killed' 
for these burnings. They thought probably he was interested in it. I don't know. 
That was the reason given for his being killed. 

Question. When was he killed ? 

Answer. I think it was in January. 

Question. Go on, without my calling your attention to special cases, if you know them. 

Answer. Then the next case, I think, was Jim Williams, or Williamson. He is 
known in York as Jim Kainey. He was captain of a miliiia company down at McCon- 
nellsville. He was hung. After that there was a negro shot at Dr. Barron's place. 

Question. Do you know his name ? 

Answer. His name was Fed Williams. 

Question. What time was that ? 

Answer. I thiuk that was in February. 

Question. When was Jim Williams hung ? 

Answer. About the 1st of February or last of January, or somewhere there. Jim 
Williams was huug the day that Captain Christopher come to York, whatever 
that was. This man Fed was shot, but not killed. He is alive now. Ho was shot 
through. That was done in daylight. 

By Mr. Vax Trump: 

Question. Do you mean Captain Christopher of the Federal Armv, and do you refer 
to his coming there with troops ? 

Answer. Yes; his company was the first company that came there. I think that was 
done the night that Captain Christopher got there, and I thiuk that was in February. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. I think these are all the killings I recollect of. 

Question. Is that the extent of the violence that you know of in that county ? 
Answer. There have been some whippings. 
Question. To what extent ? 

Answer. I declare I can't tell you. There have been some parties whipped, but not a 
great many. If there have been I have never heard of it. 
Question. Do you kuow any cases ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know any names ? 

Answer. No, sir. I am notVell acquainted with the negroes in York. 
Question. Have you any idea of how many they have been f 

Answer. I declare I can't say. I could not tell you. There have not been very many. 
Question. Do you mean by that to say that the number has been so few or so many 
that you do not know ? 
Answa-. No ; I don't know how many. 
Question. Have you no idea ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question Is it a subject that has received so little attention from you that you really 
don't know whether *hcre have been any or not ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir^ I know there have been some, becanse we generally hear of these 
things — hear them spoken of. I think, jn'obably, fifteen or twenty. 

Question. Do the killing of these men, Ronndtree, Anderson Brown, Jim Williams or 
AYillianison, and the shooting of Fed Williams, and the fifteen or twenty whippings 
that yon have spoken of, comprise all the acts of lawlessness by these disguised men, or 
general acts of lawlessness that have come to your knowledge'^in that county? • 

Answer. That is as far as I recollect — no j these disguised men came into the town of 
York one night. 

Question. What did they do ? 

Ansiver. They came in, I suppose, after the county treasurer. 
Question. When was that ? 

Answer. In February some time, shortly after Captain Christopher came to York. 
Question. What time in February was that ? 
Answer. I declare I can't tell you. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you say that was after the company of United States troo]ts came there ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he came there on Monday, and this party came in on Sunday night 
before the troops came in. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How many of them were there ? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Did you s^e them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Questi(fn. Were you at home that night ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I came very near running right into them, too. 
Question. From what direction did they come, do you know ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowledge about it ? 

Ansioer. No, sir, not from what direction they came. My first information was, my 
son sent for rae and my oldest son to come up the street. He was sleeping in the store. 
He heard this fuss, and thought it was a fuss between the negroes and the whites, and 
sent for me and my son John to come and bring our guns; that the row had begun. 
My son sleeinng in the store then started right down the street and got right among 
them before he knew what it w^as. I started to go, and a neighbor, Joseph Herudon, 
and my son ; my son John went ahead of us. He had got nearly to Rose's house when 
lie came across three or four of them, and found what it was, and came back. Mr. 
Herndon and I were going down to Rose's Hotel, but my son said, standing in Dr. 
Lindsey's piazza — ^he said, " You old men had better not go down there." He said 
it was the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Who was that said so ? 

A7iswer. My son that had gone down. That was the second one. When we found 
out what it was, Mr. Herndon asked me if I would not go back home and tell his 
daughters. There w^as great excitement among the ladies. He asked me if I would 
tell them what it was, and that there was no fight going on between the whites and 
blacks. I went to his house, and then to my own house, and staid there and didn't 
go up the street any more. I don't know how many there were. I have understood 
there were about twenty or twenty-five of them. 

Question. W^as it understood what their purpose was ; you say it was ascertained that 
it was not a fight between the whites and the blacks ? 

Answer, The supposition was that they came for the county treasurer. 

Question. For what purpose ? 

Ansiver. 1 suppose to hang him or kill him. 

Question. You say your son went out with his gun. AVhat time did he get back ? 
Answer. I reckon it was 12 or 1 o'clock when ho sent for me. It was not long. 
Question. Do you know whether he took any part in the proceedings while there ? 
Ansiuer. No, sir; he didn't. 

Question. Either to defend the county treasurer or assist them ? 
Answer. The county treasurer was not there. 
Question. Where was he? 
Answer. lie had gome off. 
Question. That night ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; when he heard the fuss ho slipped out of his window and got away. 
Question. Was his office ente ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the citizens there whose attention was thus called to it take any 
interest in the proceedings ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; several men went into the house. They didn't stay long theie. 
The party just broke in and found he was not there and went out ; but Dr. Crenshaw and 
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several other citizens went in to see that there was no fire set to the building or auy- 
i hing of the sort. 

Question. Then it was understood by those who were called up that these twenty 
men were there to hang the county treasurer? 
Answer. That was so supposed. 

Question. And that after he tied they had entered the treasurci-'s office? 

Answer. Yes, I understand from an old woman that was in his house that he got ap 
when they bursted the front door, and told her it was the Ku-Klux, and slid out of the 
back window. 

Question. Was any effort made by the citizens there to prevent their entering that 
ofBce or to punish them for it ? 
Answer. O, we didn't know them. 
Question. You say you knew their purpose? • 
Answer. Wo were aroused by their breaking into the house. 
Question. How many were aroused that uight ^ 
Ansice)\ I don't know. 
Question. You were up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did you live from there ? 
Ansicer. About half a mile. 
Question. You went there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I got about half way ; that was to my store. 

Question. How many people were about ? 

Anstcer. I can't tell you. 

Question. Were not quite a number aroused? 

Answer. I didn't see any myself but Mr. Hern don and my son John. 
Question. How far was your store where your son slept and which was between your 
house and the county treasurer's ? 
Ansicer. It was about half way ; about a quarter of a mile. 
Question. In what part of the town is the treasurer's office ? 
Answer. On the main street. 
Question. In the center of the town ? ^ 
Answer. No, ^ir; down toward the depot. 
Question. Is it a thickly peopled part of the town ? 

Answe)\ No, sir ; rather thinly settled district. Dr. Crenshaw lived opposite and Dr - 
Bratton near by. 

Question. Was any effort made to arrest these men ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was any reward offered by the authorities of the county? 

Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor by the governor? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor by anybody ? 

Ansicer. Nobody that I know of. 

Question. Were they permitted to rid«i out of town that same night ? 
Ansice7\ Y(is, sir ; I suppose so. , 
Question. Were they disguised? 
Ansivo'. I understood they were. 

Question. Was this attributed to Ku-Klux by the public sentiment there? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the suj)position that it was the Ku-Klux. 
Question. Is there Fueh an organization existing there ? 

Anstcer. I don't know whether there is an organization or not ; I doubt it myself. 
There is a great deal said about the Ku-Klux organization, but my own impression is 
that each neighborhood furnishes its own organization, although I dou't know. 

Question. You think there is an organization in each neighborhood ? 

Ansicer. That is, where this violence has taken place. 

Question. Then do you think there is one in the town of York ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I do not think so. 

Question. Where did these men come from ? 

Ansicer. I understood they came from the country. At least there is a miller — Mc. 
Gulp — who lives two and a half miles from York, who tends to Mr. Herndon's mill, 
and who says they passed his house. That is two and a half miles northwest of York. 

Question. What would be the motive, if this is a neighborhood organization only, for 
people to go from that part of the country into town ? What are understood to be the 
purposes of this neighborhood organization ? 

Ansicer. Well, this man Eose had put the people of that county to a good deal of 
trouble. He was looked upon as the author of all these burnings. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was that the treasurer ? 
45 t 
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Answer, Yes, sir ; the county treasurer. 

By the Chairman ; 
Question. Is there any evidence of that ? 

Answer. I don't know whether there is or not. But I know one thing, that since he 
left there we have had no fuss. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Has he left ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he run off with §12,000 of county money. 
Qiiestion. At that time ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; shortly afterward. He went into Captain Christopher's cam]i. He 
ran oiF on Sunday night, and Tuesda^^he came back to Captain Christopher's camp 
and staid there three or four, or five days ; and one night Captain Christopher's 
camp was fired into, and the sheriff was sent for and charged Rose with having done 
it ; and Captain Christopher became satisfied that Rose was the man, and told him to 
get out of his camp, and he went off that night. He dressed himself up in soldiers' 
clothes and went olf to Columbia and has never been heard of since, except in Canada. 
He is in Canada. 

By Mr. Van TRmiP : 

Question. The night when these five or six barns, stables, and gin-houses were burning 
in sight of York, tvhat occurred at Rose's hotel ? 
* Answer. Just as the fire began, Rose got up and fired thirty or forty shots. He had 
two or three Winchester rifles with him, and he got up and shot them all off. 
Question. How soon did the burnings commence ? 

Answer. Jast immediately. The firing aroused the people. Dr. Crenshaw got up. 
Question. Were the fires simultaneous ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were burning ? 

Answer. Five or six within a few miles of Yorkville, 

By the Chairman : 

Question. From whom did you get your knowledge that Rose got up and fired five or 
six shots ? 

Answer. I heard the neighborhood talk about it. 

Question. I want the names ? 

Answer. Mr. Benjamia F. Boyd. 

Question. Did he see him ? ^ 

Answer. He heard the firing. 

Question. Is that the only ojie ? 

Answer. I expect the whole neighborhood heard him. 
Question. I did not ask who heard it, but who saw him. 
Answei\ I don't know anybody who saw him. 

Question. Have you anything else than general rumor that Rose fired these shots that 
night ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. * 

By Mr. Van Troip : 
Question. That was the general opinion of YorkvUJe? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; no one staid there with him. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Were any proceedings taken against him ? If it was the general belief that 
he was guilty of so infamous a crime as to suggest or was a party to an arson of that 
character, were any proceedings taken to bring him to justice t 

Ansiver. I don't know whether there was or not. 

Question. How long was it before the raid occurred ? 

Answer. I don't know how long ; perhaps a week. 

Question. An event of that kind would fix itself in your memory ? 

Answer. I can't tell. I don't know. 

Question. When did these burnings occur ? 

Ansicer. In February. 

Question. This raid was in February ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the county treasurer's office in Rose's house ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he had kept a hotel. Rose was not there himself. His father keeps a 
house in Columbia. The family live in Columbia. 
Question. Was Rose the county treasurer ? 

Answer. Young Rose, the county treasurer, was there. He lived there. 
Question. Was it the old or young Rose that fired the shots ? 
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Answer. The young Kosc ; Edward M. Rose, comity treasurer. 

fjtufitiou. Was he living in the same building iu which the eonnt^' treasurer's office 
was kept ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. That is the place to which these men went when this thing occurred ? 
Ansuer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You give it here as your beJief that it was because Rose was charged with 
being the instigator of these burnings that this raid occurred? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir; tliat and other things together. 
Question. What other things ? 

Answer. A great many other things. Qur town was threatened to be burned and it 
was a time — the fact is he advised the negroes to bnrn the town. W^e had to keep there 
a guard for two or three weeks, and came very near getting into a collision with the 
negroes. 

Question. Now give us what you know about his advice to negroes. On that we 
should like to have your information. 

Answer. A negro man named Reuben Bowens heard him say — one night he had 
stopped in a vacant lot to attend to a call of nature, and while there this man Rose, 
with ten or fifteen negroes, came right close to where Bowens was sitting down, and 
they stopped, and Rose told them that if the Ku-Klux came to that i)lace and the 
white citizens didn't turn out to tight them they must burn the town down. 

Question. Did you get that from liowens ? 

Answer. Bowens told me that himself. ^ 
Question. \Yas that the form in which it was put, that if the Ku-Klux came to the 

town and the white citizens did not turn out to help, that then they should burn down 

tlio town ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had there been any Ku-Klux there before that ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; but these negroes had been guarding the town and picketing the road 
for two months. 

Question. In the first place you stated that he adyised the negroes to burn the town, 
and stated that unqualifiedly ? 
Answc)'. Yes, sir; Bowens told me. 

Question. But what he did say was that if the Ku-Klux came in and the white citi- 
zens did not turn out against them they ought to burn down the town ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But that is a very different statement, and as these charges are so very 
serious I would prefer to have the whole truth. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but there was another thing back of that. When last summer's 
campaign for governor was going on a number of gentlemen from Columbia were up 
there making speeches, and among others Dr. Neagle, comptroller general. He told 
the negroes iu his speech there that if the negroes were interfered with any more in 
regard to their voting, &e., if they were interfered with on the plantations, and men 
wanted to turn them oft' on account of voting the republican ticket, that they were to 
leave the country in a bed of ashes ; that matches were cheap. 

Question. What has that to do with Rose? 

Anstcer. Well, Rose was a man that was governed by these men, in a great measure* 
Question. I desire to have the connection it has in your mind with this Ku-Klux raid. 

W^hat had Dr. Neagle's remark to do with Rose? 
Aasicer. I think that Dr. Neagle and men like him were fhe cause of a great deal of 

this trouble. 

Question. Bui you bring that in as connected with the raid on the county treasurer, 
t desire to know its.connection ? 
Answer, 't hat is my reason for thinking so. 

Question. You connected what Dr. Neagle said with the raid on the county treasurer. 
What is th'e connection ? 

Answer. I think his talk probably brought about that sort of thing. 

Question, Supposing this to be all true, does the public sentiment of your town 
approve of reaching men of that class by raids of this character ? 

Answer, No, sir ; it does not. 

Question, Then why was no eflbrt made to arrest this man ? 

Answer-. There was no chance to do it. These men only stayed a short time, and not 
one-half of the citizens knew it ; but when they did find it out it was when they were 
about going or gone. 

Question, Was there not a publication made immediately after that in the newspaper 
of your town, the Yorkville Enquirer, which undertook to make light of this whole 
afiair, rather indorsing it, which article was rebuked by the Charleston or Columbia 
papers ? 

Answer. I don't know about that, but I know our editor is not a man of that sort. 
Question. Do you recognize the jiaper which I now show you as the article which 
apjjeared in the Yorkville paper ? 
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Ansvjer, Tes, sir. 

Question. There is the article from the Yorkville Enquirer as reprinted in the Coliini 
bi;3; Daily Union of Marcli 11, 1871. It contains lirst tiie letter of Rose to Lis father 
and then the editorial comments, and is as follows : 

" AID TO TIIE KU-KLUX. 

"The Columbia Phcenix publishes the following letter, addressed by E. M. Rose, the 
county treasurer, to his father in Columbia : 

" 'Dear Father : The K. K. K. made a raid on me Saturday night, but I got out of 
the way. They destroyed all of my papers, but left the tax duplicate. The troops 
arrived yesterday. I came in last night. RusseFs liquors and the record of the county 
commissioners were all destroyed. They have broken (iverythiug that they could — 
doors, &c., and took out of the safe about $1,000, it may be less, but I cannot tell yet. 
They fired about one hundred and fifty shots at me as I was running. 
" ^Your son, 

" From what we have been able to learn after careful investigation, since the above 
letter was published, we find that it contains several statements w^hieh nmst be taken 
cum grano salis. 

" The treasurer says : ^The K. K. K. made a raid . on me Saturday night, hut I got 
out of the imy. ^ This is so ; or at least he * got out of the way.' The ' raid, ' however 
was made about 1 o'clock on Monday morning. 

" * They destroyed all my papers, but left tax duplicate.' Men of credibility, sev- 
eral of them filling the highest offices in the county, examined the treasurer's oHico 
on Monday morning after the ' raid, ' and found the records and tax books of the office 
undisturbed. 

"*The troops arrived yesterday. I came in last night.' These statements, we 
doubt not, are trne. The ^troops' arrived and the treasurer was on the streets Tuesday. 

" * Russel's liquors and the records of the county commissioners were all destroyed.' 
The chairman of the board informs us that but oue paper is missing from his office, * 
and he believes he will yet find it. 

" * They have broken everything they could, doors, &c.' Less than $20 would pay 
for all the repairs necessary for the broken panels of two doors, and the fastenings or 
catches broken on some of the other doors. 

" ^And took out of the safe about $1000. It may be less, I cannot tell yet.' The latter 
clause is true; for when the letter Avas written he did not have the key from the time 
he left the building. It is supposed that three witnesses will prove that said treasurer, 
when *he got out of the way, ' in fact had all the tax money about him; and divers 
witnesses will depose to his subsequent statements that no money was missing. 

" ' They fired about one hundred shots at me as I was running.' Only about thirty 
witnesses, citizens who reside in the immediate neighborhood, can testify that but one 
— a pistol shot — was fired at a dog, Avho, by his yelping, did not get 'out of the way.' 

"We deem it due to all parties to make the above corrections which we do in an 
impartial spirit and only after thoroughly investigating the matter, and feeling con- 
vinced that our statements are based upon perfectly reliable authority." — {Yorkville 
Enquirer.) 

Did such an article as that appear in the Yorkville Enquirer ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 4 

Question. Is that the democratic paper there? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. l^hat writing shows there that this treaurer reported that they 
had stolen some four or five thousand dollars from him. And he said again that they 
had only taken about one thousand dollars. 

Question. Did the tone of that article meet the public sentiment of your tow n ? 

Ansiver. I don't know. 

Question. Did it meet yours ? 

Ansiver. Our conduct since that will show altogether different. 

Question. After reading this article do you recollect any comment upon it in the 
Columbia papers, the Pheonix or Union ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't remember much about it. I know the Yorkville editor is 
a very moderate man, and opposed to all that sort of thing. 

Question. You think this article in tho Yorkville Enquirer reflected the sentiments 
of your comnmnityon all that sort of proceedings, taking the whole article, and taking 
the statement of' the treasurer in his note, without a word of condemnation of the 
proceedings against the coimty treasurer? 

Ansiver. I think if you had' the whole article you would see a different state of 
things. 

Question. Is not that the whole of the article from the Y^orkville Enquirer ? 
Ansiver. I think not. 

Question. I would be very glad if you would furnish it ? 
Answe}\ I can't do it, but I Know he has always condemned that. 
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Question. Then I uiulerstand you to say that you do not know or helieve in the exist- 
ence of an organization of this kind in the county of York ? 
Anstcer, I don't think so. 

Quesiion. Taking the manner in which yonr county is populated and its extent, 
would it he possihle for twenty or thirty men to meet together on the spur of the 
moment and carry out a raid of that kind, unless there was an agreement on the pre- 
vious day to come together ? 

Answer. There might be something of that kind ; hut what I moan by an organiza- 
twi\ is this: When Captain Cliristopher came to York he came with the belief that 
there was a regular organized band of Ku-Klux ; that everybody was a Ku-Klux. 
He was actually scared when he came there. Tliere is no such organization as that it 
is certain. There might be to some extent a neighborhood party of boys who might 
say, We will meet to-morrow night and do so and so." I have no doubt such an 
ogauization does exist. 

Question. You say, taking the fact that that county is sparsely populated, that it would 
be not practicable for a body of thirty men to collect for these proceedings without a 
previous agreement ? 

Ansiccrf Yes, sir ; that is my opinion. 

Question. And that it only refers to neighborhoods ? 
'Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, in how many townships or neighborhoods in your county have there 
been whippings, if any? 

Ansurr. I don't know. This man Roundtree was twenty-two miles northwest of 
York ; Brown was about three miles west of York. 

Question. Was that in a different township ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. It was different from the township where Roundtree was killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Jim Williamson was about twelve or fourteen miles south on 
King's Mountain Railroad. 

Question. That was another township? 
Anstver. Yes. sir. 

Question. Where was Fed Williams shot ? 

Answer. Fed Williams was shot about three miles east of the town. 

Question. Is that still another township ? 

Answer. I don't kuovv' whether it is in York township or not. 
« Question. Then these four persons were killed at widely different places ? 
i Answer. Yes, sir; three of them were killed and one was shot. 

Question. Were the persons you heard of, as having been whipped in different town- 
ships or all in one township ? 

Ansxeer. They were scattered about. I don't know exactly where they were. 

Question. Then your idea is that this organization, whatever its character, exists 
wherever these occurrences have taken place ? 

Answer. I don't know whether it does or not; it seems so to me. I don't know to 
what extent it exists, or anything about it. 

Question. Do you know whether your son took any part that night? 

Answe)'. No, sir, he didn't. 

Question. Neither on one side or the other? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were your sons'not charged with participating and acting with the men 
who came in ? 

Answer. No, sir; there were no charges brought against him. Jim Williams was 
hung, and the coroner was sent for to come down there next morning, and when they 
got down they found Williams's companj' drawn up there, very much excited. He was 
captain of a militia company, and his lieutenant was in command, and they were 
making very heavy threats against the i)eople of the place, and the coroner got them 
to go away. When he got there they had surrounded the body of Williams — seventy 
odd of them. It was hanging on a tree. The coroner told them to go away, or ke 
would have to prosecute them ; that he did not come there for a fuss, or anything of 
the sort, but in the discharge of the duties of his office. They took the body up to 
Bratton's store and held an inquest. That day the negroes threatened to kill that 
neighborhood out that night. There wero very few white persons there. They threat- 
ened to kill from the cradle up. That evening John Brat ton and E. A. Crawford wrote 
a note to ^Major Avery to bring some men down to protect them ; that they were fear- 
ful that they were going to be killed that night ; and that all the women and children 
had gathered in one house that night and were very much alarmed. * In the afternoon 
Major Avery started off with fifteen or twenty men. 

By Mr. V.vNTiiUMr: 
Question. Is Avery an United States officer? 
Anm'cr. No, sir; a citizen; a merchant there. 
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Question. Go on? 

Answer. They went down to Bratton's house and stayed all ni^ht. This lientenaut 
came in the mean time, hearing that they were there, and told iMajor Avery he wanted 
him to take what guns they had there and deliver them up to the sheritT. There had 
been an order from General Anderson, of Columbia, to bring in the guns. Major Avery 
told him no, lie didn't come there for guns ; he only came to protect the families. 

Question. This was the colored lieutenant ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; but he insisted so strong that Major Avery took the guns — fifteen 
or twenty of them. The next morning, when Avery and hi.s party came in from Brat- 
ton's, Captain Christopher arrested them, and reported he had arrested so many Kn- 
Klux, and my son was in that party. 

Question. Was that what originated the charge ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. That charge having been made, it is due to you and your son to give you 
the opportunity to answer it. Do you know whether he has or has not had anything 
to do with that organization ? • 

Answer. No, sir, he has not. 

Question. We have been examining into this raid on the county treasurer. If you 
know of any other instances of lawlessness in your county go on and state them. 

Answer. There is no other that I recollect of. I have no notes to go by, but if you 
• will suggest any case, I will answer. 

Question. I ask, generally, for your knowledge, to give you an opportunity to state 
what you know of the condition of affairs in that county. 

Answer. The county has been very quiet since Rose left there. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where did Rose go to ? ^ 
Answer. I think he is in Canada. 

Question. Is that a well-ascertained fact that he took $12,000 of the county funds ? 
Aiisicer. Yes, sir ; Mr. McCauley, the chief clerk of the State auditor's office, told me 
that was the fact. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Are you through with your general statement ? 
Answe?'. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where was Rose originally from? 
Answer. He was born and raised in York. 

Question. Was he an active man in the management of the negroes in that county? 
Answer. Very. 

Question, Did he belong to a Loyal League then ? 
Answei\ I know he did, for he told me so ^jimself. 
Question. Was that League mostly made up of black men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were the negroes of York County at any time armed by the governor of 
the State? ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many companies ? 

Answer. I think there were four companies armed. There was one in the town, and 
this Jim Williams had his company, which was armed. 
Question. This man that was killed ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; -hanged. And there was one company at Rock Hill, and one some- 
where else up in the northern part of the county. 
Question. What was the strength of each company? 
Ansivei'. From ninety to one hundred men. 
Question. Have they their guns yet ? 
Answer. No, sir ; their guns were taken away from them. 
Question. At what time were they armed last summer ? 

Answer. They were armed in the summer some time ; I can't tell you exactly what 
time. 

Question. Was it a common impression or apprehension that these negroes were 
armed by the governor in view of the approaching State election, in which he was a 
candidate for reelection ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the notion of the people. 

Question. Is your information sufficient to say whether, immediately after the elec- 
tion, the arming of the negroes ceased ? 
Answer, I think it did. 
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Quistion. Did tlio commencement of the armin^; of the ue^^roes take place iu the 
spring of 1870, and terminate at the election of 1870, or otherwise ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir; I ttiink it was iu the spring or summer some time. 

Question. Has anything occurred in the history of the State of South Carolina since 
the war that has created more alarm or been more terrible in its effects thau this one- 
sided arming of the population of South Carolina? 

Ansicer. Nothing, sir. 

Question. Do you or do you not attribute a great deal of the trouble that has existed 
for the last year to the arming of the negro population ? 

Answer. I think, sir, that was one of the grand sources of trouble. There are other 
things, but I think that was the great source. 

Question. Do you know of any other threatened collisions between the whites and 
the blacks of your county, than you have spoken of f You say at one time they came 
very near a collision ; what do you mean by that ? 

Ansicei\ At the time these people were picketing the roads. 

Question. Black people, do you mean? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the militia. They were picketing the roads for about two mouths. 
I think this was in February. A drunken militiaman met Dr. Thomason on the street 
of Yorkville, and when Dr. Thomason said something about picketing the roads, he 
cursed Thomason and drew back his gun like he was going to put his bayonet iu him, 
and Thomason, in a very quick way, hauled up and knocked him down, and took his 
gun away from him, and the fellow jumped up and run. It was on Sunday night ; the 
negroes had preaching. lie or some one went to the church and told them that Thom- 
ason had killed this man Beatty. The negroes came up street for their guns. They 
stopped in at Rose's to get their guns and came up street, and it looked like danger. 
It looked squally ; like there was going to be a tremendous tight. I was sent for ami 
went up street. Some of us elderly men, Colonel Coward, Major Avery, -Dr. Lindsey, 
and other men, then interfered and kept a colUsion off". The next day these negroes 
were still dissatisfied, and the whites were dissatistied, and these reports kept going to 
the country, and some of the reports were that the negroes had possession of the 
town, and that the white people were afraid to come out ; and that evening a tremen- 
dous crowd of strangers gathered in there, and that night it looked like there was 
obliged to be a fight. We still used every effort to keep the i)eace, and just as the 
train came up from Columbia, at night. General Anderson came on the train, and we 
appointed a committee to go to him and talk to him. He said he had been sent up by 
Governor Scott to see about the difBculty, and if the arms should be taken in. We 
told him the arms were the cause of the trouble. Colonel Coward went back to the 
crowd and made a speech to the crowd. He was one of the committee that waited ou 
General Anderson. He quieted them down. The next morning General Anderson 
called for a meeting of the citizens. 

Question. Who was he? 

Answer, He was brigadier general of the State militia. He is now Governor Scott's 
adjutant general. He called for this committee. The committee met him and told 
him the cause of the troubles. He appeared to understand it and gave an order to the 
'captain of the company there in town 

Question. The black company ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; Captain George Adams — to bring in his guns. He made a speech 
to the negToes and told them it was foolishness to go into this sort of thing ; that the 
white people didn't want to have the fuss with them, but if they did get into a row 
that they, the negroes, would certainly get the worst of it. He told them there was 
many a man there had been under a hundred tires, and understood fighting better than 
they did. The guns were brought in and the fuss quieted down. 

Question. That was the next day ? 

Answer. Y"es, sir. 

Question. Did the negroes at the church, upon advice of this difficulty between the 
militiaman and Dr. Thomason, rush to the town with arms ? 
Answer. Their arms were at Rose's. 
Question. He kept their guns ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they get their guns ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And come out ou the street ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Their guns and ammunition were all kept there. 
Question. That was* the end of it ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you have lived at Y'ork about two years f 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you live preceding that time 1 

Ansicer. In Chester. 

Question. Is that an adjoining county ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that iiotwithstaudiug you have been liviug only two years in York you 
know it very well ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I was sent to York as United States assistant assessor. 
Question. When ? 
Answer. In 18(39? 

Question. How long did you hold the office ? 

Answe7'. I was one of the first assistant assessor^ appointed in the State, and held it 
until Mr. Baldwin, in Columbia, was appointed. 

Question. As a United States officer, in regard to the revenue did you find any diffi- 
culty in executing your duties as such ? 

Answer. I never did, sir. 

Question. You say the wife of Roundtree swore against three men, and they were ar- 
rested ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have no knowledge, not being present, of the weight, or directness, or 
conclusiveness of that testimony, or whether it was a mere suspiciou f 

Answer. 1 don't think it amounted to anything. I heard Judge Thomas talking 
about it afterward ; he said it was a mere suspicion on her part. 

Question. Is Judge Thomas the x>residing judge of that circuit ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are his politics ? 

Answer. Republican. 

Question. You say she swore at the suggestion of some person ; who ? 
Ansiver. Captain Faris. 
Question. Who was he I 

Answer. Captain of the first militia comx^any raised in York. 
Question. White or black man ? 

Answer. A white man. That was a mixed company. He was appointed to office two 
years ago. 

Question. If he was a white man in commaud of that inixed company, I suppose he 
was a republican I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A very warm one, and active ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Zealous in the cause in that county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say he suggested two other names — the white man — to this woman ? 

Ansive)'. Yes, sir ; William Black and his son. 

Question. On what ground did he do that? 

Answei\ Mr. Black thinks it was because he didn't like him. 

Question. And this colored woman, Roundtree, seemed willing to go right on with it 
after that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And there was a negro man present who was in the family of Black, aud 
corrected her because he knew they were not there, as he had awakened them when 
he heard the firing that killed Roundtree ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How large a town is Yorkville ? 

Answer. I think there are about fifteen hundred inhabitants. 

QueMion. Negroes and all I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are the proportions of the races ? 
Answer. They are pretty equally divided. 

Question. So that as to white inhabitants this is a very small place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And scattered, too, at that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hat is the relative proportion of the people, white and black, in York 
County? 

Answer. There are a few more whites than blacks, I think; I don't know. 
Question. Then j^our county officers are all rex^ublicans ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This Rose is a republican ? 
Answer. He was appointed by the governor. 

Question. What is a couuty school commissioner? We have never yet heard what it 
tvas. State what are his duties. 

Answer. His duties are to see that— jiow I don't know that I am familiar enough 
mth that thing. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question. Are they prescribed by law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Ho is to go around and see that the school-houses are built; and, 
I think, the law requires all children of a certain ago to bo sent to school. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Are there any school-houses built in Yorkville ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Any in South Carolina ? 

Ansiver, No, sir; not any. 

Question. Is he constantly engaged ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is he engaged at all ? 

Answer. Our man is a saddler, and he does not devote much of his time to his office 
as commissioner. 

Question. If a man is school commissioner, according to the present system of schools 
in South Carolina, would it interfere with his proper business at all ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. The chairman showed you a printed slip ; can you tell from its appearance 
at what time it was printed ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. There is a memorandum on the margin giving the date, March 11 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You do not know how extended the article may have been, looking at that 
slight extract which is submitted ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I don't remember at all. 

Question. It is hardly worth while to inquire of you what we all know, that editors 
take out just so much of an article of their opponents as suits their puryioses ? 
' Ansfter. Yes, sir. But I will say this much of Mr. Grist, that he is opposed to these 
outrages; he has written a great many articles condemning them in the wannest 
manner. 

The Chairman. The reason I notice it is, I understand that to be one of the best papers, 
and one that has preserved the best tone on this subject among the journals of this 
country. I notice it to show that in a paper of tiiat character the public sentiment 
was such that he introduced the article making the corrections there mentioned with- 
out condemning the whole business. If the rest of the article will rebuke that I will 
be glad to have it put in the record, but I suppose that is the whole article. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. What has been the public action and sentiment in regard to these out- 
rages ? Has it encouraged or repressed them ? Have there been any public meetings ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Describe them. 

Answer. Shortly after Colonel Merrill came to York he called upon Captain Wither- 
spoon and Dr. Bratton and Dr. Lindsey, and other leading citizens there, and had a 
conference with them, and told them he wanted them to say that he was satisfied they 
could put down all this lawlessness, and he wanted them to use all their best endeavors 
to do so. These men called a meeting forthwith. There were papers prepared con- 
demning this thing; calling upon the citizens to not countenance it ; to use every 
effort to put it down ; declaring that the thing was all wrong ; and to stand up for law 
and order. Each township had one of these papers circulated in it, and I think nearly 
every respectable man and woman of influence in every township signed it. We have 
had perfect quiet since. There has not been a case since of disturbance of any kind 
whatever. 

Question, When was this ? 

Answe7\ Shortly after Colonel Merrill came to York. I don^t know the date. But 
last Sunday night, three weeks a^o, there was a great excitement in camp. Colonel 
Merrill had the guard doubled at his stable and around his camp, and it was said he had 
six men placed around his house and distributed ammunition to his troops, and a 
garden fence let down to make a lane from his stables to the rear of the camp. Mon- 
day morning the citizens heard of it and called a meeting forthwith to know what it 
meant. I suppose twenty or thirty of the best men were requested to meet at Captain 
AVitherspoon's office. They were preparing a letter to Colonel Merrill ; but just as 
they commenced it Colonel Merrill came up to the clerk's office, close by^and a sugges- 
tion was made to send for him. He was sent for, and the chairman of the meeting told 
him what we had heard ; that we were sorry to hear it ; that we understood he was 
looking for a raid of the Ku-Klux on his camp that night. 
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Question. That was understood before your meeting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we heard that was the cause of it, and wo sent for Colonel Merrill 
and he came in. He made light of it, and sakl he had information that there was to be 
a raid made on his camp ; that he had had the information a week, and had reported 
it to his offie^r, to his headquarters ; but he went on to saythat he didn't believe there 
was any such intention, because it was only ten or twelve indiscreet young men, and 
he had their names. 

Question. Is he there in command ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he is in command of the cavalry and one infantry company there. 
He said he had the names of these young men and the evidence to convict them ; that 
he knew all about it ; that he had seen them Sunday afternoon while preaching was 
going on in his camp. Our preachers preach at his camp. 

Question. Do other citizens attend also ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He said he saw one of the young men reconnoitering the ground 
for the attack ; he said that his information regarding the Ku-Klux was perfect, and 
he knew all about it, and who they were, and the whole circumstance. He was about 
to go off, and I said to him : Colonel, you don't appear to know what we are after 
here. Some time ago you asked us, as citizens, to put a stop to this thing. We have 
pledged you our word that we will do so. We have made an effort in that direction, 
caused papers to be circulated all over the country and men to sign them to put this 
down. Now you say you have the names of twelve men who are Ku-Klax, and have 
the evidence. What we want is this: we demand that you give us the names of these 
twelve men so we can prosecute them. We will show you whether we will prosecute 
them ; whether we are earnest in this matter but he would uot do it. 

Question. Did he peremptorily decline ? 

A7iswer. He said he couiti not do it. 

Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. He said it would not do to expose his plans, &c. 
Question. Was that the end of it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has there been any attack made on his camp ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What do these companies number ? 

Ansiver. I do not know the number. There have been a good many desertions. I 
think there have beeu hfty-odd desertions in the infantry company. 

Question. Arc they not in camp regularly picketed every night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. His men didn't believe there was an attack in contemplation, 
because they go everywhere over the country. They go ten miles into the country by 
themselves, and nobody interferes with them. The people treat them right. 
• Question. Has Colonel Merrill never explained that thing since ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. He has never explained why he made that statement and refused to give 
up the names of these supposed offenders ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he never made any explanation ; he refused to give us the names. 
Question. Has he made any effort to get hold of them ? 
Answer. No, sir; not that I know of. 

Question. Can you give us an idea of the strength of these companies ? 

Answer. I think when they came there there were ninety men in each company. 

Question. How many are there now ? 

Answer. I reckon there are from seventy-five to eighty iu the whole command noAV, in 
the two companies. 

Question. Not more than that ? 

Answer. I don't think so ; but I can't tell, for I don't know. I must say that I do 
believe the people in our country are honest in this thing about stopping these dis- 
turbances. I think the good people are determined to do it if they can. They have 
no disposition or desire to encourage these things. They are opposed to it. I know if 
Colonel Merrill will furnish the names of these men he spoke of, there is no kind of 
doubt that they will be prosecuted. 

Question. If he has them he may get hold of them with his force. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he need not use his force to capture them. The sheriff can execute 
any paper in the world in York County, I believe. 

Question. Do you know of any organized system outside of this supposed Ku-Klux 
matter, for the intimidation of negroes in regard to their right to vote in York County ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; there was none. 

Question. Was the election last year peaceable or otherwise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Were all the negroes allowed to vote ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of any disturbances at the polls ? 
Answer, There was none in York. 
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Question. Did you know of any in the countj^ ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

By tlie Chairman : 

Question. I wish to ask you as to a foot connected with the signing of those papers 
circulated in your county' to get signatures, saying they would cooperate with Colonel 
Merrill in putting down outrages. 

Ansirer. Yes, sir; with the sheriif, and so on. 

Question. Is it not a fact that two copies ^yeve made, one delivered to Colonel Merrill, 
pledging the citizens to cooperate with him in putting down all these outrages and 
bring the otlenders to justice; and another for publication, in which the words were 
inserted that it was only to be applicable to cases occurring tliercafter ; and did all 
these gcntleraeu who were engaged in getting these papers not give to Major Merrill 
as the reason, that, unless it was confined to the cases occurring thereafter, you could 
not get the names of the people of the townships to them i 

Answer, I don't think so. 

Question. Do you say it is not the fact ? 

Answer. I don't think it is the fact. I think the paper which was given to Colonel 
Merrill and that which was published was the same paper. . 
Question. Who delivered the paper to Colonel Merrill f 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Were you a party to those proceedings ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but there was a committee appointed from that committee. 
Question. Give us the names of the committee. 
Answer. I can't do it. 

Question. Do you state here as a fact now, that there were not two papers, one pledg- 
ing general cooperation, and the other restricting that cooperation to cases occurring 
thereafter ? 

Answer. If there was any difference I don't know it. 

Question. That the reason for the distinction was, that they could not get signatures 
to the one that pledged general cooperation, and they had to insert that jirovisiou 
limiting it to cases occurring in the future ? 

Answer. I don't think so ; at least I never heard it before. 

Question, You say it is not the fact, so far as you know ? 

Answer. I never heard of it before. 

Question. Was the pledge given? 

Answer. It was made public. 

Question, Was the pledge which was made public confined to cases in the future, or 
did it go back and pledge a cooperation in reference to cases past I 

Ansiver. I declare I don't kilow ; it was published, but I don't know which it was. 

Question. W^as there any difficulty of that kind? 

Ansiver. None that I heard of. 

Question. Viere you on that committee? • 

Ansiver. The large committee or the sub-committeo f 

Question. The committee which was appointed to obtain signatures. 

Answer. No, sir ; they were sent to parties by the prominent individuals in each town- 
ship. For instance, in William C. Black's township, a paper was sent to him, and to 
any prominent man in the town, and I think the pajicrs were all right. 

Question. Can you give the names of the gentlemen composing that committee ; or 
were they published ? 

Answer. I don't remember whether they were published. 

Question, Can you give them to us? 

Answer. Mr. Clawson, the register in bankruptcy, and J. R. Bratton, and I think Dr. 
Lindsey, and Captain I. D. Witherspoon. 

Question. Was Mr. Briggs a member of that committee ? 

Answer. I don't remember whether he was or not. There were a good many — I don't 
remember them. 

Question. Colonel Merrill had called the peoi^le together and said his purpose was to 
operate vigorously in ascertaining whether there was such an organization, and with 
that j)urpose avowed, to operate vigorously in ascertaining whether the Ku-Klux or- 
ganization existed, he asked the coojieration of the citizens to assist him in sui)i)ressing 
it, did he ? 

Answer. Major Merrill called this meeting. There were two meetings. He first called 
a small meeting of a few, that met him at his headquarters, and he talked over all this 
Ku-Klux matter. He said that he knew who they were, aud all this sort of thing, but 
he knew the citizens could put a stop to it ; that he knew who they were, but was not 
disposed to trouble them if they would desist and have nothing more to do with it. 
Then this meeting called another meeting for W^eduesday, I think that was it. I was 
not present at that first meeting. I was at the next meeting. I recollect what was 
said at the meeting the second time. 
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Question. Was it your idea, after you became a member of the committee, that he 
proceediugs were to be coufiued entirely to supx^ressiug it iu tlie future, and that they 
had nothing to do with proceeding against anybody who had been guilty in the i)ast ? 

Amwer. I don^t know what my notions were about that, I didn't have any notions 
about that. 

Question. It was understood that Colonel MerrilFs desire was to operate vigorously 
against the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When was that meeting ? 
Answer. I can't tell you. 

Question. Was it as late as May ? j 
Answer. I don't know certain. 

Question. I find an abstract of the proceedings of that meeting in the Yorkville En- 
quirer of May 18. 
Answer. I don't know ; it was not long ago. 

Question. Then about three weeks ago he prepared, as your citizens understood, to 
receive and resist an attack of the Ku-Klux, and your citizens deemed it their duty to 
call him to account for it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they called a meeting to know what was the matter. When we 
found out what was the matter, we offered to prosecute these parties if he would give 
us the names. 

Question. What were you going to address him about ? 

Answer. We didn't know what the excitement was. 

Question. That could have been ascertained by simple inquiry. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but we had pledged ourselves to put a stop to this thing, and we 
were going to act as a whole — as a community. 

Question. Did you object to Colonel Merrill taking part in this business ? 

Answer. We sent for him when we learned he had prepared to resist an attack. 

Question. What was your purpose ? Was it to call him to account ? 

Answer. No, sir; to get the facts from him, so as to prosecute these parties. We 
wanted the evidence and the names of the parties so we could prosecute them. 

Question. You say he declined to give them ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; he never gave them to us. 

Question. Was that given as the purpose of the meeting, that you wanted names to 
prosecute ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You gave that reason to him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was the only reason for calling the meeting ? 
Answer. The only one I recollect of. 

Question. Did he give any other reason for making his preparations that evening? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether Colonel Merrill has encountered any difficulty 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Do you know whether Colonel Merrill has encountered any difficulty in 
carrying out his plans, from his apprehension and belief that his own designs, yvith 
reference to capturing men at any time, have been communicated to the Ku-Klux 
order or organization itself? 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't know that. I don't think so. 

Question. Do you know whether it was his intention that very night to send out a 
detachment with a belief that he could capture and bring in the young men who 
intended to go on a raid that night ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that was not his intention. 

Question. How do you know ? 

Answer. He said they were going to attack him, and he made his plans to gobble 
them up when they came in. 

Question. Did he tell you all about his intentions with reference to each thing he had 
done that night ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. You now feel disposed to complain of him because he did not give you the 
names ? 

Answer. We thought he ought to have given us the names. 

Question. And the tone has been of comj)laint since then, complaining against Colonel 
Merrill? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't think it is complaint. 
Question. Then why this statement ? 

Answer. The simple thing is this : I said this to show this committee that we are 
honest in this thing, and want to carry out this thing. 

Question. What has been the cause of desertion from Colonel Merrill's companies ? 
Answer. I don't know ; I think most of the desertions were before Colonel Merrill 
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came. Captain Cliristopber was very severe on tliera. Some of Colonel Merrill's men 
deserted. 

Question. Has there been any influence brought to make them desert ? 

Amiver. No, sir. The people of the neighborhood treat Colonel Merrill with great 
respect. The gentlemen call upon the colonel, and the ladies of the community visit 
the colonel and his wife. They have that sort of respect for him. 

Question. I thought your statement was a complaint against him? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 

Question. Has the treatment of the colonel been remarkably kind by the leading 
people of Yorkville ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Xo\v,in regard to your introducing this item of testimony, you did not 
volunteer it, Mr. Graham, but I asked you, and my intention was not by way of <!om- 
plaint of Colonel Merrill, but to show the disposition of the people there to ferret out 
these wrongs and violences there, in conjunction with the colonel or otherwise. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Something has been said about two sets of papers for signature and publi- 
cation. Was it or not a fact that two sets of papers were got uj) at the same time to 
be sent out to the same locality ? 

Answer. No, sir j I never heard of that before. If there were different papers they 
must have been sent to ditferent places. 

Question. There were no two sets of papers for people to sign both? 

Answer. No, sir ; not that I know of. 

Question. If there was any difference in the papers it was from some one preparing 
one paper for some locality diiierent from what some other person might have pro- 
pared for another locality 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In making your effort to stop these proceedings had you any idea in send 
ing out your papers who were the men heading them in the different townships I 
Answer. 1 had not. # 
Question. Had not the committee ? 
Answer. I don't know. I did not. 

Question. Can you give us the names of the men in the different townships to whom 
you sent th(»m ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Can you get a list of them ? 

Ansiccr. I expect Mr. Grist could give you a list of thenv He published them all in 
his paper — all the names on the different i)apers from the different towns, with the 
signatures. 

Question. But the men who were sent to get signatures, can you name them ? 
Answer. Not all of them, but I can tell some of them. 
Question. Who? 

Answer. William C. Black ; I think Colonel Cadd Jones — Cadwallader Jones, but 
known as Cadd Jones. I think Major McKenzie was one. May be Colonel Elison. 
I don't remember who all they were, but they were the most prominent men in the 
township that were sent. 

Question, Do you know whether these men, in undertaking the suppression of these 
disorders, went to men whom they believed to be connected with the organization ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know. 

Question. But you say since then these disorders have stopped? 

Ansicer. I don't think we have had any fuss since the county treasurer went away. 

Qucsfion. Was that in February? 

Ansiver. Fe))ruary or March. 

Question. There have been no disturbances since ? 

Answer. No, sir; not that 1 heard of. 

Question. Nor since these circulars ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. So that they really ceased before these circulars were issued? 
Ansicer. 1 think so; our county is just as quiet as Sunday, so far as I know. 
Question. According to the view of Colonel Merrill, did he not state to that meeting 
his firm belief that there was an organization of this kind? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he says so yet. 

By Mr. Van Trump; 
Question, But he says he knows of it ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir j he said he knew the men. 
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By the Chaipjvi an : 

Question. I see he has stated that in a published statement. " Tie mentioned incident 8 
connec'ted with each of the most recent acts of violence^ which impressed those present 
with the idea that he is kept informed as to the operations of disguised persons in this 
county. He said that he had in his j)ossession the names of a number of parties who 
had engaged in these lawless acts, and was also iu jiossession of proof amply sufficient 
to convict some of the iiersons before any impartial jury." I see that in an editorial in 
the Yorkville Enquirer of May 18, 1871. Was that at the first meeting! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That statement having been made, did you demand the proof then, at the 
very outset of the business? 

Answer. I don't know. I was not at that first meeting that Major Merrill called. 

Question, I presume that is a correct report of it, as it is printed in the Yorkville 
Enquirer ? 

Answer. I don't remember the account. I presume I saw it at the time. I know 
this much: that the parties engaged in it, I think, had the purpose to carry out what 
Major Merrill wanted. 

Question. Have you any idea of the existence either of the Invisible Circle" or any 
other secret organization to which acts of this kind can be attributed in York County ? 

Ansiver. Do I know any of them ? 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the organization itself, or any man who was a. 
member of it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any secret organization, political or otherwise, 
in that county, whose object or operation has been to commit or countenance these 
outrages ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Neither directly nor indirectly ? 
Ansiver. None. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Were the men accused by the wife of Roundtree white or black ? 
Answer. White men. % 

Question. The man named Black was the one whom somebody wanted her to accuse ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you know personally of that ? 

Answer. Nothing at all, only what I heard. I was not there. It was William C. 
Black, and the other, John Black. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What is the ch{yacter of William C. Black ? 

Answer. As respectable a man as there is in the State. He used to represent York in 
the State legislature. 

Question. An intelligent man ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. An old man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; sixty or jseventy. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 

Question. You entered into this arrangement suggested by Colonel Merrill yourselves ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you understand it — as applying to the future, or the past <md 
future ? 

Answer. I never thought of that thing. 

Question. Have you done anything to ascertain who committed those past outrages 
and bring the offenders to punishment f 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Has anybody? 

Answer. I don't know of any men having gone out to look it up ; I know I have not. 
Question. You don't know that anybody has ? 
Answei'. Nothing, except that in tl^at meeting. 

Question. How do you expect to put down future operations of this kind if you know 
nothing of their past proceedings ? 

Anstver. If we could come across them in any way, if anybody knew the fact, and 
would let us know it, we would prosecute them. * 

Question. If anybody would come to you with the evidence and names of parties, you 
would assist to prosecute ? 

Answer., Or if I found it out myself. 

Question. But you say that nobody undertook to find out ? 
Amwer. I didn't ride over the country to find them out. 
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Question. Nor did anybody else try to ? 

Answer. No, sir; wo have had do other difficulties since that meeting. 
Question. Do you intend to let all these past proceedings go ? 
Answer, The murder of Koundtree was looked into. 
Question. And failed? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you not intend to try and find out tJie perpetrators of these past pro- 
ceedings ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; if we can find out. 
Question. Are you doing anything to find that out ? 

Answer. I don't know that Ve are, any further than we would about anything else. 
Question. Suppose so many white men had Ijeen killed by negroes, would you rest in 
that county in that way? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. What do you think about it? 

Answer. If it was done in such a way that we eould not find it out, we would be 
forced to. 

Question. You do not seem to have tried to find this out ? 
Answer. I don't know whether we could try to find the other out. 
Question. Do you think you would or not ? Tell us frankly. 
Answer. I would, I know I would, in any case, white or black. 
Question. You have not in this case ? 

Answer. I have not gone about looking up things, because I would not know how to 
commence at it. 

Question. Do you understand my question ? 

Answer. I understand you to ask, ^' Have you or any other men there undertaken to 
look that thing up ?" 

Question. No; my question is, whether, if the same number and character of outrages 
had been committed by blacks on whites, and all you knew was a supposition that 
blacks had done this to whites, would you rest as quietly as you are doing now about 
this? 

Answer. I think it would be the same thing. 

Question. You think it would from your knowledge of these people ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. I understand you to say the whites were very uneasy there in town, fearing 
attacks by blacks^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What arrangement did you make to defend yourselves ? 

Answer. Wo brought our shot-guns and x^istols down, and got them ready and in order. 

Question. Was that.pretty general among the whites ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but they didn't turn out. 

Question. I did not ask who turned out; but what arrangement did you make in 
anticipation of the trouble ? 
Answer. That was all o.f the arrangement ; every man had his gun loaded. 
Question. How was t*!iat arrangement made ? 
Answer. By parties who made it themselves. 
Question. Was there not some understanding among you citizens? 
Answer. 0, yes ; after the first night there was a regular organization. 
Question. What form did it take? 
Answer. The town was guarded. 
Question. Who had charge of the guard ? 

Answer. I think Colonel Coward was at the head of affairs. He was the night Gen- 
eral Anderson came there. 

Question. Who is Colonel Coward? 

Answer. A gentlemen in charge of a school there. 

Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. He is a very respectable man. 

Question. How did he get his title ? 

Answer. He was a colonel in the confederate army. 

Question. Who was next to him in charge? 

Answer. I don't know. I think there was Colonel Coward, and Roland Thomson, and 
I forget who else— whether anybody else. 

Question. How many men do you think there were really ? 
Answe)\ I suppose thirty or forty men. 

Questidn. Did they tui'u out pretty generally that night when the raid was made on 
the treasury ? « • * 

Answer. No, sir ; that was away in the middle of the night, when everybody wa8 
asleep. 

Question. You turned out yourself T 
Answer. Yes, sir, when sent for. 
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Question, And your sons and neipjhbors did ? 
Aiisivei: Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of other citizens being on the street ? 

Aimver. No, sir ; Dr. Crenshaw, an ohl man of eighty, and Thomas Davis, next door 
Question. Did Tjien of that age turn out ? 

Ansiver. He went over to see that there was no fire about. There is a bar-room m 
the house. 

Question. Is it a hotel ? 

Answer. No, sir; it had been a hotel once. There was a bar-room, and some women 
in there, and the doctor saw a light in there, and I heard him say myself he went ovei 
to see that the fire might not roll down on the floor and set it afire. 

Question. Did anybody follow that band of Ku-Klux on that night? 

Answer. I think not. They were not in town long. I don't suppose they were in 
town after they eame out of Rose's. They just rode through town whooping and hal- 
looing. 

Question. Was any effort made to trace them ? 

Answer. No, sir. They had a mule killed. 

Question. How? 

Answer. He was shot. 

Question. Anybody shoot at them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who killed him ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Did yon never hear? 

Answer. No, sir; perhaps they shot him themselves. "I didn't see them do it. I 
heard other men say they saw him. He was killed right in the edge of town. 
Question. What did the man say who told you that ? 
Answer. Ho said he saw the dead mule. 
Question. But did not see him killed ? 
Answer. No, sir ; saw Ifim next morning. 

Question. Does nobody in your town know where these men eame from ? 
Answer. No, sir; at least I don't. I don't think anybody does. 
Question. Have you ever heard anybody say ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard anybody say who it was that did these Ku-Klux acts ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you never hear anybody say or suggest who was in control of them f 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. In this meeting of your committee did you have any talk together as to 
"who these parties were ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How did you know but what the men running the Ku-Klux were right 
there in your committee ? 

Answer. 1 don't know. They might have been for all I know. I can only speak for 
myself. 

Question. How do you know but what your whole town is undermined ? 

Answer. I don't think so. 

Question. How do you know ? 

Answer. I don't think so. 

Question. But how do you know it ? 

Answer. I think if men were engaged in that sort of business, going all night, you 
could tell it next day. 

Question. But people in town need not go out of town. They could run it without 
going out of town ? 

Answer. But that was the only time the Ku-Klux -^ ere ever in the place. 

Question. But they might have leaders in that town who run it in the county ? 

Ansiver. I don't know who the leaders were. 

Question. You have seen political parties managed in that way, by the chairman not 
going out of town much ? 
Answer. I don't know much about political parties. 
Question. Were you not a politician ? 
Answer. Not much of a one. I quit politics in 1860. 
Question. What party did you belong to in 1868 ? 
Answer. I was a Union man in 1860. 

Question. I speak of 1868 ? , * • 

Answer. In 1868 I didn't vote at all. I would not vote for the democratic nominee, 
and I would not vote for the other man. 
Question. Did you vote for President ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question, Neither way ? 
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Answer. No, ^ir. 

Question. Yon liekl a Federal office at that time ? 

Ansu'C7\ Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion. Did you vote in 1870 T 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion. How ? 

Answer. I voted the democratic ticket square. 

Question. There was no democratic ticket, was there? 

Answer. Well, the reform ticket. I voted for two nej^roes at that time. 

Question. Yon had made some progress then since 1868 1 

Answer. I dont know whether yon can call it progress or not. I voted in 1370 and 
did not in 1868. 

Question. You say that your sons do not belong to the Ku-Klnx ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Qnesiion. How do you know ? 
Answer. I know they don't. 
Question. How do yon kuow it 1 

Ansicer. One of them sleeps every night over my own room. I know he does not, 
and 1 don't think the other does. 

Question. Yon think so because he has not been out ? 
Ansicer. He has not been out. 

Question. You say they do not belong, l)ocause they have not been out at night to your 
knowledge ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they do not go out at night. 

Question. That is your reason ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have no idea that they do. 

Qnesiion. Do you think all who belong to the organization go out on raids 5 

Answer. I don't know that they do, but it strikes mo 

Question. Go on with your answer ? 

Answer. It strikes me as if a man belonging to that sort of a party would go out 
with it. 

Question. I want to know whether it is your opinion, from what you iiave heard and 
know of this organization, that all the operations consist in going out upon these raids ? 
Answer. No; 1 don't know anything .'ibout it. 

Question, ^ight there not be a great many members of the organization who control 
and direct these operations, and who yet f»lo not actually go out upon the raids ? 

Ansiver. That I do not know. TheVe might be and might not be. I don't kuow 
anything about it. 

Qnesiion. Have you ever asked your sons whether they belong to it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 1 have heard them condemn it. 

Question. Why did you ask them ? 

Ansiver. Well, talking about it. Talking about sucli outrages. 

Question. But I ask you whetlier you ever asked your sons whether they ever be- 
longed to such an organization. 

Answer. No, sir ; I never asked them that question. I never believed they belonged 
to it. 

Question. What class of men do belong to it ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. Accorcling to your belief? 

Ansiver. I don't know, sir. 

Question. What is your belief about it ? 

Answer. I don't know. I cannot tell you ,* for I know nothing about it. 
Question. Are you absolutely in the dark as to who belongs to it? 
Answer. I am. 

Question. Is it not a little curious that these things should run on there and you 
know nothing at all about it ? 

Answer. These things happen usually a good ways from us. I don't know anything 
about it. 

Question. This band came into the town ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, once ; but only a short time. 

Question. Are the leading citizens there as little informed as you are? 
Answer. I think so. I don't think any of them know anything about it. 

By Mr. Van TiiUMP ; 

Questio^i. Mr. Stevenson asked you whether there would be any difficulty, supposing 
some white men were murdered" by negroes, in bringing them to punishment. I ask 
whether a white man was not hung in this very county a short while ago for killing 
a negro ? 

Ansiver. I have understood so, * The sherift told me so. • 
46' t 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You mean in Spartaubnrgli County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The sheriff, on yesterday, told me about it. 



Spartanburgii, South Carolina, July 12, 1871. 
HUGH THOMAS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Wiiere do you reside ? 

Ansiver. Within about three-quarters of a mile of Bivinsvillc factory, on the road to 
Rutherford. 

Question. What is your occux)ation ? 
Answer. Farming, at present. 

Question. How long have yon resided in this county ? 
Answer. I was born and raised in this State. 

Question. Our purpose here is to inquire into the manner in which the laws are exe- 
cuted and the safety of person and property in this region of the State. Any informa- 
tion that you can give us bearing upon this question please state in your owm way to 
the committee. 

Anmcer. Well, sir, I know but very little about the law myself. I have always been 
a farmer, though 1 had a little difficulty with a man named Turner. 

Question. We do not care about inquiring into your private dittieulties. Our purpose 
is to ascertain now the general administration of the law in all law suits between indi- 
viduals. 

Answer. Thp law, as far as I know, has protected me as far as ever. 

Question. If you intended that as an illustration of the administration of the laws 
here I have no objection to your stating it ; but you seemed to be. about to go on as if we 
were inquiring into your business. You think the laws are executed here so as to give 
security and protect life and property 

Ansicei'. I think they are. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the extent to which person and jiroperty are 
insecure ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I have heard of a good deal of outrages being done around in the 
country, but I am not know^ing as to who it was or anything of the kind. I have heard 
of outbreaks. 

Question. Of what kind ? 

Answer. There have been men, I have heard, been whipping, you know, and such 
things as that. I have heard of it, but I only know it from hearsay. It seems to be 
peaceable and quiet around where I live } it has been since these riotous kind of doings. 

Question. You have had none in your own immediate neighborhood ? 

Anmocr. No, sir. 

Question. What is the nearest instance you have had to you ? 

Answer. I believe the nearest was not more than a mile or a mile and a half off. 
There were some negroes, it was said, some Ku-Klux went in on.^ This was on Mr. 
Hilliard Thomas's place. 

Question. Were they whipped. 

Answei\ A couple of negro men on his place were whipped there. One had been one 
of his slaves before the war, and was named Dick, I believe. 
Question. Dick Thomas? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he any other name ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I think he resides with the same man yot. 
Question. Wlio was the other one ? 

Answer. 1 don't know that I can tell. I think he belonged to some one else and was 
just living there. 

Question. Were those two men whipped? 
Answer. I heard so. 

Question. Had you any reason to believe it ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was only just hearsay. 

Question. Had you any reason to disbelieve it? 

Aimve7\ No, sir ; it was just a current thing in that neighborhood. 

Question. When was that ? 

Ansicer. Last winter some time. 

Question. You have heard of it in other jdaces ? 

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; I ha^e heard it reported in Limestone and below. 

Question. Have you ever taken interest enough to inquire whether it was true or not? 
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Avsu'cr. No, sir ; I couldn't say it was true. I uever saw a man that was whipped to 
say anythiriij^ to liim or sec anything of it. 

Question. From the extent of your inquiry and knowledge in reference to the state of 
things in this county, how many persons are yon willing to say have been whipi>ed iu 
it? 

Answer.- 1 eonldn't say positively that there was any one. 

Qiustion. Is your belief on this subject so uncertain that you are unwilling to say 
tliut anybody has been whipped in the county? 
Ansirer. I believe they have been whipped. 
(Question. ITow many ? 

Ansim\ Those two negroes, from what I couhl learn, must have been whipped ; but 
that is all that is in my neighborhood that I had any knowledge of their being whipped. 
Question. How far do you live from where Dr. Jones lives? 
Ansu-e7\ I don't know liim. 

Q^uestion. How far do you live from where General Bates lives? 
Answer. About five miles. 

Question. How far do you live from where Dr. Winsmith lives ? 
Answer. About eighteen miles. , 

Question. Then those two negroes are the only x>ersons that you kvow of being 
whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; right in our settlement. 

Question. Have you heard of no other lawless proceedin,c^s ? 

Ansiver. Not in that neighborhood, but in the county there has been a great deal of 
talk of Ku-Klux, and all this sort o* thing of Ku-Klux riding around ; and I saw it in 
the paper about them in Union. 

Question. You never saw them? 

Answer. I never saw one in my life, or if I did I never knew it. I never took any 
part in this matter ; never owned any slaves before the war, or bothered with them in 
any way. 

Question. Huxe you heard of anybody being punished in court for these proceedings? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do you know what fact you were called here to testify to ? 

Answer. There was, last winter 1 think it was, some men came to my house and 
abused us very much. They came there wanting corn. and. I didn't have any at present 
for feeding stock with, and they said they'd be damned if they didn't inteml to have it 
anyhow, and got down. He jerked a paling or two off of the gate. I was down sick 
at the time, and they came to the door and jammed against it, and said they would 
break it down if I didn't open. There was some rumor of Ku-Klux at the time, and I 
didn't know but it was them. 

Question. Was it after night ? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. At what time ? 

Answer. Between 8 and 9 t^'clock. I opened the door, and they came in, and they 
were drunk, and said, "God damn you," and drew their knives on me. I saw I was 
overpowered. There were two white men and one black man. They told me I must 
let them have it, and I did. I couldn't resist even one man when I was sick. They 
worried me half the night, and abused my family, and threatened me with the negroes 
too. 

Question, What did they say ? 

Answer. I said I didn't 'know but what you were Ku-Klux. I had heard that they 
were a band of men, and it was no use to try to resist. They said damn me, they 
would Ku-Klux me ; and one of them, Emory, said he had a hundred negroes at his 
command. 

Questio7i. Emory who ? 

Ansiver. Bird — Emory Bird. Ho lives in the Limestone. He said that he had a hun- 
dred negroes that he could fetch out, and he hallooed. 1 suppose this was to alarm me 
from drinking courage. The other said he didn't think there were so many. They 
went on that way, and I tried to get them off ; but didn't get them off until about mid- 
night. There was nobody hurt. They didn't strike anybody. 

Question. Did they get the corn ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much com ? 

Answer. I lot them have half a bushel. They had two mules. 
Question. They had stock along ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a two-horse wagon. 
Question. Is that all that occurred that night ? 

Answei\ Well, they abused mv Avife a good deal and me too, and threatened a good 
deal as other drunkcu men would. 
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Questio:t, How far does Eraory live from you ? 
Answer. Over toward Limestou-^ eight or ten miles. 
Question. Do yo^l know bia politici-; '! 

Answer. I have beard he belonged to the League party. I don't know about tliat. 
Qiiesiio7i. Who w^as the other white man ? 

Answer. Henry Turner. He lives in the neighborhood of Limestone. 
Question. What is His x^olitics? 

Answer. I don't know ; because I am not a man that knows much about these lliini;s. 
I never went into this thing much mysdf. 

Question. What are your politics; how did you vote? 

Answer. I voted the democrat ticket w^hen I voted. 

Qnestiom Was that pretty well known in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. I do not know how that was^ whether these men knew I had voted that way 
or not. 

Question. Was it known in your neighborhood f 
Answer. I think it was. 
Qnestion. What election did you attend ? 
Answer. At Bivinsville. 

Question. Were you there at the last election in your township ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. Were you there all day, or how long ? 
Answer. No, sir,* I just came here; tliis is the last i^laee. 
Question. Where did you go to vote at the last election ? 
Answer. It was here, at this j)lace. 

By the Chairman : 

Qvestion. Give us the date when this affair occurred of which you have si^oken ; what 
mouth was it ? 

Answer. I couldn't tell you to save ray life ; it was somewhere during last winter. 
Question. About what time last wiuter? 
Answer. I can't tell, for my life. 

Qnestion. You say these three men had a two-horse wagon ? 
Answer. Yes, %ir. 

Question. Had they two horses or mules in the wagon ? 
Answer. It was dark, aud I couldn't tell. 

Question. They were traveling with a two-horse wagon, and were in the wagou ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, They were going from this place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. \V^ere they drunk ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I don't know that the black man had drunk a drap. 
Question. You think the two white men were drunk and the black man was sober ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think the two white nu^n were drinking very much and the black 
man didn't drink at all. 

Question. They demanded corn and you gave them some to feed their stock ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. They used abusive language ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they take hold of anybody ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Qnestion. But they behaved in a rude manner as drunken men ? 
Anstve}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was a word said about politics? 

Answer. I don't know that there was a word said about politics that night. 
Question. When he demanded the corn and you did not give it, this mau said he had 
a hundred negroes at command ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he said he could Ku-Klux me if I didn't mind. 
Question. And the other one said, not that many ? 
Answer. Yes, sic 

Question. What did the black man say ? 

Anstver. They were cru(d to him. I was pitying him. It was cold and they wouhhi't 
let him come in at all to the lire. I wanted him to. 

Quistim. They were two drnnken men who abused him and abused you ? 
A7i8V^er. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. Why did not you have them arrested ? 

Answer. I did. I had them taken before Mr. Poiuier, and these outrages were going 
on aud it laid over, 1 don't know how long, aud was turned over to Mr. Irwiu, 
Qnestion. The trial-justice Irwin ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; it was tried and I got satisfaction. 
Question. How? 
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Answer. They found a true bill against the men. 
Question. They were tried in court? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And eonvictrd and punished ? 

Answer. Yes. six*; punished according to law. I got satisfaction. 



Spartanburgii, South Carolina, July 12, 1671. 
EGBERT M. SMITH sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Dr. Smith, are yon a meniher of the legislature of this State ? 
Answer. I have been a member of the legislature since 18GS. 
Question. You are a citizen of this county and a native of it ? 
An steer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The duty devolved upon the committee is to iiHj[uire into the efficiency with 
which the laws are executed in this State, and the security of life, person, and property 
therein. \Vhatever information you have that will be in the line of the committee's 
duties and throw light upon those incpiiries please give to ns. 

Answer. The laws, Mr. Chairman, have been tolerably well executed ; in other words, 
there has been no resistance to the execution of the laws in this jiortion of the country, 
that I had any knowledge of. The condition of the country, though, is anything but 
])leasant. As to the law protecting life and property, so far as property is concerned 
I have not heard of any violence used toward that. I have not heard of any losses 
(.'ither by incendiaries or otherwise, that is, absolute losses ; but there has been vio- 
lence in our country. 

Question. Of what character is that violence and against whom is it directed ? 

Ansiver. It would take me some time to answer that question. 

Mr. Van Trump. Answer it in full. We want the facts, whatever they are. 

Answer. Well, violence has been olfered against various parties for various reasons ; 
so I have heard ; rumor says it. I do not know positively what those reasons are, but 
rumor states that they are various. Violence by night-riders has occurred in this 
c ountry, and night-walkers also. There have been, two men, rumor tells me, murdered 
within the last twelve months. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In what part of the country? 

Answer. In the Pacolet Depot country. There was a man named Johnson killed 
about Christmas time, or during those days — either just preceding Christmas or New 
Year's ; it was some time^in the holidays. There was also a man by the name of Fowler, 
Wally Fowler, killed in the Glen Springs township. That has been more recently. I 
do not know that I can designate the month, but it was withni the last few months. 

Question. Have those two persons been killed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; by parties unknown. So the coroner's inquest stated. 
Question. Were they killed by parties in disguise, do yon know? 

Answer. I have no recollection as to Avhether the coroner's inquest made that state- 
ment or not. I am only speaking from my recollection of the coroner's report. 
Question. And general opinion? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that the extent to which violence has proceeded in the county? 

Answer. From general rmnor, th(^re has been a g<Jod deal more violence. Dr. Win- 
FRiith was shot in my country, probably in the month of March — I cannot say exactly. 
It was in court week. 

Question. Was it in Jlay? 

Ansiver. It was further back lhan May. It was during our spring court j I would 
say it was the last week in ^ilarcli or first week in April, because our court convenes 
the third Monday in March, and this was during that court, and our court held two or 
three weeks. 

Question. Is that the extent to which that class of offenses have been perpetrated ? 

Answer. No, sir; I have heard of various parties. I cannot name them, but I recol- 
lect a gentleman named John Genobles, who was reported as having been whipped in 
my township. I have seen him frequently, but I do not know that it is true ; it is only 
report. 

Question. Have these cases been so numerous as to give rise to a very disturbed and 
unsettled state of affairs in your county ? 

Ajwwer. No, sir; not necessarily. I do not think they have from my information. 
I live in a country where there is a largo element repoitedas being persecuted— in fact I 
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believe they are in the majority numerically — and Mr. Genobles, Dr. Wiusmith, and 
Wally Fowler are the only cases I have heard of in that immediate country or township. 
Question. To what element do you refer as being iiersecuted ? 

Amiver. I refer to the republican party. That is what they speak. To be plain with 
it, the statements have been that they were whipj)ed on account of their republican 
proclivities; that is common rumor. 

Qucsiion. Those three that you spoke of are the only ones that you know of in your 
immediate vicinity who have been disturbed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not know that they have been disturbed upon that ground ; 
but I answer your question generally. • 

Question. My question was without reference to the political aspect of the question at 
all, whether the cases of violence had not been such as to produce an uueasy and dis- 
turbed condition of affairs in the county s 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; there has been some uneasiness manifested by some, according to 
their declarations ; but for a fair understanding of this, I woukl state that in the 
country these things have been stated to be exclusively directed to the republicans, and 
in that view I make my statement. 

Question. Have there been any cases in which violence by disguised persons has 
been offered to any others than republicans ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; but not by disguised persons. 

Question. Has there been any organized violence of any character directed against 
any of your citizens of any party for v^hich there is no redress ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; we thought so. The commonalty of the people thought so. They 
looked upon the Union League, as it was organized in our county, and the threats ema- 
nating from it, as an organization detrimental to our interests and to the peace of the 
country. 

Question. Did that i>roceed in any instance that you know of to violence against the 
people here ? If so, state it. 

Ansiver. Violence was offered at various elections by committees reported to be from 
that organizatiou. They were members of that organization ; whether they were com- 
mittees proper I could not say. That was the common rumor. 

Question. When was that ? 

Ansiver. In 1868, at the presidential election ; and last year we had a great deal of 
that in our last general election in this State. 
Question. In this county ? 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir ; a great deal of it; there was. a general dissatisfaction of the people. 
I do not know that you would say it was a general dissatisfaction, but a general un- 
easiness, originutirig from threats that had been made by that organization. 

Question. Wore they carried out in any instance that you are aware of? If so, state 
it, for we desire the whole truth 

Answer. Yes, sir ; my 'box (or poll) is all I could si^eak definitely of, becau^ these 
are delicate statements ; in other words, I do not want to speak of rumors. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Qnesiion. That is what you are entitled to do. 

Ansiver. I would lather speak of facts first. In the box where I wr.s, some were 
threatened to be gutted if they voted democratic by a committee rei)orted to me as 
being organized for that purpose. 

By the Chairm^vn: 
Question. Were the names of the committee given to you ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; there were ten or twelve of them. I expect I could give two or 
three of the names. 

Question. Will you name them ? 

Answer. There was a man called Ralph Foster — that is the name that was given to 
me — and Moses Shaffer or Moses Strap. I don't know which name he goes by. 
They were two negroes participating. A man named Amos had the knife draw^n. I 
think it w^as Amos Miller. I asked for his name. My purpose was to prosecute them. 
They threatened violence against an old man living on my place, and he came to me; 
he wanted protection. 

By Mr. Yax Trump : 
Question. A black man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question^ Was he prevented from voting ? 

Anmv^r. No, sir ; he was threatened. He said he voted, though I did not see it cast. 
Question. Was he visited with violence afterward ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he is now dead. He died of old .age. There was a number there 
that told me they wanted to vote a certain ticket, but were intimidated. 
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Question. Colored men ? 
Anmxr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was nny procectition instituted against those parties ? 

Jnsu-cr. No, sir ; n prosecution at that time avc considered worthless. In fact it was 
very difficult to get a prosecution up at that time. The excitement ran very high in 
this country; party lines were strictly drawn, and we had no men to apply to with 
any show of success. 

0/jrs/jo«. Why not? 

Answer. We liad declarations, rumor states, and I suppose it could be proven, tVat 
IT ni;ide no difference what a man did if he had idev^titied himself with that party ; 
that Governor Scott was pledged to protect him. It was made by a trial justice below 
us. That was the general feeling of the country, that it was useless to attempt a pros- 
ecution. You seethe trial justice system of our county and State at that time, as we 
imagined, and rumor stated, and as I believe was not denied, was gotten up to carry 
out certain ends. 

Question, Was this. party feeling all on one side? 

Answer, No. sir ; party lines were very rigidly drawn, but we only occupied one side 
of the cpiestion when the judiciary' was involved. 

Question. There was high party excitement on both sides? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; unnecessarily high. 

Question. I suppose it is nothing unusual for charges of that kind to be made by par- 
ties i'l times of high party excitement? 
Answer, It is unusual for this country. 

Question. Go on with anything more that you have to state in answer to the general 
question. You were giving this first instance of violence. 

Answer. Yes, sir; andwhereinthere wasunusualfeelingonthepartof thecitizensof the 
country- in consequence of it. Well,thefact is the whole country was unpleasantly placed — 
That is, it felt that it had no tribunal before which to go for protection. We had a seit 
oi" trial justices that were a disgrace to civilization. We had some that advised stealing, 
and all kinds of characters. 

Question. Who did that? 

Answer, William H. Walker, I am told, did; I have it from several men. 

Question. la he a trial justice of this county? 

Answer. Not at this time. 

Question. Was he then ? 

kuswer. He was then. 

Question, Has he been removed ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Who removed him? 

Aniswer, I assisted. 

Question. The governor did it ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir; Governor Scott. These facts were based on that representation. 

Question, Did you find him unwilling to remove incompetent and dishonest men upon 
proper representation ? 

Anmcer, Very willing after the last legislature met, but he hooted any recommendar» 
tions from the democratic party last spring as to filling appointments. 

Question. Is that an unusual circumstance in the distribution of i)olitical appoint- 
ments, for one party to rule out the other ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; not in political appointments ; but it is unusual in this country in 
judicial appointments. We always make a test of qualification and honesty; wc haj>re 
heretofore done so. 

Question, How far back do you date that ? 

Answer, We date that back since I was a boy until recently. Then Governor Scott 
very w illingly removed These fellows, or these gentlemen— I don't Avish to be recorded 
as calling them fellows " — these men, after he had secured his election. 

Question. Is not the state of party feeling such at present that every man connected 
with the re])ublican paity is denounced by the other party as dishonest? 

Answer, O, no, sir. 

Question. And. on the other hand, is there not an exceedingly bitter state of feeling 
in the republican party against the democratic party ? 

Answer. In isolated cases it is, but not in general; we ran a republican for governor. 
We don't nu-ike a man's political principles a test of qualification ; we look upon his 
honesty and integrity ; w^e have been reared under that idea. It is not the strongest 
partisans that have been formerly getting positions, but latterly they have. 

QueMion. Is that one reason for dissatisfaction in this State, that men of the demo- 
cratic party who are competent and ho)>est are not appointed to office by a republican 
administration ? 

Ansxcei\ No, sir ; not solely that — with good recommendation. It has been generally 
throughout the State according to fitness. I have recommended several republicans 
for magistrates before the trial justice system came in, and got thcni appointed ; but 
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there was certain work to perform, and then those rccommcndationR were ruled ont, 
and they picked up men representing every phase of social station to fill those places, 
flora men who had been convicted of felony up. 

Question. Have there been any in this county convicted of felony ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Who? 

Answer. William H. Walker. 

Question. What felony ? 

Answer. Cotton-sts^aling. 

Question, Where ? In this court ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When was it ? 

Answer. In 1865 or 1S66; I will not say which. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Was thnt before he was appointed trial justice T 
Answer. Yes, sir ; before reconstruction. 

By the CnAimiAN ; 
Question. Before what tribunal was he convicted ? 
Answer. Before tlie circuit court. 
Question. It was before reconstruction ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; wo had it under the provisional government. 

Question. What attitude had Walker taken iu the war ? Was he in it on either 
side? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I saw him in the service. 
Question. On which side ? 

Ansiver. On the confederate side. I think he had a substitute in too, also. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
Question. When was he removed ? 

Ansiver. Some time in February last, I su])pose ; I cannot tell : it was during the ses- 
sien of this last legislature. We broke up, I believe, about the 7th of JNIarch.^ 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Have you anything else to state on the general condition of things ? 

Answer. Yes; but not strictly of a local character. The people of this State were 
generally disturbed or uneasy with regard to the manner in which the State govern- 
ment was administered. It was very corruptly administered ; the legislature was cor- 
rupt. That produced a considerable degree oi' uneasiness and dissatisfaction among 
the people. 

Question. Proceed and make any further statement that you wish to make as to 
whether that has atfected the security of person and proi)erty here. 

Ansiver. I think that a great deal of this violence has originated from the feeling of 
insecurity on the part of the citizens, brought about by a corrupt administration of 
the government, from the legislature dowu to county officers and trial justices. It has 
been notoriously corrupt from one end to the other. Another cause of these disturb- 
ances, I think, was the arming of one class of the citizens in this State against the 
others ; in other words, arming one class of citizens and refusing arms to the other, 
together with these threats emanating from demagogues and circulating through the 
country. That produced uneasiness, and the people felt that self-preservation was the 
first law of nature. 

Question. Do you wish to state anything further ? 

Answer. 1 do not remember just uow. I know many things, and can answer ques- 
tions as to particulars. 

Question. You have spoken of the corruption of the legislature. Wlien was that 
charge first made ? 

Aimcer. In 1868, before we had been there three weeks. 

Question. Was that confined to individuals in the legislature, or was it a general 
charge against the whole legislature ? 

Answer. At that time the whole legislature was bulked together as a corrupt body 
by a great many peofile, but sometimes there were honorable exceptions made, as pe(>- 
pfe at that time understood it to bo a republican legislature; but the objection was 
not upon its republicanism. 

Question. When the charge came down to individual members, was it confined to 
men of either party f 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; it was strictly confined, with one exception, to the republican 
party, and iu the majority of cases to carpet-baggers, unfortunately. 

Question. Give us the name of the exception, so that he may have the benefit of it. 
Who was he ? 
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Aufiwer. There was a gentiemau from Horry, elected by tlie democratic party, that 
rei>ort says was purchased. 

Quesiion. Wliat was his name ? 

Answer. His name is James Beaty. He was in the lower house. 

Qm.^tioti, That was in 1808 ? 

Ausurv. Yes, sir. He was not in the last house. 

Question. Was he in the special session ? 

Answer. No, sir ; some man resipjned or died, and he came in his place. 

Question. Tliat was the only democrat you heard charged in If^GS ? 

Aiwiver. Yes, sir ; during the session of the legislature. During the canvass it was 
charged that the members of the democratic party generally were more cheaply bought 
than the others, but no specific charge was made. This was specific and X)rovable, 
but that was gcmeral and a kind of electioneering charge. 

Question. Beaty's case, to which you referred, was si)ecific and provable ? 

Answer. So I was inlormcd. 

Question. AVho bought him ? 

Answer. My information was that Tim Hurley bought him through AYilsou Cooke, 
and refused to pay for him after they bought him. 
Question. \Yho were they ? 

Answer. Tim Hurley was a lobbyist from Charleston, and \Yilson Cooke was a mem- 
ber from Greenville. 

Quesiion. On what issue vras Beaty bought? 

Answer. I think it was whether the phosphate bill should become a law, notwith- 
standing the veto. 

Question. "Were not the persons or members interested in the phosx)hate bill mem- 
bers of the democratic party ? 
Answer. I do not know that. 

Question. Are the names of the persons interested in the phosphate bill inserted in 
the bill ars corporators ? 

Answer. I think so. I know some of them. I think George \V. Williams is one of 
them. 

Question. Is it your practice here to insert the names of interested parties in that 
manner ? 

Answa: Yes, sir j we insert the corporators generally, with the privilege of associat- 
ing others. 

Question. Have you a knowledge of who the persons were who pressed the passage 
of that bill ? 

Answer. I do not know any of them personally ; but Gcorg(; Y^". Williams, I recollect 
distinctly, was one. 
Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. A commission merchant of Charleston. 

Quesiion. I suppose you accept the common maxim that the man who offers a bribe is 
as bad as the man who accepts one ? 

Answtr. No, sir ; I do not accept it, for this reason : a man should not prostitute an offi- 
cial position, and when it is known that a man in an oDicial capacity is purchasable 
property, any man has a right to purchase him as well as anything else. 

Question. Is that your code of morals ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. As a legislator legislating for the public good ? 

Ansicer. I hold that the man v/ho purchases any gentleman acting in an official ca- 
pacity is not any more culpable than the purchaser of any other species of property, 
when he holds himself out in the market. 

Question. Is that in accordance with the penal code of South Carolina? 

Answer. I am not a lawyer — I am an illiterate man. 

Question. Yon are a graduate in medicine? 

Answer. YaSj sir. 

Question. Does your penal code in South Carolina impose a penalty only upon the 
man who takes the bribe, and not upon the man who gives it ? 

Answei: I am not prei)ared to answer, but I have taken that view. 

Question. You would not, as a legislator, imiiose any penalty upo?> a man who bribes 
a public officer ? 

Answer. No, sir; because when it is understood that a man is for sale, like a sheep, 
or anything else, any man has a right to buy him. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. You base your opinion on the fact that the legislature is known to be 
unblushiugly in the market ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Is that the general tone of feeling among the members you assocMatxi with f 
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Answer. That tliey are for sale ? 

Question. That it is no offense iu a man to buy np members ? 
Answei\ I don't know whether I over heard that question raised. 
Question. Yon have not even heard it mooted? 

Answer. No, sir ; not as to the criminality of the two parties. I maybe wrong in this 
matter. 

Question. If that is the general tone of feeling among the members, I think your 
legislature does need a great deal of reform here. Go on to 1869. Was the same charge 
of corruption made in 1H69 ? 

Armvcr. Yes, sir ; it became worse — more unblushing. 

Question. Was it then contined to members of either political party ? 

AnswG)\ The phosphate bill is, I think, of 1869. There was no charge in 186S, except 
charges implicating the republican party. It is only in this phosphate bill that a 
democrat was imjdicated ; it was the legislature elected in 1868, and meeting in 1869. 
I think the phosphate bill was passed in 1868. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 

Question. It was approved February 25, 1869. 

Aiiswei'. Yes, sir ; that is it. It passed on to the session of 1870. 

By the Chaibman : 

Question. Did the same general charge of corruption prevail against the legislature ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the last legislature. 
Question. You had one in 1871 ? 

Answer. That was the same legislature going into the other. The other was 1863-'69. 
Question. Now I inquire as to 1870-71. When does your session commence ? 
Answer. In November, on the fourth Tuesday. 

Question. That act being approved in Febmary, 1869, of course it was passed in 
18G9 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Come down to 1869-70. Did the same charge prevail then as to the first 
session of the present legislature f 
Answer. That was 1870-71. 

Question. I asked when did the first charge begin, and you stated it referred to the 
legislators of 1863. 

Answer. Yes, sir; but the first charge against any member of the democratic party 
was made on the i)assage of the phosphate bill. 
Question. That was in February, 1869 ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now go on to 1869-70. W^ere the same general charges of corruption made 
against that legislature ? 

Answer. I think that was the time the phosphate bill was passed. 

Question. Well, the next winter were the same charges made against members? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; ever since I have been there there have been charges against mem- 
bers of the legislature. 

Question. In that legislature were the charges confined to men of either political 
party ? 

Answer. I do not remember any special act that was passed. 

Question. I si)eak generally, and ask you, as you say it was a matter of general 
notoriety. 

By Mr. Stevenson. 

Question. Will you look at the act which I submit to you and state if that is the one 
referred to ? 

Ansicer. That is not the act to which I referred. This is not the act which was vetoed 
by the governor. 

By the Chairman. 
Question. W^as it at the next session that the act was vetoed ? 
Ansum\ Yes, sir ; „this is 1869-70. 

Qitestion. Then it is in reference to 1869-70 that you say no member of the demo- 
cratic party was charged with corruption except Beaty ? * 
Ansicer. I never heard ot any. 

Question. In 1870-71 were the same general charges continued against the legisla- 
ture ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Que8iio7i. Was that confined to members of either party, or did it extend to both 
political parties ? 

Ansicer. I do not think I have ever seen in any public print that the democratic 
party was charged with ;my corruption in the last legislature; but there was an uuder- 
current there against some senators of the democratic party. 
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Qaesiion. AVbat do you mean by tliat ? 

Answer. I mean by an under-current that it never came to the public i^rints. 
Question. Do you mean there was a charge current there ? 

Answer. No, sir; but I heard it ; it was an imder-current. I heard the intimation. It 
was ui)on this Greenville consolidation bill. 
(Jue.stion. It was against whom ? 
Answer. Against a democratic senator. 
QnesUon. lk)W many ? 
Answer. Only one. 

(Jnestion. You say iu the campaign of 1870-71 the charge was general ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that it assumed the form there that the democratic members sold at 
Lower prices than the republicans ? 
Answer. I'es, sir. 

By Mr. Van Troip. 

Qiu!8tion. Did you state that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I said that was the campaign statement. It was my statement that 
in the campaign argument in the iiublic prints the republicans stated that the dem- 
ocratic members of the legislature could be cheaper bought than anybody else ; but 
when they were brought to the specitic charge they could not prove anything exceist 
Beaty. 

By the Chairma^^ : 

Question. That was the form of it — one charging the other party, the whole mass of 
them ? 

Answer. Y^es, sir ; but only fn the papers ; no specific charges at all except against 
Beaty. 

Question. Was there not what in common acceptation is called a ring formed and 
named the " Forty Thieves ?" 
Answer. Y"es, sir, there was ; so report said. 

Question. Have you sufficient knowledge of the members of the legislature to say 
who where charged with composing that ring of " Forty Thieves f ' 
Anmver. I know what the papers stated. • ^ 

Question. I would like you to give it. 

Answer. I could not give the forty names. I remember O'Counell and Eush as iden- 
tilied with it. I saw them in the public prints. 

Question. Were there no members of the democratic party in public estimation charged 
with being members of that ring ? 

Auiywer. I never heard of it, sir. 

Question. In any form? 

^Lnswer. No, sir. 1 don't know the actual existence of that ring, only the general 
charge. 

QucMion. We all know how readily those charges are made by both political parties. 
Anmver. I have heard the charge made against them directly on the iioor of the house 
by members of their own party, and not refuted. 
Question. Heard who charged ? 

Answer. The Forty Thieves'^ charged with being a corrupt body, and certain men 
charged with being members of the " Forty Thieves." It was by R. C. l)e Large. 
Question. Was that ring composed of democrats and republicans '? 
Answer. 1 never heard that. 

Question. Do I understand you as saying that this coiTUption in the legislature is one 
reason for these acts of violence that have been occurring in this i^art of the State ? 

Answer. I would not say it is a direct reason ; bjut that in connection with others it 
produces an uneasiness on the part of the people. 

Question. By what class of men do you think these acts of violence are committed ; 
who are those night-riders and night-walkers, as you call them ? 

Ansiver. I think they would embrace all classes. 

Question. Do you mean the respectable ? 

Answer. I would imagini^ so. I have no data by which to judge, but I would sup- 
pose that in a thing that I imagine is fcrmidable there would be some respectable 
men. My opinion is that there are organizations in this State of considerable extent. 

Question, And that they embrace both the low lawless men of bad character and re- 
spectable men f 

Ansicer. Y'es, sir ; I think both races and bot>. political parties. 
Question. In these secret organizations 1 
Anstccr. Yen, sir. 

Question. I call your attention particularly to those who go in disguise at night. Do 
you believe they embrace men of respectable standing and character f 

Anstcer. 1 could not say that they do or do not, but my impression is that there are. 
some Mho claim to be resj)ectable in tb:it class. 
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Question. To bring the matter more to a point, do yon "believe that this organization, 
commonly known as Ku-Klux, embraces men of all characters and of both races? 
Answer. I do, sir. 

Quesiion. What is the ground of your belief when you say that the colored race is in 
the Ku-Klux organization ? 

Answer. In speaking of the Ku-Klux organizations my opinion is that there are dif- 
ferent grades or divisions of it. I think there are some Kn-Klux who arc strictly com- 
posed of democratic members. I do not think there are any but democrats in' them. 
That is an opinion only. 1 think there are other organizations that are mixed, and I 
think there are some that are absolutely republicam-j and composed chiefly of negroes. 

Question. Having that belief, what is the design, in your estimation, of that class of 
the Ku-Klux organization which is composed entirely of democratic members? 

Answer. Those th.at are composed of democrats, if any are exclusively of that kind, 
are the class that see the laws are x:)owerless, as administered, to secure persons or prop- 
erty, and they have had to resort to this measure to prevent stealing and incendiarism, 
tfcc, and I think that is as far as that class gO(is. 

Quesiion. To which class belong those who are engaged in the whipping of negroes? 

Answer. I think that is composed of what might be called a kind of clandestine or- 
ganization, embracing all races and politics, and that that is to avenge private injuries 
and wrongs, either imaginary or real. 

Question. Then there are three classes of Ku-Klux, according to your notion ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; as I would style Ku-Kkix. 

Question. Having asked you the design of these Ku-Klux organizations composed ex- 
clusively of democrats, what is the design of those composed of republicans and chiefly 
of negroes ? 

Ansiver. I suppose that as to that third class, for I thin^t I have answered as to two 
classes, and that is the third class, if I would so classify them— that is only an infer- 
ence of mine, however — that they hav^. various views, vsirious ideas to carry out. In 
my opinion they are led on by a set of fellows— in our country we characterize them 
as demagogues — who do not care what occurs so they live, ancl are willing to produce 
commotion and turbulence, anything, to 1 cep soldiers here. We have a great deal of 
those, in ray ox)inion. 

Quesiion. Having given thbse three classes, as you state them, have you any knowl- 
edge of any class in which any considerable number of negroes have gone disguised 
and committed any outrages ? 

Ansiver, I have not any definite knowledge of any parties going ; only rumor; I only 
base this upon rumor. 

Quesiion. Have you any information, such as you would give credit to, of any consid- 
erable body of negroes who have gone in disguise? 

Ansiver. Common rumor states that they pass through my country. 

Quesiion. What wrong did they commit ? 

Answer. W'hippings. 

Question. Whom did they whip ? 

Ansiver. They generally whipped negroes. I don't know that I heard of their whip- 
ping white men except once. Rumor says that Mrs. Genobles says that half of the 
party who whipped her husband were negroes. 

Question. Do you believe that ? 

Answei\ I am not able to say. I would not give an opinion upon that. 
Question. What other cases ? 

Answer. There was some whipping done in Glen Springs Township, near David Har 
ris's, recently, at the house of Patrick Tanner. 
Question. How recently? 

Ansivei\ I think it was only about a week or two weeks ago last Monday. All I 
heard of it was the fact that the thing occurred, and occurred about an hour after his 
return home from an absence of some time, and was sui)posed to have been perpetrated 
by some personal enemies of his who followed him up. 

Question. Were they negroes ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; that was the report. 

Question. Do you know John Thompson, jr. ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I know a John Thompson in my country. 

Question. Is he a negro ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. If the man \\])on whom that outrage was committed swears that John 
Thompson, jr., was one of the men who committed it upon him, would you still think 
it was done by negroes ? 

Answer. No, sir ; because I stated it only from rumor. 

Question. The rumor is that was one of the cases in which negroes did the whipping? 
Ansirei\ Yes, sir; and the rumor connected with the same statement I first heard 
about the r,ffair. 
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Question. From whom did you get the rumor that negroes whipped tne man at Pat- 
rick T'linier's f 

Answer. 1 do not know that I could state. It was talked about. 
Question. It is very recent ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir; and there are many such affairs. I can^t charge my mind. I don't 
know that 1 can tell who told mi; lirst. 

Queston. Do yon believe they are colored men? 

Ansirer. I coiihl not give an opinion. To say I believe he was whipped at all wouW 
be stretching the thing. 

Question. Have there been any other instances in which colored men have been out 
in disguise, w^hi[)ping? 

Ansirer. Not in that section of country, or any other, except in newsi>aper reportvS, 
where negroes have committed outrages in other counties. 

Question. Now take the other class. If thirty or forty negroes were all to testify that 
they had been whipped, and that the persons whipping them told them at the time that 
they did so in order to compel them to abandon their political party and vote with the 
democratic i)art3% or a similar statement, would you still adhere to the idea that this 
exclusively democratic Ku-Kiux organization did nothing but i)rotect their own lives 
and property ? 

Answer. In a case of that kind I have to merely give au opinion, I would not think 
it at all strange, thongh I don't understand the question direct. 

Question. My question is this: you stated that yon believed the purpose of this ex 
clnsively democratic organization was to protect their own property and lives. If 
thirty or forty negroes were to testify that they had been whipi)ed by organized bands 
of men in disguise, who told them at the time that they did it because they voted the 
radical ticket, and required them to vote the democratic ticket in future, would you 
still adhere to the opinion that the purpose of the exclusively democratic organization 
was to protect life and property ? 

Answer. I can understand very readily why either of these two latter classes would 
resort to that means. They would wreak out their i)ersonal vengeance for imaginary 
damage under the guise of politics. I can see that readily. I don't think any party 
that lias ever whipped any one in this country, simply because they were stealing or 
burning, told them it was for x^olitics. 

Question. Does this third class, which you think is to wreak private vengeance and is 
composed of both parties, make a guise of politics to cover the w^hii)ping f 

Answer. Yes, sir; anything to cover the whipping, and I will give you ujyreason. It 
is this: I imagine that there are men in the Ku-Klux organization w^ho are still dem- 
ocrats, who have more sense than to go about whipping the inoffensive, ignorant 
negroes who have no political opinions whatever. 

Question. Having given us your theory, if it is true, would not democrats and repub- 
licans alike be visited and whipped by this organization ? 

Aiiswcr. Certainly, for stealing or anything of the sort. 

Question. You are a member of the legislature and acqitainted wnth the people of 
this county, in which it is alleged that there has been a great deal of whipping; will 
you give us the name of any and every democrat you have ever heard of as having 
been visited by this organization and whipped in this county ? 

Answer. I have never heard of many being visited anywhere, democrat or republican, 
only a few in my immediate country. 

Question. Is there a single democrat in this county who has been visited and whipped 
by any of this organization ? 

Answer. I do not know that I recollect any. 

Question. Or punished in any way? 

Answer. 1 do not know that I could cite any special case. 
Question. Can you give a single name? 

Answer. I could give the names of some who had been threatened, &c., and notices 
left, but I do not know that I could give the name of any who have been whipped ; I 
don't think I can. 

Question. You have mentioned several names that have been visited — Dr. Winsmith 
is one. 

Anstver. As tx) his politics I do not know what it is. 

Question. Did you understand that that visit had any connection with politics at all ? 

Answer. I thiuk not, sir; that was the impression in that country, that politics had 
nothing to do with it. 

Question. Did you not learn that they had made the declaration there to his wife that 
if he was not a republican he ought to publish it in " the Spartan" here? 

Answer. I never heard of that. I heard that they made a statement to her that they 
did not come there to shoot him, and would not have done it had he not shot at them ; 
thart their business was to look for arms. 

Question. Yon did not hear the other x)art of it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
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Question, It was understood that the doctor had openly acted as independent man 
and voted for Scott ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; hut as to thero heing any change i>i his political principles, I donht 
very materially whether there was. 

Question. You had heard of General Bates's house heing visited ? 
An8wa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Is lie a repuhlican or a democrat ? 
Answer, He has always told me he was a democrat. 
Question. Has he acted with the democratic party recently ? 

An'^tcer. He has told me that he supported me, and I am one of the unwashed demo- 
crats in this county. 

Question. But he is an independent man, who voted for either side ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And independent enough to have voted for the republicans at that time ? 
Aymcer. I thiuk he voted for Governor Scott at the last election, hut I think he sup- 
ported me too ; he told me so. 

Question. Do you set him down as a republican or democrat ? 

Ansicer. I should put him down as a democrat, as I understand democracy. 

Question. But one who voted for Scott? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; numbers of others voted for Scott who were democrats. 
. Question. In the «ises of the negroes who have been visited and Avhipped, were they 
democrats or republicans generally? 

Answer. I think they belonged to the republican party, because you may set down 
the negroes, ninety-nine out of a hundred, as republicans. 

Question. And it is against them principally that these whippings h^ve been directed ? 

Answer. I think so. So far as my information has gone it is principally against them, 
and that is why I stated it is not politics. It has generally been characters who 
wielded no influence in politics whatever, and my information has been that they have 
been characters, with one or two exceptions, who were troublesome in the community. 

Question. Have you known any white men who have been called upon, and required, 
under pain of future visit or death, to renounce their principles and publish that in 
the newspapers ? 

Answer. Report states that they visited a man named Houston Foster, hut did not 
whip him, but made him dance ; but I don't think he ever renounced his principles, 
lie was always a democrat. He stated that he was a democrat, and they doubted him, 
I suppose. 

Question. Were there others in the same neighborhood — a Mr. Henley ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have been told that Mr. Henley has been whipped. 

Question. Is he a decent man ? 

Answer. I know him when I see him, that is all. 

Question. Do you know anything against him ? 

Atmver. No, sir. 

Question. Has he a good reputation in that neighborhood? 

By Mr. Van TrUxMp : 
Question. Do you know anything about him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you still think these organizations have nothing of politics in them ? 

Answer. I do not see wherein it is. I would say that if there is anything political 
in them, those are very ignorant men that do not know how to strike to make it i)ay 
politically. 

Question. They make mistakes sometimes? 

Answer. I would say it is a mistake from one end to the other, if it is political. 

Question. You have stated that, in one portion of it, or its history, you thought there 
were men of character and standing in it? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there are men of character and standing in the democratic 
party I think identified with the Ku-Klux, hut my opinion is that they never meddled 
with any men except those whom the law could not reach, and who committed depre- 
dations on persons and property. 

Questim. What is the information upon which you make up this opinion as to the 
three classes ? 

Answer. Just general observation. I have generally been considered a conservative 
man in this country, and have tried to keep the county peaceable, and advised against 
all violence from every source, and have investigated as thoroughly as I could. I was 
not ofiQcially authorized to do these things, but I got up all the evidences I could, and 
summed them together, a,nd this statement of mine is the conclusiou I have come to. 

Question. It has been a silent investigation ; you have not taken auy active meas- 
nres ? 
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Answer. Xo, sir; odIj- I have inquired of all parties — difierent political parties and 
races whom I would'suppose directly interested in these OTitrages. Wbere their friends 
and families have been outraged, I have asked them and their friends for a full an<l 
ea! did statement of the causes that they thought brought these things about, and I 
have come to this conclusion. 

Question. Whose families have you visited in making tliese inquiries 1 

Answer. I have asked in regard to that man White being whipped — Samuel F. Wliite. 
Tlie report in that country was tliat he was whipped. I asked his brother-in-law what 
could be the cause. He stated that his brother-in-law had several i)ersonal enemies. 
He tried to deny his being whipped at all. 

Question. His brother-in-law denied it? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he stated that >Sanmel F. White denied it, and James W. '^^^lite, 
his nephew, also denied it. He told me. 

Question. Did you take that as fho evideuce of his not having been whipped, or of 
his fear to disclose it? 

Answer. I do not think Samuel F. White is the man to fear. 

Question. Suppose he had testified here that he had been whipped ? 

Answer. I have not heard it. If he should sw^ear absolutely that he had been 
whipped, I would take his testimony ; but he is a man of very good sense, and it would 
seem strange that he should swear to a statement here different from his statement iu 
the country. 

Question, Have yon not heard that the victims of these outrages are afraid to disclose 
the names of the perpetrators ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard that ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; because there were several public meetings held in my country and 
I talked to them and advised them. Mr. Stevenson spoke to me about that meeting 
the other day. I advised them if they knew any man in any organization to report 
him to me and I would see him duly prosecuted ; and I heard nothing like fear. They 
told me they would do so. 

Question. Was anybody- reported ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. That is a section where very little has been done, and I do not sup- 
pose they knew much about it. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 

Questi/m. The chairman asks you if thirty or forty negroes should swear, as witnesses, 
that they had been visited by disguised men, and that^those disguised men told them 
they were whipped because they voted the radical ticket, you would not have a differ- 
ent opinion. I ask you, would not that depend upon the manner and circumstances 
and the character of those negroes themselves testifying, and upon your being present 
to see them and observe their testimony as given ? 

Answer. Entirely so, sir. 

Question, The chairman assumes that thirty or forty of these negroes have so stated. 
To correct whatever impression that assumption may have on the record, I will assume 
that there was not more than half that number that so stated. 

The CHAiiniAN. The record will settle that. 

By llr. Van Trump : 

Qvestion. Suppose that these negro witnesses in the cross-examination were absolutely 
convicted of falsehood, would not that affect your mind ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Que^ti/)n. And some perhaps having so very simple a tale, with very few^ facts about 
it, that you could not catch them, you would have to take their testimony according 
to the manner of delivery, the evident intelligence of the negro, and your idea of his 
honesty. Al\ these things would have to come before you to enable you to say whether 
you would change your mind upon any given proposition in regard to it ? 

Answer^ Yes, sir ; certainly. 

Question. You were asked if Patrick Tanner had sworn that John Thompson, his son- 
in-law, was one of the party in disguise; would you think the party were negroes? 
If he had a full mask over his face, and if it were the fact that the witness must have 
observed as far as he did, in all the trepidation and fear and all the surrounding circum- 
stJiiM^es of that visit, would not your belief, as to whether Thompson was or was not 
present in that party who did the whipping, depend very largely on your conviction 
as to the truth of what the witness said? 

Answer. Certainly, certainly ; and further than that, I w^ould not Relieve any man 
that would swear that he knew a man in disguise in the ^-lark who had not spoken to 
him at the time. 

Question. Suppose these men had also sworn that these rnen counterfeited their voices 
and had masks and disguises on, and jot they knew them by their voices and build, 
would y ou have much confidence in them ? 
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Answer.- 1 would not have any if they said the voices were disguiaed. 
Question, Who was this George W. Williams yon spoke of? 
Ansiver. He is a commission merchant of Charleston. 
Question. Is he not a republican ? 
Answer. I do not know his political status. 

Question. Do you recollect anything, either by actual knowledge or common rumor, 
of Tim Hurley telegraphing to Williams for money about the time of the passage of 
this i)hosphate bill over the veto of the governor ? 

Ansivei\ The rumor was it was $GO,000. A man told me that he saw him carry a 
large bundle over from the bank to the State-house the night the bill was passed. I 
didn't see that. 

Question. Do you recollect by what majority that bill was passed before being vetoed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know. In fact, there was no question raised upon its first 
passage. A very objectionable feature of the bill was stricken out in the Senjitc. The 
word exclusive" was stricken out ; that is, the exclusive rigiit to dig phosphates. 
That removed all the objectionable features from the bill, and we didn't look upon it 

a monopoly. There was very little contest about it. But the governor, in his veto 
message, showed wherein the striking out of the word exclusive" had no effect. 
That changed many votes, and money was then necessary to get it passed. 

Question. Were the ayes ancj noes called on the passage of the bill before the governor 
vetoed it ? 

Ansiver. I do not remember. 

Question. Do you recollect whether it was considered absolutely necessary to get an 
increased number of votes to repass it ? 

Answer. The constitution of this State requires a two-thirds vote to pass a bill over 
the veto of the governor. 

Question. But you do not" know how the first vote was — whether two-thirds or not ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was it the nnderstanding that it required an increase of the vote ? 

Answer. It was understood that it would require an increased number of votes, and 
also some who voted for it at the first passage, now, after reading the veto of the gov- 
ernor and his explanation, would not supi^ort it again, unless they " saw light." 

Question. How was that increased vote obtained ? State any facts that gave rise to 
the impression of fraud, or the use of money to procure the necessary votes to carry 
that bill over the veto. 

Answer. I could only give the fact that was generally stated there on the floor — not 
in public speeches, but among the members — that money was being used by the thou- 
sand, and Hurley was very busy on the floor that evening. 
# Question. Is Hurley a carpet-bagger ? 

Anmer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where from ? 

Answer. From Massachusetts; he is now a member of the legislature. 
Question. Is he not understood to be a shrewd, keen, and most unscrupulous man and 
corrupt ? 

Ansicer. He is a very shrewd man. To say that he was corrupt would be going fur- 
ther than I would like to state. 

Question. Take my sense of corruption then. Has he been suspected of buying votes 
in the legislature ? 

Ansuwr. They don't suspect him of that — he does not deny it. Ihaveheardit stated 
on the floor of the legislature ; but "corruption " covers a great deal of ground. Tim 
Hurley has the reputation of being a man that will not go back on hia friends. If he 
contracts to put through a job, any one else may ofler him more money, but he will not 
forsake his first man. 

Question. He g(»es on the maxim, "Honor among thieves." 

Answer. Yes, sir; but I will not say that, for I don't know. 

QueMion. Is he notoriously engaged in carrying measures in the lobby with money? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he is recognized as the principal lobbyist; but he refused 
$60,000 to report upon the Port Royal Eailroad bill — so a member from Beaufort charged 
him with upon the floor ; and he did not do it, because he was already engaged to the 
Greenville Railroad. 

Question. Did Tim say he got more from the Greenville Railroad ? 

Answer. This man charged him with it to his face, and he did not deny it. I do not 
suppose he would deny it. 

Question. Was it publicly understood during that session of the legislature that he 
telegraphed fof $60,000 ttj Williams, the banker? 

Answer. I don't know to whom, but the report was that he telegraphed to Charleston. 

Question. To Williams ? 

Answer. It was to parties interested. 

Question. Do not you know that Williams of Charleston drew for that money ; that 
Tim Hurley telegraphed upon the banking-house of Scott, Williams Co. for it ? 
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Anaicei: I do not know the fact. 
Question, Was that rumored 1 
Ansicei', Yes, sir. 

Question. Williams of Charleston was connected with that nimor f 
Ansxcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that legislative corruption commenced in lb68 T 
Answer, So far as my knowledge goes. 

Question. Was that the time the negro first came into the legislature ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And then the rumors of corruption commenced ? 

Aimccr. Yes, sir. 1 do not want to be understood as saying that simply because the 
negro was there corruption commenced. 

Question. I am not asking your inferences, but the fact is that the reports and imx>res- 
sious and rumors of corruption commenced in the legislature of 1868 1 

Ansicei*. Yes, sir. 

Question. Another fact is that that was the legislature in which the d^bnt of the negro 
occurred as a legislator ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were asked by the chairman whether ii\ this region the republicans are 
not universally denounced by democrats, and you say no ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not because they are republicans. 

Question, If a man living here is a republican, and is a respectable and honest man, 
he is not necessarily denounced by the democrats because he is a republican ? 
Anmoer, No, sir ; no such thing occurs. 

Question. But there is a class of republicans that the democrats do denounce ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are they called ? 

Ansice^'. They are known by the name of scalawags here. 

Question. There is another class in juxtaposition to them, known as carpet-baggers? 

Answer, We are not troubled with many of them. Mr. Poinier is the only one here. 

Question. This is a democratic county, and there are not many olSctes to be got hero ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and both parties have considerable antagonism to the carpet- 
bagger—the native republican and the native democrat. 

Question. The senator asks you also whether it is not unusual to select men, out of 
the opposite political party to fill the ofiices, and you say it is not unusual ? 

Answei\ It is not unusual for us to pick out men, for one X'^rty to appoint men from 
the other party. It is unusual for us ta take them strictly as partisans. We do not 
appoint a man to position strictly because he is a democrat or republican. 

Question. You are speaking now of what you would do, but the question is whether 
it is not unusual anywhere tor one party in the majority to fill the offices out of the 
other party ; and you answered yes. 

Answer. It is unusual as a general thing. 

Question. But that is where a different state of things must necessarily exist, is it not ? 
Take, for instance, a party like the republican party of South Carolina, made up exclu- 
sively of low, ignorant negroes, where there are not intelligent men in the country 
among them to till all the offices. Then ought it to be unusual for that party to look 
to their opponents to get men in office ? 

Answer,. No, sir. 

Question. Do you think 1;hey ought to do it ? 

Answer, I think that the matter of qualification ought to be regarded where it was 
known that the men of the party in power were incompetent ; where a competent 
number could not be found in the party in power to fill the offices. In that case wisdom 
would indicate that we should select from the other party. 

Question. Wisdom and justice both? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. While in another State, like Pennsylvania, where there are two great parties, 
each of which embody a large number of competent men, much larger than the number 
of offices, men of high intelligence and qualification, it is not unusual nor unexpected 
that the party in power should select good men out of their own party, is it ? 

Answer. My understanding is that in those cases they always stick rigidly to- their 
party, having good men in both parties. 

Question. But is not South Carolina a most extraordinary exception to that rnlb ? 

Answer. Certainly it is ; because if you take the republican party in South Carolina, 
drawing party hues rigidly, ninety-nine out of a hundred of them are not fit to hold 
the offices, or administer them either for themselves or anybody else. 

Question. In other words, you cannot find in the republican party in South Carolina 
enough men of integrity, ability, and intelligence to fill the offices"? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Because nine-tenths of the republican party are ignorant negroes, an 
ignorance for which they are not responsible ? 

47 T 



738 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Answer. Very few white men, comparatively, belonj^ to the republican party in SoiitTi 
Carolina. There are more in this mountain and Piedmont country than anywliere else. 
You do not lind them below, except in large cities. In Laurens and Newberry J should 
say there were not twenty-five white men identified with the republican party. 

Question. Will you state what effect the order of Governor Scott to arm as high as 
fourteen or fifteen full regiments of negro men, at the same time denying arms to white 
men, had upon the feelings and fears and apprehensions of the people of South Caro- 
lina T 

Answer. It had considerable effect. It alarmed them to such an extent that in vari- 
ous localities they kept guards at night and were afraid to go to sleep. The roads 
were picketed. 

Question. What is the natural disposition and character of the negro in South Caro- 
lina, as you find him just emerged from slavery and wholly ignorant ? W^ould not the 
sudden placing of arms in their hands make them arrogant, defiant, and reckless f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are of that character of people that their passions are very 
easily wrought upon. 

Question. Would the very fact of placing arms in their hands as organized bodies by 
the government be very suggestive to them of how they should use them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they have not the sliglitest idea of what use they are to make of 
them. 

Question. What idea have they, or would they have, under such circumstances ? 
Answer. Whatever imscrupulous and designing men would tell them to do— men in 
whom they had confidence. 

Quesfwh. Have there been many such men in South Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a good many. 

Question. Is there a county without them ? 

Answe7\ No, sir ; 

Question. Is there a single county in South Carolina without its carpet-bagger or 
carpet-baggers, more or less ? 

Answer. No, sir j and not a single county without its scalawag, as we call them ; not 
one. 

Question. What would be the danger in a great question of politics, like that which 
we are now examining, with a body like those negroes to be brought as witnesses 
where there were in the county seat, say, three or four active, unscrupulous, ambitious 
partisan men ? What influence would they have over those negroes if they choose to 
exert it ? 

Answer. They could make them do anything they saw fit to do. 

Question. If the negroes were impressed witli the idea that those men were their 
great and special friends, would they still have greater influence over them ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and these men could induce them to assassinate the country, the 
whole country, if they had any assurance that they would be protected in it, and made 
to believe at the same time that their rights were involved and this was necessary to 
secure it. 

Question. How would it be as to the character of witnesses if they were brought to 
testify, should these men undertake to take hold of them ? 

Answer. 1 should take their testimony with a great deal of allowance. I should 
judge it carefully, taking into consideration all the circumstances surrounding, and all 
the influences bearing upon them. 

Question. Did your legislature adjourn in March last ? * 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. About what time in March ? 

Answer. A few days after the 1st, probably the 5th, 6th, or 7th. I reckon it was 
about the 6th or 7th. I think we were to have adjourned on the 1st, and it was post- 
poned until the 7th. 

Question. From the 1st to the 7th you were very busily engaged, sitting day and 
night, to close up business by the 7th ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; the most active time we had was in the latter part of the session. 

Question. Did you not, every night, have a night session until 11 o'clock T 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; during some nights until after 12 o^clock, and until 3 o^clock 
probably. 

Question. Right in the midst of this pressure of legislative business and long sittings 
I find this singular entry : that the joint resolution about Baker was taken uiJ and 
put upon its second reading. A discussion ensued, and at 11.30 a. m. the speaker 
declared the house adjourned until 7 p. m. That seems to have been March 4, 1871. 

Answer. I would like to make a statement in connection with the resolution for 
Baker. L. A. Baker had introduced a bill for indemnity for burning a little log-house, 
a store, which he said was burned because of his politics. It was investigated. He 
was a man who induced the negroes to bring in cotton, and somebody burned him out. 
About $300 was the amount of the loss. He introduced a claim for {i{)12,000, and I was 
disposed to dispute it and defeat it, and it was voted down. The night previous we sat until 
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12 o'clock. There were only a dozen members perhaps, but I made it a point to be always 
there, as there were matters of that kind being prevssed, and I raised the point of order 
the day before, and it came up for discussion that morning and was defeated. I 
learned from rumor that the parties present were to get 50 per cent, of it, as they had 
in most of the claims. They were to have 60 per cent, for the building at Cedar 
Springs ; they only paid 30 per cent, on the indebtedness. The parties who purchased 
it would not report on the claim until they could buy it for 30 per cent., and then they 
charged the estate the full amount. This was a claim of the same character. 

Question. Now that you have finished the Baker matter, will you state why it was 
that in this pressure for time upon the legislature in order to get through their 
legislative business by the 7th of March — why was it that that evening, jiending that 
resolution, the house adjourned from 11.30 a. m. to 7 p. m. ? 

Answer, Let me see the journal and refresh my mind. [ Examiniug journal of house, 
March 4, 1871, page 590.] That was the day that they adjourned for a horse-race, 
according to my recollection. * 

Question. Was that stated on the floor ? 

Answ€i\ Yes, sir; that statement was made. Some one opposed the adjournment on 
the ground that we had no right to adjourn for horse-races. 
Question. That question was mooted right there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What horse-race was it ? 

Answer. 1 don't know who the parties were, except that Moses's mare was to run. 
Question. Who was Moses ? 

Ansicer. Frank Moses, jr., the speaker of the house of representatives. The report 
was that his mare was to run. 

Question. You did not go to the race ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. W^as it not expressly stated that Moses's horse was to run that afternoon ? 
Anstcer. I don't know that it was expressed. 
Question. Whose was the opposing horse ? 
Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. Did it belong to a colored man named WTiipper, a colored member also ? 

Answer. His horse sometimes ran. I do not know whether it was then or not. 

Question. Did you hear what the stakes were they ran for ? 

Ansicer. Some lost for a thousand, some for five hundred. 

Question. What was the stake on that horse ? 

Answer. A thousand dollars. 

Question. Who lost I 

Ansiver. Moses's nag.- What makes me think of it is the circumstance afterward. 
1 inquired at the end who won. They said he was beaten, and I said Frank Moses didn't 
have the opportunity of counting or he would not have come in behind. I referred 
to the consolidation bill, where we believed he outcounted us. 

Question. Whipper ran his — a negro member who had a horse that ran ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not know whether he ran on that day ? 

Ansicer. No , sir ; I do not remember particularly. 

Question. Is there any other member named Whipper in that house? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. I see here a resolution which was introduced on the last day by Mr. 
Whipper, and adopted, page 627: That the house vote the Hon. F. J. Moses, 
speaker of the house of representatives for South Carolina, a gratuity of $1,000, as a 
recognition of the able manner in which he has discharged the duties of the chair; 
Mr. Boston moved to reconsider ; jNIr. W^hipper moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the tabic ; on which the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted, yeas 49, nays 20. 
How do the democrats stand there, in the negative? 

Answer. I do not see many of them here. There is a very slim attendance. Doyle, 
Dnsenberry, Hagood, myself, and Wilson are all the democrats that voted in the 
negative. There are none, I think, in the affirmative. 

Question. Are you sure ? 

Answer, 1 know the democrats. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. How many democrats were there in thfi house f 

Answer. I think we had fourteen. We had, originally, sixteen, but they turned out 
two from Chesterfield so as to ; secure a constitutional vote to carry the Greenville 
Railroad consolidation bill. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, Although this resolution is worded as being a gratuity for the able manner 
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in which he discharged the duties of the chair, what was the public impression there 
at the time ? 

Answer, I do not know that I heard. 

Qmsiion. Did not you know right away ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Have you heard what was the general impression at Columbia ? 
Answer. No, sir; I am remote from there. I only get the mail once a week. 
Question, If you have anything you want to say, or any new fact you think of, you 
can now state it. 

Answer, I do not know as I have any other material fact. I have been connected 
with politics for two or three years, and have observed a good deal ; but I do not think 
of anything more now. 

By the Chairman : 

• Question, I have one or two questions to ask in connection with your examination. 
I understood you to say, in answer to a question by Judge Van Trump, that you were 
not willing to say that Tim Hurley was corrupt ? 

Answer, I would not be willing to say it in the full acceptation of that word ; and I 
went on to state why ; that he had some good qualities. 

Question. I understood you to say that Tin* ilurley refused $60,000 offered to him, 
giving that as a reason why he wa8>not corrupt ? 

Answer. I do not give that as a reason. 

Question. 1 understood it to be given as a reason that he refused $60,000 when offered 
to him to not report on the Port Royal bill, because ho was in the interest of the 
Blue Ridge Railroad Company ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the report there. 

Quesiim. In other words that he had received some compensation from the Blue 
Ridge Company ? 
Ansiver. That was the rumor. 

Question. Was he at that time a member of the house of representatives ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; chairman of the committee on railroads. 

Question. He had in his charge a bill affecting the interests of the Port Royal Rail- 
road, and was offered $60,000 if he would not report on that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the charge ; that he had been offered $60,000 to report. I 
was talking with one of the members about that, and stated that I didn't believe it. 
He says, " You don't know Tim Hurley. He makes more from the Greeu villc Railroad.'' 

Question. And the reason ho would not report on the Port Ro>*il road Avas because 
he had already received a consideration for his action on the Blue Ridge road ? 

Answer. I will not say he had received it. 

Question. But he was to receive it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. With that statement here you are still unwilliug to say that Hurley is a 
corrupt man ? 

Ansicer. Not in every sense of the word. "Corruption" covers the whole ground. 
Hurley is a gentleman socially so far as I know him, and would not do a wrong act 
with you or me with anything intrusted to his care. When you say a man is totally 
corrupt yon cover everything. 

Question. Still you consider that, as a legislator, he would sell his vote and his posi- 
tion as a member ol the committee ? 

Answer, 1 will not say that. Report said so, and I heard a member charge him with 
it and he did not reply. 

Question, You believe it ? 

Answe7\ I believe he is the principal lobbyist, and that he does buy the votes of 
other members. 

Question, He corrupts other members ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; he has done so. 

Question, And still you are unwilling to class him among corrupt men ? 

Answer, Not absolutely corrupt. 

Question, It is only a qualified corruption ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Is that the view generally taken, or your own individual view ? 
Ansiver. My own individual view. I do not think I ever heard the question raised 
before. I may be very erroneous in it. 
Question, I think so myself. 

Answer, I think a man can be a gentleman in some positions and spheres, but 

Question, But I cannot see how a man can injure his fellow-citizens more than to 
corrupt their representatives who are intrusted with their interests. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, I ask whether Tim Hurley is a corrupt man if he refused $60,000 to do one 
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legislative act because he had received more for doing another legislative act — was 
not that itself a corrupt act ? 

Ansiccr. Both are corrupt acts, but he is not so corrupt as a man would be to take 
the $60,000 and whatever the other party would give also. 

Question. To take both ? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is the view; he would not do that. 

By the Chairmax : 

Question. You have been asked a question which assumed that the republican party 
iu this State has not got intelligence enough, either among whites or blacks, to till all 
the offices. In testifying hero upon your oath do you state that as the fact, and as 
applicable all over the Stfite? 

Answer. As far as my knowledge goes, taking my county for precedent. 

Question. That there are not, in that whole party, enough men of intelligence and 
integrity to till the public offices ? * 

Answer. Not to fill them as they ought to be. 

Question. You say that of the whole State ? 

Answer. I say it of the State, takiug my county as an instance; and wft have more 
white republicans, and the presumption is, more intelligence among them here than in 
other counties. 

Question. Do I understand yon to say that there are not in this county enough men 
of intelligence and integrity in the republican party to fill the offices ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir; that would aspire to office. 

Question. Are there not republicans enough here of integrity and iutelligence and 
capacity to till the offices? 
Anstcer. I would say positively that there is not. 

Question. Do you then say that all the public officers who are republicans in this 
county are corrupt and dishonest men ? 

Answer. I would not say that. There are some good men in the republican party in 
this county in office, men that are honest. 

Question. The question was put to you in reference to the character of those negroes 
who were here testifying, assuming that they had been in the hands of four or five 
active, ambitious, unscrupulous men— and I will ask there, is that the character of any 
of the republican officers of your place here ? 

Answer. I should so designate them ? 

Question. Let ns know who they are ? 

Ansxcer. I would take William McGill Fleming as a man unscrupulous in every sense 
of the word, and Enoch Cannon, the postmaster. 
Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Casey is reported as not a very square man, but I have had no dealings 
with him. 
Question, lie is marshal ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have never heard anything alleged against the official acts of 
Franklin Camp as county treasurer, but I have against his bondsman, who assumed 
charge of it. Mr. Cummings stood his security on the bond and consequently took charge 
of it. I have heard a gr^it deal of complaint against him. 

Question. Among the men thai you have named, do you know that any of these men 
have been undertaking to influence these witnesses? 

Answer. I do not know it as a positive fact. 

Question. Do you know it as a fact at all ? 

Answer. I have heard such rumors. 

Question. You have heard such rumors ? 

Answer. No, sir; I wouldn't say that. I have not heard these specific men pointed 
out, but I have heard that the witnesses wero going through a packing process. 
Question. Who did*you hear that from ? 
Answer. It was just rumor upon the street. 

Question. And tifiis was within a day or two? As this whole investigation affects the 
character of your county, I want to know the name of the man who said that. 

Ansicer. I think L. M. Gentry made such a statement as that ; I do not know whether 
he stated it as a fact or as a rumor. 

Question. Did anybody else state it as a fact? 

Ansiccr. I have heard it talked of but couldn't come down specifically to the man. 

Question. Do you know as a fact that anybody, cither connected with this commit- 
tee, or any of your citizens, has undertaken to induce any negro here to state anything 
else than the truth ? 

Answer. I don't know it as a fact. 

Question. Is it a fact to your knowledge ? 

Answer. No, sir; to my knowledge it is not a fact, because I have not taken any in- 
terest in it. 

Question. Do you not know as a fact that Mr. L. M. Gentry himself has spoken to 
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more of the negroes to know what their testimony would be, or to as many of them, as 
any other white man in town ? 
An8W€)\ No, sir j I have not seen him speak to a single man. 

Question. Has he not been in attendance at this house, and as a member of a com- 
mittee appointed by the democrats of this place J}0 see after this investigation«? 

Answe)\ I do not know as to that .%ct ; I have seen him about the hotel here. 

Question. Conceding that it is entirely proper that somebody should locally attend to 
the business here, has not that been his business ? 

Answer. That is my understanding, that his business was to be here to introduce some 
^witnesses. 

Question. To look after the outside matters ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not that to ascertain what the negroes were to swear to as witnesses? 

Answer. No, sir j I would think he was more sensible than that, because he would not 
get anything out of them. 

Question. I do not know how that is, hut one or two of them have testified that ho 
did speak to them. 

Answer. I would not have attempted such a thing. 

Question. Why not I 

Answer. Because I know the negro's nature and the influences brought to bear upon 
him generally in matters of this kind. 
Question, What are they ? 

Answer. It would be hard to tell all of them. I have heard rumor but could not 
trace it, and cannot give my authority. I have heard a rumor that a report has been 
circulated here by the marshal that every negro that would come here and swear t() a 
Ku-Klux should have $2 a day. 

Question. You have heard that rumor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Rumors of that kind are started here, are they I 
Answer. 1 have heard that. 

(Question. Who is given as the authority for that ? 
Answer. I have given no attention to it. 
Question. You heard that the marshal had said that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you give that the color that the marshal offered that as an inducement 
for the negroes to come, or that the marshal was giving information of what is the 
lawful pay of witnesses? ^ 

Answer. I could not say as to that; nor can I say the marshal has used any undue 
influences. Mr. Casey is a gentleman I have had but little association with. 

Question. Has there not been a studied effort to undervalue and attack any testi- 
mony given here in regard to these outrages in this county ? 

Ansivcr. Not that I know of. I have only talked with two or three on that side. 1 
have talked with Colonel Cannon. 

Question. Have you not heard surprise expressed that there are so many whippings 
proven here ; that they did not believe them as they had never heard of them ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir ; and to be candid, we, in our end of the county, do not believe it. 

Question. Notwithstanding the negroes swear to it ? 

Answer. That is no strange thing. 

Question. And in many instances show their backs where they had been whipped ? 
Mr. Van Trump. In how many instances ? 

The Chairman. Where one had his ear cut, and another showed the ball with which 
he had been shot, and another offered to take off his coat, Slq. 

Answer. Unless there was something to test the a^e of the scars, they might have 
been received in slavery times. Five hundred eases is the number reported to have 
been found here. 

Question. Has there been surprise expressed at the number that have been found 
here ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I do not know about the town, but the report to us in our part is 
five hundred, and we do not give credit to it. 

Question. But I ani speaking of the number who have actually been here ? 
Answer. I do not know what they are. 

Question. Have you not heard surprise expressed here in Spartanburgh that there 
should have been so many here in this part of the county ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I never heard about it. 

Question. You spoke of two classes here, of whom carpet-baggers was one ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you have but one hero ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Mr. Poinier you named as one 
Answer. Yes, sir. 



SOUril CAROLINA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



743 



Question. He came here, as I understand, to marry a wife, did he not T 

Answer. I have beard that rumor, but I am not acquainted with bis domestic niatteis. 

QuesUou. Coming here without any intention of taking any office in the lirst 

A7i8U'cr. I know he got an office very quickly after he changed. 

Qiu'siion. Do you not know that he was induced here to take the office at the instance 
of those who could not hold the post office ? 
Answer. I do not know that. 

question. Still, whatever bis motive in coming here, he is styled^a carpet-bagger ? 

Answer. All who have drifted here are recognized as carpet-baggers. lie was recog- 
nized as a carpet-bagger while he was in the democratic party in 1868, and did active 
service in that campaign, and but for the fact of his being a carpet-bagger, he would 
have been nominated for Congress ; but that was to his prejudice, being a carpet- 
bagger. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. They thought he came here merely as an adventurer ? 

Answer. I suppose so. 

By the Chairman : - 
Question. Another class you mentioned was the scalawags ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That term you apply" to the native f outh Carolinians ? 
Ansxcei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. To those who join the republican party I 
Answer. Not necessarily because they are republicans. 
Question. Why not ? 

Answer. Because there are some clever men in the republican party. 
Question. What do you call such a naan ? 

Ansicer. I call him a republican. I never heard a definition of the word " scalawag," 
but my idea is that he is rather a dirty kind of character that drifted off among the 
negroes to use them to aggrandize himself. 

Question. Is it not a fact that every native white man who identifies himself with 
the republican party actively, is called a scalawag ? 

Answer. I do not know that it is so broad as that. I have always understood the 
word scalawag to apply to a dirty fellow. 

Question. Is it not used as a word of reproach against some of the best men in your 
State, because they joined the republican party ? 

Ansicer. I will not say that; the simplefactof joining the republican party has never 
brought reproach upon any man it has been his acts anterior to that and subsequent 
that did it. 

Question. Still you think there is not political feeling here or in other parts of the 
county that has led these parties to arra^^ themselves against eacb other ? 

Answer'. No. sir ; I do not think these acts of domestic violence have their causes in 
politics. 

Question. I am not speaking of acts of violence, but of thig bitterness of feeling that 
leads to charges against parties. 

Ansiver. It is not from the fact that they are republicans that there is bitterness 
against them, but their acts after they enter the republican party; there are some re- 
publicans in this place against whom 1 hear nothing ; but the man who joins that party 
runs the risk at once of being stigmatized ; it depends entirely on his acts. Tho time 
has passed for men joining the republican party here without reproach attaching. 
. Question. I thought so. 

Ansiver. But those who first went into the party and acted respectably are respected ; 
but the republican party of this State has conducted itself in such a manner that it has 
brought odium upon itself, not only from the democratic party, but all thinking men 
of its own party ; and whenever a man who has been actively engaged in the democratic 
party turns over to the republican party, he is immediately suspected of a selfish motive, 
and we imagine, taking into consideration all the circumstances, that he has placed 
himself in a very goOd position to become a very bad man. 

Question. In other words, no native South Carolinian now can join the republican 
party here and get credit for honesty of purpose. Is not that the real state of feeling ? 

Answer. He could not do it ; it would be a moral impossibility for him to do a thing 
of that sort, and then have the respect of the republican party. He has fought it too 
long and too bitterly. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. In the present corrupt condition of the republican party, it would be cou • 
eidered a bad time to leave the democratic party and go into the republican party ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; a great many would leave the democratic party, but are afraid to 
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Question. I will read to you a definition of carpet-bagger l>y a very distinguished man, 
and ask if you consider that a fair description of the men coming here from the North 
simply as adventurers, mixing with the negroes and getting office : 

" They are fellows who crawled down South in the track of our armies, generally at 
a very safe distance in the rear ; some of them on suttlers' wagons ; some bearing cotton 
permits ; some of them looking sharply to see Avhat might turn up; and they remain 
there. They at once ingratiated themselves with the blacks, simple, credulous, ignor- 
ant men, very glad to welcome and to follow any whites who professed to be the cham- 
pions of their rights. Some of them got elected senators, others representatives, some 
sheriffs, some judged, and so on. And there they stand, right in the i)ublic eye, stealing 
and plundering, many of them with both arms around negroes, and their hands in their 

rear pocket, seeing if they cannot pick a paltry dollar out of them." 

* * * * * 

''These fellows, many of them long-faced, and with eyes rolled up, are greatly con- 
cerned for the education of the blacks, and for the salvation of their souls. 'Let us 
pray,' they say; but they spell pray with an ' e,' and, thns spelled, they obey the 
apostolic injunction to ' pray without ceasing.' 

" The time has been, and still is, when it was perilous to be known as a republican or 
an abolitionist in the South ; but it never called the blush of shame to any man's cheek 
to be so called, until these thieving carpet-baggers went there — never I They got into 
the legislatures j they went to issuing State bonds ; they pretended to use them in aid 
of railroads and other improvements. But the imxirovements were not made, and the 
bonds stuck in the issuers' pockets. T]iat is the pity of it.'' 

That is a definition by the Hon. Horace Greeley. Is that correct ? 

Answer, He is nearer right than any man I ever heard describe it before ; but they 
are not all of that character. 

Question. They are men coming here and mingling with the blacks to get advantage 
thereby ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I understood that Mr. Poinier was characterized as a carpet-bagger when 
lie came ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And is yet? 
Answer'. Yes, sir. 

Question. After he married here he cooperated with the democratic party until when ? 

Ansiver. Well, during the last presidential canvass he cooperated with them ; I don't 
know that I could state definitely when he bolted. 

Question. Since he became a republican what office has he held ? 

Answe)\ He was appointed trial justice. I think he was United States commissioner 
previous to his turning and afterwards. 

Question. Then he has got no office by favoring the negroes ? 

Answer. I don't know that he has. 

Question. Do you not kno w that instead of making money he has been losing it in 
publishing his paper here^? 
Answer. I do not know that. 

Question. Do you suppose that such a paper as that makes any mouey ? 

Answer. I have not the most distant idea of printing, or what amount of circulation 
it would require, or what ifc would cost, or anything about it. He got his position as a 
magistrate, I believe, upon my recommendation, or as a trial justice. He took all the 
offices he has taken by appointment. 

Question. And at the request of democrats ? 

Answei'. I would not say that. 

Question. He took that one at the request of a democrat ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and I think I recommended him for some other position. 
Question. Did he not take the post office at the request of a democrat ? 
Ansiver. 1 do not know. I do not live in town. 

Question. My information is that he has taken all that he holds at the request of men 
of both parties. 

Ansicer. That may be true. 

Question. You were a member of the legislature elected in 1868 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many democrats were elected to the house in that legislature ? 
Answer. I think on joint ballot we had either eighteen or twenty, and I think there 
were six senators. 

Question. What counties elected democratic members to the house in 1868 1 
i Answer. There was Spartanburgh, Pickens, Anderson, Lancaster, and Horry. 
Question. What is the name of the member from Lexington ? 

Answer. In 1868 we had none in the commencement of the session. There was Lewis 
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and Purvis. Levis resigned and was succeeded by a democrat. F. S. Lewis was a 
democrat and I think was on the medical committee witli myself. 

Question. You spoke of this phosphate biU. I find it was not passed in 1869, but in 
the spring of 1870. 

Ansive7\ Yes, sir; in March, 1870, over the govemor^s veto. 

Question, What was the objection to that bill ? 

Answer. The first objection to the bill, as I understood it, after it was canvassed, was 
that the word exclusive," giving them the exclusive right, was objectionable — so 
much so that it could not pass the senate. I do not knov/ whether that was prior to 
its passing the house or not, but the question had never been raised until then. I think 
at the instance of Mr. Corbin it was stricken out ; it is my impression that it was him. 
The first impression among the members was then that there was no objection to the 
bill, though the bill had not been thoroughly investigated until the governor vetoed 
it and set forth those facts, which produced quite a change in the ideas of members 
and put them upon a thorough investigation. The consequence was, I think, that a 
good many who voted for it on its first passage failed to vote for it finally. 

Question. They claimed that the effect of the bill was to make it as exclnsivo as if 
that word " exclusive" bad been retained ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Since that the legislature has passed other biUs giving rights of that kind? 
Anstoer. Yes, sir ; but I think that is a question now before the judiciary. The first 
legislature claimed the power to grant the exclusive right. 
Question. But they have since passed other bills? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Uv. Van Trump : 

Question. Has not the attorney general given his opinion that the phosphate bill con- 
fers an exclusive right and that it was conferred by that bill which passed over the 
veto I 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I so understand it. 

By ]Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. But the legislature does not so construe it ? 
Answei\ No, sir ; it seems so, from their action at the last session. 
Question. Do not you remember that you voted for the bill yourself on its original 
X)assage ? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. It passed by a vote of 92 to 7 ? 

Answer. Yes, sjr ; 1 voted for it. I understood that the objectionable features of the 
bill were strick(^ out. 

Question. I find on pages 447-8 of the journals of the house of representatives for 
February 24, 1870, that tlie bill to grant to certain persons therein named and their 
associates the right to dig and mine in the beds of the navigable streams and waters of 
the State of South Carolina for phosphate rocks and phosphate deposits " was passed — 
yeas 92, nays 7 ? • 

Answer. I voted for that in order to develop the interests of the country. 

Question. Do you know any democrats who voted against it on its first passage ? 

Answei\ I do not know that I do, because no question had been raised at that time. 

Question. How did it pass the senate on its first passage ? 

Answer. I do not know. I heard there were objectious raised in the senate, and Mr. 
Corbin modified it in order to give satisfaction. My recollection is that he moved to 
strike out the word " exclusive." 

Question. Did any democrats vote against it on its passage in the senate ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Is Mr. Arnim ? 

Answer. I believe so. 

Question. Was not Mr. Foster ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Reid and Rodgers — four republicans and three democrats then. 
Question. You say after the governor vetoed it money was sent there ? • 
Answer. That was the impression. I did not sec it. It was talked of nnblushingly. 
I think you will see my protest entered there on the passage of that bill over the veto. 
Question. Do you give that reason ? • 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That corruption appeared ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you enter a protest upon that ground ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. I do not know whether it is on the journals. 

Question. On the vote to pass it over the veto of the governor, I see (senate journal 
March 1, 1870, page 516) that you and your associates from this county changed your 
votes ; then Mr. Bryant, Mr. Littlejohn, and yourself voted against it ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. I will call your attention, now, to those who voted against it. What is the 
general impression there about Moses, the speaker, this horse-racer, as to whether he is 
in these jobs or not ? I desire an answer to the question, direct. What is tJie rumor ? 

Answer. Do you mean public rumor outside or inside ? 

Question. Both.. 

Answer. Well, the public rumor outside and inside is that ho is connected with 
many of these jobs ? 

Question. And open to corruption ? 

Answer. That is the rumor. I have heard members charge it, but I hive never seen 
any act of Moses himself to satisfy me it is so. I never saw him receive a bribe 
or have one offered. He did appoint committees that caused us to suspect something, 

Question. If this story is correct about a thousand dollars being given to make up 
his loss on a horse-race, it would be evidence against him, would it not ? 

Answer. It would if that is true. 

Question. Who is Bosemon ? 

Answer. He is a member from Charleston j a colored man ; a physician. 

Question. Who is Brodie ? 

Answer. He is a republican. 

Question. Who is Clyburn ? 

Answer. A democrat from Lancaster, 

Question. Hagood? 

Answer. He is a democrat from Pickens. 
Question. Jeuks? 

Ar^wer. He is a republican from Charleston. 
Question. D. J. J. Johnson ? 

Answer. He is a republican. I do not know what county he was from. 
Question. Jervay? 

Answer. A republican from Charleston. 

Question. Kuli ? 

Answer. He is from Beaufort. 

Question. William McKinlay ? 

Ansiver. From Charleston ; a republican. 

Question. Mclntyre? 

Answer. He is from Colleton ; a republican. 
Question. Who is Moore ? 

Ansiver. I do not know whether there are two or not. There was one John Moore, 
who was a democrat. 

Question. Neagle? » 

Answer. He was comptroller general and was from York. He wa^then comptrolle 
general and a member of the legislature also. 

Question. Are there any rumors affecting his integrity ? 

Answer. There always have been since 1868. 

Question. Pettingill f 

Anstve^'. He is a carpet-bagger fro^ Williamsburgh. 
Question. A white man and a republican ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Stewart? 

Answer. .Stewart was a democrat from Lancaster. 
Question. Stoeber? 

Ansicer. Stoeber is a republican. I don^t remember his county. 
Question. A white man or black man ? 
Answer. White ; a German. 
Question. Stolbrand? 

Answer. From Beaufort ; a white man and a republican. 
Question. A carpet-bagger ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; superintendent of the penitentiary. 
Question. Robert M. Smith ; that is yourself? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You never heard of any notorious charges against yourself? 
Answer. I did during the canvass j some very serious ones. 
Question. Shrewsberry ? 
Ansiver. He is from Chesterfield. 
Question. What is he ? 

Answer. A colored man and a republican, said to be an honest man. 
Question. Wilson ? 

Answer. Wilson is a white man, a democrat from Anderson. 
Question, Wilder? 

Answer. A colored man from Richland. 
Question, WooUey? 
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Answer, A white man and a republican, from Edgefield. 
Question, A carpet-bagger ? 

Answer. I think not ; I think he is a hatter by trade. 
Question. A scalawag ? 

Answer. I do not know whether his actions have been such as to warrant that epi- 
thet. 

Question. Then a large majority of these were republicans, and many colored men f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And some carpet-baggers? 

Answer, Pettingill and Kuh and Stolbrand and Jenks were carpet-baggers. 
Question. Were not several of these from Charleston ? 
Answa\ I do not think any but Jenks were. 

Question. Among them are Moses and Neagley. Are any of the others that I have 
named men against whom charges have been brought ? I will read that list again : 
Bosemon, Brodie, Clyburn, Hagood. Jenks, Johnson, Jervay- 

Answer. Jervay was charged, iu his action in relation to the claim of Jenks, that it 
did not comport with his former history. He opposed the claim for a good while, and 
then turned over ; and he was branded by some of the imblic press also. 

Question. Kuh, Littlejohn, McKinlay, Mclntyre 

Answer. He is considered very corrupt, and was called one of the "forty thieves." 
Question. Moore, Pettingill 

Ansicer. I do not know that I heard anything against him. 

Question. Stewart ? 

Answer. Nothing against him. 

Question. Stoeber, Stolbrand 

Answer. Nothing against him. 
Question. Shrewsberry 

Answer. He was recognized as an honest man in the legislature and out of it. 

Question. Wilson, Wilder, Woolley 

Answer. I never heard anything charged against them. 

Question. Have these charges of corruption atfected the reputation of the governor? 

Ansicer. They did at a time. It was thought he was connected with some of these 
things, in the passage of some of them. In the passage of the Sterling fund bill it was 
thought that the governor was going to make something out of that, and a couple of 
bills relieving the treasury of a couple of millions that he would make money, and his 
strict adhesion to the Blue Ridge Railroad made people think so. 

Question. How do you account for the fact if there was §60,000 to corrupt the legisla- 
ture that such men as I have named withstood that phosphate bill and voted against 
the bill ? 

Answer. Men have different prices, and Hurley would buy the cheapest. A good 
many of these men would be teiTibly hard to buy. Men against whom corruption has 
been charged have made a considerable pile. 

Question. That is the way you account for it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. If they are corrupt, those against whom corruption has been 
charged. 

Question. How do you account for finding yourself in such company as the governor 
and Moses and Neagle, and some others that we have named ? 

Ansicer. I account for it in this way ; that even bad men sometimes do right, and 
when they do right and go with me I do not fall out with them. Their going in that 
direction, and my going that way, is no evidence that we were right. 

Question. You are mistaken, I think, as to your protest. It does not show any 
charge of corruption at all. 

Ansicer. If it has not been garbled it does. I have a copy of it at home. Will you 
read it ? 

Question. I will. 

I desire to record my vote against the passage of the phosphate bill because — 
" First. It is a monopoly, and inconsistent with the political institutions of our 
government. 

Second. Because it will deprive thousands of workingmen of the enjoyment of 
those benefits which they have heretofore enjoyed as the result of honest labor in the 
rivers of the State. 

"R.M.SMITH." 

Answer. That has been garbled. My second position or second reason was, "because 
it is known " — I am giving my recollection, not stating it verbafim — " because it is 
known upon this floor that money has been used by the thousand," or something to 
that amount. I have it at home in the morning joui'ual. I can produce it. 

Question. I would be obliged to you if you would produce that. 

Answe)\ I will do so^ and can produce it in the morning papers of the State. That 
has been garbled. I can say positively that that has been garbled. I am glad that 
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this has been brought up. That was no uncommon thing, and sometimes protests 
-were rigidly stricken out by the speaker of the house. He sat as umpire. I stated 
three reasons, and one was that thousands were expended in carrying the bill. 

Question. As to this phosphate company, assuming that money was used there— and 
according to my opinion I do not consider it improbable, nor do I wish to palliate in 
any way the proceeding , but to know who was responsible for it — I have here the 
names of the corporators. Will you give us all the information you have on the sub- 
ject ? The act is found on page 381 of the Statutes at Large of South Carolina, being 
part first of the acts of the regular session of l&69-'70, I will call over the names of 
the corporators. I presume that if the money was used, they furnished it. If you 
have any knowledge to the contrary will you state,it ? 

Amiver. 1 have no knowledge that money was used. 

Question. If money was used, it is to be presumed that the corporators furnished it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, undoubtedly. 

Question. George W. Williams — who is he ? 

Answer. A commission merchant, a cotton factor of Charleston, a very wealthy man, 
a Scotchman. , 

Question. Charles S. Coa is next ? 
An8we)\ I think he is a Philadelpliian. 
Question. Do you know his politics ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question, James H. Taylor ? 

Answer. I do not know his politics ; I saw the man. 
Question. Where is he from ? 
A7i8wer. Charleston. 
Question. An old citizen ? 

Answei'. I could not say. I only saw him there in connection with the railroad at 
Columbia. 
Question. Joseph R. Robertson ? 
Ansiver. I do not know him ? 
Question. Edwin Piatt? 
Answei', I do not know him. 
Question. William L. Bradley ? 
Answer. I do not know him. 
Question. James Bridge, jr. ? 
Ansiver, I do not know him. 
Question. William Bimie ? 

Answer, 1 think he is a citizen of Charleston. I do not know where he has been for- 
merly. My impression is that he is a Charlestonian. 

Question. That is all the information you have as to these men ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. I do not know a single one of the corporators. I saw Mr. Coa at 
Columbia. I had no introduction to him. And I saw a Mr. Taylor— said to be Taylor — 
that I think is the same man. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Did not you understand that Coa had been a great railroad man in New 
York, a banker for railroads ? 

Answer. My understanding was that he was connected with fertilizing companies 
somewhere up North. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
Question, Who is the president of the Blue Ridge Railroad ? 
Answer. John W. Harrison, of Anderson County. 
Question, Is he an old citizen ? 
Answer, I think so. 
Question, A democrat ? 
Ansiver, I do not know his politics. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Do not you know that General Harrison is a republican ? 
Answer, I only know from rumor. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Do you know under whose management that railroad company was 
Answer, Yes, sir ; not who the directors. 

Question. Did you hear of corruption alleged in any other matters during the term, 
besides this phosphate company and the Blue Ridge Railroad bill ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in the Charleston and Savannah Railroad. 
Question. Under what management is that ? 

Answer, Under Isaacs and this man Taylor too. Isaacs was there, whether an owner 
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or a lobbyist I don't know. I introduced a bill to extend the Spartanbnrgli and Union 
Railroad, and carried it through the House, but it failed in the Senate for want of 
money. 

Question, Was there corruption ? 

Answer. It was defeated — the men I had to assist me — it was defeated for want of 
money. I never saw a dollar, and the president never said a word to mo about the 
matter. 

Question. Do you mean there was not enough, or there was not any ? 

Answer. I do not know that any money was used; but it was defeated in the Senate, 
and the statement was made to a friend of mine that it would take $20,000 to put it 
through ; but the thing stopped right there. I was informed by those who knew, that 
it would take $20,000 to put it through. 

Question, Is it not generally understood and admitted, that to a great extent the cor- 
ruption of the legislature hiis been introduced by the old citizens of South Carolina, 
interested in various measures and jobs, furnishing the money to corrupt the legis- 
lature ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I would not say that. I do not think that to bo true. 
Question. To no extent ? 

Answer. To a limited extent, I expect it has been so. I think J. W. Harrison paid 
some money to get a favorable report from the committee in regard to his railroad. 

By Mr, Van Trump : 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. President of the railroad ; living at Anderson. 
Question. Do you claim him as a democrat ? 

Anstvci'. No, sir; but he is an old citizen, and I was asked about old citizens. 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. And this phosphate company, as far as you know them, were old citizens? 

An8wc7\ Yes, sir; as far as I know them. I think George W. Williams is. 

Question. Have you ever heard of any of these men who are charged with corrupting 
the legislature having been visited by Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have. I think, though, that if the Ku-Klux would do 
their duty, they would strike somewhere there. 

By Mr. Yan Tkump : 
Question. Do they live in the Ku-Klux region? 

Ansiver. No, sir; they live in the low country, where the combined causes that pro- 
duced Ku-Kluxism do not exist. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Is there a large negro population there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there not just as much corruption in office there ? 
*• Answer. Yes, sir; but that has not been the absolute cause. The antagonism of laboi 
has had a great deal to do with this thing 

Question. Has there not been an antagonism of labor there? 

Answer. No, sir; not a great deal. 

Question. Are there poor white people in those pine woods ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but not so many. 

Question. Enough to make Ku-Klux bands? * 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Four or five in a band ? 

Answer. Possibly ; but it may be that there are land-owners enough to supply the i 
demand of this poor class of people, and there are no cases there. In this country the 1 
old land-holders and slave-holders have generally retained their former slaves on the J 
place, and treated them kindly. Consequently there is a considerable antagonism ' 
between the ])oot laboring class and the negro. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. It is not only a question of labor, but of social caste? 

Ansiver. To a considerable degree, it is ; because, under our present system and consti- 
tution, they look upon it that they are placed upon hardly an equality with the negro, 
and instead of holding that position above the negro which they once occupied, they 
are placed below him in several instances. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Upon such a theory as that, how would you account for such a case as this 
where the Ku-Klux whipped a man and a woman, and a whole family, perhaps, and told 
them it was done because they did not make good hands, and they must work better ? 

Ansiver. I have never heard of such an instance. 
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Question, Suppose such a case. 

Answer, If such a thiug as that was to occur, I shouhl think that they imagined that 
there was no redress before the law to protect themselves, and that these parties were 
in debt to them, and probably stealing ; and without sufficient manual labor the pro- 
prietor would not come out even. 

Question, That might be done in the interest of the proprietor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That would not be done in the interest of the laboring class ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Suppose a man should be whipped and told that if he left his present em- 
ployer he woukl b'e visited again and punished for it? 
Answer. I w^ould not know for what a thing of that kind could be done. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. Can you pretend to account for all the vagaries of Ku-Kluxism ? 

Ansive)'. 0, no, sir; I can only give my reasons. I know that there is a strong antag- 
onism existing between the two races, and a large amount of it is in consequence of 
the fact that the poor man thought his children would be forced into equality with the 
negroes in the schools, knowing that the rich man could employ a i)rivate teacher. 
Under the constitution of the State it is provided that there shall be compulsory means 
to force all parties to school under sixteen, without regard to race. That became a 
very sensitive matter with the poorer class of people. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Have there been any mixed schools established by law ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When were the common schools established ? 
An8wet\ In 1868 or 1869. 

Question. Then that apprehension ought to have been dissipated before this ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but the people have learned generally that they have only evaded 
the requirements of the constitution for the present; for I heard it proclaimed upon 
the floor, and upon the stump, that these things would be. But I do not think that 
Ku-Kluxing now has to a great extent arisen from that fact alone. It has been a com- 
^bination of circumstances, but that has been a very sensitive point with them. I have 
heard all grades speak of that. 

Question. You have given your opinion as to the value of the testimony of the negro 
in testifying to the identity of a man by his voice or other circumstances. Do you 
believe that it is possible for negroes so to imitate the voices of white men as to 
deceive other negroes and make them believe that they were white men ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. If you understood the character and habits of the. negro as well as 
I do, you would know that he is more adapted to mimicking than anybody else — more 
than the white man. 

Question. Can they imitate the sound and disguise themselves as speaking a brogue 
in their talk and accent ? 

Ansivei'. O, yes, sir ; much more so than the white men can. That is a peculiar char- 
acteristic of the negro. 

Question, You think that is possible? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, From your knowledge of the negro character, do you mean to be under- 
stood as assuming, or supposing, that all the negroes who come before this committee 
to testify may have been induced to commit perjury — to lie straight along ? 

Answe^\ I would not say they would all be induced to, but it is possible to induce 
them to do that thing, sir, especially if you use threats. They are the most sensi- 
tive race of people on that point. Their fear of a threat of personal injury is greater 
than their love of money. 

Question, Then it is your opinion that any number of negro witnesses that might 
have been brought here, or may be brought here, might be induced to come here and 
Bwear falsely ? 

Answe7\ I would not say that of them as a mass, but I say men acquainted with 
the general character of the negroes in this county can pick out two hundred that 
they can manipulate. 

Question, Could not two hundred white men in this county be found who would lie 
on oath ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; probably. 

Question, Is it not part of the Ku-Klux regulation that a man shall deny that he 
belongs to it ? 
Answe7\ I do not know. 
Question, Have you not heard that rumor ? 
Answer, I have heard it rumored. 

Question, That they were required to swear for their order ? 
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Ansrce)'. No, sir; not that. 

Question. Have you not heard it was a part of itheir regulation to defend and protect 
each other from prosecution ? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. On the jurj^ and in the -witness-box? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And under all circumstances ? 

Ansxcer. No, sir ; I have never heard anythinf^ said in regard to that matter except 
upon one or two occasions, and that was a brother Mason in Columbia. He said he 
had heard that it was an obligation to bo taken, but not so rigid, as he understood, as 
the Masonic obligation, and if you are a Mason you will know what that amounted to. 

Question. Then the sum of the matter is, you know nothing at all t>f this organiza- 
tion ? 

Ansicer. Nothing, only from rumor. 

Question. Is it not singular that such an organization should exist all over this county 
and you pot know any tiling more about it ? 

Answer. I do not think it is singular at all, because it is generally known from the 
commencement that I was opposed to anything like violence or mob law, or anything 
of the kind. I have always been rigidly opposed to anji:hing of the sort. 

Mr. Van Teu^mp. In asking that question Mr. Stevenson assumes that it is an or- 
ganization all through this county, and you fail to notice that fact. 

Mr. Stevenson. If the Doctor wishes to discredit that supposition he can do so. 

The Witness. That these is an organization ? I stated some time back in the exam- 
ination that my impression Avas that there were organizations, and I divided them into 
three classes. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. But all through the county ? 

Answe)\ I do not know whether I heard that part of the question. I did not mean 
to say entirely through the county. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, What part are they in ? 

Afiswer. In the northern and western parts, I have heard, and a great many have 
come from North Carolina. 

Question. Do you believe that they have come from North Carolina ? 

Answer. I believe it as much as I believe they are in existence, because I got it from 
the same source. 

Question. In the northern and western parts? 

Ajisiver. No, the northern and eastern parts, I intended to say. I have not heard of 
any in my part of the county, and I am very proud to state that in our box there has 
been no violence committed by the Ku-Klux that I have ever heard of. 

Question. Where is Mount Zion precinct? 

Ajistcer. Across west of here, about sunset. 

Question. Where is Beech Spring ? 

Answ'ei\ It is in Beech Spring Township, Spartanburgh County. 
Question. Have you heard of their operating there ? 
Ansxcer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you tak^ the democratic paper ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but frequently our paper is irregular. I would more likely have 
seen it in the Daily Union. 

Question. I find in the Carolina Spartan, the democratic organ published here, for 
February 2, 1871 

Ansicei'. I was not here, I was in Columbia then. » 

Question. an accountof a public meeting held at Beech Spring, in which Mr. M. B. 

Chapman was called to the chair. Do you know him ? 

Anstver. If it is Mark Chapman, I know him. He is a brother-in-law of the repre- 
sentative. 

Question. Is he a democrat ? 

Answer. I suppose so. I am not prepared to say. 

Question. At that meeting a committee to draft a preamble and resolutions was ap- 
pointed consisting of R. Turner 

Answer. Randolph Turner. 

Question. J. R. Frey, J. W. Wingo 

Answer. I do not know him. 
Questio?i. C. Thomasson, C. C. Turner 
Ansicer. There are two of them. 
Question. J. J. Caldwell ? 
Ansu'e}\ I don't know him. 
Question, P. Chapman? 
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Answer. I don't know liim by name. 
Question, Are the Turners democrats ? 

Ansiver, Col. Turner is a republican and ran against me the last time ; but C. C, the 
late representative, lives there, and X think he has a nephew of the same name. 

By J^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question. Which ran against you ? 
Answer. The old one. 

By Mr. Stevekson : 
Qnesiion. The older Turner lives right there? 
Answer. Yes, siF ; the other Turner also right close. 
Question. They say : 

" Whereas, in our opinion, the recent troubles so much talked of, of late, must have 
had their origin in certain organized political bodies known by the names of Union 
League and Ku-Klux : Therefore, be it 

'^Resolved, 1st. That we look upou such organizations as dangerous to the peace and 
quietness of the county, and propose to nse our efforts to arrest all such Organizations 
and bring them before the civil tribunal of the county, so soon as the judiciary is filled 
by officers competent to execute the law." 

Aud yet you say you never heard of the existence of the Ku-Klux in the western part 
of this county ? 

Answer. I said they were in the northern aud eastern part ; but this does not state 
that anything of this sort exists over there. I can explain ^^'^ly that thing was gotten 
up. I now recollect it. When I came np home Christmas, a man named Anthony 
Johnson had been killed and there was a good deal of excitement in tlie country ; aud 
I being a representative of the people, together with Duncan — I do not know whether 
the other two members were present — it being sales-day, we were called upou to ad- 
dress the people on the duties of citizens, and we requested that there should be meet- 
ings of that sort held in various towns to turn public sentiment, aud that is one meet- 
ing held pursuant to that action which we had taken. I think they were held in 
various portions of the county. 

Mr. Stevenson. The proceedings are reported in the Carolina Spartan of February 
2, 1871. [They are as follows :] 

PUBLIC meeting. 

" A public meeting was held in Beech Spring School District, No. 2, Mount Zion Pre- 
cinct, on January 21st, 1871, to consider the state of the country. Whereupon M. B. 
Chapman was called to the chair, and in a few brief remarks set forth our duty in the 
premises. After which he appointed a committee to draft a preamble and resolutions, 
consisting of R. Turner, J. R. Frey, J. W. Wingo, C. Thomasson, C. C. Turner, J. J. 
Caldwell, and P. Chapman, who set forth the following preamble and resolutions, as 
covering the causes of all the recent disturbances, andwhich were unanimously passed, 
after which the meeting adjourned : 

"Whereas, in our opinion, the recent troubles so much talked of, of late, must have 
had their origin in certain organized political bodies, known by the names of Union 
League and Ku-Klux : Therefore, be it 

" Resolved, 1st. That we look upon such organizations as dangerous to the peace and 
quietness of the county, and propose to use our efforts to arrest Ml such organizations 
and bring them before the civil tribunal of the county, so soon as the judiciary is tilled 
by officers competent to execute the law. 

Resolved. 2d. That these proceedings be. published in the Carolina Spartan. 

"N. B. CHAPMAN, Chairman. 

" R. Tukner, Secretary « 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I see that you addressed a letter to Mr. Trimmier, the editor of this paper, 
January 18, 1871, which is signed by Senator Foster and Representatives Duncan, 
Smith, Wofford, and Lyle jointly ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that followed just after our meeting. 

Question. Will you look at that paper and say whether that is the letter? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I signed that; I signed a pajier similar to that. I do not remem- 
ber the wording of it. 

[The letter is as follows : 

(From the Carolina Spartan, Spartanburgh, South Carolina, January 2G, 1871.) 
" F. M. Tkemmiee, Esq., Editor Carolina Spart(fn : 

"We have read with gratification your editorial in the issue of your paper of the 
12th instant with reference to the resolution unanimously jiassed by the i^uldic meet- 
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iiig hold on yales-diiy of Jaiuiary for the purpose (^f takiiit^ into consideration the ont- 
rages Avhich have recently occurred in portions of onr connty. We would heartily 
indorse your suggestion, that the people of Spartanhnrgh Connty hold suo-meetings 
for the purposes contemplated in the resolution referred to, which meetings should be 
composed of all citizens, without reference to political opinion or past differences, 
embracing all who have an interest in the quiet and good order of the county. Surely 
this is no time to discuss past records. It is folly to engage in cnuiination and recrim- 
ination. Let those who are wholly innocent cast the first stone. A genuine and abid- 
ing peace can be attained oidy by the restoration of mutual confldence and trust 
between all classes, and we are sure this can be accomplished through the meetings of 
the citizens as suggested. As far as the executive can contribute to this end, by the 
appointment of good officers to administer the laws, he has given us assurances of his 
intention to do so. We know that the good peoph» of Spartanburgh County will join, 
irrespective of party, in an earnest support of the laws and its officers in the legiti- 
mate discharge of their duties In the discharge of this high duty the citizens cannot 
afford to be circumscribed by party lines or fettered by party sympathies. 

" Let us all rise in this hour above the atmosphere which surrounds the partizan, and 
the work is already accomplished. We would reiterate your suggestions, and submit 
what we have said to the serious and honest consideration of our iellow-citizens, feel- 
ing assured that it will be received in the spirit in which we have written — ^in all sin- 
cerity and honesty of purpose. 

''JOEL FOSTER. 
*'A. R. DUNCAN. 
''U. M. SMITH. 
"J. L. WOFFORD. 
*-J. BANKS LYLE. 

" Columbia, January 18, 1871."] 

Question. What do you mean by saying in this letter, Surely this is no time to dis- 
cuss past records. It is folly to engage in crimination and recrimination. Let those 
who are wholly innocent cast the first stone ? " 

Ansircv, That was in regard to criminations. You see the political lines had been 
closely drawn, and a good deal of bad blood got up. Our ballot-box had been tam- 
pered' with, and the whole country excited. I didn't draught that. Mr. Duncan did it. 
^ly impression is that we intended to have peace, to let these past ditlerences go, and 
have all the good citizens iue(;t and restore confidence among each other : but unfor- 
tunately cold water was thrown upon it. While I was making my speech in there, 
men outside were saying it would be worth nothing— men whose statements to the 
country now would seem to have required them at that time to have been i)arties to 
making peace. This followed that. We wanted them to drop all these things. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. The political bitterness ? 
Ajmver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 

Question. Does it not mean more than that ; that nobody w^as to be prosecuted for the 
I)ast, but that the i)ast was to be buried ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; to bury the x^ast, have no more persecutions. 
Question. But what do you mean by persecution — arresting for Ku-Kluxing ? 
Ansiccr, O, no, sir. 

Question. Did you mean to expose the Ku-Klux Klan ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. When the box had been broken up, and such a desperate effort 
made to defeat us by these parties, it got their blood up, so we thought it was time to 
speak to them, and we would not have anything more to do with that matter, not to 
pass it, and it was drojiped. The contestants dropped it. 

Question. But how about the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I have not got through. Under this excitement there was at that time ih 
kind of public sentiment indorsing the action of the Ku-Klux. We wanted to coun- 
teract that thing. That was my view in having the meeting at the court'-house, to 
break down any public sentiment in favor of Kn-Kluxiug. 

Question. But did you mean to go back and dig up the Ku-Kluxing and punish the 
members ? 

AnsLVcr. Yes, sir; certainly we would have done that. 
Question. Why is it not done now ? 

Ans^vcr. How could I do it ? It is impossible ; I was not a judicial officer. If it is a 
fact that there is an organization as formidable as I have been told, and as desperat(^ 
as it is represented, I would be very foolish to attack them alone. Then at Glenn 
Springs, some time back— I don't remember the date of it, but directly after this man 
Wally Fow^ler was killed, probably two or three weeks afterwards, not far from that 

time 

48 t 
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Question. Was that before or after this card ? 

Jnsiver. It was after this card. It was after wo adjourned. It was during May. 
Dr. Smith had the names of twelve or fifteen men in the Carolina Spartan, renouncing 
allegiance to the republican party ; and he. Dr. W. F. Smith, told me the negroes re- 
quested him to ask me to meet them at Glenn Springs the succeeding Saturday, and 
xnake them a speech, and get a general understandin'g of the condition of the country, 
&c., a kind of citizens' meeting. I comydied with the request and went there. There 
were some resolutions adopted ; I have forgotten their character, but I tried to i)re- 
vent their assuming a political character. These negroes v>nshed we would try to get 
up a list or piece of writing and let them all sign their names to it. I objected to it 
on the ground that a good deal of bitterness existed against the negroes who were re- 
nouncing the republican party, and for their benefit I advised them not to i)ut them- 
selves in the public print ; and they took my counsel. Saturday morning I was called 
upon to address another meeting of like character, and they were very anxious to put 
their names in the Spartan, and I objected to that and gave my reason that there were 
men in that country, black and whiie, who w^ould molest them, and that the fact of 
putting their names in the public record vrould identify them so that they would be- 
come objects of violence from their own party. Ux^on that statement they declined 
signing that paper. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Dr. Winsmith has told about this meeting ? 
Ansiver. He was not at either of the meetings. 
Question. He spoke of a meeting there ? 

Anstver. That might have been at some other time ; he was not there at that meet- 
ing. 

Question. I think ho spoke of your being there. 

Ansiver. Last fall he and myself met at a political meeting. 

Question. I do not remember whether the doctor said he was there or not. He spoke 
of a Glenn Springs meeting, and I think he said you were there. 
Ansiver. He may have said so. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Instead, then, of coming out in the public print and renouncing their party, 
these nien just passed a i-esolution ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was at the Glenn Springs meeting ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And at the other they merely ratified them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not remend)er what the resolutions were. 

Question. How many colored people were present at either of these meetings ? 

Ansiver. I should suppose thirty or forty at Glenn Springs, and not more than half 
that at Walnut Grove ; but we met a good many negroes at Glenn Springs as we came 
away. 

Question. They made some mistake about the time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they concur in the action you had taken ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, so far as I know. I didn't converse with them. I rode off with 
C. C. Smith. 

Question. Was that your understanding ? 

Answer. Yes, .sir. They requested me to go back and make another speech to the 
negroes at Walnut Grove, but they said to me it was getting up excitement and would 
bring on trouble ; and I said, " Just stop it if it is going to bring you into trouble with 
your race." 

Mr. Stevenson. The proceedings of the Glenn Springs meeting, the Walnut Grove 
meeting, in Fair Forest Township, and the meeting at Limestone Springs, mentioned 
by this witness, and more fully by Colonel Gabriel Canuon, are as follows : 

[rrom the Carolina Spartan, Spartanburgh, May 25, 1871.1 
" For the Carolina J^partan. 

" Mr. Editor: At the request of the colored citizens of Glenn Springs Township, a 
meeting was held at that place on Saturday, the 20th instant, to confer "with the white 
citizens as to the best means of restoring peace in the county. A large number of both 
white and colored were present. Major E. P. Smith was called to the chair, and a 
committee of nine was appointed, consisting of four white and five colored, to arrang(^ 
business for the meeting. Dr. R. M. Smith addressed the meeting in a few pertinent 
remarks, stating the condition of the country, &c. 

"The committee reported the following preamble and resolutions, Avhicli were unani- 
mously adopted : 

" Whereas the present condition of our country demands that our people should 
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meet together to deviso some moans for the better preservation of peace, for the pro- 
tection of lilo and property, and for the snpport and maintenance of the laws. W<'. 
greatly deplore the present state of lawlessness that exists in the country, and earn- 
estly request all good citizens to use their influence in supi)ressing the same, that peace, 
order, and prosperity may reii^n throughout the entire country : 13e it 

•' JiCsoU'cdj That we, the colored citizens of Glenn Springs Township, who have here- 
tofore supported the radical i)arty, having been deceived by the leaders of that party, 
will no longer be used as tools or instruments in placing such men into office, but will 
li'Hv.ifter identify ourselves with the interests of the good people among whom we 
have been brought up. 

"We earnestlv request the citizens of other townships to hold similar meetings. 

^^E. C. SMITH, Secretary. 

Glenn Spiungs, South Cap.olina, Jirt ^/ 20, 167 1.'^ 

r [ From the Carolina Spartan, Spartanburgh, June 8, 1871.] 

For the Carolina Spartan. 

Mr. Editor: At the especial request of the colored citizens of Fair Forest Town- 
vhip. there was a meeting held at Walnut Grove oh the 27th ultimo, for the purpose of 
conferring with the peopie of the aforesaid township as to the best means of restoring 
]>eace and quiet in the country. Isi^ac Smith, esq., w^as called to the chair. After the 
favor of an address from Ur. R. M. Smith, explanatory to the present condition ot 
nttairs in the State, also fhe true intent of the present meeting, the proceedings of the 
(rlenn Springs Township were read by the chairman and were unanimouslv adopted. 

ISAAC SMTTH, Clmirmaiu 

F. W. HiGGiNS, Secretary. 
Walnut Gkove, J/^;// 27, 1871." 

[From the Carolina Spartan, Spartanburgh, February 2, J 

[communicated.] 
'^PUBLIC MEETING. 

Dear Spartan : There was a very large meeting of the citizens of Limestone 
Springs Township and surrounding country held at Limestone Springs on Saturday, 
21st ultimo. The Rev. M. C. Barnett was called to the chair, and P. O. Lemons ap- 
]){)inted secretary. The chairman briefly exi)lained the object of the meeting. Cap- 
tain Lyle and Colonel Cannon being i)resent were called on to «.ddress the meeting. 
Captain Lyle told of the acts and doings of the legislature. He said as to acts they 
acted a great deal, and as to doings they had done nothing. He regretted the con- 
dition of the country and advised all classes of citizens to yield in obedience to the civil 
law and assist in enforcing the same against all acts of outrage, such as had been prac- 
ticed in some sections of the county for several months past, saying it was both the 
duty and the interest of all to maintain law and order. Colonel Cannon spoke next. 
3Ie "said he was gratified to see so large an assemblage of both white and colored citi- 
zens. It showed i^lainly that they felt a lively interest in the peace and safety of the 
country. The condition of the country and the excitement (particularly in tlic legisla- 
ture) was such as to require every citizen to exert his influence in allaying the excite- 
ment and enforcing the civil law. He was gratified to know that the ollicers of the 
law had in no case been resisted, the sheriff could with safety go into any i)art of the 
county and arrest any man against whom he had a charge (viz, if he could find him) 
without opposition. He believed the prime cause of our troubles had been the action 
of incomxietent and corrupt officials, who, in their official cajiacity, had committed out- 
rages upon the rights of the people, causing them to feel as though all law was sus- 
pended and the will of those officials was the law of the land. But he was ghid to say 
to them that Governor Scott had sent a special agent to inquire into and report to him 
the facts. He had had several interviews with the agent, General Anderson, who said 
Governor Scott w^ould remove incompetent and bad men from office, and appoint 
honest and competent men in their stead. He, the speaker, replied, if the* C^overnor 
would fulfill that promise, he would pledge for the peace and good order of the count}' — 
other citizens of the county joined in the pledge, and he now hoped that large meetings 
of both colors and parties would unite in the pledge in good faith. ^Martial law had 
been threatened ; the governor was opposed to it, and we must sustain the governor 
in his inesent course. The speaker said he had not supported Scott heretofore, believ- 
ing liis administration to be opposed to the welfare of the people, but the pjist is gone; 
wo must sustain him when ho is right. 

'^The remarks of both gentlemen were v^^ell received by the whole crowd, supposed 
to be not less than two hundred and fifty white, and near two hundred colored citizens. 
We arc proud to say we have never seen a more harmonious meeting, good order and 
undivided attention the whole time. 
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A committee often having been ai)pointed, consisting of H. G. Gaffnoy, S. S. Ross, 
Thos. Little, T. W. Gaffney, J. L. McKown, M. M. Montgomery, Samnoi Littlejohn, 
William Waters, Rev. B. Bonner, and J. J. Magness, were "appointed, and, on motion, 
the secretary was added to prepare business for the meeting, who, after a short absence, 
submitted the following report : 

Whereas repeated acts of violence have been perpetrated in this township and sur- 
rounding country, all of Vvhicli are in opposition to the civil law and calculated to 
retard the prosperity of the country and lead to a state of barbarity and despotism, 
endangering the lives and liberties of our people : Therefore, be it 

" Resolved, That we, the law-abiding citizens of this vicinity and neighborhood, do 
deprecate these acts, and earnestly call on the perpetrators of such to desist, and aid 
in the restoration of ord er and quietude among us. 

liesolved, That we pledge our aid to the civil authorities in the restoration of peace 
and the security of the lives, liberties, and property of all classes of our people. 

" licsolved, That the secretary furnish the Spartan with a copy of these proceedings 
for publication. All of which was unanimously adopted. 

''P. O. LEMONS, >Sccrcfar^/. " 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Mr. Stevenson asked you what was the character of Moses in regard to 
jobs. I would ask you as to one only, because we have been a long time in your ex- 
amination. What was the impression there at Columbia in regard to the i^rofit that 
he made on the purchase of arms, rifled muskets, to be distributed to the negro militia i 

Answer. I could not tell you that ; I heard of a specified amount ; but there was a 
rumor of a large amount, and Hart, the private secretary of the governor, asked me to 
introduce a resolution looking into that, but it was at a time when the governor and 
all of them were very much down on me, and I did not do it. 

Question. Was it not the current belief that Moses bought those nmskets at ^;6, and 
sold them to the State at $8 apiece ? 

Answer. There was a rumor that he bought them at a speculation, so jnucli so that 
he came out in a card ; but I do not remember the nature of it. 

Question. Was it not understood that no private corporation bill could be passed 
without a bonus ? 

Anstver. That was the common rumor. 

Question. Was not a mystic exi^ression used when a member was applied to or spokeut 
of, that he had not ^' seen light" yet? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that was a common expression. 
Question. How was that understood ? 

Answer. That the proper man hadn't come to him with a tangible argument. 
Question. Was that common talk ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir, in the lobby ; and I have heard it from members on the floor. 
By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You say the governor, during last winter, agreed to accept the recommenda- 
tions of the democratic members from the different counties ? 
Answer. Yes, sir^ he did. 

Question. And to make changes in the offices where they recommended them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I believe he did in all the trial justices. That was all that we 
asked, and we did not change all of them, but two or three wo were willing to keep. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You mean as to this county ? 

Aimver. Yes, sir; some are holding over from their first appointment. They had 
given tolerable satisfiiction, and it was a request of the governor that if there were any 
rej)ublicans in the localities where officials were needed, with all the qualities that 
we required, that we must recommend them, and we did so. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. . Wheie you could not findprojier republicans, you recommended democrats ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That ought to be satisfactory to the x)eople of this county ? 
A hsiver. I have not heard any complaint of the trial justices. 
Question. You have not heard any comi)laint about officers since ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, not of any consequence. 
Question. Nothing that would justify Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. The most serious objection was by Dr. Bryant against Mr. Irwin, a 
republican. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is he a republican ? 
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Anstrer. Yes, Bryant ir a republican, and objected to Mr. Irwin. I suppose he Lad 
his reasons. Mr. Irwin had made a fall and f;iir statement in re'^ard to the last elec- 
tion and the boxes, which was against the interests of the doctor, and therefore he be- 
came nnpoprJar with this little ring. 

By the Ciiairm^in : 

Qiustion. Statements have been made — let them come from whom they may — inti- 
mating: tliat the funds placed at the service of this committee have been used to buy 
up testimony ? 

AnHtver. I nave not heard that. 

QucMiou. I understr.nd the tendency of this storj-, and I intend to follow it up as far 
as I can. Had you heard that Clem^Bowden wasVhipped before the committee was 
come into this town ? 

Ansicer. I have never heard of such a man. 

Questioi. Had you heard of Daniel Lipscomb being whipped before it was known that 
this committee was commg here ? 

Answer. I do not know him; he is a colored man. I heard of a Daniel Lipscomb 
being whipped last fall. I recollect, Avhen they were contesting our election in the 
legislature, that Daniel Lix>scomb was summoned before the committee on x)rivileges 
and elections. 

Question, Do yon know whether Mr. Gentry — a gentleman who has given color tothirj 
statement — swore him.self, before it was known that this committee was coming here, 
that both those men had been whipped ? 

Ansiver. No. sir, I do not know. 

Question. Did you know of the whipping of Mr. Genobles before you knew that this 
committee was coming here ? 

Ansive7\ Yes, sir, I knew it a week afterward at sales-day. He lives in my country. 

Question. Had you heard of a man named Elias Thompson being whipped, or called 
on by the Ku-Klux, before this committee came here ? 

Answer. I do not know him. 

Question. Did you know of Pinckney Dodd? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Of Julius Cantrell ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had you heard of Wallis Fowler? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the one that was killed. 

Question. Did yon hear of his being killed before this committee came here 
Answer. Yes, sir ; two days after it occurred. 
Question. And of his wife being abused ? 
Answer. No, sir; I did not hear that. 

Question. Did you hear of three other men being whipped the same night that Fowler 
was killed ? 

Answei; Yes, sir ; I heard of a man named Elias Finch being whipped about that 
time. It is Elias that used to belong to Finch. I saw him here yesterday, or the day 
before. I heard of a man named Matthew Lancaster being shot on that night, but no 
whipping that I remember. 

Question. Have you heard of a man named Jackson Surratt being whipped ? 

Answer. I do not know him. 

Question. You say there has not been much of this in your own immediate neighbor- 
hood ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know Isham McCrary ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I don't know him at all. 

Question. You had not heard before our coming here of his being whijiped ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had you heard of a man named James Henly being called upon and whip- 
i^ed befori? this committee came here ? 
Ansira\ I heard of his being called upon, but not of his being whipped. 
Question. Of Eli Hood 1 
Answer. I don't know him. 
Question. Had you heard of him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Of Samuel F. White ? 

Answer. Yes^ sir ; I heard that case spoken of. That, I think, occurred about the time 
Dr. Winsmith was shot. 

Question. Of A. H. Foster ; had you heard of his being called upon before the commit- 
tee came ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know the man. 

Question. Didn't you tell us about having heard of that ; the old man that they made 
to dance ? 
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Answer. I do not know biiu by those initials. Ilonston Foster is the man I am think- 
ing of. 

Question. That is the man. 

Ansicer. I heard of his being made to dance. I didn't know that those were hia;, 
initials. 

Questmi. Of Samnel Bonner, a negro man ? 
Answer. No sir. 

Question. Of Jefferson Huskins ? 

Answer. I didn't know such a man was in the county. 
Question. Of Matthew Lancaster ? 

Ansicer. Yes sir, I said liim. Dr. Snmpter Means, I heard, said he took a ball out of 
his head. 

• Question. You heard of Dr. Winsmit^ being shot before there was any tftlk of thi-i 
committee coming here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; two days after it occurred. 

Question. Of a man named Champion ? 

Answer. I have heard of an old man Champion, a magistrate in the Limestone coun- 
try, being whipped the day before the election. 

Question. Did you hear of John Lipscomb being whipped ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Of a negro named Henry Lipscomb ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. A number of those I have gone over you hAd heard of ? 
Answer. Ye^, sir ; those that I stated I had heard of. 

Question. You heard of these before the committee came here, or anything was said 
of the committee's coming here ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 



SrAKTAXBURGII, SoUTH CAROLINA, Juhj 13, 1871. 

GABRIEL CANNON sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Vax Tnr^iv : 
Question. Colonel, are you a resident of this county? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; I v/as born here^ and am now sixty-five years of age. 
Question. State to the committee what public trust you have held in the State of 
South Carolina. 

A7i8ica\ I was four years a representative before the war, and sixteen years, con- 
secutively, a senator — the first term commencing in 1842 and the last ending in 1862. 
I was elected to my last term in the senate in 1858, and it closed in 1862. 

Question. Is that all ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I was elected lieutenant governor of the State, 
Question. In what year ? 

Answer. In 1856, and was lieutenant governor for two years. It was a jn-actice in 
this State for the lieutenant governor to remain in his seat in the senate unless called 
upon to act as governor. I was not called upon, and retained my seat. 

Quesiion. The lieutenant governor was not at that time ex-ofjlvio i)resident of the 
senate ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. What else ? 

Ansicer. I was elected to the legislature under the provisional government in 1865, 
and sei*vetl for two years. During the war I did not run. I would not i)ermit my 
name to be used as a candidate. 

Question. Is that all ? 

Ansicer. Those are the public offices I have held. 

Quesiion. What was vour position in regard to the question of the secession of the 
State ? 

Ansicer. I was opposed to secession at the time. 

Quesiion. What was your position in the great contest in 1832 in nullification ? 

Ansicer. I was a quiet young man, though a Union man. 

Question. Did you take an active part in i^olitics ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was engaged in business. 

Question. But was opjiosed to the nullification party then ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was. 

Question. And was a Union man ? 

Ansicer. In 1852 I was opposed to secession again. Wc had a great contest here iu 
1852. I was opposed to secession then. I will observe, however, that when my State 
seceded I went with my State. 
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Question. And snstainecl it during the war ? 

Ansirer. Yes. sir ; and at the close of the war I went and took an oath to support the 
United States—the Constitution of tlie United States. I went to Greenvilie, and was 
there qualilied by the military that was there. I have observed or endeavored to ob- 
serve my oath religiously ever since. 

By the Chairman : 

Qucstiou. Colonel Cannon, the duty devolved upon the committee, under the resolu- 
tion under which they are appointed, is to inquire into the efficiency with which the 
laws arc executed in the late insurrectionary States, and the security of life, person, 
and ])roperty therein. Please go on and give the conmiittee any information you can 
which will tlirow light on these inquiries. 

Answer. Well, sir, 1 cannot call to my mind any time when the civil authorities have 
been resisted in any shape or form. 1 think, however, that the officers appointed to 
administer the laws have l)een to a great extent the cause of the laws not having been 
administered properly. The judges are elected by the legislature, as you are aware, 
T ])resume, and it has been our misfortuue to have inefficient judges here. The magis- 
tracy are all api^ointed by Governor Scott, and we feel that a great many of them have 
been very incompetent, and, we think, corrupt. The courts have been held, if not 
regularly, we have had frequent courts. Persons have been tried and convicted of various 
otienses when brought before tlie courts, and a goodly number, I do not knosv how 
manyt sent to the penitentiary, but from the penitentiary many of them have been 
lurned lo(^se upon the community, and have come back to their old haunts, or are in 
some other purf of the country. As to the security of life and property, I have heard 
nothing of any difficulty more*^ than ordinary; that is, nothing of a public character, 
until just before the last election — nothing at all. I vrill mention, however, that just 
before the last election, as I am informed, and I have no doubt of it, though of my own 
knowledge I know nothing of it, there was a difficulty happened above Limestone 
Si)rings ; that is, there v/ere, perhaps, a couple of men, and the report is that they 
Avere whipped. 

Question. Who were they? 

Answer. I think one was Chamiiion, if I mistake not, a white man, and the other was 
a negro. That is my recollection of it. I think that was the first I ever heard of any 
violence at all. My opinion is, if I am to state opinions Am I to give my opinion ? 

By :Mr. Y.vn Trump : 
Quesiion. Yes, sir; from the information you received generally. 

Ansicer. From general information, my opinion is, that the excuse at least given for 
that was, that there was a company of colored militia made up there, and that threats 
had been made by the colored militia, or the managers of election, that as each man 
went in t'o vote, they should go and vote one at a time between sentinels, and vote and 
retire. This is from information. 

By the Chairman : 

Quesiion. JIave you made such investigation of that as to enable you to give your 
belief as to whether it is true or not ? 

Answer. The information is such, and I have no doubt of such declarations having 
been made by those persons ; it was a kind of braggadocio, perhaps, before the election. 
I lU'csume that was what led to that occurrence, but I do not know. After the election, 
however — I think it was after the election, but I am not positive — certain parties went 
over, according to my information, with a trial justice, perhaps, and arrested parties, 
and. rumor says — I desire to be understood now that this is rumor — that these oflicers 
turned one prisoner at least over into the hands of a band of colored men that were 
a good deal excited, and rumor says they double-cpiicked that old man until he fainted. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Quesiion. What was his name ? 
Answer. O. P. McArthur. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. All, as far as I know, had been quiet; that is, there had been no outbreaks 
up to that time; that is, just before the election. I think one great cause was, that 
Governor Scott — at least it was done by his authority — had armed the colored people. 
In looking over the official documents, I see that over seven thousand stand of arms 
were handed out during the year, the times of issue running up to just about the date 
of the election — almost entirely before it. 

Question. Do you refer to this county or to the State? 

Answer. To the State. I saw it stated that a little less than two hundred came to 
this county, according to my recollection, and a large amount of ammunition was 
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handed out to various parties. That seemed to arouso the people, I th()u<:^ht, more than 
anything that had ever happened. That, to<;ether with the ai)|)ointuieiit of incom- 
petent, and, I think, corrupt officials, was one ot the j;reat causes of the disturbance;;, 
from the fact that up to that time they had been quiet; so far as I knew. You ask me 
as to the security of life ? 

Question. Yes, sir; of person and of ])ropcrty. 

jinsiver. There I have to speak from information entirely. There have heen tv> o 
murders conmiitted in this county. One, I think, Vv'as a colored man, who had been 
appointed trial justice, and I suppose that it was on account of his official acts. That 
is my information. The other was said to ho a very good, correct negro, on thf^ planta- 
tion of Dr. Jones, down here. Dr. Jones's son told me he did not think there was 
any politics in it, Init that his father had bought several x^lantations — some two, if uot 
more — which had been occupied by white renters ; that he had turned them off, and 
supplied their places with colored men, and he viewed that as a personal matter 
altogether. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 
Question. Was the name of the victim Wallace Fowler? 
Answer. Yas, sir. 

By the Citair^iax : 

Quesiion. Did you know Wallace "? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Go on with your statement. I desire to have your full statement, as y(ju 
wish to make it, without interrupting you with any special questions. 

Answer. As to the security of property, I cannot call to mind any destruction of 
property in this county. Rumor has it that a largo number of gin-lionses and barn:^, 
and perhaps other buildings in Y^'ork County, the adjoining county, just across the 
river, have been burned. I know of none in this county; that is, at this time my 
mind does not center upon any, and I have regarded juoperty geuerally as secure, but 
I have heard that incendiary language had been used to these colored people ; but this 
I do not know. 

Question. Is there any further statement you wish to make in answer to that general 
question ? 

Answer. I am thinking. I would like to be deliberate. Do you wish my opiuion as 
to the causes of disturbance? 

Question. 1 do not wish to dictate. I put the general question in the general form, 
and anything which you think will throw light on the two subjects of inquiry sug- 
gested we would be glad to have from you. 

Answer. As I observed just now, all was quiet up to that time, .and I think the causes 
of the disturbances were the arming of the colored pojiulation ; tho appointment of 
incompetent and corrupt officials to discharge the duties of the various offices, and the 
manner in which the last election was managed here. There arc various facts about 
that as to the bad mauagement of that election, which others are, perhai)s, better i)re- 
pared to give than myself. And we have frequently heard men say, " Why, v/hen a. 
man is convicted and sentenced to bei)unished, he is turned out." 1 think that during 
the last month there were, as I have observed in looking over the records, about tw o 
hundred and five pardons sent out, of which twenty-one were for whites, if 1 am not 
mistaken, and the balance colored men, pardoned and sent out, so that it seemed, even 
when the laws were executed and criminals sentenced, as if the executive dismissed 
them. 

Question. If that is the whole of the statement you wish to make, I will ask you a 
few questions. ,Y^ou say two hundred stand of arms were sent into this couuty ! 
Answer, Something less than two hundred. 
Question. Were they ever distributed ? 

Anstver. I do not know that they wei;e. I understood that a portion of them were 
sent out, but whether they w^ere distributed or not, I do not know. 

Question. Was not a large portion of them kept in the custody of the officer, here in 
this town ? 

Anstver. I. presume so — I do not know. 

Question. You know in the same manner in which you know these other facts, do you 
not, tha* the large bulk of them were deposited in t he jail ? 
Anstver. I understood they were deposited in the post office. 

Question. Either in the post office or jail, was not a large portion at one time left in 
the jail ? 

Answer. I do not know — I think so. 

Question. Then the large portion of them were not distributed in the county ? • 
Answer. 1 think not. 

Question. Was any negro company armed in this town ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 
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QiicsUon. Ilaa not the oider for aTirinc: the ijej^ro riiilitin been rcvoiad in tho State? 

Answer. I <lo not know tlint it lias generally. The j^overnor iiivit(ul a iiniDber of 
gentlemen, amon^ij ^vhom I was one, to eousnlt witli hini, and we i)ressed npou him the 
iieeessity of callinj^ in the arms. 

Qiiesfiou, Has not that been done in many of the connties? 

Ansivcr. So far as thiseonnty is eoneerned, they were not to any extent armed by the 
:?tate. I do not know that they were. 

Qiu'S'tiou. So far as tlie trial jnstiees oi- n»ag!strates in thif; eonnty of whom yon have 
spoken were eoneerned, were- they not at the instance of your members of tlie l<'f;is]a- 
tnre dismissed in every ease in Avhieh there was either ineonipeteney or conniption al- 
le«^ed, and new men appointed i 

Aiif^irei\ Latterly some of them have been, as I am informed. 

Qnesiioii. Has it not been done in every case in which tliere was a charge of either 
incompetency or eorniption in this county ? 

xivsurr. I cannot say — not being a member of the legislainre, I don't kno"\v what was 
done. 

Qursiion. Yonr information is, that whenever and wherever your members of the leg- 
islature, who are democrats, have represented to the governor that there were incom- 
petent or corrupt men in place, as trial justices, he has removed them and api>ointed 
others suggested by tb.ose gentlemen ? 

Amwer. The members of the legislature can better answer that than myself, as I am 
not informed. 

Que^itiou. AVhat is your information on the subject '? 

A}isuTr. I do know that some have been, but I do not know about all. 

Quesiion. So far as the election in this county is concerned, there was, I believe, com- 
plaint in reference to it? 

Ansivcr. Great com]daint. 

Question. As I understand, the republican members of the legislature were returned 
as elected, and a contest resulted : which side was returned as elected ? 1 do not ask 
for the history of the atlair, but the fact. 

A}isirer. My information is this: that the election boxes were returned here. I know 
they were guarded, lor. I think, it was nine or ten days. 

Question. Of w hich party were the members of the legislature who had the return at 
the opening of the session— republicans or democrats ? 

Answer, That needs an explanation;, at least my information is, that the republicans 
were returned in the majority return, but one of the commissioners of election made a 
minority return, and from the statements made there, the majority rejiort was set 
aside, and the minority report adopted. 

Question. I)o you mean by the State canvassers or in the State legislature ? I simply 
w\ant to get at the fact of who were the contestants, and who were the holders of the 
seats when the legislature met — to which ])arty did they belong ? 

Answer. The democratic i)arty were the holders. 

Question. And the republicans made a contest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. After that contest was made, the republicans withdrew^ from it, did they not ? 
Anstver. I am not prepared to say. They were there for some considerable time. 
Question. You are not acquainted wnth the transaction? 

Ansxcer. No, sir, not thoroughly. You will have others better acquainted with it 
before you. 

Question. So far as the arming of the militia is concerned, you think that the appoint- 
ment of corrupt men in the county to office, and the dissatisfaction with the election, 
may be given as the causes for these proceedings. Of course, dissatisfaction with the 
election could not account for those which occurred before the election ? 

Answer. The election law was then known just as well as now. 

Question. But the election proper, and the manner in which it was conducted, could 
not have been a reason for the acts committed previous to that time, as the whipping 
of Mr. Champion and Clem, liowden, &c. 

Answa: No, sir, of course not— anything that happened after the election ; but I 
understood it was for a kind of braggadocio. 

Qnestiou. Now, as to these whippings through the county, of which, I believe, the 
only instances yon have given are Champion and Bowden ; have any of them occurred 
since the removal of the trial justices, and since the contest for that election was 
settled ? ^ 

Answer. I presume they have, sir; I occasionally hear of such things. 

Question. Do you think that those causes, having been remedied, are still operative to 
account for them ? 

Answer. My impression is that the parties that are now engaged are parties operating 
in this way : It is a contest, I presume, between the laborers ; that is mv opinion— it is 
a set of men now that have, perhaps, but little property. I believe the general intel- 
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ligcnco and the property-holders of the country, throughout the country, or throughout 
my county, so far as I am informed, deprecate anything like violence very much. 

Question, Then you think just now that those engaged in «his business were carrying 
on a contest between the two classes of laborers ? 

Ansiver. I think that is part : of course there is private revenge. 

Question, Am I to infer that the first cases were inaugurated l)y a different class from . 
these ? 

Answer. I would not be surprised if better men were engaged at first ; this is a bare 
opinion. 

Question. What was their pur])ose ? 

Answer, According to my inl«ormation, it was because of the bad government, and 
the excitement growing out of it. 

Question. Was it their purpose to overthrow this had government by that kind of 
violence ? 

Answer. I think not. I do not think there has been any disposition to oppost^ the 
General Government in any shape or form. 

Question. What was to be the eftect of their banding together to commit such an act, 
for instance, as that against Champion ? Was tbat to anticipate violence by violeuee 

Answer. I think it was, as I said just now, brought about by his braggadocio, from 
what I learned. 

Question. You think men of good character were engaged in these operations in the 
beginning ? 

Answc7'. I do not know as to that. I think probably men of better character at first 
than now. 

Question. Colonel, that is one of the mysteries that has struck me ; and from you as 
an intelligent gentlenian, and one long acquainted with this State, that have long 
been in public life here, I would like to know if there is no knowledge of who these 
men are, and the individuals ? 

Ansivcr. I have none. 

Question, Where is it you got your impression or belief of the causes from ? 
Answer. From general rumor. 
(^>jicsa'o?i. "Who says this ? 

An8we7\ I cannot give you any individuals now, but the rumor comes in. We see 
newspaper statements, and we "know that such things exist. For instance, as the 
election law, and the bad ofiicials. 

Question, Is it your belief that the men who give these excuses are the men who 
commit the offenses ? 

Answer. I cannot say. 

Que.'ition, You have a belief on the subject ? 

Ansivei'. No, sir j I cannot say that I have any oi)iiiion as to who commit the 
offenses. 

Question, But you have now given your opinion as to the causes ; will you state by 
whom you have heard such causes assigned f 

Ansicer. 1 do not know that I ever heard any man assign particularly the causes. It 
is only in general conversation. It is my opinion from the outrages, because I have 
seen that the public mind has been greatly agitated from those causes. I cannot refer 
you to any individual, as I said befoj-e. 

Question. Yet you think men of principle, who are interested in the good order of 
society, would enter into a lawless organization f 

Answer. I cannot think so, sir. 

Question. Do you think lawless men, men who disregard the law themselves, would 
be so much interested in the preservation of order as to organize for the piiipose of 
punishing those who they themselves think are disobeying the law ? 

Answer. In many instances, or in some instances, 1 will say, these trial justices have 
rendered themselves obnoxious to individuals, and I think a great deal of this has 
been private matter. 

Question. But I wish to get at the elements which compose this organizatiou. You 
say you do not think men of principle would enter a lawless organization ? 
Answer. I do not think they are. 

Question, Then would lawless men undertake to correct what you complain of as 
evils and violations of law by organizing to punish them in this way f Would not their 
sympathies be with the bad men who w^ere breaking the laws ? 

Answer. When men become excited and feel i^ersonal injuiy, they sometimes do 
things they would not otherwise do. 

Question, Then out of what element is it your belief that the organizations which 
commit these ofienses, violations of lav/, whatever they may be, are couiposed 'i 

Answer, 1 have told you they are mostly now by small bauds of men, and very often 
for private revenge, or something of the kind. And I believe, further, that there are 
Kome persons — 1 say this from information and from the statement of Dr. Jones's son 
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particularly— w lio v/ould seem to like to liavo the negroes out of tlio way to get better 
homes. 

Question, You say you Lave beard of Wallaee Fowler as a harmless man by char- 
acter ? 

Jiisurr. Yes, sir; I do uot know that I ever heard of him before his death, but 
afterward I heard him spoken of as a good negro. 
Question. You do not know his family 1 
AuRU'cr. No, sir*; nothing of him at all. 

Quest ion. Knowing these colored people, or at least many of them, if their state- 
ments were to the elfeet that the men v/ho called upon them gave other reasons — 
political reasons — what efieet Avould that have upon your belief as to the causes of 
these acts of violence? 

Answer. Will you state that agaiu ? 

Question. If these colored people called upon, as Wallaee Fowler was visited, were to 
give in testimony the statement that political reasouy were assigned by the persons 
who committed the outrages upon them, what cflect would that statement have upon 
your belief as to the causes of these acts of violence f 

Answer. I do not know. I nuist confess that I have but little confidence in the mass 
of colored testimony; their want of intelligence is such, and then, I think, they have 
been drilled in these Union Leagues, and sworn — that is what I understand — until 
they are completely uuder the control of certain men. Theii" voting appears to have 
bee'u entirely controlled by them, and uuder all these circumstances there are very 
few of them I could put much confidence in. As to the mass of testimony coming 
from them, I must say it would be of very doubtful character to me. 

Question. Have they enough intelligence to fabricate a story, and sustain it upon 
cross-examination, as a rule i 

Answer. You are a better jud^e of that than I am. 

Question. You have given their want of intelligence as a reason for not having confi- 
dence in their testimony ; that prompted my inquiry. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. And I understand you to answer that the Senator is better qualified to 
judge of these particular negroes, because they have been before us? 
Ans'd'er. Yes, sir; I am speaking of these particular ones. 

ijy the Chairman : 

Question. Have they generally intelligence enough to fabricate a story, and sustain 
themselves before a court upon cross-examination ^ Have they that kind of shrewd- 
licss ! 

Answer. My opinion is that they have had assistance. 

Question. That is a matter in which we are vitally interested, and one in which we 
]>vopose to make some inquiry before Ave get through. Who, so far as these witnesses 
are concerned, do you believe has given them assistance ? 

Answer. I do not know these witnesses, sir. I do not know any man here. I spoko 
of the Union League. 

Question. I make this question direct. Do you assert or believe that any witness 
called here has been drilled or trained to give testimony before this committee f 
Ansicer. I do not know. 

Question. If so, I intend that the person who has done it shall bo disclosed. 
A uftwer. I have no knowledge of it at all. 

Question. Who has started that statement for the purpose of alfecting either the tes- 
timony of the witnesses or the reputation of this committee f I have heard the state- 
ment before; it has been sworn to h(^re by one gentleman. 

Answer. I just give my opinion. You have seen their character and intelligence. 

Question. Then you do not undertake to say that any witness examined here, either 
according to your information or knowledge, has been drilled or trained to give his 
testimony here ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not pretend to say that. I spoke of negro testimony in general. 
I do not know who you have had before you. 

Qucf^tion. So far as negroes are concerned, we have your opinion. Do you know Dr. 
Winsmith ? 

Answer. I do, sir. 

Question. Do you know his wife ? 

Answer. I barely know her. I cannot say that I have any acquaintance with her. 

Question. If a band of these men (jf this organization were to call upon such a gen- 
tleman as Dr. Winsmith, and say to his wife that if he did not belong to the republi- 
can organization he ought to come out and say so in the public newspapers, would you 
attribute any political motive to such a visit as that, he being absent from the room at 
the time when they said this to his wife ? 
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Anstcer, Well, sir, it seems as though that question required me to explain liia poli- 
tics. 

Question. What is that ? 

Answer. If a band of men called and said lie must explain what side he belonged to, 
that would seem to be a political question, sir, of 'course. 

Quesiion. Upon this question of the character of the testimony here, if Dr. Winsmith 
were to make that statement before this committee, or any tribunal, would you dis- 
credit it ? 

Answer. I could not discredit him, sir. 

Question. Do you kuow a Mr. Henley, in this county ? 

Ansieer. What is his first name ? 

Question. James Henley. 

Answo: I do not think I do. I do not remember that I do. 
Quesiion. Do you know Reuben Bryant / 
An^icer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, if Reuben Bryant were to make a statement of that character, would 
you credit it? 

. Answer. Mr. Bryant lives a considerable distance from me. I cannot si\y that I am 
intimate with him. I know nothing to the contrary, though, sir. 

Question. Do you think that is a community in which the rights of individuals are 
secure where means of that kind are resorted to to influence political opinion, and mei 
escape punishment for such offenses ? 

Answer. No, sir, unless a restraint could be put upon it. 

Question. In other words, if Dr. Winsmith may be intimidated by a baud of tha 
class of men to-day, you may be to-morrow by a class on the orher side ^ 

Answer, If lawlessness is to go unpunished, of course no nuin is secare. 

Question. Is there any doubt about the fact in this county that numerous men hav^ 
been visited hy this very organization you have spoken of— let its original ])urpose be 
what it may — and required publicly to renounce their political opinions ? 

Answer. I have seen a good many renunciations in the papers, but I cannot say why 

Question. Had that i)ractice ever develoiJed in this county prior to the last election ? 

Ansiver. Not that I recollect of. 

Question. You have resided in the county how long ? 
Answer. Sixty-live years — born here. 

Question. Either under your state of affairs before the war, or since, had that practice 
ever j)revailed until since the last election ? 
Answer. 1 do not say since the last election, for I do not remember when this began. 
Question. Did it begin before the last election ? 

Answer. I cannot say. You asked me of the old regime; under the old regime I 
never heard of such a thing. 

Question. Or since the war until after the last election ? 

Answer. I cannot say ; I think it was prior to the last election in some cases. 

Question. Have there been any cases to yonr knowledge in this county in which this 
killing by this organization, whatever it may have been, has been indiscriminate, so 
far as party is concerned, or have they been confined to one party; and, if so, to 
which one ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I am not able to answer that question directly. My opinion is, 
from my best information, that the majority of them have been of the democratic 
party. 

Question. The majority of those visited f 
Answer. O, no, sir. 

Question. The, majority of those who composed the organization ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that is my opinion. 

Question. I will repeat the "question, as I see that my question was open to the mis- 
construction you put upon it, and I will put it again in this form i Do you know of 
instances in which these persons have called upon and either punished democrats or 
required them to denounce their x>olitical faith ? 

Answer. There are some men — I really cannot tell you what their politics are. 

Question. Are there any in which you have known them to be active and decided 
democrats ? 

Ansicei: Well, sir; there is Bates. I really am not able to say what General Bates 
is himself. He has been spoken of as a democrat. 

Question. Is he not understood to have acted at the last election in favor of Governor 
Scott ? 

Answer. 1 am not prepared to say. 

Quesiion. You do not know of your own knowledge how that is ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Is General Bates's case under investigation in the courts ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He is indicted for shooting a man alleged to have visited his house ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qitcsiion. Ami I iiiny s.^y here that that is the only reason wo have for not calliu^j^ 
him here. 

Answer, lie is now under bonds for trial, as I learn. 
Question. Have you answered the question fully ? 

Answer. There are men that have l^een arrested and brought here ^YhoI do not know. 
I do not know them personally or politically. 

Qnesfion. You mean arrested tor these Kn-Klux offenses ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; and now in jail. 

(Jitesiion. You referred to two linndred and five x)ardons. 
Answer. That is what is reported. 

Question. It is not stated in connection with the numbers of pardons, in the gov- 
ernor's message, that a large portion of tliem were convicts whose terms of im^^rison- 
meut were about to expire ? 

Answer. I have not it before me, and cannot answer. 

Question. On i)age 4 of the governor's message I find the following, and I will remark 
that you are correct in saying that there are two hundred and five ])ard(>ns: 

" Such as are enumerated as pardoned mainly consisted of those whose terms were 
about to expire, and who were recommended for their good behavior by the superin- 
tendent. By anticipating the expiration of their sentence, the criminal generally 
avoids the deprivation of his civil rights, many of vrhich would be forfeited by their 
consumm.ation. The eliect of this leniency is stated by the superintendent as being 
most salutary in promoting good behavior among the convicts, and enabling him, from 
day to daj', to designate large numbers of the convicts for Avork as laborers, teamsters, 
and mechanics, without the presence of a guard, outside the incloeure of the prison, 
and not one has betrayed the confidence thus reposed in them." 

Is not that the statement which the governor made in connectioli with the number of 
pardons f 

A)iswer. You have read it. I presume so. 

Question. Is it unusual with the executive of this State, or any of the States, to pur- 
sue that course, either to prevent the forfeiture of civil rights or for other reasons ? 

Answer. I am not prepared to say, because formerly wc had no penitentiary, and, of 
course, there was no such i)ractice then; and as to the jiractice in other States, I am 
not prepared to say, sir. 

By Iklr. Van Trujip : 

Question. If I understand you, you said,^ in reply to the chairman, that up to the 
time of the last election, or shortly before it, things were quiet in this county ? 
Answer. Entirely quiet, as far as my knowledge goes. 

Question. And it was tlais terrible experiment of arming the negroes that was the 
great cause of uneasiness and alarm of the jieople, and the excitement throughout the 
country ? 

Answev. I think that was one of the prime causes, and perhaps the principal cause. 

Question. In the then state of feeling between these two races. Ijowever produced, 
whether growing naturally out of their relations, or superinduced by bjid men and bad 
advice to the negroes, was it not the most dangerous thing that could hav(i been con- 
ceived to arm the negroes ? 

Ansiver. I think so. 

Question, Especially if it is the fact that the w^hite men were refused arms from the 
same quarters f 

Answer. The white men were refused arms. A company w^as made up in this coun- 
ty — this village, really, and they were not received. ^ 

Question. The chaiiman has asked you to explain a great deal of the operations of 
this Ku-Klux organization : is it possible for any man to ex^ilain all their actions and 
vagaries ? 

Ansu-er. I think not, sir. 

Question, The whole theory being that they are a disguised party, they would proba- 
bly be as likely to disguise their expressions as their bodies ? 
\insw(r. Yq^, sir. 

Question. I quote a question to and an answer by a witness, as it appears in Miscella- 
neous Document No. 17, part 2, House of Representatives, Forty-first Congress, 
second session, page 27, in the contested case of Mr. A. S. Wallace vs. W. D. Simpson, 
fourth coijgrcssional district, South Carolina: 

" Question. Did you hear tlie speech of Gabriel Cannon and Dr. Blake on that day ? 

^'Answer. I did. 

" Question. Did Mr. Cannon threaten colored voters if they voted the republican 
ticket? 

Answer. Ho did. He said, ^ We own the lands ; you live on them ; you eat our bread 
and meat, and if you vote for our enemies, the radicals, you will get your earth, two 
by six; you will go like the Indians, and your bones will whiten our hill -sides.''" 
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Question. Is that a correct interpretation of what you said in the speech to which he 
alhides ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir. 

Qucsiion. The ahove is an extract from the testimony of H. H. Foster ? 

Answer. He is a colored man here in town. That was in the canvass of 1868. It was 
in reply to a speech made by Major Wallace, who was then a candidate for Congress. 
In his speech he referred to rae twice to prove that he had been a faithful representa- 
tive, <fec. We had been in the legislature for many years together. The second time 
he mentioned my name I rose up and said, " When the speaker is through (or when 
the gentleman is through) I will explain.^' 

Question. Was this a republican or a democratic meeting ? 

Ansiccr. It was a republican meeting. I was sitting quietly. He referred to me as I 
observed, and the second time that he referred to mo to prove his course I said that. 

Question. Did ho refer to you upon any x>rincipal question^ or in regard to his course 
generally ? 

Anstver. I think one of his r(*ferences was in relation to a bill that he had introduced 
in the legislature of South Carolina to put free negroes into slavery. I was in the leg- 
islature at the time. When I got up 1 addressed both white and' colored. 1 told the 
negroes that thfey had been deceived; that they had been promised, as I understood, 

forty acres of land.^' That was the common expression all over the country that 
they had been iDromised, as I understood, " forty acres and a mule." I told thvm the 
various ways in which they had been called into the night Leagues, d c., and asked them, 

On whose land now do you live ? Have you got the land ?" These, now, may not be 
the exact words, but this is the purx^ort of what I intended to say. I said, If you 
wait for them "—or that was on my mind— I said, If you wait for them, all you 
will get from them will be three by six." I think that w^as what I said. You read two 
by six; I said three by six. My intention was to convey the idea to them that they 
would never get that land, but if they followed this delusion — not tbat we would 
give them this, but that all they w^ould get would be three by six. That was what I 
intended to convey. There was a Mr. Scott ; is he reported there ? 
Question. I do not know. 

Ansicer. He was present at the time. In the investigation he was in Columbia and 
he was gotten before the investigating committee, as I understood. I happened in 
Columbia very soon afterward. Mr. Scott came to me and told me he was dissatsihed ; 
that he thought he had been misreported in his testimony. He told me what his testi- 
mony was and desired to correct it. I w^ent with Mr. Scott then, as he desired to cor- 
rect it, to hunt up his testimony and see whjvt he had sworn to. But upon application 
at Mr. Wallace's office, young Mr. Wallace informed us that he could not lind the tes- 
timony, and that he supposed that his father had taken it away. 

Question. You never saw this testimony until you saw it quoted in the speech by the 
Hon. Mr. Stevenson ? 

Answer, I never saw it until I saw that, and Mr. Scott went with a desire, as he said, 
to have it corrected. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. 'J do not find any testimony by a man named Scott in this document except 
Governor Scott. 

Answer. It is Thomas C. Scott. That statement is, according to my recollection, the 
purport of what I said. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. [Submitting a document.] Examine that official report in regard to the 
penitentiary and see you have stated the number already as an aggregate. Now state 
the number of white persons, pardoned and of black. 

Ansiver. I looked over this yesterday. The number of white persons, if counted 
correctly, was twenty-one, and of colored one hundred and eighty-four. 

Question. I will ask you whether under the law of South Carolina it makes any dif- 
ference whether prisoners are pardoned just before the expiration of their teinis, or at 
any other time, as to their political status ? 

Ansicer. I am informed that it does, sir. 

Question. Does it make any difference when a prisoner is pardoned, whether a short 
or a long time before the expiration of his term ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I presume not. 
Question. He retains his franchise ? 

Ansicer. If ho is pardoned before his term expires, he retains his franchise. 

Question. I have made an abstract from the report of the adjutant general of South 
Carolina just published, and not yet distributed, of the number of arms issued during 
last summer, to the negro militia of this State. I will ask you if I called upon you 
with me to compare this abstract with the official document itself? 

Ansicer. You did. 
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Question. [Siibmittiug the docnnicnt below given.] Is that the paper we comparetl ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that is the paper, for I have drawn off a copy of it myself. 
Question. What is the grand total of arms furnished ? 
Answer. Seven thousand two hundred and twenty-two stand of arms. 
Question. Were the most of them rifle muskets, as diotiugnished from Winchester 
rifles ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; most of them. These arms v;ere handed out to white men in many 
instances — Joe Crews, for instance. 
Question. Name any others. 
Answer. I do not remember any others. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. To whom at this place ? 
Answer. To General J. C. Winsmith here. 
Mr. Stevenson. And understood to be for tlie negro militia? 
3Ir. Van Tkump. Was there any other organized militia f 
Answer. Not that I know of, sir. 
The document above mentioned is as follows : 



1870. 

^larch 1. Captain H. L. Benford 60 rifle muskets. 

No date. Captain Jos. Green 

March 1. Captain AY. H. Mishaw 

No date. Captain Josei)h W. Lloyd 

Captain P. L. Miller 

" Captain J. H. Stewart 

" Captain George Smith 

June 28. Captain J. S. Smith 

Aug. 3. Captain 11. C. Minot 

May 15. Captain William J. Thomas 

May 15. Captain Jacob Thompson , 

June 7. Captain Benjamin Williams 

June 10. Captain Walter Maxy, jr 

June 18. Captain J. J. Goodwin 

June 18. Captain John T. Gilmore • 

June 21. Captain Theodore Ingles , 

June 22. Captain R. O'Neale, jr 

May 21. Lieutenant Colonel Kobert Smalls 

Aug. 1. Col. P. L. Wiggiu 

Sept. 28. Major i. N. Ilayne 

Juno 18. Captain J. A. lierry 

Julv 15. Captain Iw. W. Cousart 

June 13. Hon. T. J.Coghlan..„ ' , 

Sept. 21. Cax:)tain Columbus Shiver 

Aug. 29. Captain Sandy Stratford 

Aug. 3. Captain Samuel Keith 

Aug. 3. Captain Alexander Owens 

June 21. Captain Cary Harris 

June 21. Captain Vv'ailace Morgan 

Sept. 2. Captain Isham Kaiford 

June 24. Captain Isaac Wryuis 

June 13. Captain J. D. Boston 

June 3. Captain J. P. Hudson , 

Jime 13. Captain J. T. Henderson 

June 13. Cai>taiu M. S.Young : 

Aug. 8. Captain A. S. Richjirdson 

Oct. 7. Captain John H. Payne 

Sept. 3. Captain J. Embly 

Sept. 15. Captain C. H. Green 

Oct. G. Captain E. L. Mann 96 breech-loading rifles. 

Aug. 18. Captain Henry Kennedy 98 rifle muskets. 

Sept. 23. Brigadier General J. C. Winsmith.... 192 do. , 

June 30. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 300 do. 

Aug. 2. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 320 do. 

Aug. 18. Captain L. Dow Reed 82 • do. 

Aug. 18. Captain J. A. Walker 98 do. 

Aug. 18. Captain JMilton Wallace 98 do. 

No date. Captain James Williams 96 do. 
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1870. 

June 23. Captain John Lee OG rifle muskets. 

June 25. Captain W. L. Kce 

June 24. Captain Andrew Stewart 

June 17. Captain James II. Cook 

June 23. Captain Andy Walker 

June 10. Captain Henry Johnson 

July 9. Captain Thomas Moorehead 

Sept. C. Captain Jacob Moore 

No date. Captain George Adams 

No date. Chief Constable J. 13. Hubbard 

Oct. 25. Chief Constable J. B.IIubbard 

No date. Superintendent of Penitentiary, C. J. Stolbrand.. 

June 13. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 

Oct. 10. Captain Auj^ustus Cooper 

Oct. 22. W. F. Hague, Esq 

Oct. 20. James M. Allen 

Oct. 1. C. C. P;ilfer 

Oct. 8. Thomas Anderson 

Oct. 27. D. R. Phifer and H. C. Corwin 

June 21. John N. Sumpter 

June 15. H. E. Hayne 

Total , 
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Question. [Submitting a document below given.] There is an abstract in regard to 
the amount of ammunition issued, taken from the same public document. Did I with 
you compare that abstract with the official record itself, and if so, is it correct 1 

Answer, You did. 

Question. What is the aggregate number of rounds of ammunition ? 
Answer. Eighty-eight thousand two hundred— if there is no mistake in the addition, 
and I believe there is not. 
The docnment above mentioned is as follows : 



AMMUXITIOX : 



1870. Eounds. 

Aug. 1. Colonel William N. Taft 10, 000 

Mav 15. Captain William J. Thomas 500 

Aug. 1. Colonel P. L. Wiggin 5, 000 

Sept. 28. Major James N. Havne : 1, 000 

Oct. 18. Lieutenant Frank Carter .500 

Aug. 29. Captain Sandy Stratford 500 

June 21. Captain Carey Harris , 2,000 

Oct. 7. Captain P. R. Rivers . 500 

July 1. Samuel Dogan 10,000 

Oct. 6. Colonel E. L. Mann 1, 000 

Sept. 27. Captain Henry Kennedy 500 

Sept. 23. Brigadier General Winsmith 5, 000 

No date. T. J. P. Owens 10, 000 

Aug. 31. J. S. Mobly 10, 000 

June 30. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 2,000 

Aug. 2. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 8, 000 

Aug. 26. Major J. C. Roister 10,000 

No date. John B. Hubbard, chief constable 8, 150 

No date. C. J. Stolbrand 700 

June 13. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 1,000 

Oct. 22. W. F. Hague 400 

Oct. 20. James M. Allen 150 

Oct. L C. C. Puffer 450 

Oct. 8. Thomas Anderson 250 

Oct. 27. D. R. Phifer and H. C. Corwin 600 



Total 88,200 



Question. Do you know anything of a Company H, Second Regiment National Guards, 
South Carolina, under the command of Captain R. O'Neill, jr. ? 
A^mver, No, sir. 
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Question. [Submitting a document below given. ] There is another abstract made in 
the same way. Did you with myself compare that abstract with the original official 
record, in regard to the monthly expenditures of tlio contingent fund of the governor 
for the last year, (1869 and 1870) " T 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it correct to our comparison ? 
Answer. It is correct according to the additions made there. 
Question, What is the gross amount expended that vear t 
Answer. $49,386 27. 

The above mentioned document is as follows : 

Monthly expenditures of the contingent fund of the governor for 18C9-'70 ; 



November, 1869 S5, 890 56 

December, 1869 12,637 00 

January, 1870 4,267 37 

February, 187^ 6, 445 76 

March, 1870 5,848 68 

April, 1870 1,492 00 

May, 1870 2,522 40 

June, 1870 1,461 90 

July, 1870 1,708 93 

August, 1870 1,595 30 

September, 1870 1,836 10 

October, 1870 3,683 35 



Total for one year 49, 386 27 



Question, [Submitting a document below given. ] There is an abstract of the other 
contingent funds, made from that same document, that we in like manner compared 
with that official record ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; it is correct. It contains several contingent -funds of different 
departments. The contingent fund of the other officers was $41,987 12, 

Question. Now add the governor's contingent fund to that, and what is the grand 
total of the contingent expenses for the State of South Carolina for that year? 

Answer. $91,373 39. 

The above mentioned document is as follows : 



Contingent fund, secretary of state, for 1870 $1, 000, 00 

" comptroller general's office, for 1870 992,70 

state auditor, for 1870 1, 309, 45 

" ' state treasurer, for 1870 926,69 

superintendent education, for 1870 900,00 

" attorney general, for 1870 992,98 

adjutant and inspector general, for 1870 2, 500, 00 

chief constable, for 1870 500,00 

" legislative library, for 1870 395, 50 

" contingent accounts, for 1870 31, 434, 65 

*^ " supreme court, for 1870 1,035,15 



41,987, 12 

" governor 49,386,27 



Grand total 91, 373, 39 



Question. [Snbmittin|^ a document.] Here is an abstract of certain special expendi- 
tures from the same official record ; did we, in like manner, compare that with that 
record ? 

Ariswer, I do not remember that 

Question. 1 find the salaries set out in this document for 1870, at $185, 830 34. Is that 
the official report of the comptroller general for 18C0 V 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Please read over the several salaries as reported in this document.^ 
Answer, Under the head of " Estimates of supplies required for the support of the 
gOYemment for the year commencing the 1st of October, I860," I find these items : 



Salary of the governor $3, 500 

Salary of private secretary of the governor 500 

Salary of the messenger of the governor , .... 250 

49 t 
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Salaries of clerKs of senate and house of representatives $2, 500 

Salaries of other officers of senate and house of representatives 1, 600 

Salaries of the keeper of the State-house and librarian . 1, 700 

Salary of the chief justice 3, 50O 

Salaries of chancellors and judges , 30, 000 

Salaries of attorneys general and solicitors 5, 600 

Salaries of clerks and messengers of court of appeals 1, 700 

Salaries of librarians of courts of appeals 400 

Salary of State reporter 1, 500 

Salary of comptroller general 2, 000 

Salary of comptroller's clerk 750 

Salaries of two treasurers 3, 600 

Salaries of the assessor for St. Philip's and St. Michael's 1, 000 

Under the head of " Soutli Carolina College : " 

Salaries of president and professors of South Carolina College $20,500 

Salaries of other officers of the institution 1, 700 

Salary of commissioner to superintendent public works 150 

Salary of adjutant and inspector general 2, 500 

Salary of quartermaster general 500 

Salaries of arsenal keepers and physicians 1, 900 

Salary of secretary of state, for military commissions 800 

Salary of superintendent fire-proof building, Charleston 100 

Salary of port physician 800 

Salary of physician to jail 500 

Salary of physician to citadel magazine ; 500 



Question, Turn to the same report and see what was expended for the support of the 
University of South Carolina for that year. 

Answer. It was then called the South Carolina College. It is the same institution 
with the name changed. It is $24,200. 

Question. Turn to the item in the report for the present year and state what amount 
is it f 

Answer. " Support of the University of South Carolina, $3,615 78." That is in the 
report for the year ending October 31, 1870. 

Question. Is it possible that, the salaries of the xirofessors may be included in the 
statement of salaries amounting to $185,830 34 ? 

Answer. That may be so, sir. 

Question. Was it a law or custom in South Carolina, prior to the war, to furnish a 
mansion for the governor ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. There was, I think, generally appropriated either three or four 
hundred dollars for rent. I think it was $300 for rent of the governor's house. 

Question. Read these two items in the report for the year ending October 31, 1870, as 
to the governor's house. 

. Answer. " Fitting up grounds, governor's mansion, $1,424 69." 
"Fitting up governor's residence, $4,970 98." 

Question. Please read from, the report for 1870 the expenses of the legislature at their 
regular session. 

Answer. " For tho fiscal year ending October 31, 1870, legislative expenses, regular 
session, 1869, $210,540 98." 

Question, Now read the corresponding item in the report of the comptroller general 
for 1860. 

Answer. " Comptroller general's report commencing 1st October, 1860 : pay of mem- 
I)ers, solicitors, &c., $18,000." That is the estimate of supplies j both are estimates. 
It was always made so much, if so much would be necessary. 

Question. [Exhibiting a document.] Is that the official report of the comi)troller 
general for 1855 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Turn to page 47 of that document under the head of *^ Estimate of supplies 
required for the support of the government for the year commencing October 1, 1855," 
in regard to the estimated cost of the legislature, and read that. 

Answer. Pay of members, solicitors, &c., $18,000." 

Question. Were these estimates generally correct, colonel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think they were generally covered. 

Question, How long did the session of the South Carolina legislature ordinarily last 
daring those years that you were a member of it ? 
Answer. A fraction over three weeks, generally. 
Question. How long do they last now ? 

Answer. The extra and regular session of 1868, 1 think, ran over nearly six months 
— the two sessions together. 
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Question. What is the difTerenco between the pay and mileage of members now and 
in 1855 and 1660? 

Aimm\ In 1855 and 1860 the pay was ^3 per diem, and the milage 10 cents per mUe. 
Now the per diem I understand to be !$^6, and the mileage 20 cents per mile. 

Question, I find an item here of expenditure for the fiscal year ending October 31, 
^870, *'PaHl committee of investigation, third congressional district, §17,583 65." I3 
lliat all that was paid that committee, do you recollect? 

Answer. '* Paid committee of investigation, third congressional district, $17,583 65." 
1 ;an not informed whether that is all or not. 

Question. [Exhibiting a document.] Is that an official document — the message of" 
the governor and accompanying documents for 1809 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is so stated on the back. 

Question. Turn to page 75 and read the following entry : 

Answer. Committee of investigation, third congressional district, $10,281 80." 
Question. That, undoubtedly, refers to the same committee, because it refers to the 
same congressional district, unless there were two investigations and two committees? 
Answer. 1 heard of but one investigating committee. 
Question. What do you know about that transaction ? 

An^ivcr. This is the fourth congressional district in which we now are, and that was 
out of my district. 

Question. Upon what authority, did you ever know or hear, was it, that the State 
legislature of South Carolina had to investigate elections pertaining to the General 
Government of the United States ? 

Ansicer. It was a matter of surprise to me that the legislature should attempt to 
make a congressional investigation. 

Question. Was the celebrated Joseph Crews at the head of that committee ? 

Answer. 1 understand so, sir. 

Question. [Exhibiting a document.] Now, turn to the 51st page of the Keport of 
the Comptroller General for the year ending October 31, 1870, and read the following 
entry : ' 

Answer, " Permanent printinflj, $22,316 46." 

Question. Now, turn to the oficial document report of comptroller general for 1855, 
and read the two following entries marked there ; 

Ansicer. Printing for the legislature, $4,000." "Printing of acts, resolutions, &e., 
&a,500." ^ ^ V ? ^ , ; , 

Question. I see an entry here on the document entitled message of the governor, and 
accompanying documents, page 76, ^'Estimate of supplies," the following item which I 
will ask you to read : 

Ansicer. " Three code commissioners, §10,500." 

Question, What were the duties of that board of commissioners ? 

Anmver. 1 understand it was to make a code of the laws of South Carolina. 

Question. How do you understand that they executed that ? 

Ansiver, Eumor has it that it was a simple copying from other documents — I think 
principally from the 

By the Chairman : 
Question. I suppose they made a report, colonel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose so ; I am not informed sufficiently to answer that question. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. 1 ask you to turn to page 117 of the same document to " Account to the 
State of the South Carolina of H. H. Kimpton, financial agent of the State." 

Answer. This is December, 1869, " Cash paid premium on $200,000 of gold, $40,250." 

Question, Now turn to page 118 of the same document and read the item there 
marked. 

Answer. This is under January, 1870, " To cash paid premium on $100,000, gold, 
$22,362 50." 

Question, Do you know any way of explaining those items with the current rates of 
premimn on gold at those periods ? 

Ansicer, I do not now remember what the premium was at that time. 

Question. Has it, for the last eighteen months or two years, been over 13 per cent. ? 

Answer, I have not a distinct recollection enough about that to state. 

Question. Here is a memorandum that you handed me ; state what it is ; I don^t 
understand it. I believe it ia something in regard to the effect of this taxation. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; these are extracts taken from publications in the newspapers with 
regard to the number of executions issued— that is, tax executions issued in Kershaw 
ilistrict. 

Question. Does that mean county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in Kershaw County 3,600 tax executions were said to be issued. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question, What did you recad from ? 

Answer. It is my own memorandum that I took out of a newspax)er i>ublicatiou. 
Question. To what date does it refer ? 
Answer. To the hist year. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. The newspaper also stated, Suspended by Governor Scott until after the 
election." 

Question. In that county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, in that county ; ^'86,000 acres in Williamsburgh County. One-sixth 
of the whole county was reported to he under tax executions." 

By the Chairman : 

Qi(^1ioru Does it mean that the governor suspended the executions ? 

Answer. That is the statement in the paper. That is all I know about it. '^One- 
sixth part of the lands in Darlington were said to be under tax executions. One- 
t^nth of the lands in Fairfield County also." 

Question. Are you giving this as your own knowledge ? 

Answer. It ia a newspaper statement. 

Question. Do you know anything about it T 

Answer. No, sir, I do not, but the statements were made in the new8i)aper. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. What was the fact in that year in regard to the double tax as it is caUed — 
that is, paying two taxes in the one year — what was the result of that ? 

Answer. This was last year that I have down here; the double tax was proposed to 
be collected this year. 

Question. What would have been the amount collected if the double tax had been 
collected ? 

Answer. The South Carolina tax to be paid this year, the State tax amounts to 
$1,647,000 ; the county tax was put down at $618,047 ; making a total of $2,265,047. 

Qusstion, If there had been a double tax collected for that year what would it have 
aunounted to 1 

Answer* The law required them to commence to collect another tax in this year — 
some time in November, I think — that is put/^down at $1,281,000 for the State, and 
$549,000 for the counties, making in all $l,8i30,000 for the additional tax, and an aggre- 
gate of the two taxes of $4,095,047. 

Question. State why that has not been and probably will not be collected. 

Answer, There was a general dissatisfaction, and in the tax-payers' convention we 
waited on the governor and he promised us there that he would suspend the penalty 
for non-payment of taxes until the 1st of March next. 

Question. But not suspend the collection of the double tax proper ? 

Answer. The tax would commence as provided by law, but would be extended on, 
and the penalty not enforced until next March. The reason they gave, as I under- 
Btand it, was to change the fiscal year. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Collecting the tax in the fall instead of the next spring for the then ensu- 
ing year ? 

Ansiver. That was the reason, but the operation would have been to have collected 
ofi" of the State $4,095,047, if these statements be correct. 
Question. In a single year for two years ? 

Answer. It would have been collected in a single year, but it was for two years. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Turn to page 39 of the report of the comptroller general of South Caro- 
lina for 1855, and give the aggregate report of the taxation of the upper and lower di- 
Yisions. 

Answer. The result is $399,739 67. 

Question. How much of that tax is on slaves ? 

Afisiver. $231,117 60. 

Question. Turn to this document, being message of Governor Scott and accompany- 
ing documents for the year ending October 31, 1870, page 67, and state what is the 
aggregate amount of the expenditures for that year ? 

Answer. $1,830,840 32; that is the footing. 

Question. Will you now turn to the report of the comptroller general for 1855, page 
16, and read the following ? 
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Answer. The call for sncb a statement was made privately, on more than one occa- 
eion, at the session of 1854, and as a matter of information may be made useful : 



' Gross taxes, under act of 1850 for year 1851 $515, 678 83 

Gross taxes, under act of 1851 for year 1852 349, 931 28 

Gross taxes, under act of 1852 for year 1853 361, 775 87 

Gross taxes, under act of 1853 for year 1854 429, 975 99 

Gross taxes, under act of 1854 for year 1855 399, 739 67 



" Making a total of 2, 057, 101 69 



Commissions of tax collectors, averaging about 5^ per cent $113, 140 55 

^' Xet aggregate for last five years j 1, 943, 961 14 



Averaging three hundred and eighty-eight thousand seven hundred and ninety-two 
dollars and twenty-two cents (§388, 792 22) per annum for the last five years." 

Question. So that it appears that the aggregate or gross amount of taxation foi; five 
years prior to the war, gives but a little over the actual expenditures for the one year 
ending October 31, 1870 ; is that the fact ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Now, to make some explanation of this enormous amount of expenditures 
for the cost of legislation, I will ask you if that is the veto of Governor Scott on that 
bill making appropriations for legislative expenses ? 

Aimcer. Yes, sir; it is so understood to be. 

Question. Will you read it ? 

Answer. It is as follows : 

State of South Carolina, Executive Depaiitment, 

CoJumhia, March 7, 1871. 

" To the Jionorahle the senate of South Carolina : 

" Gentlemen: I return to your honorable body, without my approval, an act ap- 
propriating $265,000 for legislative expenses, for the following reasons, to wit : 

First. I regard the expenditure of the money already appropriated during this ses- 
sion, and the sum included in this bill, amounting in the aggregate to $400,000, as sim- 
ply enormous for one session of the legislature. It is beyond the comprehension of any 
one how the general assembly could legitimately expend one-half that amount of 
money. I cannot refrain from expressing the opinion that there must have been some 
secret agency in fixing the sum at that amount, as a number of the members, both of 
the house and senate, have expressed their surprise at finding the apx^ropriation 
changed from $125,000, as it wa,s believed to have passed, to that of $265,000. I regret 
the necessity of returning the act without my approval, on the last day of the session, 
but to do otherwise I feel would be recreant to the duties imposed upon me, by becom- 
ing a party to a wrong by which the whole people would be made to sufier. 

** I might give many other cogent reasons why this bill should not become a law, but 
time prevents my doing other than giving it my unqualified disapproval, believing 
that the members of the general assembly will themselves correct an error that must 
have crept into the bill clandestinely in its enrollment. 
" Very respectfully, 

'TvOBERT K. SCOTT, Governor:' 

Question. I hand you a printed slip — from what paper is that slip taken ? 
Ansicer. The republican paper printed in Charleston. 

Question. I will ask you if the following is an editorial in a republican paper printed 
at Charleston, under date of Saturday, March 18, 1871, on the subject of legislative 
extravagance, fraud, and corruption ? 

Ansutr. Yes, sir; it is as follows : 

[From the Charleston llepublicau, March 18, 1871.] 

One man was i)iomised §1,000 ; another made more than ten times that amount lu 
cash ; some sold themselves for gold watches ; one poor member of the house sold him- 
self for the paltry sum of $21 ; some sold the last remnant of their manhood when the 
Judiciary committee's room was turned into a bar-room, &c. Besides this one of the 
Greenville party sought to enter into negotiations with Mr. James Brennan, (early in the 
session our Columbia correspondent, and now trial justice for Charleston County,) for 
the buying of the Charleston press, and particularly this journal. Mr. Brennan assured 
the gentleman of the fat pocket-book that this journal could not be bought. The 
gentleman had a notion, so he said, that he could buy any newspaper. He is now 
a wiser man. He has found that there is one which he cannot buy. And this gentle- 
man is a member of the legislature ! He had declared that the bill could bo i)assed for 
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$80,000. We knovr some of the details of the plan. He said, for instance, $5,000 to 
get the hill out of the railroad committee ; §30,000 to pass the Senate, &c. 

" Does this not satisfy the Union that even though we do not give names wo know 
there was bribery, and that it was our duty to rebuke it ? It may not satisfy that 
journal, but the ijcople themselves need no more i^roof." ^ 

By the Chairman : 
Question. What is the title of the paper ? 

Ansxcei', The Charleston Republican. It is republican in politics. I take the paper 
myseif. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Is it the acknowledged republican paper published there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Is there a republican paper published there called the Missionary Record? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Edited by whom? 

A7iswer, By R. H. Cain, a colored man. 

Question, I ask if the following appeared in that paper as an editorial ? 
Answei\ Yes, Birj it is as follows i 

"A GRAPHIC PICTURE. 

" The Guardian says : The split among the Charleston radicals is developing Romo 
curious pictures of radical rascality, and exposing the corruptions and fraud and bribery 
"which had kept that party alive for the past four years. The Rev. R. H. Cain has had 
some troubles with lus wing of the party, and in a recent issue of the Missionary 
Record he lets ojQf the following against certain elements in the party : 

" * The time has come for* every honest man in the republican party to assert his 
liberty and declare his opposition to a class of men who have proposed to rule the 
colored people of this State with a rod of iron of 'damnable corruption. For the la*t 
two years a certain set of unmitigated scoundrels have dictated to the mass of voters 
of this State what they should do, what they should think, and how they should act. 
There has been a certain class who have been picked up out of the prisons and gutters 
of poverty coming to this State, begging their passage and lifting contributions to 
start them in business, who have since grown so proud and arrogant that they now 
wish to dictate to the whole people what their duties are and what they shall think.' " 

Question, Unless you desire to state something further that you know of, I have no 
further questions to ask you. 

Answer, I desire to state a little matter in regard to my own course. There had 
been some outrages, as I was informed, in the neighborhood of Limestone Springs ; 
and at the request of some citizens there a meeting was gotten up, and I went over 
myself to address them. That was, I think, during last winter, sir. There was a very 
considerable crowd there. I made a speech to them and urged upon, them the neces- 
sity of obeying the laws, abstaining from all violence, and giving every peaceable 
citizen his quiet and security at home, urging upon them the great danger of these 
lawless mobs, as it might involve the country in great difficulties, and the injustice it 
was bringing upon individuals. The meeting unanimously, as far as I could judge, 
sustained me in what I had said, and passed resolutions affirmatively. Since that I 
have not heard of any troubles in that section of the country. Here, a few weeks ago, 
perhaps a month or something over, I was requested to go to a place eight miles below 
and make a speech to them. There was a considerable crowd of neighbors came out 
there. 

By :Mr. Stevenson : 
Qncstion, Was that at Glenn Springs ? 

Answer, No, sir ; it was in the neighborhood of General Dates's jdantation, embrac- 
ing a considerable part of thasame country, however, or at least in that direction, i 
made them a speech there, and I warned them against these acts of violence. 1 
endeavored to appeal to their patriotism and 'then to their fears. I told them that 
such acts would do great injury to their country and they were endangering the peace 
and good order of the country. I said, further, ''I do not know that there is one here, 
but if there is and you start out on your raids at night, appointing a time when yoi; 
expect to be at home, before you arrive at homo you may be taken w]} by the cavalry 
which is now at Spartanburgh, and instead of returning home you may be arrested and 
taken off, perhaps, to Washington City or I do not know where." I endeavored to 
enforce upon them not only the difficulties they might bring the country into, but the 
personal difficulties that might bo attached to them individually, and my own course 
has been all the time to endeavor to keep these things quiet. I have advised and sent 
out word in various directions to intelligent men to endeavor to keep the peace and 
keep down these lawlep.s bands. 
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By the Ch.virman: 
Question. Is that the whole of the statement you desire to raake ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. Have you anything further to state ? ^ 

A^mver. I would mention one thing in regard to taxation. They have a hoard called 
the hoard of equalization in Columhia, and after the assessment of the property had 
heen made for the State, a return was made to Columhia, and although it was made by 
assessors said to he sworn, they douhled the tax in Columhia upon the real estate in 
Spartauburgh. 

By Mr. Van Teu^nip : 

Question. Do you mean that they douhled it on Spartanhurgh County and not upon 
other counties, or what others ? 

Ansicer. Many others. I think it was on Greenville. They equalized, as they said, 
the whole State ; where they conceived it was not high enough they added. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. They douhled the valuation of the land ? 

Ansxcer. In some places they doubled it ; in some i)laces not so much. I speak of 
this county alone. 

Question. What was the average valuation of lands in Spartanhurgh County? ~ 

Answer. I really do not know. 

Question. Do you know about what it was 1 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know what it is now ? 
Answer. Ko, sir. 

Question. Do you know about what it is T 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you own lands here 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much ? 

Anstcer. About two thousand acres, sir. 

Question. Did you own that land before the war 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; most of it. 

Question. What is your land valued at? 

Answer. 1 gave in my bottom, I think, as well as I now recollect — and I shall have to 
make out my estimate again in a few days — at §30 an acre, and then down, to the bar- 
ren lands I have, which I would be willing to take §1 an acre for. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. I will ask one question here. Was there any tax on personal property, 
with a few exceptions, before the war ; and if so, what are the exceptions ? 

Answer. The taxes were raised entirely, I think, before the war, on negroes, real 
estate, merchandise, professions, banks, and I do not remember of anything else ; but 
common property of the country, such as horses, cattle, wagons, mules, was not taxed 
at aU. 

Question. And personal property generally? 
Answer. Personal property generally was exempt. 
Question. How is it now ? 

Answer. Everything is now to be valued and taxed. It is an ad valorem tax. 
By Jklr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you not think that is right, that property should pay its part — all 
proj)erty ? 

Ansica-. I consider, of course, that an ad valorem tax is right. 

Question. You were giving a valuation of your own property. You say the highest 
of your bottom lands you valued at $30. How much is there of that ? 
Answer. 1 have some seventy-five or eighty acres. I estimated it as well as I could. 
Question. What was the average of the remainder ? 

Ansiver. It went down. Some of my uplands, which are at a distance above here, 
and not near the village, I gave in at about §5 an acre, and old field and poor, barren 
lands down, I think some as low down as $1. 

Question. Which was the greater in amount, the lands valued at $1 per acre, or those 
at $5? 

Ansicer. The greater number of acres were the poor lands. 

Question. 1 infer, then, that the average valuation of your lands would fall some- 
where under $5 an acre ? 

Answer. It is a question I had not thought of averaging. 
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Question, If the greater part was dowu as low as ^1 

Answer. Or one dollar and a half. 

Question. Can you give us an exact statement ? 

Answer, I could at another time. 

Question. Could you to-day or to-morrow ? 

Answer, I think so. 

Question. Can you get the figures here in town ? 
Answer, I think so. 

Question. I wish you would furnish them. 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I have a large body of poor land up there, and some river land. 

Question. Can you not give us also the average valuation of the lands of Spartan- 
burgh County made by the board of equalization ? 

Answer, You can get it better, probably, from the county commissioner, who will 
be here before'you, perhaps. 

Question, I supposed you could get it. You have furnished us a great many figures. 

Answer. I could. 

Question. I suppose you are the best financier we have examined? 
Answer, I have tried to keep the figures along. 

Question. Do you know the average valuation of the lands in the State ? 
Answer, I do not. 

Question. Can you give us an approximate ? 

Answer. I do not think I can, for it is a thing which has not come within any busi- 
ness transaction in any way. I do not remember to have paid any attention to it. 

Question. You spoke of Kershaw County as having a great many executions for de- 
linquent tax ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Is that county one of the upper counties ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Is it classed among the low counties ? 

Answer, I think so. You will find the town of Camden in Kershaw. 

Question. Is it a cotton-planting region? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know what the lands are valued at there ? 
Answer. I do not. This statement I just took from the newspaper. 
Question. Then it would appear that thirty-six hundred people there had failed to 
pay their taxes ? 
Answer, That was the newspaper statement. 
Question. That county has a railroad running through it ? 
Answer. I think there is a branch running to Camden. 

Question. Is the county of Williamsburgh a low county — a cotton-planting county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question, It has a railroad running through it, I see, from Charleston. 
Answer, You can see better from the map than I can tell you. I know nothing about 
that region. 

QuestUyii, There, you say, the rex)ort was that eighty -six thousand acres were delin- 
quent. 

Answer. That was the newspaper article. 

Q}t£stion, Darlington is a county which has two railroads crossing each other at 
Florence? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You say there was one-sixth of the whole county delinquent ? 
Answer. It is so reported in the newspapers. 

Question. And in Fairfield County, which also has two railroads, one-tenth of the 
county ? 
Answer. It was so reported. 
Question. That is an upland county ? 
Answer. It is one of the middle districts. 
Question. Adjoining the county where Columbia is? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not a fact that the lands of South Carolina were, before the war, owned 
in large quantities by a few men? 
Answer. In some parts of the country they were. 
Question. Was not that generally the case ? 

Answei', A great many men owned large bodies, but there were a great many small 
tracts through this county. 

Question. How many land-owners were there before the war 7 

Answer, I think I remember to have seen a statement from the tax collector here, 
some time before the war, making it between eighteen and nineteen hundred. 

Question, Was not nearly the entire real estate in this county owned by about two 
Lundred men before the war ? 
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Answer. I Ihiuk not. 

Question. I speak as to quantity. Of course a man raiglit own a little lot in a town, 
but I speak of the farming lands. 

Answer, I think not ; perhaps the better lands were. But I am not prepared to 
answer this, for I do not know. 

Question. State whether it was not generally the case that the fanning lands in this 
State were owned by a few men in large quantities ? 

Ansicer. Not in this county. 

Question. I speak of the whole State. 

Answer. I cannot tell you how it was. It was understood that in many sections 
wealthy men had large bodies of land. 

Question. How was it in Williamsburgh, Darlington, Fairfield, and Kershaw ? 

Answer. I do not remember ever to have been in Darlington, Williamsburgh, or Ker 
shaw. I have been in Fairfield frequently. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the state of things there by which you could 
answer my question ? 

A7^swa'. No, sir; I have not. 

Question. You were in the State senate for how long ? 
Answer. Sixteen years. 

Question. Is it not true that the war broke up most of the large j)lanters, or greatly 
impoverished them ? 

Answer. I think that most of the large planters in the parishes and on the islands 
were broken up because they came in contact with the Army. 
Question. And the loss of their slaves f 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think so, and many of the large planters in the middle districts 
suffered very much. That is my opinion, sir. 

Question. Has there not been an indisposition among the tax-payers in this State 
since reconstruction to pay taxes ; have they not refused or neglected to pay th«m 
in many instances ? 

Answer. I cannot say that any portion of the State has refused. 

Question, I do not mean whole portions of the State, but tax-payers individually. 

Answer. I do not know of any individual who was able having refused to pay. 

Question. Have you understood that such a sentiment prevailed or not ? 

Anstcer. When it was reported tliat we were to be doubly taxed in the present year, 
there was a sentiment that the people could not stand it, and that it was impossible tor 
them to pay so large an amount in one year. 

Question. You do not quite answer my question. I would -like to know whether in 
your knowledge tax-payers in this State have not refused and neglected to pay taxes 
when they might have done it ? 

Answer. It does not come into ray knowledge. 

Question. You have instituted a comparison between the expenses of this State prior 
to the war and since, and have shown that there was a remarkably cheap State gov- 
ernment here 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it true that the State government before the war was in the hands 
principally of men of property? 
Answer. No man could be a member of either house unless he was a property-holder. 

By Mr. Van Thump ; 
Question. To what extent ? 

Aus^cer. One hundred and fifty j)ounds, if a member of the house. It came down from 
old times. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. In real estate ? 

Answer. There was a provision that if a man owned a certain number of negroes he 
was eligible. 

Question. He must have real estate or a certain number of negroes? 

Anstcei'. Yes, sir ; and a senator must have double that amount. That is my recollec- 
tion — double the amount for the senate that was required for the house ; but every free 
white man twenty-one years of age, except paupers, &c., could vote. 

Question. For persons who were eligible? 

Aimvcr. Yes, sir; paupers were not. 

Question. The State of South Carolina has the distinction of having led off in seces- 
sion ? 

Ansiver. I believe it was the first one. 
Question. Were you in the legislature ? 
Answer. I was in the senate. 
Question. You have some knowledge of the fact ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Have you ever made an estimate of what the war for secession cost the 
State of South Carolina ? 

Answer, No, sir; I do not know that I have. I have seen rouf^h estimates. I do not 
iaiow that I have made any myself. 

Question. What were they 1 

Answer, For instance, in the loss of slave property. The property of South Carolina 
before the war, I think, was variously estimated at from four hundred and fifty to five 
hundred millions of dollars. The dave property and the banks, the moneyed interest, 
and everything of the kind, were all swept away, as you are aware. 

Question, About what amount t 

Answer. 1 think since the war — and perhaps that will come very near to covering tlio 
question asked a while ago—that the property of the State is now estimated at a littla 
Ices than $200,000,000. 

By Mr. Van Trump : ^ 
Question. Is it $184,000,000 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, Then it cost the State from two hundred and fifty to three hundred millioua 
of dollars, according to that ? 
Answer, There would be that difference. 

Question, Do you know what was expended by the State during the war ? 
Answer, The war debt I could tell if I had the documents. 

Question, But do you know what was expended ; something was appropriated a.nd 
expended, was it not ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; and bonds were issued, which are repudiated. 
Questioji. Do you know how much was expended ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You never made any calculation of that T 
Answer. No, sir. 

' Question. Do you know what the war cost the country, or what it cost tho whole 
South ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it would be very hard to tell, I presume. I have seen statements ©f 
the public debt, but I presume you know much better than I do about that. I cannot 
answer the question. I think it is very doubtful whether any living man knows. 

Question. Do you not think that that little aristocratic, cheap government you had 
resulted rather expensively in the end ? 

Answer. Certainly the war has been a very expensive thing. 

Question. You spoke of a company of white militia that was raised here last fall or 
summer ; who commanded it ? . 
Answer. They were never received, I understand. 
Question. Who raised it ? 

Answer. I think Duncan, here, raised it, or was elected captain. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. David R. Duncan, a member of the legislature. 

Question, Who was he ? 

Answer. He was David R. Duncan then. 

Question. What part did he take in the war, for instance ? 

Answer, He was in the army. 

Question. In the rebel army ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know who his lieutenants were ? 

Ansivei\ 1 do not, sir ; but ho will be before you probably, and can give you all that 
information. 

Question. >Jt was exclusively a white company, the one he proposed to raise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Questoin. I asked you who was his lieutenant in the proposed organization ? 
Answe)\ I do not remember now ; the fact is, being far over the military age, I took 
no interest in it. 

Question. Do you know what reason the governor assigned for not accepting that 
company ? 

Answer. I do not ; I do not know that he assigned any. 

Question. Do you know what reason he assigned for not accepting such companies 
generally in the State ? 
Answer. 1 do not. 

Question, Did you not hear that the reason was that their loyalty was doubted ? 
Answer. Well, sir, I do not remember to have heard it. We hear so manj" things— re- 
ports of that kind. 

Question,, You speak of the examination into the third congressional district of South 
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Carolina, made by tbe legislature: -SN^as not that upon allegations of violence and law- 
lessness committed during the election in 18G8? 

Ansu'tr. I think it was under an act of the legisjature. I suppose it was. 

Question. I asked was it not upon such allegations that an inquiry was made into the 
facts ? 

Jvsinr, That is presumable. 

Question. Do you not know that it was alleged that in the third district, adjoining this 
district, and in this district, many thousands of republican voters were prevented by 
violence and intimidation from voting in the congressional election in 1868 ? 

Answer, Such may have been alleged, but I never have believed it. 

Question. Do you not know that it was alleged ? 

Answer. I think it has been alleged; but right there,, as you ask me that, I will 
state that I have never known a more quiet election in my life than that election, where 
I was. 

Question. Where were you ? 

Answer. I was twelve miles from here ; at what is called White Plains, at the elec- 
tion. At the election before, I was here. 

Question. You have spoken of Mr. H. H. Foster, whoever he may be, and say you 
think he is a colored citizen of this town f 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Do you know him personally ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe I do, if I am not mistaken in the man. 

Question. If you are not mistaken in the man, he is a colored citizen in this town ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; colored men frequently change their names, or go by different 
names, and we hardly know them certainly by name ; but I think I know him. 

Question. Are you aware that he made these statements as a part of Ms evidence, 
in the contested election case of Wallace against Simpson for the representation of this 
district in Congress, upon the election of 1868 : 

" Question. Where did you vote at that election T 
Ansirer. At Spartanburgh Court-House. I was one of a crowd of eleven who 
started to vote the republican ticket, with tickets in our hands, and I was the only, 
one who got voting that ticket. The others were turned back, and some of them com- 
pelled to vote the democratic ticket. The crowd that blocked up the way to the polls 
was threatening and menacing; so much so that republicans were afraid to pass 
through it." 

Were yoa aware that he and many others testified to prevailing violence at that 
election ? 

Answer, I was not. 

Question. You do not know that that was one cause that might have led the governor 
to suspect the white militia ? 

Answer. No, sir ; and further, I do not believe there were any such acts here in the 
election of 1868. 

By Mr. Yax Thump : 
(Juestion. And let me ask if Si)artanburgh is in that congressional district ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it is not. v 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : ' 
Question. But this testimony relates to this district and this town. You have already 
been examined as to your speech on that day 1 
Answer. What day ? 

Question. On the day of the meeting here, prior to the electibn of 1863, in which it 
was alleged that you had spoken as follows : • 

We own the lands ; you live on them ; you eat our bread and meat ; and if you 
vote for our enemies, the radicals, you will get your earth, two by six ; you will go 
like the Indians, and your bones will whiten our liill-sides.^^ 
You have stated what you recollect to have said ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You think you said three feet by six ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; it is giving a little more room. 

Question. That is a grave a little wider than usual, is it not ? Are not graves in this 
countiy generally made two by six 1 
Answer. I think they are three by six. 

Question. Do you recollect of saying nothing at all about the Indians in comparison ? 

Answer. I think I did. 

Question. What did you say about them ? 

Answer. My recollection is" this : that if they continued in that course, and to be 
deceived, that they might go like the Indians had gone, and whose bones are now 
bleaching. 

Question. There was something, then, about bones ? 
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^mwer* Yes, sir ; I think my allusion Avas tliis, that they would finally go out autl 
become extinct, and I referred to the Indians, whose bones are bleaching. 

Question, You are represented here as having said, You will go like the Indians, 
and your bones will whiten our hill-sides." Is that the substance of what you did say ? 

Answer, Not exactly ; I spoke of the Indians' bones which whiten^ and that they 
would be extinguished, if that was their only chance. 

Question. That is, if they went on following these leaders ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; if they continued and dei^ended upon the forty acres and the mule 
they were to get. 

Question. It did not relate entirely to looking for the forty acres and the mule. Did 
it not relate to their following political leaders who were deceiving them ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; if they continued to be deceiv.ed by these leaders. 
Question, Then that was what was to become of them ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How did you suppose that would come about ? 

Ansicer, Because I thought, and still think, they are used as tools and instruments 
in most cases. 

Question, Following these leaders would not scatter their bones nor bleach them as 
Indians, would it ? 

Answer, The course that was being pursued I felt would lead them on in that way, 
until they would really have no political existence if they followed them. 

Question, Having no political existence would not exterminate them, would it ? 
Answer, Well, sir, let me explain 'my meaning. 
Qu^tion, If you please, I would like to have it. 

Answer, My meaning was just this : they had been deceived by the promises of this, 
that, and the other; ^hey had been promised homes and mules; this was the com- 
mon expression — ^not that I know the fact — and that if they followed them, and con- 
tinued to follow these false promises, &c., that would be the result. 

Question, But how was that to bring about the result ? 

Answer, It was very evident that if they followed on they could get nothing from 
the party promising them, because they had nothing here ; that was my allusion. 

Question. I do not understand how men erring politically, however much they might 
err, would thereby cause their bones to whiten the hill-sides. 

Answer, I do not say their bones, if you will understand it. I suppose they might 
go— that is, gradually w^aste away like the Indians, whose bones are now whitening 
the western hills, or something to that effect ; but I made no threat ; I did not intend 
any whatever. 

Question, It was rather a prediction ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How was it to be brought about ? 
Ansiver, I think I have explained it, sir, all I can. 
Question. Have you given all the explanation you wish ? 

Answer, I think I have explained. I am willing to give any explanation I can. 
Question, You know Mr. Thomas C. Scott ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was he a democrat or a republican ? 

Answer, J really do not know ; he was a young fellow about here. I do not know 
his politics. 

Question, White or black ? 
Answer, A white man. 

Question, You say you met him in Columbia after he had testified ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. • 
Question, When? 

Ansiver, I do not remember. It was a Very short time, I think a few days after. In 
what year was that testimony taken ? 

Question. 1 am asking for your recollection. 

Ansiver, My recollection is it was some time after that speech was made. 
^gsiio?i. Your speech was made in 1868? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not remember when exactly ; I did not charge my mind with it. 
Question. Was that in 1870 you met him? 

Answer, No, sir ; it was while Major Wallace was getting up testimony, but I suppose 
I learned that Major Wallace got witnesses to go to Columbia and give in their testi- 
mony there. He may have examined some here ; Mr. Scott told me he had been ex- 
amined, and that he was not satisfied ; he feared that he had been misrepresented, and 
he wanted me to go over with him and see what was put down. 

Question. How did he come to tell you that ? 

Answer, I put up at the hotel where he was ; he was managing about there, I believe. 
Question. What did you say to him ? 

Answer, I asked him what his testimony was ; he said what he had — I do not re- 
member whether he told me exactly what it was — ^but he said he feared that they had 
misrepresented him. • 
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Question. In T^'liat respect ? 

Jnsu'vr. In liis testiniODy, that they had stntctl something; like you read there aud ho 
wanted it corrected. 

(p«es/ion. In what respect? 

Ausucr. He wanted to correct the statement and let it go exactly in his own words. 
He feared they had put in something he did not want to say. 
Qnet<tiofi, Did he say what ? 

Aum-er. I asked him, and he said, Let us go and have it corrected.'' AVe went first to 
the printing office, where we expected to find a young man that Mr. Scott said had been 
with him before, and then went to Mr. Wallace's office, so that be might see. what ho 
had been put down as having sworn to. Upon inquiry we learned from JSIajor Wallace's 
son, Robert, that the testimony was taken away, and he could not find it. I observed 
that Mr. Scott wished to correct it, and Mr. Scott told him so himself. 

Question. I see he was examined March 8, 1870 ; had he been examined before that T 

Answer. I do not remember when, sir ; he was examined, I know ; I was there a short 
time afterward ; I presume that was the time. 

Question. You said before, Itiat it could not ha.ve been 1870? 

Answer. I was thinking of 1S71 ; I jnesume that was the time; that will be March a 
year ago. 

Question. Did he speak of correcting his testimony in any other respect as related to 
youT 

Anstcer. No, sir ; he Avas talking to me principally becanse he came to me when I got 
there; he had been living here, and he said he was afraid be was put down in some 
way wrong; he had l^^come suspicious that they had not reported him correctl^^, and 
he wanted to go and see ; I said I would go with him, because I wanted to know 
what he had sworn. 

Question. I see he testified on page 2G of Miscellaneous Document No. 17, part 2, second 
session Forty-first Congress, as follows : 

" Question. Were any tin-eats made either in the clubs, by the speakers, or through 
the press of the democratic party to discharge from employment any emx)loy(S6 if they 
voted the republican ticket? 

" Answer. No ; but they said they would not employ them again, and passed such 
resolutions in their democratic clubs." 
Did you know that that was done ? 

Answer. I think some clubs did, sirj that they would not employ them again. 

Question. I read further : 
Question. Did you hear any of the democratic State canvassers threaten colored 
men that if they voted the radical ticket they should not live on their land, or be em- 
l^loyed by them in any way — by members of the democratic party ? 

" Answer. Yes ; I heard Gabriel Cannon, State canvasser, say, in addressing the colored 
people, that if they voted the radical ticket, they would lose their friends and 
wander about like Indians ; get their length two by six, and their bones would whiten 
the hills, as they were dependent upon us for everything — bread, employment, and 
sustenance ; that those who professed to be their friends were not their friends, as all 
they wanted was to make them vote the radical ticket, as they (the radicals) wanted 
their votes, and that was all." 
That is Mr. Scott's testimony I 

Answer, I have given the version of that ; J do think that was all they wanted — their 
votes. 

Question. Then you did say something like this ? 
Anstcer,, I did, or I say it now ; that is my opinion. 
Question. He is asked further : 
Question. Did you see democrats in no way connected with the election taking down 
the names of such colored persons as voted the radical ticket ? 
Answer. Yes, I did ; one was Mr. Lee, and I did it myself. 
" Question. Do you know what was the object of taking down the names ofjrcpublican 
voters ? 

Anstcer, Yes; that the democrats might know who to employ in the future. 
Question. Did you see certificates given to colored men who voted the democratic 
ticket that they were democrats ? 

Answer, Yes ; I saw Mr. Blake and other members of the club give them." 
Did you know anything about giving certificates of democracy to negroes f 
Amwer, I think it was done, sir. 
Question, He is asked further : 
Question, Do yon know the object of giving those certificates to colored persons 
who voted the deiftocratic ticket ? 

" Answer. Yes, that they could get employment from any one, and could rent houses 
and lands the next year. 
" Question. What party do you belong to ? 
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"Answer. Democratic, sir." 

You TTcre cognizant of tbese facts, Tvere you, taking down tlie names of voters ? 
Ansicer, The names of voters were taken clown. 
Question. And giving them certificates ? 

Answer. I think they got certificates as democratic negroes. Of course the olvject 
was to know who to employ ; of conrse it was to give them the preference. 
Question. Do you think that was right ? 

Answer. I cannot say much about that ; it is a matter of opinion. 
Question. I want your opinion ? 

Answer. We all generally employ our friends, yon know. 

By Mr. Van Tru^ip : 
Question. Is that done by both parties here ? 
Answer, I think so; I think both parties do. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I do not suppose you have any scrux^le as to giving your opinion as to 
whether it was right ? 

Answer. Politically and otherwise, I have always tried, without doing others an injury, 
to benefit my friends. 

Question. I would like to have an answer to my question. 

Answer. Put it again, will you ? 

Question. Do you think that was right ? 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. As an abstract proposition, or as applicable to the state ^f things on both 
sides at that time ? 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. I would like an answer before your explanation. 
Answer. The way things went then, I had no objection to if. 
Question. You did it, did you not ? 

Anstver. No, sir ; because I had white renters on my land. 
Question, You favored that i)olicy ? 

Answer. Yes ; I believed we should give the preference to those who had the boldness 
to come out and be independent. 

Question. Then, in your speech, did you not mean that they would be starved out and 
their bones would whiten the hills if they followed these leaders ? 

Anstver. If they had no one to depend upon for support or land than the leaders here, 
then they wonld have no support, because the leaders of that party here were not able 
to support them. 

Question. You meant to convey the impression that the democrats would throw them 
off, and they would have to depend on the leaders they were following ? 

Answer. I meant to convey the impression that if they followed these leaders, such 
as were leading them in the midnight councils here, and depended on them entirely — 
if that was their only dependence that would be their situation. 

Question. Did you not mean to express that that would be their only dependence ? 

Answer. No, sir ; because I knew it would not be ; but if that was their only depend- 
ence — if they depended on them entirely ; in other words, they must have their sup- 
plies to some extent from the other party. 

Question. Yet you say you knew that was not their only dependence ? 

Answer. Of course I knew the party here could not sustain them. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. On which party do they now depend for support and employment T 
Ansiver. I think nine- tenths or nineteeu-twentieths will be found upon land that 
belongs to democrats. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Because the democrats own all the land ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; very few of their party own land. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. To save time, I will ask here, where do they generally go for acts of kind- 
ness, to these carpet-baggers or to the democrats ? " 
Answer, I think it is universaDy to the- democrats. ^ 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What carpet-baggers have you in this county T 

Answer. I did not mention carpet-baggers myself. I answered that they go to the 
democrats, 1 think generally. I did not say anything about carpet-baggers here. 
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Question, You think it is a great favor to these colored people to emi>loy them on your 
land? 

Anm^er, Well, sir, if they were not to get employment, where would they go! 
Qnestioii. What would become of the lauds if they were not employed ? 
Ansicer. That is another question. 

QueMion. I notice it grows up into pine if it is let alone, and does not seem profit- 
able ? 

Anmcer. A great deal grows up into pine. 

Question. Is it not mutually beneficial to the land-owners and the negro farmers 
that they should work the land ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I consider that, if they could be let alone and be quiet, the negro 
is the best labor we could get. 

Question. If it was not for these politics ? 

Ansiver. If they could be let alone ; but they aih frequently drawn off to political 
meetings, and interrupted in that way and neglectiug their business, until labor in many 
tactions becomes uncertain — not reliable. 

QucMion, That is, the negro acts about like the white man — goes to political meet- 
ings? 

Answer, lie neglects Ijusiness. » 
Question. Laboring white men in this country, a great many of them, attend to their 
business closely ? 
Answer, That is your declaration, not mine. 
Question. I want to know whether you agree with me ? 

Answer. I was not making any distinction in color, but only speaking of the neglect 
in business. 

Question. Is it not true that planting operations have been disturbed by these Ku- 
Klux driving the hands off the places ? 
Anstcer. I have heard such reports, sir. 

Question. You say you made special efforts to quiet these troubles ? 
Ansicer. I have, sir. 

Question. You held meetings for that purpose ? 

Answer. 1 have gone to two political meetings, appointed especially for the purpose, 
and made speeches. 

Question. What was the character of the resolutions passed at those meetings? 
Answer. Against violence, and urging the peace and quiet of the country. 
Question. Were those resolutions published ? 

Answer. I do not remembei: whether they were or not. The last ones were not, I think. 
The secretary, as Colonel Foster told me afterward, never made them out. 
Question. Who was the secretary ? 
Ansiver. I think his name was Harmon. 

Question. Did you see the report of the Glenn Springs meeting which Mr. Smith ad- 
dressed ? 

Answer. I do not remember whether I did or not. 

Question. Did the negroes promise at these meetings, by resolution or otherwise, ta 
6top following these leaders who it was alleged had mislead them ? 

Answer. At the last meeting I do not think there was a negro there ; that was of 
whites altogether. 

Question. How was it at the other ? 

Answer. At the other there was quite a large number of negroes, and after I was done 
addressing the mixed crowd I stepped forward and talked to a few negroes, and told 
them what I considered the effect of that would be. 

Question. Of what? 

ATimcer. Of that meeting ; that it would quiet the country, because the white men 
had passed resolutions, and we hoped they would all go home and feel perfectly quiet, 
or feel safe at home, and attend to their business, and they seemed very well satisfied. 

Question. Did the negroes take any action at that meeting ? 

Answer. Ko, sir ; only they seemed to acquiesce in the advice I had given. 

Question. Since you attended these meetings you say you have heard of no trouble in 
those regions ? 

Answer. Not in the Limestone region ; there is in the region of Batesville here. 
Question. Although you had been down there ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; my last speech was made in General Bates's neighborhood. 
Question. Where are your own possessions ? 
Answer. Fifteen miles above here, nearly north. 

Question, How do you account for the effect of your address at Limestone Springs ? 

Answer, Governor Scott had sent General Anderson up here, as he reported to me, 
with a promise that he would remove these objectionable officials, (trial justices,) and 
appoint better men, and that he would do all that he could to give us competent and 
honest ofiicials. I stated to them there, upon the authority of General Anderson, who 
had come up here, what Governor Scott had said, and requested them now to stop this, 
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for Governor Scott had promised us better officials ; and ho did appoint a man in tliat 
neighborhood who gave satisfaction, and since that I have heard of no trouble in that 
immediate neighborhood. 

Question, Do you think you had the Ku-Klux leaders there in the meeting ? 

Answer. I cannot say. I do not know. 

Qiiestion. It was the Ku-Klux that had been making the disturbances ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but they are an invisible body, so far as I know. 

Question, How do you account for the effect of your advice on the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer, There was a large number of white and colored people collected, and tho 
promise, I suppose, wxntto them, if they were not there, because it was publicly made 
to the country. 

Question, You think it was the promise of the governor, and not your advice ? 

Answer, I think it w^as the assurance that there should be better officials in th« 
future ; and I was intimately acquainted in the country, and urged upon them thi 
importance and told them the danger. » 

Question, Were the leading and respectable men of that neighborhood there ? 

Answer, Generally, sir. 

Questian, And the effect of that meeting, so far as you know, was to bring quiet U 
that neighborhpod ? 

Answer, It has been quiet, so far as I have understood, since. I think that meeting 
had a good effect. 

Question, How do you account for the fact that your going down and assembling the 
white people there should quiet the Ku-Klux operations ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I think it was learning that they werd to have better officials, and, 
indeed, my having explained to them the dangers, and getting the good men of th» 
country active in it, endeavoring to educate public opinion, and all thinking men, to 
appreciate the dangers, and try to correct these improper acts ; that is my opinion. 

Question, It would appear, then, that these Ku-Klux were either good men them- 
selves, or men who. took the advice of good men ? 

Answer, I cannot say as to that. A bad man may be alarmed sometimes. 

Question, You think possibly they may have been intimidated by what you said of 
the possible consequences to themselves ? 

Answer, I cannot say as to that. I have given you what I said. You must draw your 
own inference. 

Question, Of course we are entirely in the dark as to who are the Ku-Klux, and of 
course we must inquire of witnesses. I will ask you a question which you may not 
consider very complimentary, but yet we must find out what we can of 

Answer, 1 am prepared to answer. 

Question, who are the leaders of this Ku-Klux Klan ; therefore I ask you whether 

you are one ? 

" 'Answer, I am not, sir. 

Question. Have you ever belonged to any secret organization, band, or association ? 

Answer, Never, sir. I belonged to a democratic club here. We were holding our 
meetings openly in the court-house, and invited all the world in to us. Mr. Poiniei 
and Dr. Cummings, and many others here, were members. Mr. Poioier and Dr. Cum- 
mings were both appointed to go and make democratic speeches. 

Question, That was in 1868 ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but as to belonging to any secret organization, I am willing to 
answer, or having any knowledge of the existence or formation of any of these clubs, 
or organizations I have none. 

Question, Is it possible that this democratic club has, in the country parts of this 
county, degenerated into the Ku-Klux Klan 1 

Answer, 1 think not, sir. 

Question, Was there any arrangement for the defense of the white citizens of the 
town talked over in this club ? 

Answer, Not that I remember of in the club, but it has frequently, or at least occa- 
sionally, been spoken of, that we ought to be prepared, or did not know what might 
come. 

Question, You did prepare, did you not ? 
Answer, I did not. I suppose some others did. 

Question, I ask you as to the members of the club generally 

Ansxcer, I did not speak of the club. 
Question, I speak of the club. 

Answer, I did not. I understood your question and stopped you. It was not the 
action of the club by any means. 
Question, What was it, then ? 

Answer, The citizens felt, and spoke as though they felt, there was danger. 
Question, Wer« those citizens members of the club T 
Answer. I do not remember now. 
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Qiifsiion. Wcro Dot the white voting citizens generally members of that club — the 
ileiiiocrats I mean ? 

Juf^wc)'. A great many were, and many were not. Many in this town were not. 
(Jnvstion. ifow many were there of the members of the clnb in this town ? 
Ansinr. I tliink over a hnndredj and some from the adjoining neighborhood, &c. 
All wns open, though. 

Quesfiou. Were there clubs in other parts of the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; democratic clubs. 

(Jufsiion. Are you not aware that tlio violence alleged to have existed in these two 
districts— that is, the third and fourth congressional districts— in 1668, sprang from 
those democratic clubs? 

Jnswer. I am not, sir, nor do I think it was the case. 

Question. I ask as to the allegation ? 

Ansii'cr, I do not know. I believe there have been many allegations made upon fixlso 
premises. 

Qiicsiion, Then whatever organization there is in this Ku-Klux Klan, it is, in your 
opmion, an organization outside of the democratic clubs ? 
An steer. Yes, sir. 

Qitestion. An additional organization? 

Answer. I think the democratic clubs have long since despaired, so far as I know. 
Question. Is it possible that they have turned iiito Ku-Klux clubs ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. I answered just now it was not, in my opinion. 
Question. I asked you before whether they had been used as such. Now, I ask you 
whether they have been turned into them f 
Answer. I think not. 

Question. AVho are the leaders of the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. I told you I did not know a man. 

Question. Have" you never heard the leadership of this Klan imputed to anybody ? 
Answer. No, sir." I know nothing more than you do, ouly what I have heard. I have 
stated that distinctly. I have no knowledge in any shape or form, ouly that they exist. 
Qu(stion. And their actions ? 

Answer. By rumor — wliat you or any other man could hear in the streets from re- 
ports. 

Question. Is it not a little curious that a man of your general intelligence and in- 
formation as to this county should know nothing whatsoever of the existence of this 
order except as it creeps out in violence ? 

]Mr. Van Tuujip. Are you to ar<rue it ? « 

The AViTXEss. Are we to argue it, gentlemen T If so, we will fix for a general argu- 
ment. I do not think there is any curiosity about it. As I understand these people, 
they go in the night-time, and in disguise ; and while I am asleep how am I to know ? 
I have no information on the subject. 

By ;Mr. Stevensox : 

Question. AVhat is your opinion as to -the extent of the outrages committed by the 
Ku-Khix Klan in this county ; how many of them ? 

Answer. 1 think there have been two murd(jrs committed. One was upon the per- 
son of a trial justice by the name of 

Question. You have gone over that ; I do not care to have it repeated. I ask for your 
suunuary — your opinion. 

Answer. 1 have no knowledge ; I have no guess; I do not think there have been a 
great many ; I cannot tliink so ; I have not heard. 

Question. Did you publish a card upon that subject? 

A}iswcr» What subject ? , 

Question. Stating how many outrages you supposed had been committed. 
Ansicer. ^Ic ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I ever have. I do not remember to have ever pub- 
lished a card of any sort. 

Question. You have never published a card stating that no more than a dozen persons 
had been whipped in this county ? 

Answer. I do not remember to have published any card about it, sir. I may have 
said before persons tliat I did not think there was. 

By Mr. Vax Trump: 
(^«es/ioH. At some time? 
Answer. At some time past. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 

Question. I have been informed that you have published such a card. 
Answer. I would like to see it. 

501 
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. By the Ciiair^ian : 

Question. My atteDtioii is just called by an editorial to a card published by the colo- 
nel, and printed in the Daily Union, of Columbia. 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I was thinking of that, and that was some time ago. 

Question, It is published on the I8th of May, and the card is dated the 9th of May ? 

Anstcer, Yes, sir; we were in Columbia when -this report came that coals of* lire had 
been put upon the body of this Fowler, a dying man, and I had been with Dr. Jones's son 
and had talked with him, and he had said nothing about it, and I published the card 
in Columbia. 

Question. This card is in answer to a communication signed " Scnex," in the course 
ef which it is said — but I will have to read a considerable part of it : 

Since October last,' says Seuex, 'no week has passed during which some outrage 
of the kind has not been perpetrated in this county,' having allusion to shooting and 
whipping. Again, he says, 'the shooting of thirty or forty persons, and whipping ot 
hundreds, does not disturb the quiet serene of the fVmocracy in the least.' Now, Mr. 
Editor, who your correspondent Senex is, we do not positively know, as you are aware 
of having declined to give his name when called on by one of us for that purpose, nor 
do we know where he obtained the evidence that led to these conclusions. On the 
other hand, we are citizens of Spartanburgh. Wo know that the assertions that the 
occurrence of one case of this kind every week — the shooting of thirty or forty, and 
the whipping of hundreds — is so wildly exaggerated as to make it unworthy of belief" 

" The shooting of Anthony Johnson, a colored man, near Pacolet Depot, who was 
killed, and of Dr. Winsmith, who, we are glad to say, is recovering, constitute the only 
cases of this kind that came within our knowledge in Spartanl3urgh. The cases of 
whipping may have been more common, probably as many as a dozen, but Senex says 
huTidi'eds, and that means at least two hundred; and if he were writing over his own 
signature, and if he is a responsible man, then he ought to be required to i>roduce the 
evidence upon which these assertions were made." 

j^n8wei\ Yes, sir ; that was drawn up by Captain Woodruff. 

By the Stevenson : 
Question. Then you did publish substantially such a card ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I was thinMng of this place at the time ; but that we published 
in Columbia, in answer to a card which Senex had published, and he said " the shooting 
of thirty or forty persons." At that time I had not heard so much about the whipping 
as I have since — that was in May. 

Question. One other question I will ask you, in justice to Mr. Wallace. You have 
spoken here incidentally of a bill 

Mr. Van Trump. In answer to a question of mine. The character of the act was 
brought in by my question. The witness did not volunteer it. 

By Mr. STE\rENSON : 

Question. You spoke incidentally of a bill introduced by Mr. Wallace in the South 
Carolina legislature, before the war, relative to free negroes ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. I have heard that charged frequently. I want you to explain what it is. 
What was the provision of his bill 1 

Answer. My recollection is this : that he introduced a bill to permit free negroes to 
sell themselves into slavery. That is my recollection, and to sell free negroes for a 
limited time for certain crimes. 

Question. Now, was not this the case : that before the war the law of South Carolina 
punished with death a free negro who committed certain offenses for which a white 
man would not be punished with death ? 

Answer. We had very few cases of that kind on hand. There were special provisions 
in the statute laws for the trial of slaves and free persons of color. 

Question. And penalties applied? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Which were not applied to the white man ? 

Ansicer. I think so, in the case of certain offenses, but I am not able to say— the laws 
will show. 

Question. Do you know there was a difference in the application of the criminal 
code ? 

Answei\ O, yes ; there is no doubt about that. 
Question. How were they tried f 
Answer. Before magistrates and freeholders. 
Question. A jury of six, was it not ? 

Answer. There were a few cases — I do not remember, but it was a jury of freeholders 
Question. And a magistrate, without appeal ? 

Ansiver. No ; they could appeal. They could appear with counsel. 
Question. Could appeal to higher courts? 



SOUTH CAROLINA SUB-COMMITTEE. 



787 



Answer. Yes, sir : I think so ; that is my impression, but these things were so rare that 
I cannot remember. 

Question, Was not this the provision of the bill, that in cases where free nepjroes were 
convicted of crimes of which the penalty was death, instead of being execnted they 
might be sold into slavery for a limited time ? 

Aimcer. I think not. 

Question. You do not so recollect? 

Answer. I do not so recollect it. 

Question. How do you remember it ; were they to bo sold for life? 

Ansu-cr. I do not remember that they were to be sold at all, not being familiar with 
the practice then ; I cannot tell, for I reaUy do not know. 

Question. You have spoken in regard to t^e bill without knowledge or the subject of 
its details ? 

Ansicer. Of Colonel Wallace^s bill ? 

Question. Yes. » 

Ansicei'. Oh, no ; I spoke of 

Question. That is the question I asked. 

Answer. I understood you to ask me what the law was prior to that. 

Question. My latter question was in relation to Mr. Wallace's bill. 

Answer. You now ask me the provisions of Colonel Wallace's bill. 

Question. I ask, was not this the provision of the bill, that in cases where free 
negroes were convicted of crimes of which the penalty was death, instead of being 
executed they might be sold into slavery for a limited time ? 

Anstcei'. You mean the provision of JNIr. Wallace^s bill ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansn-er. I think it was this, to allow them to sell themselves into slavery, if they 
desired to ; and that for certain crimes, which I do not remember, they might be sold 
into slavery for a limited time. That is the provision of Mr. Wallace's bill, I think. 
Understand me, I was not bringing this out to implicate Major Wallace at all. 

Mr. Vax Trump. It was brought out by my question that Mr. Wallace called on him 
to explain a certain thing, and I asked what it was. If there is any odium I want it 
to be on me. 

By ilr. Stevexsok : 

Question. Do you wish to be understood as intending to imply that that bill was a 
cruelty to the free negroes ? 
Answer. 1 do not, sir. 

Question. Was it not rather introduced to mitigate their condition ? 

Answer. In a word, I do not find any fault with Colonel Wallace for his bill. That 
answers the question. 

Question. It was, then, a bill which you, as a humane man, might have approved ? 

Answer. 1 do not remember what my opinions were. I do not find any fault with 
him for it. 

Question. You did not find any fault with him at that time 
Answer. I do not remember that I did. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. The merit or demerit of Mr. Wallace's bill might largely depend upon the 
state of the law on the same subject. 
Answer. Yes, sir ; certainly. I do nob remember what the law was before. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you recollect whether, at the same legislature, there was a bill intro- 
duced by some one else to sell the free negroes of South Carolina into slavery ? 
Ansicer. Not to my recollection. 
Question. You do not remember that fact ? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. And the fact that Mr. Wallace moved to table that bill, and it was done ? 
Ansicer. 1 do not remember that. I suppose I should not have thought of Mr. Wallace 
if it had not been brought against him. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. While a large portion of your examination has been very interesting, his- 
torically and statistically, I feel more interested in»getting at the remedy for the evils 
upon us now; at this meeting which you attended, I understand that you distinctly 
assumed the ground that there was a Ku-Klux organization in the county ? 

Answer. Which meeting ? 

Question. At Limestone Springs. 

Answa\ Yes, sir; I had been informed — I desire to be distinctly understood — I had 
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been informed that some negroes had been whipped there, and that there was a state • 
of feeling among the colored people there of insecurity. 

Qiiestioii. That there may be no misapprehension I find in the Spartan, of February 2, 
a report of that meeting, wherein the substance of what you stated is purported to" be 
given, and, I presume, is i)rett3^ near correct. I will read it : 

"He was gratified to know that the officers of the law had in no case been resisted ; 
the sheriff could, with safety, go into any part of the county and arrest any man 
against whom he had a charge, (viz, if he could find him,) without opposition." " 

Then, after stating the causes of the troubles, which will appear in the whole meet- 
ing, you say : 

•'He had had several interviews with the agent, General Anderson, who said Gov- 
ernor Scott would remove incompetent and bad men from office and appoint honest 
and competent men in their stead. 'Ho (the speaker) rejdied that if the governor 
would fulfill that promise he would pledge for the peace and good order of the county. 
Other citizens of the county joined in the pledge, and ho now hoped that large meet- 
ings of both colors and parties would unite in the pledge in good faith." 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I ask whether Governor Scott did not, after that, remove the incompetent 
officers complained of? 

Answer. He did in that neighborliood, but some others are not removed. 

Question. Has it not been general throughout the county that where the complaints 
have been made the removals have been made and others appointed ? 

Answer. He has made a good many, or several, I think, sir. 

Question. In that township Mr. Lyle, a member of the legislature, lives ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He spoke from the same stand with you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Of course you have no idea that Mr. Lyle is a member of the Ku-Klux 
organization, or was at that time ? 
A7mver. I have not. 

Question. I deem it due here to say, so that it may be known, that my information 
from Washington is that the Ku-Klux in Rutherford County, North Carolina, who are 
confessing, have given the information that Mr. Lyle was in council with the com- 
manders of the Klan, who planned and carried out the raid on Kutherfordton j having 
given his name and the circumstances, I shall send for him to explain that. 

Answer. That is all new to me. 

;Mr. Van Truisip. I have not heard of it before. 

The Witness. I had not. 

The Chairman. I do not want him to decline to come. I want him to appear. 
The Witness. It is twenty miles from here. 

The Chairman. If he is innocent, I want him to have the opportunity of eleariwg 
himself; and otherwise, I want to get at him. I want to follow this subject a little. 
You gave as one reason for this state of things, the inefiiciency of your judiciary, also. 
I notice in this paper the resignation of Judge Vernon, against whom I understand 
there was no charge of either want of intelligence, or fairness or impartiality on the 
bench, but simply of incompetence because of intemperance. I read the concluding 
sentence of the article commenting on his resignation in the Spartan of February 2 : 

"Fairness and impartiality have certainly characterized, throughout the judicial 
ermine of Judge Vernon." 

Following that I find in the paper of the 9th of March a notice is given of the eloc- 
tion of Judge Moses. I understood you to say that the legislature elected the judges 
here. 

Aiiswo\ That is correct. 

Question. They are not elected by the people ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. In that paper entire confidence is expressed in the cai^acity of Judgo 
Moses. The remarks are as follows : 

"Colonel Montgomery Moses, of Sumter, has been elected judge of this judicial cir- 
cuit. The Sumter Watchman, a paper in Judge Moses's native town, and where he 
now lives, says : 'He is one of the oldest members of the Sumter bar; is a brother of 
Chief Justice Moses, with whom he held a law partnership for many years. We doubt 
not he will give his best abilities to the office, aiming to hold the scales of justice at a 
balance and to administer the law independent of all party considerations. He acted 
with the conservatives in 1868, and* he declares that, in securing his election, he would 
make no sacrifice of political position.' 

That is dated 9th of March ; now, since that have there not been repeated outrages 
in this county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think there have been several. 

Question. And prior to that you had assumed, in a public speech, the existence of tho 
order, and was satisfied it did exist ? 
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Answer. I did believe it. 

Qiuf^tion. As an evidcuee of public sentiment in this county I will read an extract 
from the same paper, Avbich announces the appointment of Judge Closes after these 
meetings were held. This is a statement made in copying from the Union Times: 

The Union Times, in noticing the 'situation' in that county, says: ^lu this county 
order and quiet reigns supreme, and our people are pursuing their vocations as if 
nothing had ever occurred to disturb their peace. Captain Stewart's men walk their 
'' lonely rounds" without suspicion or thouglit of danger, and the colored people are 
putting themselves under the wings of the" Ku-Klux for protection. So one of them 
told us.'" 

Then follows the remarks of the editor of the Spartan : 

''We are glad to report a like c(mdition of affairs in Spartanburgh, except that Cap- 
tain Stewart is not here. We expect no further troubles, and hope there may be no 
new causes of trouble. Our peo])le much prefer a quiet state of affairs. We cannot 
report the colored peojile under the wings of the Ku-Klux, as the Times says tliej^ are 
in Union. Perhaps this is because we have no Ku-Klux in Spartanburgh." 

In the same number of that paper, noticing the bill before Congress lor the suppres- 
sion of the Ku-Klux, the editor remarks in reference to the commissioners proposed tc» 
be appointed : 

There are few of the respectable men in the south who would be willing to act in 
such a capacity, and as about one thousand are to be appointed, Sambo will have an 
unusual opportunity for promotion — perhaps we should say elevation." 

Do you understand that to mean thut if a negro would accept that position he would 
be likely to be hung ? 

Answer. It is reallv news to me. I never heard of it or thought of it. I rarely see 
that. 

Question. Is that what you understand by that language? 
Answer. I do not know that I caught it exactly. 
(2«c6'/?o?i. ''Elevation" is in italics. 

Answer. It may mean that they will be elevated to heaven. (The witness examines 
the article above mentioned.) 

Question. What do you understand by that ? 

Ansicer. I do not know ; it may be to elevate him to position or hang him. 

Question. Would not the i:>laiu understanding of that, addressed to an ignorant 
crowd, mean that the negro who would accept that position would deserve to be hung? 

ulnswer. It is a thing' I had not thought of. I do not think our people are so dis- 
posed — that is, the good citizens. 

Question. You say this has entirely escaped your attention in a paper published in 
your own town ? 

Ansicer. I very often do not look at it. I look at the papers from abroad. 

Question. Can such things appear in a paper where there is an unequivocal denuncia- 
tion of the outrages of the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I suppose the editor makes his own comments — it might admit of two con- 
Btructions. The fact is that I do not remember ever to have seen, or thought of that. 

Question. That is the paper of the 9th of March. I proceed to the paper of the 23d. 

Answer. You had better bring up the editor. 

Question. I want to get at the remedy for these evils, not to reflect on the editor or 
anybody else. In this paper of Spartan of March 23, quoting from the Phcenix, occur 
these words : 

'' And there can be no genuine and lasting peace until this State passes into other 
hands, and we are remitted to ' cheerful and wholesome self-government.' Until this 
period we must do all that is possible to improve our surroundings ; but South Carolina 
cannot be tranquil and prosperous until she stands redeemed of the influences that 
now control her destinies." 

In the state of public feeling that existed here at that time would not that be con- 
strued by these men w ho were carrying on these lawless operations to approve their 
ojierations to get possession of the State government ? 

Answer. No, sir; for I think it is self-evident that we cannot have prosperity until 
we have at least a change in the present administration of affairs. Mr. Chamberlain, 
before the committee of eleven in the tax-payers' convention, said "that the brains and 
intelligence of the country must be brought to its support, or it would fall to pieces of 
its own rottenness. " I do not think that last article is susceptible of the construction 
you give it. 

Question. 1 do not want to screen official misconduct or corruption, but I want to get 
at the fact whether there does not exist a state of affairs in this county, in which lan- 
guage of this kind would be very naturally construed into an approval of these acts 
which you say you believe were instigated because of the bad State government. 

Ansive)'. I have no doubt that was the cause of* it, but I cannot say that the con- 
struction you put upon it is correct. 

Question. Then alter that article, appearing on the 9th of March, denying the exist- 
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ence of the Ku-Klux in this county — after you had addressed the people to remedy the 

evil, I find on the 30th of March the outrage on Dr. Wiusmith, his notice 

Answer. 1 remember that. 

Question. So that the Ivu-Klux did exist before this denial was put in the paper, aud 
other outrages continued afterward ? 

Answer. I am not responsible for that paper, by any means, but I have given my 
opinions as to the Ku-Klux, and you have them. 

Question. In that connection I will ask, is not this paper the acknowledged organ of 
the democratic party in this county ? 

Answer. It is the only democratic paper. 

Question. And, as I understand, published by a gentleman of intelligence and stand- 
ing here in the party ? 

Answer. It is published by ]Mr. Trimmier. He is considered a gentleman of good 
character. 

Question. So I supposed. I do not wish to reflect on his character further than his 
I^osition may do it. I follow that, going to the 28th of April, which seems to be after 
the arrival of the military, and after the shooting of Dr. Winsmith, and there I find 
the following under the editorial head in this newspaper : 

"*A KEVEREND GENTLEMAN'S ' EVENING PRAYER. 

(" Supposed to have been uttered ou the evening of the arrival of the United States 
cavalry at this place.) 

" Xow I lay me clown to sleep, 
I pray thee, Grant, my body keep. 
Just let thy soldiers round mo stand, 
And drive away the Ku-Klux band ; 
That I may have one night of rest, 
With consciousness of safety blessed." 

Is that suflSciently indicative to i)oiut out any minister of the gospel hero ? 
Answer. I think so. 
Question. Who? 

Answer. I think it is Dr. Cummings. 
Question. It then follows : 

" xVud thou{:jh my conscience sting no more. 
And keep me wakeful evermore, 
I think 1 can make out to snore. 
A gratetul song 1 then will raise, 
Thy soldiers and thy grace to praise. 
Amen. 

" Spartanburgh, South Carolina, April 10, 1871." 

I cite that as an indication of public opinion here as to the coming of the soldiers 
and as to the feeling of men, who, after the shooting of Dr. Wiusmith, were appre- 
hensive. 

Answer. I have no doubt it referred to that gentleman. 

Question. And this was after Dr. Wiusmith was shot in his own house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I believe so ; I have not the dates myself. 

Question. Aud following that, on the 11th of May, appears the murder of Wallace 
Fowler, here called Wally Olin, on Colonel Jones's plantation. They condemn that 
proceeding ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that was an outrage. 

Question. In the paper of the 18th follows a card dated the 9th, in which you spoke 
of the number of cases that you supposed had occurred in this county ? 
Ansice7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And in the paper of the 15th of June I find a communication ptiblished 
with reference to the taking of the recoguizance of General Bates for his appearance in 
court, and quoting the language of Judge Orr, before whom he was bailed. Alluding 
to Judge Orr the writer says : 

"The judge exi)ressed his condemnation of the acts of lawlessness which have been 
reported from this county in very decided and unmeasured terms. He wished that the 
proceedings had been brought before him at Spartanburgh. He wanted to tell our 
people the trouble they were bringing upon themselves. Martial law, with all its 
attendant horrors, would be soon visited upon a community which would not be per- 
suaded by gentler means to obey the law and keep the peace." 

That is a communication signed Amicus Fius." 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, it appears that notwithstanding your well-directed efibrts, which were 
successful in Limestone Township, frt)m some influence these outrages have continued 
in this county until within the last two weeks. We have one case before us, showing 
a man whipped within two weeks. 
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Answer I snpposo you have Lad that explained more fully tliau I can. 

QiusHon. I stated as a fact, that we have had a ease before us of a man whipped 
within th(Oast two weeks. Now, in this state of things, if the number of persons 
whipped in this county should turn out to amount to fifty or a hundred, and certainly 
if they amount to two hundred, would you not consider it right that this committee 
should give an intimation to the citizens through you, or through other citizens, that 
if these things continue, and especially if any of the witnesses called here by either 
side, by either ])arty, and who have been before this committee, should bo made the 
subject of Ku-Ivlux outrages, that it would bo right for this committee to say to the 
pulllie, that the civil law is utterly inefficient in this county? 

Answer. Well, sir, I hope that this investigation will arouse a feeling in this county 
that will change the state of things, and I think I may safely say that a number of 
the good citizens of the country will traverse the county and warn them of their danger. 
I am ready, for one, to go into any part of it — for I feel the danger. I have warned 
them of martial law. When martial law comes, the innocent and the gnilty may bo 
brought out. I am williug, for one, and I volunteer, as I have done heretofore, to go 
into any part of this county and call the citizens together, and warn the good citizens 
of the country that there is danger, I hoi)e that this committee will at least allow U8 
that oi)portunity. 

Question. I am very glad we have come to that point, for I thkik it is the sincere 
desire of the committee to aid in ending trouble, instead of causing any. In the next 
l)lace, I wish further to put this (xuestion in that point of view. Do you not think 
lhat, in order to give any assurance of continued protection iu this county, it will be 
necessary, not only that there shall be a condemnation in words of these proceedings, 
but active measures taken to discover, arrest, and punish the perpetrators of past 
oflenses? 

Answer. Yes, sir; yes, sir. I am perfectly willing. 

Question. I have been informed, to speak plainly 

Answer. I like plain talk 

Ques'ion. by the United States commissionerln this place, that since he has under- 
taken to arrest the men implicated by testimony taken by him — whether that testimony 
shall be sustained in court or not I do not know — many citizens have said to him 
that he is only stirring up trouble and must desist ; that it will do no good. Now, I 
feel bound to say that I think if that has been the case — and I speak it upon his infor- 
mation — that it is a fatal step towards bringing about insecurity here, and instead of 
any one seeking to deter him from carrying on prosecutions he ought to be sustained 
l)y every one. It may be that many of the charges are unfounded, but that will be 
decided in the courts. 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. But I think instead of preventing prosecutions, where there is any reason- 
able ground of belief the citizens ought to encourage them. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

^Iv. Van Tkump. Now that the Senator has made a statement to go into the report, 
I wish to make one in connection with it. While we ought to be anxious to ferret out 
the perpetrators of these outrages, we ought to be very careful to not throw out in- 
sinuations ; to not injure persons perhaps innocent ; and I make this remark in view of 
the remark of the Senator as to the United States commissioner, that if he has stated 
the fact he himself ought to be called as a witness to enumerate, indicate, and point 
out the very men who have thus expressed themselves. 

The CiiAirtMAX. I wish to have it understood that I have not been informed that he has 
been threatened — that he has been advised in this way. 

The Witness. I want to be distinctly understood here, the good citizens of this 
county must come to its relief. We must go out and stop this if possible, and I am 
willing to go into any hole or corner of the county, and I do hope that no harsh measures 
may be taken for anything that is passed, but give us the chance. 

The Chairman. As we are on this subject, I will say this : The testimony may perhaps 
disclose a state of things that many people and some members of the committee may 
deem exaggerated; as I have already said, the purpose of the committee is to suppress 
instead of stirring up strife and disorder. I thinkit is proper to say, if any doubt of that 
kind remains, I, as chairman of th(? committee, will advise them to take such testimony 
as we may at this time, and that we adjourn from this place Avith the understanding 
that we will return here after the committee shall assemble iu the fall, if the circum- 
stances at all seem to require it, to verify the truth of the statements made, or ascer- 
tain the true condition of things. 

Mr. Stevenson. I believe, Mr. Chairman, the entire sub-committee are in favor of 
fully investigating every one of these outrages on the spot where they have been com- 
mitted ; and therefore if there shall reach Washington, in the interval between this 
time and the 20th of September, when the general committee meets, reports of new 
violences anywhere, I shall vote for a full investigation thereof right on the spot. 

The Witness. On the spot. We hope that will bo the case. I have been looking at 
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this thing. I have seen it. I have felt the dread of martial law. As I observed a 
"while ago^ the great fault, iu my judgment, is in the incompetency of the officials. The 
truth is that all the officials, except the few who are elected — the county officers — are 
appointed by Governor Scott, and therefore we have no chance ; but I think that now 
we can bring such a state of things before the x)ublie that even these violent men will 
take the hint and stop. And I do trust that the committee will give us the chance, 
because if martial law is declared, the ilmocent must suffer with the guilty. 

By the Chaik:man : 

Question. The expenses of the State government of South Carolina for the years of 
1855 and 1860, which you have given us from the comptroller general's report, weio 
estimated expenses ? 

Answer. I believe so, sir. 

Question. Have you the report which would show the actual expenses foj* the year 
commencing October 1, 1866, of which you have given the estimate ? 

Answer. I have not it here, sir. The estimates are generally made up from data that 
they had, and 1 think the estimates have generally covered the actual expenses. 

Question. The point I desire to get at is that the year 1860 having been givon, and as 
that year would embrace the year in which the State seceded and the war began, I 
would like to have the actual expenses instead of the estimates. 

Answer. That would come out the next year. 

Question, Have you that ? 

Answer. I have not it here ; I suppose I have it among my old papers. This is the 
estimate of supplies for the year commencing October 1, 1860. 

Question. Did I correctly understand you when you gave testimony of matter that 
y©u had taken from a newspaper, in reference to executions iu Kershaw County, when 
I supposed those that you first gave were executions upon judgments, or were they all 
executions for the collection of taxes ? 

Answer. I understood that they were tax executions, from the newspaper, which was 
speaking of the taxes, of the expeusee, &c., of the government, and of the enormous 
taxation. 

Question. I took up the idea that the first number to which you referred were execu- 
tions issued upon judgments obtained between private parties. 

Answer. Between private parties ; my impression was it was so. 

Question. I do not understand how the governor could suspend them. You now 
state that they were entirely executions for taxes due the State government f 

Answer. That is my recollection of the newspaper article. 

Question. What paper was that article taken from ? 

Answer. I do not remember. 

Question, Was it a paper published during the l?-st political campaign ? 

Answer. I do not remember now. I took it as I found it, without putting down the 
dates — not expecting to be called. 

Question. You have not the article now, but simply the pencil memorandum you took 
from it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there not a great deal of heated matter published during the last cam- 
paign, upon both sides, that you would not like to vouch for ? 

Answer. 1 would not like to vouch for the autheuticity of any newspaper article. 
Question. You have no knowledge whether it was correct or not ? 
Answer. O, no, sir. 

Question. With reference to the State expenditures, do not the different circumstances 
under which the State government was inaugurated necessarily involve a larger 
amount of expenditure now than during the years to which you have referred, '55 and 
'60? 

Answer. I do not see that they necessarily^ do, but the increase of officers and the 
various increases of expenditure, of course in the way they have it, do, but not neces- 
sarily. 

Question. Would not the increased cost of living, or, if you put it otherwise, the dif- 
ference in the value of money, account for it ? 
Answer. It might to that extent. 

Question. W^ould it not involve very nearly double the amount ? 

Answer. Not nearly double the amount. It might to some extent. 

Question. Has not that been your experience since the war, that the cost of material 
and living, and everything that enters into actual expenses of sustaining a govern- 
ment, are almost double ? 

Answer. A great many of the expenses have largely increased. 

Question. Do the expenditures you have given embrace any portion of the appropri- 
ations made to pay the arrearages of interest which accrued on the State debt dining 
the war ? 

Answer^ I think not, sir. 



SOUTH CAROLIXA — SU15-C0MMITTEE. 



793 



Qucsiion. I do not mesm the debt incurred during the war, but I mean the interest 
that accrued on the preexisting debt ? 

Aimrer. I understand you. I think it was in 18G5 or 18GG that the h^gislature passed 
an act to fund the then due coupons, euibracing all that would be due up to July, 18G7; 
after July, lhG7, the legislature had to provide for it. 

Question. If I am correct, there Avas during the war an accumulation of iuterest Cb. 
the debt which existed at the begiuuing of the war? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Qacstion. That interest was not paid during the war ? 
Ansicer. I presume not a great deal of it. 

Qucsiion. Were there any appropriations made in this j^ear to meet that accrued 
interest — I mean in 1869-70 ? I incxuire, for I do not know. 
Mr. Van Tiiu.Mr. That was for the year ending October, 1870. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. I speak as to the year yon were examined upon. 

Answer. My understanding was that the accrued interest was to be funded, and new 
bonds given up to July, 18G7. That is my recollection. 

Question. Does that enter into the expenses you have referred to in any manner in 
any of these estimates ? 

Answer. I think it does not. I think those bonds were issued, and the interest on 
the bouds would come ,iuto it. That is my recollection 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. While these estimates for the year beginning on the 1st of October, I860, 
may have been increased by the intervention of the war— though that does not appear 
here in these estimates — that contingency would not apply to the estimates of 1855 ? 

Ansu'cr. Not at all, sir. 

Question. We do not know how far the estimates may have been exceeded by the 
actual expenses in that portion of 18G1 that was included in the estimates for that 
year, do we ? 

Answcj. No, sir; we do not know. 

Question. But if I understand you, the estimates prior to that time, according to your 
recollection, always covered the actual expenditures ? 
Answer. 1 think that there was very seldom, if ever, any deficiency. 
Question. No deficiency bills were i^assed ? 

Ansicer. I do not remember that there were. I suppose it became a pretty fixed sum 
in regard to all these known expenditures, from the fact that we have appropriated the 
same amount in each year for the pay of the legislators — $18,000. 

Question. Does that apply to the general state of things in the expenditures of the 
government prior to 18G1 f 

Answer. Generally, what the expenses would be was very nearly estimated. 

Qucsiion. Would not the actual taxes for those years be a criterion to know whether 
they were exceeded or not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. 1 find the taxes levied and collected for 1855 were $399,7.39 67 ; that, taken 
with the estimates, would be a pretty good criterion to show that the estimates were 
not too short for the expenses of the government? 

Ansicer. My impression is that that is rather below the usual amount. I think it has 
gone to sometimes four or five hundred thousand dollars, when there 'was anything 
like an extraordinary appropriation, such as building court-houses and the like of that, 
which were called extraordinary appropriations. 

Question. That report of the comptroller general, giving the aggregate of five yearn, 
and striking the average, would certainly bo a test of what the expenses had been for 
those five years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that must be a test^for those five years. 

Question. From your recollection and memorandum of what that newspaper stated 
in regard to these tax executions, 3,600 executions were in Kershaw County 1 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is Kershaw a pretty extensive, rich, and thickly-populated county? 
Answer. I am not acquainted with it. 

Question. And these executions would issue for delinquencies on personal as well as 
real property, would they not ? If a man Avas delinquent in his payment of taxes for 
personal property, an execution would go out tor that as well as real estate ? 

Answer. My impression is that sometimes several executions have been issued against 
the same man for delinquencies for a year or two past. 

Question. And they would be in separate executions? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and probably. that was the case there. • 

Question, Would these 3,600 executions for taxes necessarily be confined to real estot© 
executions ? 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They would be on personal property, as well as on real estate delinqnents? 
Answer. O, yes, sir. They would be on. any kind of property where there was a defi- 
ciency, even if it was a dog, I suppose. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
QitesUon. Would they apply to poll-tax ? 
Answer. I do not know ; but I x)resume so. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, The same process of collection applies to all taxes ? 

Answer. I presume they apply to all taxes. That was my impression. 

Question. You have been asked^whether there were not threats, and you admit that 
there had been some proceedings in the direction of discharging negroes if they con 
tinned to vote the radical ticket f 

Answer. I do not remember of any threats of discharging, but of not employing them 
the next year. 

Question. Do you say, from your personal knowledge of the peoi)le in all the. States, 
that that kind of thing is peculiar to South Carolina f 
Answer. I am not prepared to say. 
Question. You have not been acquainted in the North ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You. do not know that hundreds of instances of the same kind occur there ? 

Ansiver. I have heard rumors that those who employ hands employed in factories, or 
anything of the kind, would turn off those who did not support their political party, 
I cannot say it myself, but that has been frequently said . 

Question. The chairman has asked you to give a construction to an editorial article 
in the Spartan paper, a thing which is patent on its face for anybody to interpret, as to 
what was meant by i)romoting the negro and perhaps elevating? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, taking the legal rule to give the most liberal construction where 
innocence or guilt is concerned, might not that have been a sarcastic remark, imply- 
ing that, however much you might promote a negro to otlice, he never could elevate 
himself up to it ? 

Answer. It is very reasonable, sir, that it might be so. 

Question. You were asked w^hether there were not some organized efforts on the part 
of democrats here to arm or defend themselves in these clubs. I understood you to 
say that you did not know that there was anything of the sort done in the clubs. 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. But you have heard remarks on the streets by democrats ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. That they intended to take care of themselves ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that it was necessary. 

Question. Did you think that was wonderful, in the face of the chief magistrate arm- 
ing what might be almost said to be a hostile race ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I thought it was prudent for men to be prepared for an assault ; not 
to make the attack, but lor defense. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Let me understand your last remark when you spoke of a hostile race 

Ansiver. I did not use the expression. 

Question. You answered the question" assuming that. Is it true that the negro is 
actually hostile to white men? Is there a state of hostile feeling between them? 

Ansiver. I do not think that he is naturally, unless excited by iniiammatory si)eeches 
from others. 

Question. I understood you to say iu your testimony, in the first place, that although 
incendiary appeals had been made to the negrmjs in this county, you were not aware 
that any act had been done by them in pursuance of thqse appeals, and no property 
had been burnt in this county ? 

Ansiver. I do not know that I remarked that incendiary appeals had been made. 

Question. Yon made some remark of the kind. I may not quote you exactly. 

Answer. I do not remember i)ositively. I have heard of such things, but I do not 
know of their having committed any in this county. I mentioned York, and that I 
liad understood they were there. 

Question. So far as hostility has displayed itself in this county, has it not been on the 
part of this organization, and as bands, against the negroes ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have heard of any absolutely hostile acts on tlio part 
of negroes, except I have heard it remarked that they were hostile among them- 
selves in cases where one of their number would differ with them in politics. I have 
heard these remarks. 

Question, But I am speaking of the relations between the two races ; have not acta 
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of Lostility been on tho part of these hostile bands, composed of whoever they may- 
be, ao^aiust the negroes ? 

Answer. I have heard of negroes being Avith those who were committing outrages. 

Question, I3nt so far as you know of acts of actual hostility, have they not been in 
the largest measure by these disguised bands, at night, against negroes ? 

Answer. I do not know of any acts of hostility at all except from general report. I 
have heard of negroes being hostile — that is, having committed acts of hostility. 

Question. You misunderstand mo still. Have you not heard of many instances in 
which these armed bauds have committed acts of hostility against negroes If 

Answer. I have, of several. 

Question. Now, have there been any in which negroes as a race have manifested hos- 
tility to the whites ? 
Answe)\ Not open acts. 

Question. I suppose you did not intend to carry out the idea that there was actual 
hostility between tho races? 
Answer. Xo, sir; I did not. 

Question. I desire to get at tho rate of taxation. You say you own two thousand 
acres of land in this county. Can you give us the amount of taxation levied on your 
land for the last year, or about the amount ? 

Answe)\ My whole tax — State taxes and county taxes — ^last year was a little short of 
$400. 

Question. What Avas the proportion between the State and county taxes ? 
Answer. I think the State tax was nine mills, if I do not forget. 
Question. Nine mills to tho dollar? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and about live mills — I think it was about thirteen mills on the 
dollar. 

Question. Of that the i^roportions are, nine mills of State taxes, and five or four, if it 
was thirteen altogether, of county taxes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so ; but tho county commissioner will be before you and 
can inform you precisely. 

Question. That was your whole tax 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That included your personal as well as real estate ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can you tell us how much of that would be assessed on your lands? 
Answer. That included my property in this State. I have property out of the State 
Question. That included all your proi>erty in this State? 
Answer. Yes, sir j real estate as well as personal. 

Question. Can you tell the proportion which your land bore to the general valuation ? 
I do not wish to inquire into your private atiairs. 

Answer. I do not think I can, for my real estate is mixed — it is land in the country, 
and some little town i)roperty in lots," and I do not know how to separate them. 

Question. About $400 was all you paid? 

Anstrer. A little less than $400. 

Quesiioji. That includes State and county, and the State would be a little more than 
double the county tax ? 
Answer. Not so much, perhaps. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Perhaps tho witness can separate his personal tax from his real estate ? 
Answer. I think my i^ersonal property here was estimated at about $14,000 or §15,000. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. The taxes on that are embraced in the w^hole $400 ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; and my recollection now is that my lauded estate and personal 
property here in this county were very nearly equal. 

Question, That would make tho whole valuation in this county about §30,000 ? 
Answer. Y(^s, sir. 

Question. You say you have land outside of this county, in this State? 

Answer, No, sii* ; I have laud in North Carolina, but not elsewhere in South Carolina. 

By Mr." Stevenson : 

Question. Then the taxes on your real estate are about one-half of the whole which 
you paid ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question, That would be nearly $200 on $15,000 valuation of real estate ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; something approximating that. 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, That would Include two thousand acres of land and more or less town 
property ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; two lots. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. But two thousand acres of what is in general very poor land ? 
Answer. Very poor land, three-fourths of it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : . 

Question. I desire to ask about the conduct of the negroes here. Were you hero 
during the war ? 
Anstver. No, sir ; I was in the eounty, on my plantation. 
Question. You were in the county ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not the conduct of the negroes during the war quiet and obedient ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir ; so far as I know, I think it was generally. 

Question. Have they been disposed to be unruly ? Had they not a xery fair oppor 
tunity then, when the great body of white men were gone ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a very fair ox3por tunity. 

By Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. Would they not be quiet now if they were left alone by outside meddlers ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. If they had been left alone entirely would they have been still in slavery i 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you think they would have been free but for the war ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think thej^ would, but you asked me how they were durin.s^ 
the war, and I told you I thought they behaved very well during the war, and would 
have continued to behave well but for outsiders that have come in since the war. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 13, 1871. 
SIMPSON BOBO sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How long have you lived in this county ? 
Answer. Sixty-seven, going on sixty-eight years. 
Question. What is your profession ? 

Answer. My principal business has been at the bar — law. 
Question. You are still a practicing lawyer at this bar ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I am engaged, besides that, in farming, making iron, and a variety 
of things ; but that is my leading business. 

Question. The general end of our inquiry is to ascertain the extent to which the civil 
laws are executed in the late insurrectionary States, and the degree of security enjoyed 
for life, person, and property therein. Without special interrogation, will you i)lease 
go on and give us any information you have that will throw light upon these in- 
quiries ? ■ . 

Answer. Well, sir, that is a very general question, and opens a field that I might talk 
about for a week, perhaps ; but I want to get it into some shape. There has been in 
this part of the country, and, I sui)pose, to some extent, through the whole of the 
South, some disturbances, some irregularities since the close of the war. There have 
been in this particular section of the country some. I confess that, with all the light 
I have on the subject, I have been surprised that there have been no more irregulari- 
ties, from the peculiar circumstances in which we have been lolaced. You know we 
have gone through one of the most remarkable changes in our relations to each other 
that has been known, perhaps, in the history of the world. The negro that was our 
slave has become our master suddenly — "just turned up," as a very familiar mode of 
expression among the negroes has it ; the bottom rail has got on top, the negro being 
suddenly placed in that relation. That very circumstance has produced in itself a very 
unpleasant state of feeling. But my impression is, that any one looking at it philo- 
sophically, to the state of the country as it was and as it is— any one living here and 
knowing all about it, will bo surprised that there has been as little disturbance as there 
has been. If the Government had given us a good government ; if it had let us re- 
main under a military go vert iment, none of these troubles would have been in this 
country. Until the military rule was removed from South Carolina, I do not remcm 
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bcr of ft single disfVirbaDce that was of auy consequence. When the Army Tvithdrew, 
at first there \^ore a few disturbances, but after that there ^Ye^e none. Our people 
were disposed to be quiet. I do honestly believe that the southern people, wheu 
they surrendered at Appomattox, were in earnest, and intended to submit to the 
cha'nj^od state of afiairs without disturbances.— I think that is their feeliug yet, 
and that the better class of our people all over this country are just that way now. 
We want to be at peace. That is the principal feeling, but, as I have said, there have 
been disturbances. There have been a great many cases — I say a great many — a 
good many eases of the whipping of negroes in this county and some of the adjoining 
counties, some for one purpose and some for another. I think some of them have 
been political, and some of them have been with a view of answering special euds. For 
instance, upou this subject, to give you an idea of it, now, you gentlemen from the 
North know very little about the negroes. They arje great thieves. The body of the 
iiegroos are realiy so. These Ku-Klux, as they are called — disguised men — take up 
these negroes. They take up a negro whom they know has been guilty of stealing, 
and make him state all that he knows about others stealing, if they can. They first 
liud out that a fdluw has been stealing. Down here, on Ennoree Kiver, some thirty 
miles fi'oui hero, the neighbors were losing their cotton, last fall, to a great extent. 
The negroes woul*! go into the field at night and carry it off. They caught one negro, 
at it. They told iiim nothing about it, and a few neighbors put on disguises and went 
and took up that fellow. Well, the negroes had an impression at first that they were 
gh(ists. They had an idea that they knew more about things than other people. It 
was dilTercnt from auy appearance that exhibited itself. They took him up, and asked 
him if he could tell what he was taken up for. He hesitated for a while. They insisted 
upon his giving out what they had taken him up for. He says: I guess you have 
got me here for stealing Massa Jones's cotton." Well, that was the fact. That was 
what they took him up for. They said yes, that was it. They said, " Have you stolen 
anything else ? Do you know of anybody who has stolen f And if they did not know 
of anything else, (in this case he did not,) they said to him, "Now, wo are going to 
whip you for that ; but if you go home, and go to work, we will have no more trouble 
with yon.'' They whipped him and turned him loose ; and a day or two afterward 
they took up another, and this fellow had talked about it, and so the moment they 
took this man up, he said it was for the killing of such a man's pig. So it was with 
several others that they called on and caught up, and they say it has cured the neighbor- 
hood of stealing. That is a sample of a great many cases of the kind that have occurred. 
Another sample I will give you is of this sort : The lower class of white people — that 
Is a proper mode of expression — the lower class of white people have a great preju- 
dice against the negro, because he is a competitor for common labor, and wherever they 
come into collision, these fellows form themselves into a Klan, and take up negroes 
that come in their way, and punish them. I have heard a great many cases of that 
kind — not known positively, but people said it was so. They take up a negro ; for 
instance, a white man rents a tract of land to a negro. Some white man wants to get 
the land. The owner i)refers giving it to the negro. For the purpose of punishing 
the negro, he Avill then get up a parcel of neighbors, and in disguise they will go and 
whip the negro half to death. Another case is of this sort: I have iron works. I 
have been bothered a great deal in getting up a proper foundery since the war. Iron- 
founders before the war were all negroes. They will not Avork all the week. These 
blasting furnaces have to be run ail the week, Sundays and all, and since the war I 
have been troubled in getting a blast ; they bio wed out from one cause or another. The 
result is, I have not been able to make anything at iron since the war. I got a white 
man at last from North Carolina, just over the line, who is a founder. He came over, and 
I employed him. He agreed to run the furnace through the blast for so much. He run 
it beautifnlly, and was going on finely for about six or eight weeks. I was there and 
saw it. It is only twenty miles from here. I called one day, and he said, "Are you 
l)leased with the concern thus far f" I told him yes. Says he, "I must have higher 
wages, or I Avill quitJ' I Avas looking for that, for I knew the character of that class of 
men. I said, " Go to the clerk and settle, and you can go." He says, I don't want to 
disturb your business. I will stay until Saturday, and you can get somebody in my 
jdace." I went off for a negro that I had all along in ray eye. I knew that, following 
the white man, I would get control of the negro, and he would mind his business. I 
put the negro in the furnace, and about a week afterward somebody came there and 
took that founder out and beat him dreadfully. I have no more doubt than I have of 
anything I didn't see, that it was that founder who came over from North Carolina 
with a few fellows and beat that negro. 

By :Mr. Yak TRu:vrp : 
Quesiion, Were they disguised men ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; they were disguised. The white man had remarkable flaxen hair 
— bright flaxen hair — and the negro said he saw his hair, aud he knew it was him. 
Question. He was perfectly satisfied it was him ? 
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Ansicer. Tlie negro had no doubt about it. There were twelve or fourteen of them, 
and every one of them gave him a few licks every round, beginning at number one. He 
said they called it out in that way, number one, number two, and so on, and they all 
whipped him, and then turned him loose. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Tltat is the negro's account to you ? 
Aymver. Ye#, sir ; and I have no doubt about that. 

Question. At what time did this thing occur down on the river that you spoke of 
first ? • 

Ansicer. It was last fall ; at the cotton-picking time. 

Question, Who were the persons that instituted that mode of deterring the negroes 
from stealing ? 
Ansicer. I do not know who one of them was. 
Question. Where did you get the account of it ? 

Answer. From some person in the neighborhood ; I do not know who. 
Question. One of the parties who did it ? 
Ansice}'. No, sir. 

Question. Was it one of the negroes who was whipped ? 
Ansicer. No, sir; some white man from the neighborhood. 
Question. How did he know ? 

Answer. I don't know how. I told you it was only reports down there. I dgn't 
know anything about it. That is the way I heard it. I did not get it from any 
authority. 

Question. I understood from the particularity with which you gave the conversation 
even, that you had it authentically from somebody ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; I premised it by telling. you that I didn't know whether it was 
right or not, only I heard it. I do not know anything about any of these things 
myself. 

Question. But that is the way you think these things began ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question Is it not likely that the negroes told it f 
Ansicer, Yes, sir ; I think so. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Then this is not an authentic account of how this thing originated, but 
only a reason given for it ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, would there be any difficulty in a case of that kind, where the negro 
had stolen cotton or pork with any evidence against him, to bri ng him into court and 
convict him ? 

Answer. No doubt of it at all. That is the right way for them to do. 

Questio7t, But they took the law into their own hands ? 

Answer. It was all wrong, certainly. 

Question. There was nothing to justify that ? 

Answer, No, sir ; nothing at all. 

Question. The civil tribunals were open to them ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, There was no difficulty in enforcing the law at all ? 
Answer. No, sir ; none at all. 

Question. The other case was at your own establishment ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that when the negro steals, he is whipped ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And when he works industriously, he is whipped? 
Aitswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Let the case be what it may f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, have any of these men who have whipped the negro unlawfully, 
either for stealing or for doing honest work, been brought into court and punished ? 

Ansicer. Not a single case that I know of, because they are all just as this case I told 
you of. If that fellow in North Carolina had been here, I would have prevented or 
prosecuted him ; but he was in North Caroliua, and I could not get hold of him with- 
out great trouble. 

Question. You have given us this case in which the negroes were whipped for steal- 
ing, and the other case for working, and you have stated that some of the cases you 
have no doubt were political. What cases did those refer tof Name any one 
specially. 
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Anstcer. I can tell you one that I thonjjht was political. It struck rae so ; I didn^t 
see any other motive'for It, and I do not know but one that occurred in this part of 
the county that could bo traced to that specilically. That is the case of a negro, 
Johnson, a trial justice, who was killed. That I suppose you have heard of. I have 
always thought he was killed on account of his being appointed a trial justice. He 
was a stupid, ignorant fellow, uuht for that or any office. was appointed by Gov- 
ernor Scott, and my judgment is, a^'eat deal of trouble, a large amount of the trouble 
in this county, has grown out of that ; that is, out of the dreadful management of our 
public officers. They appointed, in this county, a lot of men wholly unfit for office, as 
trial justices. That was the only negro appointed. There was one white man. My 
recollection is that he was the first man I heard of being whipped at all — a fellow by 
the name of Champion ; a case which you probably have heard of. 

Question. Yes, sir; we have heard of him. 

Aimm\ Ho was a trial justice, and a very stupid, ignorant creature, and a drunken 
fellow. 

Question. So far as concerns the ordinary offenses in the community, such as larceny, 
&e., against the rights of property, you think your courts afford an adequate means of 
redress f 

Answer. Yes, sir, adequate, I think ; and all the better class of our people have uni- 
formly, without exception, so far as I have reason to believe in such cases, brought 
these cases to justice by indictment. 

Question. lu the ordinary litigation between man and man, involving civil contracts, 
is there any difficulty in procuring justice in the courts ? 

Answer. None at all. I mean now. I ought to make sqme reservation. I say none 
at all. We have had no judges competent to manage the cases ; but, so far as the au- 
thorities of the law are concerned, there have been no obstructions until wo get cases 
into court. We have cases in our court that have been here more than ten years, and 
could not get them disposed of for want of a judge. 

Question. There were no courts held during the war at all, were there ? 

Ansicer. They did not do much business ; there were no cases for debt upon contract 
during the war, but all other matters went on as formerly. 

Question. Is there any other class of cases except those for injury inflicted upon men 
by parties in disguise, and where they could not be identified, for which there has not 
been adequate remedy in the courts? 

Answer. I think none other. 

Question. Have there been any of that class against w^hite men as well as negroes? 
Answer. Do you mean been any prosecutions^ 

Question. No ; I mean have there been any cases in which white men as well as ne- 
groes have been visited by this violence ? 

Answer. There have been a few — a very few I have heard of. This man Champion 
was one, and I have heard of some others whose names I do not remember now — but 
very few. The cases are mostly negroes. 

Question. Can you name any white man you have heard of? 

Answer. I think I heard of a fellow; I can^t call his name now, but it is familiar. 
There were two men in the same neighborhood. Blackwell — Finch Black well was one. 
I heard he was whipped. 

Question. Did you hear of Dr. Winsmith's case? 

Answer. But that was a shooting. 

Question. I am asking about violence by men in disguise ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, there was that case of Winsmith ; he was a white man, but I thought 
you were inquiring about whippings. 

Question. I speak of violence of every class. 

Answa\ Dr. Winsmith is the orily white man shot that I know of, except those shot 
in quarrels constantly. 

Question. Did you hear of any colored men being killed ?• 

Answer. This fellow Johnson I have told you about and a fellow named Fowler, on 
Dr. Jones's place, are about the only ones I remember of. 

Question. Have you heard of any others who have been called upon for the purpose of 
intimidating them, or forcing them to renounce their political oi)inions ? 

Anstcer. I have heard of cases of that kind, but coming from both sides, but I have 
got no case that I could rely upon. I might say I have heard. I had one case coming 
from the radicals, of a negro. The negro told me about it, but that is the only case I 
have heard of. 

Question. That is the only case ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, the only case that comes that near to me. I have heard as many 
from one side, I think, as the other. Individuals of both sides did threaten, I expect ; 
that has been reported. 

Question. Have you noticed any publications in the newspapers of that character, in 
which men renounced their political opinions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there have been several such cases. 
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Question, In Tviiich paper did tbey appear — in the democratic or republican news- 
paper ? 

Answer. I think they are usually in the democratic pajier. It would be natural that 
tliey should be there. 

Qaesiion. Why more natural that they should be there if the threats were on both 
sides ? 

Answer. Because all the cases of renouncing have been from the radical party ; all the 
cases are from the radicals. I heard of no renouncing from the other party, if 
there have been any, I don't know it. 

Question. Have you lieard of any cases in which men in disguise have whipped meu 
and required them to renounce their democratic principles ? 

Answer. Yes ; I have heard of cases. 

Question. Name any that you have heard of 

Answer. I declare I don't think I can tell you a single case by name. I have heard 
of a few cases where it has been said of negroes that they have been required to 
do so ; and it was rei)orted that John Genobles, a man who was a witness here before 
you, was whipped. 

Question. To make bim renounce bis democratic principles? 

Answer. No, sir; his radical principles. 

Question. But, first, I ask for the names of the men who have been required to re- 
nounce their democratic principles. 

Answer. I do not know anybody that has done it from compulsion. I don^t know 
that I have heard of a single case of that sort; but I have heard of cases where they 
required them to — where they have been whipped to make them say they would give 
up their radical principles. 

Question. Has that not been followed bv publications in the newspapers to that 
effect? 

Answer. Not that I know of It may have been that these publications came from 
them, or some of them, but I don't know. 

Question. This case of Mr. Genobles brings to my mind a fact that I had better state 
to you, to let you explain. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. He has been ^amined before us, and the statement was that he was 
required to appear on the court-house stei)s, and there renounce bis republican j)rinci- 
ples, and he did- so. In that connection a statement was made by a witness before this 
committee, that you bad requested the sheriff to suspend the sales, in order that this 
man might have "the opportunity to make the renunciation. 1 will request the judge 
to read you the very words. 

Judge VAN TitUMP. I will read from the testimony of a llv. Poinier in regard to a 
certain sales meeting, and also in regard to a certain ^Ir. Genobles getting up and re- 
nouncing his republicanism: 

'* Question. Is there a general attendance of the people of the county on those days ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a very general attendance, and it was, perhaps, larger on that 
day. It seemed to be understood among the people, and among the leading citizens of 
the town, that this old man was to make this public renunciation ; for old Mr. Bobo, 
a prominent lawyer — the oldest lawyer at the bar there — went to the sheriff, and asked 
bim to suspend t he sales, in order that this old man could make his speech before the 
crowd dispersed.'/ 

The Witness. I say, without hesitation, that it is utterly, utterly false, and without 
the least semblance of excuse. There is not one word of truth. I knew no more about it 
than you did until after be had done it. There was a tract of laud to be sold that a 
poor old man had, which I was looking after, to make his property go off'; and when 
his land was disposed* of, I went immediately to my office. If there was any suspi- 
cion as that at* the sales, I have heard nothing of it," and heard nothing at all of his 
renunciation until a very busy man in town here came to my office door afterward, 
and said, " Genobles has renounced his republican principles from the steps of the court- 
bouse." 

k 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Then it is not true that you requested a suspension of the sales to let him 
make that speecb ? 

Answer. It is utterly false. Not only false— but the sales were not suspended. I 
know they were not, so far as my interest was concerned, and I do not know anything 
about the speech. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Do you know Mr. Genobles ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long has be lived in this county ? 
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Ansiver. Ever since 1 knew him lie has lived here. I think I have known him 
( wenty-five or thirty years. lie may have been raised here. He is an hnmble man. 
Question. A farmer ? 
Ausiver. Yes, sir. 
Qutstiou. An honest man ? 
Answer, ^o far as I know, ho is. 

Question. Have you no information that he made this publication in pursuance of a 
demand by a baud in disguise ? 
J»s?re7-. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard that ? 

Ansicer. I have heard that. It was published in the republican paper here. It was 
published that week that he was compelled to make that speech. 

Question. Have there not been numerous cases of that kind in this county ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Has not the number of them attracted your attention as they appeared 
in the newspapers? 

Answer. Not much. I suppose there have been half a dozen sets of persons who have 
put their names in the newspapers in that way. I should suppose less than twenty, 
altogether. But, of course, I am guessing. I should think not more than that. 

Question. \Vould you be surprised if an examination of the hies would show forty- 
two or forty-three such cases since January last ? 

Answer, it would not surprise me, because I have kept no account. 

Question. Have you heard of none of them being wliipped to produce that effect ? 

Answer. Except Mr. Genobles; he is the only case I have heard of. There were five 
or six — perhaps six — persons from the iron-works that I have charge of renounced 
their republican principles. Neither of them were whipped, I know. How they came 
to do it, except from its being entirely voluntary, I don't know. 

Answo'. So far as they were concerned, I know they were not whipped, and I don^t 
think there was any disposition to restrain them there at all. They could do as they 
pleased. 

Question. Did not the impression get abroad in many parts of the county that the 
only safety men had was by such a renunciation ? 

Ansiver. I do not think so. , 

Question. To protect themselves against being whipped or killed ? 

Anstcer. I do not think so. I do not think that impression got out, except it was 
with some very imaginative body. I never dreamed of any such thing, nor have I 
met with anybody who did. I do know there have been some villainous falsehoods 
about that thing — they may have come to your ears — most shameful falsehoods. For 
instance, some one published an article in the Columbia Union, and my recollection is, 
said that there were from forty to fifty persons who had been shot in this county by 
the Ku-Klux ; or between fifty and sixty. 

Question. Who was he i 

Answer. I don't know who ; some one writing from this district, giving an account of 
this fellow Fowler, who was killed down at Jones's. Some gentlemen at Columbia from 
this county, who liad just gone down, saw that notice, and published in the paper the 
next day a statement that it was false, and giving the names of the only persons they 
knew that had been shot. They gave the names, and that same person came out, or 
the same signature came out, in a day or two, and stated that the report which they 
gave was not true ; but that there had been from thirty to forty, according to my recol- 
lection, eases that had occurred within the last six months. 

Question. You refer to the card of Colonel Cannon and Mr. Woodruff? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have taken some trouble to inquire into that matter, and only 
three persons have been shot by disguised persons in this county that I have heard of. 
If there were others, I have not been able to find it out. 

Question. The same communication referred to the number of whippings. Have you 
taken the trouble to inquire into that? 

Answer. No, sir. I kut)w they were more numerous, and it would be difficult to find 
out. It wonld have been useless to inquire. 

By llv. Stevexsox : 

Question. What knowledge have you of this organization called the Ku-Klux? 

Ansicer. I have none in the world, sir; nothing more, I suppose, than yourself. I 
suppose you have heard since you have been hero as much as I have heard in my life* 
I do not know a single individual connected with it, and never did ; the thing has been in 
existence liere ; these people have been acting in disguise here, and are called Ku-Klux, 
That is all I know about it. I meant to say, with regard to these men that killed that 
fellow Johnson, that they were not of this section of the country. I am satisfied of it. 
They were from abroad, I think, from the fact that they were at the house of a mer- 
chant, within a mile or two of the place where the negro was killed. There were five 
of them, I think I heard there, not having any disguise at all; and went into that store 
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at a late Lour of the uight, and got bim to make a light and prepared their fire-arms ; 
and he said he had never seen either of them before in his life, and knew none of them. ; 
and he was a merchant well acquainted in this county. 
Question. Where was that ? 

Answer. In the neighborhood of the Pacolet depot. 
Question. Where did the merchant see them ? 
Answer. At the depot. 

Question. You inferred that they did not belong there, because he did not know them ? 

Answer. He had not seen them. 

Question. Did all that were there go into that store ? 

Ansiver. All that he knew of went in, and he did not know them. I am inclined to 
think they were all that were along. 

Question. You have no knowledge of this organization, or who belongs to it ? 

Answer, None at all. 

Question. Have you no opinion ? 

Answer. Well, no; I don't think I have any opinion about who does belong to it.' I 
don't think I have any opinion about it. 

Question. Have yon ever made any special effort to ascertain the character of the 
organization or who compose it ? 

Ansiver. I have not. I should feel like I were looking for a needle in a hay-stack. 

Question. Were you here when the raid was made on the jail last fall ? 

Ansiver. No, sir j I was not at home. 

Question. I suppose, if the citizens had taken arms then and followed these men dili- 
gently, they might perhaps have captured some of them ? 
Ansiver. 1 think very likely. I don't know how long they staid. 
Question. Was there any effort made of that sort ? 

Answer. I do not know. ^My impression was that they went tlirongli right to tlie 
jail — rode in from the east and went back that way. I was not at home that night. 
Question. They came from the east ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they came up that street. 

Question. The firmness of the jailor prevented their getting the man out ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; there is no doubt about it. 

Question. That man whom they wanted to get out was a convicted murderer ? 
Answer. He nmrdered a negro. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was he a white man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he hanged afterward ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Has there been to your knowledge any effort made on the part of the lead- 
ing citizens of this county to ferret out and ascertain who those men are and what 
their organization is ? 

Ansiver. I don't know that there has. 

Question. Or to bring them to punishment? 

Ansiver. I do jiot think there has at all. It i^ one of those things which, if I were 
going to look out, I wonld find great embarrassment in knowing wliere to start. But 
I do say this : that the loading men of this county havo denounced it, and disconraged 
it, and talked against it. 

Question. That is all they have done ? 

Answer. They have done nothing more. I don't know that they could have done 
anything more. 

Question. What is your opinion as to the character of the men who compose it ? 
Answei\ That you got pretty well from what I said before. I think they are generally 
of the lower class of men ; most of them are of that sort. 
Question. Most of them ? 

Answe)\ I do not think I have any right to make any exception at all, nor do I know 
that they are; but I judge that they are of that lower class of people. That is my 
impression. If I was going to judge anybody, any set of men, to have been niure 
respectable that went in disguise, I wonld select that set that went to Union and 
took out those men. I think it is rather likely that these were men in disguise, and 
were res]pectable men. 

Question. Why did you think so ? 

Ansiver. From the manner in which they conducted that thing. It was done by order 
and system. There was some evidence of management and skill in the transaction 
that i thought would not> have come from common, stupid, ignorant men. For in- 
stance, they dressed a fellow in white clothes— that is the story I was told about it — 
and they set him at the door, and brought the negroes out one at a time. He was 
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Rtaiuliijj; at the door, and tbey would call Iiiiu Stevens— that was the name of the man 
\Yhom these prisoners had murdered. They would say to him, Was this one of your 
murderers, Stevens?'' They Avould say that to the man who personated Stevens's ghost, 
and ho would say, Yes." And they would say, Well, take him olF," and another 
would be brought out, and ho would answer, ^' Yes," and they would take him off. And 
in that erowd were two that this man said were not his murderers. The prisoners were 
in tlipre for murder, and true bills found against them, but the Jury acquitted these two 
men. This proved that these parties had taken pains to look into that thing with 
great care. As one of the citizens told me, some of their citizens went there to shield 
one of the men at one time. He was satisfied that that fellow was innocent ; and 
although they came there determined to kill them, he thought possibly he might, by 
his being a prominent man, control them. 

By the Chairm.'LN' : 

Question, Did it ever strike you that the action that night and the action of the jury 
afterward might be strong evidence of the connection of the jury with that proceeding ? 
Answer, I cannot tell. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you suppose they considered the evidence of Stevens's ghost ? 

Answa\ No, sir, I hardly think so; I reckon they had searched into that thing, and 
found that these two fellows were not concerned in it. These men I mention went to 
get one fellow out at the last time, and the report I had was he said he went to see the 
leader. There was a guard stationed around when he come up to the crowd, and they 
halted him. He said ho wanted to see the leader. They said, What for?" He said 
there was a negro in there that was not guilty, and he hoped they would let him off ; 
that he wanted to see the captain. Thinking they would not interfere with him, he 
advanced ; but as soon as he got a little beyond the line, the man brought his gun up, 
and said, " Halt." He halted, and felt that it was rather an unpleasant situation for 
him, and went back ; but that negro was not hurt. 

Question. Who was that citizen? 

Answer. Dr. Thomson went there. That was what I heard. 
Question. Of what place ? 
Answer. Of Uuionville. 

Question. Where did you hear this account of the proceedings at Union ? 
Answer. At Union. I practice law there. 
Question. Who told you about it f 

Answer. I can't tell you that. It was talked about there generally. 

Question. Who gave you this very interesting account of Stevens's ghost? 

Answer. I cannot tell that. I tliink that was told me at the bar in the village by 
some lawyers. I ean't tell who. 

Question. Your impression was, that it was a very respectable and intelligent class of 
people ? 

Ansicer. I judge from that circumstance that there was method in their management 
which could not have come from an ordinary mob. 

Question. Did you learn anything at Union to cause yon to doubt that it was that 
class of citizens who were concerned in it ? 

Ansivei: That is all I know about it. 

Question. You did not learn anything to give you a contrary impression ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you learn who managed it? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you inquire ? 

Answer. I don't know that I did, for it would not have been worth while. 

Question. Was it by men in the town ? 

Answer. I have no idea that it was. 

Question. Where do you suppose they came from ? 

Ansicer. I heard they crossed Grinnell Shoals, Pacolet EiA^er, fourteen miles from 
there. Do you recollect Jonesville as you came up the railroad ? 
Question. Yes, sir. Then it was toward this county ? 
Ansicer. No, sir; toward the iron Avorks and Broad River. 
Question. Toward Cowpens Furnace. 

Ansiva\ Yes, sii- ; but it is still further to the right. They came out this way if that 
was true. There are two roads to go ; one that turned off just this side of Uuion vil- 
lage, about three miles this side, and another about nine miles this side. 

Question. Was that ford where they crossed in Uuion County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the inference as to where they came from, that is, as far as they 
were traced? 

Anstver. My notion, if I should have to guess, would be that they were persons either 
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from about the Iron AYorks, or from this and York Counties and Union, all coming to- 
gether there, or else from Nortli Carolina. 

Question. What brought people from North Carolina to interfere in Union County 
affairs ? 

Answer, No doubt some Union men instructed them about it. 
Question. And so they came from this county or York ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I have no doubt that somebody from down there knew them and 
told them. It could not* have been otherwise. 

Question. Then it must have been a cooperation of men in Union County and men 
from other parts ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, but I do not know anything about it myself. 

Question. How many crossed that ford i? 

Answer. I don't 4vnow the number of them. I understood at Union that their esti- 
mate of the whole was one hundred and fifty. 
Question. Whose estimate ? 

Answer. Whoever was talking to me about it. I don't know who, I think it was 
about one hundred and fifty. I have heard a mueh larger estimate than that, and I 
have heard a ranch less estimate than that. I think 1 heard somebody wlio thought 
there were five hundred, and I heard somebody who thought there were only seventy- 
five. I think seventy-five was the least. 

Question. Has there been any j^roseeution of anybody for that? 

Ansicer. No, sir, none that I have heard of. 

Question. Has there been any attempt to find out who they were, or follow or track 
them down ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not know of any. I don't know anything more about it than 
merely the excitement. 

Qtiehion. Do you know whether any persons left here to participate in that ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not. I have no suspicion of any one that left here. It may 
be possible that there was. 

Question. You have not any 8U8i>icion against anybody connected with these pro- 
ceedings in particular ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Except those men that interfered with your furnace ? 
Ansiver. That was a North Carolina man. He had lived there. 
Question. You think he brought a clan down ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. He brought his clan with him. 

Question. Your information as to that comes from your negro foreman who thought 
he recognized him by certain signs I 

Answer. Yes, sir; he said enough about it to have made me indict him if I had had 
a chance at the fellow, and I would have tried him. It is questionable, though, 
whether the evidence would have been sufficient, but I would if I thought it was. "if 
I have been more urgent in my defense of any people in this part of the country 
since the war than another, it has been the negroes. I have defended them without 
pay or reward, with as much zeal as was in my power to do. I felt synii)athy for them. 

Question. Would j^ou not like to get a good case on this Ku-Klux and imi them 
through ? 

Ansiver. O, yes, sir. I would put them through just as quick as anybody else if I 
could catch them. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Has there not been a good deal of intemperate declamation to this lower 
class of people in this county rather calculated to excite them against both negroes and 
carpet-baggers ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; there has been a good deal of talk — a good deal of very bitter talk 
against them, and on both sides. 

Question. You know the subject has been discussed very freely in the county, and a 
great deal of very hard saying on both sides. Has it not gone to the extent that the 
announcement has been made in speeches that the carpet-baggers should leave this 
State, and if they do not leave it that people would be justified in x^roceeding to 
measures to hang, or drive them out ? 

Answer. I do not think so. I have heard of no declamation of that kind at all. I 
do believe, for myself, and have said that much for myself, thixt the carpet-baggers 
have done more to bring about the irregularities in this country than everybody else 
put together, and if we could get rid of them I believe the country could be in per- 
fect iDcace in twenty-four hours. 

Question. Have you said that in public speeches ? 

Answer. No, sir; but I would not have hesitated to say so if I had had occasion; 
tliat they have been the greatest enemies of the State. 

Question. Have there been such utterances as, " If the gallant Ku-Klux boys go 
i through their work there will be no radicals left V 
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Answer. Xot that I beard. 

Question. Has there been a public sentiment here (liat rather \Yinke(l at these pro- 
ceedinj^s against the colored men and whire men in the coimty f 

Answer. 1 don't think there has. There is this mnch with regard to that I may say 
for myself. I do not believe I have made a public speech — a political speech— since 
the election of 1868. I do not think I have, myselt, and I have not gone out to x)nblic 
meetings at all. I have kept away from them. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Have you heard of any carpet-baggers in this county being Ku-Klux ? 

Answei'. Ko, sir ; there are no carpet-baggers in this county — not one, except Poinier, 
He may be called a carpet-bagger now, but he came here a good democrat, and a 
thorough denouncer of negro government, as thorough-going as any man we have. 

Question. This language which you say, in rei)ly to the chairman, has been uttered, 
belongs to both sides ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard anything about these men that manage Loyal Leagues 
threatenhig white peoide with negroes ? 
Answer. I have heard of it repeatedly. 

Question. I do not propose to examine you in regard to these Union County affairs, 
because we are going there to examine into them, I suppose ; but I will ask you whether, 
in your opinion, the arming of these negroes has not produced as much, if not more, 
difficulty than anything else that has occurred in this State ? 

Answer. It is one of the leading things that has produced excitement* in the State. 
It did when it first came out. It produced an immense overflow of public indignation 
all over this country, all over the State. 

Question. What was the character of the last election in this county ? Was it 
reasonably quiet under the circumstances, or rather a remarkably quiet election 
through the county ? 

Answer. On the day of the election there was no disturbance that I know of. 

Question. In this place, you mean ? 

Ansicer. I mean in the whole county. If there was any disturbance on the day of 
election I didn't know it. I never heard of it ; or, if I did, I have forgotten it. But 
upon this sulyect I would like to say what would be well enough just there to be said. 
I suppose you have all seen the act of the legislature in regard to the elections — the 
election law, as it is called ? 

Question. Yes, sir. * 

Ansica: Well, any disinterested man on earth •reading that law would conclude, I 
think, that it was intended to carry the election for the republicans, whether they 
received the greatest number of votes or not. I want to show that that was the 
animus of that thing. To give one statement : This man, McGill Fleming— he is here 
and you can examine him — told me he reported to the legislature that this county had 
gone republican. He reported it to the State canvasse^^^. The county had voted, and 
after they counted all the votes there were upward of two thousand majority for the 
democrats. I am not positive now about the numbers. He reported l)Oxes that had 
irregularities sufficient to give the majority to the republican party. Mr. Irvin, who 
was one of the commissioners for this county, dissented from him about that, agreed 
that some of the boxes should be left out, but still declared the democratic ticket 
elected by some six or seven hundred votes. There was a good deal of excitement 
about that thing. And when Mr. Fleming came back he told me that he had made out 
that report under instructions from the State canvassers, and that he had their letter 
instructing him to make out that report as he had done it. 

By the CiiAiRMAN : 

Question. Was not his statement to this effect, that he had submitted certain ques- 
tions to the State canvassers as to what would be his duty in the event of certain 
irregularities appearing? Was that not his statement ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he did not tell mo a thing of what he wrote to them. He told mo 
he had instructions from them to do as he did. 

Question. That he had instructions that if certain irregularities occurred the boxes 
were to be thrown out, and he made this report in accorcUince with these instructions, 
and was it not the case that when the State canvassers came to examine these returns 
they overruled his decision ? 

Ansicer. They did. 

Question. And the men elected by the votes here got their seats ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that was the result of it. 

Question. The republican candidates here contested the election and caixied it thiough 
a large portion of the session and they finally withdrew it ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. You say ^Lr. Poinier is the only carpet-bagger you have in this county? 
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Ansiver. So tar as I kuow, he is. 

Question. What then has caused the trouble with your negroes in this county, if there 
is any ? 

Answer. What I mean to say is, I don't think the disturbances hero have been 
political at all. It has ])eeu private piques. 

Question. Have there been any disturbances on the part of the negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there have been no negro Ku-Kluxing each other exce^it that I 
heard of. 

Question. You speak of the carpet-baggers causing the trouble, but you have none in 
this county, you say ? 

Ansiver. But I speak of them in the State. The carpet-baggers in the State have got 
the negroes to themselves and have the control of the State, and have everythiug in 
their own hands, and have appointed a parcel of inferior men to office wholly uuht for 
the offlces ; in that way produced a want of regularity, and then they have taxed us to 
an amount beyond endurance, and we say that conies from the carpet-baggers. 

Question. That is as to the S^ate at large ; but I will ask about this county. I ask 
if the negroes have been trained in the Union Leagues? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who has done it in this county T *^ 
Answer. The scalawags have done it here. I will tell you how they originated it. 
Question. By scalawags you mean native South Carolinians f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir.- 

Question. One who has become a republican? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. The first organization of the Union League was by some traveling 
negro preachers, as I understood, in this county. They called them together to organize 
churches. That was their excuse ; but they did really organize Union LeaguCvS, as I 
heard. That started them. They were carpet-baggers — that is, they were negroes 
from abroad ; but they did not stop here. 

Question. Negro carpet-baggers ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. In connection with your idea that one of the causes of these unfortunate 
difficulties in this most unfortunate State is the appointment of these negroes, who 
are so totally inefficient, as is understood and reported, I will ask you Avhat is the 
character, as to population, of the county of Abbeville? Has it a large majority of 
negroes, or otherwise ? * 

Answer. There is a majority of negroes in Abbeville, but what majority I don't know. 
I think it is pretty large. 

Question. Are there not twenty thousand negroes there ? 

Answer. I do not remember ; but there is a controlling majority. 

Question. Is that the Abbeville Press and Banner? [Exhibiting a newspaper to the 
witness.] 

Answer. Yes, sir ; published at Ablbeville. 

Question. Is the Hon. James L. Orr circuit judge of the district in which Abbe- 
ville is ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does that pur^iort to be an official order of his of a few days ago ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have seen this before. 
(It is as follows:) 

" In the Sessions, Abbeville County, June Term, 1871. 
"That the said presentment be filed and published. 

"On hearing the presentment of the grand jury at this term of the court, ordered, 
that so much thereof as relates to the condition of the public roads, and the repairing 
of certain bridges j so much as relates to the general management of the poor-house ; 
so much as relates to the repairs necessary to be done on the jail, and the furnitdire 
required in the clerk's office, and the furnishing of the grand-jurj^ room, be copied by 
the clerk of this court, and served upon the board of county commissioners for this 
county. 

" It is further ordered, that a rule be served upon Thomas M. Williamson, school com- 
missioner for Abbeville County, requiring him to show cause to this court on the third 
Monday in October next, being the first day of the next term of the court of sessions 
for this county, why he should not be indicted for being in such a state of habitual 
intoxication as to disqualify him from properly performing the duties of his said office ; 
also for not visiting the public schools of the county, as required by law. 

"It is further ordered, that a rule be served upon Arthur Jefferson, one of the board 
of county commissioners for this county, requiring him to show cause to this court 
oil the same day last mentioned, why he should not be indicted for having overdrawn 
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the amount of pay allotted him by law as coimty commissioner; also for incompetency 
to perform the duties of bis (said otiftee. 

^' It is further ordered, that a rule be served upon M. Kaphan, trial justice for Abbe- 
ville County, requiring him to show cause, on the same day last mentioned, to this 
court, why he should not be indicted for compounding a felony in the matter of Frank- 
lin Wilson, charged Avith grand larceny ; also for having upon a warrant, issued by him, 
charged more than the costs allowed by law in the case of the Staters. Frank Edwards 
and Alleek McKelsy ; also with having compelled the prosecutor, iu the case of the 
State V8, E. K. Ferryman and J. L. Bonchillon, to pay the costs of said prosecution. 

It is further ordered, that a rule be served upon J. R. Tarrant, trial justice for 
Abbeville County, requiring him to show cause to this court, on the same day last 
mentioned, why he should not bo indicted for malpractice in office, in having charged 
illegal costs in the matter of James Seals and J. W. Kicard, and having luomoted 
unnecessarv litigation by virtue of his said office. 

''It is further ordered, that a rule be served upon D. G. Hawthorn, trial justice for 
Abbeville County, requiring him to show cause to this court, on the same day last 
mentioned, why he should not be indicted for malpractice in office, in having charged 
more than the costs allowed by law in the cases issued by him, and for having pro- 
moted and encouraged unnecessary litigation by virtue of his office. 

" It is further ordered, that Sally Jones, Adeline McDonald, Nancy Wardlaw, and 
Lavinia Sims, be served with rules requiring them to show cause on the said third 
IMonday in Octol>er next, why they should not be indicted for keeping disorderly 
houses. 

'' It is further ordered, that so much of said presentment as relates to the assessing 
and collection of taxes be copied by the clerk of this court and transmitted to the 
senator and members of the house of* representatives from this county, to be by them 
laid before their respective bodies. 

. , "JAMES L. ORE. 

"July 3, 1871." 

Question, Do you understand that a majority at least of the county officers, includ- 
ing trial justices, are negroes in Abbeville ? 

Answer. I think they were ; I have not heard recently about it. I think nearly all 
of them were negroes at first. That is my information, but I do not know certainly 
about it. ' 

Question. What is the process of judicial proceeding upon an indictment being found 
by the grand jury ? Is it the practice for the presiding judge to make orders calling 
upon them to make answer to the indictment ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is an official paper, then? 
Answei', Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question, Do you say that as a county it has a large colored majority ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir; a handsome majority. 
Question. Have you heard of trouble there ? 

Answer. I have heard of no Ku-Kluxing there. • That fellow Randolph, murdered ou 
the railroad, was killed in Abbeville County. That produced more excitement than 
almost any other one case. 

Question. He was a republican officer and was shot on the platform of a train ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was in Abbeville. That is the only case I now remember. 

Question. That was in 186S ? 

Answeih Yes, sir ; during the canvass. I think he was then a candidate for Congress, 
if I am not mistaken. 

Question, How are the grand juries made up in South Carolina now ? 

Answer. They are made up now by the county auditor or chairman of the county 
commissioners, and a special commissioner appointed by the governor and ai)proved 
by the senate. 

Question. Are they made up exclusively of whites ? 

Answer, Not necessarily. 

By ISIr. VAX Tkump : 
Question. Would they be likely to be ? 

An8we7\ They might be. It would be just as those commissioners chose to make 
them. 

Question. Would they be likely to be so in a republican county ? 
An8ivet\ In this county, where there is an overwhelming majority of democrats, I 
think a majority of the grand jury are negroes. I have heard so. I think so. 



808 COXDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. It is, then, quite probable that the majority of the graDd jury by ^hich 
these preseutments were found, were negroes ? 
Answet'. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. They do appear to be executing justice upon office-liolders ? 

Aimcer. If you only knew what materials were there you would say it would bo just 
as likely, so far as that is concerned, just as possible that there is biit one white man 
on it as more, and that that one was the one who did it. The negroes are quiet on a 
jiuy ; they have no more to do with it than your foot. That is my information about 
it. When they are in the jury-box they do not pretend to say anything at all, but ffo 
with the majority. They are very stupid in the jury-box. They have never known 
anything about business at all. They are controlled by the white'men that are on tlio 
jury. 

Question. Then it is very possible that these indictments may have been im^iroperly 
found ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the whole affair may be improper altogether, and it has to be sub- 
mitted to a trial by a petty jury to see. 

Question. The presumption is, from your knowledge and opinion of the negro charac- 
ter, as you give it, that this is just as likely to be wrong as right ? 

Answer. O, no ; I don't think that. I think it is more likely to be right ; but I do 
not think this comes from the negro majority. 

Question. You do not give them any credit for it ? 
^ Answer. No, sir ; because I do not consider that the negro has business capacity to 
do anything ; that is, the common negro. There are some educated ones ; now and 
then you catch one that can do business. 

Question. You seem to lack faith in them ? 

Ansxvcr. I lack faith in them without instruction. That is one of the troubles you. 
have thrown upon us. You have thVowii the negro upon an equality with the white 
man in this country, and he knows neither how to take care of himself or anybody 
else. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you take no credit , to yourselves for having rejected the fourteenth 
amendment, which would have left the question of negro sutlrage, and all that, in 
your own hands ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; we do not think you should have presented it to us for our judg- 
ment, and I do not think you have any excuse for it, because we would not take your 
part of the Constitution. 

Question. Do you take no credit for having rejected it ? 

Answer. I think wo ought to have done it j I think a man ought to act according to 
his convictions, and not policy. 

Question. Notwithstanding you think you ought to have done it, you put the whole 
blame on Congress ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; every bit of it. I think you ought to have taken altogether a dif- 
ferent course about it, and have given us a chance to let this thing come gradually in. 
If you had done that you would have found the white man cooperating with you with- 
out any embarrasment. But you have thrown the negro ahead of the white man in 
this country, and the effect is there is a ^reat want of cooperation. I agree with you 
that so far as the substantial interests ol the country are concerned, it would hav(^ 
been much better for us to have adopted the fourteenth amendment. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. But standing on principle, you could not ? 

Answe)'. We could not. ' 
By jVlr. Stevenson : 

Question. I do not understand how the negro has been put ahead of the white man. 
Answer. It is that way. There is a majority of negroes in this State, and the carpet- 
baggers have got hold of them and are masters of the State. 
Question. It is because they are in a majority ? 
Answet\ Yes, sir. 

By Mp. Van Truivip : • 
Question. You think there really cannot be any fruits derived from a dicussion before 

fL negro audience on political subjects ? 
Answei'. No, sir ; none. You might speak to the negroes of this State for a thousand 

years and they would know nothing about government unless they were educated. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Then the obligation would seem to be very great upon the white people to 
treat them kindly and educate them ? 
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Aimccr, Yes, sir ; there is a very great obligatiou upon us to treat tbem kindly. 
By Mr. Van Tiiump : 

Question. Take the ordinary negro — not one having the chance of ^lose eontact ^'ith 
educated ^vhites in the family, but the average negro— and put hiraon a jury, I uuder- 
fitand you to say that he would have no more^appreciation of his position, thus sud- 
denly thrown into that place, than a new-born infant ? 

Answer. Not a bit more. He is perfectly passive. 

Question. In his condition as a slave he never knew what a grand jury was ? 
Answer. No, sir ; no more than a horse. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. Except when he was hanging on an indictment ? 
Answer. Tlieu he knew it. 
Questio.n. They made pretty good slaves ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Ciiaiumax : 

Question. Before the war was it the practice to put this class of men you now think 
compose the Ku-Klux upon your grand juries and other juries ? 

Answer. O, yes ; we took every fi-ea white man upon a jury. It formerly was not 
so, but we were doing it before the war. We put them into a box — every name — and 
then somebody (an infant or a little boy unable to read) would draw out the names. 
The effect was wo always got substantial juries. Some inferior men were upon them, 
but the jury, in the average, was of substantial men. 

Question. Do you think the public interests arc safer in the hands of the men who 
will compose an organization which outrages manhood and decency and all law than 
in the hands of the negroes ? 

Answer, I do not think these particular individuals constitute more than a very few 
of them. They were very few. I think perhaps in half a dozen years they would 
not one of them get upon a jury. 

Question. I understand that some three hundred or four hundred persons were in the 
band at Union ? 

Answer. But they were not of one county ? 

Question. That I do not know yet. 

Answer, I have no idea there were three or four hundred yet. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. But these were good citizens, were they f 

Answer. I think these men were an average. That was one of those common things 
that occur in the Western States. You and Judge Van Trump have heard of these 
cases in extreme outrages. It is common for the people to rise up and take the law in 
their own hands. That is what we have heard. 

By the Chairmax : 
Question, It is not a very common thing, but a very rare thing ? 
Anstcer, It is not rare in the W^estern States, 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question, I have not heard of such a thing in Ohio since I can remember ? 
Answer. I do not know about Ohio, but I think in those new countries you can find 
many of them. 



UxioxviLLE, South Carolina, July 17, 1871. 
The Chairman. I have received the following communication from Samuel T. 
Poinier, of Spartauburgh : 

" Spartanburgh, South Carolina, Juhjl^ 1871. 

"Dear Sir: In my examination before your committee, held in W^ashington June 7, 
1871, 1 stated that Mr. Simpson Bobo, on the occasion of Mr. John Genobles being com- 
I>elled to renounce his political opinions from the court-house steps, Requested the 
sheriff of the county to suspend his sales in order that Mr. Genobles might have an 
opportunity of making his public renunciation. 

Since my return home I learn from the sheriff that I was mistaken in my informa- 
tion, and feel convinced that I committed an error in my statement. 

" In justice, therefore, to myself and to Mr. Bobo, I respectfully request that so much 
of my evidence as refers to Mr. Bobo may be expunged £rom your journals. 

" The fact to which I referred was generally stated on the street at the time of the 
occurrence, and I believed it to be correct. 
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"I left home the second day after the incident happened, and had no opportunity 
of hearing the report contradicted before I appeared before your committee. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"SAMUEL T. POINIER. 

"Hon, John Scott, 

" Chairman of Committee on Southern Outrages." 



. Spartaxburgh, South Carolina, Juli/ 13, 1871 . 
JOEL FOSTER sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. The duty imposed upon this committee by the resolution under which it 
was constituted is that of inquiring into the manner in which the laws are executed 
in the late insurrectionary States, and the security of life, persou, and property in them. 
Will you give us what information you have bearing upon these questions so far as 
the State of South Carolina is affected, aud especially this portion of it ? 

Answer. 1 think, sir, that there has been but little difficulty in executing the law ; I 
have heard of no instance where the civil authorities have been resisted. I do not re- 
member to have lieard of any at this time ; property seems to be safe. 

Question. To what extent have violators of the law escaped detection and punish- 
Dient ? 

Answer. Well, sir, there have been some violations of the law that I have heard of. 
1 have but little personal knowledge of these things. There have been violations of 
law, however, and parties have been punished and brought to justice. 

Question. My question is, to what extent have violators of tlio law escaped detection 
and punishment? 

Anstve)'. I cannot tell; I do not know; a great many, I think. The laws have been 
violated in many instances, and parties not knowing who they were have not been able 
to bring them to justice. 

Question. Are you a citizen of this county ? 

Answer. I am. 

Que^ion. What is your occupation ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I am, at this time, an assistant cashier in a bank, or was, and 
am such now, and have been for some time. I am a farmer by occupation, aud have 
been a planter. 

Question. Are you a member of the legislature ? 

Answer. I am a member of the legislature. 

Question. Has your acquaintance in the county been such as to enable you to speak 
of the condition of things in the county ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I have not traveled a great deal over the county. I have been 
confined mostly to the limits of the coqioration. I live just outside of the corporation 
at a short distance, and I have been through the county but a few times since the war. 

Question. If you have anything else to add in reply to the general question I put, 
state it without special interrogatory ? 

Answer. As far as my traveling through the county is concerned I know very 
little, very little. I have generally found the people, as far as I have traveled, very 
peaceable and quiet. I have heard of difficulties but know nothing of them person- 
ally ; I have heard of some armed bands about in dilferent'sections of the country, but 
know nothing of them ; I have no personal knowledge of them. 

The Chairman. I have nothing further to ask if you have nothing further to say. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Questioi^ What do you know about the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. I have no personal knowledge of them ; All that I knowis what I have heard 
in the streets, at different times, that there were Ku-Klux in the country aud around 
here. 

Question. Do you mean in this county ? 

Ansicer. I Ijave been in parts of the county not much of late. 

Question. Do you mean that you heard of their being in different parts of the county ? 
Answer. Yes ; I heard more of it while in Columbia than I heard here. 
Question. Have you ever seen anybody who said ho was a Ku-Klux ? 
Answo'. I saw a xnan who I heard said on the streets was a Ku-Klux, but he was 
from the Mississippi River, in Tennessee, and came out here to i^urchase some property. 
Question, Hero to Spartanburgh ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; some man with property here from tho west ; I have heard he said 
lie was a Ku-Klux. I did not hear so from him ; I have never seen a man that I knew 
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was a Ku-Klux, nor never have had any ground to suspect any man of being a Ku- 
Klux. 

Question. Have you ever made iuquiry to find out who they are ? 
Answer. I have made some inquiry but I have not been able to find out. 
Question. You never have been able to get hold of any of them? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. What class of people do you suppose they arc ? 
Answer. I do not know except from rumor. 
Question. I want your judgment upon the subject. 

Answer, I have heard on both sides. I have heard this charged to the democrats, 
and I have heard that there have been some others engaged in it. I do not know 
anything about it. 

Question. I do not speak of them particularly, but what class of society do they 
belong to I 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot tell you that. I do not know of any members — of any 
persons of lirst-class society belonging to them or any other. All that I know is some 
persons were brought down here in the country. 

Question. Under arrest? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They belonged to a common class of society. 
Question. To a common class ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long have you been in the legislature? . 
Answer. Since 186d. 

Quesiim. You were elected in 18G8 and reelected in 1870 ? 
Ajiswcr. Ko, sir ; I drew the four years' term. 

Question. There was a great deal said about corruption in the legislature, and I sup- 
pose you have heard something of it ? 
Answer, 1 have heard a great deal of it. 

Question. What measures are specially alluded to in connection with charges of cor- 
rujjtiou ? 

Answer. The Greenville and the Blue Ridge Eailroads, and the sterling bond bill. 
There was a bill passed the legislature to j)romote the consolidation of those two 
roads. 

Question. Was there not some legislation touching the Greenville and Columbia 
road sex)arately ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. In relation to a change of the security ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; on both roads — the Greenville road and the Blue Ridge road. 
Question. Are not charges of corruption made in connection with that legislation ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were in the Senate ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you vote on that bill ? 

Answer. I voted against the bill. 

Question. Are you sure of that? 

Ansiver. I think so. It was my intention to do so. 

Question. I may not have found the proper record, but I have here, on page 139, 
senate journal, January 13, 1869, the following record : " The bill to reeuact certain 
acts lending the name and credit of the State to the Greenville and Columbia Railroad 
Company, and to validate the action pf said company thereunder, received its third 
reading. On the question of agreeing to the bill, Mr. Rainey called for the yeas and 
nays. They were ordered and are as follows : and among the yeas I find your name, 
Foster. 

Answer. That, 1 think, was a previous bill. That is 1869. 
Question. Was there no complaint against that legislation ? 
Answer. No, sir. I think not. 
Question. What is that legislation ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not belie^'^e that I remember now. I alluded to the bills of 
last winter — the bills for the promotion of the consolidation of these two roads. 
Question. That is another bill and that you think you voted against? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This bill was in favor of the Greenville Railroad that you voted for ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. That bill you have read about was something in relation to the 
^legislation that had transpired previously. I do not remember the circumstances 
particularly about it. I voted for it. 

Question. Do you know whether any charges of corruption are made in relation to 
the bill to enable the Bank of South Carolina to settle its business or close its business, 
entitled "A bill to facilitate the settlement of the affairs of the Bank of South 
Carolina," redeeming and funding old notes? 

Answer, Yes, sir. ^ 
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Question, Are not charges of corruption made in connection with that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think there were cliarges of corruption. 
Question. How many democrats were in the senate at that time ? 
Answer. There were only six in the senate. 

Question. Do you know whether there was any division on the passage of that bill 
through the senate ? 
Answer. I do not remember now, sir. 

Question. The record of senate proceedings of March 18, 18G9, shows that that bill 
was passed without a division. 

Answer. That was about the first time I had ever been in the legislature, and I do 
not remember much about the business now. I do not remember how it stood. There 
were some cliarges, though, of corruption about that time. It was charged that that 
measure was gotten up for the i)urpose of getting control of the funds of the State 
Bank. 

Question. AVe understand that there were charges of corruption. I desu^e to know if 
there was any i^arty division on the subject. What counties were represented by the 
democrats ? 

Answer. Pickens, Anderson, Spartanbur^h, Lancaster, Horry, and Oconee. 
Question. Were any charges of corruption made against vfhat was called the land 
commission management? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; there were charges of corruption. 

Question. Was not a committee appointed to examine into that question ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When? 
Answer. Last winter. 

Question. Of whom did that committee consist ? 

Answer. Dr. Hayes was chairman of the committee. I was a member of the com- 
mittee. There were two or three on the part of the senate and several on the part of 
the house. It was a joint committee. I cannot call all the names. 

Question, It was a joint committee and you were a member? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you make any investigation ? 

Answer, Yes, sir j we investigated it to some extent, but did not conclude the inves- 
tigation, though. 

Question. So far as you investigated it will you give to this committee the result of 
your inquiry ? 

Answer. There was a good deal of excitement in the legislature from the fact that 
there was no report made by Mr. Leslie. 
Question. W^as he first land commissioner ? 

Ansiocr. Yes, sir; ho was called upon frequently for a report by senators, and it was 
never x^roduced. It appeared that there was a great deal of speculation in the lands 
that were sold to the State, purchased at one price and sold at a higher price to the 
State. There were a good many members of the legislature that were appointed agents 
under Mr. Leslie in difibrent counties, to look after lands aud purchase lands. It 
appeared in the investigation that there was a good deal of money realized by the 
parties selling to the State. The State purchased these lands for the benefit of the 
poor — I think mostly for the negroes, that was my impression ; and there sprung up a 
considerable mania for speculation, and we considered that these lands were purchased 
at too high a rate to benefit the persons who were intended to be benefited by the 
State. 

Question, That was the suspicion ? 

Answer, That was the suspicion. That was my impression, and that was spoken 
about in difierent sections of the country. 
Question, And then your committee proceeded to examine 1 

Answer, Yes, sir ; we regarded the price as an imposition upon that class of people 
who were to receive the benefit of it. We considered that this evil could have been 
prevented by the commission, by watching more particularly the interests of the State. 
There were §200,000 appropriated at ono time aud §500,000 at another, to be invested in 
lands, and it appears in the testimony of Mr. Parker, the treasurer, that about $580,000 — 
I have not the data to go upon here ; I have not the testimony before me except that 
I sketched down aJittle of what I could recollect of it — but "about $580,000 was ex- 
pended, nearly all of which was invested in lands. I think Mr. Parker said all except 
about $30,000. This amount of $580,000 was all that could be raised on the $700,000 of 
bonds that had been given out. From Mr. Parker^s testimony it does not appear that » 
the land commissioner ever had any control of these bonds or any money paid over to 
him as land commissioner. It does not appear from the twenty-five or thirty persons 
who testified. 

Question. That is, from the vendors of land ? 

Answer, The vendors of land. I cannot say that all of them were vendors of land ; 
Bome were not ; some were surveyors of land ; but these lands, it appeared, were, many 
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of them, very poor, entirely too poor for settlement. According to tlie testimony of. 
one witness, (the surveyor,) in relation to lands in Pickens County, in this State, a great 
portion of them were entirely too poor for settlement ; and I think some of the lands in 
this district were too poor for remunerative culture, and I think in other parts of the ■ 
State a great many of the lands were represented as being poor, and some of them very 
good. Some of these lands, according to the testimony, have been settled. I think a 
larger proportion of them, though, are still unsettled. 
Qncstimi. That is, by homestead purchasers ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, by homestead purchasers. I think in this county very little of the 
lauds were settled. I don't think, however, that there has been more than about nine- 
teen Imndred or two thousand acres purchased in this county. That was purchased 
of General Bates, I think. I have not heard of any other purchases in this county. 

Question. Was not that land good ? 

Answer, It is not the opinion of the settlement — of some people who live in the neigh- 
borhood. There is an old surveyor who resides in the neighborhood, who is very well 
acquainted with the land in that neighborhood, who says a great deal of these lands arc 
very poor — that a large proportion of these lands are very poor ; a good deal consists 
of ohMield and gullies, and some of the woodland is very poor. 

Question. Do you know what was paid for that land t 

Anstcer. General Bates, in his testimony, said he was to receive §12,000 for the laud, 
but got $10,000. 

Question. How many acres were there f 

Answer. Two thousand acres. H(? got $10,000 ; that is, he received checks for $10,000, 
and $-2,000 were retained by the land commissioners. 

By Mr. Van Trutvip : 

Question. For what purpose ? 

Answer. This testimony goes on in this way, according to my recollection, that he 
emi)loyed a man to 'aid him in sellmg the land, (a man that he supposed had some iu- 
lluence with the land commissioner.) and he agreed to give him $500 to aid him in 
this thing, and he offered the land commissioner §500 to complete the trade, but he 
did not do it at that bid. He continued to advance until he got up to $1,500, when the 
trade was completed, and he received $10,000 of checks instead of $12,000. I see, 
though, upon the second report of the land commissioner which I have with me 

Question. Who was he ? 

Ansiver. De Large. 

Question. The colored member of Congress? 

Answer. Yes sir. I see from that report that the number of acres put down here was 
1,976^ acres, and that it cost $12,617. Xow I know the general character of some of 
these lands down here. I have been born and raised not very far from them, within 
live or six or seven miles, and that they have been generally considered pretty poor 
lands, soiue seemed very poor, and a good many of them have been cut down and worn. 
They were in several tracts. 

By Mr. Stevplnson : 

Question. Do you i^ot know that this land cost General Bates more than he received 
for it f 

Atmcer. I tliink he got a great deal of these lands since the war from other parties; 
a good deal of these lands were bought sinco the war from the neighbors. Some 
of these lands may have been owned by other parties, and Bates may have been made 
the instrument of effecting the sale for the most that he could get for them. 

By Mr. Van Tru.^ip : 
* Question. Was he not inquired of in regar^l to that when he was a witness ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was not known at that time. It mav have been so. I do not 
pretend, however, to say that that is so. Bates held the land. • 
Question. How much land did Bates own before that time? 

Ansivej'. I think he said that he retained in his homestead about seven hundred acres, 
and it seems here that there must have been about five hundred acres more in his own 
tract— of his home tract. I see this put down here in different tracts. He gave a gen- 
eral testimony, however, that he sold these lands. He said in his testimony that he wad 
embarrassed in his circumstances, and was compelled to sell the land, and that if he 
had not been embarrassed he would not have sc Id the land. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. He had to carry heavy security debts 1 

Ansiver. Y'cs, sir. I think there were some judgments here acrainst him. He said to 
the committee that he was involved, but I understand from a hnter on the subject of 
these lands, *rom 'Squire Sioan, that they were purchased in differents tracts, and laid 
off in different tracts. 
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By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question* Who is 'Squire Sloan ? 

Answer. He is a surveyor — a very respectable character clown at Paeolet Depot. 
Question. Did he survey them ? 

Answer. Some of them ; he was well acquainted with the lauds. He lives close to 
them. 

Question. Have you that letter ? 

Answer. I have. I was gettiug this up to complete the testimony when we went 
back iu the fall. The testimony has not yet been completed. 
Question. Did you write to him for information ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I wrote to him that I wanted all the information about these lands 
I could get. Mr. Quin Camp here, I think, was the surveyor of these lands. I will 
give now the amount of the lands. I will read what he states : Bates's land, 508 acres ; 
Hammett & Lipscomb's, 350 acres ; Poole & Fowler tract, 253 acres ; M. C. Lee 
tract, 534 acres ; Thomson tract, 331i acres ; making a total of 1,97G^ acres down there. 

(The letter above referred to is as follows:) 

Pacolet Depot, South Carolina, May 15, 1871. 

" Dear Sir: According to promise I seat myself this evening to give you such infor- 
mation as I have obtained relative to the great S])artanburgh laud fraud. I have 
De Large's report before me, and find that Bates sold the laud commissioner 1,976^ acres, 
of which 761 was claimed by him, being lots 508 and 253 ; and 103 of the small tract is 
now in court of common pleas, claimed by John P. Fowler. The balance of the 
253 is occupied by a tenant, cultivating a one-horse farm, perhaps 20 or 25 acres at the 
furthest. The tract of 331:^ acres was purchased of Major H. J. Tliomson, which you 
will see was sold to the land commissioner, at $6 per acre, for which Thomson, I 
think, got $1,500. A part of this tract, I think about 130 acres, Thomson bought at the 
probate judge's sale as the real estate of Sauuiel and Thomas Hernions, for, I think, $60, 
though you can examine the record and see. Thomson also bought 60 acres, a part 
of the same tract, since the war, for one bale of cotton and $50. From these prices you 
see that the land must be considered very poor. This whole tract is very poor, and 
mostly old fields and gullies, aiul would not bring $2 i)er acre from any man or woman 
that ever had that much money. Now, of the above Thomson tract, there is one lot of 
40 acres, said to be sold, but the purchaser told me he never expected to pay for it, for 
in a few years it would be worthless. Mr. Wade Hermon and Thomson, the former 
proprietor, have rented from Bates all the balance fit to cultivate, which is not over 
30 acres, except a patch rented by Mrs. Kirby from Bates also. 

" The next lot I shall consider is the 350-acre lot which was purchased from Captain 
Hammett and John H. Lipscomb, both of which lots you can find ou record in the pro- 
bate judge^s office. Hammett says his part was 150 acres, which would leave 200 acres 
in Lipscomb. Both the above tracts I surveyed, but I have forgotten the amount. Ido 
not believe there are 200 acres in Lipscomb's lot. It might originally have had 200, but 
the former owner had sold a portion. Consequently 1 am inclined to think the govern- 
ment was gouged in the number of acres, though it makes but little difierence any Wtiy, 
for it is one of the poorest places iu creation, afld not a single acre^s under fence. Jolin 
H.Lipscomb bought it at his father's sale since the war for $300, and his mother told me 
she thought he got $490 for it from the government, but Captain Hammett is of opinion 
that he did not get so much. Hammett told me he got $600 for his. I think there is a 
family living on the place, but cultivating no land except a patch or two. Hammett 
bought the place at Mrs. Wood's sale for $300. The above tract — the 350 acres— should 
have been noted in the report as the Hammett-Lipscomb lot. 

" The next lot in rotation is the M. C. Lee purchase, 534 acres ; there is not a single 
one cultivated on this place except what Lee himself does. He rented from Bates and 
is working about 25 acres of it. There is a family living on the place besides Mr. Lee's, 
but its head is a day.laborer for ^Ir. Lee. Mr. Lee told me he did not realize quite $5 
per acre. They all appear to be reticent, which makes it probable that Bates may have 
placed them under obligations to him. Three-fourths of this tract would not bring $1 
per acre. 

" The next and last tract is 508 acres of Bates's own land, contiguous to his own 
place, and a part of it. Of this tract I understand that his sou Eliptas has purchased 
an 80-acre lot. It joins me, and for the sake of its proximity to other lands iu the 
neighborhood a poor landless man of this community offered to purchase the same lot 
(or perhaps not quite so many acres) from Bates about the time it was being lotted off, 
and pay the price in cash. But he was flatly told he should have it for $50 an acre. 
The balance of this tract has two family tenants upon it. The white family is culti- 
vating a one-horse crop, Bates finding the horse-power and food. The other family are 
negroes, and the man a blacksmith, who works through the connty at his trade when 
he can. The balance of his time he and his family works a half-horse crop. Then of 
the balance, which is not very much, I think Bates himself \vorks a patch or tw o. In 
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the 508 acres there is not 20 acres of original woods on it, but plenty of old barren fields 
and gullies, and really is not worth one-third the money ho got for it. 

The foregoing is a fair history of the whole concern, hastily thrown together, which 
you can cull and fix up for him (Bates) and his rinj; in the proper light. It is a work 
that n«eds doing and 1 am glad you propose doing it, and relieving me of the under- 
taking, as I had contemplated engaging in it. 
" Yours, with great respect, 

"J. F. SLOAN. 

Colonel Joel Foster, 

^^Sjyartanhurgh C, II. ^ South CaroVnia," 



" KECAPITULATIOX. 





No. of acres. 


Cost per acre. 


Price at which 
it was sold 
to Govern- 
ment. 


Approximate 
real cost as 
bought from 
owners. 


Approximate 
actual cost. 




508 
350 
253 
534 
33H 


'$7 00 

6 00 

7 00 
6 00 
6 00 


§3, 550 00 
2, 100 00 
1,771 00 
3,204 00 
1,986 00 




81, 524 00 
850 00 
506 00 
1, 600 00 
827 00 




$1,090 00 


M. C. Lee tract 

Total : 


2, 500 00 
1,655 00 


1, 97Ci 




12,517 00 




5, 409 00 









" The above figures compose only, I suppose, a small fraud, compared to others by the 
same parties. The extraordinary price paid for the land is comparatively tolerable, 
when compared with the systematic combinations of the ring to pay them a bounty 
for rascality. Instead of the government paying $12,517, $5,409 should have been the 
highest cash price. 

''Yours, truly, 

**J. F. SLOAN." 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What was the name of this gentleman? 
Atmcer. 'Squire Sloan ? 

Question. Did 'Squire Sloan know that you were writing to him in the character of a 
member of a committee ? 

Atmcer. He knew I was writing to Irim to get all the information I could on the^e 
lands. 

Question. As a committee man ? 

Answer. I suppose so. That was my object and intention. I asked him for inform- 
ation as to the settlement on the places, and the probability of having them settled, 
&c. Mr. Bates reported in his testimony that there were some seven or eight or nine 
settlements on the places that had been made, and that arrangements were likely to 
bo made for the settlement of the balance. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. What is the date of this letter? 
Answer. May 15, 1871. 

Question. What were the dates of the sale ? 

Answer. I do not remember the dates of the sale. It was last winter it occurred. 
Since the session of the legislature, I was looking out for information on this land 
question, being on that committee. 

Question. The sum of the matter is, that there were about 2,000 acres sold for 
about $12,000? ' 

Answei'. Yes, sir; the land commissioner's report states the amount. Mr. Bates, in 
his testimony, could not remember exactly the amount he got for it ; but he said he 
thought it wa^ about $12,000 that he sold it for, but that he got $10,000. 

Question. Of course there was some good land and some poor land on it ? 

Answer. I do not think that is a settlement for very fine lauds. There may be 
some very fair land, but it cannot be called really good laud. 

Question. How far is it from the raili'oad? 
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Answer. The railroad passes tlirougli a part of it, I thiuk. . I don't know about that. 
It rims through Bates's farm. 

Question. Did you examine any other vendors of these lauds ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Biggers, of the Clarendon district. He had sold, I don't know 
how much, but he had been buying and selling land. I am inclined to think— but I 
cannot say positively — that he was a man who came down from Ohio, and was ac- 
quainted with Governor Scott, and engaged in buying lauds and selling them to the 
government. 

Question. He acted as an agent, I suppose, for I do not find his name among the 
vendors. 

Answer Yes, sir; you wdll find his name there occasionally. 
Question. How many of the vendors did you examiue? 
Answer. I think, twenty-five or thirty ; perhaps thirty. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Do you mean twenty-five or thirty witnesses altogether ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; witnesses altogether. Some few of them were not vendors. "We 
didn't have time. If we had commenced early, and sent for the men, we could ; but 
we thought we would catch them about Columbia, coming in from dilferent parts of 
the State — business men. We caught up a good many and examined them. There did 
not seem to be a great deal of interest taken in the matter by the committee. The 
chairman was rarely present. 

Question. You took an interest in it, did you not ? 

Answer. I was requested to take the chair and act. Dr. Hayes was absent. Dr. 
Hayes came in once or twice afterwards when I was in the chair ; he may have come 
in several times. I ofi'ered him the chair each time, but he did not take it. 

Question. You prosecuted the investigation ? 

Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You are a democrat, are you not ? 

An8iva\ Yes, sir. * 
Question. You examined twenty-five or thirty witnesses ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Nearly all of whom were men who had sold land to the State? 

Answer. Yes, sir; bought and sold lands. Some of them were agents of the land 
commissioner, who had purchased land for the land commission. 

Question. But I am speaking now of the vendors. The great majority of these wit- 
nesses were vendors to the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and a good many of them had sold land to the State. Let me run 
over them : We examined Bigger. I don't remember whether he was an agent or a 
purchaser — a seller of land to the State. 

Question. He is entered there as a vendor-? 

Answer. I did not examine Mr. F. J. Moses, jr., but he was concerned in some land. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. He is speaker of the house of representatives. We did not examine him. 
We put off this thing until too late to go through with it, owing to the difficulty of 
getting the committee together, unless they w^re determined to have some investiga- 
tion of the matter. The land commissioner thought it was important that it should 
be done, and urged me to go on with it. Sometimes some members of the committee 
were in there, and at other times they were not. 

Question. But you proceeded? 

Answer. I proceeded for a while — nearly to the close of the session — and turned over 
the papers to the chairman of the committee, or directed that to be done. Here is 
Ml'. Cochran, bought a good deal of land in Anderson and Pickens. We did not ex- 
amine him, but examined the surveyor with reference to a great deal of this land 
lying in Pickens and Anderson. Some of them were purchased in Oconee, and I do 
not remember of any information from these lands. 

Question. State whether you found in any other cases any evidence of improper 
practices in the purchase or sale of these lands ? 

Answer. In the case of Dr. Lunney, from Darlington, formerly a senator 

Question. When was he a senator? 

Answer. He was defeated at the last election. He was not elected, but I don't know 
that he was a candidate. He was a senator in Whittemore's place, and Whittemore 
was reelected from that county. 

Question. Who is Lunney ? 

Answer. He is a carpet-bagger, I understand. 

Question. I find that he purchased a tract of land, as stated in his testimony, at 
sherifi"s sale, for the land commissioner, Mr. Leslie, and he went to the land commis- 
sion and told them he had made this purchase, and required them to pay liim $1,0U0 
down, and in the event that the whole amount was not paid against such a time, not 
a remote time, against the month, I think it was, that the $1,000 that was paid should 
be forfeited. 
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Question. Forf<'itei by the government ? 

Ansivc)'. Yes, sir. I suppose that the governor, having a good deal to look after, one 
thing and another, paid but little attention to the time, and he got in with thar. 
11. J. Donaldson to furnish him a part of the capital. IIo was speculating a good deal 
in lands, and might have furnished it all — I am certain of a part — to pliy up the 
money at the time it was to be paid, and he claimed the land*theu as his own purchase, 
and claimed the forfeiture. So the testimony runs. He sold the land then to the 
government, or to the State, for some live or six thousand dollars more than he was 
to give for it at the shcrilFs sale. That appears in the testimony of Mr. Lunuey. 

By Mr. Ste\tcnsox : 
Question. AVhieh tract is that ? 

Ausicer, I don't know. I do not sec his name here. I do not remember what tract 
it was. Mr. Leslie had him sent for from Charleston to give the testimony in that case. 

By Mr. Van Tjjump : 

Question, Then Lunney got the thousand dollars forfeiture, and five or six thousand 
dollars advance besides f 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is my impression from his testimony. There was a large 
margin. He claimed the forfeiture and the land as the money was not paid at the 
time. 

Question. Was there, at the time, a commissioner under Leslie, to attend to this 
land f 

Answer. I think Lunney was authorized by Mr. Leslie to make this purchase. I am 
not positive, but I think so. I think he was authorized by Mr. Leslie, the land com- 
missioner, to make this purchase at the sherift^'s sale for the benefit of the State. 

Question. If that was not the fact, then there was some^ other person who was a land 
commissioner for that county ? 

Answer. I don't know whether there was or not. 

Question. Was'it not universal that there was a special commissioner in each county 
of the State, whose duty it was to attend the sherilFs sale ? 
Answer. There may have been, but I cannot swear to it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I find here, under the name of John Lunney, DarL'ngton, two tracts, one of 
637 acres, and another of H6i acres, for the aggi'egate sura of $11,003 25? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; those were the tracts, I suppose. He sold me this. He said in his 
testimony that he had offered the land to the Government at i)recisely the figures that 
it cost him. 

Question. And on the terms, time of payment, and all? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was my understanding of the matter, and the government 
paid him $1,000, which was to be forfeited. That testimony, I believe, has already 
been noted. It was to be forfeited in the event that the money was not paid within 
a month — I think it was a month — and if paid within a month this was to be the 
govornment'^^ land at cost. But the money was not paid. He ebaimed the laud as his 
©wn, and then sold it to the' government afterward for thq^ price. 

By Mr. Vax Thump: 
Question. That price as stated in the report ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and that was about five or six thousand dollars more than he gave 
for the land at the sheriffs sale. 

By Mr. Ste\T!:nson : 

Question. He made a good speculation on that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did it appear in the testimony that the land commissioner received any 
part of the money ? 

Attswer. I don't think that the land commissioner received any margin at. all; that 
is, that Leslie received any margin at all. We examined only one single case under 
De Large's administration. That was General Bates's. The resolution authorized us to 
examine the past and present land commissioner. I don't think he received any mar- 
gin at all ; but it docs not appear in any testimony taken that there was any margin 
at all in his favor. 

Question. You refer to the first land commissioner ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairmax : 

Question. Do you mean that with reference to one case or all the cases ? 

Anstrei\ With reference to all the cases. Ho had the right, I suppose, to go and buy 
land and sell it to the land commission, except he was an agent. I do not think an 
agent ought to have done that; but at the same time I think persons who went out to 

52 t 
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buy land had the right, perhaps, to sell these lands for as much as they could get for 
them by proi)er means. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You think that Lunney pressed a hard bargain^ 
Answer. I think he did, and Mr. Leslie thought so too. 

Question. Had the land commissioner authority to make such a contingent bargain 
as that ; were there any limits on his powers of contracting ? 

Ansiver. I do not think there was any limit. I think he had the privilege of pur- 
chasing to the best advantage, but subject to the advisory board. 

Question. Captain Parker, the treasurer, stated in his testimony — who was he ? 

Amiiver. He was one of the advisory board. Captain Parker said that he purchased 
of Mr. Oakes the land called Hell-Hole Swamp, on the Manigault land. I think the 
Manigault land, and I am pretty certain of it from the fact thlit ho said he paid to Mr. 
Oakes, of Charleston, a broker. He said he purchased this land of Mr. Oakes, think- 
ing $3 an acre was cheap for land represented to be good. He had no doubt then that, 
as Mr. Oakes was a broker, there was a considerable margin ; he didn't say how much. 

Question. This is the 12,000 acres of Manigault land ? 

Answer. Yes,^sir. 

Question. And that he bought it at $3 an acre, and considered it cheap, comparing the 
price being paid for lands. What was actually paid for Hell-Hole Swamp was $36,000 ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. For 12,000 acres ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything about that tract of land ? 

Answer. 1 understand that a great deal of that land is in swamj), and Captain Parker 
said that if drained it would J^e very valuable land — rich land ; l3ut I suppose it will 
be expensive to drain them. It is flat, and a good deal of these lands are pine lands ; 
and some very valuable lands are upon that place. It is represented as being too sickly 
to be inhabited, except by those who are acclimated. * 

Question. Is it on the coast ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it a plantation before the war ? 

Answer. I think so. It was the Manigault place. I think it was a plantation. 

Question. State generally whether you found any evidence that any other of these 
transactions were questionable or objectionable. 

Answer. There was some evidence — I don't know that I recollect it distinctly enough 
to tell it now — that showed a little ; I don't remember the name. It was a small place, 
however, and only involved about $100 margin ; I don't remember it. I think most of 
these lands were sold at a pretty considerable margin to the land commissioner and the 
advisory board. 

Question. To whom did that margin go ? 

Ansiver. To the vendors of the land. That is all I could find out. 
Question. To some agent ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; to those who sold land to the State. They may have been agents, 
or may not have been. « 
Question. I don't understand you. 

Answer. I don't know who were the agents — all the agents, I know some were called 
agents. 

Question. I am speaking of this $100 margin. 

Answer. I don't know whether he was an agent or not. There are many people, for 
instance Mr. Leslie, who say this thing was conducted in this way : Where the mem- 
bers of the legislature recommended the purchase of land in a county as land suitable 
for settlement, and they brought on the proper number of acres and vouchers as to the 
quality, enough to satisfy him as to the quality of the land, amount, and so on, that 
he generally purchased upon their recommendation for the benefit of the people of 
that connty ; so Mr. Leslie said. 

Question^ Who is Mr. Schley ? 

Answer. I am not acquainted with Mr. Schley. 

Question. Is he an old citizen ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. What did you find as to the sellers generally ? Were tbey old citizens of 
the State or not ? 

Answer. We found from those who were sworn ; for instance, there were useless lands 
sold by the marshals of Abbeville, who were old settlers. There was a lot of land sold 
to the land commission. They were citizens. I have not investigated the prices. 
There was a great deal of land bought by the agents and others, ofi:ered by different 

Earties ; for instance, I do not think that General Bates was an agent, but he offered 
is lands for sale. He desired to sell them. 

[The hour of 6 o'clock having arrived, the committee rose and postponed the far- , 
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tlier oxamiiiatioii of this witness until tliefollowin<vmorDing, July 14, 1871, at 9 o'clock, 
wheu it was resumed as follows:] 

The WiTXKSS. I wish to state that after General Bates's testimony was read in the 
senate, wliere it was introduced, having ham called for by Mr. L(islie, the'land commis- 
sioner, these charges appeared that General Bates had made against Do Large, and he 
was informed of the fact. He (De Large) was in Columbia at that time, I think, suf- 
fering from a gunshot wound in the hand. He sent a letter into the senate denying 
these charges in very j)ositive terms. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. That has never been tried or determined ? 
Jnsu'cr. No, sir. There it stands. 

By Jklr. Van Tnmir : 
Question, ^yhat was the charge ? 

Answer. The charge was that he had made advances or propositions to De Large to 
complete the laud trade with him; that he had employed a man who had some influ- 
ence; to use his — to use his expression, he had understood that they " needed greasing 
down there," and he employed a man who had some influence with him, for ,*J500, to 
assist him in making a sale. That he had ofl'ered $500, and advanced from time to 
time until it reached §1,000, making $2^000 actually received less than the amount for 
which he had really sold the land. 

By Mr. Steve^^sox : 
Question. If I understand you correctly, De Large was land commissioner ? 
Answer.' Yes, sir. 

Question. And he could buy only with the consent of the board? 
Answer. That is true. 

Question, ^s I understand it, the board had sent a surveyor or an inspector to exam- 
ine these lands, and agreed to take them, but there was some difficulty in getting De 
Large to close the transaction ? 

Answer. I don't know about sending an inspector. The lands were surveyed, I think, 
by Mr. Quin Camp, of this place, after they were purchased. 

Question. You mean the agreement was made, but not consummated? 

Answer. The deeds were drawn up, I suppose. I don't know. 

Question. Am I right as to this point, that the arrangement had been made, or the 
agreement with the board, and that De Large being the officer who was to conclude 
it, delayed and seemed indifferent or reluctant about it ; and according to Mr. Bates's 
statement, he found it necessary to give him this bonus to get him to close the 
matter up ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was my impression ; and that De Large denies. 

By :\Ir. VAX Trump : 
Question. Did ^Mr. Bates himself make the charge ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; in his testimony. He said that was how he had effected the sale of 
these lands. 

By Mr. S tevexsox : 

Question. He excused himself, by saying he found it necessary in order to get the 
matter concluded ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Tliis Hell-Hole Swamp, I understand you to say, is the property sold by Mr. 
Schley, and called the Manigault tract? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was ray understanding of it. 

Question. Does that include the whole of the land sold by Mr. Schley? 

Answer. Captain Parker, the treasurer, informed me that there was a body of this land 
sold, naming the number of acres, (but I do not remember it without referring,) at $3 
an acre. He agreed to give it to Mr. Oakes (he told me) for this laud, a broker of 
Charleston. 

Question. That was the 12,000-acre lot ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. 

Question. Is this document the last report of the land commissioner ? [Submitting a 
document.] 

Ansicer. That is the last I have seen. Mr. Leslie never made a report, I think. 
Question. That is the report of Mr. R. C. De Large as land commissioner, and is dated 
February 5, 1j371 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This purports to give in Schedules A and B, the amount of land purchased 
for the State by jMr. De Large and his predecessor, Mr. Leslie, the first land commis- 
sioner, with the names of the vendors, the number of acres, the amount jmid, and the 
names of the counties in which they were situated, as well as the names of the tracts I 
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Answe)\ Yes, sir ; it purports to be that. 

Question. I find that Schedule A seems to be divided into two parts. In tho'irst part 
there are 42,576| acres, for which §255,055 60 were paid ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. I find in what is called Schedule A continued, 25,912 acres, for which 
|118,763 were paid; and that by Schedule B, 34,589 A, acres Avere purchased for 
|l73,500 25. According to the calculation I have made, it seems to be 104,077 iicres 
and a fraction, costing a total amount of §549,329 85. This is about §5 per acre. 

Answer. Yes, sir. , 

Mr. Stevenson. I suggest that the whole of this report be put in evidence. 

[The report of R. C. De Large, land commissioner, will be found appended to the 
testimony of this witness.] 

Question. I notice that there is one lot of 420 acres bought of Mr. Marshall, of which 
the cost is not giTen. I see there is one lot there not given. Do you know what that 
lot cost ? 

Ansiver. I do not know. I have not investigated that yet. That is the official report, 
but my evidence is not made up altogether on that official report. My evidence in 
relation t6 the xJayment on the land is derived from the testimony of Captain Parker, 
the treasurer. 

Question. You have already stated it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have already stated that. 

Question. Is there anything else you want to say about this land commission, and 
your investigation upon it ? 

Answer. Have I stated previously that Captain Parker said that Mr. Leslie had never 
had any bonds in his hands, or money? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Then I do not remember anything else at this time. 

Question. Have you any knowledge as to whether the Ku-Klux Klan or any members 
of it have visited Columbia ? 
Answer. I have not, sir. 

QuQstion. Have you any knowledge of an organization called the Council of Safety ? 
Answer. I have seen what was called the " Council of Safety"~a little pamphlet. 
Question. Where did you get thai ? 

Ansiver. I saw 5t in Columbia. It was handed to me by Major Seibels. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Ansiver. He was chairman of the democratic executive committee of the State, I 
think. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, he asked me if I had any opportunity — well, when I first came 
across that I was passing up the street and s*w him with a package of little rolls under 
his arm or in his hand, and asked him what they were. He told me it was the Council 
of Safety, and handed nic one, and I glanced at it a little. He handed me then two or 
three — I never had but three — to send up to Lawrence, but I didn't send them. I took 
them down to my room and threw them into my trunk. I read over one of them, and 
it lay in my trunk until I came home., 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. That was last winter ; I don't remember the exact date I brought these home. 
As I passed along the depot I left one on the table in the depot with my son to see what 
it was. He was there. I heard Mr. Poinier say the other day, or a short time ago, in a 
conversation with him, that perhaps I was charged with circulating these things. I 
told him I had not circulated them ; and told him this circumstance, that I had left one 
at my son's and he had never read it at all. It lay on his table there until he heard I 
was charged with it. The other I handed to a near connection here some time ago. 

Question. Who was that ? 

Answer. Don Fleming ; and the other lay in my trunk until the other day. Really I 
didn't understand what the contents of it 'were until I took it up and read it a few days 
ago — that is, since ]\Sr. Poinier and I had the conversation, which was a short time since. 

Question. Who is Don Fleming ? 

A7iswer. He is a merchant at this x^lace. 

Question. Is he a democrat ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. 

Question. Is your son a democrat ? 

Ansiver. I think so, sir, if he is anything. 

Question. Was Mr. Fleming in the rebel army ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was your son in that service ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Your son told you — I presum.e you got your information from him — that he 
had never read it until what was said about yourself? 
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Answer, Yrs, sir. 

Question. Do you kuow ^vbetller either of these gentlemen formed any association on 
the liasis of that coustitutiou ? 

Ausiver. Well, sir, I don't think so. It never has come within my knowledge, and I 
have never heard of an organization formed in this county under it, or anywhere else. 

Qiustion. \Yhen did you give the constitution to Mr. Fleming ? 

A)i8wc}\ Some short time ago, sir. 

QucsiioJL About when ? 

Answer, Three or four or five weeks ago, or may he longer. I don't remember the 
precise time. 

(Juestion. Do you know who i^rejiared that constitution? 
Answer, I do not sir. 

Question, Have you ever seen any other book or print or writing purporting to be a 
constitution of any such society ? 
Answer, I never have, sir. 

Question Did you organize any committee yourself under that constitution ? 
Ansicer. I never did, sir. 
Question, Or any other? 
Answer, I never did, sir. 

Question, Have you ever given or offered to give to any person any card or paper as 
a protection against the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I did, sir. 
Question. To whom ? 

Answer. Not against Ku-Klux particularly, but against his receiving any damage in 
any way. The circumstances are these : When I came home last winter I found Joe 
Young, "the barber here, whose family are servants of mine. I had raised his family, 
and he lived with his family. He had belonged to Dr. Young, of Georgia, and he fol- 
lowed me to this State, hiriug his time. I came hero and he seemed to be very much 
alarmed. I was in conversation with him, and asked him the cause of his alarm and 
80 on, and he told me he was going to have a guard around his house for his protection. 
That he had been informed that he would be visited by the Ku-Klux. Said I, " Joe, I 
don't think I would ^do it. It will attract public notice, and it will attract this ijand 
more than anything else, perhaps, to have such a guard as you would have — a colored 
guard — around you, and if I were in your jdaee I would not do it. If you are alarmed 
you come to my house and you are welcome to stay there." I had always known him» 
I had him about me a great deal, and in niy family, and I was anxious to afford him 
any protection in my power that 1 could. I said to liira, "I wiil get up a paper and 
will have it signed by the respectable citizens of the county, setting forth your char- 
acter as a clever, honest bpy, and it^may have a tendency to afford you protection and 
prevent any outrages being committed upon your person." I advised him to that course 
and the matter dropped there. I did not provide the paper. He never asked for it 
any more. He seemed, though, to get into a better state of feeling after a while, that 
is, as far as his ai^pearaiice went. 1 had but little conversation with him afterwards 
upon the subject. Then last winter I took his son down to Columbia. 

Question, When was that? 

Ansicer, That was, I think, about the Christmas holidays. 
Question, But I mean the first talk you had. 

Ansicer, I think about the Christmas holidays was when I came home, and I had 
taken his son down in December or November. I had written up to send his son 
down; that I could get him a berth as page; and I continued him as page there the 
whole of the winter. It was purely to relieve him — to do all I could for the relief of 
his feelings that influenced me. 

By Mr. VanTkump: 

Question. You intended that paper to be signed by divers citizens of the county ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I intended to go around here and get the most respectable names 
of citizens to sign that i)aper, that it might have an influence on reasonable men, if 
there were any reasonable men engaged in that organization. 

Question. Is that the barber who is under Mr. Givins's office? 

Answer. No, sir; he was the barber under this (Palmetto) house at that time. What 
I did was through the kindest feelings toward him. 

By Jklr. Stevenson : 

Question. You did not assume to have control over the Ku-Ivlux? 

Answer. Not at all ; but, as I have said in my testimony, I did not know any man on 
earth who was identified with them in any way, except the instance from Teunessee 
that 1 mentioned. I had no knowledge of them myself, and never was identified with 
them in any way; never knew' any of them, nor knew about them, except as the acts 
of this organization, or whatever it was, w^ould show out. 
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By the Chairman : 

Question. I desire) to ask a question in connection 'with this statement which yon 
have made. Was this barber afterward visited by the Kn-Klux in tke country ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 1 never heard of it if he was. 
Question. Had he a family in the country ? 

Ansxcer. He had a family just out a piece, in the suburbs of the town. 
Question. Near town ? 
Ansicei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. We have been informed of one that was visited in the country aud had to 
take refuge in the chimney. Have you heard of that case ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Yon said, I believe, that you wanted to make some statement in regard to 
legislation. If you desire to make any further explanation in regard to the legislature, 
you can do so now. 

Ansicer. I just wanted to say that I thought about these things last night, and looked 
over the acts, and took a few notes in relation to the questions that you would put to 
me as to whether I voted upon a certain Greenville Railroad measure. I voted for an 
act to reenact certain acts lending the credit of the State to the Greenville and Colum- 
bia Railroad Company, and to validate the action of said company thereunder. This 
act was to alter and amend an act lending' the credit of the State to the company in 
the readjustment of their debt, ratified by the legislature under the i^rovisional gov- 
ernment of the State. The same was reenacted and continued in force, aud all the 
acting of said company pursuant to the provisions of said act shall be validated and 
confirmed. This act enables the company to fund the interest due upon the mortgage 
and guaranteed debt for six months. The comptroller general is authorized to indorse, 
or was authorized to indorse, the .name and credit of the State upon the bonds ami 
certificates of the company to the amount of §50,000. The statutory lien was extended 
to cover the additional amount. The condition was that the company should consent 
to a tax upon the road, in conformity with the second section of the twelfth article of 
the constitution. I don't remember any particular charges of corruption in this matter. 
Then the other was the act to close the operations of the Bank of the State, about which 
you asked me. 

Question. Yes, sir, I did. 

Ansiver. Well, the governor was authorized and required to take charge of all the 
property and assets of the bank aud sell them at public auction, at his discretion, hav- 
ing regard to the interests of the State, aud all debts and choses in action to be col- 
lected by the attorney general, aud proceeds of sales and collections to be placed in the 
treasury, subject to the governor's order ; to rex>ort the same to the next succeeding 
legislature. It authorized all bills issued prior to January, 1860, to be funded in six 
per cent, bonds, provided the bills be presented to the treasury before 1869. It was 
l)elieved that there was much corruption in this measure. I have no knowledge of 
any myself, but that was the impression that prevailed, from the fact that these State 
bills were bought up at a merely nominal i)riee — ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, per- 
haps, in some instances, sixty cents on the dollar. They were being bought up con- 
tinually by government officers and brokers and merchants through the country, and 
dealt in, I suppose, pretty largely, from the report, by those who were aware of what 
legislative action would likely be had. It resulted very advantageously to them. 
There was about a million and a quarter of these bills funded, and the bonds after fund- 
ing were worth very soon 60 aud 70 cents on the dollar, making a very considerable 
speculation out of jt. There spruug up a considerable speculation at that time in these 
bank bills. Now, a great many people who had these bank bills Avere under the impres- 
sion that they would still at the same tiine answer the purj)osc of tax-paying — of paying 
their taxes — and held on to them. There are some of these bills that were sold even 
late as last winter. There was not a sufficient amount of them — no bond could be issued 
under |50 — there was not a sufficient amount ot them, and they were set to the credit 
of those who had surrendered any bills to the treasury to make out a bond ; they were 
set to their credit on the treasurer's books. There is an instance here in this vicinity 
of a man authorizing me to sell a remnant of $20 that he had, for which the treasurer 
;^aid him 75 cents on the dollar. That was last winter. His object was, I suppose, to 
fund that with other remnants that he had on hand, or would buy up, and bills of the 
same sort could have been bought. These were not registered aud might have been 
bought for perhaps 40 cents in the streets. That is about my idea of the matter. 
There was a great deal of speculation in these bills. People were riding through the 
country buying them up. Merchants were taking them in, and officers of the treasury 
were buying them. I sold some myself that were sent to me, to one of the officers of 
State. Captain Parker bought some from iiie. 
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By :Mr. Van Tiiu:mp : 

Question. I iiiidorstand you to say that a good many members of the. le<i;islature were 
{ippoiiitod sub-coiiimissioiuTS or siib-ageuts under Mr. Leslie in the several counties of 
the State on this land commission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; a *(ood many of them were appointed. It was understood that 
most of the appointments w(?ro among the members of the legislature. 

Question. The maj(nity of the thirty-one, if there was one to each county, were mem- 
bers of the legislature ? 

Answer, I can't say as to what the majority was. 

Question. The eti'ect of your testimony seems to be, if I recollect, to exonerate Leslie, 
the first commissioner, from participating in any of these alleged frauds in the admin- 
istration of this olfice ? 

Answer. The investigation is still incomplete, but it does not appear as far as it has 
gone that there was any margin in his favor, or that he had made an^^hiug at buying 
lands and selling lands. It does not appear that he was in collusion with auy of these 
vendors of land, i will state there another thing, that he was very active in the com- 
mittee-room in hunting up and sending for and bringing witnesses, and he, knowing 
a great deal more about the business than any of the senators, seemed to be very rigid. 
He took the privilege of asking some questions, and was very rigid iu his examination 
of some of them, and stated to them, '*If you know anything at all for or against me, 
tell it." He said to me, " I want you to ferret this thing out rigidly, and if you can 
find anything for or against me, I want it known." 

Question. Was it understood, or did it appear in the examination before that com- 
mittee, that Mr. Leslie had not much to do in the management of that business f Was 
it not confined to the advisory board principally ? 

Answer. He had approved of a good many purchases, but he told me that the advis- 
ory board had made some purchases imder his protest ; that he had i)rotested. agaiast 
them, and they had made some purchases. 

Question. They could overrule him in that direction ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they could. 

Question. They could act without his cooperation ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they could do it. 

Question. Who formed that board ? 

Answer. I think it was Governor Scott and Mr. Neagle. 

Question. The treasurer? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think he was one of the board. Captain Parker was one, I am 
certain, and Mr. Cardozo was for a while, but I understood he resigned. I don't know 
that to be a fact. 

Question. Have you stated all that? 

Answer. 1 think so. 

Question. Did it appear in the testimony, so far as it went in the examination,- that 
Captain Parker had some connection with the selling and bnying of these lauds ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Captain Parker, in brs testimony, according to my understanding, 
was the purchaser of this Hell-Hole Swamp place. 

Question. From some other party ? 

Ansicer. N«), sir; from Cakes. 1 understood he i^urchased this land from Oakes. 
Question. In behalf of the State ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then it was Oakes, and not this man Schley, who sold it? 

Answer. It was Oakes, he said in his testimony, I am pretty certain, from the fact 
that he said Oakes was a land broker, and he expected that tiiere was some margin. 

Question. Did you say that you never heard of this man Schley, who undertaken, on 
the record, sales to the State amounting to 26,912 acres of land ? 

Answer. I do not know him. I may have heard of him. I think that Colonel Haj^- 
wood, in some testimony of his, spoke of the Schley land, but I do not remember the 
particulars of his testimony. There were only a few of them. I speak from memory; 
1 am drawing upon my memory now. This testimony in relation to that must be, to 
some extent, imperfect, from the fact that I have no data by me. The testimony is all 
in Columbia in the hands of the chairman proper of the committee. 

Question. At any rate y(m recollect that Parker, the State treasurer and a member of 
this advisory board, testified to the fact that he had purchased of a man named Oakcij 
this Manigault or Hell-Hole Swamp track of 12,000 acres? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; at $.'5 an acre. That was his testimony, I remember that. 

Question, So that if Parker testified aright this report is not correct in stating that 
that tract was bought of P. T. Schley ? 

Answer. I didn't know anything about the Schley land until that report came into 
my hands. 

Question. If Parker bought these lands of Oakes he didn't buy them of Schley, did he ? 
Answer. Ko, sir; it may be that Schley is in that concern; that Oakes is connected 
with Schley in some way. If so, I don't know it. 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Did you not understand that Oakes acted as a real estate broker for 3^Ir. 
Schley ? 

Ansivei\ I understood from Mr. Parker, the treasurer, that he was a real estate broker. 
Question. That Oakes was a broker through whom this was i)urchased ? 
Answer. Tliat Oakes was the broker from whom he purchased this Hell-Hole Swamp. 
Question. As a broker ? 

Answer. I asked him about the margin, and he said he was a broker, and he supposed 
he made some margin in hivS fiivor. 

Question. Of course, if there was a margin to him it would be as a broker, and not as 
an owner ? 

Answer. I am confining myself to my recollection of the testimony handed in before 
me. ^ 

Question. Is it anything unusual for land brokers to sell laud for the owners in 
Charleston ? 
Answer. I^o, sir, I think not. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. But Captain Parker did not say whether or not Oakes was acting as a 
broker for somebody else or acting for himself ? 
Answer. He didn't say. He merely said he was a broker. 

Question. He merely said Oakes was a broker, and he had bought the 12,000 acres 
from Oakes ? 
Ahsiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you understand? I desire you shall be a little more definite. 
Yon have specified something in regard to the character of this Hell-Hole tract. What 
is its character as a swamp ? 

Answer. ^ I understand there was a large amount of swamp connected w ith it. Mr. 
Parker said so. He said that he was under the impression that these swamps in some 
way might be drained and rendered very valuable. 

Question. In the hands of speculators w^ho could hold on to it during that time ? 

Answer. That is what he said to me. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did he say they were to be held by a speculator ? 
Answei\ No, sir, he didn't say that. He said what I have repeated. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. I understood you to say, either as your opinion or as Captain Parker's testi- 
mony, that these lands might, as you understood, be made valuable if they were drained ? 

Answer. I suppose they are very rich lands, and might be made valuable if they 
could be drained'. I don't know Avhether they could be or not. 

Qxiestion. If thrs land commission was instituted with the honest purpose of furnish- 
ing homesteads in various small tracts for the colored people— perhaps white i)eople 
too — would it be possible for purchasers of that class to drain these immense swamps ? 

Answer. I think not. It would require, I think, from what I have understood about 
these swamps down there, a great deal of (Capital. 

Question. And combination of proprietors ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then if this is th^ character of that purchase it is wholly a useless pur- 
chase for the purpose if the land commission was honestly intended to i^rovide homes 
for the poor f 

Ansiveii\ Some part certainly is so, I think. 

Question. Have you any idea of what i)roportion of the 12,000 acres was included 
in these swamps ^ 

Ansiver. I did not ascertain. There was a large amount of swamp on it, I under- 
stood. 

Question. I understood you to say that General Bates charged against Mr. De Large 
that he had advanced sums equal to $1,500 as a premium or bouus for the contract for 
the sale of his lands, and that De Large denied it ? 

Ansivei\ That is his testimony. 

Question. General Bates swore to it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did De Large deny it under oath ? 

Answei'. No, sir ; he denied it in a letter to the Senate. De Large was not about. It 
was understood that he had arrived in Columbia, but was confined to his room from a 
gunshot wound that he had received in the hand at Charleston i^reviously. 

Question. Did De Large explain the discrepancy that Bates swore to of the amount of 
$10,000 received by him (Bates) when the land he set down in the report as costing 
$12,000 ; did he explain that ? 
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Jnsicer. Xo, sir ; aeeordiupc to niy recollectioTi he simply denied tbe fact. 
Question, Who moved iu the legishiture this committee of investigation; a democrat 
or a republican ? 

Answer. Well, I think Mr. Leslie desired an investigation of his acts and doings. 
Now I don't remember who made the motion. He was very anxious to have it. 

Question. Why was he anxious about it ; had there been cuiTent charges made against 
him ? 

Answer. I think he had been charged through all the newspapers from one end of the 
State to the other, by republicans and democrats, as having been guilty of fraud in the 
matter. I think there were general charges against him, and he wanted an investiga- 
tion into the matter. There was a great deal of sparring in the senate between i>ar- 
ties, between even Mr. Corbin and himself, upon that matter — membere of his own 
party. 

Question. Mr. Stevenson furnished y6u an addition of the several sums, making an 
aggregate amount paid for these lands, according to DeLarge's report, of ^549,3*29 85; 
do you know whether or not that amount iuchnles the sum of -$-^.^,335, charged to the 
expenditures here in the annual report of the comptroller general ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. If that sum is to be added, then the gross amount paid for land, according 
to the report of the commissioner, would be §637,664 S5, would it not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it makes that amount, it seems. Captain Parker said in his testi- 
mony, if I recollect aright, that about— ^ think there was a fraction — about $580,000 
was the amount that was obtained on the bonds, and that all that amount, with the 
exeeptiojp, i-)erhaps, of $30,000, had been laid out in lands. 

Question. Who composed this committee of investigation ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, there were a good many members. Dr. Hayes was chairman of 
the committee. I was a member. There was a colored man by the name of Bowley ; 
he seemed a very clever colored fellow ; there was one by the name of Lee ; a man by 
the name of Gardner. The fact is, I never met all the committee but once or twice, 
and I don't know their names. I don't know the names of many of the representatives. 

Question. There was never a full meeting of the entire committee ? 

Answer. No,, sir, except at the organization, and perhaps one or two meetings after- 
ward; there may have been ; I don't remember distinctly. 

Question. How long before the adjournment of the legislature did the organization of 
the committee take place ? 

Ansicer. I don't remember when it was organized. 

Question. About how long ? 

Answei\ I have no recollection what time. The legislature was in session about three 
months, and I don't remember. I know I discontinued examining witnesses two ot 
three days before the eh)se. 

Question. Then you had got up to within two or three days of the adjournment of 
the legi.'vlature before you quit the investigation of this subject ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There were two testimonies read, and only two. They were called 
for by Mr. Leslie ; the testimony of Dr. Lnnney and the testimony of General Bates. 
After they were taken they were called for by Mr. Leslie and read in the' senate. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. And that was the only testimony that seemed to make any charges of im- 
X)roper conduct, was it-not "? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Mr. Leslie had the testimony brought and read. He called for it. 
It was sent in and read by the clerk. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Question. How was that committee composed as to parties ; was a large majority of 
it republican? 

Answer. I think I was the only democrat on the committee. 
Question. How many members were there? 
Answei\ I think about seven. 

Question. Ordinarily, at your meetings, how many attended ? 
Answa\ Sometimes there were none but myself. 
Question. How often did that occur ? 

Ans7ver. It occurred very frequently. They would come in, one or two of them, and 
Bit awhile and listen to the examination and ask some questions. 
Question. They took no part in it ? 

Answer. When they were there some of them took part in it. I intended to give it 
up, as the committee-men failed to attend, but Mr. Leslie urged mo to continue it. Ho 
wanted the thing looked into and the charges on his character removed. 

Qimtion. Had republicans, as well as democrats, circulated these reports about 
corruption in the land commission somewhere ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 
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Question. And Mr. Leslie appeared to be aaxioua to have the thiu^^ fully iiivestigated? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he was very active. He sent for Dr. Lnnney to come and be exam- 
ined; and whenever he conld come across any man there he would thrust him into the 
committee room or bring him in. 

Question. Was there a senator named S. A. S svails on that committee ? 

Answer. 1 think not. 

Question. Are you sure of that ? 

Answer. 1 don't remember that he was. 

Question. Was there a senator of that name wdio was also a local land agent for his 
county ? 

Answer. There was a Senator Swails; I know him very well. 
Question. Is he white or black ? 
Answer. He is a very bright mulatto. 

Question. Was it charged or was there any evidence that ho had anything to do with 
the mismanagement of this thing, as an agent for the county which lie represented ? 
Anstver. 1 don't know ; I can't tell you. 

Question. Don't you recollect of having papers to that effect before that committee? 
Answer. I don't remember now. 

Question. They had charged that he sold land to the commission for $1,500, and it was 
charged to the State at §3,000 ? 
Answer. I don't remember that. 

Question. Don't you recollect that there are* papers now to that effect ? 
Answer. I may have examined Swails, but I have no recollection of having done so. 
Question. Have you no recollection of seeing papers before the committei^ to that 
effect? 
Answer. !Ro, sir. 

Question. Where is Kingstree, South Carolina? 
Answer. In Williamsburgh. 

Question. Was that the county Swails represented? 

Answer. Yes, sir. You see, as I have said several times, the investigation w\as incom- 
plete. There was a good deal of it to do to render it comi^lete, and many things may 
appear yet. 

Question. I understand that the regular chairman of the committee did not assume 
the duties of the chair at all ? 

Answer. Well, on two or three occasions he did, when we organized, and once or 
twice afterward, and he came in several times. I w\is placed in the chair in his ab- 
sence by several of them whoAvere present ; that is, I was requested to take the chair 
by the clerk. It seemed to be vacant when I came in, and I was requested to take the 
chair, and I continued there ; and Dr. Hayes came in several times afterward. He was 
the regular chairman. 

Question. Is Dr. Hayes a senator or representative ? 

A7mve7\ A senator. I i^roposed to resign the seat. I rose and offered him his place, 
but he would not take it ; he said go on with it. 

Question. Had Dr. Hayes any more i)ressing or important business to attend to in the 
senate than you had ? 

Ansiver. Several members of the committee said that tbey had business in the legis- 
lature that they ^eve interested in, so that they could not give regular attendance. 

Question. Did you, so far as you could do so, in relation to your general duties as sena- 
tor, use your best exertions to have that investigation prosecuted, and a report made 
at that legislature ? 

Answer. I did ; I urged it. and Mr. Leslie was very anxious to have the report made, 
but our stenographer, who acted as stenographer and clerk, did not make out the pa- 
lmers. I turned them over two or three days before tlie end of the session to the chair- 
man ; that is, 1 told him to do so. I told Dr. Hayes that the papers were at his order ; 
to call on.,Mr. Fox, the stenographer and clerk, and get them. 

Question. At what time did Mr. Leslie resign his office as land commissioner? 

Answer. He was not a member at the time of the investigation. 

Question. Was De Large already in office ? 

Answer, De Large was then in office, 
t Question. Was it understood that the black people, for the reason that this was for 
their benefit, if honestly intended at all, should have the land commissioner ? Was it 
understood tliat he should be a colored man ? 

Answer. There was a report that they had demanded of the governor the land com- 
missioner. 

Question. After the appointment of Leslie, or before ? 

Answer. Leslie was land commissioner ; his term had not expired. That they de- 
manded, but Leslie was installed, and, from ray understanding, paid no attention to 
the demand until there was a proposition made to buy him out. 

Question. What was the current report of the reason for the resignation of Leslie at 
last? 
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Answer. I think the r(?port was that ho was bought out ; that was the uuderstanding. 
Qnest'ion. A coiisitleratioii paid for his resignation ? 

A7isiccr. Tlicre were two reports : one was that ho was to receive §20,000 ; another 
rej^ort was that he was to receive $25,000. I have no knowledge of these things. 

Qucftiion. Did you examine into that question at all during the partial labors of the 
conniiiytee ? 

Jtisn-n\ Xo, sir ; I did not, from the fact that I did not hear it at that time ; now I 
have no knowledge of this thing ; it was reported ; I had no knowledge of the report 
during the investigation. 

Quesfion, The present status of your investigation as a committee is, that it is very 
incomplete ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; very incomplete and unfinished. 

Qaesihn. It was no fault of yourself as a member of the committee and the sole dem- 
ocratic member of the committee ? 

Answer. It was no fault of mine, for I urged them up all I could, and the fact is, I 
thought it was necessary to go into every county in the State wherever lands were 

1) urchased to make the proper investigation. 

Quesiion. As this report, with all its correspondence, is now a part of the testimony, 
I want to see if you can throw any light upon it. I see'that H. II. Kimpton, in a letter 
to I)e Large, the land commissioner, demanding possession of the land commission 
bonds, says : ^'I have the honor to reply that the State treasurer some time since for- 
warded tiie said $500,000 of bonds to me, to be used as collateral security for loans. 
All of the bonds are now iu use as collateral security for moneys advanced to the land 
commission. I am ready to promptly deliver the bonds to you whencA'er the loans are 
paid, or other satisfactory securities are substituted in their place." Under which Do 
Large says : " From this correspondence it will be seen that I have never been in pos- 
session o'fthe bonds as contemplated in the act, and that I am consequently in nowise 
responsible for any disposition that may have been made of them. The lands I have 
l>uri based have been paid for through orders on the State treasurer, approved by the 
chairman of the advisory board." 

Answer. I can't give you any light upon that ; I have read that. 

Question. If De Large's statement is true, the moneys for the payment of these lands 
were drawn from the treasury of the State, instead of being produced through the 
agency of these bonds issued for the special purpose of this land commission. That 
would be necessarily so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so, though I can't explain anything in that. That explains 
itself, I think. I don't think, though, that there were any bonds in the hands of either 
of them. 

Question. Have you ever heard the governor express any reasons why he vetoed the 

2) er diem and legislative expense bill ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have. 

The Chairm.vx. We have the veto itself. It is in evidence. 
By Ut. Van Truimp : 

Question. Did you ever hear him express any additional or other reasons than those 
stated.in his veto ? 

Anstver. I can state a conversation that took place between the governor and 
myself, if that is proper. I don't remember perhaps the reasons in the veto just now, 
though I read it at the time. 

Question. If there is nothing more than is in the paper, I do not want the reasons. 

Aimcer. I can make the statement, and if it is consistent with that i)aper it may go 
as testimony, and if it is not it may be ruled out. 

Question. Go on. 

Answer. I was in the governor's office and we were talking about the appropriation 
bill, and he said it was very large; that it was an outrage, and that he intended to 
veto the bill, and he gave as his reasons for the veto that the furnishing of the State- 
house, of the representative hall, and the committee-rooms had cost about $40,000, or 
not more than $40,000, and that they had laid in a claim for $90,000, or upward, and 
his object in the veto was to avoid the payment of that amount of money, and he 
intended to keep it off as long as possible. He was anxious that his veto should be 
Eustaincd. 

Question. Did he say anything about Dennis and his oi)erations ? 

Ansicei'. Yes, sir ; he spoke of it as the Dennis fraud, as John Dennis's operations. 

Question. What was the idea among the people at Columbia at the time as a common 
impression or report of corruption in regard to the bill to permit t^e consolidation of 
the Greenville and Blue Ridge Railroads ? 

An8wei\ Well, sir, it was thought to be bought through. There was a great deal of 
influence brought to bear, and great exertion made to get it through. They were 
tampering with it a good long time. There was a good deal of excited debate upon it, 
and it was finally carried through. 



828 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question. Over the veto of the governor? 

Answer. No, sir ; the governor did not\'eto that bill, sir. 

Question. Was that the common impression among the people, that the thing had 
been carried by eorrupt means and money ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. Was it spoken of by both republicans and democrats ? 

A7mcer. I heard a great many democrats speak about it in Columbia, and some 
republicans. I don't remember how many republicans voted against it ; some voted 
against it. I think it is likely — I am not positive — that Mr. Dickson voted against it. 
I am certain that Mr. Armiii voted against it. 

Question. Do you know anything further than we have already in regard to the 
charge of corruption in relation to the passage of the phosphate bill ? 

Ansiver. There was said to be a great deal of corruption. There was a great deal of 
excitement, and several excited speeches were made. Mr. Corbiu advocated the bill. 
Mr. Cain, of Charleston, opposed it vehemently. He came in the next morning and 
made a speech in favor of it. 

Question. Corbin did ? 

A7isiver. No, sir; Mr. Cain did. They contended for the exclusive privilege of min- 
ing and digging phosphate, ancl the word " exclusive," Mr. Cain contended, was stricken 
out, and he then^favored the bill. 

Question. Was that the Rev. Mr. Cain, of Charleston? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and it was thought that there was a great deal of corruption in 
\ the passage of that bill. It was spoken of generally. 
Que3tion. This Mr. Cain is a colored man, is he not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, The editor of the republican paper called the Missionary Record, at Charles- 
ton ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, and a man of a good deal of intelligence. 

Question. Has that paper since come out denouncing, perhaps the most violently of 
any paper in the State, the corruptions of the legislature? 
Answer. Yes,* sir ; it has denounced corruption as violently as almost any paper. 
Question. That bill was ikst vetoed by the governor? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. I think I have his veto at home. 

Question. What was charged to have been the instrument by which the bill was 
passed over the governor's veto? 

Answer. Well, sir, in all these big measures involving a great deal of money, in this 
as well as others, there was thought to be money employed. That was the general 
talk and impression among our people. 

Question. Did you ever hear of a telegram being sent by Tim Hurley from Columbia 
to Charleston for money to be used for that i)urpose ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I heard of it. 

Question. What was stated about it ? 

Answer. I have heard that there was a large amount of monej deposited in one of 
the banks there for the jiurpose of passing it, and I remember of hearing ifc suid that 
Tim had got it through with less money than ho had expected it would take to get 
it through, and that the balance was appropriated to himself. I have heard these ^ 
things, but I don't know anything about theui. 

Question. Was it currently charged and reported there ? 

Anstvcr. Yes, sir ; it was talked about. 

Question. Were you also a member of the investigating committee in relation to the 
bill rendered as expenses by the committee appointed to investigate the election in 
the third congressional district? 

Answei'. 1 was a member of a committee to investigate the accounts, to look into 
the treasury and see how much money had been drawn out, and how and in what way 
it was drawn. 

Question. What was the result of that examination ? How much money was paid 
for the expenses of that committee ? 

Ansiver. My impression is — I have got it into my head, though I may be wrong — 
that there was about $27,000 drawn out. 

Question. I see in the last annual report I have here, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, that in the list of expenditures is the item paid to the committee of investiga- 
tion of the third congressional district, $17,583 65. Then, in the same report for a 
previous year, in the account of expenditures, is the charge, " paid the committee of 
investigation of the third congressional district $10,281 80," which would make a 
total of §27,865 45, if I have added it aright. 

Answ€i\ Yes, sir ; that is correct. 

Question. Crews was chairman, of that committee of investigation, was he not ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you examine a witness in relation to a certain voucher of $7,500, said 
to have been paid to Mr. Dunbar as attorney for the committee ? 
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Jnsicer. Yos, sir, 

Mr. Van Thump. I see you ask a qnostion here: 
Qucsf ion, (by }>lr. Foster.) Was the warrant, drawn to the order of Mr. Dunbar, 
paid to him f " 

''Answer. Witness declines to answer." 

Tlie Witness. Yes, sir; he said he would answer no questions. He took that stand, 
that he would answer no questions that criminated him. 

Question. 1 will ask you whether Mr. Joseph Crews is not acknowledged to be one 
of tho-great leaders of the rejmblican party of South Carolina I 

Answer. Well, he is, as far as Laurens is concerned. I can't say in the State; there 
are so many men so far ahead of him in intellect ; but I think Joe Crews is understood 
to do a good deal of dirty work. I don't think his own party, or anybody else, has much 
confidence in him as a man of integrity. 

Question. Has he not had a great deal to do with the affairs of the party in Columbia ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he has a good deal to do with it ; he is mixed up. 

Question. Did Mr. Dunbar swear before you that he never received a cent of that 
money ? 

Answer. He did. I asked him what his services would be worth if he had made a 
charge. He said he supposed they would bo worth $300 or $400— $400 perhaps ; that 
lie would be pretty liberal generally in charging the State, he judged, and §400 would 
be satisfaction for his services. 

Question. Were Elliott, the member of Congress, and Judge W^right, the colored judge 
of the supremS bench, the two other members of the committee of investigation, of 
which Crews was chairman, into the aflfairs of the third congressional district ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; Elliott and Wiight were members. 

Question. Did Wright, and perhaps Elliott, swear that they had never employed Dun- 
bar as attorney for that committee ? 

Ansu'cr. Judge Wright told me (and Elliott said in his testimony, and so did Wright) 
that they had this matter of employing an attorney up before them for consideration, 
and they had determined, as there were two lawyers members of the committee, that 
it was unnecessary to employ an attorney. Judge Wright said that he agreed to per- 
form the extra service of the committee for about $500 — such as putting the testimony 
in shape and making up the report for the legislature. 

Question. It appears by this report that he did get $500 for that business ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think that is so. Judge Wright is what you may call a very re- 
liable mail. That is the opinion concerning Judge Wright of people that know him.' 
Judge Wright tol(^ me, further, that after the time he was elected judge, which w^as 
a few days before Christmas, his pay stopped ; that he did not receive any after that 
time, as he thought it was improper for him to do so. 

Question. 1 will read one paragraph to you, and then ask what action was taken on 
this matter. This is the rei)ort of William B. Nash, chairman, Robert Smalls, and J. 
Foster, of the committee : " It is clear to the minds of your* committee that this 
amount of $7,500 has been improperly and fraudulently drawn, and they respectfully 
suggest that the attorney general be instructed to commence legal ])roceedings in the 
]iremises to procure the disbursement of that amount." Were any steps ever taken by 
the legislature, or governor, to order the attorney general to commence proceedings 
upon that thing ? 

Answer. The committee recommended to the Senate that the attorney general be re- 
quired or requested (I don't remember the word) to take proceedings against Joe Crews 
for the recovery of the money ($7,500) which had been illegally drawn out of the 
treasury. 

Question. Did you hear Joe Crews, or have you ever heard what he did say in r^ply 
to that proposition ? 

Answa\ He said, on the stand in that committee-room, that he had the right to draw 
as long as there was anything outstanding against the committee. 

Question, lint I am speaking now of his remark upon the introduction of this report ; 
what was the defiant expression, if any was used by him ? 

Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. Do you not remember of hearing it currently reported at Columbia that 
he defied them ; that if they intended to prosecute that question against him they 
would have to extend their penitentiary, because he would have about half of the legis- 
lature in with him ? 

Anstcei\ I don't remember that, sir. 

Question. Any how, there has never been any suit commenced ? 
Answer. Not that I have heard of. 

Question. And the $7,500 has been paid as included in this $27,000 f 
Ansrvcr. Yes, sir ; as the vouchers show. 

Question. So that whether Joe Crews made that threat or not, the legislature, instead 
of instructing the attorney to bring suit, paid the claim ? 
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Ansic€}\ No, sir ; the claim had been paid before that. One of these had been dra-wn 
iu Sei^tember before the meeting of the legislature. 

Mr. Van Tiiu3IP. I request that the report of the special committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the money transactions of the committee appointed to investigate the elec- 
toral affairs of the third congressional district, and also the evidence of Joseph Cre^vs 
before said committee, be attached to the testimony of this witness. [The documents 
mentioned will be found appended to the testimony of this witness.] 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I understand you to say that whatevei- has been done in this investigation 
in regard to the land commission has been done principally by yourself, the only demo- 
cratic member of the committee ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I conducted most of the examination. 

Question, So far as you know, has any testimony been developed to sustain the charge 
which was made that Islx. Leslie was paid money to resign his place in favor of L)e 
Large ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. The statement has been already made in testimony in these words, without 
referring to the witness : " ;Mr. Leslie, after being in office for some time, w^as paid 
$65,000 to resign, and Mr. De Large was appointed in his place — the prt'sent member 
of Congress from the Charleston district," (page 110, volume 1, testimony relative to 
South Carolina.) Does the testimony taken by you thus far sustain any charge of that 
character, of §65,000 being paid to Mr. Leslie? • 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard the amount stated so much. One rejiort was §*25,000, 
another was $20,000 ; but I have no evidence. This has never appeared iu evidence, 
and I know nothing about it, except as a report. 

By ;Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did you examine any witnesses at all on that point? 

Ansicei\ No, sir ; I examined no witnesses, from the fact that I did not hear of it un- 
til the examination w^as ended. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You did not hear it at all on the examination ? It ai>peared that there was 
nothing' against Mr. Leslie in evidence? 

Answer. The examination was complete before I heard it. I heard it only a day or 
wo before I left Columbia, 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In that state of things, the charge never having come to your notice as a 
member of the committee, and the rumor placing it in one instance at $25,000, in an- 
other at $20,000, and this charge making it $65,000, would it not be very rash in any 
man to swear unqualifiedly that §65,000 had been actually paid to Mr. Leslie to resign 
his place ? 

Answer. I can't answer that question, for I do not know anything about it. This 
gentleman may have had the testimony to that point, but I have no testimony to what 
I say. It is only report. 

Question. Up to the time you finished whatever examination you have made, had any 
charge been laid before you, the democratic member of the committee, that Mr. Leslie 
bad been paid $65,000, or any other sum of money, to resign his place ? 

Aiisicer. No, sir; neither $65,000 nor any other amount. I examined several demo- 
crats, and there was no charge made. I would here say that Mr. Leslie told me in 
several conversations, " I have made money, but I have nc^t made it by the land com- 
mission. I will tell you some day bow I made my moiicy ;" but he never told me. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was that after he resigned ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. If he did get money for resigning, I want to get at that fact. 
Ans^icer. That is what he said to me. I think it is a hard matter lo get at the actual 
fact. 

Question. The same witness says, speaking of the Hell-Hole Swamp property, in an- 
swer to the question whether it w^as a valuable piece of property to be cut up and sold, 
" No, sir ; it cannot be cut up and sold ; it is full of snakes and alligators, and I sup- 
pose always will be." He further says, The title is good : they have got a good title 
to the property, but the property is worthless." Is that an exaggerated or true state- 
ment? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, all that I know about it is from ^Ir. Parker's testimony, and from 
Colonel Haywood, who was a large planter in the Colleton district, that there was a 
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largo amount of swamp on tbat place, and I understood liim, if I recollect aright, to say 
that there was valuable land upon the place. . I think that Hell-IIolo Swamp, from ail 
I have heard of it, was considered a very valuable planting place, though I have never 
seen it. I have heard of the place hut never saw it. I know nothing of it except what 
I he^rd after the talk commenced about the purchase. 

Qimfion. Had the swamp lands, as you call them, been used as a rice plantation? 

Answer. I cau^t answer that question, for I don't know. 

Question. Whatever may be its value, would the statement that it is full of snakes 
and alligators, and I suppose always will be, and worthless, be a true or exaggerated 
statement ahout it? 

Answer. Well, sir, having no knowledge of the property except what I have heard, I 
should think that there were a great many sraakes and reptiles of various sorts, and 
that it is property that, it' it could have been drained, would, it is likely, have been 
put in cultivation as rice land in that county, and would have been very valuable. 

QucMiou. I ask for a direct answer to this question. From the testimony elicited 
before you as to that property, would the statement that it is full of snakeS; alligators, 
and is worthless, be true or exaggerated ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I think that it would he exaggerated j hut I cannot say as to the 
extent of exaggeration. 

Question. I call your attention, to another statement of the same witness on this sub- 
ject : "I was very diligent during the canvass in.;making inquiry — for we sought to 
use that as an electioneering document against them. 1 was very diligent in inquiring 
about the purchase of lands in all the counties, and I never heard of a single instance 
in which a bona fide trade had been made." According to the investigation, as far as 
you have conducted it, is that true? 

Answer. I think not. There have been some trades completed and the money has 
been received upon them, and the titles made. 

Question. Have they all been tainted with fraud ? or have there been any that are, in 
your judgment, honest transactions? 

Ansivei'. Well, sir, I thhik there have been some sales made that were honestly made, 
where people had the land to sell, and were anxious to get the most for it they could; 
but these lands did not bring as much, nor would not sell for as much down there, as 
they would in slavery times when they had labor. 

Question. How many purchases had Leslie made ? 

Answer. I can't tell you j we didn't examine into all of them. 

Question. But so far as you examined, you did not find any in which Leslie had par- 
ticipated in any of the profits? 
Answer. I did not. The testimony..shows that. 

Question. So that as to the question of the purchases, so far as he was concerned, 
they were bona fide transactions I 
Answer. I think so, sir. 

Question. Another statement is made by the same witness in this form, the qnestion 
having been put, Your information is that $700,000 was substantially stolen by 
by the officials ? " Answered, Yes, sir ; I do not believe that $100,000 of it was prop- 
erly invested." Would your investigation bear that statement out, that not $100,000 
of the whole of it was properly invested? 

Answer. My opinion has been that the money was not properly invested. 

Question. Bat the i)oint is this. The assumption is that the whole of the §700,000 
was substantially stolen, to which he answered, Yes, sir j I do not believe that §100,000 
of it was properly invested.'' 

Ansicer. There was a great deal expended in lands. 

Qnestion. Is it an exaggeration to say that not §100,000 of this money was expended 
in lands ? 
Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. Van TRmrp : 

Question. While the chairman asks yon whether such and such fa<;ts did appear be- 
fore your committee, and other facts did not appear before your committee, I will ask 
whether the business of your committee is not still wholly unfinished ? 

Answer. There is a great deal of testimony to be taken in relation to a great many 
tracts of land that have been testified about. That additional testimony will yet have 
to be called for to make the investigation complete. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. And there are tracts about which no testimony has been taken at all ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Now, in relation to this Bates land that is down here, we will harve 
to call up several witnesses still in relation to that land. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. As to this 26,000-acre tract, in gross, purporting to be sold by Schley, you 
have scarcely investigated that at all yet. 
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Answer. Scarcely. There is a great deal of it to investigate yet, and I do not see 
how wo can properly do it, without going down in the neighhorhood of the land, and 
sending for persons. My own opinion was that every piece of land, hefore it was pur- 
chased, ought TO have heen inspected by the land commissioner. 

Question. State whether you expect to ever get through with that investigation, 
unless more attention, industry, and interest are exhibited by the members of the dom- 
mittee generally than during the last session. 

Answer, I don't see any prospect of getting through, unless there is more attention 
paid to it than most the members of the committee have done. There are members of 
the legislature who have attempted to carry on the investigation during the session of 
the senate, and at the same time attend to their legislative duties, and it is difficult 
to do so. You can't get ail the members of the committee together at a time, and very 
often none. 

Question. I will ask you in regard to this investigation into the expenses of the com- 
mittee on the congressional election, what compensation did they get i 
Answer. We received no compensation. 

Question. I am not asking as to your committee, but the committee which was 
appointed to investigate the election' of members of Congress ? 
Answer. They got ^6 a day and mileage. 

Question. How far into the time of the sitting of the legislature was that pay allowed, 
and how much tvas it increased in consequence of running into the session of the legis- 
lature? 

Answer. Their pay continued, except in the case of Judge Wright. He was elected 
judge just before Christmas, and did not receive pay after that time. The rest of them 
received their pay, I think, u]) to the 28th of February, when the report was made. 

Question. When did the session commence ? 

Answer. The last Monday in November. 

Question. Did they receive their pay as members, and $6 a day as members of the 
committee during the same time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Making $12 a day during the session of the legislature ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. The report ought have been made at the beginning of the session. 
Question. Instead of that it was two months afterward ? 
Answer. Instead of that it was delayed until near the last of the session. 
Question. Is it your understanding that for that time they received double pay-*$6 
a day as members of the committeb, and $i] a day as members of the legislature ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, that is my understanding. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. So far as actual information goes, as to the state of this land commission, 
I suppose you have more knowledge of the true condition of things than anybody 
else f 

Answer. I suppose I have as much knowledge of it, as a general matter, as almost 
any one else, except the other members of the committee. They have the same opportu- 
nity, and the land commission. 

Question. You have given it more attention, and Have more actual knowledge of it 
^han any one else ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I gave it more attention, and have more knowledge of it than any 
one else, except the land commissioner. In the investigation I gave it more attention. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You were the only democrat on the committee ? 
Answer. I was. 

Question. It was by general consent that the burden was put upon you ? 

Amwe7\ It seems so. Mr. Leslie insisted that I should be i)laced on the committee. 
I tried to keep oft" of it, but he insisted upon having me placed there. He said he wanted 
a democrat placed on the committee. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is he a republican himself? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He seemed to be aware of his innocence, and he thought the 
report of a democrat would go further toward placing him right before the people. 
That was about his idea of it, as expressed to me. 

(Saturday, July 15, 1871, Joel Foster reappeared, and was examined further, as fol- 
lows :) 

By the Chairmai^ : 
Question. You say you desire to make some explanatioa of your testimony f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Go on and make it. 
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A)iswcr. It is just one point. In conversinj^ with General Bates yesterday afternoon, 
in relation to the sale of his land, he reminded me of the fact that he desired to eorreci 
his testimony, and did so. 

By Mr. Yax Tjiump : 
Question. Ilis testimony before your committee 1 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir, before the eommittee in Columbia; the investigating committee. 

By the Chairman : 

Qiicslion. Not before this committee. He has not been called here ? 

Answer. No, sir, before the investigating committee in Columbia ; and he says that 
the correction he made was that the ^500 that he was to pay to a friend to assist him 
in completing this trade with the hind commission was a misapprehension j that that 
was the part he corrected. I want to state, however, before this committee, that the 
testimony was taken from his own lips by the stenographer. He made the statement, 
and if that was put down there it must have come from his own lips, for I had no 
knowledge of it otherwise. The testimony was read to him after it was taken and 
written off, and was signed by hiui. This is the correction which he says he made. I 
don't remember about it. I remember that he made a correction, but I don't remember 
the point that was corrected. He says that was the point. I wish to state that much 
to this committee. 

Question, You appear to make that correction in consequence of your interview with 
him at .your own instance ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; at my own instance, and in consequence of being reminded of it 
by him. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, AYhat is the fact as you understood it ; is it that he only paid §1,500 instead 
of a-2,000 ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, §1,500, instead of §2,000. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Quef^tion. You say that his testimony was taken down by a stenographer in short- 
hand ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questio7i, You say it was subsequently read to him and signed by him ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Was all that done before he corrected that mistake? 
Answer, Yes, sir, I think so : that is my impression. 

Question, Then he changed that statement, whatever it was, in regard to the §500, 
after it was read over to him and signed ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that 'is my impression, but I will not state that positively ; but 
that is my impression, because it was taken down in short-hand, and it was written out 
directly afterwards for signature, because the people were passing out and in, and it 
was difficult to find them, and as soon as the testimony was taken it was generally 
written out in order to get their signature to the testimony. 

Question. The statement of the fact, however, in the testimony before it was cor- 
rected was that he had paid some friend |500 1^ aid him in effecting the purchase ? 

Answer, That was my impression, sir. 

Question, Is not that his admission to you yesterday, that that fact was corrected ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, that that was the correction that he desired to make and did make. 

Question. In his interview with you yesterday, although you did not recollect the 
particular fact which was corrected, he stated that it was this statement of the fact 
that he had agreed to pay $500 to a friend ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he stated that that was the statement which was corrected. 



EEPORT OF R. C. De LAKGE, LAND COMMISSIONER. 

State of South Carolina, Office of Land Commissioner, 

Columbia, February 25, 187 J. 

To the Honorable the Senate of the State of South Carolina : 

Gentlemen : I have the honor to submit herewith my report of the transactions of this 
office since my appointment as land commissioner, March i, 1870. This includes — 

1 . A list of the deeds and property turned over to me by my predecessor, and members of 
the advisory board, (Schedule A ) 

2. A statement of purchases of lands made by myself, (Schedule B.) 

3. Reports from Hon. B. F. Jackson, surveyor to the land commission. 

4. And retnrns from county agents, in reference to %he settlements thus far effected. 

53 1 
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The following deeds of lands, marked Schedule A, were received from Hon. C. P. Leslie, 
Ex. L. C. S. C, and balances paid on them by myself, as per schedule, by order of the advi- 
sory board : 

Schedule A. 



Counties. 



From whom pur- 
chased. 



]^ame of tract. 



iNo. acres. 



Cost. 



Amount paid 
on same by 11. 
C. De Larpje. 



Abbeville* 

Abbeville 

Abbeville 

Barnwell 

Beaufort 

Charleston 

Charleston 

Chester 

► Chesterfield . . . . 

Clarendon 

Colleton 

Darlington 

Darlington 

Edgefield 

Fairfield 

Eairtield 

Georgetown 

KerShawt 

Lancaster 

Marion 

Marion 

Marlborough — 
Orangeburgh . . . 

Eicnland 

Eichland 

Richland 

Richlandt 

"Williamsburgh . 

Sumter , 

Sumter 

Sitmter 

York 

York 

Fairfield J 

Marion § 

Marion 

Marion . . .". 



Cr. W.Marshall.... 
G. H. MarshaU .... 

Est. Marshall 

J. X. Treaguo 

W. J. Brodie 

P. Sires 

John A. Tuten 

A. H. Davega 

n. J. Fox 

L. A. Bigger 

R. J. LaKoche 

John Lunney 

John Lnnney 

T.J. Howard 

C. C. Singleton 

Wbilden'& Son ... 

B. 31. llutledge . . . . 

F. J. Moses, jr 

M. S. Gill 

F. A. Miles 

G. AV. Moody 

J. H. Goodi 

William Keller 

T. J. LaMotto 

J. J. Ilugueind 

P. F. Frazee 

O. H. Jones 

J. N. Ileirsch 

J. D. Graham 

J. D. Graham 

J. D. Graham 

Whitaker 

J. M. Lowry 

T. Jordan 

K. B. Fladger, jr. . . 

Julius Brown 

W. W. Brady 



Marshall — 

Marshall 

Homestead . 



Gilbert and Inverness . 

Woodville 

Cattle Bluff 



Five Tracts 

lust. Rhodes 

Hickory Hill 

Indian Branch Tract. 

Back Swamp 

I). Randall 

Harrison Jliver 

Harrison River 

Oatlands 

Burrows' 

Hoods' 

Maco 

Moody 

House 

Tynal's 

Hunt's 

Hopkins' 

Hickory Hill 

O'Hanlan's 

Cross Roads 



Donald. 



Whitaker 

Fishing Creek. 
Jordan Tract. . 
Fladger Tract. 

Brown 

Brady 



Total. 



4- 20 
1,150 
1, 15-2 

330 
780 
1, GGO 

5- 20 
521 

4, 556 
615 
991 
637 

115 
1,091 
2, 333 

713 
3, 7.75 
1,004 

200 

124 

800 
1,350 

774 
1,830 

712 

5, 216i 
2, 138' 

90 
64 
300 
6GG 
1,383 
700 
2, 000 
■ 8V> 
134 

42, 576i 



500 00 
520 00 
310 00 
900 00 
000 00 
552 00 
168 00 
488 00 
375 00 
000 00 



> 11, 603 25 



500 CO t 
556 00 I 
!:98 00 I 
500 00 ; 
000 00 I 
032 00 
COO 00 
800 00 
000 00 
000 00 
GOO 35 
810 00 
874 00 
505 50 
000 00 
600 00 
450 00 
950 00 
028 00 
.535 00 
800 00 
000 00 
500 00 
500 00 



255, 055 60 



* The amount of this deed was left blank. 

t This land has been reported by the agent, but the deed has not been turned over. 

\ This deed was received through Hon. J. L. o^eagle, as a member of the advisory board, and although 
tho deed is made to me, and I paid for it by direction of the advisory board, yet I had nothing to do 
with the purchase. It had been surveyed and settled before I was made land commissioner. 

§ These lauds in Marion were not purchased by myself, but were received from Hon. H. E. Hayne, 
and I paid for them by direction of the adviso»y board. 



In addition to the foregoing, I would state that I have been informed by Hon. N. G. 
Parker, as a member of the advisory board, that the foliowinj^ deeds were convt^yed by " P 
T. Schley, of Charleston, to C. P. Leslie, land commissioner," and are now in possession of 
the secretary of the advisory board. 



Counties. 



From whom purchased. 



Xame of tract. 



JSTo. acres. 



Charleston. 
Charleston. 
Charleston. 

Colleton 

Colleton ... 
CoUeton ... 



Total . 



P. T. Schley. 
P. T. Schley. 
P. T. Schley., 
P.T. Schley. 
P. T. Schley. 
P. T. Schley. 



Manigault . 



Pine Plantation . 
Heyward 



1, 854 
12, 000 
4, 600 
4, 000 
3, 500 
958 

26, 912 



Note. — Five other tracts in Edgefield County, purchased by my predecessor, amounting 
to about twenty- five hundred acres, were surveyed and divided by the surveyor to the land 
commission, and have been settled by the agent for that county, but as the deeds have not 
come into my possession, and I am not apprised of the amounts paid for them, or from 
whom they were purchased, they ha^^^ not been included in the above schedule. 
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Prom whom purchased. 



Name of tra<it. 



1^0. acres. 


C03t. 


105 


$525 00 


317 


1, 000 00 


223 


1,115 00 


519.5 


905 25 


1,976 


9, 880 00 


1,441 


3, 602 50 


643. C 


6, 000 00 


266 


2, 128 00 


924 


9, 240 00 


730 


6, 205 00 


2, 732 


10, 928 00 


1,040 


2, 080 00 


1,200 


6, 000 00 


293 


894 00 


5,310 


18, 585 00 


1,500 


10, :00 CO 


2, 585 


15,510 00 


2,300 


8, 0r)0 CO 


COO 


3, COO 00 


964 


7, 230 CO 


910 


0, 825 00 


1,045 


C, 270 00 


294 


1, 556 00 


193 


1, 158 00 


357 


2, 142 GO 


154 


924 00 


373. 5 


1, 000 00 


327 


1, 144 00 


428 


1, 498 00 


135 


472 50 


210 


735 00 


40 


140 00 


362 


1.267 00 


440 


i: 760 00 


482 


2, 892 CO 


503 


3,556 00 


350 


2, 100 00 


253 


1, 771 00 


534 


3, 204 GO 


331.5 


1, 986 00 


560 


3, 360 00 


628 


3, 768 00 


34, 589. 1 


173, 506 25 



I' John It. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

JohnR. Cochran 

Seaborn Di-ayton 

Macon B. Allen 

Timothy Hurley , 

Oplinms Hughes 

J. H. Jenks 

C. T. Chaso 

B. G. Yocom 

W. M. Cummings , 

W. M. Cummin f(;s , 

Georire F. Mclutyre 

W, P. Brown 

Richard Dozier 

Cleveland 

S. R. Adams 

H. W. Purvis 

J, H. Jenks 

Thomas M. Paysinger 

Thomas M. Paysinger . . . 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

R.X. Miller 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

John R. Cochran 

P. F. Frazce, sheriff 

R.K. Scott 

B. F. Bates 

B. F. Bates 

B. F. Bates 

B. F.Bates 

B.F.Bates 

A. Williford 

A. WiUiford 



Earle 

Martin 

Martin 

Johnson Tr . . . 

Rice Hope 

Indian Grove . 

Greenwich 

Curtis 

Rushland 



Gilbert .... 
Four Hole . 



River Place 

Dozier 

Cleveland 

Ciples 

Geiger 

Brittou's aS'cck . 

Beard 

!N"orman 



Kyle 

Sawmill . 



Disseker 

J, P. Adams . 



Fishing Creek . 



* This tract, by survey, proves to contain 810 i acres. 



The following reports of Hon. B. F. Jackson, surveyor to land commission of South 
Carolina, show the work accomplished in that department : 

These reports speak for themselves. I wish to call attention to them, as showing the extent 
of the labors performed in this department, and some of the 'many difficulties by which the 
work has been attended. Besides, this report will partially explain the reason why any 
report could not be made before. I wished to report not only the lands purchased by the 
State, and where located, but the fact that they had been surveyed and were ready for set- 
tlement. And althou^ih the surveys were going forward as rapidly as possible under the 
circumstances, it was impossible to complete them until about the middle of the present 
month. At that time I should have had my report ready, but for a serious accident which befell 
me early in the month, and from which 1 am still contined to my room. 

The following are the reports : 



Eeport No. ]. 

St.\te of South Carolina, Office of Land Commissioner, 

Surveyor's Department, Columbia, S. C, June 5, 1870. 

Sir : At your request to become informed of the surveys made of the State lands prior to 
your assuming the duties of your office, I have the honor to report to you the operations of 
this department of the public service since its organization to the present time. 

I began the surveys in September, 1869. At the earnest solicitation of the ex-land com- 
missioner, Hon. C. P. Leslie, I undertook to perform the field-work myself. This was soon 
acknowledged by himself and the advisory board to be impracticable, and I was permitted to 
appoint deputy surveyors to do the field-work, while 1 have myself performed the office- 
work without any assistance up to the time of your appointment as land commissioner. 

In discharging the duties imposed upon me, no pains have been spared to secure accuracy 
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in the work, and to caiTy out the law^ hotb in its letter and spirit. Much more pains hag 
been taken than is usual in this class of work, and the maps have been made with great 
care and labor, not only that they might bear the criticism of accomplished engineers and 
draughtsmen, but so clearly has the topography of each tract been represented that any one 
can see at a glance the character of the tract. 

In regard to the quality of the lands thus far surveyed, I would say that they w^ere a fair 
average of the lands in the sections where the purchases have been made. Some of tlie 
lands are of very good quality and well adapted to subdivision, as contemplated in the law. 

On the other hand, it must be admitted that some of the tracts are of inferior quality of 
soil, and some, from scarcity of wood or extensive swamps, are not very suitable for divis- . 
ion into small farms and settlement by poor men. But I am glad to say that the amount 
of this kind of land is very small, and most of the land now surveyed can be disposed of, 
both to the advantage of the State and the purchaser. 

The cost of the surveys thus far completed is $4,881. 

In the subjoined table you will find the number of tracts, and the number of lots or small 
farms into which the same have been divided. 

The following is the table : 
Counties. Xo. tracts. No. lots. 

Barnwell 2 17 

Charleston 2 58 

Chester 1 9 

Chesterfield 1 :U 

Darlington 2 33 

Edgefield 5 71 

Fairfield 1 8 

Georgetown 1 14 

Greenville 3 8 

Kershaw 1 76 

Lexington 1 19 

Orangeburg 1 48 

Richland 2 211 

Williamsburg 0 48 

Total 24 654 

This table does not include all the purchases made, but all the surveys made by this office. 
Respectfully submitted. 

BENJ. F. JACKSON, 
Surveyor, L. C. S. S. C. 

Hon. R. C. De Large, L, C, S. S. C. 



Report No. 2. 

State of South Carolina, Office of Land Commissioner, 
Surveyor's Department, Columbia, S. C, February 23, 1871. 

Sir: I have the honor to report the operations of this department since June 1st, 1870, 
the date of my previous report to you. The number of tracts or plantations surveyed is 
seventy-three. The whole number of lots into which the same have been divided is eleven 
hundred and forty-nine. 

This exhibit, it will be seen, includes nearly all the lands purchased by the State, except 
w^hat is commonly known as the Schley or Oakes purchases, which have not been surveyed. 
The vigilance I exercised upon first assuming the duties of surveyor of the public lands, to 
secure aciurate and faithful surveys, I have continued, without interruption, to the present 
time, and since I received your instructions, in June last, to proceed with the surveys, they 
have proceeded as rapidly as the nature of the work admitted. Nevertheless various com- 
plaints, through the press and otherwise, have reached the office, in reference to what was 
supposed to be the tardiness with which the surveys proceeded, and fears were expressed 
that the lands would not be ready for settlement this year by those who wished to purchase. 

Xhis was a most erroneous impression and a most groundless fear. The fact is, the sur- 
veys have been pushed forward with the utmost vigor until they were finally completed. 
Jso one but practical engineers can rearlize the amount of hard ahd difficult labor involved 
in such extensive surveys, especially in this State. Many of the plats accompanyin_g the 
deeds were made from very careless and inaccurate surveys, and were, consequently, of very 
little use to the office, while a large number of the deeds were accompanied by no plats 
whatever. Some of these lands had not been surveyed for fifty or a hundred years, 



SOUTH CAROLINA SUB-COMMITTEE. 837 

\ 

and the amonnt of labor required in locating the boundaries of such tracts and obtainincr 
satisfactory and correct plats must be performed to be appreciated. It was also essential 
that only accomplished surveyors should be employed to do this work, and such as would 
follow conscientiously the instructions of the office. Not only did it require men of pro- 
fessional skill, but of good judgment, who would divide the land to the b<^st advantage 
possible for the settlers, and who wcyild carry out in every particular the spirit of the law. 
These gentlemen have performed their labors faithfully, rendering the State valuable ser- 
vice ; and I believe their work has been accomplished in such a manner as will bear the 
closest scrutiny and criticism. In some of the more malarious districts, it was impossible 
to commence the surveys until after frost. As soon as it was considered safe, men were sent 
into the coast counties, and the State lands there were surveyed and divided. 

In reference to the quality of the State lands, it has been found to be a good average of 
the lands in those localities where the purchases have been made. 

Most of the tracts have been found well adapted to dividing into small farms and settle- 
ments hj small farmers. My estimate is that 95 per cent, of the lands purchased by the 
State are suitable for settlement, and, indeed, almost all the land is already taken up. The 
number of tracts not adapted to division and settlement, because of the poor quality, swamp, 
barrens, &c., is very small indeed. The whole number of small farms surveyed and pre- 
pared for occupation by this office is seventeen hundred and ninety-one, on which no less 
than nine or ten thousand persons are residing. The maps of these surveys, which are now 
in the office, are important documents of State record. 

Each tract is represented on a separate sheet of drawing-paper. Their value and safety 
certainly require that they be given a more permanent form. I would, therefore, earnestly 
recommend that good copies should be made of each plat, and the whole bound into vol- 
umes for permanent record in the secretary of state's office. 



The following is a tabular statement of the surveys since June 1, 1870: 



Counties. 

Abbeville 

Anderson 

Beaufort 

Charleston 

Chester 

Chesterfield... 

Colleton 

Edgefield 

Fairfield 

Georgetown . . . 

Greenville 

Kershaw 

Lancaster 

Lexington 

Marion 

Marlboro 

Newberry 

Oconee 

Orangeburgh.. 

Pickens 

Kichland 

Spartanburgh. 

Sumter 

York 

Total.., 



No. tracts. 


No. lots. 


3 


50 


3 


16 


3 


87 


3 


77 


1 


14 


5 


114 


5 


162 


] 


2 


2 


82 


1 


132 


I 


25 


1 


47 


3 


25 


1 


65 


7 


83 


1 


1(5 


2 


49 


5 


60 


1 


12 


• 6 


40 


5 


86 


5 


40 


3 


7 


5 


47 


73 


I, 149 



It is due to yourself for me here to acknowledge your uniform kindness and courtesy, 
and to testify that yon have uniformly given me every facility in your power for the perform- 
ance of my difficult and onerous duties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. JACKSON, 

Surveyor L. C. S, C. 

Hon. R. C. De Large, L. C, S. S. C. 



From the above reports* it will be seen that nearly two thousand small farms are now 
ccupied, ( 
n the eas 
payments 



occupied, or ready to be settled, by those desirous of obtaining land and homes of their own, 
on the easy terms of the law, which gives the purchaser eight years in which to make his 
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Partial returns from the county agents aj^pomted to settle the lands show that the greater 
portion of these farms are already occupied. Great nimibers of thrifty and industrious 
families, of both races, have eagerly embraced the opportunity of obtaining homes under 
this beneficent provision of the government, with a good prospect of paying for their lands 
in two or three years. In most cases where the land was settled last year, the inti^rest has 
been promptly met, and in many instances a small payment has been made on the principal. 
This number would have been largely augmented but for the low price of cotton, and the 
great scarcity of money, which has seriously affected the laboring classes of the State. 
Certificates of purchase have only been issued Vvhen a payment has been made on the prin- 
cipal. This number is something over three hundred, and the amount received from sales, 
including interest and principal, is $5,188 47. 

Although certificates have been issued only in the above-mentioned cases, it was deemed 
advisable to settle the lands with those most likely to succeed in establishing themselves in 
the independent position of freeholders, although they were unable to begin with making a 
payment. 

In closing this report, I would beg leave to call the attention of the general assembly to 
some of the provisions of the act creating the land commission. Here it will be seen that, 
v/hile the law makes the land commissioner alone responsible for the operations of this de- 
partment of the State government, he is, in effect, only a clerk of tbo advisory board. 
Nothing can be done without their sanction. They pass finally on all transactions, and, 
although in their meetings he has no vote nor voice, he is, under the law, accountable foi 
everything. Besides this, any three of the advisor^' board can remove the commissioner at 
any time, with or without cause, and no one may question their proceeding. 

It is also provided in the act that the bonds issued for the purchase of lands shall be 
turned over to the land commissioner. In my case this provision of the law Las not beeu 
complied with. In evidence of this statement, I have the honor to submit the following 
correspondence and documents : 

No. 1. 

Office of Secretary of State, 

Columbia, June 10, 1870. 
Sir: I have the honor to communicate to you the following resolution, adopted at a 
meeting of the advisory board to-day. 
Very respectfully, 

F. L. CARDOZO, 

Secretary Advisory Board. 

Hon. R, C. De Large, Land Commissioner, S. C. 

RESOLUTION. 

Resolved, That the treasurer be authorized to issue to the land commissioner the bonds 
appropriated for the purchase of lands under the '* Act to provide for the appointment of a 
land commissioner, and to define his powers and duties ;" and the act to amend an act en- 
titled An act to provide for the appointment of a land commissioner and to define his powers 
and duties, and for other purposes therein mentioned," and that the land commis^^ioner be 
authorized to sell them for not less than eighty-fiv^e cents on the dollar, or hypothecate them 
for money to pay for purchases made, and hold them subject to the direction of the advisory 
board. 

A copy from the minutes. 



F. L. CARDOZO, 

Secretary Advisory Board, 



No. 2. 



State of 'South Carolina, Office of Land Commissioner, 

Columbia, June 10, 1870. 

Dear Sir : Inclosed please find official copy of the resolution adopted by the advisory 
board. 

You will oblige by informing me as to how early a time it will be possible for you to turn 
over to me the five hundred thousand dollars' worth of bonds issued for the land commis- 
sioner, agreeable to said resolution. 
Very respectfully, 

ROBT, 0. De LARGE, 

Land Commissioner, 

Hon. N. G. Parker, Treasurer of the State of tSouth Carolina, 
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No. 3. 

State Treasurer's Office, 

Columbia, S, June 14, 1870. 
Sm : I am in receipt of a copy of the resolution adopted by the advisory board of the 
land commission, which resohilion authorizes the treasurer to issue to the land commis- 
sioner the bonds appropriated for the purchase of land. 

I have the honor to state, in reply, that the bonds were prepared and forwarded to Mr. 
H. H. Kimpton, financial ajreut of the State of South Carolina, subject to the order of the 
land commissioner, as provided in the act authorizing their issue. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^ ^ NILES G. PARKER, 

Treasurer of the State of South Carolina, 

Hon. R. C. De Large, Land Commissioner, S, C. 



No. 4. 

Office of Land Commissioner, 

Columbia J S. C, June 17, 1870. 
Dear Sir : I beg to hand you a copy of a letter from myself to Hon. N. G. Parker, 
State treasurer, and a copy of communication received in reply. 

In accordance with the foregoing, you are respectfully requested to turn over to me the 
five hundred thousand dollars of bonds issued by the State of South Carolina to the land 
commission by act of March J, 1870. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBT. C. De LARGE, 

Land Commissioner S. C. 
Hon. H. H. Kempton, Financial Agent of State of South Carolina, 

No. 5. 

Columbia, S. C, June 17, 1870. 

Dear Sir: I have received your communication of this date, with a copy of your letter 
of 10th instant to Hon. N. G. Parker, State treasurer, asking information in regard to the 
delivery to you of the five hundred thousand doAars of the State bonds authorized to be 
issued according to an act approved March 1, 1870, with also a copy of the reply of the 
State treasurer of the 14th instant. 

I have the honor to reply that the State treasurer, some time since, forwarded the said five 
hundred thousand dollars of bonds to me to be used as collateral security for^oans. All of 
the bonds are now in use as collateral security for moneys advanced to the land commission. 

I am ready to promptly deliver the bonds to you whenever the loans are paid, or other 
satisfactory securities are substituted in their place. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. H. KIMPTON, 
Financial Agent State of South Carolina. 
Hon. R. C. De Large, Land Commissioner State of South Carolina, 

From this correspondence it will be seen that I have never been in possession of the 
bonds, as contemplated in the act ; and that I am consequently in nowise responsible for 
any disposition that may have been made of them. The lands I have purchased have been 
paid for through orders on the State treasurer, approved by the chairman of the advisory 
board. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBT. C. De LARGE, 
Land Commissioner S. C, 



REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE THE 
MONEY TRANSACTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO INVESTI- 
GATE THE ELECTORAL AFFAIRS OF THE THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DIS- 
TRICT. 

Senate Committee Rooms, February 6, 1871. 

The special committee appointed under Senate resolution to investigate the money trans- 
actions of the committee appointed at the regular session of 1868-'(j9, to investigate the 
electoral afi'airs of third congressional district, beg leave respectfully to report: 

That ;^.pur commitiee have carefully examined the vouchers in the treasurer's office, and 
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fonnci them to tally with the list of expeoditures from that office, which had hecn referred to 
the committee by your honorable body. 

Your committee would call the attention of the Senate to the amounts appearing on the 
list furnished by the State Treasurer drawn by " Chairman in favor of J. A. Dunbar," viz: 



March 2, 1870 §1.000 

April 19, 1870 2,500 

May 4, 1870 1,500 

Sentcmber 28, 1870 2,500 



Making a total of 7, 500 



These orders, as appear by the face of the vouchers, were paid to Mr. Dunbar for services 
rendered as attorney and clerk. 

Your honorable body will find, by reference to the accompanying affidavits, that Mr. 
Dunbar was never employed by the committee as either attorney or clerk ; two of the mem- 
bers of the committee being attorneys-at-law, and the stenographer performing the duties ot 
clerk without extra compensation. 

It is clear to the minds of your committee that this amonnt of $7,500 has been improp- 
erly and fraudulently drawn, and they respectfully suggest that the attorney general be 
instructed to commence legal proceedings in the premises to procure the disbursement of 
the amount. 

They would call attention to the affidavits of Hons. R. B. Elliott, G. F. Mclntyre, and 
Robert Smalls, and that of Mr. Etter, stenographer, and of Mr. Dunbar, the gentleman in 
whose favor the warrants are drawn, as important evidence in the matter. 

W. B. NASH, Chairman, 
ROBERT SMALLS, 
J. FOSTER. 

Expenditures investigating committee third congressional district. 

1869. 

Nov. 19. Paid order chairman in favor J. Crews $215 20 



19. 


Do. 


Do. 


W. J. Etter 


........ 215 20 


24. 


Do. 


Do. 




635 60 


26. 


Do. 


Do. 






Dec. 15. 


Do. 


Do. 


J. J. Wright 


132 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 


G. F. Mclntyre 


132 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 




132 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 


R. B. Elliott 


132 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 




J32 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 




298 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 


J. J. Wright 


201 20 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 


R. B. Elliott 


201 20 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 


G. F. Mclntyre 


295 60 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 




201 20 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 


J. E. Etter 


118 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 




78 00 


15. 


Do. 


Do. 






1870. 










March 2. 




588 00 


2. 


Do. 


Do. 




828 00 


2. 


Do. 


Do. 




588 00 


2. 


Do. 


Do. 


R. Smalls 


828 00 


3. 


Do. 


Do. 


R. B. Elliott 


828 00 


3. 


Do. 


Do. 




1, 000 00 


3. 


Do. 


Do. 




823 00 


3. 


Do. 


Do. 




240 00 


3, 


Do. 


Do. 


W. J. Etter 


240 00 


3. 


Do. 


Do. 


J. J. Wright 


660 00 


4. 


Do. 


Do. 




828 00 


April 19. 


Do. 


Do. 


2,500 00 


May 4. 


Do. 


Do. 




1,50000 


Sept. 


Do. 


Do. 




2,500 00 



17,583 65 



NILES PARKER, 

Treasurer State South Carolina, 
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Evidence of James A. Dunbar. 

State of South Carolina : 

Personally appeared before me, H. Dickson Corbett, a trial justice in and for the State 
above mentioned, J. A. Dunbar, who, bein«^ duly sworn, deposes and says: 

Was retained by Mr. Crews, chairman of the committee, as attorney ibr said committee, 
and drew certain warrants on the treasury as such ; said Crews havino^ informed deponent 
that the rule adopted by the committee was, that the pay and expenses of the committee 
should be drawn by the chairman of the committee, on the warrant of an attorney. Depo- 
nent never drew nor received a dollar from the State treasury for any services rendered to 
that comrfiittee ; simply drew the warrants ; never received a dollar in any shape or form, 
for services rendered in that matter, from the State treasury. Was retained, to the best of 
his recollection, about the month of P>.bruary. As far as actual professional services went, 
four or live hundred dollars would have been ample remuneration for services rendered the 
committee by deponent, but he did noi- receive a single dollar from the treasury in the mat- 
ter ; has no distinct recollection of the amounts drawn, as deponent understood the warrants 
to bo for the expenses of the committee. 

JAMES A. DUNBAR. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Columbia, South Carolina, this 6th day of Feb- 
ruary, A. D. 1870. • 

H. DICKSON CORBETT, 

Trial Justice. 

Evidence of William J. Etter. 

State of South Carolina : 

Personally appeared before me, 11. Dickson Corbett, trial justice in and for the State above 
mentioned, Wm. J. Etter, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says : 

Acted as stenographer and clerk of the investigating committee appointed at the regular 
ocssion of 1868-'<i9 to investigate the electoral affairs of the third congressional district, and 
drew pay as such, at the rate of ten dollars per diem, for duties performed in such capacit;> 
up to the 28th day of Februar}^ 1870 ; knows nothing of any services, either professional 
or clerical, rendered to the committee by J. A. Dunbar, nor did deponent ever recognize the 
said J. A. Dunbar as in any way connected with the committee ; has heard the evidence 
given by the Hons. R. Smalls and R. B. Elliott, and pronounces it correct and -true in every 
particular, 

WILLIxiM J. ETTER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Columbia, South Carolina, this 6th day of Feb- 
ruary, A. D. J871. 

H. DICKSON CORBETT, 

Trial Justice. 

Evidence of J. J Wright. 

State of South Carolina : 

^Personally appeared before me, Dickson Corbett, trial justice in and for the State afore 
said, J. J. Wright, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says : 

W^as a member of the investigating committee appointed under resolution of the general 
assembly, at the session of ]868-'69, to investigate the electoral affairs of the third con- 
gressional district. Deponent received per diem from the time of his qualifying to January 
31, 1870. No attorney was employed by the committee, nor did the committee authorize the 
employment of an attorney, as deponent himself performed all of the work of that character 
which was required by the committee. The committee discussed the propriety of employing 
an attorney ; but as such professional services would have entailed an expense of several 
thousand dollars, it was decided not to employ any legal asssitance outside of the commit- 
tee. Deponent received a fee of five hundred (500) dollars for preparing the report of the 
committee and extra services. 

J. J. WRIGHT. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Columbia, South Carolina, this 6th day of Feb- 
ruary, A. D. 1870. 

H. DICKSON CORBETT, 

Trial Justice. 

Evidence of Hon. G. F. Mclntyre. 
State of^South Carolina: 

Personally appeared before me, H. Dickson Corbett, a trial justice in and for the said 
State, George F. Mclntyre, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says : 

Was a member of the investigating committee appointed at the regular session of 1868-'69 
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to investigate the electoral affairs of the third congfressional district. Has heard the evidence 
by the Hons. R. B. Elliott and Robert Smalls, and declares that the said evidence is correct 
in every particular, and that he fully corroborates the same ; and also that at no time during 
the sfession of the committee, did J. A. Dunbar aid or assist the committee, professionally or 
otherwise. 

GEO. F. McINTYRE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Columbia, South Carolina, this 6th day of Feb- 
ruary. 1870. 

H. DICKSON CORBETT, 

Trial Justice. 

Evidence of Hon. Rohert S?nalls. 

State op South Carolina : 

Personally appeared before me, H. Dickson Corbett, trial justice in and for the State 
above mentioned, Robert Smalls, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says : 

He was a member of the investigating committee appointed at the regular session of 
1868-'69 to investigate electoral affairs of the third congressional district. Did not draw 
pay from the committee after February 28, 1870, as the business and duties of the committee 
expired on that day. Knows nothing of the employment of J. A. Dunbar as attorney or 
clerk of said committee. Knows that said J. A. Dunbar did not serve in such capacity 
while the committee was in actual session. Two members of the committee being of the 
legal profession, other professional assistance of that character would have been unnecessary. 
Does not know anything of said committee being in session after the date above mentioned, 
viz, February 28, 1870. 

ROBERT SMALLS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Columbia, South Carolina, this 6th day of Feb- 
ruary, A. D. 1871. 

H. DICKSON CORBETT, 

Trial Justice, 

* 

Evidence of Hon, B, B, Elliott, 

State of South Carolina: 

Personally appeared before me, H. Dickson Corbett, trial justice in and for the State 
above mentioned, R. B. Elliott, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says : 

Was a member of the investigating committee appointed at the regular session of 1868-'69 
to investigate the electoral affairs of the third congressional district, and served up to the 
28th day of February, 1870; drew pay up to that day and no later, and did not claim any 
compensation after date. Knows nothing of the amounts charged for incidental expenses, 
as such bills were not presented to the committee for approval, to knowledge of deponent. 
Does not know anything concerning amounts drawn by Mr. Dunbar as attorney to said com- 
mittee. Did not, as member of said committee, authorize the retaining of any counsel, for, 
to the knowledge of deponent, the committee decided, by vote, not to employ any legal 
assistance, as two of the members. Judge J. J. Wright and deponent, were attorneys at law. 
Is quite confident that Mr. J. A. Dunbar did not serve the committee as counsel or clerk, m: 
in any other capacity, during the investigation in the several counties of the third congres- 
sional district, while deponent was present, neither has it come to his knowledge that the 
said J. A. Dunbar ever performed such service during any time in the absence of deponent. 
The committee was discharged from the duties assigned them on the 28th day of February, 
1870, to the best recollection of deponent, and if any duty was claimed to have been per- 
formed by any one connected with said committee after that date, it was without the 
knowledge and consent ot deponent. 



Evidence of Joseph Crews before the special committee appointed to investigate the money trans- 
actions of the committee appointed to investigate the electoral affairs of the third congres- 
sional district, 

Mr. Crews, sworn by Hon. Beverley Nash, chairman of committee: 

Has the receipt of the parties to whom money was paid ; does not know whether he has 
vouchers or not; thinks that he has ; the report was submitted about the last of February ; 
does not recollect whether the committee was paid or not; the members sometimes drew 
pay in advance; Mr. Dunbar was retained as attorney and clerk some time when there- 
port was about to be fixed up ; some of the committee retained him ; witness does not remem- 
ber whether it was by his order or by the order of some other of the committee ; does not 
believe it ^vas by the action of the committee 'as a whole ; cannot give an idea of the value 
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of Mr. DunVar's services; pwt no value on Mr. Dunbar's services; considered that he, 
(deponent,) as chairman of the committer, had the power to employ an attorney, as he did 
most of the business of the committee ; there Avas no contract with Mr. Wriglit as to what he 
was to receive; does not recollect wliat was said in regard to the employment of counsel ; 
there was something said in the committee. 

Question. (By Mr. Foster.) Was the warrant drawn to the order of Mr. Dunbar paid to 
him ? 

Answer. Witness declines to answer. 

Question. (By Mr. Nash.) Was not one of the orders, dated on the 'i7th of February, 
paid in {September? 

Answer. Witness does not recollect ; witness does not conceive that he has a right to 
think whether Mr. Dunbar's services were worth seven thousand five hundred dollars oi 
not ; declines to put a value on such services ; the books will show by whom the money 
was drawn. 

Question. Was more money drawn than was necessary to pay the per diem, mileage, 
stationery account, &c. ? 

Answer. There were more certificates drawn than was necessary to pay the per diem, 
mileage, A:c., as the attorney was not considered a member of the committee ; there was no 
money asked to pay the expenses in the fourth congressional district, that witness knoAvs of ; 
does not know of any money being drawn on the 3d or 4th of March by the members of the 
committee, the attorney not being considered a member of eaid commiitee ; does not remem- 
ber when the matter was ''fixed up ;'' witness generally took a receipt ; has been so situated 
that he cannot examine the books, <fcc. 

Question. (By Mr. Foster.) Did you consider your committee disbanded after the report 
was made to the legislature ? 

Answer. Does not recollect that the committee was discharged ; does not know that the 
committee is discharged to this day. 

Question. (By Mr. Foster.) Do you think that the committee has a right to draw on the 
treasury till (as you term it) properly discharged ? 

Answer. Witness thinks the committee had a right to draw on the treasury for anything 
that was due to the committee, till properly discharged. 



Spartaxbuegh, South Carolina, July 14, IS"'!. 

WILLIAM IRWIN sworn and examined. 

By the Chair^lvn : 
Quesiion. Do you reside in this county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where? 

Answer. Here, within the corporate limits of this town. 
Question. How long have you been hero ? 

Answer. Thirty years, except about four years I was in Greenville. 
Question. Are you a native of this State ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I am an Irishman. 

Question. Oar inquiry is directed to ascertain the manner in which the laws are exe- 
cuted and the security of person and property in this State at this time, more especially 
iu this immediate part of this State. Please go on and state whatever information you 
have upon these subjects that will be of any benefit in guiding the committee to a 
conclusion. 

Answer. Will you suggest any point I should testify to ? 

Question. I would if I knew the point to whicli yon were called to testify. In the 
absence of that knowledge I ask Judge Van Trump to interrogate you. 

Answei'. I ask you to suggest noma one topic that I may answer upon. 

Question. The first subject suggested by the inquiry relates to the duty of the com- 
mittee to ascertain the efficiency with which the laws are executed. 

Answer. I presume, then, the question would be my opinion of the Ku-Klux party 
here ? 

Question. Go on and give your own view" of that subject. 

Answer. I think there exists here a very formidable party, which is generally under- 
stood to have assumed that name. 

Question. To what extent has it interfered with the rights of x^ersonal property or 
the execution of the laws ? 

Answer. My idea is that there was no opposition to the laws of the United States. 
I believe that the great corruption and incompetency of our State governments gave 
rise to it. I will also mention what I think the condition of the country Is now. 1 
think, sir, the thing has subsided, or is about to subside. 
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Question, Having given its cause, i)roceed to give its operation if you can. How did 
it operate in consequence of the corruptions of the State government? 

Answer, I tbink, sir, the indignation at the conduct of the officials of the State gov- 
ernment and the way in which it was administered attracted the attention of these 
people. There was a very strong desire to visit their indignation on the negroes. I be- 
lieve, however, that that was done by and what I would call the off-scouring of the 
party, because I think that although they belong to the party, there is a certain set 
who do things without the kyowledge of the prominent men. 

Question, Having given that as the cause for this very formidable organization of 
which you spoke, i)lease tell us, if you know, who took charge of that organization in 
its first inception against the State government ? 

Answer. I do not think I would be able. I would say they were prominent men in 
the State. 

Question. Tell us who they were in this region, if you know them? 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know them in any other part of the State ? 

Answer. I do not know one that has come within such knowledge, that I have an idea 
of. I might have an idea of men whose character and temperament I know, who pos- 
sibly might join such a thing. 

Question. Then give us your reason for believing that such men of prominence and 
character did first organize it ? 

Answer. I will not say first organized it, but have belonged to it. 

Question. Give us your "reason for stating that they belonged. 

Answer, Well, sir, the organization and system with which some acts of violence and 
lawlessness were carried on, would indicate to me that they were done by men 
of more than ordinary intelligence ; I hardly know how else to express it. 

Question, To which acts of lawnessnes do you refer ? 

Ansk'er, This one in Union in particular, and that I only know by hearsay. 
Question. When was that ? 

An8wa\ It was the time those negroes were killed. 

Question. What was the date ? 

Ansicer, I do not remember. 

Question. Was it as late as February last ? 

Answer. I presume so ; I think so. 

Question. When did the first complaints of corruption and incapacity in the State 
government make their appearance ? 
Answer*, Two years ag-b — three, probably. 

Question. How has the organization progressed from its first manifestation, according 
to your belief, down to the present time? 

Answer. 1 think it has deteriorated into a set of low vagabonds, sometimes, who have 
no regard for person or property, but probably are influenced in a great many instances 
by personal malice. 

Question, Then if I linderstand you, the respectable men, if there were such, who 
first went into this organization because of dissatisfaction with the State government, 
could, if they would, disclose who are the men who were associated with them and who 
have now got beyond their control ? 

Answer. I said respectalde ; allow me to say prominent, because respectability would 
be a word of different meaning. 

Question. But the other point — according to your belief that they could, if they would, 
disclose who aro the lower men below them that are now beyond their control ? 

Answer, I am not obliged to say they could disclose names. 

Question. Give us the names of the respectable men in this community who you l)e- 
lievewere in the organization in the beginning? 

Answci\ 1 cannot name one. I would not be justified in naming any one. I am not 
saying it from any dread of the consequences, for if I had the slightest thing to justify 
me in naming any one, I would do so. 

Question. Have you no idea of the respectable men in this county who took that part 
in it in the beginning ? 

Ansivcr, No, sir ; I may have a floating idea in my own mind, but could not give the 
name of any person I would think was in it. 1 may have an idea. 

Question, It is a thing which concerns the peace and prosperity of this community 
now. 

Answer. You had half a dozen men before you yesterday, and I might have an idea 
that such were the men, but still I never would think that such men were guilty of 
such a thing. Take Galjriel Cannon, and Simpson Bobo, and Joel Foster. Ideas might 
have entered my mind, but I convinced they had nothing to do with it. 

Question. Then who do you believe were in it ? 

Answei'. I cannot tell. 

Question. What do you mean by that ? 

Answer. I have not the ability or the knowledge to do it. 
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Question. Then if I understand yon, your belief is general, that tboro must hare been 
respectable and intelligent men Tvho went into it, but you have nothing to indicate 
who they were f 

Ansiccr, Xo, sir, nothing in the world, because it is the most secretly organized society 
I liavo ever heard of. 

Question. To the extent of your knowled^^e let us know what has been the character 
of the operations of that organization, let it be composed of what class of men it may 
in this county. I 

Jusim: I have always believed it was a lawless one. 

Question. What has been the character of i<ts operations— has it killed? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Or whipped ? 

Ansica-. Yes, sir, both. 

Question. Or maltreated ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, done all. 

Question. Citizens of tbis county? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many has it killed ? 

Answer. If I bad not heard it stated the other day I would not have made it over 
thirty or forty, but I heard it was hundreds. 

Question. You misunderstood me. I asked you how many they have killed. 

Answer. I will think and reflect a moment. I understood that all of these persons 
who were witnesses had bceen whipped or claimed to have been whipped. 

Question. But I asked you of the number who bad been killed in the county, not 
whipped ? 

Answer. I declare I have no idea. There were seven or eigbt negroes killed at Union 
Court-House. 

Question. I ask for this county only? 

Answer. In this county I can only recollect of two ; both were negroes. 
()MCsfioH. Who were they? 

Ansicer. Both negroes; Anthony Johnson was one I have reference to, a trial-justice 
at that time. 

Question. Who was the other ? 

Answer. There was a negro lately killed; I do not know his name. 
Question. Wallace Fowler ? 

Answer. I think that was the name — on Dr. Jones's place. ^ 

Question. How manj" persons have you beard of as having been whipped in the 
county ? 

Answer. They have gone four times above what I bad supposed, and what I must 
suppose they are now, from what outside rumor tells me; for really it had not reached 
me, except from a few persons who were desirous of finding out, for I bad other busi- 
ness to attend to. 

Question. What was the number ? 

Ansim\ I have heard pereons say there were twenty or thirty, and I did not suppose 
it exceeded that number. 

Question. That was before this investigation ? 
Ansivcr. Y'es, sir. 

Question. You bad no knowledge, then, of even that many ? 

Ansuer. I bad heard of the increased number a few days before you came here, and 
I discredited it ; I did not think that the number other persons said bad been whipped 
was as large as they now say it is. 

Question. Hijve you any knowledge of whether the negroes here have been unwilling 
heretofore to disclose the names of persons they believed had whipped them, or the fact 
that they had been whipped, for fear of further violence ? 

Answer. I can very easily imagine that could be so, from the character of the organi- 
zation and the way they were treated. 

Question. Was there at any time an apprehension felt of a visit of the Ku-IOux. into 
this town ? 

Ansicei'. There was, and I was one of those in company with men who told me they 
were afraid. I myself seemed under the ban, or, rather, other persons wished me to 
consider myself so then ; I did not ; I said I never had the slightest idea they would 
come in. Some men came into my office and expressed the dread of being visited. I 
said, " Grentlemen, you can use my office, but I am going home. I have no dread of 
any sucli thing." I went home at 11 o'clock at night, after giving them some show of 
hospitality in my own office. 

Question. Did you believe they were honestly under that apprehension ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I did believe they were afraid. 

Question. How many persons were they? 

Answer. Three or four or five. 

Question. Who ? 
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Answer. Some United States officers and county officers. 

Question. Name those gentlemen you believe were honestly apprehensive of violence 
in the town here. 

Answer. Mr. Casey, deputy United States marshal, was one. I think Enoch Cannon, 
the postmaster, felt under the same dread ; and William McGill Fleming, the treasurer 
of the county, also ; but I think he felt pretty much as I did. He was in the number 
in my room that night. 1 heard him express the idea that he was not much afraid, or 
something of the kind. ^ 

Question. What time was that ? 

Answer. It was during the winter — probably since Christmas, and before and after 
Christmas — somewhere about that time. 

Question. W%as it before or after the Ku-Klux had actually ridden into town and de- 
manded a prisoRer at the jail ? 

Answer. I think it ^\ as after that. 

Question. Was it the Case here that members of the republican party did feel alarm 
in consequence of these demonstrations made throughout the county, and that one 
made here in the town ? 

Answei'. Letters were received, or said to have been received, by them, which were 
threatening letters. I thought at the time that those letters were written by iiersons, 
probably in one case from personal malice, and in another case to have something like 
a frolic. I am convinced in my owmi mind that many of those letters^vere so prompted. 

Question. But was there such a state of feeling here that persons receiving those no- 
tices, especially if timid, would be alarmed by them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I should think so. Some of these persons I speak of are naturally 
more timid than 1 was by nature. 

Question. Had not that been one of the means of creating alarm in the county — the 
scattering of such notices by the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I think it was — as a means, I think. 

Question. What had tended to put you under the ban ? 

Answer. My having been united with the republican party. Understand me, I did not 
tbink so myself. I may be excused a little egotism because I said I was acting hon- 
estly, and was not afraid at any time since I united with the party. 

Question. Was it a fact that you had united with the republican party in any in- 
stance ? 

Ansii'cr. Yes, sir. 

Question. VJas that given as a reason why you might be visited ? 
Ansivei\ To he candid, I think they had the disposition to make me think so because 
they saw I did not think so. 

Question. Who had that disposition ? 

Answer. Some of those I spoke of. They said I had better look out, too. 

Question. You felt no apprehension ? 

Answer. Not the slightest. 

Question. Had you been an active partisan ? 

A^mver. Yes, sir. I would not admit that it was partisanship, but I was looked upon 
by the democratic party as one who had united with the rex^ublican party, and did 
do so. 

Question. In what case ? 

Ans^ver. Voting with the republican party, or the United States officers, for Hon. A, 
S. Wallace. 

Question. That was in 1868? 

Anstccr. No ; I am speaking of 1870. I voted for him also in 1863, and at that time I 
had not united with the party. I voted for him in 1868 for personal motives, and the 
same motives prompted me in 1870, although I was in the rei>ublican ranks. I voted 
for Governor Scott, because I believed he would make a better officer than his opponent. 
I saw Carpenter and heard him and believed him to be far inferior to the other, and 
although then in the republican ranks, this sentiment prompted me because I thought 
the democrats were not litted for it as fully as Mr. Wallace. He was not opposed by 
anybpdy fit to oppose him. I am free to admit I did not think much of cither of the 
candidates against him ; one was a boy from Greenville, and the other, McKissick, from 
Union, was unfit for the office. Mr. Wallace, the third, was from York, 

Question. You have felt indexiendent of party ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; and was censured by some of the party for it. 

Question. I am glad we have found a man like that. Give us your candid belief as to 
the feeling that prevailed among the negroes and white republicans in the country as 
to their safety in consequence of these Ku-Klux operations. * 

Answer. I think they were a good deal excited beyond what was necessary by that 
organization to which I had united myself— that is, the Union League. I had no other 
way of uniting myself to the party except through the Union League, or I would not 
have traveled that road to get there; but the Union League, as they showed it to me, 
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was nothing I could anywhere find fault with. I was satisfied that I was looked upon 
as one. I am no politician. 

Question. You did enter the Union League? 

AnsiVi^'. Yes, sir. 

Qittsiion. Can you furnish us a copy, if you have it, of the oath of that Uuion 
League ? 

Answer. I have not it. 

Quesiiou. As it was organized in South Carolina? 

Ansit-er. As it brought me into it. There was nothing any honest man who was de- 
sirous of supporting the Government of the United States could liud fault with. 

Question. What was its purpose as declared and avowed ? 

Answer. I think that sustaining the Government was its prominent feature. 

Question. Did it either inculcate or approve of violence in any form ? 

Answer. No, sir; by no means; but there were local laws afterward which disgusted 
me with it. 

Question. By-laws? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What wore they? We desire to get at all the disturbing causes. 

Aiiswer. Local laws or by-laws interfering with the details of— I hardly know how 
to express it— of things interfering at ail events with the independence of persons who 
went in there, goading them, and showing them they should do so and so with regard 
to State elections and laws. 

Question. Then these by-laws undertook t^ control their political action ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did any of them that you spoke of as local either inculcate or approve of 
violence ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They did undertake to control the political action of the members ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That you disapproved of? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I did not show my disapproval openly at the time ; I felt it. 
Question, By what means was the control to be exercised ? 

Answer. The very suggestions of these by-laws, as in other by-laws, were supposed 
to govern the principles of the organization. 

Question. What did the by-laws provide, if you can give them to us ; can you furnish 
them ? 

Aniiica\ I cannot ; it was a whole string of not much sense — nothing, anyhow — drawn 
uj) frequently by persons not callable of drawing up by-laws. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did you take an oath not to divulge these by-laws ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I am not divulging them now. I took an oath not to divulge the 
constitution 1 was sworn under. 

By the Chairman : ^ 
Question. Has not that constitution been made public ? 
Ansicer. The constitution under which I was I do not think was. 
Question. I have never been a member of it in any form, and do not know; but I 
have understood that their constitution had been made x)nblic. 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question, We have not exempted anybody of any organization from disclosing a 
secret; organization of any character. 

Answer. I am not disclosing anything, so far as ray memory tells me. My oath of in- 
stallation or initiation would forbid me. 

Qnesiion. As you say you have not the constitution itself, we want the substance of 
it, that we may know what it was. 

Answa\ I merely say the general laws and by-laws; local laws were not sueh as I 
could approve. 

Question. The by-laws? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and general laws. 

Question. You say there was no obligation as to keeping them secret; was there any 
obligation to keep these by-laws secret ? 

Answer. I looked upon the by-laws as the work of the order afterward, and I am not 
aware that I am telling them. I take it for granted that I am not telling what each 
by-law was, but the general tenor of them. 

Question. Do you consider yourself bound to keep the by-laws secret ? 

Answer. I declare 1 hardly know; I am in doubt about it ; the thought never occurred 
to me before. 

Question. Vie have not exempted any persons from telling what they knew about this 
secret organization, for it is our purpose to ascertain the causes of the state of afiaii-s. 
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Ansiver. 1 oniy spoke in general terms. I think the Union League had a great deal 
to do with the indignation of the people or the democrats against the republican party. 

Question. Did that precede the dissatisfaction with the State government ? 

Ansiver, I think it was about simultaneous — at least in this part of the country — 
with the dissatisfaction with the government. 

Question, Did members of the Union League, so far as you know, ever proceed to 
actual violence against members of the opposite party under its order ? 

Ansiver, Never under its orders that I know. 
• Question. Or with its approval ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

""^ Question, Has this other organization, the Ku-Klux, proceeded to actual violence 
against members of the republican party ? 

Ansiver, In some instances I think it has, and in some instances I think it has not 
proceeded to violence against them as members of the republican party. I did not 
think it was political. 

Question, You think the Ku-Klux was not political ? 

Answer. In some of its whippings I think it was not. In some cases where men were 
killed — for instance, Anthony Johnson — I would have to say it was indirectly political 
biut not directly so, because he was made a trial justice from political causes. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 
Question, How about Fowler ? 

Answer. I know nothing about that case^ I merely heard that. 
By the Chairman : 

Question, Have you known any instance in this county in which disguised men, Ku- 
Klux, have inflicted violeuce upon members of the democratic party ? 

Answer, No, sir ; that question I only heard discussed yesterday. I never thought of 
it before. I heard of some three or four persons who were democrats, but I cannot 
state who they were, and therefore my testimony, I think, is worth nothing. Of course 
my impression is that the majority of these men whipped were perhaps nine-tenths of 
them repuWicaus, because they are almost all negroes. There are only a few white 
men, but I do not think they were jjunished as republicans. 

Question, Have you known any cases where white men have been called upon by this 
organization and whipped, and required to denounce their political belief? 

Ansiver, I have heard of such and am bound to believe it. 

Question. Have you known any ease in which any of these men who have either 
whipped persons when they were in disguise or killed persons have been brought to 
punishment in this county? 

A7i8wer, I have one in my mind ; latterly I have. 

Question, What? * 

Ansiver, My own case, in which I was a civil officer. They are not yet brought to 
punishment, but they have submitted to the civil law. 
Question. What case is that ? 

Answer. I mentioned to you a while a'go that I thought all this matter was subsiding 
in this county, and was about to give this very case as one proof of that. I presume 
you gentlemen have heard of General Bates having killed a man ? 

Question. We have heard of it. 

Answer. I was aroused from my bed at 11 o'clock at night to go down and hold an 
inquest. 

Question. You are not the coroner ? 

Answer. It was too far to the coroner. I am not a coroner. I am a trial justice ; I was 
appointed at the close of the last session of the legislature, some time in February. I 
went down to General Bates's house. The request was sent by General Bates himself 
to have the sheriff go there accompanied by the coroner or some other officer. 

Question. At whose instance Avere you appointed a trial justice ? 

Answei: At the instance of the members of the legislature from this county. I think 
so. I never applied for it. I am inclined to think it was by their representation. I 
must have attributed it to tliat, because just about that time Governor Scott left the 
nomination to the members of the legislature from each county. 

Question. Who was trial justice here before ? 

Answer. William McGill Fleming. 

Question. You occupy his place now ? 

Answer. I think it might be called a substitute for him. 

Question. He is removed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Go on. 

Answer. I went down at 11 o'clock at night to General Bates. He was arrested.* I 
issued a warrant for his arrest. It was a mere matter of form, because he requested to 
be arrested himself. He mentioned the fact of having killed this man, who had been 
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at his liouse he said some nights previous as one of a Kn-Klux party, so called, that 
entered his house violently. There were four others. The affidavit of his wife, sister, 
and daughter, made to me, caused me to issue a warrant for these four men. I did so. 
Tbey were in a portion of the county supposed to be the most lawless and disturbed. 
The sheriff remained with General Bates. His deputy, a boy — a young man of twenty- 
live — and myself, went. I had gone to the coroner's inquest unarmed. I arrested oao 
of the men supposed to bo a Ku-Khix, on an affidavit made an hour or two before by 
General Bates's family. I arrested him in company with the officer ; took him up a.nd 
seut a warrant for the other three men, and they were arrested. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. That night? 

Answer. No, sir; early the next morning. I took this man up town, the first mu'^, 
and jmt him in jail, and immediately the sheriff's officer came up with the other thrfus 
for whom I had issued warrants. 

Question. That young man alone, with them ? 

Answer. There was another younger than himself went with them. 
Question. No armed party ? 

Answer. No, sir; these three men were brought up, and the whole four lodged in jail 
The three last brought up were an old man and his two sons, and he took his wife with 
him, and the wife tried to make out an alibi for her husband, but still I said I could 
not receive it. He said, " Do you suppose my wife would lie I said^ Yes, I never 
heard of a wife that would not lie to keep her husband out of what you are in for ; 
therefore he must go to prison. I committed the three men — four altogether. This led 
me to say this feeling is subsiding. Four men were sworn to by three respectablt) 
women to have entered their houses violently at 12 o'clock at night, and I went down 
in that lawless country and arrested these men. 

Question. Did the evidence show that these men who entered that house were dis- 
guised ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j they absolutely swore to that. The object I had in all this was to 
show that I have a right to say that the country is becoming better, and good order 
is jirevailing. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I will put my question again. Do you know of any single instance in 
which these disguised men, who have committed these offenses, have been arrested, 
tried and punished for committing the offenses ? 

Answer. My answer was somewhat with regard to that. They are not yet punished, 
but the law is so far regarded. 

Question. Have you found any case in which a man has beeu tried and punished? 

Answer. I have not. 

QufsUmi. You give this .as an evidence that this thing is subsiding. How long since 
these disguised men entered General Bates's house ? 
Answer. Seven, eight, or nine weeks ago, say two months. 
Question. How far is General Bates's residence from here ? 
Answer. Seven miles, I think. 
Question. He is a respectable man, is he not ? 
Answer. He is a man of some position, sir. 

Question. How often has he been in the legislature from this county? 
Answer. More than once. 
Question. In olden times ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When it was a good indorsement to be there ? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir; I think so. 

Question. Do you consider anybody a respectable man ? 

Answer. At all events, a man who had a position — men have different ideas of respect- 
ability. 

Question, General Bates was in those days a very respectable man, was he not ? 
Ansicer. In his public character ? 
Question. In his private character. 
Answei\ No, sir ; not with me. 
Question. But his general character? 

Answer. Yes, sir, his general character has passed him through the country as a mac 
of influence. 

Question. You and he are not on good terms ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; very good. 

Question. He continued to act with the secession party here during the war, did he 
not? 

AnsM'cr. I hardly know. There was a good portion of the time from the beginniiig 
when I was away myself, and I do not remember. 

51 t 
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Question. Do you not know ? 

Anstvet'. I think be was looked upon as one who was not opposed to secession, and 
sympathized with the rebellion. In other words, I think he was a southern sympa- 
thizer. 

Question. A property-holder ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; a man who was never accused of any public violation of any i)ro 
priety, and his integrity was never questioned that I knew of. 

Question. Within seven or eight weeks his house, within seven miles of this town, 
was entered by how many disguised men — you have been a magistrate investigating 
this case ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; it was by five men. 

Question. AVere they looking for him ? 

Answe}\ Yes, sir. They called his name — that was the object. 
Question. Was he lying out that night? 

Ansiver. I think so ; so I heard. He was not in the house, but very close. 
Question. Was he out for fear of such a visit ? 

Ansiver. I think so. I thought so at the time. Of the five men who thus came m, 
the family identified four. 

Question. His family identified four ? 

Ansiver. They identified five; there ^ere six. I lost sight of the last one. Theio 
were six that visited the house, and they identified five. 

Question. Wqifi there a warrant issued for these men, and were they arrested to answer 
any charge before General Bates killed one of these men ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. The first knowledge I had was only three days previous. It was 
only three days from the visit of the Ku-Klux to the homicide ; and the same night of 
that killing I went there. 

Question. Then, although they visited his house, there was no proceeding against 
these disguised men until one of the men who were charged by the ladies as being the 
persons that had visited his house came back to his house, and General Bates, alleging 
that an assault was again being made oh him to take his life, shot this man ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And that man's name was Hampton ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then, after that, General Bates was bound over to appear for the killing or 
Hampton, and these four other men were arrested for having visited General Bates's 
house ? 

Answer. That was the first intimation made to me. 
Question. Are not those the facts as I have stated them? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think there were three days intervened. 

Question. You spoke of the fact that these men were arrested as an evidence that the 
state of feeling here is subsiding. Do they ever resist arrest when the charge of Ku- 
Klux violence is made against them ? 

Ansiver. It was the Ikst attempt to arrest a Ku-Klux. It was the first time that the 
application was made to me, and I did not hesitate because I would have attempted it 
at the risk of my life. 

Question. Is it not a part of their system not to resist arrest, but to depend upon their 
confederates to prove an alibi ? 

Answer. If there never was an arrest before, nobody can tell. 

Question. Had they never been arrested before f 

Ansiver. I never knew of it. 

Question. The question is whether they had ever been arrested, tried, and punished ? 

Ansiver. I do not think the attempt was ever made to arrest any of them, and I think 
this was the first attempt ever made to get any one of them. 

Question. So that there never had been an attempt to arrest one ? 

Answer. Not that I know of, because there was no information lodged before a magis- 
trate. 

Question. Had you never heard of an attempt to arrest a man whose friends caused 
such tremendous excitement here — McArthur f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he or not charged with being a Ku-KIux f 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I had forgotten that. I do not remember what it was. McArthur 
was one, and it led to considerable disturbance and feeling. 

Question. Do you know whether any warrants were issued by Mr. Poinier before you, 
as a trial justice, issued this one ? 

Ansiver. No, except that one of McArthur, and you reminded] me of that. I know 
there were arrests made, but I do not know what was the form of the investigation. 

Question. In this case which you supposed was the first arrest, this man said he was 
able to prove an alibi ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, through his wife. 

Question. Did the others all attempt to prove alibis ? 
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Answc7\ Yes, sir, three did attempt it, and tlie fourth said be could prove it, but did 
not attempt it. 

Question. So that an alibi is already set* up as the defense in all four cases ? 
Ansicer. 1 think that is very likely that Avill be the defense. 

Quesiion. Have you learned the tact that that has been the defense of this order 
thiouj^hout these rebellious ^States, from North Carolina to Louisiana, wherever they 
have been charged with the offense ? 

Ansiccr. I have, sir, to some extent. 

By Mr. Van Tru.^ip : 

Question. Can you imagine any other defense which men charged with being mem- 
bers of this peculiar organization can have when a charge of this sort is made, unless 
it is character and reputation ? 

Ansivei\ I think you are right, sir, because it is a very strong opportunity and tempt- 
ation to a wife to say, "My husband was not there at all," and really they can prove 
nothing else. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Have you learned that it is a part of the system of this organization that 
the associate members of it are required, as a duty, to swear to an alibi for their con- 
federates when they are charged with this offense ? Have you never learned that ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not think that anybody outside of themselves knows a thing 
of their organization. 

Question. You think it was organized originally by men of character, respectability, 
and intelligence ? 
Answer. Did I say that ? 
Question. Did you say it ? 

Ansiver. I think I said I did not know who it commenced with, but I know that 
character of men, certainly. since it has come within my knowledge, have, to my be- 
lief, exercised considerable control over it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What cases did you instance for that ? 

Answer. Only one instance at Union, in which there was a system used and carried 
out, which would convince any man in the world that it was governed by men of no 
ordinary mind and capacity. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Has your appointment as trial justice in the county tended to restore con- 
ildenee and suppress these outrages ? 

Answer. I think my appointment is more acceptable to the people, democrats and 
republicans, than that of the man I succeeded. 

Question. He had been a confederate soldier in the war ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and a good one. * x 

Question. A native South Carolinian ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He had identified himself strongly with the republican party after the 
close of the war ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Is he a white ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. A lawyer ? 

Answer. YeSj sir, of considerable ability — a young man. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Were you not in the confederate army ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Just the same as Mr. Fleming ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I did not servo very long in the war. I was not very fond of mili- 
tary affairs, particularly in such cases as that war turned out to be. 

Question. Are you looked upon by these people here as a scalawacr ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think not. I am one of the oldest citizens of Spartanburgh, al- 
though an Irishman, born in Ireland. 

Question. Have the democrats in the county pretty generally known your political 
sentiments ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that I voted for Scott and for Grant, in 1868 ; and then that I united 
myself with the republican party because I desired to sustain the General Government ; 
and that is the meaning of my republicanism. 

'Question, Then it is a fact that a man who bears himself properly in this community, 
although a republican, and voting a republican ticket, and joining the Union League, 
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yet, if his deportment is correct, and he discharges all his duties as a citizen, thesa 
democrats can treat him with respect, and do it "/ 

Answer, I will leave you to judge. It may appear a little egotism to say I was per- 
sonifying myself in that way. 

Question. I am assuming the position, not you. 

Answer, That is the position I occupy. 

Question, You have np difficulty with democrats here ? 

Ansioer, No, sir. 

Question. You were treated with respect ? 

Answer. I was treated with a little contumely upon joining the party, hut my con- 
duct since then has, I think, made me acceptable to both parties, and that without 
showing any cringing. 

Question. If Mr. Fleming has been treated otherwise, it is from facta other than such 
as I have stated ? 

Answer, Yes, sir 'j I have no hesitation in saying that. It is State matters that are 
looked at in regard to him. He has been a State officer, and fault has been found with 
his conduct. 

Question. And he was removed by the governor ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you were appointed in his place, in effect ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, in effect. There is another man appointed magistrate in the town^ 
Mr. J. M. Elford, an old man. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Have you ever made any republican speeches or canvassed a county ? 
Anstver, 1 never made a speech in my life. 
Question. You have taken no such part as that ? 
An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. Have you been about the polls electioneering ? 

Answe): No, sir ; because I was one of the commissioners of election in this town and 
had to attend the polls officially. 
Question. You have taken no active part as a partisan ? 
Aiiswer. No, sir. On the contrary. 

Question, You claim to be an independent citizen, voting the republican ticket when 
it suits you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I voted for Grant, and voted at the next election for Scott, because 
I believed him to be a superior man to Carpenter. I saw Carpenter here ; and if Scott 
had not been a better man I would have hunted up somebody else before I would have 
voted for Carpenter. 

Question, It was something of a practical joke to run Carpenter to purify State ]}oli- 
tics, was it not ? 

Answer. At that time I was a little more'of a partisan in favor of republicanism than 
I had been before or since. I attempted very little about it, because when I voted for 
Colonel A. S. Wallace it was from personal motives. He was the only fit man making 
pretensions for the office — congressman. I had personal feelings for him. 

By the Chairman : * 
Question, How does it come that the democratic party, which cried out so loudly 
against incompetence and corruption, happened to get such men as candidates against 
Mr. Wallace ? 

Ans2ve}\ They both came out themselves. I did not think the party brought either 
of them out. 

Question, Were they both democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. McKissick is a democrat. Local county influence brought out 
both of them. No one supposed either of them had the slightest chance. 

By Mr. Van Turnip : 
Question. You did not say that McKissick was a corrupt man? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, You thought he was unfit ? 
An8wefi\ Yes, sir ; unfit for that office. 

Question, What seemed to be the purpose of those parties — Cannon, Casey, Fleming, 
and others — who visited your office that night ? 
Answer. They were really afraid, I think. 

Question. Why were you not afraid as well as they, and why should they come to 
your office ? 

Answer, They looked upon it as a place of safety. 
Question. Did all or most of them stay there that night ? 
Answer, I left them there. 

Question,, Why is your office more safe than others? 
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Ansinr. It is peculiarly fixed. In the first place, they came to one wlio sympathized 
with them, and there being no other place. I did not know that they intended to 
remain all night when they came. 

Question. Had they come there any other night before that for the same purpose? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Did they afterward f 

Answer. I think not j they were afterward speaking about it. They stayed only one 
night. 

Question. Was anything said of manifestations made during that day which was a 
reason for their going there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they gave me an account of rumors they had heard which were 
calculated to make them feel afraid. 

Question. Do you think they were really afraid? 

A)iswer. Yes, sir, I do. 

Question. Did you join the Loyal League? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Made up of both whites and blacks — mostly blacks? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You took an oath in order to enter it? 

Answer, There was an initiatory ceremony which I would not feel at liberty to 
mention. 

Question. Were not the by-laws in existence then? 

Answe)\ No, sir; some that I spoke of were afterwards made by ourselves, or, at 
least, by the body. 

Question. This oath was of a general character ? 

Aiisuer. The oath I had no objection to. I was asked if I would join the party, and 
they showed me the oath and 1 had no objection to it — any honest man could take it. 

Question. You have some doubts whether, in taking this initiatory oath, it does not 
apply also to the by-laws ? 

Answer. In speaking of the by-laws I felt as if I committed myself and said what I 
ought not to ; but still I 

By the Chairman ; 

Question. I think you had better tell us all about the oath, constitution, and by-laws. 
Answei'. The fact is I could not do it, because I did not know it; but I felt, having 
mentioned the by-laws, as if I would have taken it back if I could. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Question. Was it not your impression, a while ago, that the application of this oath 
might have extended, also, to keeping the Ijy-laws secret ? Did you not have that 
impression ? 

Answer. I have the idea that it might be so construed. 

Quesiion, And therefore you have a reluctance to state^the by-laws ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I will say that it is nothing to' either encourage violence or 
anything lawless. It is merely some local prejudices. 

Question, I can well understand what they are. They are of such a character, how- 
ever, that you are reluctant to state them ? 

Answer. They are of such a character as made it a little more than I would have been 
willing to have anything to do with, not from politics, but from some little prejudices 
calculated to create feuds. 

Question. Although organized as a political institution, did it not widen and run into 
other matters that were local ? 

Answer. Well, I believe I would rather drop the subject. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did it run into anything else than politics ? 

Answer, My idea is that we had no politics in this State then. It was mere part^ 
sanship. 

By Mr. Van TRmiP : 
Question, You became dissatisfied and have not attended since ? 
Answer. Nobody attended since the election was over. We had no further use for it. 
That is as near as I can speak about it. ^ 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Which election ? 
Ansicci'. The State and county election. 
Question. What year? 

Answer, 1870. What I mean by that is, I do not think the League has ever been or- 
ganized. I do not think there has been but one or two meetings since the election of 
1870 was over ; even the room is dispensed with. 
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By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Question. There is no particular occasion for them to spend their time in them now? 
It is a long time until election. 
Answer. I said they did not meet, exceiot once or twice. 

Question, The Senator asked if you knew of a single case where a Ku-Klux had been 
punished, and you said no. 

Answer, I do not call to mind one; if you do, and will refresh my memory, it may ho 
that I will recollect it. 

Question, Does not that arise from the fact that it is wholly impossible to find out who 
they are, except in the cases you spoke of, if you have foun<f the true men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have been astonished at the mystery in which everything about 
them is clad. 

Question. Do you not believe that wherever and whenever these men are found out 
and arrested, and proven guilty, they will be punished ? 

Answer. If the first part is ever done, I have no doubt they ^ill be punished ; that is, 
if they are found out and found guilty, the progressive steps will have been gone 
through, the finding them out and proving them guilty. Then I have no doubt the 
civil law would be exercised toward them. There would be an idea, perhaps, that 
they might be rescued. 

Question^ Of course, if there is a Ku-Klux Klan to punish, there is a Ku-Klux Klan to 
rescue ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, But, apart from that, the civil law would be enforced f 
Answer, I speak of myself as one, a subordinate one, and our sheriff, I know, would 
use every means in his power. 

Question, Would he not get the people generally to aid ? 
Answer, I am speaking of officers. 

Question. Would he not get the people, as a posse to aid, if such a state of things 
arose as you say, where they were discovered and found out ? 

Answer, I think they would ; but the people would be rather slow in believing such 
a thing. I want to speak the truth on both sides. 

Question, You have been inquired of in regard to the Bates case, and were asked in 
reference to a portion of these same men visiting Bates's house with an intention of 
committing further violence ; was there any evidence of that ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, What was the understanding or proof before you as to the object of this 
man who was killed in calling upon Bates? 

Answer. I can give you my record of the coroner's inquest, nearly word for word, 
from memory. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Have you the record? We would be glad to have it ? 
Answer. I have a copy of it.^ If you permit me to go to my office, I will bring it. 

By Mr. Van Truivip: 

Question. Was it proved there, or was there qny fact tending to prove that this man, 
having heard that General Bates suspected him, was going to see him to talk with him 
about it ? 

Answer. The man who gave this testimony said that this man Hampton came to 
him and asked him to go and see Bates ; that he wanted to speak to him ; that he did 
not intend to do him any harm. 

Question. Is Hampton the man who was killed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he approached and there was some altercation or words. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Who approached? 

Answer. Hampton approached General Bates. This was inside of his own fence, with 
a gun in his hand. 
Question, Go on. 

Answer, I will proceed and be very circumspect, because I have not the papers before 
me. Hampton approached Bates, who was inside of his yard. 
Question, Which had the gun ? 

Answer, Bates had the gun in his hand. Some words passed between them, and the 
evidence before me was not whether it was violent language or not. The first thiug 
known was Bates put up his gun in a rapid manner and shot and killed the other man, 
that is he died immediately afterward } but immediately after Bates shot, a pistol went 
off in the hands of the party Hampton. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Before he fell, or in the act of falling I 
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Answer, No, sir ; he ran about twenty ste^^s before he fell. 
Question, When did the pistol explode ? 
Answer. Immediately after Bates shot. 
Queslion. Before he ran ? 

Answer, Before ho started to run ; and if you ask me the conclnsion I ^-ould say that 
the man had the pistol in his hand before Bates shot him. 

By !Mr. Stevexsox : 
Qiicstion, Was that the testimony of cue of the alleged Ku-Klux ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

By the Chairman: 
Que^stion. Was it the testimony of the man with Hampton ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; one of his friends. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 
Question Were you one of the commissioners appointed to count the vote in 1870 ? 
Answer. I was one of the commissioners of election, and it was a part of the duties 
devolving upon me by the election laws. 

Question. Who has the appointment of such commissioners ? 
Answer. The governor, I presume. 

Question. Who were the other commissioners, and what were their politics, and what 
was then and what are now your politics ? 

Aimcer. Of the other two one was William McGill Fleming, a republican, and the 
other, Bass Weaver, a colored man and a republican. 

Question. You have stated your politics ? 

Answer. They were then as they aijp now. 

Question. Did you meet as a board to discharge your duties under the law ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were the votes fairly counted and reported to the State board of can- 
vassers ? 
Answer. I think not, sir. 
Question, Why? 

Anstcer, William McGill Fleming made a report which I demurred to, and I sent in a 
minority report. 
Question. Give us the particulars of all that transaction. 
Anstcer, Then I must refresh my memory. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. Are not those reports "documents — both his and yours ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they went to Columbia.. I have a newspaper in my pocket giving 
a count of this election. (Producing a newspaper.) 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is that a correct abstract of the votes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; pretty much as I understood it, and as it was generally understood. 
I had also intended to get a copy of the republican paper which contains the returns. 
(It is as follows :) 
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Election returns of Spartanhurgh County for 1870—Contiuued. 
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The Witness. The names of reform candidates in the above table are in italics. It 
will be seen that the reform majorities are as follows : for governor, 718 ; for lieuten- 
ant governor. 840 ; for Congress, 754 ; for legislature, 787 ; for county commissioners, 
775; probate judge, 623; school. commissioner, 774. 

Question. Were the votes fairly counted and reported to the State board of can- 
vassers ? 

Answer. I thought Mr. Fleming, our chairman, did not make a correct report, and 1 
refused to sign it. I suppose that will be giving it as it took place ; that was the lirst 
part of it. He made a report which I refused to sign, believing it not correct, I made 
a minority report. 

Question. Were both sent to the State canvassers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you desire to state anything-ielse in reply to that question ? 

Answer, You see there were three commissioners. The third one united with Mr. 
Fleming. Ho was a negro man of some intelligence, but of course not^kCducated. He 
united with Fleming in his report. 

Question. Had Fleming, according to your* observation, a large influence over him, or 
otherwise ? 

Answer. I think he could influence him, sir, in a way in which I could not. 
Question. Do you know whether he was influenced ? 

Answer. I do not. I have no right to say so here. I might have had my private 
idea, but I have no right to say so, because he is a fellow of some natural ability, and, 
I would think, had a will of his own. 

Question. State how long a time was occupied or consumed in making the count, and 
whether the boxes were guarded ; and, if so, by whom and how, and what proposi- 
tions were made by democrats to secure a fair count, and whether they were refused 
or accepted. 

Answer. I will submit and read to you a paper, as part of my testimony, in answer 
to your question. This was in answer to this man when they charged tampering with 
the boxes. 

. By the Chairman : 

Question. It would be better to have the accusation also, in order to make it intelli- 
gible. 

Anstcer. It was a charge made by the defeated republican candidates that the refoim 
party had tampered with the boxes. 
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By Mr. Van Trump; 
Question. Now, give us all the facts. 

Answer. That was done aceordiDg to what the law was. I cannot recollect what 
time it was. The law, I think, made it three days, but I cannot recollect. 

Question. One jjart of the question is as to what propositions were made by the dem- 
ocrats to have the boxes guarded, and was that proposition accepted or refused by the 
republicans ? 

Answer. Here is what I say in this paper : 

'^After the boxes had been returned to the commissioners by the managers of elec- 
tion, they were guarded by a committee appointed by the reform i)arty, with the 
knowledge and consent of the commissioners, and by their invitation." 

I give that as an answer to the question. 

Question. I will put the question again. State how long a time was occupied and 
consumed in counting, and whether the boxes were guarded, by w^hom and how, and 
what propositions were made by democrats to secure a fair count, and whether they 
were refused or accepted. 

Answei\ I do not remember how long. Three days, I think, was the time appointed 
by law, and we conformed to the law. 

Question. Did you make a minority report, and was it tiled or withheld by the chair- 
man ? 

Anstver. I heard a rumor. A person told me that. I made a report and sent it by 
the chairman, Mr. Fleming himself. 

Question. You intended to go to Columbia ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir ; I said take mine and present it with yours. 

Question. Did he present it ? 

Anstcei'. They got it iu Columbia — it was presented. 
Question. Within time f 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think in sufficient time, although I have heard some things. You 
have evidently some information which I only know by hearsay ; that is, I heard that 
he had retained it for a while until he was persuaded by urgent persuasion or urging 
to give it to the secretary of state. 

Question. Had you not reason to believe, and do you not believe, that before the votes 
were counted certain members of the republican party intended to interfere improperly 
with the boxes ? 

Answer. I do not think I could say yes to that question. I hardly know what my 
impressions were before. 

Question. Did you not communicate your fears to several gentlemen (Mr. Bomar and 
others) on this subject, and advise them to guard the. boxes ? 

Answer. I advised them to guard the boxes, but I do not remember giving them any 
reason. They may have come to that conclusion. I said put your guard upon your 
boxes as well as ours. I spoke as though speaking in an official character fi'om the 
republican party. 

Question. Had you guards on the boxes ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; there were no guards then, but it was expected there would be — 
no, it was not, either, because they were in our charge. 

Question. Then there were neither republican guards nor democratic guards expected ? 
Ansicer. No, sir, there were not. 

Question. In communicating to gentlemen on this subject, and saying that they 
ought to have the boxes guarded, did you not state your fears that they would be 
improperly interfered with by the republicans ? 

Answer. I do not remember that. I recommended them to have the boxes guarded 
so as to rather clear us of any suspicion, for I identified myself with the others, although 
I might have had my own reasons for telling them, but I do not remember of having 
said so. 

Question. State what declarations were made or acts done by any commissioners or 
other persons which caused you to suggest a guard on the boxes ? 

Amwer. I cannot state anything of that, either, but I might have had impressions 
but no acts that I could testify to of others. There might have been impressions on 
my mind. 

Question. Have you no recollection of any fact or thing or words said which induced 
you to suggest to members of the opposite party that they ought to have guards over 
these boxes ? 

Ansicer. I do not remember, sir ; but I have no doubt that I was impressed with 
something. One object I had in view was to clear both parties, so that there could be 
no room for any objection to either partj'. 

Question. Did you suggest to the republicans that they ought to put guards around 
the boxes ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; because a republican, the chairman of the committee, had them in 
charge. 

Question. That was Mr. Fleming himself ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; and I suggested it as fairness to all, I think that was the princi 
pal motive that prompted me. 

Question, Can you not call to mind any fact or anything or any indication by any 
body belonging to the republican party which induced you to go to these men aiid 
make that suggestion ? 

Answer. I do not think I stated any. 

Question. Whether you stated it or not, cannot you now recall to your mind somo 
fact or reason why you did it ? 

Answer. I did it that there should be an evident fairness, that they could not accuso 
us. Although I may have had other reasons, I do not remember of giving any othei 
reason but that. • 

Question. I do not ask whether you gave any other reason. Are you willing to state 
that there was no other reason except that general reason ? 

Ansicer. I hardly think the question is a fair one, because it would be only giving an 
impression that I might have and it might be wrong ; nor do I recollect what prompted 
it except that alone. 

Question. Do you say it was an impression only which you had, in the total absence 
of any word or thing said or done by republicans ? 
Ansivefi\ No, sir, I did not say that. 

Question. Then bring your recollection to some of these facts or declarations. 
Ansive7\ Well, sir, to be plain, I had not then sufficient confidence. I was responsi- 
ble as well as others, and I had not perfect confidence in how they might be guarded. 
Question. Confidence in whom .? 
Answer. In my colleagues. 
Question. That is, Mr. Fleming and the negro ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; I would rather not say that, but you force me, although I am 
unwilling to say it. I felt responsible, of course, as one. I had not perfect confidence 
in my colleagues, Fleming and Weaver. 

Question. Did not Fleming make some declaration that induced you to have that 
impression ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I recollect nothing of the kind. I heard declarations made months 
ago, before the election, by him, probably, and other men, that they were obliged to 
carry this election ; but in the most quiet times, and twenty years ago, without the 
least corruption, I have heard that kind of expression, that w^e must carry this election. 

Question, Did you hear Fleming say we must carry this election ? 

Answer. I heard the expression used by republicans. 

Question. Did they say how ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. And only by republicans ? 

Answer. I think so ; just at that time I was not apt to hear any of the other side 
speak. I was not in very good odor with them at that time, and did not hear the 
remarks. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 

Question. Did you hear quite a number of the republicans make that declaration 
before the election 1 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I mention that as nothing more than the expression used at all 
elections : We must do so and so. 

Question, Did they say that in a jcounty where there was a thousand majority against 
them f 

Answer. There is a thousand majority, I have heard. They said, however, that they 
did not believe there was any such majority. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did the expression refer to the county or the State at large? Was the 
expression, "we must carry this election ?" 

Answer, Both, sir j both, sir. I heard it used in reference to the State and the 
county. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do you not believe that the boxes or some of them were changed or altered 
before the counting was done ? 

Anstcer. I think this will be an answer : The boxes were sealed over, and when 
opened by the commissioners seemed to be in perfect order and imdisturbed, all except 
one box, which had the paper over the lock torn. I have asserted, and therefore I 
must have been of the opinion, that they were not touched. 

Question. What box was that I 

Answer, Glen Springs, where the republicans had the majority. 
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Qfusfion, Was that the one Mr.Genobles brought to town 7 

Aiibiccr. I do not remember that ; therefore my answer would be, I had no reason to 
ftupi^ose they were touched before, unless the Glen Springs box, because I so said here 
in this, (exhibiting a paper.) This is a copy of an affidavit of mine. 

Question. State all you know or have heard about any plan of the chairman of the 
county canvassers or others to declare the republican ticket elected, or to chxi-T»ffe the 
votes so as to secure such a result. 

Answer, I have heard him express no plan. I only know the results might have 
brought me to that conclusion ; but I know^ of no plan entered into. 

Question, Do you know whether it did or did not bring you to that conclusion ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; because it was by a different process ho made the report he did. 
The boxes might never have been touched, for aught I know. 

Question. Have not the extravagant i^rovisions and the character of the election 
laws, the arming and the full equipment of the negro militia in the very face of a 
refusal of arms to an organization of the white i^eople, the appointment of dishonest, 
ignorant, and wholly inefficient and incompetent officials created and been the pri- 
mary and exciting ckuse of nearly all the difficulties and disturbances in this county ? 

Ahswer. I could answer to the first portion of that question, that the election laws 
were very odious, and calculated to do so. 

Question, How as to the arming of the militia ? 

Answer. The arming of the militia was very unsatisfactory to the democratic party. 
Question. To the white people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, to the white people ; but those that gave utterance to it were gene- 
rally democrats ; in fact, all democrats. 

Question, I suppose the republicans did not complain much? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; it was very unsatisfactory, the idea of putting arms in the hands of 
negroes. 

Question. State whether that was not among the leading and primary causes ? 

Answer. I think I may with propriety answer — I must answer, " yes," to all that 
long question. I do think so. 

Question. Is there any difficulty or obstruction to the enforcement of the law against 
persons known to have violated it ? ♦ 

Answer. I cannot answer that. The only way I could answer is by pointing to the 
course I have pursued myself. There has never been an attempt made to bring them 
to punishment. 

Question. Is there any difficulty or obstruction in the enforcement of the law against 
persons Icnown to have violated the law ? 

Answer. A great many persons are of opinion that intimidation prevents the other 
party from attempting any stejis. I must give both sides. 

Question. 1 am asking your opinion ? 

Answer, I think that the feeling is among the people that they are afraid to prosecute 
these persons ; both these and others. 

Question, Then is there any difficulty in enforcing the law against persons known to 
have committed crimes ? 

Ansicer. If there is, it is because those whose rights have been violated are afraid to 
complain^ ' ' 

Question, That is the only obstruction ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, if that is an obstruction ; you can hardly call that an obstruction 
unless it interferes with something attempted. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Is it not a pretty effectual obstacle ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, it is, I think. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, Did you not, as an officer of the law, on a recent occasion, go to Batesville 
in this county and arrest several persons charged with being Ku-Klux without any 
difficulty whatever ? 

Answer. I did. I felt^nyself as safe as in this room. I may appear to be inconsist- 
ent, but I am giving facts as they appeared to me. I think intimidation prevented 
some, but when it came upon me to act I was not afraid and had no dread. 

Question, You think intimidation prevented some parties who had been injured from 
applying for redress through the civil law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. . 

Question, Have you ever found any difficulty in enforcing the law as a trial justice 
since you have been in office ? 

Answer. Never, sir ; I have had very little to do. I have had seven or eight criminal 
cases of ne^oes, and when they came before me I would generally leave them in the 
rcom for a tew minutes together to settle it, and consequently I have had no litigation 
between them. 
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Question. Do you know of any moneys that have been paid or offered, or said to have 
been paid or offered to any person to change the tickets in the boxes so as to change 
the result of the election in this county ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. What do you know about a Mr. Bankard, a United States assessor, in con- 
nection with any complaint about changing ballots, or disturbing election-boxes in 
this county ? 

Answer. I know nothing, sir. I heard a rumor which afterwards I was inclined to 
disbelieve, which I will not mention. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. It would be as well to know how many rumors have got out. 

Answer. There was a rumor; it was told me that Mr. Bankard was to receive money 
for tampering with these boxes. I disbelieve it now. I was inclined at the time to 
place some confidence in it. 

Question. You say that the character of the election laws, the arming of the militia, 
and the incompetence of men in office, have led to the largest number of these dis- 
turbances that have occurred. You answered yes to that question ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think tnat is about the way. 

Question. Your answer of course relates to this Ku-Klux disturbance in this county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, my answer relates to the indignation of the people A^hich created 
the Ku-Kluxism. 

Question. With this statement made by you that you cannot name a single man who 
has had any connection with the organization or with its operations, how do you know 
what is the motive that prompts the men who do compose that organization ? 

Answer. From my knowledge of this State, of these men for the last thirty years — I 
mean of the men of the State generally, not of partieular men — from what I "know of 
the general impression in regard to the iniquity of all these things of which you have 
spoken, I think they are well calculated to arouse the indignation of such men, that is, 
prominent men, and I know there must be prominent men among them from their con- 
duet. I think those things sujBfieient to arouse the indignation of any set of men ou 
the face of the earth. • 

Question. Do you believe those prominent men are the authors of such outrages as 
the shooting of Dr. Winsmith, the murder of Wallace Fowler, the whipping of Mr. 
Champion and Clem Bowden ? 

Answ€fi\ On the contrary, L think they had nothing directly to do with that. 

Question. Do you believe the lawless blackguards who would do such things would 
be prompted by the motive of repressing violence and corruption ? 

Answer. No, sir; you have come to the very point. I think they were prompted by 
personal feelings ; and the other men I spoke of would not descend to such things, but 
these men were prompted by private motives. 

Question. If the victims of these outrages were to say that the men who committed 
them had, at the time of the whipping, or offense, whatever it may be, told them that 
it was done because they were republicans, and that they intended to compel them to 
be democrats, would you stUl think it was pronqpted by private malice ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir; I would think that was used as a substitute to hide their real in- 
tention. Such men as I think went to whip these negroes were men who had no idea 
of politics, democratic or republican, J think. 

Question. Do you attribute all the whippings in this county to private malice ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. To what motive do you attribute it ? 
Answer, Some are political, I think. 
Question. How do you distinguish them ? 

Answer. 1 went down from here to see the body of a white man who was punished, 
and from my knowledge of that man he was a man of harmless character and obscure 
in position, but he had been appointed to some office, and I believe in that case it was 
a political motive which prompted it. 

Question. He was whipped because he was in office ? 

Anstcer. Because he was put in an office that somebody entied ; at all events, I be- 
lieve it was because, as a republican , he held a State office. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
Question. Was that Mr. Price? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiiestion. Were you one of the republicans selected to go there and look at him ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; there was no selection. I volunteered to go myself, and requested 
Bome prominent men — democrats here in town — to go with me. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was that Commodore Perry Price?. 
Answer. Yes, sir. * 
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By Mr. Ste\tsxsox : 

Qmstion, Did they go with you ? 
Juswcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. What democrats went with you ? 
Amu-ci\ John E. Boinar and William K. Blake. 

Question, Which one, if either, was chairman of the democratic committee of the 
county ? 

Ansim', I don't know that either was — both are prominent men here. 
Question. You went down there ; how did you find him ? 

Ansice)'.' I found him terribly chastised and beaten very severely, very severely. 
Question. Was he badly cut ? 
Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; very badly used. 
Question. All over his person? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What report did you make of that case ? 
Answer. There was no official report. 
Question. But to the people ? 

Answer. My indignation was very much aroused at it. I expressed this, that if I was 
in that man's case I would be very apt to hunt up some one to kill— something of that 
kind. 

Question. Do you remember whether any one advised him not to come up here ? 

Ansiccr. No, sir ; I do not think any one of that party advised him not to come up. 
There was no advi ce, I think, given about it. These two men with me — I forget who 
went with me ; I think William. McGill Fleming was one — I looked upon as two repub- 
licans. Indeed I do not think it was either republican or democrat, but we heard of 
the ^"iolence, and I went to these other two men and asked them to see for themselves. 
Gill Fleming and I were going anyhow. 

Question. You wanted both sides to go in order to have a true report ? 

Answer. Y^es, sir ; I had heard of the calamity. 

Question. Do vou know what report the democrats made in town when they came 
back? 

AnsxL-er. I heard one, I think both expressed their indignation, probably not as loudly 
as I di(i. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. They had not quite the temperament that you have ? 

Ansii-er. Probably not, but they expressed their indignation and regret that it should 
have occurred. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. But to the people publicly on the streets, what report did they make ? 

Answer. I spoke of the expression I heard publicly. I Ireard that from Mr. Boraar. 
I do not think I heard Mr. Blake speak about it, but Mr. Bomar expressed his indig- 
nation at it. 

Question. In your examination of General Bates's case, did anything appear concern- 
ing a request or order left by this band of disguised men that he should put a card in 
the paper renouncing his supposed connection with the republican party ? 

Ansice7\ Nothing appeared to me officially then.' I heard of it afterwards, sir. I do 
not remember about that. I know there was something in my memory about their 
ordering him to do so. 

Question. Upon your theory that the outrages in this county generally have been 
committed by irresponsible men and not for political purposes, how do you account for 
the fact that so many men — white men — have been required to put such cards into the 
paper renouncing their republicanism ? 

Anstver. In the first place, I do not think I said generally. I said a great many were 
not political, in my opinion, but prompted by personal malice. 

Question. Then you do not wish to be understood as saying that the outrages in this 
county were not generally political ? 

Answer. A great many I did not consider political. I did not consider Dr. Winsmith's 
case so. 

Question. Are you not aware of the fact that in Dr. Winsmith's case they wished to 
know why he did not put a card in the paper ? 
Answer. 1 have heard the case spoken of, but never heard that spoken of before. 
Question. You have heard of Mr. Genobles case, of course ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In your judgment, had that political bearing? 

Answer. Well, the democrats here^took hold of him and made much of him. 

Question. You are aware that he did appear and .renounce his party ? 

Answer. I heard. that he did. 

Question. You credit it ? 
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Answet'. I have heard since that he never said it. 

Question, Then it is a poor Tvay to pick up from public rumor the true state of affairs 
in these cases ? 

Answer . I did not say that, but it is very easy to pick up a good many untrue things. 
General reports may be true, but it is very easy to pick up untrue statements. Mr. 
Genobles was a man from "whose mental caliber and position I could imagine him to 
contradict himself in opinion. I have never heard of his making it upon oath. If he 
has I have nothing to say about it. 

QiiesVion. There is nothing against his character for truth and veracity? 

Answer. No, sir. He is a man not imbecile, but probably of no great sfrength of 
character. 

Question, He is old and feeble ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you think that makes it less-criminal or outrageous for a band of men 
to visit him and treat him in that way ? 

Ansiver, By no means, exce^jt that if he once said he was forced to do that, and then 
said he never made that statement — not that he was not forced, but tliat he never 
made the statement ; he has never denied what was said to be the first statement, but 
denied that he had ever made it at all. 

By the Chaiiiman: 

Question. Do you mean that the report is that he has denied that he made the state- 
ment on the court-house steps ? 

Answer, That he said on the court-house steps that he was forced— that they threat- 
ened him. That is what I understood. But if ho made that statement here to you 
publicly, I would gladly prefer that that should be taken. Probably the person who 
told me was telling an untruth about it, and I do not know very much about him any- 
how. 

Question. If he swore to the fact that he was so forced to act, that would settle the 
question in your estimation ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; if you told me ho made an affidavit about it here, I would be- 
lieve it. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 

Question. Speaking of rumors in contradistinction to evidence, are your opinions in 
regard to the Ku-Klux and their proceedings so fixed and settled that they would not 
yield to the weight of evidence ? ♦ 

Answer. No, sir ; I have changed my mind, I think, a dozen times about them within 
three months. I mean about some details about them ; but what I give you here I 
have been impressed with all the time. 

Question. You mean details of such facts as come within your knowledge ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But I mean your opinions derived from your general knowledge of their 
proceedings, coming from report. Are those opinions so fixed that they would not 
yield to the weight of testimony ? 

Answer. I do not know anything that can. I believe that they exist, and no testi- 
mony is brought to establish that they did not exist. 

Question. But I mean as to the object and character of their proceedings ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think my mind is fixed as to the general object of their proceed- 
ings. 

Question. Is it so fixed that it would not yield to testimony ? 

Answer. There might be convincing testimony. I do not know, but I might change 
my mind in regard to anything. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, In these cases where men in disguise have done violence from private 
malice, would they not be likely to carry out their theory of disguise in all its parts 
by giving a false reason for their visits ? 

Ansiver. Ye^, sir ; I think so. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Would they be likely to give the same false reason in fifty distinct cases, 
or vary it ? 

Answer. They would try to make it a political reason in all cases. 
Question. In all cases ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. What was the exact difference of opinion between you in making your 
minority report and the other judges of the election ? 

Answer. I am glad you have asked me that. He closed a certain number of boxea 
altogether. ^ 
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Question, Threw them out ? 

Ansiccr. Y(»s, sir. 

Question. On what ground ? 

Atmcer. On the ground that the nund)e r of votes did not correspond with the record 
of the managers. 

Question. Do you mean that there were more tickets iu the boxes than names on the 
tally list ? 

Ansiccr. That expresses it— he throw them out. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. How was the fact about it 1 

An8ica\ The fact appeared to be that there was a difference of one or two. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Did he give as a reason for doing so that he had made inquiry of the State 
canvassers as to whether boxes should be taken where that state of facts appeared. 

Answer. I do not think so, and even if he did I would not be guided by it, because I 
saw no Taw for it. 

Question, Then he did say that he held that where there were more tickets in the 
box than names on the list of voters the box should be thrown out altogether ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you held that where that was the case it was not a sufficient reason 
for rejecting the whole box ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; more than that, lie made his report without saying a word about 
the boxes he threw out, but gave the returns of the election as to all the boxes minus 
those he had thrown out, without saying he had thrown them out. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question. So that it would appear as if it were a full return ? 
Answer. YeSy sir ; and I said, make a full report and say what you have doiie. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. That would be simply giving the reasons, but he gave the result only. 
Answer. Yes, sir; he gave that as though it was the result in Spartanburgh County; 
that was my principal objection. 

Question. Those were your ditferences ? 
Answer. Yes, sir.^ 

Question. When that report went to tlie State canvassers they sustained your report 
and rejected his, did they not? 

Answei: Whether they sustained me or not they declared the men on my report. I 
took it for granted it was my report that did it. 

♦ Question. The members of the legislature that you reported elected were admitted 
to their seats? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And those men Mr. Fleming reported elected were not admitted? 
Ansicer. They were not. 

Question. So that the result of the election as declared by you was made effectual in 
the legislature ? 
Ansirer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And then a contest ensued? 

Answe}\ Y^es, sir; I hesitated about that to show you. I heard there was another 
influence exerted below, and possibly it was not my report, for Mr. Poinier made a 
report also, verbally, sustaining me ; that is, sustaining the election which my report 
sustained. Whether it was the influence of his report or my own, I never found out. 

Question. You mean that Mr. Poinier took the position that you, and not Mr. Fleming, 
was right ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; the reason I mention that is because Mr. Fleming came home and 
told me it was Mr. Poinier's influence, but I took that as much as saying that I should 
not claim too much. 

Question. So that, so far as this county was concerned, part of the ballot-boxes, 
according to your view, were fair and they were so reported ? 

Answer. And I have been looked upon since as though my report had elected the 
democratic members ; that is about the amount of it. 

Question. Tl^cn, when the republican candidates, not satisfied with that, made a 
contest, after that contest had progressed some time, they withdrew from the contest ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, So that so far as this county is concerned, if there is any indignation about 
it, it is because of the mistaken position which was taken by Mr. Fleming alone? 

Ansicer. The indignation is against the election law generally which gave him an 
opportunity to do this. 
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Question. But I speak of the actual administration of the law here. It was iu con- 
8equenco*of Mr. Fleming's mistaken view ? 

Ansiver. They accused Fleming of a corrupt intention of defrauding the people. 

Question. And he said that upon his view of the law it required hiin to reject these 
boxes ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; hut they attributed to him these motives. 

Question. In looking at your newspaper, I find an article which refers to a newspaper 
outrage. Will you look at it and see whether that article refers to the whipping of 
Mr- William M. Champion and Clem Bowden ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in my opinion it refers to the whipping of Champion. This refers 
to an editorial in Mr. Poinier's i^aper, in which Mr. Poinier used language which this 
editor considered indelicate, thinking he might have made himself equally compre- 
hensible by less improper language. My opinion is it refers to tfiat very case. 

The Chairman. The article which appears reprinted in the Carolina Spartan of 
November 3, 1870, from the Unionville Times, is as follows : 

"A NEWSPAPER OUTRAGE. 

We have been in editorial life for nearly twenty-five years, and during that time 
have read the columns of nearly every paper in the country, from the Police Gazette 
and other equally vulgar sheets, up to the i)urest religious journal, but have never 
read anything so completely vulgar, disgusting, and void of all attempt at decency as 
an article which appeared in the last week's issue of the radical sheet edited for 
Governor Scott by a fellow by the name of Poinier, in Spartanburgh. 

" It pretends to be an account of an outrage committed at Limestone precinct, in 
that county, upon some colored people by a band of outlaws and villains, on Monday 
night before the election, who, the editor says, belong to the reform party. 

In Union County Ku-Kluxing of colored people was tried at Fair Forest and on 
Pacolet, but in both cases it is proven conclusively that the radical party did the Ku- 
Kluxing, and no running to Scott or calling for vengeance is now heard of among the 
radicals. We have heard of colored people willing to take a whipping for a few dol- 
lars, and many could be induced to swear against the white people anything that the 
leaders of the radical party may tell them. In the case of the outrages at Spartan- 
burgh, let the witnesses who say they were so infamously outraged, and a few of the 
radical leaders in that county, be examined and cross-examined fairlj^ in open court, 
by one or more of our best lawyers, and we feel confident *^the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth'' will be obtained, which would fasten the whole affair upon 
one or two scoundrels who have been leading the poor colored people into all sorts of 
difficulties to secure the election of radical candidates. What care they about abusing 
a colored person, so that they can keep their hands in the public treasury? 

"We have no hesitancy in believing that the man who would so disgrace the jour- 
nalism of the State and insult the decent people of the community in which he lives* 
as to publish such a vulgar and obscene article as ai^peared in the Spartanburgh 
Republican last week, is not a whit too good to perpetrate the outrages he attempts 
to malce the people beUevo were committed by the reformists. By such an outrage ho 
and his party would have all to gain, while the reformists would inflict upon them- 
selves a great injury by it. Pshaw ! it is a radical trick to throw out the strong reform- 
box at Limestone, and it succeeded. As we have before stated, there is nothing so 
mean, low, and vulgar that many of these petty office-holders of the radical party 
would not resort to keep themselves in office." — Unionville Times. 

By Mr. Yak Trump : 
Question. How many boxes did Fleming reject by his report ? 
Ansiver. I was trying to find out to-day by my records but could not 
Question. About how many ? 
Answer. Three or four election precincts. 

Question. In regard to these boxes, or some of them, you say the discrepancy between 
the tally and the number of votes was only one or two ? 

Anstcer. I am inclined to think more, probably three or four, but it was very few. 

Question. Did Mr. Fleming contend that that was evidence of fraud — a mere diserep- 
ancy of one or two votes in a country place ? 

Answer. I do not remember that ; I did not ask him for his reasons. / 

Question. You got into a discussion as to the propriety of throwing out ihose boxes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And also about the mode in which he made his return, that is, reporting the 
election to Columbia as though those boxes never existed ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that is my recollection. 

Question. In your discussion with him, did he refuse to make a return of the fact that 
he had excluded certain boxes, and the ground of that exclusion j did he refuse to put 
them in his report ? 
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Amirer. I do not know ; I cannot answer ; lio did not do it ; I do not know whether 
he refused or not. 

Quesiion. Was not that the very point hetween you ? 

xlnsu'cr. There was very little discussion ; ho seemed to have made up his mind to 
one case, and I was equally determined not to consent. 
Question. You talked about that thing? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You suggested to him, then, that if he did throw out the boxes right- 
fully he ought to make a return of the fact ? 

Answer. His return wonltf elect the republicans, and I told him that without the 
election at all he and I must be perfectly convinced that the other party was elected 
in this county, and I said it would bo iniquitous to make such a return. 

Question. AVliilo you d'lfered about throwing out the boxes at all, did yon not also 
discuss the question whether he ought not return the fact that he had thrown out some 
of the boxes in his report ? 

Answer. I do not remember having said it ; Ithinkprobably the whole matter dropiied 
that wav.- 

Question. Anyhow, you know he made his full return of the election in this county to 
the authorities at Columbia, without making mention of his throwing them out ? 

Answo'. That U my recollection, but I do not remember of his refusing to make the 
return, for I don't think I asked him. 



ISAAC HAZAED CANTRELL sworn and examined. 

The CiiAiiiMAN. I will ask Judge Van Trump to please examine this witness, as he 
is called at his suggestion. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 
Question. Where do you live? 

Answer. In town here, sir. ' / 

Question. Do you know a negro named Julius Cantrell ? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How does it come that he bears the name of Julius Cantrell ? 

Answer. They generally took such names as they saAV proper when liberated ; ho was 
born in my father's kitchen ; we raised him j in the division he went to a brother of 
mine. 

Question. He originally belonged to your father ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir : he was born there. 

Question. You and him were raised together ? • 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. In his examination he says, " One gentleman said to me, ^ If you report 
against the Ku-Klux you will be killed.' " Is that true or false ? 
Answer. It is false — every word of it. 

Question. Then he says, Hazard Cantrell told me so." Is that true or false? 
Answer. It is false — every word of it. 

Question. State whatever did take place, and how it came to take place between you, 
if anything ? 

Ansu'e)\ I was walking along up street, going to my shop, and he was sitting on the 
side-walk and spoke to me; I did not know before that he was in town; I hadn't seen 
the boy ; he had grown up several years and I didn't know him until he spoke to me. 
He said, " How d'ye." I asked him where he had been living. He told me where he 
was from, and he told me that if he could not get security he expected to have to go to 
jail. I asked, ''What have you been doing?" He said, ''Nothing.'^ Says I, ''What 
have you to go to jail for, then ? " Says he, " They want me to swear about the Ku-Klux 
and stilling." I said, " Is there any guard over you ? " He said, " No, there is no guard, 
but they started to the jail with mc and my father-in-law met them and told them I 
wouldn't leave.'' In the evening he was here as I came from the post office; going 
home from my work I went by the post office to see if there was any mail. 

Question. Have you told all that occurred before that in the morning interview ? 
Answei'. There was no more than I sai^l, "I reckon they want to scare you ; there 
no guard over you." In the evening, I came to the post office going home, and he was 
out there, and the conversation commenced. He seemed to be excited, and didn't know 
what to do. He wanted some information, and there was one of the boys, I think 




Spartanburgii, South Carolina, July 14, 1871. 



55 t 



866 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



probably that lived on the plantation he did — a young man — said, " Julius, your crop is 
in a bad fix." I inquired alter his crop to see how he was getting along. He intimated 
that he was going to leave — to run away. Says I, 'Mulius, there is no use in your running 
away ; there is no use in running off and leaving your crop." But I had forgot to mention 
one thing. In the morning, before he eame up and told me they were going to put him 
in jail if he didn't tell what ho knew about Ku-Kluxiug and stilling, I said, What do 
you know about it ? " He said, They have taken me up, and made me go and say 
where the still was." He said Littleberry Gilbert had moved his still, and Russell, a 
neighbor, expected to have moved his, but it was not, gone. Said I, ^' What do you 
know about the Ku-Klux?" Says he, " I know nothing about them." Said I, If you 
don't know nothing about them up there, you oughtn't to tell anything about it ; a heap 
of them are going and saying what they know nothing about, and it may lead to some 
one being killed." I advised him as a family boy aud a neighbor. He came to me for 
advice. I say this upon my oath. I heard he had said these things. A negro was 
present and heard it — Tobe Hamilton. I met Uncle Tobe, and asked him if he heard 
it. He said he did. 
The Chairman. You need not state that conversation also. 

The Witness. He came to us at that time, and he, may be, was asking, or I asked 
him about it, aud says he, I didn't swear no such thing against you." 

By Mr. Van TpvU:mp : 

Question. Had you heard he had sworn that statement against you ?• 

Answer. I had heard on the street that he had sworn so. I says, What did you 
swear? " Says he, I swore you were my old master and a good man, and advised me 
to sw^ear the truth and nothing else." I just supposed the boy was excited and didn't 
know what he did swear. If he swore it intentionally, he swore a lie ; that is all I 
have got to say about it, because I was advising him. He was a family boy — a famijy 
negro. His mother often writes to me about him from Alabama, aud I write back to 
her about him. We brought two of ner children to this country. 

Question. The point is this : whether or not you advised him not to report against the 
Ku-Klux or he would be killed ? 

Answer. I did do so. I advised him not to swear, or to be cautious and swear nothing 
but what he knew. 

Question. Did he apparently approach you or see you by way of getting your advice 
about what to do ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j he came to me both times. I didn't know the boy was on the place. 
Really, I hadn't noticed that he was here, or seen him for four or five years. 1 had like 
to have not known him when he spoke. 

Question. What was youF business ? 

Answer. I was on my way to my shop. 

Question. W^hat is your business ? 

Anstcer. Manufacturing buggies and wagons, and carrying on blacksmithing. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. When the question was put to you about a gentleman having said so before 
your name was mentioned, you at once answered it was not true? 
Answer. I thought he was speaking of me. 

Question. He had not said who that gentleman was, and you say you had heard that 
this man had sworn that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who told you how the witness had sworn here ? 

Answer. Colonel Evans. 

Question. Where did he get it ? 

Answer. I don't know. I.iust told what I know. 

Question. Wlio is Colonel Evans ? 

Anstcer. He is a gentleman in town here. * 

Question. What is his occupation ? 

Answer. He is a lawyer. 

Question. Is he a democrat or republican ? 

Ansivei\ I suppose — I reckon he is what we term a democrat. 

Question. Was there any great desire to ascertain what each negro had sworn here ? 

Answa\ 1 had no knowledge that there was. I think probably that he thought there 
was something wrong that he swore against me. 

Question. As there has been a good deal said here, and currency given to the idea 
that these negroes were trained, I want to get to the bottom of it. You say this negro 
wont to you, and in the first place told you he was afraid he would have to go to jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; if he didn't give security.' 

Question. What did he say he was charged with that required him to go to jail ? 
Answer. I asked him what he had been doing. He sayS; " I haven't been doing any- 
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thiug.'^ I asked, " What are they jjoing to put you in jail for ? " He says, " Tliey want 
nie to swear about stilling and Ku-Klux." 
Question. What men? 

Aimcer. Mr. Casey, and the men who arrested him. 
Quesi'ion. Did he name anybody? 

Answer. Yes, sir; Casey; for I asked him who arrested hira. 

Question. Did he say Casey wanted him to swear against the Ku-Klux and stilling? 
Answer. He said " they." I asked him who. He said, Casey and some others," but 
didn't call the others' names, i 
Question. Did he name Casey ? 
Aitswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then he went on to tell you about stilling ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and I asked him what he knew. He said they took him and made 
him go and show Avhero the stills were. 

Question. The stills of Russell and Littleberry Gilbert? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What Russell ? 

Aiiswcr. There are two Russells. Jim Russell he is living with, and I suppose it was 
him. 

Question. Did he say he had shown it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; ho had gone and shown where the still was. I said, That's obliged 
to convict you." 

Question. Did he say there had been a still in operation there? 

Answer. He didn't say, but I took it for granted. He j ust merely said this one expected 
it to have been moved, and it was not moved. 

Question. You dropped the remark in the course of your testimony that he said they 
were going to send him to jail if he did not swear? 
' Answer. He did say so. 

Question. Do you undertake to say that that negro told you they were going to send 
him to jail if he did not swear falsely against them ? 

Ansicci'. No, sir ; he didn't say anything about falsely. He said they were going to 
take him to jail, and started wdth him and got him into the street. 

Question. Did you understand he was going to be taken to jail as a witness in this 
stilling business 1 

Answer. Yes, sir, and Ku-Klux. 

Question. In which was it to be? 

Answei'. Both. 

Question. You understood that there was a prosecution against this man for unlawful 
stilling? 
Answer. Yes. sir, I suppose so. 
Question. And they wanted him as a witness? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, and Ku-Klux. 

Question. You asked him if he knew anything about the Ku-IGux? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I said, "What do you know about it?" and he up and told me what 
he knew about stilling. I said, "Wliat do you know about the Ku-Klux?" and he 
said, " Nothing." I told him then, I cautioned him to be careful, and swear the truth, 
and ni)t swear anything only what he knew, because he was an ignorant negro, and I 
didn't want him to get into difficulty. I advised him as a familj'' negro for his own 
good. 

Question. And you told him if he did not swear what was true he might get killed? 
Ansicei'. I told him this: that he might get up, and, by swearing to Dick, Tom, or 
. Harry, be the means of being killed. 

Question. You thought that might be the means of his being killed? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that he might swear to what he knew nothing about. 
Question. Did you mean it might be the means of he being himself killed, or getting 
them killed ? 

Ansicer. It might be the means of being killed himself if he swore against men he 
knew nothing about. 

Question. That is literally the manner in which it occurred, that if he swore what 
was wrong he might get killed? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I advised him for his own good. 

Question, Have you any knowledge of any means used in getting these negroes to tell 
whether they have been Ku-Kluxed or not ? 

Ansicer. Some of them have told me they have been whipped. , 

Question. Have any of them been unwilling to tell that fact from fear ? 

Ansicer. Not one I know of. There is an old black man working for me now, and I 
think I gave him the first work he got in town. 

Question. How soon after this man Cantrell was examined were you told of what he 
had sworn to ? 

Answer. I don't know ; it might have been the next day. 
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Question. Was it the same day ? 

Answej\ I don^t know. I dou't know wIicd he was examined. 
Question. Do you know when you were told ? 

Answer, No, sir; I dou^t remember. I didn't charge my memory or think mucli 
about it. 

Question, Give us the denial which he made. 

Ansivcr. He denied ever swearing such a thing — the boy did. 

Question. Did you see him before he left town ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I did. He will deny rt now ever swearing it to you. 
Question. We will see whether he does. 
Ansiver, If he don't — he was excited probably. 

Question, You told him that if he swore against the Ku-Klux he would be killed ? 

Aiisuer. Yes, sir. I understood that if he came up here to swear against the Ku-Klux 
he would be killed. I feared he did, and asked him about it. 

Question. Have .you had any knowledge of the Ku-Klux operations in the county? 

Answei', O, no, sir. I have been so afflicted for twenty-five years — I am now forty- 
three — that I didnH even ride by myself in day-time. I have not been out of town or 
saw one in my life, that I know of. 

Question, I did not ask if y,ou had been riding with them, but if you had any knowl- 
edge of their operations ? 

Ans2ve7\ Only from rei^ort, hearsay. 

Question. Have any of them indicated to you any of their operations ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you had any communication with any of them on this subject ? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. With none of them in any manner whatever ? 

Ansiver, O, I have heard men— I don't know who — jnst in a jesting manner say, I'm a 
Ku-Klux.'' 

Question. Who said that? 

Answer, 1 don't know, I can't think, because I know it was just a joke. 
Question, How do you know that ? 

Answer, Because it passed as such and I took it as such. I thought a man that really 
was wouldn't be fool enough to tell it. 

Question, You have had no sympathy with the Ku-Klux? [A pause.] Have you 
never said they were doing a right good work ? 

Ansiver, I said that some things they did was very good work, but as a general thing 
I have opposed, their course. 

Question. That has been your impression about a good many of their visits, that 
they were good work ? 

Answer. Of some instances I said I thought they deserved i)unishmcnt. 

Question. And you have so spoken of Ku-Klux operations — that you thought they 
"were dpiug pretty good work in some instances ? 

Answei'. I don't know that I have. 

Question, Do you say you have not ? 

Answe)\ No, sir ; I am not positive. I know in cases I have not sjTupathized Vrith 
them. 

Question. But in many of them you have? 

Ansiver. O, yes, and I have condemned and opposed them, and do yet. 

Question, You have said that in many instances you have thought the work that the 
Ku-Klux were doing was good work ? 

Answa-. I have said that many instances of bad characters that I knew had been pun- 
ished and I thouglit it was a good thing; but I don't know whether the Ku-Klux did 
it or whether it was other men. There was a case down here of an old negro man 
killed. His son came to me in my shop and was talking about it the next day. 

Question. Who was he? 

Answer. He was killed on Dr. Jones's plantation. I don't remember his name. From 
the character of that boy he was a good boy ; everybody gave him a good rej)ort. 
Question. Who? 

Answer, The boy. His son told me he didn't believe the Ku-Klux killed him. They 
said it was other parties. 

Question. That is a case you did not approve of. Now tell us one you did approve of? 

Answe)\ I don't know that I can. I know there have been some instances up here- 
some that kept bad houses that had been ordered to leave there or do better. 
• Question, What cases do you refer to ? 

An8ivei\ Some cases up there in the neighborhood where I live. 

Question. What is the name f 

Ansiver. Edgins; but I knew nothing at all about it, only from hearsay. 
Question. You thought that was a good work? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; because I knew their character was of keeping a bad house. 
Question. What other case did you ai>i)rove of and think it was a good work ? 
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Answer. I ^hiuk that Mr. Hogg above here was keeping a disorderly bouse. 
Question. Wh<'re was that? 

Answer. Mr. Dniicnn was telling me about it. He was keei)inghis mill just the other 
side of the State line. 

Question. The North Carolina line? 
A)i8wer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiiou. What ease in this countj' did you approve of? 

Answc)'. I don't remember, sir. I don't know that there have been a great many that 
I did approve of. There have been some I thought probable. 

Question. Did you ever undertake to find out who committed any of those you disaj)- 
p roved of ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had no means to know it; but I told the boys that I thought they 
ought to be found out and punished : and I meant just what I said. 

Questio7i. Do you know anything about Russell's still-house or anything about that 
neighborhood? 

Answer. No; sir I don't ride about. My health has been sueh I have not rode about 
for twenty-five years. I am subject to bad spells. I never was at Kussell's in my life. 

Quesiion. The advice you gave to this boy when he came to you was to come here and 
tell the truth ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Did you suppose he was coming before this committee when he was brought 
in here, about distilling ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. He told me so ; that he had to come before this committee. 
Question. Did he suppose this committee w^as going to send him to jail? 
Answer.. No, sir. 

Quesiion, The other men were going to put him in jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and started to jail with him. I didn't know he was down here until 
he spoke to me on the sidewalk. 

Question. Can you fix the time he first came to you? 

Answer. AYell, sir, this is Thursday or Friday, is it not? I think it was Tuesday. 
Quesiion. Of this week ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That was before he was examined? 

Answei'. They had just brought him in, if I understood it. 

Question. He went back to you after he was examined ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the same evening, as I came home from my work, he commenced 
the conversation. I think it was Tuesday evening. 

Question. So that both conversations — the one before he was examined and the one 
after he was examined— were on the same day ? 

Answer. He had ;iot been examined either time that I knew of. 

Question. I understood you to say he told you what he had sworn? 

Answer. But that has been since that I had that conversation. I met him with Tobe 
Hamilton. Julius came to us up here to the shop. I asked him in the presence of 
Tobe. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. I think that was about day before yesterday, as well as I remember. He 
had been up before the committee, at any rate. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 

Question. What do you say you told him about the truth in testifying? 

Answer. I just told him not to tell nothing but what he knew. I said, '^There's a 
heap o' these negroes will get up there and point out men that were disguised and 
probably cause innocent men to suffer; and maybe it naay be the means of your being 
killed." He told me he knew nothing about the Ku-Klux. Said I, " You swear noth- 
ing but what you knoAv." He was talking of leaving. He seemed excited. I advised 
him. ''stay and take care of your croj) ; they'll convict him of stilling." 

Question. Did you know he had been helping to distill? 

Answer. I didn't, for he didn't tell me. But he was living with the man that was 
stilling, and I wouldn't have been surprised. I didn't know about stilling. 

Qnesiion. From your knowledge of the Ku-Klux do you suppose there would be any 
more danger in a witness testifying to men »who were innocent than in testifying to 
men who Avere guilty? 

Answer. I do think so. I think if a man was an innocent man, and if a lie was sworn 
against him and put him in the penitentiary, there would be more danger than with a 
guilty man. iThe guilty man ought to be punished, but an innocent man don't care 
to be. 

Question. If an innocent man should be erroneously accused would he be more likely 
to kill his accuser for it than a guiltv man would, being accused ? What is your judg- 
ment? 

Answer. That is my judgment. 
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Question. Then your judgment is that if a\vitness should make a mistake and charge 

a man with being a Ku-Klux who w^as not a Ku-Klux 

Answer. I didn't say a mistake. 

Question. I do say a mistake. ^ If a man should make a mistake and charge a man 
who was not a Ku-Klux with being a Ku-Klux it would be more dangerous, you think, 
than charging a man who was a Ku-Klux? 

Ansivei\ I don't know about that. I know he swore wrongfully against me, but ho 
didn't bear malice. 

Question. Do you propose to go and kill him? 

Ansicer. No, sir. If 1 knew he did it intentionally — but I don't think so. I never 
said any such thing as he swore to. 

Question. You told him that men had been or might get killed for telling on tlie Ku- 
Klux? 

Answer. But he says I said that if he came and reported the Ku-KIux here tlie Ku- 
Klux would kill him. 

Question. That is what he said, is it ? 

Ansiver. That is what I heard he said, and that is what he [Mr. Yan Thump] read 
there just now, if I mistake not. I advised him to swear nothing but what he knew, 
for fear he might tell something be didn't know on some innocent man. 

Question. Your judgment is' that it is more dangerous to testify against an innocent 
man than against a guiltj^ man of the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. If I were guilty and he should swear against me I could not have 
the conscience to punish him ; but if I were innocent, and he swore a lie against me, 
and caused me to be punished, he might look out. 

Question. If ypu were a Kif-Klux, however, you would probably have the conscience 
to do almost anything, would not you ? 

Anstver. I don't know, sir ; I don't know what I might. I have always been a man 
that tried to do 

Question. Have you ever heard, in the calendar of crime, or in your knowledge of 
crimes, of any worse men than these Ku-Klux? 

Answer. There has been a great many bad things done by Ku-Klu*x, or somebodj^ on 
their credit. I think my honest conviction is that there is a heap o' work done by 
malice upon the credit of the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Then you think the Ku-Klux are better men than they get credit for ? 

Answer. I think they are better men than many others. I think others arc doing bad 
on their credit. 

Question. In your judgment they are not the real Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. No, sir; they 'are not so mean as other men working on their credit. 

Question. You think there are w^orse people in this country than the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. Than the genuine Ku-Klux. I see the genuine Ku-Klux advertised to punish 
them if they catch u^) with them. I believe there are a heap worse men here than the 
real, genuine Ku-Klux. 

Question. The real, genuine Ku-Klux are a pretty good class of fellows, according to 
your judgment ? 

Ansivet. I wouldn't be surprised if there are worse men than some of them. 
Question. Have you joined them ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 
Question. Why not ? 

Answe)\ I didn't think it worth while to join them. I could have been of no service 
to them if I had the disposition. I have not been able to do a day's work for thirteen 
years. 

Question. You are not an able-bodied man ; have any of them sought to enlist you as 
a Ku-Klux ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Has anybody ever invited you to join them? 
Answer. No. 

Question. Has nobody ever approached you ? 

Answer. Because if anybody invited me to join them, I should have taken it for 
granted he was a Ku-Klux himself, and no man ever intimated to mc that he was a 
Ku-Klux. 

Question, Do you belong to any order ? ' 

Answer. I belong to the Baptist Church, and nothing else. 

Qwesiion. Is that an order? 

Answer. I don't know. What do you mean by "order?" I belong to no Odd Fel- 
lows. I am rather an illiterate man. 

Question. Do you belong to any political society ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, I think I enrolled my name — butl don't know whether you would 
call it a soci-ety or not — to a reform society a year or two ago. I hardly know what you 
would term it. I never was in favor of extremes upon either side, and they got up a 
measure here for who would be best. It is what we call a reform, and I enrolled niy 
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name then ; but my name Las never been in anything else^ unless. that thing we called 
a reform ■was a society. 

Question, You enrolled your name in something you called the reform ? 

Ansim'. They called it an organization ; I don't know what you would call it — the 
democratic reform ; it is rather a measure between the two extremes, radicals and 
democrats. 

Question. You enrolled your name in it ? 

Answe)\ Yes, sir j they took our names. The constitution was read over; it was 
rather something of a moderate reform, something between, not on extremes. 
Question. It had a constitution ? 
Aymvcr. It had a platform. 
Question. Who was the president of it ? 

Answer. I don't remember who was the president ; it was some time ago. 
Question. Do you recollect auy officers of it ? 

Answer. I am not certain, but Dr. Kennedy was acting as chairman — different men in 
town — it seems to me Dr. Kennedy was. People thought the democrats were on ex-- 
treui€S. We didn't want to supi)ort such men or put them in, and we had no potion of 
supporting the radical party, and we wanted men rather between the two parties, 
men that were not on extremes. 

Question. How many did they have enrolled ? 

Ansicer. We had a ])rctty strong roll ; I don't remember how many. 
Question. A couple of hundred? 

Answa'. I should judge so. It was organized pretty much in town, and all over the 
country, if I mistake not. 
Question. Was it all one ? 

Ansicer. It was all the same organization — the same views. 
Question. With branches about ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in each precinct, as well as I recollect. That is the only thing I 
ever put my name to or gave any consent to that 1 know of, or that I have any recol- 
lection of. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What was the name of that organization ? W^as it called the council of 
safety ? 

Ansicer. O, no, sir ; it was called the democratic reform party. I think it was pretty 
much all over the United States. It was rather a reform party from the extreme demo- 
crats. It was mostly democratic people that went into it ; but some others that were 
not on extremes went into it too, if I recollect aright. 

Question. Were you wanting to get away from the extreme democrats or the extreme 
republicans ? 

Ansicer. Both. 

Question, This was a kind of organization between the extreme democrats and jex- 
treme republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. W^e did this in order to try to put moderate men into ofSce. 
Question. Whom did the extreme democrats support ? 

Ansicer. They all concluded it. was best, pretty much, and most of them went with 
the organization. They thought it best. I was as much opposed to the extreme demo- 
crats as any of the people. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Did that organization you speak of mean anything more than the reform 
movement last year which formed a ticket, with Judge Carpenter at the head of it — 
was that it ? 

Answer. I think that was it. 

Mr. Van Trump. As some surprise has just been expressed that this item of testi- 
mony should have gotten out, I feel it proper to say, at this point, that lam in commu- 
nication with some gentlemen here, in order to be informed as to the facts in relation 
to the questions we are now investigating; and I have asked who this Mr. Cantrell 
was, and have stated that a negro named Julius Cantrell had stated in his testimony 
thatMr. Hazard Cantrell had advised him not to appear befoiethe committee, because 
he would be killed by the Ku Klux if he did. My puri)ose was to obtain the testimony 
of Mr. Hazard Cantrell to show the fact if it should turn out that that statement was 
not true. That is the manner in which that testimony got out. 

The Chairman. I made the inquiry for this reason ; These witnesses were brought 
by direction of the committee, given to Mr. Poinier and other gentlemen here, who 
were acquainted with their names, and as we have xnogressed one of the witnesses on 
the stand has disclosed the fact that Mr. L. M. Gentry has been disseminating the idea 
here that money was promised to the witnesses to come here and swear. My informa- 
tion, in addition, was that this Mr. Gentry was one of a committee appointed by tho 
democrats of this town to assist the member of the committee who represents that 
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party in tliis investifijatiou ; which was proper enough. To that I have no objection, 
that being the same kind of assistance which the members of the majority of the com- 
mittee solicited from the citizens here. But when Mr. Gentry so far forgot his duty 
.'ind what was due to the members of this committee, as to create the impression that 
authority had been given to buy up tho negroes' testimony, I felt that either the 
democrats who have put him on that committ ee sliould disavow such an ungentlemanly 
proceeding, or that he should take the odium of such a charge. 

Mr. Van Tuump. Assuming the statement of the Senator to be correct, I indorse 
Avery sentiment and every word of it. My communication with this committee has 
been entirely for the purpose of being aided in eliciting the truth in this investigation. 
If Mr. Gentry has, without a proper foundation, been guilty of this thing, no manwill 
condemn or denounce, more than myself, him or any other man who would undertake 
to make such an assertion improperly or without foundation. 

The Chairman, If there is any foundation for it I want to know it. I want Mr. 
Gentry here, and shall not be satislied until I have inquired where .he gets his infor- 
mation. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 14, 1871. 
DAVID R. DUNCAN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Qxiestion. VThere do you reside ? 
Answer, I reside near this town. 
Question. What is your occupation ? 

A7mve)\ I am a lawyer by profession ; I have resided in this State for about fifteen 
years. 

Question. You are a member of tho legislature of this State ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questio)!. The general duty devolved upon this committee is to inquire into the effi- 
ciency with which the laws are executed, and tho degree of security enjoyed for life, 
person and property in the late insurrectionray States. As w^e are now inquiring in 
reference to South Carolina, will you give us whatever information you have that will 
bear upon those subjects of inquiry relating to this State, or to this section of the 
State ? 

Amxcer. Do you wish a general statement of my knowledge ? 

Question. I can only ask the general question, for I have no knowledge of any special 
fact that you can give to the committee. 

Answer. 1 suppose you want my opinion and idea of the comlition of the country ? 

Question. The question itself indicates that we wish to know the degree of efficiency 
with which the laws are executed in this portion of the country, and the security en- 
joyed for life, person, and property. 

Anstcer, Personally, I have no knowledge at all of any instance in which the civil 
law has been obstructed. I have heard — and it is only what I have heard — that, in 
some districts, there has been complaint of the civil law having been obstructed in this 
State. A great deal has been said. Last winter, in the legislature, I heard a great 
many speeches by the members who were advocating martial law" there, saying that 
the civil law was obstructed ; but I haye never known any instances, personally, in 
which the civil officers were unable to carry out tho legal process in this county — in 
my own county. I know of no instance of that sort. The most recent, or that which 
is fresh in my mind now, is a case which happened down some seven or eight miles 
from this place, at General Bates's. I believe Mr. Irwin was the trial justice 

Qiiestion. He has given us a full account of that. That relates simply to the service 
of process. IIow far has the law been violated, and life and property disturbed, with- 
out any measures being taken to arrest the criminal ? 

Answer. I have heard of a . good many cases where parties were whipped, and the re- 
port has generallj^ been that it was by parties unknown, or parties in disguise. I have 
not heard of any arrests being made, except in that ease of General Bates. I remem- 
ber, last winter, one or two republicans called on mo when I came up from Columbia 
during the recess of the legislature, to know if we could not devise some means to stop 
these whippings — these outrages, as they were called — and I told them that if the par- 
ties could be found out, the officers or the sherifi'here wonld arrest them without hesi- 
tation ; that I did not think there would be such an opposition to it as would deter the 
officers of the law from making arrests, but the trouble was to find out the x)arties who 
perpetrated these acts. 

Question. Did you apprehend any difficulty, supposing they were arrested, in procur- 
ing witnesses who knew anything against them to appear and testify, or from encount' 
ering in the jury-box members of their own organization ? 
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Answer. That will be, Senator, altogether conjecture on my part. I have no data 
upon which to found an opinion upon that question, which I would like to stand by ; 
it would be merely my opinion. 

Question. Is there no terrorism prevailing in this county, such as would prevent wit- 
nesses from testifying to what they know, or which has prevented the people from 
here from denouncing these men who are guilty of the whippings ? 

Ansmr. I think there are many instances — I have no doubt there are many cases — 
in which parties from timidity would not denounce those who had appeared disguised, 
not knowing who they were, for fear of some bodily harm, or of something being done 
to them ; but as to any general terrorism I do not think it exists. I do not think there 
is anything of the kind. 

Questmi. Have you not yourself expressed the apprehension that if you denounced 
these men who whipped these negroes you would yourself be running some risk in 
doing so 1 

Ansu'€i\ I cannot recall any expression of that sort. I may have said something of 
the kind. I think I have said something of this sort — that, as I said just now, when 
called upon by parties to assist in bringing about a better state of things and quiet in 
the county, I did not know who to approach on the subject. 

Question. Were you fearful that you might encounter some of the very men who were 
in this organization ? 

Answer. I never thought there was such a general organization in the county or in 
the State, which had for its object a specific thing — any x)articular thing ; I think that 
these outrages and outbreaks have been in localities, and that the cause in each locality 
has been for things confined to that locality. 

Question. What has been the exciting cause for this locality, this county ? 

Answer. I think — and this is merely my opinion — that the first excitement in this 
county was produced by the forming of volunteer companies, and I believe that Gov- 
ernor Scott thinks so now himself. I talked with him several times last winter. I 
think he thinks so. 

Question. Were they ever armed in this county ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; the negroes were n5t. Two or three companies in Union County 
and one company out on the road were armed. 

Question. You say these things are owing to causes in different localities. I ask as 
to this particular locality, and the causes operating here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; just prior to the election we had a great deal of excitement about 
the formation of volunteer companies. They formed a volunteer company in this 
village, and made application to be received, and they were not received ; but one or 
two colored companies were received. That created some excitement. I do not 
mention this by way of justification, but as a cause. 

Qttcstion. Were not the white people prior to that time actually armed ? 

Answer. I expect most of the men who were able to own pistols or guns had them,. 
as they always have had in this countrj^ i^rior to the war. it would be rare to find a 
family in which a man had not a shot-gun. 

Question. Had there not been any apprehension expressed of violence in the election 
of 1868, or of violence following the election ? ^ 

Answer. I do not remember now, in this county. I had nothing to do with politics 
then at all. 

Question. What was the ground then given for declining to accept the company 
formed here into State militia 1 
Answer. There was no reason given at all. 
Question. Do you know what the reason was? 

Ansice)'. No, sir; I was not in town; I was out at my place. I was told the next 
morning when I came in. I was waited upon by some gentlemen and asked if I would 
act as captain of a company which had been formed. I declined then and told them I 
had had enough of companies and everything of that sort during the war ; that I was 
sick and tired of it, and begged to be excused. They insisted, and I finally said that 
I would write down to the governor and send a list, and act nominally as captain for 
the present, and they could organize afterward. All I did was to send down the list 
of the company, by express, to the secretary of state. I never received any reply one 
way or the other. 

Question. That company was refused arms, was it ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I received no reply at all. 

Question. Was an application made for arms ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And there was no reply? 
Answer. No, sir. 

. Question. Was it not a fact, whether given as a reason or not for refusing arms or 
declining to answer, that all the persons, or a majority of those in that company, had 
been in the confederate service ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I expect that most of them had, except those who were too young 
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during the war. It was made up of the young men here in the village. I was vei^ 
glad myself that arms were not issued, and it would have been a great deal better it 
no arms at all had been issued. 

Question. Was not the reason given for the formation of these negro com])anies that 
violence against them was apprehended at the polls, and this was intended for self- 
I)rotecfcion,* whether the real reason or not I do not ask ; but was not that the reason 
given ? " 

Answer. I never heard any reason given by the republican party. I only heard in 
Columbia last winter that it was simply done for the election, for the time of the 
election. 

Question. Thaf was the charge against the governor? 
Jnstver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Arming the black men ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chair:man : 

Qiiestion. But did not the governor and his friends give as a reason that violence 
was apprehended against the negroes at the election ? 
Answer. 1 do not remember whether that was so or not. 

Question. But whether so or not, in this particular county the arms were not actually 
given out to the negroes ? 

Answer. No, sir, they were not ; I never heard of any being given out until after— I 
do not know what time — last winter ; but after the election some arms were sent up, 
but never generally distributed, only a few of them, and some of those I understood 
were given out to members of the other party, the democratic party. That was the 
time we had some excitement here. 

Question. Had the arms actually been sent here before the election at all ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think they were sent just before the election ; but General Wiu- 
smith said to me that he did not give them out, and did not intend to. 

Question. They were in his charge all the time ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I coincided with him and told him I thought he was doing very 
right, and ought not to give them out. I think that, coupled with the election law. 
produced more excitement in this county, or was really the basis and at the bottom of 
the excitement that first- commenced here. I think that prior to that, a few days be- 
fore the last election, this county since the war would compare favorably with any 
other in the State. 

Question. I understand that these disturbances have occurred only since about Octo- 
ber last ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think, Mr. Duncan, at this time, that during the past few months 
iiny man could have actively denounced and taken measures to arrest these Ku-Klux 
in this county and have felt no apprehension for his personal safety ? 

Ansivo'. That would depend very much upon the man. I think it would take a man 
of more than ordinary courage to do it. 

Question. Have you felt willing or at liberty to do it yourself? 

Ansiver. If I had been called upon by the sheriff to act as one of his posse to assist 
in arresting men, I sl\ould have done so. 

Question. But outside of that have you felt at liberty, actively and openly, to de- 
nounce their proceedings ^ 

Ansiver. I have, on all occasions where I have had an opportunity, speaking with 
prominent men from different sections of the county here, told them I thought that 
not only as a matter of politjy but i)rinciple, the prominent citizens of this county 
ought to put down these things, and stop them. I addressed a communication to the 
paper from the legislature last winter, which was signed by the members -^vho were 
there. .1 wrote the article myself, which they indorsed, calling upon the citizens to 
stop them. 

Mr. Stevensox. I have that card here, and will show it to yoxi. 
The Witness. I recognize that. I wrote it myself. It is as follows : 

[Trom the Carolina Spartan, Spartanburgli, Soutk Carolina, January 26, 1871.] 

" F. M. Trimmier, Esq., 

Editor Carolina Spartwii : 
" We have read with gratification your editorial in the issue of your paper of the 12th 
iustaut, with reference to the resolution unanimously passed by the i)ublic meeting 
held on sales-day of January, for the purpose of taking into consideration the outrages 
which have recently occurred in portions of our county. We would heartily indorse 
your suggestion that the people of Spartanburgh County hold sub-meetings for the 
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purposes con torn]:].! ted in tho resolution referred to, AYbich meetings should be com- 
posed of all citir^ens, without reference to political opinion or past differences, 
embracing all who have an interest in tho quiet and good order of the county. Surely 
this is no time to discuss past records. It is folly to engage in crimination and 
recrimination. Let those who are wholly innocent cast the first stone. A genuine 
and abiding peace can be attained only by the restoratdon of mutual confidence and 
trust between all classes, aud wo are sure this can be accomplished through the meet- 
ings of the citizens as suggested. As far as the executive can contribute to this end 
by the appointment of good officers to administer the laws, he has given us 
assurances of his intention^to do so. We know that the good people of Spartanburgh 
County will join, irrespective of party, in an earnest support of the law and its officers 
in the legitimate discharge of their duties. In the discharge of this high duty ifte 
citizens cannot afford to be circumscribed by party lines or fettered by party sympathies. 
Let us all rise in this hour above the atmosphere which surrounds the partisan, and 
the work is already accomplished. We would reiterate your suggestions, and submit 
what we have said" to the serious and honest consideration of our fellow-citizens, feeling 
assured that it will be received in the spirit in which we have written, in all sincerity 
and honesty of T)urpose. 

''JOEL FOSTER. 
'^D. 11. DUNCAN. 
" R. M. SMITH. 
"J. L. WOFFORD. 
"J. BANKS LYLE. 

" CoLUMBLV, January 18, 1871." 

The Witness. Seeing the beginning of that article reminds me of the fact that 
when we were up during the recess a negro man down at Pacolet was killed. 

By ]Mr. Yan Truimp : 
Question, Johnson ? 

Ansiccr, Yes, sir, Johnson ; and there was a good deal of excitement here in the 
village about it. I think, so far as my observation went, it was universally condemned 
here in the town, and on the following sales-day, which was a few days afterward, I 
went around here and asked the common citizens who come from the country, if they 
would not assemble in tho court-house where we would have a meeting, and take 
some steps to put down this thing. I proposed some resolutions and they were agreed 
to. It 'was suggested that the paper call upon the people of the county to form 
associations in different sections of the county, aud to prepare similar resolutions. 
Tho object in my ow^n mind was to create a public sentiment. 

' By the Chairman : 

Qu<;8tion. Were such associations formed throughout the county? 
Answe7\ I heard of only one or two meetings. This was Monday, and I went down 
Tuesday to the legislature, and remained two months. 

Question. Did they ever do anything but pass resolutions ? 
Ansiver. I never heard of any measures. 

Qucsiion. They never took any active steps to ferret out these parties? 

Answci\ None that I know of. It was a thing very hard to do, I could imagine. 
We were puzzled somewhat down there to know what measures to devise. 

Question. Have you the idea that if i)ublic sentiment w^as really against crimes of 
this kind, where thirty or forty men collected in neighborhoods sparsely settled, that a 
party actively following them could not track them, or that you could not find who 
made their disguises, and where they assembled, and trace them out ? 

Ansiver, I think parties who lived in that locality might do that if they were on the 
spot or near there, but I can see very well how a dozen or twenty men could go to a 
man's house off in the country, in disguise, and pei"petrate some violence ui)on him and 
get off under cover of the darkness and not be discovered, and that act would be con- 
demned by the whole settlement. 

Question, But where thirty or forty such cases occurred in a whole county and 
nobody i-s arrested, can it be accounted for in any way except it be that there is no active 
public sentiment that works against them ? 

Answer, I do think it is remarkable that no one has been discovered. 

Question. Was this card that you spoke of after the withdrawal of the contestants 
for the seats in the legislature from this county ? 

Ansiver. 1 do not remember; you can tell by the date. 

By Sir. Stevenson : 
Question, It is dated the 18th of January. 

Answer. It is. I did not remember the date, but it seems to me it was before that. 
I could refresh my memory by looking at the papers. 



876 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



By the Ciiairmax : 

Question. At that time, when the republicans were contestants for the seats, I believe 
you were one of the members ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. When they withdrew was there not a pledge given that active measures 
would be taken to suppress these disorders ? Did not Mr. Lyle give that pledge for 
his portion of the county at the time the republican contestants withdrew from the 
contest for your seats ? 

Answer. I do not know that it was at that time or that that thing had anything to 
do with it. 

Question. I refer to that as fixing the time. Was it not then stated and that pledge 
given ? 

Answer. I do not remember at what time Captain Lyle and Colonel Foster came up 
from Columbia aud held the meeting at Limestone Township, but they did come up 
and attend a public meeting and tried to stop these outrages. I cannot fix the date. 

Question. Did you not urge the friends of the republican contestants for seats in the 
legislature to use their influence and have the contest withdrawn, giving the assur- 
ance that these disturbances would be put down in the county ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not in that way. I can state fully on that iioint, I think, because 
that contest made a deep impression on my mind. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. State all about it. 

Answei\ In the contest for the democratic members' seats the protest charged 
that the democratic members apd their friends had tampered with the boxes; 
that they had robbed the boxes. That thing created a good deal of excitement, I 
said to some of the republican members in whom I had confidence and who I had every 
reason to believe were my friends, that the parties Avho charged that knev/ it not to be 
true ; that it was being done simi)ly to work upon the credulity and ignorauce of the 
colored portion of the legislature to carry a point in that way, and by so doing they 
were just simply irritating public sentiment and creating an excitement for nothing ; 
that I would rather resign my seat and give up my place in the legislature; that I did 
not desire to go there at the expense of having the country aroused and excited ; that 
I would infinitely prefer that they should have their seats, but so long as 1 was there 
I felt disposed, since so serious a charge had been made, to meet it. But no arrange- 
ment was ever made and no conditinu precedent was ever made. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I am not putting this in form as a condition precedent, but for the purpose 
of fixing a time after which they might reasonably expect these disorders to cease. I 
do not know that it entered into it. 

Answer. I had at all times before and after last January said to several members — I 
think I said it several times to Dr. Cummings — that I was always ready to do anj^thing 
in my power to stop these outrages. 

Question. The fact of that contest being made and causing excitement, I put the 
question to follow it with this one. After the contest was withdrawn did these out- 
rages still go on in this county ? 

Ansicer. I think man 3^ of them occurred in this county. 

Question. After the contest was withdrawn ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and I could never see Avhy. I had often wondered why, as this 
county had a large democratic majority, it should be so. It was a source of wonder. 
I remarked frequently that I thought it ought to be the most quiet county in the State. 

Question. After the legislature was organized did not Governor Scott, at the instance 
of the members of the legislature, remove most of the trial justices against whom no 
complaint had been made in this county ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; I spoke of that in that letter, I think. 

Question. As a member of the legislature did you make the request for the removal 
of any that were complained of? 

Answer. This was the arrangement ; they rather put mo forward as spokesman. We 
waited upon Governor Scott, and he remarked to us that he could not be expected after 
the election to turn out republican officers where they were competent and put in men who 
did not belong to his party. I said to him, " Governor, we will make out a list and I will 
promise you ray word that wherever there is a republican who is competent to fill this 
office we will recommend him to be appointed by you, and if we can find intelligent 
and competent republicans in the countj^ to discharge the duties of trial justices in all 
the townships we will put all republicans ; we Avill not ask you to do what under 
similar circumstances we would not do ourselves.'^ He said, That was very fair." We 
, did put them down on the list ; we retained those trial justices we thought were com- 
petent who were republicans, and for the rest we recommended others who had cooper- 
ated with the democratic party. 
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Question. Did he adopt your recommendations ? 
Aimcer. Yes, sir; I think all were appointed. 
Question. All that you recommended were appointed ? 

Ansicci', lie struck out one ; but before the adjournment of the legislature ap- 
pointed him. 

Question. Did the outrages still continue after that -^-as done ? 
Answer. I heard of cases of whipping after that was done. 

Question. So that the contested election had ceased and the trial justices complained 
of had been removed and those you recommended substituted and still the outrages 
went on ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. After that, was there any local cause of complaint here, the election hav- 
ing been disposed of, the trial justices removed so far as they were obnoxious and 
incompetent i 

Answer. Nothing to keep up an excitement further than some bills, some measures 
that were passed by the legislature which seemed to produce general excitement ovei 
the whole State and which was the cause of this tax-payers' convention. 

Question, Those causes would be operative over the whole State as well as this 
county ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But were there causes especially applicable to this county to account for 
these whippings continuing after the local causes were removed ? 
Answer. I eanuot recall any now. 

Question. Then, so far as I understand you, the condition of the county is that for all 
ordinary oJffenses, such as the violations of the rights of property by crimes like lar- 
ceny, arson, &c., your courts afford an adequate remedy? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Of all enforcement of civil rights between man and man, your courts afford 
adequate remedy ? 
Answer. I think so, unquestionably. 
Question. And those cases are generally prosecuted? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The only cases that are not prosecuted and the parties not brought to jus- 
tice, let the obstacle be what it may, is this class of crimes committed by disguised 
men? 

Ansieer. Yes, sir. I believe, Senator, that since the passage of the bill by Congress, 
called the Ku-KIux bill, process could be served in this county. I think there has 
been sueh a reaction, and I only think so on account of this matter down at Bates's, 
that I spoke of. That is the first instance in which parties were arrested for being in 
disguise. I am disposed to think that there is a considerable change in the feeling 
and sentiment ; I think a reaction. 

Question. Have you any doubt tha,t these outrages by persons in disguise were com- 
mitted in pursuance of an organized system among the people committing them ? 

Answer. I think there are organizations, although I do not think they emanate from 
any general head or anything of the sort. I think they are in different localities, that . 
they were confined to different localities. I mean by that, that an outrage committed, 
for instance down at Woodruff 's or Cross Anchor, would not be committed by virtue 
of anything done in the ux)per end of the county, any order or anything of the sort. 
I. do not believe it is general. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that members of this organization go across the 
lines into North Carolina, and come from North Carolina into this State ? 

Answer. I think that is true. 

Question. How do you account for that if the causes are entirely local ? 
Ansicer. I suppose that of course they have the means of communicating w^ith each 
other. 

Question. They recognize feach other, and communicate with each other? 

Answer. I suppose so. It is merely a conjecture upon my part ; I have no personal 
knowledge, and in these remarks I depend upon conjecture. I am not speaking from 
pereonal knowledge of my own. I have never seen a man in disguise in my life — I 
mean of this class. 

By Mr. Van Tjru^mp : 

Question. As between the two States may not the particular locality belong to both 
States, being on the border— one visiting the other? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I think that the majority, of coiirso not all of them, but the ma- 
jority of these cases have occurred contiguous to the borders of the State. I think 
that is true of North Carolina and of this State. I do not call any others to mind 
now but the outrages that I have heard of, and it seems tome that most of them have 
been at points more remote from the center. 
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By the Chairman : 

Question. Woukl yonr idea that it is a mere local cause aud operation be changed if 
yon were satisfied that members of this organization in Limestone Township, Spartan- 
burgh County, South Carolina, had been active in the raid made in the town of Kuther- 
fordton, North Carolina, upon the office of the llutherfordton Star, that they had par- 
ticipated in the destruction of that office and the whipping of Mr. Justice, at liuther- 
fordton, North Carolina f 

Answer. That would look very much like a general understanding, if that was true ; 
I do not know that it was so. 

Question. I put that as a hypothetical case. My information is that two of yo\ir 
citizens have Mr. Justice's pistols, which they took from him on that night — citizens 
of Limestone Township. 

A7mvcr. I had not heard of that. 

By Mr. Stevekson : 

Question. You speak of those offenses occurring generally near the State line. Had 
you not forgotten the Unionville raid, which was the greatest that ever occurred in this 
State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was rather, so to speak, an extraordinary affair. 
Question. It was done by disguised men I 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Understood to be Ku-Klux? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In this card which you published — I understand you wrote it yourself? 
Answer. Yes, sir. « 

Question. There is a passage here I would like to know the meaning of It says : 

" Surely this- is no time to discuss past records. It is folly to engage in crimination 
and recrimination ; let those who are wholly innocent cast the first stone." 

I asked Mr. Rei^resentative Smith what that meant, and he said he did not know ; 
that he did not write it ; that you wrote it. I would like to know its meaning. 

Answer. I meant simply this : the campaign, prior to the election for the governor- 
ship, was very bitter. Mr. Carpenter had stumped every county, and we had had mass- 
meetings of both parties in every county, and in some of the counties two or three 
mass-meetings, and the political excitement was very high. Of course there was 
abuse on both sides and bitterness, and referring to the discussion of past records I 
addressed it to the x^eople of this county particularly, for this reason, that tlie two can- 
didates of the republican party during the campaign were the representatives of the 
democrats the year before in the legislature, and they had not gone over to the repub- 
lican party, or did not avow themselves publicly as republicans until after the nomi- 
nation for representatives, and the people were disposed to abuse them and bear down 
on them for being what they called turn-coats and renegades, and deserting their 
colors and all that. 

Question. Scalawags? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; but that they did it simply to get position, for they were their rep- 
resentatives in the legislature during two years, and we were sent back in tlieir places. 
They did not get the nomination at the democratic nominating convention. 

Question. Did they not take a very poor plan to get office by going over from the 
democratic party in this county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it turned out so. It was with reference to them that I said that. 

Question. Was not your intention a little broader? Was it not to let the past go and 
to endeavor to prevent outrages in the future, not to have any prosecutions ; at least 
you did not mean to ai)ply this to any prosecutions for what had already been done ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I did not have any such meaning. 

Question. You say, " Let those wholly innocent cast the first stone." Was nobody 
innocent to cast the first stone ? 

Answer. I alluded there to this bitterness of the campaign. I wrote that piece, I 
assure you, in all candor and fairness. 

Question. I do not mean to say it would not be candid and in a good spirit. 

Answer. It was a honafide appeal. I earnestly desired, above all things in the county, 
that order should prevail and the laws be executed. 

Question. I desire to get at the state of jiublic sentiment at the time as shadowed 
forth hy your card. Do yon believe you could h.ave got the general cooperation 
of the leading citizens of this county in an attempt to unearth and prosecute and 
convict members of the Ku-Klux Klan, be they who they may, in the then existing 
state of public sentiment in this county ? 

Ansiver. 1 do not believe it could have been, taking into consideration the irritating 
causes that existed. 

Question. Do you believe that the state of public sentiment is such now that the 
leading influential men in the county would join in a determined effort to prosecute 
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and convict members of the Ku-Klnx Klan, be they whom they may be, for what they 
have done in the past, their murders, whippings, and other outrages ? 

Answer, I do not think you coukl get the citizens to turn out en masse generally to 
hunt up these men, but I think that if a party, say A should go before a trial justice 
antl swear that C came to his house and committed a murder or whipped him, and the 
sheriff should receive the warrant, I think you could get a posse of good citizens who 
wonld assist in arresting him. 

Question. That is as to the execution of the law ; but I am speaking of the voluntary 
efforts of citizens to unearth and prosecute these men. 

Answer. I think they would feel that it is the business of the officers of the law to 
go and hunt them up. " I am not going to put myself in the business," they wonld say. 

Question . But there are stages when lawlessness overleaps all ordinary execution of 
the law, and this seems to have l^een the case in this county. Suppose you should 
wake up one morning and find on(? of your first citizens, for instance — to make an ex- 
treme case — suppose that 'Mr. Bobo had been killed during the uight, mysteriously 
murdered, and there was no clew to find out who did it, don't you thiuk there would be 
an extraordinary effort to ascertain who had done that, and more thau the mere officers 
of the law would interest themselves in the matter ? 

Answer. I think it would create a good deal of excitement if a man were murdered 
here. I thiuk it would create a good deal of excitement here in town if an unknown 
party were killed. 

Question. I put this as an extreme case. 

Answer. I will mention one that occurred within twelve months, just in sight of 
town, at a blacksmith-shop. A negrrt was shot about 8 o'clock at night. No one saw 
the deed done. They just heard him halloo. They raised the whole town, and the next 
day there w as a great deal of excitement ; parties were out everywhere. Several were 
arrested on suspicion and the court -house was filled with lookers-on to hear the testi- 
mony. The magistrate called in one or two lawyers to assist him. Ho asked me to 
examine some of the witnesses. Two or three persons were taken up and committed, 
but no one was convicted or found. 

• Question. Still there was an extraordinary effort made there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why is it that when an outrage is committed, as soon as it is ascertained 
that it was done by men in disguise all effort seems to cease |is if men Avere j)aralyzed i 

Answer. I think the fact that they were in disguise would answer that. A man would 
not know Avhere to go or who to follow, who to take up. Members of the legislature asked 
me last winter, "When a man is whipped or killed why can't the whole country turn 
out the next day ? If I was there, it seems as if I could track them and follow them 
and find out Avho they were." But I confess I do not see how it could be done without 
the whole country were to turn out en masse. It is easy for a party of men, as the 
Senator said awhile ago. A party went from Limestone to Rutherfordton and perpe- 
trated an outrage there, but I do not see how they could track them up and find them 
out and arrest them. I do not understand that it is said that the whole of any party 
was from any particular locality. 

Question. There must bo somebody in the local neighborhood to aid in the perform- 
ance of the deed. What I wRuted to get at was whether the public mind had reached 
that stage where the citizens were willing to take hold of this matter and unearth and 
prosecute ? 

Ansicer. I think I can say this: that it is nearer that now than it ever has been 
before ; since the passage of this act of Congress I think the public sentiment is nearer 
that point than it has been since the election. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Mr. Stevensou asked you whether the words which I will read to you from 
that card or address were not intended by you to be a kind of immunity for the past 
offenses of the Ku-Klux ? ' • 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Immunity so far as the writers are concerned ? 

Answer. I beg leave to state that I was not authorized by the Ku-Klux to extend 
immunity to anybody. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. " Surely this is no time to discuss past records. It is folly to engage iii 
crimination and recrimination." Now, Ku-Klux nor nobody else can well get into a 
Btate of crimination and recrimination, being only one party. 

Answer. I was merely using the language of Mr. W^ebster, which you will remember: 
"Let those who are wholly innocent cast the first stone." 

Question. Mr. Stevenson seems to think that your desire was, so far as the past 
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offenses of Ku-Klnx were concerned, they should be huricd and past. Was that your 
your meaning ? 

Answer. No, sir. I did not understand the gentleman to mean that. 

Mr. Stevenson. I did not mean to express any suspicion that that was his desire, 
but that that was the meaning of that card. It might be thought that that was the 
best he could do under the circumstances. 

Mr. Van Tkump. Then it was a mere question of construction between you and 
the writer ? 

Mr. Stevenson. Yes, sir. 

By ;Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. This was intended, I suppose, to apply to political matters between the 
two parties — charges on one side and back charges on the other ? 

Ansicer. I just meant this, and nothing more than this: That the political storm- 
cloud had burst in October and passed away, and now let us forget everything con- 
nected with it. 

Question. With that view I am not certain but that you are the first discoverer of 
what is called the new departure " in the democratic party. 
Answer. I tell you I am a new-departure "-man. 

Question. Were you a inember of the legislature when you sent to the executive 
dei^artment your notification of a company formed here and requesting arms ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you a practicing lawyer well known in Columbia ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was in the legislature of 18C5-'66. 
Question. Governor Scott and you were acquainted ? 
Answer. I had met him once. 

Question. How about the secretary of state ? Did he know who you were? 
Answe7\ I merely knew him. 

Question. Anyhow, you never received any reply to that coraniuuication ? 
Answer. None at all. • 

Question. You say no arms, with the exeception of a very few, were distributed 
among the negro militia of this county, to your knowledge ? 
Answe)'. None were distributed to the militia as a company or body. 
Question. A few were distributed to somebody else ? 

Answer. So I heard. I was in Columbia. None were distributed to negro militia iu 
this county, and I do not think they wanted, them. 

Question. Was there an arsenal of arms in this county ? 

Answer. I heard there were a few boxes of guns sent here. I don't know how 
many. 

Question. Sent to General Winsmith ? 
Aiiswcr. Yes, sir ; he was the brigadier general. 
Question. You did not fix the time ? 
Answe)'. No, sir. 

Question. Was it not before the election ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. I rihow you a receipt of General J. C. Winsmith, printed on page 609 of the 
governor's message and accompanying documents, 1870, and ask you to state its date , 
and the number of guns mentioned there. 

Answer. This is dated the 23d of September. The election really was on the 19th 
of October. 

Question. How many guns, &c., are receipted for by General Winsmith ? 

Answer. One hundred and ninety-two riflc-mu8kets ; 192 bayonets and scabbards; 
192 tompions ; 192 screw-drivers and wrenches; 192 brush-wipers; 48 tumbler-punches; 
192 cartridge-boxes; 192 cartridge-box belts; 192 cap-pouches; 192 waist-belts and 
plates; 192 gun-sliu^s ; 10 arm-chests ; 5,000 rounds of ammunition. The last article 
reminds me of the difficulty I encountered in arguing with our people that they ought 
not to become excited because they were issuing arms ; that we ought to repress any 
feeling of that sort ; that I thought this was intended merely for the election, and 
the thing would die away, and the negroes would never use the arms in an imi^roper 
manner. But I was met with this argument by the people : " Who iu the world, in a 
time of profound peace, thought buck and ball would be needed for militia?" They 
could not understand that. I do not think there would have been so much excitement 
if that ammunition had been withheld, and if the arms had been issued merely fo drill 
with. The people seemed to think it meant something else besides drilling. 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. It meant business ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You think the bayonet is not feared so much as the bullet ? 
Answer. No^ sir. 
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By Mr. Van Tr.mrp: 

Question. \Vliil{^ none of these arms were put in the hrinds of the negroes, is it not a 
fac t thjit, in nearly all the counties of the State, they were actually armed with a large 
amount of ammunition accompanying the arms? 

Aniiwer. I believe that is so, sir. 

Qm->itiou. The chairman asked you ^vhether the men enrolled in your company had 
not all been in the confedernte army ; you replied nearly all ; can any other state of 
facts exist here ; -Nvero not nearly all your able-bodied men within the proper age in the 
confederate army ? 

Aih^nrr. It was pretty clean sweeping here, I think. I think there were a good many 
young men who were boys during tlie war, and were not iji the army. 

()m\siion. I suppose you, beiug a southern man, do not know whether in the Xorth i\ 
large armed force could or couhl not be raised, without including a considerable number 
of soldiers who had been in the Federal Army ? 

Ausu'tr. No, sir ; I do not know. 

Qncfftwn. The chairman, by wny of fixing a point of time, asks you whether this card 
of yours was not issued as a sort of condition that the republican members Avho were 
contesting your seats should withdraw that contest? 

The CiiAiKMAX. I did not put it as a condition. 

Answer. I understood the Senator to say alterwards he did not mean it as a condition 
precedent. 

QKC'siwu. "Was there ever a suggestion made by you or any of the parties connected 
with tlnit contest that you w^ould issue that card upon condition that they would with- 
draw from the contest? 

Answer. No, sir; none of the contestants ever said a word about writing the card or 
knew I was going to write it; I never spoke to them about it. 

Question. AVas any such idea in your mind in getting up that card as the withdrawal 
of these republican contestants of your seat ? 

An,iwer. Not the remotest. 

Qucsiion. You say the fust arrest of actual Ku-Klux was in Bates's case? 
Answer. Yes, sir; of persons in disguise. 

Queslion. What has been the reason there have been no arrests; w^as it because no- 
body was known as a Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I have never heard of any one coming forward and swearing to disguised 
persons, except in that case. I believe General Bates's family swore to some parties, 
and they were arrested. He did not sw^ear himself, but some of his familj^ did. 

Question. Were they arrested ? 

Answer. The parties were arrested under the law which was passed by the legislature 
last winter, punishing persons caught in disguise. 

Question. In your opinion, has there been a state of things in this connty, since the 
passage of that law, that where an afBdavit has been made identilying persons as 
having been in disguise and having committed an act of violence, they w^ould not be 
arrested ? 

Answer. I have never had reason to think they would not bo aiTcsted. I know of no 
othcer but would have-proceeded, upon the proper affidavit having been made, to 
attempt it at any rate, whether he succeeded or not. I do not see the reason why he 
would not, as in the case of Bates. I do not see why ho should not for that or any mur- 
der committed. 

Question. You. do not know of any more reasons applying than in an ordinary murder 

case ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think there was a feeling last month among the officers of the law, 
if affidavits were made to test the thing. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Was there not such an apprehension of consequences as deterred people 
from making complaint, during several months ? 

Answer. I think it is true that negroes who may have been whipped would bo afraid 
to inform, not from fear that the parties could not be arrested, but that the proof could 
not be made. 

Question. For fear of consequences to themselves for attempting it, from some of these 
disguised men ? 

Answci\ I think it is very probable that would he the case. They are an ignorant 
class and very timid ; they have very little personal courage. 
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SrAiiTAXBUKGii, South Carolina, July 14, 1871. 
GEORGE W. HAMILTON LEGG sworn and examined. 

By the Ciiaiiimax : 
Q}testion. AVliere do you live ? 
Answer, In this xdaee. 
Question, How h)ng liave yon lived here ? 

Answer. I was born in the county and have resided here. I am fifty-six years of age. 
I have resided here all the time except four years in my youth, when an infant, in 
Virginia. 

Question. What is your occupation ? 

Answer, ]My last regular occupation was farming. I have been a merchant. I am 
not engaged in any special business at tliis time. 

Question, Give to the committee any knowledge you have w^hich will enable them to 
determine the ethcieney with which the laws are executed in this State, and the degree 
of security enjoyed for life, person, and property. 

Answer, As to the efficiency with wdiich the laws have been executed, I should say 
that the laws, within the last few years, have not been well executed in this ])lace, foV 
the want of good officers. We have had bad officers. That is the great misfortun(\ 
Since the reorganization of our government, our county has been' eursed with very 
inefficient officers. 

Question. AVhat class of officers ? 

Answer, The magisterial class. 

Question. Do you refer to yonr county officers ? 

Answer. I refer to the county officers and to the want of confidence in the officers 
generally of the State. I say the inefficiency of the county officers in this State hits 
been one of the causes of the failure in executing the laws. 

Question, To what extent has there been a failure in this county, and in what class 
of cases f 

Answa\ So far as the law is concerned, in all cases that have been brought up that 
came within iny knowledge, there has been no resistance to the law. I wish you to 
understand me; I speak of the incompetencj" of the officers. 

Question. Wiiat class of officers ? 

Answer. To the magistrates of the county; they are not competent magistrates. 
Question, Any others ? 

Answer, And the constabulary appointed by those magistrates. They have been 
inefficient and ignorant. 

Question, Do you refer to any other judicial tribunals ? 

Answer, So far as the clerk antl sheriff, and judge of probate are concerned, those 
officers have generally been good officers, Vv^ell qualified for their duties, and have dis- 
charged their duties efficiently, and, so far as I know, without any resistance whatever. 

Question. Where has there been any failure ? Have there been unjust decisions, or 
want of decisions, ])y the magistrates If 

Answer, The class of men appointed to the offices. The first officers appointed under 
the present government, since the reorganization of the government, were called mag- 
istrates. 

Qjiestion. All those you have spoken of are elective officers ? 

Answer, The constitution says they are elective, but they were not elected; they 
were appointed by the governor. 

Question, I speak of those of which there was no complaint—the sheriff, judge, and 
commissioners. You do not complain of them ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. It is the officers who are appointed that you complain of? 
Ansxver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Take the magistrates. Have they decided unjustly in the cases before 
them, or been unable altogether to discharge the duties of their offices ? 

Answer. I think I can answer that question by saying that from the general rumor 
through the country, their decisions have, in very many cases, not been just. They 
have been oppressive. They are ignorant and wholly unfit, a great many of them, for 
the positions to which they have been appointed. 

Question. Has party spirit entered into that question a good deal? 

Ansicer, In what respect ? 

Question, Those officers who, you say, are all good and of w^hom no comx)laint is made 
are all democrats elected by the people of this county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Ami those appointed, and of whom complaint is made, are all republicans? 

Answer. Yes, sir. But hold on ; I am not complaining. I am speaking of the ofibnses 
of the officers some time x)reviously, not bringing it down to the i)resent moment. 

Question. That being the case, I put the question : does not party spirit enter in a - 
considerable degree into these complaints ? 
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Jnsurr. I do not tliink it does, sir. 

Quesliou. Yon tliink thoy an^ entirely free from it ? 

AnsirtT. I cannot think so, .'^r. 

Question. There is no i^arty spirit in this connty, is there ? 
Aiffiim'. O, yes, sir. 

OiH'sfioif. V)Ut you think it (Iocs not enter into these complaints in regard to magis- 
trates if 

Answer. It enters intp complaints ah^nt them. Let me understand you. You thiuiC 
tlie complaint is because they are repulJieans ? 

Question. I want to know if tliat has anything to do with the com})laints at all ? 

Atffiiccr. No, sir, not materially. The great craises of complaint, as I stated, are 
their want of (^upacity, their imliiciency, and their want of character. That is what 
I meant to say. Now there have been some republicans here who have discharged 
their duties, I think, honestly. I have no doubt about that, but I am speaking of tho 
great bulk of oflicers ii])pointed. 

Qnisthn. Avo wc to take it that, in this county of Ppartauburgh, where you say 
there is party spirit, none of tliat party spirit has entered into this discrimination— 
your full indorsement of all the men you elected, and your complaint of all those who 
are ai)i)oiuted ? 

An-mrr. Understand me. The men elected were elected by the democratic party, the 
reform party, latterly by the reform party. I do not pretend to say but what they 
wei'e elected by party, and party interest and feeling elected them. 

Question. Have you arrived at such a state of purity hero that you are not disposed 
to cover over the faults of your party candidates? 

Answer. ^len of all parties have felt it, no doubt. 

Question. Do you think these appointees of this republican government are not to 
some extent affected by party spirit in regard to the charges made against them f 
Answer. I do not know how I can answer you. 

Question. I cannot make it any plainer, if you cannot understand it after all this 
colloquy. Do you know any cases in which the laws have not been executed, or do you 
know any cases wIrmc trial justices have decided unjustly? 

Ansn-er. I have heard of numy cases. 

Qnesiiou. Do you know of any instance yourself? 

Answer. I cannot at this moment cite you to a special case, but many cases have been 
reported through the county. 

Question. You live in the countj' town ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many trial justices are there here? 
Answer. In the lirst place there are five magistrates. 

Question. Are there just as likely to be as many cases before the magistrates in a 
county town as in the country townships ? 
Answer, ^'es, sir; generally more. 
Question. Yet you cannot recall one case ? 

Ansirer. I recollect that many cases were reported where they had decided an injus- 
tice had been doiu>, but I cannot lay my hand upon any. 

Question. Did you ever know a case to be decided anywhere in which one party did 
not complain ? 

Answer. I expect there have been many such cases. 

Question. Did you ever know a case tried, either before a magistrate or any court, in 
which, after the decision, one side did not complain ? 

Ansirer. 1 cannot say with reference to that, because I cannot tell ; but I have heard 
of cases being decided where there was no complaint, but I cannot tell whether they 
were decided right or not. 

Qirrstiou. Is there anything else you wish to state in answer to the general question ? 
If so, state it. 

Answer. I would like to shape my answers to the questions. 

Question. You have the whole question first, the inquiry as to the execution of tho 
law : and you have answered as to that. The other branch of the question is as to tho 
degree of security for life, i^erson, and property in this county. 

Answer. So far as security of life and person is concerned, if the laws had been faith- 
fully executed I think that property would be as secure here as anywhere else — life 
and property — that is, if they were executed properly by the magistracy of tlie 
country, if i)roper efforts were made by them. Of course it is impossible for any civil 
officers to suppress these sudden outbreaks, riots, or rows, or midnight depredations 
that might occur. 

Question. Is there any organization in thivS county stronger than the officers of the 
law, that you know of? I hear that there is an organization. 
Answer, The Ku-Klux? There is nothing within my personal knowledge, sir. 
QuesUon. Is it your opinion that they arc stronger than the officers^vof the law ? 
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Aiisiver. I cannot say it is. They are like lawless roaming bauds, to "what extent 
do not know. 

Question. Have any of them been convicted and sent to prison? 
Answer. None within my knowledge — none under that charge. 
Question. None in this county at all ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many cases of violence have you heard of as being committed by them 
in the county ? ^ 

Ansicer. I have heard a good many rumors with regard to whipi)ings and two cases of 
killing, said to be by the Ku-Klux/ 

Question. So far as they are permitted to operate without arrest, are life, person, and 
property secure against them ? 

Ansicci\ Life and property would not be secure, of course, if they cannot be arrested. 

Question. Have you felt any a])prehension because of the Ku-Khix in this county ? 

Ansive}\ I have not, sir, myself. 

Question. What is the source of your feeling of safety ? 

Answer. 1 have no cause of feeling of apprehension at all, because I have usually tried 
to conduct myself as a quiet, peaceable citizen, attending to my own business. 

Question. Have no quiet, peaceable citizens been molested by them in this county ? 

Ansiver. I am not able to tell you with reference to the character of the persons, or 
all of them, that have been molested. 

Question. I am not asking of all of them. 

Answer. I have heard of some quiet citizens that I regarded as very clever men that 
have been molested by them. I will name one: Mr. Foster, down here. I think him 
a very quiet citizen. I have heard of him. 

Question. Then why have you any assurance that they will not come to you ? 

Ansiver. I have no apprehension ; I have no cause of ai)i)rehension. 

Question. Had he any reason to fear ? 

Ansiver. I cannot answer for him. 

Question. You say he is a quiet citizen ? 

Answei\ He is, but I cannot answer for any nian's fears. I can answer for myself. 
Question. Have you heard of their visit to General Bates's house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. To Dr. Winsmith's house ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. To Wallace Fowler ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he an innocent, peaceable negro ? 

Answei\ I know very little about him. I have heard him spoken of as a quiet, 
orderly colored man. 

Question. Is Dr. Wiusmith a quiet, peaceable citizen ? 
Answer. He has always been a very good citizen. 

Question. Now, with those facts before you, have you no ground for supposing that 
you might as readily be visited by them as Dr. Winsuiith ? 
Ansiver. I have had no fears as far as I was concerned. 
Question. With what political party do you act f 
Answer. I have been a democrat all my life. 
Question. Had that anything to do witli your sense of security? 
Answer. I do not know that it has so far. 

Question. Have you known anybody in the county, except those who have cither been 
republicans or acted with the republican party, who have been molested by these 
people ? 

Ansiver. I cannot say that those men were molested by the Ku-Klux. 

Question. I ask you if you have heard of their being molested f 

Answer. 1 have not heard of any citizens being disturbed. 

Question. Have you any doubt about Dr. Wiusmith having been disturbed ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any doubt of General Bates's house having been disturbed ? 
Answer. I have heard him say so, sir. 

Question. With the certainty on your mind that they have been disturbed I will come 
back to the question : Have you known anybody in this county who was openly and 
decidedly a democrat, who has been visited by the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansiver. I can answer that question in this way: I think I have heard of some men 
saying that they have been at their houses. 

Question. Name them. 

Answer. I think I heard a man named Camp up here in the upper part of the county 
say they had come to his house— William S. Camp. 
Question. What did they come for ? 
Answer. They stopped and abused him. 

Question. What did they do ? Did they get anything to eat, did he tell you ? 
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jinffipcr. No, sir. 

(^fr.cstion. Did he tell you Low many sons lie Lad in tLe or^ijanizatiou ? 
Anmrr. No, sir; Lo said nothing about that. They abused his house. They called 
and hiillooed at the ^iite. 

(Jue^iion, They just hallooed at the gate; did they attack and abuse him at all? 

Jvswcr. No, sir; not at all. 

Question. That was in Limestone Township ? 

xlnsivvr. No, sir; it was up here iu tUe upper part of the county somewhere. 
Question. They did not do him any harm ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. On good terms with him ? 

Answer. I don't know anything about the terms. 

Question. Ho was a democrat ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now can you name any other democrats visited by them ? 

Answer. I don't remember any other. It may be so, but I cannot bring everything 
to my memory at one time. 

Question. That covers the ground of security to person and property. Is there any 
other statement which yon desire to make ? If so, go on with it. I have no special 
questions to ask you. 

Answer. I do not know of Jtny other statement to majie, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Do you understand who these Ku-Klux are ? 
Answer. I don't know anything about them. 
Question. What class of people are they ? 
Ansicer. I don't know anything about that. 
Question. Have you no impressson about it ? 

Answei'. Well, sir. my impression is that they may be composed of a reckless class of 
men, if there is such a body ; that they must be reckless and regardless. 
Question. If there is such a body ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QU'Csiion. Do you doubt that there is such a body ? 
Answei'. 1 know nothing of my own knowledge. 
Question. Are you not satisfied that there is such a body? 

Answer. I do believe there has been such an organization. Whether there is or 
not I do not know, but I believe it. 

Question. What sort of men do you believe compose it? 

Anstvei\ It is very hard for me to form an opinion or to give an answer to that ques- 
tion. 

Question. I should think you would have some idea on the subject, being a man living 
in a county infested as this is by such people. 

Answer. It would be very hard for me to form an opinion of the class when I never 
saw them. If I ever saw them I didn't know it. 

Question. Is it not a common topic of conversation on the porches and streets, and 
about ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; but no man that I hear speak of them knows anything about them. 
Question. You mean professes to know ? 
Answer. That has ever come to my knowledge. 

Question. Then you have no impression of what sort of men compose it ? 
Answer. I ^hink they are reckless ; some of them must be certainly reckless. 
Question. Some of tliem ? 

Ansice)\ Or all of them ; I cannot tell what class of men they are. 
Question. Have you never heard any suggestion as to who belonged to it? 
Ansiver. I don't know that I have, about this country at all. 
Question. Have you as to any men anywhere? 

Answer. I have seen some newspaper account that said General Wallace belonged to 
it. I, maybe, saw something in the uewsi)apers of that kind. That is as far as I have 
seen. 

Question. Is such a story as that credited here ? 
Answei'. I don't think it was. 
Question. Did you credit it? 

Answer. No, sir; in fact I had no reason to credit it. 
Question. Are you sure you have not joined them yourself? 
Answer. Mc! No, sir, I have not. 

Question. Do not yon belong to any such organization ? 
Answer. Ku-Klux? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. No, sir; I do not belong to any secret organization. 
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QHesiioJK I liope you will not take olfense at tlio quostioD, because vre do uot know 
who does belong. 

Atifiicer. I take no offense, but I don't belong to any secret organization — that is, 
secret political organization. 

Question. Do yon call this a secret political organization ? 

Answer. I said no organization. 1 meant to (xualify. There are the Odd Fellows 
and Masons — 1 belong to botli of them. 

Question. This ir» a secret political organization? 

Jnswtr. I don't know anytliing about that, ^thether it is or not. 

Question How long have you livcnl heref 

Answer. I am tifty-six years of age, and have lived here that time except four years 
in my youth. 

Question. Did you join the Pale Faces when they were first organized in this country ? 
Answer. What do you mean by that f 
Question. The Pale Faces. 

Answer. I dou't understand your question, sir. Do you mean the rebellion or the 
war ? ^Yhat do you mean by the Pale Faces ? 

Question. If you really do not know, you probably did not join them. 
Ansiver. I do not understand your question. 
Question. Did you join such an organization ? 

Answer. Pale Faces? No, sir; I never joined such an organization as that. I do 
not understand your question.* 

Question. Did you join the "wliite man's party?" 

Answer. I tell you I have joined no party. The only party I have been attached to 
here and joined since the war is to cooperate with a party here which is a public 
])arty. That is all the party I have joined here, sir. I thought you had reference to 
being in the confederate service. 

Question. I take that for grant^Hl. 

Answer. I was, sir, a lieutenant colonel in the confederate service. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Queslion. You have given some of the causes, as you supposed, which have produced 
the trouble in South Carolina, the appointment of ignorant, inetBcient and incompe- 
tent officers. What other causes have produced troubles in South Carolina ? 

Answer. AVell, sir, the election law has been a source of grievance to . the people 
here. 

Question. "What objection did they have to that ? 

Answer. To the mode of electing or conducting, or appointing the managers, and the 
manner in which it was carried on. 

Question. The commissioners to manage elections in South Carolina were mostly 
negroes ? 

Answer. In South Carolina I am not able to answer it, but I can as to Spartanburgh. 

Question, I ask not from your personal knowledge, but wliat is the public information f 

Answer. I have understood that a large body of them were. 

Question. Is it understood that they were ignorant men ? 

Answer. They are ignorant men in'this county as a general class. 

Question. In the first appointment of county officers in Spartanburgh Cotmty what 
was the character of those ofbcers? 

Answer. They were very inefticient and many of them men of very bad character. 

Question. How many negroes were appointed in tlie first place to Spartanburgh 
County, a county in which I understand there is a large preponderance of white popu- 
lation ? 

Answer. There is. 

Question. How many negroes were appointed here in the first place ? 
Answer. I do not remember but one jnagistrate; one trial magistrate was appointed 
in the county. 

Question. One colored magistrate? 

Answer. Yes, sir; one colored magistrate. 

Question. Were all the rest white men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in the first appointments of magistrates. 

Question. Was there any different mode of appointment afterward, and before tlie 
present period ? 

Answer. I intended to explain about the appointment of magistrates. In the first 
place, instead of electing the magistrates, according to the constitution, the legisla- 
ture authorized the governor, by some clause or other, to aj)point magistrates. They 
held their term until the 30th of April, 1870. The legislature, prior to that, passed a 
law creating the office of trial justice, and then the trial justices W(^re appointed, and 
when the term of the magivstratea expired, trial justices took the places of magistrates, 
that class of officers. We have now trial justices instead of magistrates, and instead 
of justices cf the peace ; but it is the same office, pretty much. The first aiipoiutments 
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ATcro coni|ios(Ml of verj' illiterate^ ignorant nieii, aiul men of very bad character, gen- 
t'la'ly 8[)(';ikin<x. 

(Jiu'sliou. White appointments ? 

^l)if<(r(r. Yes, sir, \Yith some few exceptions. 

(Jnvnri(m. Then, the people of the connty seemed to liave as mnch objection to the 
appoiiitniei't of ignorant, ineHieient white men, almost, as they had to a negro ? 

Jufiircr. Yos, sir; it was not so mnch the ccdor as it v>'as the man that was api)o5uted. 

(JmsHon. Do you say now, from yom- knowledge of the eonnty in regard to tliose 
lirst a]>])ointments, that the major ])art of them, whether white or black, were made 
\\\) ivom '' ignorant, incompetent men f 

J;/.s?m'. Ycv^, sir ; I do say so; ignorant and incompetent men, of rather bad char- 
acter, 8(mie of them. Some of them were convicts that had been tried and convicted. 

Qiiisilo}!. Had been in the penitentiary ? 

Avsu'er. No, sir; they were tried and convicted liere of larceny and appointed mag- 
istrates after that. That I know to be so. Others have been convicted since for per- 
jnry and malicious trespass and other offenses, and were acting as magistrates. 

(JucsUon. Is it understood by the peo})le of South Carolina that the constitution J)to- 
vides that these officers shall be elected by the peo]ile. ? 

Ansivcr. That is the clause of the constitution, that justices of the peace shall be 
elected by the ])eople. 

Question. How does it come, then, that constitution having been formed by the re- 
publicans, that Governor Scott disregards that provision of the constitution ? 

Answer. That is a (inestion. 1 suppose the legislature, in order to give him the a]i 
pointing power and the power of i)atronage, have tried to jump that jiart of the con- 
stitution. 

Question. Has the legislature passed any law transferring their power to the governor ? 

Answer. They i^assed a law authorizing the governor to make temporary appoint- 
ments of magistrates, and then created tlie office of trial justice in i)lace of magistrate 
They went into office on the 1st of May, 1870. • 

Question. If your constitution, at which I have not looked, provides in explicit 
terms that this office shall be filled by the jieoplc by election, and the legislature luive 
attempted, without authority, to transfer that power, I am astonished tliat some of the 
citizens of South Carolina have not raised the question before tlie courts. 

Answer. 1 am not able to answer why they have not. 

Question. Why have? not some of your lawyers raised the question if this power is 
conferred on the legislature by the constituticni, which is the will of the people, and 
th(? legislature have no authority to transfer it to any other person '? 

Answer. If I had the constitution here I could x^oiut out the clause. 

Question. We are assuming that that is so. 

Ansiver. I cannot answer the question. 

Question. How long since Governor Scott commenced appointing these officers instead 
of their being elected by the people ? 
Ansiver. They have never been elected by the people. 
Question. How long ago did the appointment commence ? 

Answer. I do not know that I can give the exact dates, but it was some time after 
his inauguration into office that it commenced. As the magistrates' term of office ex- 
pired the office of trial justice was created. 

Question. I Avould advise the people of South Carolina to raise that question, unless 
they are utterly without confidence in the supreme judicial tribunal of the State. 

Ansiver. You will find it in the judiciary article in the constitution, where it says 
expressly that justices of the peace shall be elected by the people. 

Question. Then, since the adoption of that constitution, has the legivslature attempted 
to shift that power, fixed by th(^ constitution, by giving a new iiann^ to the very office 
contemplated by the constitution, calling hiin a trial justice instead of a justice of the 
peace ? 

Answer. That has been done, sir. There liave been no justices of the peace appointed 
or elected. Magistrates had been appointed for a certain time ; now trial justices are 
acting. 

Question. Do the republicans claim that this law changing the name of the office is 
constitutional ? 
Answer. They do. 

Qmsiion. Why do not the democratwS, or some other citizens who want to see the 
law executed, raise the question '? 

Answer. The question has not been raised. 

Question. W'hat other causes do you know which have produced these disturbances? 
I ask this not by way of justification or defense of lawless violence, but to show what 
is th(^ true internal condition of the State of South Carolina. 

Answer. Well, the mode of assessment, the assessing of property, the extravagant 
and exorbitant assessment of property, in many instances, and the very high taxes 
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iiiposed on the people, liave been serious and great j;rievauces, and complained of by 
tlie people. 

Question. In speaking of raany instances, do you mean that while this assessment rs 
hij;h, it is also unequal as between classes or individuals? 
Atisurr. That has been the complaint since the law has been in force. 
Question. That is the public complaint? 

Answer. Yes, sir^ the almost daily complaint. The constant complaint of the people 
here is that property is unfairly and improperly assessed, or over-assessed. 

Ques'tion. Have these high taxes begun to show results by j^roduciug opx^ression? 
Ansicer. It is unquestionable. 

Question. The trouble of raising money for the payment of taxes ? 

Ansirei'. Unquestionably it h?is borne very heavily upon the people. In many in- 
stances it has been very oppressive and they have been almost wholly uuable to' pay 
taxes. 

Question. That is, the great reduction of the basis of taxation, to wit, property, it 
being so much less now than during the war, and the exi)euses of the Government 
being so much greater, discontent among the people has been produced ? 

Answer. It has, sir. The system of taxation and the assessment of taxes have been 
great causes of comj)laint. 

Question. What other causes are there besides inefficient officers and this mode of 
taxation ? 

Answer. As I stated, the election laws are unsatisfactoiy to the people, their mode of 
taking the election, the manner of the election. It is what the i^eople have been 
heretofore unaccustomed to ; they are dissatisfied with it, .and have very little confi- 
dence in the manner in which it is conducted. 

Question. What particular feature of the election law do they complain of? 

Answer. They complain of the appointment of the managers who have been ap- 
pointed. They are generally ignorant, illiterate men, wholly unsuited to the duties of 
conducting an election. There is a great want of confidence on the part of the people. 
They do not believe that the election will be conducted fairly ; we have no confidence 
in it at all. 

Question. Is there anything in the corruption or maladministration of the State 
government which the people complain of? 

Answer. Yes, sir, there is great complaint with reference to the afiixirs of the State 
government. They regard it as corrupt from one end to the other. By common con- 
sent that is the common expression of the peojile here pretty much throughout the 
country. 

Question. Is that expression confined to any particular party ? 

Answer. I have heard very strong republicans say that the government was corrupt. 
Question. In what particulars did they comj^lain of the corruption of the State gov- 
ernment ? 

Ansicer. Great extravagance and expenditure of money and frauds. There are many 
allegations of frauds. 

Question. In what particulars ? 

Answer. For instance, the acts and doing of officials about Columbia, in the land 
commission, in reference to the land sales there. There was a large appropriation by the 
legislature for the purchase of lands for freedmen, for homes for persons. Some $700,000 
was said to be appropriated by the legislature. 

Question. 1 will ask whether the corruptions of the State government at Columbia 
have been so extensive and flagrant that the peoi:)le just cry out against it, without 
regard to party ? 

Answer. They do, sir. There is a general feeling among the people. I have conversed 
with many very intelligent republicans, who say the State government is corrupt, and 
they have had good opportunity of knowing. Another great cause of complaint was 
the distribution of arms in the State and county here. 

Question. Was that a great and crying cause ? 

Answer. It was a source of considerable complaint, giving arms to one class of the 
people and refusing them to another. 

Question. Did it create alarm ? • 
Ansirer. The people were dissatisfied. 

Question. They perhaps were not alarmed here immediately, because, as I understand, 
the arms were not actually distributed hei'e. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How about the other counties ? 

Answer. In the lower part of the State we learned that there was a good deal of un- 
easiness there among the people. 

By the Ciiauoian : 

Qucsttinu. Has any Ku-Klux told you that he carried on his operations because of the 
inequality of assessments or taxes ? 
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Aiim'cr. No, sir. 

(JtKsUou. lias any Kii-Klnx told you that be carried on liis operations because of tlie 
iiica]»acity of tbosc trial justices ? 
Jii^ivcr. Any Kn-Klux f 
(JiKsCiou. Y»'S, sir. 
Jnsnrr. I don't know a Kn-Klux. 

(>iuf;lion. 1 desire an answer to niy question as I put it. Has any Kn-Khix told you 
tlinr lie carried on liis operations because of the election laws, or the manner in which 
Ihey were administered! 

Ausnrr. No Kn-Klux tba^ I know. 

(Juixtioti. Has any Ku-Klux told you that he carried on his operations because of the 
corruptions of the State government at Columbia ? 
Jnswo'. None tbat I know of. 

Qufslion. Has any one told you that he carried on his operations because of the 
character of the laud commission bill? 
Jusivtr. None that I know of. 

Qiu-.'ition. Or any because of the distribution of arms to the negroes, or the intended 
distribution of aims? 
Jnm'cr. None tbat I know of. 

Question. How, then, do you know that any of these are the causes of the operations 
of the Ku Klux ? 

Jimrer. I don't pretend to say they are the causes of the Ku-Klux operations. 
(JimCion. What are they given then for? 

Jimcer. I say they are th<* causes of dissatisfaction on the part of the people. 
Qnestion. Are tbe ])eople all Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but these are the causes of the people being dissatisfied. 
Question. What connection has that with the Ku-Klux ? 
Ansu-er. I don't think it has any connection with the Ku-Klux at all. 
Question. Tlien in what connection do you introduce these things ? 
Mr. Van Tuump. I introduced them. 

The Witness. I want to answer the question intelligently. 

Tbe CuAiiniAN (to the witness.) You were asked the causes. 

Answer. 1 have done given tbe answers to that. 

Question. Tbe causes of these disturbances ? 

Answer. No, sir, the causes of dissatisfaction among the X'cople. 

Question. Have those causes anything to do with Ku-Klux operations ? 

Ansu-C7\ I can't say what were the causes of the Ku-Klux operations ; I can't imagine. 
Tbe operations of tbe Ku-Klux might have been personal affairs or political, or I don't 
know what ; I cannot say what causes. 

Question. Do you think the men who pay the taxes are the leaders of the Ku-Klux 
organization ? 

Answer. I have no idea who are the leaders. 

Question. Have you an idea tbat the tax-payers lead them ? 

Answer. I have no idea who are the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Not tbe remotest idea ? 

Answer. I. have not. 

Question. You cannot give the name of any man that you believe has any connection 
with them ? 

Answer. I cannot give you the name of any man. 

Question. Have you never heard any man named in this town as having anything to 
do with tbe Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I do not know that I have. 
Question. Try to recollect if you have. 
Answer. I don't remember at this time. 

Qnestion. Have you never heard a man in this county named as being a leader of the 
Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I don't remember any name of a leader of the Ku-Klux. 
Question. Are they spirits, these Ku-Klux, that nobody has even an idea of where 
ihey come from or go to ? 
Answer. Of course they can't be spirits. 

Question. Have you never heard any member of the legislature spoken of as being a 
leader of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Never. 
Question. Captain Lyle ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Nor Captain Smith ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard any of the county members of the legislature men- 
tioned as having anything to do with the corruptions of the legislature? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. You never heard Captain Smith named ? 
Answer. No, sir. Do you mean, sir, in the corruption ? 

Question. Yes, sir. lias he never been charged just: as the other? have heen ? 

Answer. I don't remember of h(^arin(r it, si]-, nor of any charge agninsl Imn. 

QncsUjn. Have you never Iieard of any man in th(; State b(;lougiug to the tU^niocratic 
party being charged with any corruption in connection with tiie State administration 
or legislation ? 

xlnswer. I have soeu, T think, some newspnper paragraphs some tinie last year, I recol- 
lect, stating that the democrats were, some of them, equally as guilty as the re]>ubH- 
caus. 

Question. Have any democrats charged in that way been visited by the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I don't know who were especially charged with it ; it was abroad newspaper 
assertion. 

Question. Yon do not hnow of any ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Yon say there was but one colored magistrate apppointed in this county ? 

Answer. Only one, that I remember. 

Question. \Ylio was he ? 

Answer. Anthony Johnson. 

Question. What became of him ? 

Answer. He was kilknl. 

Question. Cy whom f 

Answer. It w;is said to be oy the Kn-Klux. 

Question. Yon have said some magistrates appointed in this county were convicted of 
larceny. Who were they'? 

Answer. I don't want to personate any person. The records of the court will show. 

(Jiuesiion. As you know them of your own kno^vledge, you saj', I want to know v,lio 
they were. 

Answer. I hope — I don't want to iiersonate. 

Quesiio^i. If the records of the court show it, yon cannot hurt their character. Who 
are they ? 

Answer. William H. Walker is one. 
Question. What was he convicted of? 

Answer. I think it was grand larceny. I forget the charge. It was larceny ; I forget 
Avhether it was grand larceny. 

Question. Was it before or after he was appointed ? 
Answer. It was before he vras appointed. 
Question. Was he a white man or a colored man ? 
Answe7\ A white man. 

Question. How long before he was appointed ? 
Answer. I forget the lengtli of time. 
Question. Was it before or since the war? 
Answer. Siuce the war. 

Question. Was he convicted before a jury of this county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. At what time ; how long ago ? 

Answer. I can't refresh my memory without referring. 

Question. Was it before or after the reorganization of the regular State government 
here ? 

Ansivcr. I think his conviction was since the organization of the State government. 
Question. Can you lix the date ? 
Ansicer. I cannot. 

Question. W\as there any political feeling in that prosecuiion against him '? 
Answer. I don't think there was political feeling in the prosecution at alL I have no 
idea there w^as. 

Question. Do yon recollect who was the prosecutor? 

Answ(T. I cannot recall the man at this time. Of course, I did know v.ho it was. 
Question. You say it was grand larcenj'. What was he convicted of stealing ? 
Answer. I think "it was taking cotton. 
Question. Cotton-seed, was it not? 
Answer. No, sir; cotton. 
Question. Seed-cotton ? 

Answer. It may have been ; I don't remember. 

Question. Was not he indicted for receiving cotton — buying it in his store from others ? 

Answer. I don't remember the form of the indictment at this time. 

Question. That is one. Y(m said some of these nu;gistrates. Tell us who else were 
convicted of larceny. I took down your words ^'some of these magistrates." Can you 
tell us who else ? 

Ansrver. Another one was indicted ; one for forgery and malicious trespass. 
Question. But I want to get through v/ith those convicted of larceny, hrst. 
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Ajimi'cr. If I said that, I only meant one in that class. The other one I alluded to 
vras lor perjury and malicious trespa?ss. If you understood mc so, I beg to correct that 
pnrt. 

Qucsiiou. Was it forgery or perjury ? You said a moment ago forgery. 

^luHiro'. IVrjury. 

Qucatlon. Was he convicted ? 

^Insifcr. I think he was convicted of perjury. If 3'ou will jiermit me, I will refer to 
a memoranda, [referring.] Here is one case I will mention, of A. P. Turner, the ono 
indiet<'d for pel jury : 

A. P. Turner was tried for perjury and convicted at the July term, 1870, and sen- 
tenced. An appeal was taken, and that case is still undisposed of. 

" A. P. Turner, malicious trespass, tried Xovend)er 2oth. Convicted the same date. 
Sentenced to six months imprisounient and -slOO line. Pardoned January 17, 1671." 

That was taken from the sherilfs books. 

Qucsiiou. What malicious tresjiass was it ? 

Jnaicer. Willful burning of a man's premises, or injuring his property maliciously. 
Qucsiio)}. What was it in this case ? 

Answer. In this case he set lire to his brother-in-law's fence and woods with the view, 
it Avas alleged, of burning up his ])roperty. He was indicted in two indictments. 
Qni'siion. Was that before or after he was api)ointed ? 

Ausictr. This last conviction was after his appointment as magistrate. I thiiik that 
the charge against him for perjury was i)eudiug Avhile he was a njagistrate, but I will 
not be certain, 

QucHtiou. Those are two cases. Are there any others of trial justices or magistrates 
in this coui]ty convicted of oiieuses ? 
Ansicer. None; that I remember of. 

Question. Have not both those men been removed by Governor Scott? 
Answer. Mr. Walker has been removed as a trial justice. 
Question. How about the other one ? 

An,^wer. Turner, I think, was never appointed trial justice, but only a magistrate. 
Qni'stion. What is the difference ? You say only a magistrate; it is the same othce. 
Antfwer. When the term of magistrate expired, Walker was reappointed, and Turner 
was not. 

(yuei^tioii. And Walker has been removed ? 

Answrr. During the session of the legislature he was removed. 

/hiestion. So that you arc rid of all these objectionable men iu the office of trial jus- 
tice, so jar as that class of men is concerned ? 
Answer. Yes. 

QHe>>tlon. And the Ku-Klux operations still went on after they w^ere put out of office ? 
Answer. Of course they did. It is said to be going on, and has been going on since. 
Question. So that, although two of these causes are removed, the eff'ect still goes on ? 
Answer. I don't know that that is the cause of the Ku-Klux. I am not giving any 
cause of Ku-Klux operations. 

Question. You cannot give any cause ? 

Answer. It is impossible for me to give a cause of their operations. 
Question. You don't know where they come from or go to, and do not pretend to give 
any cause ? 

Answer. No, sir; only the general cause of complaint on the part of the i:)eople. 
Question. But take any man who complained to you about his taxes; do you suspect 
him of being a Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you suspect those men who complain of the election laws of being Ku- 
Klux^? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Do not they take constitutional and peaceable means of redress ? 

Anm'er. Yes, sir; our county is supposed to be law-abiding people. 

Question. And you live here in the midst of these disturbances, and cannot give us 
the remotest idea of these men, wliere they live, who they are, or what causes induce 
them to carry on their o])erations? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not know. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. How long did Walker retain his office ? 
Ansirer. I don't remember; I cannot give you the time. 
Question. Was it a year or two ? 

Answer. I think it was a year, sir ; it may have been more or less ; I do not remem- 
ber the dates. 

Question. Tlus i)rosecution against him was commenced and consummated before his 
appointment ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he was appointed after that. 
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Question. When was he removed ? 
Answer. At the hist session of the legislature. 
Question. Turner "svas then removed^ too ? 
\ Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not that hy virtue of a conference the f^overnor had, seeing the bad 
effects of his appointments, and calling into council Oven the democrats ? Was not the 
removal of these two men in consequence of that consultation? 

Ansiecr. I think it was in eousecpience of a consultation. The governor agreed to 
appoint those the members from this county recommended. 

Question. The governor had become so satisfied that things were going on badly by 
virtue of his appointing so many bad men to office, that even he himself took the mat- 
ter into consideration and went into consultation with the opposite party, and the con- 
sequence was a better state of things ? 

Answer. He did appoint the persons recommended by the members of the legislature, 
and since then we have had very little comfdaint on either side. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You say that Turner was removed on the recommendation of the members 
of the legislature f 

Ansirer. Turner was not reappointed. 

Question. Then why did you say he was removed ? 

Answer. Walker was the one removed, I tliink. Turner was not reappointed. 
Question. On this question of taxes I hear a great deal of complaint. Have you any 
personal grievances on that score ? 
Ansiver. I have paid i)retty high taxes. ^ 
Question. How much tax do you pay ? 
Ansiver. I do not pay very high now. 
Question. Let us know how much you pay annually. 

Answer. My tax is not heavy. If you want to know the true state of my situation I 
can tell you very clearly, sir. 

Question. I want to know how much. 

Ansiver. At one time I was in possession of a very handsome property, if you want to 
go into my personal affairs. 

Question. I did not ask that ; I asked only for the amount of your taxes. 

Answer. I was in possession of a handsome proi>erty but lost it by the war and other 
causes, and am reduced to meager circumstances, and consequently my means and pro- 
perty now are very low. 

Question. You do not blame the State government fo'r what you lost in the rebellion ? 

Ansiver. I do not charge the State government for my misfortune. 

Question. Are you sure you are not blaming the State government for what you lost 
in the rebellion, or blaming the reiiublican party ? 

Answer. I am not blaming the State government for my misfortunes. 

Question. Nor the republican i)arty if 

Ansiver. I have nothing to say about the republican party at all. I have no charges 
to make at all. 

Question. Will you answer as to your taxes ? 
Answer. My taxes, sir, are between ij^B and §10. 
Question. Per year ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is State and county tax ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and I pay city tax. My property is small at this time. 
Question. What is the average tax on an acre in this county ? 

Answer. The tax this year is one dollar on the hundred dollars, or one cent on the 
dollar on real estate. 

Question. What is the average valuation of lands in this county? 

Answer. I don't know that I am able to tell you the average value. 

Question. 1 have here a certihcate from the county treasurer and the county auditor 
stating that the average value of lands in this county is a little under §4 per acre. 

Answer. I cannot tell you about that. 

Question. So that the tax on a hundred acres of land will, according to your state- 
ment, be $4 on average land. 

Answer. Four dollars on the average. I think I am correct on the amount of the 
taxes. 

Question. Do you consider that very oppressive? 
Answer. It appears so, sir, to what it was formerly. 
Question. It was formerly next to nothing. 
Answer. O, yes, sir ; the taxes were some item heretofore. 

Question. As to this land commission, what did you understand that that law i)ro- 
vided ? 

Answer. The understanding was that a large amount was appropriated by the legis- 



SOUTH CAROLINA- 



. SUB-COMMITTEE. 



893 



lature— $-200,000 at one tiuic and $500,000 at aiiotber— to buy land in different parts of 
the State, selling it on time to persons without homes, poorpersons, without distinetioa 
of color. 

Qucbtion, Was there any harm in that ? 

Jnswcr. No, isir ; but tho great trouble, or the allegation rather, is, that the money is 
not properly accounted for. That is the charge. I do not give that as my knowledge. 

Qncsfion. Sni)pose yon knew the fact that there had been over $500,000 invested in 
lands at about $5 an acre, which lands are now held by the State to be distributed in 
homesteads, would you consider that a very bad thing? 

Ansicer. If carried out in good faith it is not. 

Question. Suppose they have bought about a hundred thousand acres at $5 an acre, 
would you think that, on its face, a very bad thing ? 

Answer. If carried out properly and honestly there is no complaint. 

Question. I ask you, suppose they had that amount of land at that price, an average 
of $5 per acre, would you consider it a bad thing? 

Answe7\ It depends on what class of land it was. A great deal of laud in this State 
is not worth a dollar an acre. 

Question. And some a good deal more ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is not $5 about the average value in the State ? 
Ansicer. I don't know. It depends on locality. 

Question. Would you be very much startled, and think it wrong, if you found they 
had invested half a million and got a hundred thousand acres of land ? 
Ajisiccr. Well, $5 an acre for land is, for this country, a pretty high average. 
Question. You think that a ])retty high average ? 
Anawa'. Yes, sir ; through the State. 

Question. Did you know they had so much laud ready for distribution ? 

Ansicer, I did not know it. lam speaking of the rumor and complaint. I don't 
know Avhat they have done. 

Question. You seem to have taken it all for granted? 

Answer. No, sir; 1 said it was a great cause of allegation of fraud. 

Question. Then the peoi)le did r,ot seem to inquire much about it ? 

Answer. There was a g.reat deal of talk about it, and I said comi^laint of corruption, 
said to be ; I know nothing about the facts. 

Question. How much land do you suppose they have really bought ? 

Answer. I haA^e no idea. I do not remember of seeing any report on the subject, no 
statement about it. I have seen some newspaper accounts, but x^aid little attention to 
it, not enough to re member it or to speak of it, and I cannot say. 

By Mr. Van Tru^ip: 

Question. Suppose a committee was appointed by the legislature to investigate the 
frauds of this very land commission ; that they partially entered upon the discharge 
of their duties, in which enough was shown to establish the fact that 12,000 acres in 
one purchase was mostly composed of a mere swamp, worth nothing unless drained, 
w ould you not think before you could come to any definite idea of the value of these 
lands, that that committee ought to investigate the whole matter, and then it would 
be better understood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so; under such a report as that it would be in doubt. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. On this subject of dissatisfaction and complaint, has there been any meas- 
ure, either of Congress or the State government constituted under it since the recon- 
struction acts, that has not been the subject of dissatisfaction and complamt by the 
white people of South Carolina? Have they not complained of everything with refer- 
ence to general legislation from the reconstruction acts to the present time? 

Answci'. I cannot say from my knowledge that they have. 

Question. W^hat have they been satisfied with ? 

Answer. I cannot answer that question either. That is a very wide question for me 
to answer. 

Question. lias there not been that sense of discontent resulting from the war that the 
most of the people are still disposed to complain of all the acts of the Government ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not think so. I think the people after the war were perfectly 
willing to submit to the result, to the situation and condition of affairs, if they could 
be just let alone. Just let them alone. 

Question, That is, if they could have their own way? 

Answer. No, sir ; all they want is proper government and proper officers to control 
them, 

Mr. Steve:nsox. Such as they believe to be proper. 

The Witness. They have a pretty good idea of what are proper. 
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By the Chairman : 

Question, The whole controversy would be euded if tbe State gOYcrnment were put 
in tlie bands of the democracy ? 

Answer. No, sir; wo don't care so mncli about that ; but give us impartiality; give 
us an impartial, economical governnieut, and it will satisfy liio people. 

Question. But according to your view that cannot be obtained here until the demo- 
cratic party get into power ? 

Answer. It don't look like there was much chance of changing the state of things 
with the present state of things. 

QueHtion. Is not that the result largely of the intense party feeling that has resulted 
from the war ? 

• Answer. Allow me to use the expression, the feeling here has been kept up as much 
by the radical party as any other. Their great object has been apparently to stir W]} 
the elements. 

Question. And there has been no object on the other side of that kind ? 
Answer. The object of the other party has been to sustain themselves as well as they 
could. 

Question. You are not conscious of any state of deep-seated party feeling? 
Answer. There is deep-seated party feeling in all parties. In all times wherever there 
is party feeling there must be feeling on that subject. 

By ;Mr. Van Truimp : 

Question. To know whether or not the people are dissatisfied with bad laws both by 
Congress and the State legislature, you would have to take up the statutes and look 
them over ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; how could I tell what the laws were ? 

Question. Is it not to be presumed that if the people ure silent in regard to a largo 
portion of the laws they acquiesce in them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they acquiesce and submit. 

By Mr. Ste\tsnson : 

Question. If it be true that the republicans cause all this excitement and trouble, how 
does it happen that only they get hurt ? 

Answer. I am not able to answer how that happens, how they get hurt. 

Question. Is it not a little curious that the weaker party, the party in the minority 
in this county, will constantly outrage the other party ? 

Answer. I believe the troubles here may be removed ; there is no party feeling at all. 
I believe it is greatly a personal and local affair. 

Question. What knowledge have you ? 

Answer. I have' no knowledge of it at all. 

Question. This is your conjecture? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; neighborhood troubles, I say a good portion of it is. 
Question. Do you think that palliates the evil ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Does it not aggravate it? 

Answer. These little local disturbances occur everywhere, in the North as well as 
here. 

Question. Do you hear of Ku-Klux proceedings in the North ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not at all. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Have you heard of the great riot in New York the other day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; of the raid on the Orangemen, and the coal riots in Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. They* proceeded openly, did they not? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think it better to put on the mask for midnight violence ? 
Answa\ 1 don't think it is right to violate the laws, either openly or secretly. 
Question. I ask you which is the worst, assuming that both are bad ? 
Answe)\ Of course, a man that does a thing clandestinely is worse than he who does 
it openly. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You have been answering in regard to these things in view of the State at 
large in some of your answers, which have then been sought to be applied to this par- 
ticular eount}^ ; is there not a great difference in the two propositions ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; certainly a difference between the State and county. I want my 
answer to be understood intelligently if I can. 
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By Mr. Stevenson : 
Qutslion. Is not this the worst county in tho State ? 

AnsH'cy. I o^u't tell about that ; I hope not. Wo have always been a very peaceable 
sort ol* peoi)le. 



Spartanbuegii, South Carolina, July 15, 1871. 
r. QUIXN CAMP sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Squire Camp, are you a native of this county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qncsiion. How long have you lived in it ? 

Jnsive)'. Sixty-seven years old and past ; I was born and raised here in this county. 

Question. Where are you living now ? 

Answn-. In this place, Spartanbnrgh. 

■Quesiion. Where did you live before you came here? 

Answer. I was born and raised in the township of Limestone, and lived there until 
last fall. 

Question. What was your occupation there? 
.Inswer. Farming, sir. 

Quesiion. Please state what circumstances induced you to remove from Limestone to 
this town. 

Answer. It is in consequence of the troubled condition of the country here, threats, 
tSic. I had got it from this band of Ku-Klux, said to be. 

Question. Go on and state hof^r near they came to your house, and what occasion it 

was f 

Ansiver. I had received several messages previous to the occurrence of my leaving 
there. I was acting as a trial justice, and the first outbreak had been committed below 
nu', on the river, and was brought before me to take cognizance of. We investigated 
the thing. There was a warrant issued for eleven, of which nine were arrested. Three 
were proven innocent, and the other six I committed. I thought the case was too 
sever<^. for me to try them. Three persons had been shot, and bullets put in them, and 
I thought they should be tried in court here; that was the first thing that set the 
neighborhood against me there, as I was a republican. 

Questio7i. Were those persons charged before yon with committing an otfense in 
disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. \Vho Avere they ? 

Answer. I don't remember the names of them. There was a Mr. Surratt, a nephew 
of my wife, and there was Mr. Stacey and Mr. Phillips. I had the names all down at 
home, and could have brought them if I had thought you needed them. There were 
six of them. 

Question. What time did that occur ? 

Answer. They had whipped a negro on the 2d of September last, at night. 
Queslioiif What negroes ? 

Ayiswer. Jordan Surratt and his wife and family, and his daughter-in-law. 

Question. State whether the Ku-Klnx at any time came to your house j and if so, 
when, and on what occasion ? 

Answer. It was on the 16th of October last, I believe, they came into the old field 
right in front of my house, and we heard them going up there, and whipping some 
})erson ; we heard the licks. My family were STU'prised and alarmed at it, and left the 
house and place and everything, except an old negro man and myself. They took to 
the vroods. I heard them whipping them; and after they got through whipping them 
they left, and took the road right toward n)y house, and came on fifty or sixty yards, 
and I heard them halloo, Right dress !*' and then they stopped; and supposing they 
had stopped there, and divided to surround my house, I then left the house and got out. 
But they didn't come to my house. 

Question. Who was whipped that night ? 

Answer. Mr. Champion and Clem. Bowden and his wife, and Daniel Linder ; and Mr. 
Irwin was shot. 

Question. Do you say this was the same night that William M. Champion was 
whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, the same night. 
Question. What night in the week was it? 
Answer. On Sunday night. 

Question. State what you did after that; whether any notice was served on you? 
Answer, Immediately, the next morning, 1 sent to my son up here at Spartanburgh. 
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I knew the election was to be held at my house on Wednesday. I had been here on 
Saturday, and understood a garrison was to be sent here to protect the election boxes 
in the precincts. I sent for one to come and support that box, but when I sent hero 
There was none here. Squire Fleming and Squire Poinier came there to investigate, 
and take the thing into hand. They came in the night. They made some arrests in 
the neighborhood, and brought the parties to my house, and kept them there until late 
Tuesday evening. I found a band was making up in that neighborhood, and I went 
to them and said that these men would be released. I said, "There's a company mak- 
ing up, and they will be rescued." Then they took their individual bond to meet 
them here at some future time. I did not notice that time. 
Question. Go on with your statement. 

Ansivei\ In consequence of the condition and the trouble making in the neighbor- 
hood to rescue these prisoners, I thought it was unsafe for me and my family, and we 
picked up and came here that night. 

Question. Have you remained here since ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have been away a few times, but my family has not. I would 
go theresometimes in the night. In the daytime I was not afraid to be seen there, but 
no one knew where I staid, if I staid in the neighborhood at night. 

Question. Did you consider it safe for you to remain with your family in that neigh- 
borhood ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Why? 

Ansiccr. In consequence of the feeling against the republican party. I was a repub- 
lican. 

Question. Have you believed it since that safe to remove your family back, and 
remain there ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Did this subject of whippings and violence in that township attract your 
attention ; and, if so, please go on and state whether you have made a list of per- 
sons that you know or believe to have been whipped in that township since September 
last, when that first case came before you ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I have been liere watching and seeing, fishing up where I could 
hear cases, getting the men that had been whipped who would give me information, 
and I have made a list of the cases of whipxnng that have occurred in what is called 
Limestone Township. As I was well acquainted in that section with almost every one 
who lives there, I have made a separate list of that township. 

Question. Have you set out the names on that separate list ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Will you furnish that to us ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It may be possible that there are one or two cases on that list where 
the parties live not exactly within the boundaries, but it is supposed that all those 
live in Limestone Township. 

Question. Does this paper contain the names of those parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; just as I have got them along. 

Question. From the information given to you and the examination of the individuals 
are you satisfied that the persons there named have been the subjects of violence in 
that township or its immediate vicinity ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; from the best information I could get. I have tried to avoid put- 
ting down any one that was not maltreated. Several have been shot ; two or three 
have had their ears cut. 

;Mr. Van Tkump. At this point I submit the following 

PROTEST. 

The undersigned, a member of the congressional sub-committee sent into tliQ States 
of South and North Carolina to inquire into the alleged outrages committed in said 
States by lawless bands of disguised men, hereby protests against the introduction of 
the proposed several lists of names, now presented, of the supposed victims of such out- 
rages, in addition to, as well as including, the person already called to testify ; for the 
reason that said committee is now in the county in which said outrages are charged to 
have been committed, and the best evidence of the truth of such charges can be readily 
obtained by calling the victims themselves of said supposed outrages before said com- 
mittee, to testify m propria pei'sona. And secondly, because said supposed victims are 
principally negroes, formerly slaves, who are generally known to the community in 
which they live by two or more names, embracing both the surnames of their former 
masters or mistresses and the names they have assumed since their emancipation ; in 
consequence of which the cases may be duplicated, and in some instances even tripli- 
cated, thereby creating great confusion and uncertainty in the same, without the means 
of discrimination, detection, or correction. 

P. VAN TRTOIP. 
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Tlio CnAiiiMAN: To the forej^oiiig protest tho majority of the sub-committee answer, 
that the testimony is premier, because, first, it is impossible for the sub-committee to 
remain at this time loug enough to have all these witnesses hunted up, snl^pceuacd, and 
examined, especially in view of the fact declared, tL'at some of them have left tho 
county and even the State, • 

Second. The list of names furnished affords full opportunity for cross-examination 
as to identity of the persons named, and it seems to be a well-established fact that 
since their emancipation the negroes are distinctly known, thoy having elected either 
to retain the names of their former masters, or having assumed a new name, by which 
they are well knovni in their respective neighborhoods. 

Third. Estimates having been given by witnesses called ujion the opposing sides, it 
is proper to introduce such lists of examined and authentic cases, both to show tba 
magnitude of tho list and to afibrd opportunity for contradiction if the lists are exag- 
gerated. 

A list of persons icho have been ichipped and otherwise maltreated in Limestone Townshiv. 

X Jordan Sarratt, whipped, wife &> child shot. 

Sarah Sarratt, " 

[Harriett Surratt, shot. 
X Thomas Austell, whipped. 
X Larkin Kirby, 

X Trone Anderson & son, whipped. 

X Moses Linder, abused, but not whipped. 

X WiUiam Curtis, whipped. 

X Sambo Curtis, " 

X Marcellus Gaffney, " 

X Wilson Lipscomb, ^' small boy. 

X Zero Lipscomb, 

X John Turner, 

X Sidney SaiTatt & wife, whipped, to find out. 

X Wilson Lockhart, whipped. 

X Isaac Lipscomb, " 

X Samuel Lipscomb, '* 

X Nathan Lipscomb, money taken. 

X Daniel Lipscomb, " 

X Clem Bowden & wife, whipped. 

X Matthew Huskey, whipped^ &, $G0 in money taken. 

X Jefferson Huskins, wife, two sons, & two daughters, whipped, 

X Minty <fe Adaline Clarke, whipped. 

X Harriet Fernandis & daughter, beat with stick. 

X Benjamin Philips, wife, &- all the family, whipped. 

X Jack Sarratt, wife, son, & daughter, whipped. 

X John Hams, whipped. 

X Major Cash, 

X Nelson Ogleb'y, " 

X Bynam Humphries, whipped. 

XWattBobo, 

X John Sarratt, jum, " 

X Lorenzo Ross, '* 

X Lowns Sarratt, twice. 

X Charity Philips, '* & shot, ears cropped. 

X Moses Lipscomb, wife, & daughter, *' 

X Calvin Petty & wife, " 

X Richard McCraw, beat. 

X J(?»jeph McCraw. 

X Reuben Philips & wife, beaten. 

X Prear Humphries & Green & Wade, beaten, 

X Spencer Wadkins, beaten badly. 

X Jane Ray, ^* 

X Ann Bonner & daughter, beaten twice. 

X Alsberry Bonner, 

X Sam Bonner, 

X Bock Huskey, 

X Thomas Camp & Father, Lewis, beaten twice. 
X George McLau^hUu & Lucy, " 
X Benjamin Littlejohn, " 
X Anthony Lipscomb, 

X Moses Eaves, . & robbed of property. 

X Samuel Foster, *♦ 

57 1 
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X \Vm. M. Champion, whipped. 
X C. P. Price, " badly. 

XU. A. Glover, 
X Rufus Irvin, shot. 
X Wm. Bright, 
X Wm. Smith, " 
X Jacob Montgomery, shot. 
X Alberthy Garrison. 
X Glov3nor Macomson. 
X Bud Garrison. 
X Green Petty. 
X Swan Macomson. 
X Peter Hines. 
X Luke Linder. 
X Lifus Littlejohn. 
, X Elizabeth Petty. 
X Lueinda Petty. 
X Ann Linder. 
X Adaline Ross. 
X Curtis Lipscomb. 
X Frances Petty. 
X Mitchell Lipscomb 
X Primus Sarratt. 
X Martha Sarratt. 

X Moses Lipscomb, beat, blacksmith. 

X Sarah Sarratt, '* 

X Manza Sarratt, whipped 2. 

X Caroline Sarratt, " 2 tim. 

X Mary Sarratt, ♦* 

X Henry Sarratt. 

X J oseph Sarratt. 

X Harry Lipscomb. 

Fuller Sarratt. 

Chesterfield Morgan. 

Gracy Lipscomb. 

Wilson Lipscomb. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. What was the state of security felt l)y the peoiJle at large in that township 
after these whippings commenced ? 

Ansivei'. The republicans were all set in awe. They were in awe. A great many of 
them were threatened. On the day of election, many of them came to my house in 
the precinct and many were threatened there and driven off. So I was told. I was 
not there on the day of election myself. 

Question. Do you say the election was to be held at your house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it held tJiere at that time ? 

Answer. No, sir ; two of the managers qualified on Sunday evening ;were whipped 
that night. Mr. Champion and Clem Bowden were whipped. My son was then 
threatened. He was the other one. He came off with me to this place. 

Question. In the state of feeling that resulted from the whipping of Bowden and 
Champion do you think an election could have been held with any degree of safetv 
there ? 

Answer. I think not, sir, with any degree of justice at all. 

Question. Can you say how many persons on that list are white and how many col- 
ored? 

Answer. There are about five white, I believe : William M. Champion, C. T. Price, 
Eufus Irwin, William Bright, and U. A. Glover. 
Question. Were they white persons ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I have put them all together. 

Question. What was the state of things in the township adjoining, to your knowledge ? 

Answer. In the White Plains Tow^nship there was very little said about it, either 
ahove or below, when it commenced in Limestone. That was the region of it in the 
county. My brother-in-law, O. P. McArthur, had been over visiting North Carolina, 
•naking his boasts in the neighborhood that they would carry so and-so and leave the 
"balancB to the Ku-Klux. 

By Mr. Van TRiraiP : 
Question. Did you hear that 
Answer. I heard him say it. 
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By the Ciiaikmax : 

Qiustion. "VYas lie the man arrested for the whipping of Champion ? 

Ansu'ci', Yes, sir ; the same man. He was the man, in my opinion — I heard his voice, 
and from the Ivnowledge I had of his voice I believed it to be him giving the word of 
command when they were near ray honse. After I left there they went around into 
AYhite Plains and up into Cherokee, above on both sides. This Ku-Klueking went out 
from there. 

Question. Have you examined a list which I requested to be prepared of persons who 
are believed to have b^eu whipped throughout the county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I have. 

Question. Are those i>ersons that you have given iu Limestone Township also em- 
braced in that list ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they are embraced in that list. 

Question. Have you counted up the number on the list you gave? 

Answer. I ran over it. I think there are about one hundred and eighteen. There is 
a list of the cases in the whole county which has also been taken, and I looked ove^" 
those and have taken the names that were not on here before off my list. [Referring 
to the list set out in the testimony hereafter given of the Reverend A. W. Cummings.] 

Question. Are there any others iu that list of the whole county, outside of those which 
you have given, of which vou have any knowledge ? 

Answer. A very few. I have seen a few of them when they came to this place. 

Question. A few of the persons who had been whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, a few of those who had been whipped. They being strangers to me, 
unless my attention was called particularly to it I did not know it. 
Question. Did you own a plantation in Limestone Township ? 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 
Question. How large a one ? 

Answer. I have owned a good deal of land there — over a thousand acres of land — but 
I was behind and in debt when the war broke out and my property was taken from me, 
so that I had to take the homestead act. 

Question. You had had a thousand acres ? 

Answer. I had a rise of fourteen hundred acres. 

Question. AYere you living on that at the time you lived there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It is right on the road leading between here and Shelby and Lin- 
coln, North Carolina. 

By jSIr. Van Trump 

Question. In whose handwriting is this list? 

Answer. It is mine. 

Question. AYhen was it made out ? 

Ansivo'. I have been making it out along ; I commenced, and I had some notes of it, 
but all that has been written down on that sheet of paper since this morning a week 
ago. 

Question. This is not the original book ? 

Aiiswcr. Xo, sir. I just took a minute along in my pocket, and I have drawn that off 
from it. 

Question. Why did you not bring the original ? 
Ansxccr. It was only just little scraps ; little notes. 
Question, What has become of it ? 

Answer. I threw them away last Saturday morning in the post office. It was just 
little notes I had takei;. 

Question. You commenced in October? 

A7iswe)\ I cannot say exactly when. 

Question. You kept them on little slips? 

Ansiver. Sometimes on the back of a letter in my pocket. 

Question. You preserved all those faithfully up to last Saturday? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you made a copy of them ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Questio7i. Why did you not i)reserve the slips and bring them here ? 

Answer. They were so mixed up and litigated. I had no idea of being called. 

Question. jNIlxed up and what ? 

Ansicer. Mixed up and tangled up with little slips that I consolidated. 
Question. Had they been mixed up much ? 
Answer. There were probably a dozen pieces. 
Question. Were there not more ? 

Question. I have taken up a good many names since that, I think. 

Ansiver. Since Saturday ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. * 

Question. How many have you added since Saturday that you had not before ? 
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Answer. 1 cannot show you without looking. [Examining the list.] The first namo 
added is Jacob JNIontgomery, and from that down. 

Question. You commenced adding new names which had not appeared on the original 
memoranda from knowledge you received from others since last Saturday ? 

Aimver. Yes, sir ; I had heard of a great many of them but liad not noted them 
down ; and when I found men here, called on them to give me their names. 

Question. You began on Saturday to add to the list as comprised on those original 
memoranda ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 
Question. You began with the name of Jacob Montgomery ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, 

Question. Here are two names that seem to not belong to the list at all : Matthew 
Lancaster, shot, and Caleb Jenkins ? 
Answer. They ought to be stricken off. They do not belong to the list. 
Question. Why not ? 

Answer. They were just marked. It was just because it was marked in calling over 
this list ; they were not in my knowledge. 

Question. Are there any others that ought to be stricken off ? 

Answer. No, sir; [erasing the names.] Those two are stricken off. In calling t ho 
list those names wore put down there to see if they hadn't been. 

Question. You have stricken those two names off on this table here, just now ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but they were not counted. 'They were not in my knowledge. It 
was done in calling this list. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Are they counted in making up the one hundred and eighteen ? 
Answe7\ No, sir. 

By Mi. Yan Trump : 

Question. Then there are thirty-one left of those added if this is a name, is it? 

Answer. "Moses Lipscomb, beat, blacksmith. ' He is called there blacksmith, to 
designate him from another Moses Lipscomb. He is marked blacksmith ;" that is all 
that means. 

Question. Then there are thirty names you have added to the list since Saturday 
that; were not on the original memoranda ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; you can count them ; it is from that name down that I have shown 
you. 

Question. Will you count them ? 

[The witness counts the names as directed.] 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; there are thirty of them. 

Question. You say you have destroyed those original memoranda ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I threw them in the fire-place ; tore them and pitched them in. 

Question. You say several were written on the backs of letters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on the backs of envelopes taken from my pockets. 

Questio7i. Were they in ink or in j>encil ? 

Answer. All were in pencil. I always carry a pencil with me. 

Question. You always caiary these memoranda with you too ? 

Answer. Sometimes I c¥d until I got half a dozen names on one, and then I would 
put them in a drawer. They would be worn. 
Question. Were they not very much worn ? 
Answer. A good deal. 

Question. Were the pencil marks rubbed out in many instances ? 
Answer. I saw them. I could not distinguish the names, but the knowledge of the 
names enabled me to make them out. 
Question. Are you sure of that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were not living on your farm while making out this list ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Living here in town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the distance ? 

Answer. Sixteen or seventeen miles ; but many of them I made out while at my own 
place. I would go down there in the day-time. I have been there once in a while. 
Question. What day of the month did you come to Spartanburgh town ? 
Answer. On the 18th. 
Question. You then came to stay here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Because you were afraid to go back ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 

Question. How often did you go back in the day time ? 
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Ansiver. I went back. I came here on Tnesda3" night, and I went back on Thursday. 
My crop was all to bo gathered, and nio and my sons went back and helped to gather 
the eioi). 

Qur>,Uou. Did you stay more than one day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; several days. 
Quciition. At that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qutstlou. ^Yhere did j'ou stay at nights? 

Answer. In the woods. 

Question. Have you l)een back since then ? 

Ansirer. O, yes, !sir; I have been there frequently since then. This summer I went 
down there on Monday and staid until Friday night. 

Question. You have already stated how Jordan Surratt was used ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I have stated that Jordan Surratt was abused. 
Question. ^Vho wa«> Thomas Austell ? 
Answci'. A black man at Limestone Springs. 
Question. \Yhen was he whipped ? 

Answer. Along last fall some time; I cannot say at what time. 
Question. How did yon ascertain it? 

Ansu'C}'. From the rejiorts of others that saw him and give them to me. 
Question. ^Yho told y(ui ? 

Answer. I think it was some of my folks living on my place. I think it was Moses 
Lipscomb; called the blacksmith. He has given me a great many of these names. He 
is living on my place. 

Question, \shat were the circumstances of Austell's whipping? Was it by disguised 
men? 

Answer. It was said to be by the Ku-Klux. 

Question. After night ? 

^insicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of them ? 

Answer. There were several of them. Several names, all on the same place there, 
were whipped at the same time. 
Question. How many of them ? 
Answer. Four or five of them. 

Question. What are their names? State them without looking at the paper. 
Answer. Two or three of the Curtis boys, and the Anstells, some of them ; and there 
is Trone Anderson ; I think he is among them. 
Question. All on your place ? 

Answer, No, sir ;' they are at Limestone Springs. Moses Lipscomb, the blacksmith, 
living on my place, gave me the information. 

Question.' Were all these parties whipped the same night ? 

Answer. 1 cannot say whether they were whipped the same night or not. 

Question. How many of the Curtises were there ? 

Answer. I do not remember. I think two or three of them. Then Trone Anderson 
belonged to Colonel Curtis ; and many of them are given by^ dilierent names. Trone 
Anderson nsed to belong to Colonel Curtis, and now goes under another name. 

Question. How many names does he go by ? 

Answer. He belonged to Colonel Curtis, and since he has been free he has been Trone 
Anderson. 

Question. Has he had two or three names ? 

Ansicer. He has Curtis and Anderson ; those are all I have known of. 
Question. What are the first names of these Curtises? 
* Ansiver. 1 don't remember now. 
Question. Are they all black men ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not remember the first names of these Curtises ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know them ? 

Answer. I have seen them ; but I didn't make the acquaintance of any of the negroes 
except a few. A negro would call, but I never formed acquaintance with them. 
Question. What night were they visited ? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. I told you so before. 
Question. Were they visited by disguised men ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that was said. 
Question. Y'ou are certain of that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question . Who told you ? 
Answer. I believe it was Closes Lipscomb. 
Question. Marcellus Gaflney — who was he ? 

Ansivei'. He belonged to the Captain Gaffney estate, in that same section. 
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Question. Where was he shot ? 

Answer, I told you I only took these names as given to me by these men. 

Question. But when was he shot ? 

A)mct^\ Some time alono; last fall, after the election. 

Question. How many men called on him the night ho was shot 1 

Answer, I cannot tell you. 

Question. Were they disguised men ? 

Ansiver. They were said to be. 

Question. What time of the night did they call ? 

Ansiver, I cannot tell you that, either. 

Question. How many Lipscombs are on this list ? 

Answer. Probably a dozen ; I don't remember that. 

Question. You think there were about a dozen ? 

Answer. Probably a dozen. I don't think there is fully a dozen ; but several I know 
There are two Moses Lipscombs, and there was a Harry Lipscomb. 
Question. How old are the Lipscombs ? 

Answer. Those two Moses Lipscombs are both very old ; I suppose either of them is 
sixty or seventy. 

Question. What did you say the first names of the Lipscombs were — Harry ? 
Answer. One is Harry Lipscomb ; there are several Lipscombs. 
Question. Are they all pretty well advanced in years ? 
Answer. No, sir ; some are young. 
Question. How young is the youngest ? 

Answer. Some are not more than twenty years of age, I supi)ose — different ages. The 
two Moseses are the oldest. 

Question. Are any of them under the age of twenty ? 

Answer. I don't remember that there is. You will see the names on there. 
Question. What do you mean by the expression there ; is it ^' to found out ?" 
Answer. No, sir ; it was the wife. We Avanted to get her given name. 
Question. Did you get it ? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What is it ? 

Answer. I cannot -tell you now, but I know when that was marked there I knew 
what it was for. 

Question. Who is Nathan Lipscomb ? 
Answer. A black man. 

Question. Who gave you information as to his wrongs ? 

An^jer. This Moses Lipscomb. They are always rather connected, and this Moses 
Lipscomb, the blacksmith, gave me the information. 

Question. Then I understand you the information you got as to the violence com- 
mitted upon all the Lipscomb name you received from Moses Lipscomb ? 

Answer. I think the most of them ; T probably saw some of them. 

Question. Did you know Nathan Lipscomb ? 

Anstver. I wouldn't know him if he was to come into this room this morning. 

Question. Do you know anything that occurred in his case ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; it is just what was given to me as I have taken it down. 

Question. Do you know when it occurred ? 

Answer. No, sir. It was last fall some time. 

Question. Do you know whether it was last fall or this spring ? 

Answer. All these names were last fall. 

Question. All of this paper ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. But all the Lipscomb names ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; all the Lipscomb names I think were last fall, as well as I recollect. 
Question. How many of these Lipscombs do you know personally ? 
Answer i I know of two Moses Lipscombs and Harry Lipscomb ; that is all I know 
personally. 

Question. Was anything done to any of the Lipscombs, as reported in this list, that 
was unusual ? 

Answer. I don't know that there was anything; they were beaten and cuffed and 
whipped, &c. 

Question. Is that all ? 

Anstver. As far as I know and recollect at this time it is. If there is anything it is 
marked on there. If shot, I have marked it ; if his ears were cut, I marked it. 

Question. You do not recollect that anything was peculiar to one of the Lipscombs, 
or to Nathan Lipscomb, that did not belong to the other cases ? 

Answer. I do not remember it. 

Question. Was there any property taken from any of these men ? 
Answer. Some was taken. 

Question. What kind of property— -personal property ? 
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Answer. Yos, sir. 
QucstloiL What ? 

Avmscy. Closes Eaves had a ;^tiii taken from him and some money— so it was said. 
(Jui stion. I am speaking of Nathan Lipscomb. 

Aihsurr. Some had money taken from them. Dr. Iliiskie'had about sixty dollars ia 
money ; but 1 can't say. When I Ibnnd out a thing I marked it there. 
QiuaiiojL Who told you about Matthew Hnskie ? 
Auf<ai)\ I don't remember now wlio did tell me. 
Question. When did his ease occur ? 

Answer. There was one of the Huskies occurred about Christmas — I think between 
Christmas and New Years. 

Question. How many Huskies arc on the list ? 

Aitswer. Two Huskies, I believe, and several Huskius; they are Huskie and Huskin. 

Question. Hid yon know Matthew Huskie ? 

AnRwvr. I did not. I ku(;w his master, who raised lii"ta. 

Question. What did they do to him ? 

Answer. I suppose they whipped him. 

Question. Anything else ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you just now; I cannot recollect all the circumstances; but as 
it came to me I marked it down. 

Question. Wlio is Jefferson Huskins ? 

Answer. A freeman. He has always been free in my neighborhobd. 
Quistion. Do you know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He came fi om North Carolina ; he has been living there. 
Question. What was done to him ? 

Answer. He was whii)pcd, and his family abused and whipped. 
Question. What members of his family 1 

Answer. His wife and daughters— I think three daughters — and I think two sons. 

Question. Jefferson Huskins gave you that information ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he gave it to me himself. 

Question. What persons named Clark are maltreated ? 

Answer. There were some women named Clark. 

Question. Were they colored people f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was done to them ? 
Answer. They were whipped. 
Question. When ? 
Answer. I cannot tell yon. 

Question. Why did you not put down the dates? 

Answer, Because it was a month sometimes before I got hold of it. Their brother, 
my wagoner, gave me their names. 
Question. Where does he live 

Answer. Here in tov/n. He drives my wagon. He lives down here. 
Question. Here is a name — Feruandes ; is it a negro ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How dill he get that name? 
Answer. From his master's name. 

Question. What is the lirst name of the man (Fcrnandes) whipped? 
Answer. There are two of them ; one is Charlie, and the other is Nick. 
Question. Was there anybody else named Fcrnandes, but Charlie and Nick Fernandes 
whipped and maltreated i? 
Answer. Charlie's wife was. 
Question. What is her name ? 

Answer. She used to be long to the Pettys. I don^t remember; I forget it. 
Question. Did you know her ? 

Answer. She was raised within two miles of where I live. 
Que.stion. What was done to her? 
Answer. Whipped, beaten, and abused. 
Question, \\cls she alone in the house ? 

Answer. I don't remember ; I think her sister-in-law was with her. 
Question. Was her sister-in-law whipped ? 
Answer. 1 don't remember. 

Question. Was it a sister-in-law or daughter that was with her ? 

Answer. I don't remember how that was. 

Question. Who told you about her ? 

Answer. Charles Fcrnandes told mo himself. 

Question. Here is a man named Phillips ; who is he ? 

Answer. Ben Phillips. He used to belong to my brother-in-law. 

Question. Do you know him well ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question, Who told you about him ? 

Answer. Y/att Linder; Watt Bobo, lie is called. 

Quesiion. What wero the circumstances ? 

Ansiver. W^itt told iiie he went to see bim ; he was whipped, and his wife, daughter, 
and several children ; and his wife was stamped. His wife used to belong to one of 
my brother-in-law, and Ben to another one. 

Question. Here is somebody named Harris — who is he ? 

Answer. There are a good many of that name in my neighborhood. There are some 
black persons raised there by the Harrises. 
Question. What was done to Harris ? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. What is his fn'st name? 

Ansicer. I think there were two or three ; I don't remember. 
Question. John Harris ? 

Answer. John Harris lives in the upper part of the townshii), and was raised by Mr. 
John Harris that lives in siglit of me. 
Question. Who told you of him? 

Answer. This Watt Bobo. It is in his neighborhood. 

Question. Cash — you have a i)erson of that uanie. Is that right ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it a man or a woman? 

Answer, I cannot say unless you furnish the name, because Watt Bobo gave me the 
name ; it was in his neighborhood. 

Question. How many names did Watt Bobo give you ? 

Ansiver. I doii't know ; ho gave me several times. He would give me the names. 

Question. Does he live thsre yet ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he a man of years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; of sixty years, I suppose. 

Question. Here is a man named Oglesby — who is that ? 

Ansiver, A black man. 

Question, "What is his lirst name ? 

Answer, I don't remember now. 

Question, Do you know him ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I know his master who owned him. 

Question. What was done to bim ? 

Answer, I suppose he was wdiipped ; I could not say. 

Question, You do not know whether he was whipped or shot or rode on a rail or 
what? 

Answer, No, sir ; I can't recollect. As I told you, there are so many of them, and 

different times and talking 

Question, Who told you about him ? 

Ansiver, I do not know ; I rather think it w^as Watt Bobo. As I told you before, he 
gave me at different times a good many names. 
Question, What sort of a negro is Watt Bobo ? 

Answer. He had a very good character ; he belonged to Squire Bo*bo. 
Question. Was he above or below the common intelligence ? 
Answ€fi\ He is a little over the common intelligence of negroes. 
Question, I wish you would tell us how many names he gave you ? 
Answer. I cannot tell. 

Question. V^^^ it a large portion of this list ? 

Ansiver, No, sir; he has probably given me a dozen, or twice that. 
Question, Humphreys — who was that ? 

Answer. He was raised up near the North Carolina line, where the family of the 
Humphreys live. 

Question, A man or a woman ? 

Answer, I think x^robably there is a man and a w^oman in the list somewhere. 

Question, What is the first name of the man ? 

Ansiver, I cannot tell you ; I do not remember. 

Question. Is he married ? 

:K7iswer. I don't know whether he is or not 

Question. Why do you say there was a woman ? 

Answer. I say I think there is a woman Humphreys on the list somewhere. I did not 
say it was his wife. 

Question. Hero is the veritable Watt Bobo himself. He told you of his own case, of 
course ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hat was done to him ? 

Answe}\ They were after him. He kept out of the way for a long time. Then ho 
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^cnt to Cowpens Furnaco as a founder, Avhere Mr. Bobo promised ho shoilld not be 
bnrt. They Aveiit and took bim out and wliipped bim. 
Question.^ That is tbo way be got the name of Bobo ? 

Answer. Ho used to beloug to ^Ir. Lipscomb, and from tbat to bis son-in-law Liuder; 
and sometimes bo is called Lipscomb, and sometimes Liuder, and sometimes Bobo f 
Question. He lias tbree names t 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was be the foreman of tbo furnace ? 

Answer. He was the founder, or manager of the furnace. 

Question. Was he the only person you have beard of who was whipped at the furnace ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 think so. 

Question. Probably the same man about whoso case some testimony has already been 
given ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose so. 

Question. Surratt again— does be belong to this family of Surratt ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do they live together ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. * This one belougcd to my brothei-in-law Surratt, and Ben belonged 
to my brother-in-law Phillips. 

Question. Wliat is this one ? , 

Answer. Tliere are two Jack Surratts there ; one is junior and the other senior. 
Questio7i. What Avas done to bim ? 
Answer. lie was beaten. 

Question. This Humphreys, you understand, bad to sleej) out, and do not know 
whether he was whipped f 
Answer. I suppose he was whipped and then slept out I 
Question. How do you know ? 

Answer. I don't know ; it is by my inference. I have marked them. ' 
Question. You have not said here what was done to bim, and yon have said be was 
sleeping out ? 
Answer. If I have marked bim sleeping out, be did. 
Question. He is not marked, and you say be was sleeping out ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Did yon not say just now that be w^as sleeping out ? 

Ansive)\ Xo, sir ; I said Humphreys, I supposed, was whipped if be slept out, as they 
were generally. I marked them. 

Question. Do you mean to say you attempted to keep a complete record of what was 
done f 

Answer. Xo, sir. I have taken here a name, or a half a dozen names, and put them 
down where they Avere whipped, or their ears cut, or the like of that, but I cannot 
recollect all, or fry to. 

Question. Then in the ease of every person on this list you imt down the iujury done? 

Answer. Yes, sir; you will find a couple of dots there after the name ; that signifies 
whipped. 

Question. How does that come ; what do you mean by dots ? 

Answer. Just marked with a pencil, ditto, ditto. There is " whipped," and under it 
is ditto, ditto. 

Question. Then in all cases w^bere iujury was done you marked it, whether whipped 
or otherwise ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir; if whipped or abused. 

Question. It] after a person was noted down here as whipped, others followed who 
bad also been whipped, you made a pencil mark under it for the same thing? 
Answei'. Yes, sir ; some, I think, you will tind abused. 

Question. Take tliat list thus far; ''Jack Surratt, wife, son, and. daughter, whipped," 
and under the word wife" you make two little dots? 
Answer. Xot expecting you or anybody else would see it, I made it just for myself. 
Question. You- now" swear that those dots mean whipped? 
Answer, Yes, sir. ' 
Question. That they were intended to be so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; to signify whipped. You will find there, in other places, shot, and 
ears cropped, &c. That was for myself. 

Question. Do you swear there were none on this list but those whipped or otherwise 
maltreated ? 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge there is not a name down there but what has 
been mutilated, wdiipped, or abused in some way. 

Question. Do you say. you have no names hero of persons as to whom there was 
nothing done but threatening, or who slept out ; have you not names here of men who 
slept out merely from great fear ? 

A7iswer. Xo, sir ; I have never intended to put down such a one ; they have always 
been abused, whipped, or beaten, before I put them down. 
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Question. Some personal violence ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon mean to swear there is not a name as to which you have not received 
information as to some personal violence ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; by whipping, or otherwise. There have been nnmhers that have 
been lying out continually, but I have not brought their names up at all. 

Question. Ross — who is he ? 

Answer. He used to belong to Dr. D. B. Ross, over on the North Carolina line ; he 
had a great many negroes. , 
Question. What is his first name ? 
Answer. I don't remember. 
Question. What was done to him ? 
Answer. I cannot recollect. 

Question. [Indicating a name.] Is that another Surratt ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. About how many Surratts are there ? 

Ansicer. There are a dozen or two. There was a great many. My father-in-law had 
a great many black ones. 

Question. All these Surratts must have belonged to your father-in-law t 
Answer. He and his brother had a great many blacks. 
Question. What were their names ? 

Answer. Anthony and John Surratt were their two sons. There are many there of 
the name of Surratt. 

Question. What is that word ? [indicating a word.] 

Answer. Twice. There is ditto before it, for being whipped, and then " twice." 

Question. Here is a fellow named Phillips — who is he, and Avhat was done to him? 

Answer. There are two or three Phillipses. 

Question. Are you sure there are two or three Phillipses ? 

Answer. 1 think there are. 

Question. That is your impression ? 

Answer. There is more than one, I think. 

Question. Then there must be two at least ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. We have spoken of Benjamin Phillips ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This man is named Charlie Phillips— what was done to him ? In the first 
place do you know him ? 

Ansicer, Ko, sir ,• as I told you before 

Question. What was done to him ? 
Answer. 1 don't remember. 
Question. Who told you about him ? 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Is it not Charity Phillips ? 

Answer. Yes, sir 5 there is a Charity Phillips. I took that down for myself j Ididiiot 
expect anybody else to see it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Call her Charity Phillips — what was done to her? 
Answer. I believe she was shot and whipped. She was near Cowpens Furnace. 
Question. Was anything else done to her ? 
Answer. I think that her ears were cropped. 
Question. Who told you about her? 
Ansioer. Two or three told me about her. 

Question. Moses Lipscomb and wife — what was done with them? 

Answer. They lived out of my neighborhood a iittle. They were witnesses in this 
case. I think they were whipped. 

Question. Were there any more in the family* besides Lipscomb and his Tvife? 

Anstver. Yes, sir; I thhik there were sortie -more of his family. He has a son; 
whether he was with him and w^hipped there or not I don't remember. I don't re- 
member whether it was him or his daughter. 

Question. Were their ears cropped ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Then why do you have those two marks right under the word " cropped V' 
Ansicer. I told you those tw^o just indicate " whipped." Wherever you find those 
two marks, that means " whipped." 

Question. That is what you meant them for when you wrote this ? 

Answer. Yes, nir. 

Question. You swear to that ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; I told you that before. 
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Question. What sort of a raark do yon niake for ^' shot ?" 

Aii^ircT. I write it " shot." When their ears were cropped I marked that "cropped." 
(Question. Here is Petty— who is he 1 

Aumrr. There are several Petty's there. I think there are two or three of them. I 
conhl not say liow many, hut I think there are more than one. 
(Juistion, This is Calvin Petty; what was done to him ? 
Answer. Ih^ was whipped, lie was raised within two miles of me. 
Question, Do you know him well? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qiu\stion. Was anyhody whipped with him ? 

Answer. I think that he and his wife were hoth whipped. 

Question. Were they shot also ? 

Answer. I don't reiuemher that. They have moved out of my neighborhood away 
up in the U])])er corner of the township. 
Question. Who told you about that case ? 
Answer. I cannot say now. 

Question. Where were you told, in town or at homo ? 
Answer. I think I was told out at home. 
Question. Vihat was done to them ? 
Answer. I cant recollect. 
Question. Were they whipped ? 

Answer. I think they were w^hipped. I can't positively recollect all the circumstances. 
Question. Yon say whenever they were whipped you intended two little strokes of 
the pencil should appear here to signify it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; wherever you iind two dots. 
Question. Where there are three, what does it mean ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Where there is one, what does that raea,n ? 

Answer. I suppose it was intended to bo two. It was intended to be two always. 
Question. Suppose there are three, what does it mean ? 

Answer. I didn't make three with the intention of making it of any signitication 

Question. W^hen there is one, what does it mean ? 

Answer. It was to be two. I intended it to be two to signify ditto. 

Question. You say Calvin Petty and his wife were whipped? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Anything more ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Here is a McCraw ? 

Answer. A black man. 

Question. Do you know him? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Who told you about him ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Were you told of him in town or out there ? 

Answer. I got most of it out there. I don't remember. All that first list I got when 
I was down there. I heard here of new cases, and I marked them down. 
Question. What was done to him ? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question. W^as he shot or whipped ? 

Answer. I can't tell. If ho was shot I don't remember it now. 
Question. When you say he was beat," what flo you mean by that ? 
Answer. He was beat by cuffing him over the head — this blacksmith Lipscomb was. 
Question, Do you recollect whether he was beaten or shot ? 
Answer, No, sir. ^ 
Question, IIow many ^IcCraws, if any, are there? 
Answer. I don't remember of but one now ; there may be another one 
Question. There is a Joseph McCraw right under Richard McCraw — what was douo 
to him ? 

Answer, 1 suppose it was about the 'same. I suppose they were brothers x)robably. 
Question. You only know that because they were brothers it was about the same, 
beat or shot or whipped ? 
Answer. I don't know ; I suppose it only by the notes. I go by the notes. 
Question. When there are no notes at all what does it mean ? 
Answer, That they have been abused; or some violence of some sort. 
Question, What sort of violence ? 

Answer. 1 don't know. !May be that they entirely escaped, and no mark was made ; 
but I intended to signify it. But that paper was for my own information. I didn't 
expect any man to see it. 

Question. Here is Keuben Phillips— do you know him ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
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Question. What was doue to him ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. lie livos above mo a piece. 
Question. Was anybody else with him that night f 
Answer. I do not remember. 

Question. Here is another Humphreys — do you recollect his uame ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Is there such a man or woman as Preare Humi)hreys ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; Preare Humphreys. 
Question. Do you know him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know wlio told you about his case? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Anybody else with him ? 
Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. When you entered " Prc{>re Humphreys and Green and Wade," what did 
you mean ? 
Ansiver. They were three brothers. 
Question. How were they visited ? 

Answer. 1 suppose they were whipped. I don't know ; I suppose they were whipped, 
I don't know unless 1 could see my marks there. 
Question. Here is a man named Watkins ? 
Answer. A black man above me. 
Question. What is the tirst name ? 
Answer. I don't remember. 
Question. What was done to him ? 
Answer. I don't remember. 
Question. A person named Eay — who is he ? 
Answer. A black person. 
Question. A man or woman ? 

Answer. I don't remember, but I think it was a woman ; but I will not be positive. 
()was^ioii. Jane Ray? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was done to her ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember. There have been so many occurrences of this kind I did 
not exactly charge my mind with it. 

Questiojh .Here are some Bonners — ^how many Conners? 

Answer. I think there were some three, or four of them that have been whipped. 
Question. All men ppi-own ? 

Answer. No, sir; there were some women among them. 
Question. Did you know them all ? 

Aiiswer. Tliey belonged to my sister, sir. She was a widow. I knew them when 
tlioy were there ; they have got shifted about. 

Question. Does your sister live in the neighborhood ? 
jbisiver. Yes, sir ; her husband is dead. 
Question. Is she living up there in these troubles ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do these Bonners ever live with her ? 
Answer. No,. sir ; I think only one lives with her. 
Question. Which one? 

Ansiver. Sam, I think, is living there with her. 
' Question. Is your sister alone there through all these troubles ? 

An8wa\ Yes,' sir. I have a brother staid there through all these troubles ; he is one 
of my worst enemies. 

Question. Is that the condition of things in South Carolina ? 

An8wa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Brothers hate each other? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the state of things. 
Question. Do you hate him ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 
Question. Do you treat him kindly ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. I have done nothing against him. I have invited him into my 
house. 

Question. All the hate is on his part ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. He hates me for being a republican. 

Question. You have no objection to his being a democrat? 

Answer. No, sir ; I want everybody to enjoy his own principles. I would just as soon 
we should fall out about religion as politics. 
Question. Here is Huskie ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Who told you about those Bonners ? 
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Answer, I saw one of them. lie told mo of the others, I think. 
Question What was done to this Iluskio ? 
Ansim; I don't rememher now. 

Question. Here arc two Camps— Thomas Gamp, who is he? 

Answer. There are two Camps there. I don't know them at all. They didn't belong ' 
to my family ; they belonged to a connection. 

Question. You do not know who told you about them ? 
Answer. No, sir. llis sou and his father were both whipped. 
Question. McLaughlin ? 

Answer. He lives in the neighborhood. He was tried before me for stealing a plow, 
and they investigated it. 

Question. Was that before ho was whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. -How long before ? 

Ansiccr. It was before I left that the investigi^tion took place. After that he was 
whipped. 

Question. He stole somebody's plow ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was accused of it ; but it was not proven on him. He had had 
the plow. It was a breach of trust. He had swapped it off for another one, and the 
man had him indicted for stealing, and he said it was only a breach of trust ; that he 
had only swapped it for another. 

Question. You called that a breach of trust? 

Answer. Yes, I should have called it a breach of trust. They made a compromise. 

By the CiiAiRiiAX : 
Question. Did he borrow it ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; he v. as working on the gentleman's pla»tation and had. itiubis cus- 
tody. I thought it was more a breach of trust than anything else. 

By Mr. Y.s:n' Trump : 
Question. Littlejohn — who is that? 

Answer. I think there are two or three of them on that list. There was Ben Little- 
john they whipped. 

Quest ion. Here is another Lipscomb — who is Eaves? 

Answer. Moses Eaves I told you of some time ago ; he was whipped and property 
taken from him. 

Question. What property ? 

Answer. He had a gun and some other sort of property — I don't remember exac43y. 
Question. Was there anything but the gun taken ? 

Answer. I thiuk some said there was some money, but I didn't put it down probably. 
Question. Here is Irvin? 
Answer. Rufus Irvin. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. He was a white man ; ho was shot in the shoulder. 

Question. Now we come to the dividing line between the list and those added recently. 
Jacob Montgomery — you say you got these names recently I 
Answer. He was here in attendance. 

Question. But you said the new list commenced on Jacob Montgomery. Y'ou got all 
names after his name since Saturday ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; principally men here in attendance. 
Question. From the witnesses who were here? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. These Lipscombs are a big clan ? 
Ansica'. Yes, sir ; there are a great many Lipscombs. 
Question. Who gave you the name of Jacob Montgomery f 
Ansiver. He gave it to me himself. 
Question. What is the first name of this man Garrison? 
Answer. Albertha — a woman. 
' Question. Was she here as a witness ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you see her ? 

Ansicer. I knew her. There were seven or eight of them whipped there at a frolic at 
the same time. They gave me the names. 
Question. Where was that frolic ? 

Answer. At Widow Smith's Mill, a few miles this side of my place. 
Question. What witnesses are here to testify to that case ? 

Answer. That one and Smith ; the two names come together. They were both there, 
and they gave nie these names that were whipped. 

Question. How many names here were at that frolic that were whipped ? 
Answer, I forget now, but seven or eight. 
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Question. Can you give any other names but Montgomery ? 

Answer^ Aleck Montgomery, Albertlia Garrison, Bud Garrison — he has some other 
name too, but is always known by that name. There are several others ; I don't 
.remember them. 

Question, You got all the names of persons whipped at the frolic from Jake Mont- 
gomery ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir ; him and Smith. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Willis Smith ? 
1 Answer. I think so. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is Smith down here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It may not be right there, for I think I had his name before. 

Question. How many Smiths are on this paper ? 

Answer. I don't remember of but one now. 

Question. I see but the one, but what do you call that ? 

Answer. [Examining the paper.] William. [Wm.] 

Question. That is not Willis, then? 

Answer. They all call him Will. I put him down William. 
Question. That is the trouble with these negroes ; they have so many names? 
Answer. He is always called Will Smith. I put him down William. He was at that 
fi'olic. 

Question. [Indicating a name.] What name is that ? 
Answer. Macombson. [McUpson.] 
Question. Was he one at the frolic ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was Garrison one? ^ 
Ansxver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there more than five ? 
Answer. There is one above Smith there. 
Question. Bright? 

Answer. No, sir j Bright is a white man. The one above Smith. 
Question. That one is Bright. 
Answer. The one below, then. 
Question. Jacob ^Montgomery ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir ; that is the one. Smith and Montgomery were both whipped. 

Question. Smith, Montgomery, Bud Garrison, and Macombson? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think there is another name or two yet. 

Question. Who is Petty ? 

Anmer. It is a woman, is it not? 

Question. I ask you who it is. 

Answer. There was a woman Petty who was whipj)ed there. 
Question. At that place ? 

Answer. I think it was at that place. I know one was whipped. 
Question. You say a person, and you think a woman named Petty, was whipped at 
that frolic ? 

Answer. 1 say I have the name of one whipped, whether it was given before or not. 
Question. You say a j)erson named Petty, a woman, was whipped at that frolic ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but if I had her name before, I would not put it down in that por- 
tion of the list. I looked to not have the names twice. 
Question. This is Green. Is that a woman's name ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Was he whipped there ? 

Answer, Y^es, sir ; he was given as one whipped there. 

Question. There is another Macombson ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was his first name ? 

Answer, I do not know ; there are two Macombsons there. 
Question, Were they both at that frolic ? 
Ansiver, I think so, sir. 
Question. Who is Hiues? 

Answer. I don't know. I do not think he was at that frolic. I think he came in 
afterward. 

Question, What is Hines's first name ? 

Answer. 1 do not remember. I only know the name of Hines. 
Question. Who told you about him ? 

Answei'. I don't remember ; some of them that were here ; it was among them. 
Question. Then you do not recollect who told you even as late as Saturday ? 
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Ansiver. Xo, sir; I was talking ovor so many; there were so maiiy. 

Qtu'stion. Did you get tlieni np all together? 

Amu-cr. No, sir; I was two or three hours. 

Qiu^tion. Did you devote all Saturday to this business? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Waii it all done on Saturday f ^ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you find these negroes? 
Answer. In the back yard. 

Question. You were out there with pencil and paper? 

Ansu'C)\ Whenever I saw one I knew, I asked him. I would ask them if they knew 
of any parties wliii)pedj and if I hadn't the names down, I i)ut them down, if I was 
satisfied. 

Question. Under whose instructions were you acting? 

Answer. Nobody's ; but several of us were talking about this in the post office, and 
they were wishing they had a list of all the cases. 
Question. Who were they ? 
Answer. Dr. Cummings and several others. 
Question. This right reverend Dr. Cummings, of this place ? 
Answer. l"es, sir. 

Question. Was Postmaster Cannon one of them ? 

Answer. He was. in there with us. I don't remember whether he took part. 
Question. W^ho first suggested a list? 

Answer. Dr. Cummings and I had spoken frequently about having a list, and we 
then spoke of having a full list, and he said, " Squire, you help mo to make out a list," 
and I tried to get individuals and make it out for myself in Limestone. I said I would 
tiy to make it for Limestone, and the-doetor would get the others. 

Question. Who is Liman ? 

Answer. I do not know any such name as that. 
Question. [Indicating a name.] Is that the name ? 
Answer. No, sir, that is Linder. 
Question. Do you know him ? 

Answer. I know several Linders. I know Moses Liuder. 

(^Mcsfio?!. Is his name on this list? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. He lives close by me, within a mile and a half. He is a black man. 
Question. Who told you about him ? 

Answer. I don't remember. I heard it divers times, but I don't think I had ever 
taken the name down. He had told me himself. 
Question. What was done to him ? 

Answer. They got hold of him, and he made his escape after they had abused him 
some. 

Question. That is Moses Linder ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. If there is another Linder, what is his name? 

Answei\ Daniel Linder is another. His name is on that list. He was whipped. 
Qu^tion. Are there more than two Linders ? 
Answer. 1 think s©. 
Question. Who is the other ? 

Anstcer. There are Moses and Daniel, and there is a Wcs Linder, but I do not think 
his name is on there. 

Question. Is there a Luke Linder ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Yon had forgotten him ? 

Ansii'€i\ Yes, sir; he did not belong to that family; he belonged to a Linder family 
living oil from me a little. I had forgotten his name. 

Question. What do these crosses mean that are placed before the names? 

Answer. Yon see,* whenever we would find any name that Tvas on this other list in 
calling it over, we would mark it that way. 

Question. Yon m«eau on those memoranda? 

Answer. No, sir. You see whenever we got a name on this list, (Dr. Cummings's list,) 
it was marked olF on that. We didn't want to get names on twice. 

Question. Then there is another list— the list for the county ? 

Answer. There is only this list that I have presented of Limestone. 

Question. Is that (Dr. Cummings's list) the one you compared with this? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Dr. Cummings had the names there, and when wo called them 
over they were marked there on my list to know that it was on this list. • 

Question. What do you say these crosses mean ? Explain that again. 
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Ankver, When we were calling over the county list those crosses were to iiiarlc these 
names. 

Question. Do you mean that the names that you testify to here are not on that county 
list? 

Ansiver. No, sir; they are all on here; h'ut whenever there was a name here that was 
also there, I marked it to know that it should not be twice on that list. 
Question. What was done to Luke Liuder ? 
Answer. I thiuk he was whipped. I can't say positively. 
Question. Why have you not got it marked so ? 

Ansivei\ Here are a good mauy others — Montgomery and others — that are not marked. 
Question. But I am asking^ ahou^ Luke Linder. Wh^^ are not those little significant 
pencil-marks of yours placed there opposite his name ? 
Ansicer. You will see there are a good many others there like that. 
Question. But I ask about that one ? 

Answer. It is the same case as the others. Those cases before, I suppose, were marked, 
and these neglected. I told you before that was only intended for my own satisfaction. 

Question. Here is Jake Montgomery, who commences the new list, marked. Was he 
whipped ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why were not the rest marked whipped ? 
Ansiver. It was just taken for granted. 
Question. Taken for granted ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether Luke Liuder was whipped or not ? 

Answer. No, sir; only from time to time I asked of these abuses and whippings. 

Question. You say that generally ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was reported to me. 

Question. You do not know whether they were whipped, merely called upon and 
warned, or whether they were shot at, or taken out in the woods. It was hit or miss ? 
Ansiver, I told you I was particijlar not to put down any one except he was abused. 
Question. How abused ? 

Ansiver. By cufiing, shooting, whipping, or something else ; and wherever they were 
shot it is marked so; and if th^i ears are cropi^cd it is marked. Most of them were 
whipped. 

Question. Having no marks here denoting whipping, you swear in a lump that all the 
names, from Jacob Montgomery down, were whippet! ? 

Answer. No, sir; but information was given to me that they were whipped and 
abused, and I have made it a rule to mark those abused. 

Question. You take it for granted now that they were whipped ? 

Answer, That was my inference in takiug it down. 

Question. Are there any among these that have not the mark made opposite to them 
that were abused ? 

Answei\ I asked them all not to report to me anybody except he was abused and 
maltreated in some way. 

Question. Were you careful to do that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, for I did'nt want to make a mistake — exceedingly careful. I didn't 
want to give a man's name that had not been abused. This thing of being afraid and 
lying out, I did not count. I did'nt count them, for many of them had been lying out 
for months. • 

Question. If these little marks— crosses — indicate that they are on the Rev. Mr. Cum- 
mings's list, how does it come that the latter part of this paper, numbering several 
names, has not that mark of the cross ? What is the reason of that ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Are those additional names ? 

Answer. They were names taken down after they were called, and I looked over 
again to see if they were ou there. 

Question. Are those two, three, or four names on the Rev. Mr. Curamings's paper or 
not? 

Anstver. I cannot say ; I suppose they are. 

Question. How did they get there ? They are not marked off on your paper. 
Ansiver. What I marked when we looked over it were all marked at that time. 
Question. Did you get any since you left the Rev. Mr. Cummings ? 
Ansiver. We had several Interviews in looking over that list. 
Question* Do you know whether these names are on that list or not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know why the cross-marks were omitted from those four 
names ? 

Answer. I do not. It was not intended for any one else but myself. 
Question. What are those two names ? [Indicating names.] 
Ansiver, Manza Surratt and Caroline Surratt. 
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Qucsiwn. Are not those names almost obliterated ? 
Ansver. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is the consequence of having tlic paper so folded that the part ^vhich 
^Yas on the outside was the part where those names were written f 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. This paper was made on last Saturday, and you have carried it since ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, in my coat-pocket. 

Question. And within thai time those names are almost absolutely rubbed out. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I could not read those names at all if I did not x^resumethat they were Sur- 
ratts. 

Answer. I do not know particularly. 

Question. When you carried those original memoranda, was it not the fact that most 
of the names were really worn out ? 

Answer. I dare say they might have beeUj but I had knowledge of a great many of 
those persons, knowing their names. 

Question. You say this paper was made out last Saturday ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, commenced last Saturday. 

Question. How many names are here ? 

Answer. One hundred and eighteen names, I think. 

Question. You had seventy or eighty names on those original memoranda? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. "Was any name obliterated that you could not recollect ? 
Answo'. No, sir ; I did not carry them all the time in my pocket— only a few days— 
and then threw them in the drawer. 

Question. You say many were worn and obliterated ? 
Ansiver. Y'es, sir," worn, but not obliterated. 
Question. Worn out ? 

Answer. No. sir ; I could make them out. I was particular enough not to carry pa- 
pers to wear them all out. 

Question. Yon were on this business and collecting these names all the time, where 
you had a chance ? 

Answer. I wanted to see who had all been whipped. 

Question. Have you been a i^retty active politician ? 

Answer. No, sir - I never took any part in politics in my life. 

Question. Never took any i^art in politics ? 

Answer. No^ sir ; I have always been a man that tried to stay at home ; I never 'tend 
to anybody's business but my own, and refused many a time before to accept the office 
of trial justice, or justice of the peace, as it was called, until I found that they had one 
before by whom it was so abused, that all the neighborhood were at me, and got up a 
petition, and had me appointed. 

Question. Did you belong to the Loyal League? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I did. 

Question. Was it mostly black ? 
. Answer. Yes, sir ; a good man^^ blacks and whites. 

Question. If you wfre not a i)arty man, what were you doing in that League ! 

Ansicer. I did not take any hand to lead as to political matters. I believed in the 
republican principles, but radicalism I was not in favor of. I was a republican. I. 
was born and raised under a republican government, and I wished to support it. 

Question. You liked the name " republican ?" 

Ansiver. Yes, feir; I have always boasted it> and claimed that I was a republican. 

Question. You took an oath when you went iuto that League? 

Answer. A pledge. 

Question. An oath ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was a pledge. 

Question. What do you call it a pledge for ? 

Answer. It was like that ; it was solemnizing. 

Question. Were you not pretty anxious about i)olitics to go into a colored League, and 
to have to swear to get in ? liiVl you not feel some anxiety to get in ? 

Answer. I was looked at with contempt because I would not join the democrats' 
club, and it was thrown into my face that I was a hidden radical, so that I could not 
go iuto company. They would say, Y^onder goes a hidden radical." 

Question. Was that the reason? 

Answer. No, sir. I said I joined it. I was a republican. 
Question. Did you meet pretty often in the League? 
Answer. About once a month ; sometimes once in two months. 
Question. Every time there was a meeting you were promptly on hand? 
A7i8ivcr. No, sir; I was often away. I had "a good deal of business away. I had tho 
surveyings and did the assessing, and taking the census, &c. 
Question. You have been largely in office, then ? 
58 t 
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Ansicei\ I had to take the census under Squire Irwin here. He applied to me and 
sent his son to assist. 

Question. Were you assessor ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And trial justice ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had you any other office then ? 
Answer. No, sir. I was postmaster in the old times. 
Question. But recently ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Within five or six years ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; my daughter has been since the surrender. 
Question. She is there yet ? 

Answer, No, sir; she is here now. The oifice is closed now. 
By the Chairman : 

Question, You commenced to tell about a case in which persons were bound over 
before you for whipping some men ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; for whipping Jordan Surratt and his family. 
Question, What became of that casQ ? 

Ansiver, It went before the grand jury and they threw it out. * 
Question. They ignored the bill ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have there been any persons brought to trial and punished for any of 
these oftenses in that township ? 

Answer, No, sir, none at all. That was the only indictment ever brought. 

Question. Does the present member of the legislature, Captain Lyle, live in that 
township ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j at Limestone Springs. 

By Mr. Stevenson : , 
Question. This Mc Arthur you have mentioned was arrested for the whipping of two 
of the election officers, I believe ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the managers of the election. 
Question. Do you know what nas become of him? 

Answa\ It is stated that he has gone to the West. He left here this spring. 

Question, He is not in this county that you know of? 

Answer, No, sir. It has been talked that ho is to come back in July. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question, Was it not understood that ho was to be back yesterday ? 
Anstcer. I don't know. I understood he was to come back in July, 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, Was he released on his own recognizance ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question, Did he appear ? 

Answe)'. I do not know, I went off Thursday. I suppose some of them appeared, 
but I don't remember whether he appeared. I was back to my plantation to see about 
my crop and met some of them co-miug on here. Whether McAithur was along or not 
I don't remember. 

Question. Did you say that two of the Camps were concerned in that matter, or 
accused of being in tbe party? 

Answer, From my own knowledge I do not know, but it is said by those whipped 
that the Camps were along. 

Question, Which ones ? 

Ansiver, They said Sol Camp and one of his sons. Sol Camp is my brother. 

Question, What was the name of the son ? 

Answer. I did not not ask which one ; they said it was one. 

Question, Have you but one brother down there with sons ? 

Ansiver. Only one brother there. I have three brothers — one here and one in York. 
Sol A, Camp lives in Limestone Township. 

Question. Are those boys brothers-in-law of the livery-stable keeper here, Mr. 
Gentry ? 

Ansivn', Yes, sir. 

Question. 1 forget whether you gave the period of time which this list covers ? 

Answer, All these outrages have been committed since the 2d of September, Avhen 
Jordan was whipped. I gave that in the outset, I believe. That was. the lirst outrage 
committed there. 

Question, You say you took the office of postmaster immediately after the s\i^ 
render ? 
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Anstvei'. No, sir; I had been prior to that, Imt then I was disfranchised and could 
nor take the oath, and my daughter took it. 
Qucfiihii. That was under President Johnson, was it ? 
Anm'cr, Yes, sir. 

Qucsiioii. You say that you accepted the office of magistrate or trial justice at the 
re(iuest of your neighbors t 
Jnf^ivcr. Yes, sir. 

Quesiioiu Do you mean your neighbors of both parties ? 

Ausivcr, A number of my neighbors were in hopes that after I was qualified I would 
carry out the law in better faith than it had been before. 

QnesUou. Do you mean to say that you were requested by men of both parties in 
that neighborhood to take the office? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiion. Have you ever had any notice served on you to leave this town ? 

Ansiver, No, sir.' I have received messages by individuals. 

Quesiion, By word of mouth ? * 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, But never in writing ? 

Answer, Never written. 

By Mr. Van Tku.aip : 

Question. You do not mean to say that these Ku-Klux came to you and told you by 
word of mouth, you a republican ? 

Answer, Some of my friends heard it and told me that if I did not leave there and 
change my way of doing they would Ku-Klux me. I always laughed at it. 

Question. They were friends ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It had not risen to such an excitement as now that they would 
not speak to each other. 

Question, That was before you came to town? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who told you that ? 

Answer. Mr. Price, who was whipped. He was a constable under me, and he told me 
that he heard it frequently. 

Quesiion. Was he in communication with these midnight assassins? 

A)iswcr. I don't know; he suffered severely by them afterward. He said he found 
that was the feeling throughout the country after I took hold of this case. 

Quesiion. Was that before he was whipped? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It was long after I came here that he was whipped. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Were you here when the troops arrived at this place ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir, I was here. We were looking for troops, as I said before, to pro- 
tect the election in October. Monday I came here. I was here, afterward, when the 
militia came, and as long as they staid, and when the cavalry company came. 

Question. You were here when the cavalry company came? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. W^hen was it ? 

Anstver. I do not recollect ; it was some time back. 

Question, Were you under any apprehensions of a raid upon this town about that 
time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I was. I was not lying in my house any night. I was shifting for 
fear of a raid here. 

Question. Were any other of the white republicans, to your knowledge, under similar 
apprehensions ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; I know they were. Dr. Cummings was one and my brother Frank 
another. He is county treasurer here. 

Question. W^as that generally the case among the white republicans of the town ? 
Answer, I thought so, sir. 

Question. How did they manifest their apprehension? 

Answer. By lying out in the nights and not sleeping at home ; shifting from one place 
to another, and not letting it be known where they were staying. 
Qmsiion. Do you know what ground they had for it? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. From what they could find from the country, threats 
were given out. They did make a raid in here one night. It was the night before a 
man Avas to be hung, last fall. 

Question. You say threats were coming in ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. What were they ? 

Answer. That they intended to come here and whip and kill out every republican in 
the town. 



916 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



By Mr. Van Tjiump: 

Question. You say the rumors were here nt that \\mr th;it ^Ih'h* was danger threatcued 
that these disguised nien would come here and kill all you republicans / 
Ansicer. That was the rumor. 
Question. Where did it come from ? 
Avsicer. It came from diliereut sources. 

Question. What time was it that you lirst api^rchcnded a raid ux^on the town ? 
Ansiver. For my own part, I did uot apprehend any danger until they made that raid 
on the jail. 

Question, Was not that the whole cause of apprehension here, and nothing else ? 
Ansiver, No, -sir. 

Question. Did uot the rumor arise from that fact ? 

Answer. That confirmed the thing. 

Question. Had there been rumors before? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you sure of that ? 

Aristver. I had heard some. 

Question. Before that company came here to get a white man out who was under 
sentence of dea*th for killing a negro, and were repelled by the sheriff almost alone, 
there was an apprehension of a raid \i]}on the town to kill the republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why did not these men, when they were in town, if they "kad an ol)jcct in 
killing the republicans, make a trial of it Avhen they were right here ? 
Answer. I don't know anything about them. 

Question. You say no names are on this list of persons upon whom violence or abiise 
was committed by these Ku-Klux prior to the 2d of September ? 
Answer. Not on my list. 
Question. How do you know that ? 

Answer. Because that was the first that was committed in Limestone Township — I 
was cognizant of it — that of Jordan Surratt. That was the lirst tiansgression, on 
Jordan Surratt and his family, and it has been followed up since that. 

Question. Then I understand that whether this list of yours is accurate or inaccurate, 
it does embody all that was done in Limcstoue Township ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. As I told you, I think there are two or three names that might 
possibly be from other places. 

Question. I understand you say that whether this list is accurate or inaccurate, it 
does comprehend, or was intended to comprehoud, all the acts of violence done in 
Limestone Township ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; so far as I could learn. 

Question. In other words, the lirst that took place in Limestone Township was on 
the 2d of September ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This list comprises all that has occurred within the limits of that township, 
with the exception of two or three, perhaps ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say this man Mc Arthur went west ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it not understood among the peoj^le here, from information received, 
that this man was expected to be back on the train yesterday ? 
Ansiver. 1 have heard he was to be back in July. 
Question. Have you heard whether he has come back or not ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, He is a brother-in-law of yours ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he married my sister. 

Question. He was arrested at your house ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he was arrested and brought to my house. 

Question. There is a great controversy between Mr. Poinier and Mr. Fleming, two 
eminent republimns here, as to which committed the outrage ui^on Mc Arthur. Do 
you know which it was ? 

Answer. No, sir; because, as I told you, he was my brother-in-law, and we had 
always been intimate, but they turned to be such inveterate enemies that I did not 
want to make things worse. 

Question. Were you cognizant of the order to double-quick him ? 

Answer. No, sir; I heard of it. 

Question. Did you hear it was so severe through the whole night that he fainted ? 

Answer. I have heard it here. I saw him when I went in the house,' and I didn't go 
out again, and the knowledge came in and ray son went out ; and he told me that he 
told them to stop it. 

Question. How long had it been going on ? 

Answer. I don't know ; that is ^ly knowledge of it. 
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Qucsiion. lie liad been arrested ou the information of some negroes who thought 
they recognized him in this disguise ? 

Answer. I suppose so. I took no part in the action of Mr. Poinier or Mr. Fleming. 

By Islv. Stevenson : 
Qucsiion. That was for the Champion ease? 
Answer. TJiat and three negroes also. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Did Champion make a complaint) ? 
Answer. I don't think so, because he was here. 

Question. As much difficulty as there may bo between you and your brother-in-law, 
do you not know that after he was released ou his own recognizance, he demanded a 
trial and was ready for trial ? 

Answer. I understood he came here — he and others — on Thursday. 

Question. And demanded a trial ? 

Ansiver. They said they were ready for trial. 

Question. There Avas no trial had ? 

Answer. I uudei^stood there was no trial. 

Question. Since then ho has gone west — no trial being had? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you have heard that he was to come back ? 
Answer. Yes, sn' ; I have heard so. 

By the CiiAiRiyiAN : 

Question. Has there not been more public clamor made in this county over the 
conduct of the crowd toward McArthur that night than over all these cases of outrage in 
Limestone put together ? * 

Answer. Yes, sir ; more than all put together. It has been spread far and near 
through the county. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. There was a great newspaper controversy, I understand, between Mr. 
Poinier and ^Ir. Flemiug, as to who did it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : , 
Question. They had to try and !jhrow the odium of it off on each other ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; each one was trying to defend himself. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 15, 1871. 
Rev. A. W. CUMMIXGS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Doctor Cummings, please state where you reside ? 
Answer. I I'cside in Spartanburgh. 
Question. How long have you lived here ? 
Ansicer. I have lived here since April, 1866. 

Question, ^^'here did you reside before you came to Spartanburgh ? 
Answer. I resided about twelve years in Asheville, North Carolina. ; one year prior in 
Tennessee, before that in Missouri and Southern Illinois. 
Question. What is your occupation f 
Answer. I was a teacher in all these places. 
Question. A teacher of what ? 

Auswn\ 1 was profess<:>r of mathematics four years in McKendree College in Southern 
Illinois, and two years president of that college. I then had charge of the Odd-Fellows 
Female College, East Tennessee. I was then elected president of the Female College 
at Asheville, North Carolina, in 1853. I remained there until I came here. The school 
was suspended, however, in 1863. I was then emi)lpyed as a minister on a circuit. 

Question. In what capacity did you act here ? 

Anstcer. I acted here as president of the Female College in tltis place for two years. 
The college was then sold; the trustees went into bankruptcy, and th© college was 
stopped and became private property. 

Question. In what business are you now engaged? 

Answer. 1 am not doing much business. I am farming a little. I have been, since 
then, a merchant. After the school suspended, I went into business— indeed, I had 
some connection with a store before that. My capital was invested to some extent. 

Question. Have you held any public positions in this county ; if so, state what they 
were and how you came to hold them. 
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A7mce7\ I assessed tlio i>ersonal property in tins town for 1868 and ISGO. In 1868 the 
assessors were appointed very late and the auditor found difticulty in sui:»plying the 
place, and requested me to act. I acted as Ids api^ointee — the next yeai- under the 
appointment of Governor Scott. I do not know how I came to h6ld the ofiice. I never 
asked for it. In 1869 I assisted Mr. Camp^ the county treasurer, in collecting the taxes 
for 1868. 

Question. How did you come to occupy that position of assistant in collectincj taxes? 
Answer. Mr. Camp was the treasurer and found difficulty in making his bond. He 
made several bonds and they were rejected. I was then applied to to go on his bond. 
Question. Who had the approval of his bond in this county ? 

Ansice7\ The county commissioners. They rejected his bond two or three times. I 
was solicited to go on the bond. I consented to do so provided I had some control of 
the office. Ifc was a large responsibility, and I was not willing to undertake it with- 
out having some control in the matter, in order to see if the business was done right. 

Question. What was the amount of the bond ? 

Answer. Ten thousand dollars. 

Question. Was it approved with you on it as security ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the county commissioners rejected the bond with my name on it. 
An appeal was taken by Mr. Camp to the attorney general of the State. I was called 
on for the schedule of property. I made affidavit that I was worth more than §10,000, 
and specified where the property was located. My real estate was worth much more 
than that. # 

Qiiestion. How much? 

Answer. About §30,000 at that time. 

Question. Where was it located ? 

Ansivcr. In Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, North Carolina, and here. 
Question. How much real estate had you here ? 

Answer. At that time I had no real estate here except my residence — my house where 
I reside ; I pay taxes on it for §2,500. 

Question, Please go on and state in what relation you have been thrown with the 
people of the county in consequence of holding these positions, and what knowledge 
you have of the extent to which the public peace and security have been interfered 
with by parties of disguised men in this county f 

Answer. As to my relations with the people I could hardly saj^ I have had compar- 
atively little to do with them. I assessed the i^roperty here. I assisted in collecting 
the taxes. . 

Question. Have you taken any part in the political aifairs of the countj^ ; if so, 
state it ? 

Answer. Where I was eligible I have voted. I voted in the spring of the year 1868 
here, and in the fall of 1868, and at all subsequent elections. 

Question. During the war did you take a stand with the Southern people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I suijpose it would so be considered. I was opposed to the war, 
but after the war commenced I would have liked to have had the South succeed. My 
sympathies were with the South in that matter. 

Question. In that election of 1868 with which party did you act ? 

Answer. I could not say that I acted with either party. I voted, though, for the 
ticket with Governor Seymour heading it — as I used to know him — for President. I 
voted that entire ticket in 1868. In the spring prior I voted the democratic ticket, 
with one exception, and he was not on the regular ticket for the county, but he was 
not a republican, and never has been. 

Question. State whether at any time you became apx^rehensive for your own personal 
security, and, if so, for what reason ? 

Ansiver. I have had reason to feel that I was not secure since the last election, and I 
know of no cause for it, except that I was supposed to be in sympathy with the 
administrdtion of the State and the General Government. 

Question. What caused that apprehension ? Go on and state it fully. 

Answer. General threats against republicans, and notices that I received from per- 
sons who professed to be friends, or anonymous communications, stating that I had 
better not sleep at home on particular nights. 

Question. Did those facts cause y.ou any apprehension^ and if so, what course did you 
take ? 

Answer. 1 have taken no special course on the subject. I left ray house on those par- 
ticular nights designated, but more to satisfy my family than myself. I then positively 
determined to take the consequences at my own house, and have remained at my 
home always since. I have said little and done little. 

Question. Were you here at the time the raid was made on the jail ? 

Question. I was in Columbia that night. 

Amwer. What has been the feeling of the republicans in this town as to their 
security ? 

Aimcer. They have felt entirely insecure almost constantly since the last election 
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and until the troops came here. I know they have. The young men of the republicans 
have been going ont. They have not been at homo much. They have slept out oi 
have been on guard, guarding themselves or their friends from that time until the 
troops arrived. It is my conviction that an attack would have been made on repub- 
licans if the troops had not arrived. 

Quesiion. Have you given attention to the outrages on the republicans and colored 
men in this county by the Ku-lvlux ? 

Answer. I have. 

Question, Have you made a list at my request of the persons who you believe to have 
been the subject of such outrages in this county ? 

Answer. I have. I will state that General Anderson, the assistant adjutant general 
of the governor in this State, came here last fall or winter, and sought for an inter- 
view with me, in which he wished me to give him the cases of this kind, as far as I 
had any knowledge. I then made a list of all cases that bad been reported to me in 
v.'hat I'regarded as an authentic manner, and furnished him that list. I believe that 
amounted to forty or fifty then, and from that time on I kept a list as the cases came up. 
Since this committee came here, I have looked over that list and combined it; with, 
OT increased it largely from, persons I have seen since you have been in session here. I 
have also examined the list that Squii'e Camp had. The list I have prepared for you 
is as follows : 

List of persons xclio have teen outraged in Spartanlurgli County^ South Carolina, 

1. Samuel F. White, whipped. 

2. John Genobles, whipped. 

3. Moses Cates, whipped. 

4. Mathew Lancaster, whipped and shot. 

5. William Moss, whipped. ^ 
G. Dr. Winsmith, shot — seven wounds, 

7. James L. Lanford, whipped. 

8. Joseph Millej*, whipped. 

9. Hampton Parker, whipped. 

10. James Henley, Avhipped. 

11. George AV. Garner, whipped. 

12. Gallop Jenkins, whipped. 

13. P. L. Speck, whipped. 

14. Reuben Bryant, robbed and threatened. 

15. B. F. Bates^ house broken open and threatened. 

16. Anthony Johnson, killed. 

17. 18. Richard Thomas, whipjied ; also his father, whipped. 
19. Jordan Blanton, whipped. 

•20,21. Charity Blanton, shot ; also her child, shot. 
2*2. Gabriel Austell, whipped three times. 

23. Clem Bowden, whipped. 

24. Minerva Bowden, whipped. 

25. Daniel Lipscomb, whipped. 

26. William Champion, whipiDed. 

27. Rufus Irvin, shot. 

28. C. P. Price, whipped. 

29. L. Surratt, whipped. 

30. Moses Eaves, whipped. 

31. Sally Blanton, whipped. 
U2. AV. A. Glover, whipped. 

33. Moses Linder, whipped. 

34. Dock Huskie, whipped. 
:>5. Giles Gaffney, whipped 

36. Alberry Bonner, Avhipped. 

37. Jef. Huskie, whipped. 

38. 39. Israel Surratt, wliipped ; also his wife driven from home. 

40. 41. George McLaughlin, whipped; also his wife j he was driven from the county 

42. Washington Linder, whipped. 

43. Benj. Surratt, whipped. 

44. Sue Surratt, whipped. 

45. Lucy Surratt, whipped. 

46. Rev. M. Petty, whipped. 

47. Primus Surratt, whipped. 

48. Lowndes Surratt, whipped. 

49. Calvin Petty, whipped and ears cut. 

50. Xarcissa Petty, whipped and ears cut. 

51. Thomas Austin, whixiped. 
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52. Larkiii Ivirby, whipped. 

53. Charlie Fernandes, seized and dragged from his house, but escaped. 

54. Harriet Fernaudes, whipped. 

55. Lucy Fernandes, whipped. 

56. Charity Phillips, whipped and shot. 

57. Mathew Huskie, whipped and left for dead. 

58. Sam. Foster, whipped, 

59. Preston Iluskie, whipped. 

60. John Huskie, whipped. 

61. Sue Huskie, whipped. 

62. Sina Huskie, whipped. 

63. Christina Huskie, whipped. 

64. Mattie Clark, whipped. 

65. Adaline Clark, whipped. 

66. Lewis Lay ton, whipped. 
07. ^lartin Sheldou, whipped. 

68. Mrs. Bird Jones, beaten with sticks and shovel. 

69. Martin Bobo, whipped. 

70. Zero Lipscomb, whipped. 

71. * Jacob Montgomery, whipped 

72. Curtis Lipscomb, whipped. 

73. Peter Hines, whipped. 

74. Swan McUpson, whipped. 

75. Luke Linder, whipped. 

76. Bud Garrison, beaten and kicked, 

77. Willis Smith, whipped. 

78. Glovenia McUpson, whipped. 

79. Albertha Garrison, whipped. 

80. Eliphus Littlejohu, whipped. 

81. Green Peeler, whipped 

82. Nowton Curtis, whipped. 

83. Isham McCrary, whipped. 

84. J. McLean, whipped. 

85. Thomas Vernon, whipped, 

86. Jacob Wingo, whipped. 
S7. Joseph Miller, whipped, 

88. Hampton Parker, whipped. 

89. James Gaftuey, whipped, 

90. Sam. Gaffney, whipped. 

91. Marcellus Galfney, whipped, 

92. John Turner, whipped. 

93. Pinkney Wilkie, whipped, 

94. Ned Dodd, whipped. • 

95. Austin Dodd, whipped. 

96. Moses Lipscomb, whipped. 

97. Lewis Lipscomb, whipx)ed 

98. Mitchell Lipscomb. 

99. Toney Foster, whipped. 

100. John Harris, whipped. 

101. M. Harris, whipped. 

102. Thomas Austell, whipped. 

103. Larkin Kirby, whipped. 

104. Trouc Anderson, whipped. 

105. Mrs. S. Anderson, whipped. 

106. Moses Linder, attacked and abused, but escaped. 

107. William Curtis, whipped. 

108. Sambo Curtis, whipped. 

109. Wilson Lipscomb, whipped. 

110. 111. Sidney Surratt, whipped ; also wife whipped. 

112. Wilson Lockhart, whipped. 

113. Isaac Lipscomb, whipped. 

114. Sam Lipscomb, whipped. 

115. Nathan Lipscomb, robbed of money. 

116. Mathew Huskie, whipped and robbed of $50. 

117. Jef. Huskins, whipped. 

118. Emily Huskins, whipped. 

119. Susanna Huskins, whipped. 

120. Charity Huskins, whipped. 

121. S. C. Huskins, whixiped. 
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10-3, 123, 124, 125. Jack Siirratt, wife, son, and aaughter, whipped. 

12(). John Ilnrris, wliipped. 

127. ^lajor Casli, whipped. 

12^\ Xeisou Of^k'sby, whipped. 

129. Beiij. Humphries, whipped. 

loO. Johu Siirratt, whipped. 

131. Lorenzo Ross, whipped. 

132. Richard JMcCraw, whipped. 

133. 134. Renhen Phillips and wife, beaten with sticks. 

135. Preston Hunipliries, whipped. 

136. Wade Ilnmphries, whipped. 

137. Green Ilnmphries, whipped. 

138. Spencer Watkins, whipped. 

139. Jane Ray, whipped. 

140. 141. Ann Bonner and daughter, whipped twice. 

142. Sam. Bonner, whipped. 

143. Thomas Camp, whipped. 

144. Lewis Camp, whii)ped. 

145. Benjamin Littlejohn, whipped. 
14(). Anthony Lipscomb, whipped. 

147. P. Iluskins, whipped. 

148. John Iluskins, whipped. 

149. ^Miles Nesbit, whipped. 

150. Willis Pearson, whipped. 

151. Benj. Leyton, whipped. 

152. Wailaee Fowler, killed. 

153. Mrs. Wallace Fowler, beaten. 

154. Lemuel Littlejohn, whipped. 

155. ^Irs. Lemuel Littlejohn, whipped. 

156. Isaac Brough, whipped twice. 

157. Minty Brown, whipped. 

158. John Draper, whip^ied. 

159. Bill Poole, shot. 

160. Thomas Clement, whipped. 

161. Charles Carmon, whipped. 

162. Levi Ezell, whipped. 

163. James Snoddy, whipped. 

164. Jacob Clement, whipped. 

165. Reuben Dodd, whipped. 

166. Simpson Foster, whipped. 

167. Jack Rowlan, whipped. 

168. Edy Wiiigo, whipped. 

169. Addison Howell, whipped. • 

170. Jacob Wiugo, whipped. 

171. Mr. Vork, whipped. 

172. Jerry Watscm, whipped. 

173. Jack Turner, robbed, 

174. Woodson Burnett, whipped. 

175. Jack Burke, whipped. 

176. James ^McLean, whipped. 

177. James Gaffuey, whipped. 

178. Sam Galfney, whipi^ed. 

179. William Bright, whipped. 

180. Yrreen Petty, whipped. 

181. Eliphus Littlejohn, whipped t 

182. James Brannon, robbed. 

183. Drayton Hawkins, whipped and robbed. 

184. Stephen Cantrell, robbed. 

185. Sawney Brown, whiiiped. 

186. Caleb Jenkins, whipped. 

187. Elizabeth Petty, whipped. 

188. Ann Linder, whipped. 

189. Adalino Ross, whipped. 

190. Curtis Lipscomb, w^hipped. 

191. Martha Surratt, whipped. 

192. Closes Lipscomb, whipped. 

193. Mana Surratt, whipped. 

194. iNIauza Surratt, whipped. 

195. Caroline Surratt, whipped, 

196. Mary Surratt, whipped. 
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197. Henry Surratt, whipped 

198. Joseph Surratt, whipped. 

199. Henry Lipscomb, whipped. 

200. Fuller Surratt, whipped. 

201. Chest Morgan, whipped. 

202. George Lipscomb, whipped. 

203. Wilson Lipscomb, whipped. 

204. Isham Brown, whipped. 

205. William ^lurph, whipped. 
200. Murry Moss, whipped. 

207. Eliphns Finch, whipped. 

208. Jack Wilkie, whipped. 

209. George Boone, whipped. 

210. Andy McKinney, house was lired into. 

211. Sam Simmons, whipped. 

212. Elias Thomson, whijiped.* 

213. Levi Smith,. whipped. 

214. George High, whipped. ) 

215. Sallie Henderson, whipped and house burned, 

216. William Pollard, whipped. 

217, 218, 219. Three men at Sain Snoddy's, whipped about two weeks ago. 

220. William Brown, whipped. 

221. Joseph McCraw, w oipped. 

222. Prince Surratt, whipped. 

223. Charity Huskins, whipped. 

224. Julius Camp, whipjted. 

225. Aaron Hughs, killed. 

226. Robert Holcomb, hung to death. 

227. Hick Brewton, whipped. 

Question. State whether you compiled this list in connection with Squire Camp at 
my request ? 
Answer. 1 did, sir. 

Question. State whether it embraces the cases which you believe to have occurred, so 
far as you have been able to learn in regard to them ? 

Answer. I have looked over this list this morning, and I believe it is accurate. I 
have heard of other persons being disturbed whose names are not on the list, but I did 
not know the nature of the affair sufficiently to add them, or put their names on the 
list. This list, to the best of my knowledge and belief, is accurate as to the persons 
and the nature of the assaults upon them. 

Questimx. What period of time does that list embrace ? 

Answer. It embraces the cases from the time of election until recently. 

Question. Do you know the time Squire Camp begins his list with ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any doubt of the occurrence of the large number of cases of whip- 
ping and maltreatment by these men in disguise in this county from the investigation 
you have made ? 

Answer. I have no doubt of it. 

Question. Your name has several times been introduced in questions asked here in a 
manne-r which would indicate that there had been some effort on the part of citizens 
here, and yourself among others, to train or drill these negroes in the stories they were 
to tell. Were you present at any time when these negroes were examined, and, if so, 
{s^as any effort made to ascertain anything more than tlieir own statement ? 

Answer. I have not been present when any negro was examined in reference to any 
testimony he might give before this committee. The only exandnation I have any 
knowledc^e of has been simply to ask some of them in the yard here if they had been 
hurt, which question was asked with a Yiew to perfect this list. I liave conversed 
with some whose names have been reported to me before. 

Question. Was any effort or any inducement held out in those conversations with the 
negroes to direct their testimony in any particular channel as to how they should 
swear, or to induce them to swear in any particular way f 

Ansiver. Not the slightest at any time, Avhen I have been present. 

Question. Will you state whether you had sent to Washington, b(^fore you knew of 
the coming of this committee here, a list of i)crson3 who Lad been injnrcid in this 
county ? 

Ansiver. I wrote to Hon. A. S. Wallace some time during the winter, and gave him a 
list of the cases as far as I knew them ; that was some months ago. 

Question. To what extent. Doctor, may a man entertain and express, in this commu- 
nity, republican sentiments, consistently with his own i)orsonal safety ? 

Answer. That may be a mere matter of opinion. JMy conviction is that no man could 
bo recognized as a rex)ublican and be safe in this coimty. 
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Question, ITavo you known any instances in this conuty of these outrages being 
inflicted upon any other than republicans? 

Answer, 1 havo'not lyuown of a case of the kind. I have inquired frequently of men 
who had re])orted that they had been whipped why they had been whipi)ed, and they 
said it was because of their voting for or voting with the republicans, or something in 
connection with their being republicans; and I have inquired whether those who 
voted with the other party had been disturbed, and have been uniformly told that they 
knew of no such case. 

Question, Do you reside within the limits of the corporation or borough of Spartan- 
burgh y 

Answer. Yes, sir; we call it an incorporated town. 

Question. Are the taxes paid within those limits? ' ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. AVhat is the rate of taxation upon real estate levied by the corporation ? 
Answer, The rate is 15 cents on the hundred dollars of personal i)roperty or real estate 
for corporation purposes. 

Question. What poll-tax is laid by the corporation? 

Answer. It is scarcely a poll-tax, but they call it a street tax, or I hardly know what. 
Each male ])ersou between eighteen and forty-'tive pays §2. 
Question. That is without regard to property ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and then fifteen cents on the hundred dollars' worth of property at 
real estate. 

Question. How is the principal part of the corporation taxes raised ; is it by licenses 
on bar-rooms ? 

Answer. I could not say that. The clerk of the board informed me so, a few da*ys 
ago. I went to get a temperance item from him a few days since, and he said he had 
collected over 81,800 since last September, 

Question. How much is paid on each bar-room? 

Answer, My recollection is, it is $400. I may be mistaken as to the amount. I did 
not inquire of the clerk as to that point. 

Question. So far as local taxation is concerned, is it, or not, a fact that this county has 
by i)opular vote subscribed §50,000 to a railroad enterprise ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; the town, by a small vote, subscribed §50,000 to the air-line rail- 
road and the county $200,000. 

Question. Every property-holder in Spartanburgh will have to pay his proportion of 
that $250,000 ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; we pay in the town double taxes; both town and county taxes for 
railroad purposes. 

Question. Are you a minister of the gospel? 
Answer. I am. 

Question, In what church ? . 

Answer. The Methodist Episcopal Church. I should say I have devoted very little 
of my life to ministerial duties. I have been a teacher most of my life, but I have 
been connected with the ministry. 

By Mr. Yan Tkump : 
Question. In whose handwriting is this list ? 

Answer. I think it is in the handwriting of the clerk in the post office, but I will not 
be positive. 

Question. Where are the original memoranda of your own, from which this was 
made, if so made? 
Answer, Mine are at my residence. 

Question. How many names as reported in this list are taken from your memoranda ? 
Answer, I have the same number upon my list as is there. 
Question. This includes the list of Squire Camp ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You have that on your list? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you get that ? 

Answer, Some of it I got last December, and I liavo been adding to it from time to 
time. Squire Camp is a near neighbor to me, and wo have often conversed upon the 
subject. 

Question, Compared notes with each other? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we have often compared notes on these outrages. W^e have never 
compared our lists. I did not know Squire Camp was keeping a list until recently. 
I have often conversed with him about them. 

Question. How did you get names from him ? 

Answer. He gave me the names. 

Question. Had he the list with him ? 

Answer. Xo. sir. 
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Question. How did he report tliem? 

Ansiver. From recollection of tlie cases that he knew. 

Question. How many at a time ? 

Ansiver. I cannot say positively. 

Question. How often did you meet for that purpose ? 

Ansiver. We never met for that purpose, hut we were Incidentally together. 

Question. How often did that occur, then ? 

Answer. I do not recollect the numher of times. 

Question. I would like you to recollect as near as you can. 

Answer. I recollect that when Gcueral Anderson was here, and I was making up a 
list, Squire Camp was present. 

Question. Was not that the time when you got all these names ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. At what other time did you get names from him ? 

Ansiver. I do not know that I have ohtained since then any names from Squire 
Camp. I may have done so. He may have mentioned to me some cases and said such 
a one was a clear case, and then I have added the name, hut I do not rememher any 
other particular case except when General Anderson was here. 

Question. What time in the fall was General Anderson here ? 

Ansiver. I am not positive as to the time. 

Question. How long after the election ? 

Ansiver. It mxiy have heen in Novemher or Decemher. I know it was while the 
legislature was in session, in the early part of the session. I do not rememher the 
particular date. 

Question. But yon do recollect that at the time General Anderson was here, whether 
in Novemher or Decemher, was the time of the first interview with Squire Camp in 
regard to getting names ? 

Answer, In reference to names, I think perhaps it was the first time I made any 
memoranda of names. 

Question. Do you not recollect ahout how many names he gave you ? 

Answer. I do not. I had on the list I furnished to General Anderson, or made while 
he was here — for General Anderson did not take the list I made— some forty names; 
hilt they were not ohtained from Squire Camp. 

Question. Some forty names were given to General Anderson at that time that you 
did not get from Squire Camp ? 

Answer. I did not say that. I say that forty names were on the list I furnished to 
General Anderson, or made up while he was here. Some of those names vrere men- 
tioned to me hy Squire Camp ; some of them I had known hefore. 

Question. Hoav many names were mentioned hy Squire Camp f You say the entire 
list you furnished to General Anderson at that time contained about forty names f 

Ansiver. That is my recollection. 

Question. And some of those you got from Squire Camp ? 

Answer. I think some were mentioned hy Squire Camp that I had not known hefore. 
Question. How many ? 
Ansiver. Perhaps a dozon. 

Question. Was it not the greater part of the forty ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think it was the greater part. I knew a great many cases. 
I knew the cases of Bowden, and Price, and Champion. I had seen the parties and 
others hefore that time, though I had not written the names. Squire Camp mentioned 
to mo the names of colored people in his neighborhood. Some of them were here in 
town, and I saw them. 

Question. Had you foi-med an intention of making out a list of these outrages hefore 
the visit of General Anderson ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think I had. I had no idea of such, at least. 

Question. How often did you meet Squire Camp after that to get names ; whether 
purposely or incidentally ? 

Answer. It was incidentally always. I never went to Squire Camp to get names, but 
met him incidentally, and names were mentioned hy Squire Camp. 

Question. How often did that occur ? 

Answer. It would be imjiossiblo to tell how many times. 

Question. Can you give some idea of the number; whether three or four, or half a 
dozen or a dozen times, or still more ? 

Aoiswer. My recollection would bo so indefinite on that subject that it won hi be the 
merest guess to undertake to state it. 

Question. Taking all these interviews between you and Squire Camp, whether pur- 
posely or incidentally, about how many names did you get from him ? 

Answer. That I do not know. From other sources ? 

Question. That you tookfroui him, whether unknown to you or not — detailed by him — 
whether they corresponded with these or not. How many did he mention ? 
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Ansiccr. I have heard Squire Camp inentiou tliat tliere had "been oue hundred and 
ein^hteen cases in his own township. 

' Qiusiiou. How many of these eases did he detail to you in these interviews — narain*^ 
them to you ? You think the first interview was ahout a dozen f 
Jnswvr. Yes, sir; perhai)s so. 

Qufstion. In the several other interviews, how many others did he mention by name 
and circuuistauce ? 

Answer. 1 have heard him mention a dozen since, I presume. I may have heard him 
mention moi-e. 

Qiiestiou. You cannot tell how many of these interviews occurred between you sub- 
sequently, nor how many names he mentioned with the circumstances of eacli case? 

Ansictr. I could not, except it may be a dozen or twenty. I could not definitely state. 

Question. Do you put that as the hi<^hest ijossiblo number, or the lowest possible 
number, to be exact, or within bounds ? 

Ans-wer. He has mentioned to me recently that his list that he had in his township 
contained oue hundred and eighteen cases. 

Question. But I speak of those interviews prior to this last one, when he mentioned 
the one hundred and eighteen cases. Taking all the interviews, however many or few, 
do you mean to say tliat twenty or thirty cases that he detailed to you is the lowest 
number or liigliest number? 

Ansurr. I should say that he has mentioned twenty or thirty cases in detail. 

Question. Did he name the parties — you say he had no memorandum with him ? 

Ansu-er. He had none. 

Question. Did lie name the parties ? 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir ; when he spoke of the cases. 

Question. Did he name the time ? 

Ansu-er. Generally, he did. 

Question. Did he name the circumstance of violence or outrage? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he generally did. 
Question. Whether whipping or otherwise? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he name to you the number of disguised men that visited each party ? 

Answer. I do not remember whether he ever mentioned the number of disguised men. 
I do not think he ever did. 

Question. And recently he stated to you that he had a list containing one hundred 
and eighteen outrages in his own township ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he have a list then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he show it to you ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; he said he had a list. • 
Question. Was that the last time you saw him in relation to it ? 
Answer. I have lieard him speak of it nearly every day within the last week. 
Question. Is that the last time you met him in which he had this list ; you say he had 
it at that time ? 

Answer. AVithin a week he has mentioned that he had made up a list of all the cases 
he knew of in his town, and that list contained one hundred and eighteen cases ; but 
he did not have the list with him. He did not show me the list. 

Question. When did you get the list from him? 

Answer. I have not copied his list. 

Question, Is not his list contained in yours ? 

Answer. I have had the same names ; most of the one hundred and eighteen. 
Question. You had most of the one hundred and eighteen in his list on your enumer- 
ation ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you compare his list with yours ? 
Answei'. I did not. 
Question. Who did ? 

Answa: I do not know. In looking over that list I saw that my list embraced it. 
Question. When did you look over his list ? 
Answer. I have never looked over it. 

Question. How^ then, did you ascertain that nearly all the names on his list were also 
on your list ? 

Answer. I liave a separate list from this. I have looked over this list. 

Question. I am not speaking of this particular piece of paper, but what this paper 
represents. You say vou never compared vour list with his— you never compared 
them? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. How, then, are you enabled to state that your list includes nearlj- all of 
his ? 
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Ansice)\ I Lave heard liim say so ; that is all. 

Question. There has been no comparison of lists to your knowledge? 
Ansiccr. No, sir; I never took his list and mine and compared them. 
Question, Take the first name, " Samuel F. White." To which list does it properly 
belong ? 

Answer. That is a very noted case. Everybody knows it. I had the case. 
Question. Yon understand from some means that yonr list comijrises nearly all, or all 
of his? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you understand that to satisfy you so that yon could speak of it 
under oath ? 

Ansiver. I was present this morning when Squire Camp looked over that list. He said 
that it embraced his list. I looked it over, and I found it embraced my list. 

Question. How did yon look over it ? did you take the two pai)ers? 

Answer. No, sir ; he looked over this list and said it embraced all that were in his list. 
I looked over the list also and saw that it embraced all that I had. 

Question. You looked over that list and know that it embraced all your list ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they looked over that particular paper. 

Question. It was this paper Camp looked over and said it included nearly all of his ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I heard him say so to-day. 

Question. I ask you again how you undertake to say that this list nearlv includes all 
of his ? ' 
Answer. Just by his stating it. 

Question. When you swore to this fact positively you did not make that qualifica- 
tion ; you do not know, th^n, whether this includes all of his list except by his state- 
ment? 

Answer. I do not know it of my own knowledge, sir; I never saw any list of Squire 
Camps. 

Question. In making ux) your list did you ride through the country to ascertain the 
immes ? 

Ansicei'. No, sir; I made it up from information which I obtained here in town from 
different persons. 

Question. You took their say-so for the facts. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is all you know about it ? 

%lnswcr. That is all I know about it. If a man came to me and told he had been 
whipped, even if he did not show me the marks, but told me he had been whipped, I 
inquired into the circumstances, when and where, and why ho had been whipped. 

Question. How was it that this system of parties coming to you and telling you that 
they had been whipped was gotten up ? 

Answer. I could not say. 

Question. But it is a fact that all these parties came to you and told you they had 
been whipped or otherwise maltreated ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not all the parties. 

Question. What proportion of your list of names is made up of persons thus outraged 
who came and informed you of the fact ? 

Answer. I have no means of saying, certainly. I would say, however, that from fifty 
to seventy-five persons who had been subjected to some sort of outrage have mentioned 
that fact to me. 

Question. Personally? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and in a great many cases when they have mentioned this, I have 
asked " Who else in your neighborhood have been disturbed ?" and they would state 
other names. 

Question. I see a person here named Huskil, to which class does he belong ? 
Answq-. There are several of that family — the Huskie family. 
Question. " Huskil," it is here. 

Answer. There are two families '^Huskins " and "Huskie." I conversed with Hus- 
kins, the father of the family. 

Question. You say there are two classes of names, including in each several persons 
Huskie" and Huskins ?" 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they are colored people. 
Question. This is Huskil; what does that mean? 

Answer. It should be — is meant to be — Huskie — k-i-e. I think I have conversed with 
persons of both families. I recollect distinctly the Huskins. You ask me how I 
came to make a list. I will answer in more general terms than I have, if you desire it. 

Question. Well, sir ? 

Answei'. I have been desirous to secure safety to the people of this county — these 
poor people I have found so distressed and ruined — and I made the list with the view, 
and wit^ no other object, than to seek protection for them ; and in order that they 
might be protected, I thought that the facts must be known. 
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Question, TTavo yon a copy of the list you sent to Mr. Wallace at Washington ? 

Ansucr. I thiuk'l have, sir. I think I have the names at home. I had a little farm, 
and 1 have been pressed with applications for labor by pei^ons driven in here from 
the conntry. It Avas that fact which led me to take an interest in tho cases. 

Qucf<tioih Did you mean to say to the chairman, in reply to his question, that you had 
taken no part in politics at all if 

Ausivcr. I did not say I had taken no part. I did not mean to say so. I mean to say 
I am not a politician. 

Question. In reply to the question touching that i^oint, you said you had voted merely. 
Do you mean that to bo a lair and full answer to that question, that you did nothing 
but vote as a citizen of the country i 

Ansiver, That's about all I did. 

Question, What 1 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you belong to the Loyal League ? 

Answer. I was connected with wh at they called a League for a few monthsr. 
Question, At its first inauguration ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question, When was it ? 

Answer. A few months between last spring and last October. 

Question, Did you use any influence, directly or indirectly, upon the government or 
the authorities of the Stato'to have these arms sent to negroes throughout the country? 
Answer. None in the world. 
Question. Did you approve of it? 

Answer. I niiver knew there were any sent to the negroes in the country. 
Question. You have not known that 1 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know there have been about fourteen regularly organized negro 
regiments in this State, fully armed ? 
Ansicer, In the State '? 

Question, Yes, sir, in the State ; I am speaking of that now. 

Answer. I have heard there were some negro troops., I have seen them drilling in 
Columbia. I have heard that there were some negroes enrolled in the militia in some 
few counties. I never knew how many. 

Question. If you intended that your political action should be merely to vote, why 
Old you join this Union League, and it of negroes, too ? 

Answer. It was made up of both negroes and white men. 

Question. How many white men were there in the League that you united yourself 
with ? 

i^nswcr, I cannot give the number. 

Question. About how many white republicans belonged to this Union League yoa 
united yourself with ? 
Ansicer. I suppose from twelve to twenty-five. I could not answer definitely. 
Question. How large is the League itself, including all colors ? 
Answer. I have no .means of knowing. 
Question. A hundred or more ? 
Answer. O, no, sir. 
Question. Where was it? 
Answer. In this town. 

Question. If you took no other part than voting in politics, and did not desire to, did 
you think it necessary to join that League in order to vote? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; it was not necessary in order to vote, but I had reasons for joining 
it, just as I should any other association. I thought some good could be accomplished 
by it. 

Question. You took an oath when you went in there, did you not? 
Answer. I do not know that I am at liberty to state. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Y"es, Doctor, you are, if an answer is required. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. You have no objection to saying you took an oath ? 
Ansicer, It was an obligation that was in the nature of an oath. 
Question. About as solemnly administered as any other oath? 
Answer, It was administered in the same manner. 

Question, As a minister of the gospel, you felt as solemnly bound by that oath as any 
other oath ? 

Ansicer, Y^es, sir, and as much bound to keep it. 

Question. Will you give me the nature of that oath ? You are not bound to do it, 
unless you wish to do so. 
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By the Chairman : 

AVe do not intend to excnso anybody in this committee from disclosing any oath 
taken in any secret organization whatever. 

Answer. The obligation imposed was that of loyalty to the General Government, and 
I think it embraced also adut^'^ to the State government. Tliere was nothing in it that 
I felt was at all objectionable. I never saw it in print or otherwise, tliat I recollect. 
There was nothing in it that I could object to ; nothing to which I or any other good 
citizen could hesitate to subscribe. 
' Question. Have you ever seen a copy of that oath? 

Answer. I may have, but I have forgotten. I never saw any printed copy. 

Question. So that you swore to support the General Government primarily^ and second- 
arily the State government ; was that all ? 

Answer. I could not state the oath particularly. The oath was read tome audit was 
such a one as I found I could subscribe to. 

Question. You have stated particularly the character o^ the oath in regard to allegi- 
ance as to the two forms or branches of government ? 

Answe7\ I recollect that much, distinctly. 

Question. Is that all you recollect ? 

Answer. It is at this'moment all that I recollect distinctly. I have not thought of it 
for a long time. 

Question. Have you been a stumj) speaker ? 
Answer. No, sir; I have not. 

Question. Did you attend political meetings outside of the League ? 
Answer, I have attended a few iiolitical meetings. 
Question. Do you take an active part in getting them np ? 

Answer. No, sir; in no case. I have been present when both parties have made 
addresses in this town, a portion of the time; I do not think I attended through any 
one meeting. I am sure I never did. 

Question. You say it is not safe for a man to express his political sentiments in this 
county if a republican. Have there not been political speeches made by republicans ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have there been any disturbances ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir ; almost constantly since October. 
Question. But at the meetings ? 
Ansivcr. No, sir. 

Question. Yet you say you have felt a fear since the last election in regard to your 
personal security, even fiere in the town of Spartanburgh ? 
Ansiver. 1 have felt that republicans are not secure in Spartanburgh. 
Question. You mean from the Ku-Klux ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not mean from anything else ? 

Ansicer. I have no fear of violence from anything else. The only time that the Ku- 
Klux ever visited this town was on the occasion of a supposed attempt, and undoubt- 
edly was, to rescue a white prisoner in jail who was hung afterward for the murder 
of a negro. 

Question. Is that the only manifestation of Ku-Kluxism within this borough ? 
Ansiver. I have heard of one other. 
Question. What other ? 

Answer. They visited the house, so he informed me, of Charles Moore, and took some 
guns from him. He said they were disguised men. 
Question. When was that ? 

Answer. That was some time during the winter. 
Question. How many did he say they were ? 
Answer. How many men ? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer, I thiuk he said there were four or five. I think he said three came into the 
house. 

Question. Did they get the guns? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 
Question, Is he a colored man ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you got that on your list? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Why not ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, I do not know why. 

Question, Was not that an outrage? 

Answer. Well, sir, there are a great many that I have heard of. 

Question. There are a great many you have heard of that are not on this list? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Hov^' many ? 
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Answer, I have heard of many. In one township I have heard that most of the hlack 
men in that township have been whipped, smd I do not know that I have any names 
from that township. 

Question. You have heard rumors ? 

Answer, I have it from officers who had been in the township, and they said that per- 
sons stated to them that there was a general whipping; that thirty or forty were 
whipped at about one time, but 1 have none of those names. 

Question. Do you know Doctor Bryant? 

Answe)'. He was a member of the legislature for two years. 

Question. Do you know Doctor Javau Bryant ? * 

Answer. I know him. 

Question. Is he ii republican * 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. An active republican ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, A man disposed to assert his rights on all occasions? 

Anstcer. 1 think so. He canvassed the county last fall as candidate for the legisla- 
ture. 

Question. He is also understood to \ie one of the principal leaders in the county? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he is regarded as among the leading republicans in the county. 
Question. He was a member of the legislature ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir; before he was a republican. 
Question. He has been a democrat, then ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He is one of these recent changes? 
Answer. I voted for him in 1868, I believe. 

Question. He is, like yourself, oue of these recent changes from democracy over to 
republicanism ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he also a member of the investigating committee in relation to the third 
congressional district of South Carolina ? 

Answer. I have heard it stated that he was on an investigating committee, either the 
third or fourth, I think it was the fourth, but I may be mistaken — appointed by the 
legislature. 

Question. In regard to what you spoke of a moment ago, the reports and the rumors 
in these wild times in South Carolina, I wish to read to you what is, perhaps, rather a 
liorid specimen of political literature; but I read it as coming from Doctor Bryant in 
an official report — I believe it is a minority report : 

"No one can fail to be struck, upon reading the evidence taken by the committee, 
with the many vague, incoherent, and ludicrous accounts given by these poor colored 
eople, many of whom were so ignorant as not even to know their own names, of the 
erculean size, hideous proportions, and diabolical features of what they called the 
Ku-Klux. And it affords mo great pleasure to be able to report, that, after having 
* thoroughly investigated' the matter, lam of opinion that the ghosts, hobgoblins, 
jack-o'-the-hmterns, and Ku-Klux of the third congressional district, are but allotropic 
conditions of the witches of New England, whose larvae, having long lain dormant until 
imported hither in the carpet-bags of some pious political priests, germinated in the 
too credulous minds of their poor proselytes, and loomed into luxuriance in the fertile 
fields of their own imaginations." 
The Chairman. What is the date of the report ? 

Mr. Van Tkump. There is no date given here, but it is headed " Report of the com- 
mittees on investigations in the third congressional district," and it is signed " Javan 
Bryant." 

The Chairman. What is the date of the paper in which it appears ? 

Mr. Van Trump. It is in the Daily Columbia Phcenix, of March 1, 1870. 

Mr. Ste\t:nson. Is it a minority report ? 

Mr. Van Trump. I suppose so. 

Mr. Stevenson. He was then a democrat. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, (to the witness.) Taking into view the peculiar condition of these unfor- 
tunate peoi)le of South Carolina, is it not probable that a great many of these reports 
are false ? 

Answer. I do not know what reports you refer to. 

Question. I refer to such reports as you speak of from that township, the names from 
which you say you have not got, and also reports generally ? 

Answer, That was a report in gross that nearly all the negroes in that township 
bad been whipped. That is the report, and I think that it is probable, for I have had 
the same from other townships— Limestone, for instance. 
59 t 
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Question, There was no particular instance in tlie report you got about lliat town- 
Bliip ? 

Answer, Where I spoke of forty having been whipped ? 

Question, No ; where you said nearly all the negroes in a townishij) had been whipped. 
Ansiver. I have repeatedly asked how many had been whipped. They have an- 
swered, "All except some democratic negroes who have staid there." 
Question. In what township have they all, or nearly all, been whipped ? 
Ansiver, Limestone. 

Question. You have one hundred and eighteen names from there ? 
Aimver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think it likely any are omitted there ? 

^risu'er. Yes, sir; I think it is probable. ^ 

Question, You said there were cases that you did not take down — where you heard in 
gross of one town in which they Avere all whipped — not naming the town 1 

Ansiver, In regard to Limestone,! say it is my opinion that nearly every colored man 
who has remained there has been whipped unless he was an avowed democrat ; and in 
regard to White Plains, from which I have no names, I have heard it often stated that 
there was a great deal of whipping there. I heard a gentleman say, a few days ago, 
and he was in that neighborhood, that forty were whipped during one night. I believe 
it because it was in harmony with what I know of Limestone Township. 

Question. Is it not likely that you were inclined to believe those stories ? 

Answer, No, sir; it has been the saddest thing in my life to believe them. 

Question, Have you not an inclination of mind to believe it upon every slight ex- 
pression ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Then why did you, in answer to a question of mine, which did not neces- 
sarily call it out, say that you had heard of a township, without naming it, in which 
all the negroes were whij[)ped ? Did you not seek to create an impression in regard to 
some other township ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Why did you not name the town at once when you made the declaration ? 

Ansiver, I did not know all the particular cases of parties ; I wanted you to under- 
stand that so far as I have made the list I have been careful to make it only of well- 
authenticated cases. 

Question. You stated that all the cases were not down because you had heard of a 
particular township, without naming it, where all or nearly all were whipped. If you 
made that remark in reference to Limestone, why did you not name it f 

Ansiver. I do not know. I did not see any necessity for it. 

Question, You wanted to add to the force of this testimony, did you not ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have no wish to add to the force of any testimony. 

Question. Why did you mention it? 

Answer, I mentioned it in connection with that question. I have heard of persons 
who had been before you here, but I did not know the particular facts in regard to 
them, and therefore I did not make any list of them. I had no interview with them. 
I could have had. 

Question. You say on several occasions you have received anonymous letters warning 
you to leave your house or the towii on several nights ? 

Ansive}\ No, sir; I never received anonymous letters. « 

Question. Well, anonymous communications ; was that the terra you used ? 

Answer. Mr. Flemming received a letter in which my name was mentioned, telling 
him to advise me not to be at home on a particular night. 

Question. You said you had received letters warning you not to be at your house? 

Answer. I did not iutend to say so. 

Question. If you did. your explanation is that Mr. Flemming had received a letter in 
which your name was used ? 
Answci\ Yes, sir. 
Question. From a friend ? 

Ansiver, From the style of the letter, I believe it Avas. 
Question. Do you think he was a Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. I think he was, or else he would not have known that on a particular night 
I would have been in danger. 

Question. You think he knew that on those particular nights they would visit yon ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. You think so because he stated the nights ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, And you think he belonged to the Ku-Klux because he knew the particular 
nights ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, You think he was a friend, or he would not have communicated with you 
at all? 
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Jlvsircr. Yes, sir. 

Question, What two particular nights were designated ? 
' Ausivcr. I cannot give the dates. One was somewhere about the 20th of March last — 
Saturday night ; I had just reached home from a journey. The other time it was 
reported* that they would be here. It was a matter that w^as talked about in the streets, 
generally, and that the Ku-Ivlux would bo in on a certain night. 

Question. Was that one of the nights of which you had been notified in this special 
communication ? 

Juswer, The hrst one was. 

Question. The other was not ? ^ 
Answer, It was not. 

Question. You think the friend, Ku-Klux as he was, knew the time, or he would not 
have mentioned it? 

Answer. 1 think he would not have mentioned it without some authority. I could 
not understand how he could know that without connection with the party. 
Question. Did you leave your house that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was anybody left in it ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, my family. 
Question. Was the visit made ? 
Answer. Xo. sir. 

Question. How do you account for that fact ? 

Answei'. From the ftict that the United States troops arrived a day or two before. 
Question, W^as it after or before the troops arrived that that letter was written to 
Mr. Flemmiug ? 

Ansu-er. I have the letter here dated Tuesday, and the troops arrived on Wednesday, 
if my recollection is right— the letter was the day before. 

Question. Was it not known some time before by most everybody that the troops were 
coming ? 

A nsiver. No, sir. 

Question. Not at all ? 

Ansiver. 1 did not know that they were coming. 

Question. You believe that the reason the Ku-KIux did not visit you on the night 
when the Kn-Klnx themselves, or some one of them, notified you that they would visit 
you. was because the United States troops were here ? 

Answer. They got here that very night. 

Question. They got here on Wednesday? 

A nswer. Perhaps they came up Tuesday night. I left here for North Carolina on 
Wednesday. On my return on Saturday, Mr. Flemming met me with the letter. I 
saw he was agitated and I went in and found my family in great distress— my invalid 
daughter especially. 

Question. You have heard of other cases, not on your list, but, not knowing the cir- 
cumstances, you have not included them in the list ? 
Answe)\ Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you mean by not knowing the circumstances ? 
Answer. I had not heard of the details of what was done. 
Question. How many cases are there of that sort ? 
Answer. I could not give the names of many persons. 
Question. You had the names t)f persons visited ? > 
Aimcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have yon seen the persons since ? 

Aimecr. Yes, sir ; many of them. 

Question. Did you inquire of them about it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sn*; where I met, and recognized them, I inquired. 

Question. W^hat did you find out ? 

Ansiver, I found it was as I heard it. 

Question. You found the circumstances, then, substantial? 

Ansivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you note them down ? 
Ansirer. I had noted them down before in most cases. 
Question. But we are speaking of cases not on the list ? 
Answer. You asked me if I had seen persons ? 

Question. No, sir ; I am quoting your own language. You have said in youri^.stimony 
that you had heard of other cases not on your list, but not knowing the cii'cumstances, 
you liave not put them down on this list ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you now say you have heard of them? 
Answer. Yes, sii*. 

Question. How many or about how many ? 
Ajisicer. Not on my list ? 
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Qimiion, Yes, sir ; cases of which you had heard the circvtmstances ; but which yon 
did not put on your list ? 
Aimvei'. Well, a great many. 

Question. And you have seen some of these persons ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Howmjyiy? 

Ansicer. I do not remember now of seeing but two i^ersons. I think there were a 
great many of that class of cases. 

Question. You have seen but two persons of the kind? 

Answer. Yes, sir, those were two white persons ; I do not generally recognize colored 
persons. 

Question. If it was so general that people who had suffered outrages came to you, 
why was it that these others did not ? 

Answer. Those persons mentioned were persons that I was familiar with, and hear- 
ing of the affair I have spoken to them of it, or they to me, and many of them have 
applied to me for employment. I sui)pose a hundred men have applied to me for 
employment on my farm. I have inquired where they were from, and why they were 
here, and have given employment, so far as I could, to the poor colored men here 
seeking employment. 

Question. That is the way you made up your list — from what they told you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And of the hundred not on your list, and the circumstances of which you 
do not know, there are only two that you can specify ? 

Answe)'. Only two. I do not remember now. I say there are many ; I do not remem- 
ber now of more than two eases that are not on the list, where I could have inquired, 
and have not. I recollect two cases w here I might hav^ inquired, but I did not, and 
they are not on the list. 

Question. Then I suppose as you did not put down the names of persons on this list 
concerning whom you had heard of outrages, because you did not know the circum- 
stances, that I may infer that all the names put down on this list are cases as to w^hich 
you did know the circumstances. 

Anstver. Yes, sir ; where I have learned enough of the circumstances to satisfy mo 
of their accuracy I have put them down on the list. 
- Question. Here is a person named Glover ; do you know him ? 

Answer. I know him ; I am not much acquainted with him ; I have seen him. 

Question. What is his first name ? 

Answe7\ I do not remember. I only remember one on the list and that is U. A. Glover. 
Question. What were the circumstances of the case ? 

Answer. He was a young man in Limestone Township, a white man, who had acted 
as constable for his father, who was a trial justice ; he came on with Squire Camp. 
Question. What was the wrong done him ? 
Answer. They took him out and whipped him. 

Question. Do you know the reason why that was not on Camp's list ? 
Answei'. That is in Limestone Township. I do not know why it should not be on hia 
list— he is a near neighbor of Squire Camp's, but I presume it is on it. 
Question. Here is a person named Nesbit, who is that ? 
Anstcer. My recollection is that he was a colored man. 
Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. I am not sufficiently informed now to remember where he lives. 

Question. Is he an old or young man ? 

Anstver. I could not answer you ; is it Ned Nesbit ? 

Question. Nesbit. 

Answer. Is there no other name ? 

Question. Yes, sir. Is there a Ned Nesbit on this list ? 

Answe}\ I think there is a Ned Nesbit. It is a very common name in this country — 
Nesbit. 

Question. Is Ned Nesbit's name on this list ? 
Ansicer. I would not be positive where he lives. 
Question. Do you know in what township he lives ? 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know to whom he formerly belonged ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Do you know what was done to him ? 
Answer. I do not remember now. 

Question. His name is Miles Nesbit ; now do you know him any better t 
Anstcer. I do not remember the case distinctly. 
Question. Here is a person named Brown. 

Anstcer. One Brown I remember to have conversed with — Hiram Brown. 
Qtiestion. Yes, sir, Hiram ; I will not mislead you j there is no other Brown on this list 
except one, beside Hiram, is there ? 
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Ariswer. I do not know certainly aT)oiit tliat. 

Question. Where does the Brown whose name is not Hiram live? 

Answer. I do not know. 1 do not know who it is. 

Question. What was done to that person 1 

Anstcer. I could not answer it, sir. 

Question. Do you. know whether this Brown whose name is not Iliram was a man or 
a woman ? 

Jnsicer. Without examining the list I could not answer. 

Question. It seems to bo Miuty Brown. 

Jjisu'cr. I have heard of a case of Miuty Brown. 

Question. Did anybody come to you to report these wrongs, who were not the victims 
of them? 

Answer. No, sir; they did not come to me to report them. I have heard them inci- 
dentally from other persons. 

Question. What proportion of this list belongs to this class of persons— I mean your 
portion of the list f 

Answer. I do not suppose I have conversed with more than fifty or h^lndred of the 
whole number of victims themselves. 

Question. How many does your list number ? 

Anstcer. Something over two hundred to two hundred and twenty-eight, I think. 
Question. I am speaking of your list separate and apart from Camp's. 
Answer. I have taken all cases where I thought they were perfectly satisfactory. 
Question. I asked you the number of your cases ? 

Answer. 1 have a list — a complete list made at the request of Senator Scott. It 
embraces two hundred and twenty-eight. 

Question. How many of them belonged to your list ? 

Ansxcer. There is no case on that list but has been reported to me by the party, or 
some other person whom I believed. 

Question. Do you include in your statement Camp's list? 

Ansiver. That would embrace what Mr. Camp has rnade into a livSt. 

Question. Then out of all the two hundred and twenty-eight which are on your list 
and Camp's, from fifty to sixty are the names of victims who themselves gave you the 
information ? 

Ansiver. I should say from fifty to one hundred that I have conversed with — I would 
not be definite about it— who had told me that they had been whipped or beaten or 
shot at or something else. 

Question. I have understood, doctor, it may he a misapprehension, however, that these 
negroes in this county have been so terribly intimidated that they were afraid to tell 
even that they had been whipped. Is that so ? 

Ansxcer. I think that is so. 

Question. There are from fifty to one hundred that have not been afraid ? 
Answer. I think that they have all been afraid ; it has generally been mentioned 
cautiously. 

Question. They have told somebody ? 

Answer. They have told it to those they could intrust it to. 

Question. Even then tliird parties that "have told you must have heard it originally 
from the blacks, nmst they not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, or some others ; they bad some source of information of course. I 
have known of white men who had been w^hipped and were afraid to tell. 

Question. Then deducting that number which you are disposed to state at from fifty 
to one hundred who personally reported to you, all the balance are those as to whom 
you got information from third parties ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had to take their statements merely ? 
Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^ho were the most active persons who gave you this information ? 
Ansicev. Do you wish the names? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. 'Squire Camp has given me a good many names. 
Question. We have his list, and you have included that too ? 

Answer. Mr. Casey has mentioned names; Eev. Mr. Parker has mentioned some 
names ; Doctor Bryant has mentioned some names. 

Question. That must have been since his report to the legislature? 

Answer. Yes, sir, since then ; and the colored people themselves who have spoken of 
their cases have mentioned their neighbors. 

Question. Here is a person on this list named Wings— do you know him ? 

Answer. I do not remember that I am acquainted with any Wings on that list. 

Question. You do not know where he lives ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
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Question, You do not know whether he is the pSrson or whether there was somebody 
else told you of his wrongs ? 
Answer. I think Wings is a case that I never conversed with. 

By the Chairman : 

Question, Judge Van Trunip has asked you whether the people who reported these 
things to 5^ou must not have heard them from the victims ; was it not, or may it not 
have been, a part of the system of these men who did the whippings to report imme- 
diately that such a negro had been whipped, for the purpose of intimidating others ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think the information has generally been derived from the blacks 
themselves. 

Question. Was there a state of intimidation such as to make their communications 
only ill confidence or with timidity, *as you say, or was it such as prevented them from 
giving information to the public authorities ? 

An8wei\ I think it was. I think they were not willing to be called up as witnesses 
befor-e the public authorities. 

Question. Do you know the fact that a number of witnesses brought here to testify 
before this committee gave information for the first time before the United States com- 
mission against the person whom they said they could identify ? 

Answer. I do not know that I could say that I know the fact. 

Question. When was Doctor Bryant elected by the democrats to the legislature of 
this county ? 

Answei'. It must have been in the fall of 1868. He served two years prior to the 
present legislature. 

Question. Was he the candidate on the republican ticket last fall ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What has been the state of public feeling toward him as far as his security 
is concerned ? 

Ansu^er. I think there is a very intense prejudice against Doctor Bryant. 
Question. Does he remain the satoe in private character that he did before ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he has the same character. 

By Mr. Van Trtjmp : 

Question. Was he the canditate for the renomination by the democrats, and did he 
fail to get it ? 
Answer. I do not know that fact ? 

Question. And he did then turn republican immediately after that convention ? 
Answer. I have heard it so charged, but I do not know the fact ? 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Did not the reform party at the election last fall profess not to be the dem- 
ocratic party? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they did not profess to be democratic. They called themselves " the 
reform party," and claimed to be republicans. 

Question. So that if he was before their convention it was not in name a democratic 
convention, but a reform convention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I understood Judge Carpenter, the candidate for governor, to be a 
republican. 

Question. They all then, according to their own confessions, left the ctemocratic party ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; but I did not know much difference as to the creed. There was a 
difference as to the practice ; so far as I read the papers, they avowed about the same 
doctrines ; they were going to let the negroes vote. 

Question. When did the legislature to which he was elected a member in 1868 expire? 

Answer. It expired in the spring of 1870. I suppose that if there had been an extra 
session he would have been a member at any time up to that time. 

Question. If he made such a report as has been quoted from to any legislature^ it 
must have been some time during the sessions of the legislature, the last of which 
ended in the spring of 1870 ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; he was appointed by the legislature elected in 1868. 

Question. These Ku-Klux operations to which you have testified began last fall ? 

Ansfice)\ I did not believe in the existence of any such i)eople until last October or 
November. I discarded it, I believed it to be a hoax, a phantom ; I did not believe 
that there were really any such people. 

.Question. There were however allegations of violence and charges of Ku-Klux in this 
congressional district in the election of 1868, were there not ? 

Answer. I do not remember how that was. I know there were charges of unfairness 
on both sides in the election. 

Question. Was this White Plains Township you speak of the one that you had heard 
from officers who had been there as the township in which there had been a general 
whipping ? 

Answei\ Y'es, sir ; that was White Plains. 
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Question. What officer T 

Jnsiver. C. L. Casey, dejiiity United States marfibal in tliis district. 

Qiu'stion. Had be <;<)ne there with some troops in liis bite visit tliere? 

Answer. I have never heard him mention it nntil lately ; -\vlien I nnderstood ho had 
been there on some otiieial business, what i^articnlar business I do not know, if I 
ever knew. 

Question. Yon are not aware as to whether it was when he was arresting these dis- 
tillers or not ? 

Answer. I did not know the occasion of his visit. 
Question. What did you hear about that? 

Ansivo'. Mr. Casey stat(Ml that he went to a particular house, I think it was the house- 
of Mrs. Lipscomb, to impure for certain parties. lie inijuired of her if there had been 
any Ku-Klux there lately. She said there had, and I understood him to say that he 
bail received information from various parties that just a few nights before he was 
there 'thirty or forty persons had been whipped ; I liave understood all through that 
that township was very much disturbed ; but I am not much acquainted in it. I do 
not remember to have met any person from the township, 

Question. What is your judgment as to the number of cases which have occurred in 
this county from the best information yon have, within the time covered by this list 
w.hich you have ])resented. You have already stated that you only j)nt down cases 
that you had evidence of satisfactory to yourself. I want to know what, from all your 
knowledge, will be your estimate of the total number of persons who have been visited 
and outraged in this county ? 

Answer. The cases on my list are principally from some three or four townships. 
There are twelve townships in the county. In one township I have heard of no case, 
lleidvllle Township, that I remember of ; I have heard of cases in all the others. I 
think they are worst in Cherokee and Limestone. White Plains may be nearly as bad, 
but I have not much information about it. Cross Anchor, AVoodruff. and Glen Springs, 
and formerly some in Fair Forest ; I have heard of cases in all these townships except 
in Reidville. I do not remember of any cases there. My opinion would be so indeti 
nite that I could scarcely venture one. I think the cases have been quite numerous in 
all the townships except Reidville. 

Question. Do you believe that you have got half of the cases that have actually 
occurred ? 

Answer. I do not think I have. 

Question. And you have over two hundred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think that it is probable that four hundred cases of outrage have 
occurred in this county? 

Answer. Well sir, it looks incredible, but I cannot avoid the conviction that it is true. 

Question. You were asked at)(>ut the visits of the Ku-Klux to this town. You say 
they have appeared here twice according to your information, once at the jail, and 
once when they undertook to take the arms away from citizens of the town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I did not see them in either case; but they were mentioned to me. 

Question. Have you any positive knowledge as to who the Ku-Klux are, or ' where 
they come from ? 

Answer. I have no i)ositive knowledge. 

Question. How do you know but there may be a Klan in town ? 
Answer. 1 do not know, sir. 

Question. When you were asked about visits to the town 

Answei'l My answer has reference to men that appeared here in disguise. 

Question. Do you know where these men come from who visited this citizen's house ? 

An8wei\ I do not. 

Question. Do you know whether they a])peared on horseback or not ? 
Answer. I would not be positive now : I think I asked. It is natural that I should 
have asked, and I presume I did at the time, but I am not positive now. 
Question. Were there only a few of them ? 

Answer. He stated to me that there were three who entered his house. He described 
the men as being very large men, I recollect, and I may or may not have heard 
whether they were mounted — they were masked. 

Question. Is it or not the fact that the perfect secrecy and mystery surrounding this 
organization increases the terror of it ? 

Answer. I think it docs, especially among the colored people, 

Question. You do not know, for instance, but that they may be right here in town? 
Answer. That is the difficulty, I have often heard it stated that we do not know 
who our friends are. I have not only heard republicans, but others say so. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. As a part of the current history of this canvass of 1868, whicli was investi- 
gated, and in which Doctor Bryant made the minority report, a portion af which Judge 
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Van Trump bas read to you, let mc read another portion of it for the purpose of asking 
you whether it eorreetly describes the action of the people of this county against the 
colored race within eight or nine months past : 

^*It cannot be denied that many C|f the poor, ignorant and helpless colored peojde 
have been shamefully defrauded and abused ; that th(^y have been despised for a color 
for which they are no more responsible than for their existence, and jjersecuted for a 
freedom for which they are no more culpable than for their color." 

Does that describe pretty correctly the conduct of some of the people in this county, 
at least these disguised men, toward the colored people within the last eight or nine 
months ? 

Anstuer. I think, sir, there has been' a great deal of that feeling ; that the colored 
people are despised because they are colored, and strangely blamed for being free. 
They are blamed for it in a sort of mysterious way. 

By Mr. Van TraiMP : 

Question. In reply to the question as to the whole number of cases in this county, 
why did you not follow the example of Doctor Franklin and say grace over the whole 
tub at once ? 

Answer. I do not understand your question. 

Question. How many townships does your list and 'Squire Camp's include in this 
county ? 

Answei*. The list is made up chiefly of Limestone and Cherokee. There is a township 
above Cherokee, I cannot think of, on the North Carolina line ; and Glen Springs, Paco- 
lett, WoodrnfPs, and Cross Anchor. 

Question. Is that all 1 

Anstvct\ I do not remember on the list any from any other township. 
Question. If Limestone has one hundred and eighteen, it has nearly one-half of the 
whole amount ? 
Answe}'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you say this township of White Plains, of which you have no account 
whatever, is about as bad, or nearly as bad, according to your understanding, as Lime- 
stone ? 

Answer. That is my opinion — that it is about as bad as Limestone. 
Question. So that you have seven townships out of the twelve, which you included 
in your list and Camp's ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There are live townships in the county not included at all ? 
Answer. I do not remember of hearing of any cases in one other township that is not 
on the list, but from all the rest I have heard of cases. 

* Question. Why have you none of those numerous wrongs from White Plains ? 

Answer. It is a remote township down in the vicinity, of Union County and I do 
not see the people from there often. 

Question. How far is it ? 

Answer. I do not know. It borders on Union County and is the southeast corner of 
this county. It is quite remote and the people trade at Union. They do not come 
here much. I have had occasion to pass through Limestone Township, and the people 
from that township trade here and come to this town. 

Question. If Limestone includes almost half of the entire list, including both yours 
and Camp's, and White Plains is nearly as bad as Limestone, and in nearly all the 
other townships in the county except Reidville they havei been visited more or less by 
these men and largely visited as you say in some, would not the number eight hundred 
come nearer the general aggregate than four hundred ? 

Answer. I said to you that I thought Limestone was the worst town in the county. 

Question. And White Plains nearly as bad ? 

Answer. Yes, from general rumor that township has been greatly disturbed, but I 
have no positive information in regard to it. 

Question, ^nt you did say that according to your best information you honestly 
believed there would have been of this kind of outrages in this county since the elec- 
tion of last fall four hundred cases ? 

Answer, Well, sir, I do not believe that is an exaggeration. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Is it not true that Limestone is the only township that has been thoroughly 
canvassed ? ' ' 

Ansivei'. Yes, sir; that is true. Mr. Camp, my neighbor there, and having a planta- 
tion also, and going back and forth, and I occasionally going there myself, I have had 
more information from it than from any other township, and, moreover, many colored 
people have come from that township to work on the railroad. 
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HPARTANr.I'KGII, SouTii Carolika^ Juhj 15, 1871. 
L. M. GENTllY sworn and (^xaiiiiiu -J. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Yon resitle in this place T 
Anmrr, Yes sir. 

Question. Have yon heen acting as one of a committee appointed by the democratic 
citizens of this pUice to assist in preparin*; and attending to this investigation — to 
prompting the committee with anything that it might be thought proper to ask the 
witness ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. 

Question. One of tlie witnesses sent by yon before this committee, or one of tho wit- 
nesses called before this committee, I will not say sent by yon — Dr. Robert M. Smith — 
has given testimony, of which I cannot recall the exact words, bnt the substance of 
■which is that you have stated that an offer was made of $2 a day and mileage of 10 
cents a mile, w^hich would be paid to all negroes who would como in and swear to hav- 
ing been outraged ? 

Ansicer. Let me hear that again. 

Question. Dr, Smith has testified in substance that you have stated that an offer of 
$2 a day and mileage had been nsado to all negroes who would come in and swear to 
having been whipped and outraged. I -wish to know your authority for that state- 
ment. 

Ansicer. I will tell you how I heard it. I don't remember to have told Dr. Smith or 
any one about that. I may have been speaking about it. I heard such a thing as 
that, that on an occasion, going up in this up-country with some of tho United States 
soldiers — I think it came from a soldier — in which he stated that Mr. Casey, who is 
now United States deputy marshal here, was telling the people as he went along — the 
white men — that is the men he came in contact with, that Mr. James Russeil and Tom 
Davis had confessed to being Ku-Klux, and they had just as well own up and come in 
at once ; and that when he met the negroes he asked them first when they had been 
whipped. If they said not, he said, *'Go on down to Spartanburgh and you will be 
entitled to $2 a day and ten cents a mile for going and coming," or something to that 
amount. One of the soldiers told that, I understood. 

Question. Tell us what soldier told that Mr. Casey said that. 

Answer. That I can't tell you. I can find out the name. 

Question, Did any soldiers tell you ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; it is only hearsay, and I don't know that I said it to Dr. Smith. 
Question. Do yon undertake to say here that you have no knowledge authorizing you 
to say that Mr. Casey did offer a reward in that form to induce negroes to come in ? 
Answer. I do not, sir. 

Question. Do you wish it to go in the testimony, w^th your sanction, that Mr. Casey 
did make any such offer to induce negroes to come here and testify ? 

Ansicer. I don't, because I don't know. That is only hearsay in the street. 

Question. I wanted to give you an opportunity, as the managing member of the com 
mittee in this town, to state whether you desired that that assertion should remain on 
the record as coming from yon ? 

Ansic€i\ No, sir ; I don't want to say it. I can get the name of the party that told it, 
but that is only hearsay. 

Qnestion. Then the only source to which such a statement can bo traced is by hear- 
say to Mr. Casey, the deputy marshal ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; this is what I understood the soldier said when he came home, that 
Mr. Casey said, You had better confess and come down, because Tom Davis and Jim 
Russell have confessed.*" He said you had better come down, 4&c. 
Question. That is the statement you heard as coming from a soldier? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; from some soldier who had told it when he got home. I don't know 
his name now. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You said you were one of the committee to prompt this committee in the 
examination of witnesses ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe that is the understanding of the citizens here. I was only 
requested that if a witness was called up here, and I knew of a question that would bo 
proper to be brought in, to submit it. 

Question. Was it not also a part of your duty to furnish to members of the committee, 
to one member of the committee at least, the names of witnesses to be called? 

Answer. No, sir; that was not my duty. 

Question. Have you suggested the names of witnesses to be called ? 

Answer. I did yesterday evening. I said this : that I thought as long as they had the legis- 
lative members it would be better to take D. R. Duncan riext and Joel Foster and go 
regularly through, because that would be kind of linking. I thought it would natur- 
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ally be permitted by the coinmittco to call them in connection, from the fact that they 
would tell pretty much the same thing. 

Question, I do not wish to be understood as having objected to your furnishing the 
names of witnesses to the committee. ' " • 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not suppose so. 

Question. One thing I would like to know, why, having had the assistance of citizens 
such as yourself, the names of some persons have not been given us who know some- 
thing about this Ku-Klux Klan. 

Answer. I can^t tell you about that. 

Question. From inside of it, I mean ? * 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I had no idea at all that as many had been visited by Ku-Klux as 
I have seen up here. When these witnesses came, half of them I didn't know and 
could not sUjggest. I didn't know where they were from. I did ask a fcAv of them. 

Question. I do not understand that you have suggested the names of witnesses who 
would prove outrages ? 

Ansu'ei\ No, sir. 

Question. But rather the names of those who have for the other view of tlie subject ? 
Answer. I didn't know them and couldn't do it. 

Question. Have you not heretofore heard the names of persons who were suspected 
or accused of being connected with the Ku-Klux Klan ? 

Answer. I heard at one time that this uncle of mine, J. P. F. Camp, the icreasurer, 
said he only knew the names of three in town, and these were myself, first. Colonel J. 
H. Evans, and a brother-in-law I have here, B. F. Camp. These were the only throe 
he knew of. 

Question. Where does your brother-in-law live ? 

Answer. He boards with me. He is in the blacksmith f^hop in which I am engaged 
also. 

Question. He has not been called ? 
An8ive)\ No, sir. 

Question. Neither has Colonel Evans. 

Answer. Ho can be. He is right here ; and either of them can be if you desire it. 
Question. I am asking you as to what bas been done. 
Ansiver. Neither has been called. 

Question. Have yon not heard that either your brother-in-law or your nephew, I for- 
get which, who lived down in Limestone Township, have been accused of belonging 
to this Ku-Klux Klan ? 

Answer, I learned that from Mr. Poinier just before the last election. He showed 
me the name of .a brother-in-law of mine. 

- Question. And told yon he was going to arrest him that night ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That night you went down to see your brother-in-law ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I didn't go to see him. I saw my father-in-law and brother-in-law. 

Question. Did you tell them what you had heard ? 

Answer. I asked them if Mr. Poinier and Mr. Fleming and Mr. Bankard had been 
there. They said not. 

Quesiion. How far is that froin here ? 

Answer. Eighteen miles. * 
Question. What time did you start ? 

Answer. About sun down," I think. Perhaps my horse got in a little before sundown. 
I didn't have him unsaddled ; he had been hired out that day. 
Question. How did you go ? 
Answer. On horseback. 
Question. When did you get back? 

'Answer. I got back next morning Avhen the sun was half an hour high. 
(^Mes^ion. You rode all night? 

Ansiver. Ye.*;, sir ; except when I stopped at Scrugg's. 
Question You rode thirty-six miles that night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had an appointment next day by the citizens here to go to Wal- 
nut Grove, twelve miles, and make a speech. 

Question. Did you go down and notify your nephew or brother-in-law — which is it? 
Answer. My brother-in-law. 
Question. Wha^t is his name ? 
Answer. Clayton Camp. 
Question. Has he a brother ? 

Ansiver. He has a brother named Peter, younger than himself. 

Question. You went down to notify them of the fact that Clayton was to be arrested ? 

Answer. I will tell you my object, Mr. Poinier can tell you what I told him. I got 
there about 11 o'clock, or half-past 11 o'clock, and stayed until about 2 o'clock. I tied 
my horse out to a cedar tree. ' They are living by the forks of the road. There is a 
cedar tree there that I hitched my horse to. They were all asleep. My father-in-law 
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got np in bis ni<Tht-clotbes, astonished to see ine. He matle up a li^^lit, and I asked 
liiui if these men had been there. He said no, 1 tohl liim they would bo there that 
ni«;ht; that 1 guessed it was about time for tbeni to be there, for they tokl me they 
were jroiug to arrest all of them that night ; but if they went to arrest the others first 
they would not get there for some time. He made up a lire, and the old lady came out 
in her uight-elothes, also, from an adjoining room and sat down. 1 stated the accusa- 
tion that Clayton Camp had been engaged in Ku-Kluxing on the Sunday night i)re- 
vious. I believe this was Monday night. 
Question. That was in the Champion ease ? 

Ansictr. Yes, sir; they assured me there was nothing of it ; that my brother-in-law 
could not only establish that he* was at home, by every member of the family, and went 
to bed, but that Mr. Summy, of Linconton, North Carolina, had called there and staid 
all night, and my brother-in-law and Summy were together and had walked out 
'into the room just about the time the Ku-Klnx came past. They got water at the 
well. It was just about bed-time, I think 9 or 10 o'clock. That was what they 
said to me. I told them my reason for coming there was that Mr. Poinier, Mr. 
Casey, Mr. Bankard, and Mr. Moon, I believe, were all tight, or pretty tight, when they 
started ; that I had seen them buying two or three bottles of whisky from Mr. Schop- 
paul. I had not thought of coming before that, but thought they might get into a 
scrape if these men came there drunk, and said that if Clayton could not get security 
to satisfy them, to go peaceably to Spartanburgh with them. These people can tell you 
all this to satisfy you, if you desire it. I so^told them. When I left, at 2 or half-past 2 
o'clock, I told them if they eame to have no resistance, but tell Clayton to come on. I 
would stand for him myself, or could get one to stand for him. I was on a pledge not 
to go on a bond for security as I had an old sheriff's bond over me. 

Question. Are you an officer ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but the bond hangs on me for twenty years. 
Question. Not for any misconduct ? 
Ansiver. O, no, sir. 

Question. You had heard that your brother-in-law had been in the Ku-Klux operation ? 
Armcer. Mr. Poinier told me that and showed me the list down in the stable here. 
Question. You never suggested that he should be called as a witness here ?, 
Answer. Clayton Camp f 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. No, sir ; I have not. I don't know anything he could state. 
Question. Did you suggest the name of Mr. Lyle ? 

Answer. I did not. I don't think I did. I perhaps might have suggested his name, as 
he was a legislator. I don't know, but I don't think so. 

Question. Why did you suggest that he should not be called after an order had been 
made for his subpoena ? 

Ansiver. Only because I was told by Judge Van Trump that he could not have so 
many witnesses to prove the same thing, and Mr. Duncan was living in town, and Dr. 
K. M. Smith was up here, and I suggested to Peter Camp, who came to summon me 
as a witness, that there would be no use in his riding twenty miles for a witness when 
Bob. Smith, who could prove the same thing, was here, I don't know any other reason. 

Question.^fliivG you, as a member of this local committee, made any effort to ascertain 
what witnesses would probably give us the truth on the inside of this organization, and 
to have them subpoenaed here f 

Ansiver. Well, now sir, I would have liked for you to get the truth, and I think I 
have tned to have you get it. I desire it. If I have used any efibrt at all, it is for this 
committee to get the truth. 

Question. Did you not know that Mr. Lyle was accused of having violently interfered 
with the election at his precinct at the last election ? 

Ansiver. I heard that. I heard that he was accused of going to the Cherokee box. I 
have heard that this week. I don't think I ever heard that before this week or last, at 
any rate after the committe came here, that Mr. Lyle was accused of going there with 
arms, a gun or pistol, to that box. 

Question. Was he accused of going there and interfering in a \'iolent and menacing 
manner ? 

Answer. I had heard that he had been there with a gun, without knowing what he 
said or did. I was astonished to hear that, too. I had heard from James L, Scruggs, 
who lives near the box, previous to that election, that Lyle had given Mr. Blackwell a 
good deal of honor, for he was the conductor of the election and acted that day. I 
was astonished to hear that Mr. Lyle had carried a gun up to the place of election, 
after hearing from Mr. James L. Scruggs w^hat Mr. Lyle had said about him. 

Question. Do you know how Mr. Lyle got notice that ho was wanted here as a wit- 
ness ? 

Ansiver. I cannot say, sir. I think I told James Petty when he was up here that Mr. 
Lyle would be summoned, I guessed, because he was a legislator. 
Question. Does Petty live near there? 
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Answer, About a mile and a half, or two miles, from Limestone. 
Question. When did yon tell Petty ? 

Answer. I can't remember. I think it was the first of this week. lie was asking mo 
if any of their people were required. I told him, yes ; I thought -we would have to 
have two or three good citizens. J understood there would have to be two or three 
good citizens from the neighborhood to tell the status of the neighborhood ; and as 
they had had a good deal of trouble in their neighborhood, and there was evidence com- 
ing up here, I presumed they w^ould have to have a showing, and they would w ant the 
best men in the country to come up here. I don't remember to have said anything to 
anybody else about it. 

By the Chairmax : 

Questian. I will state, in that connection, that the ofBcer I sent to subpcena Mr. Lyle 
reports, by affidavit, on his subpoena, that Mr. Lyle left yesterday morning, with his " 
family, for North Carolina. 

Answer. 1 had not heard of that, sir. I can't give that credit, exactly. 

Question. That is what the officer swears to. 

Answer. Then I would not a word, if he knows it. I know nothing about it. I 
have had no communication with Mr. Lyle. 

Answer. You had not ridden there between two suns, as you did to notify your 
brother-in-law ? 

Answer. No, sir ; one trip down there is the only one I have had, and that is the one 
you have taken down, sir. 

Question. Did you ever serve any notice, or send any, to your uncle, Mr. Camp, in the 
nature of a warning to leave ? 

Answer. I never did, sir, in my life, nor had anything to do with one, nor do l know 
that he ever got one. I heard that he had taken a scare, but I didn't understand 
that Camp had gotten a notice ; but he said they had an idea that tke Ku-Klux wero 
coming. He got scared and staid out at night. I can say I didn't send him any. 

Question. Do you not remember of his accusing you of sending such a notice ? 

Answer. I didn't know he accused me. 
• Question. Did he not accuse you of that to your face ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he didn't. I know^ Mr. Camp is not friendly with me, sir. We don't 
speak together when we meet. 

Question. Where were you on the night of the Unionville raid? 

Anstver. I can't exactly rememberj sir ; but 1 know I was either at the stable hero 
on this street, or at my house. I don't remember the date. 
Question. At both times ? 

Ansiver. I don't know how long it was, but I didn't hear of one of them until way 
afterwards. I couldn't give the date of either one. 

Question. Did you not ride out of town on the night of one of those raids ? 

Ansiver. I can't say that. I did ride out of town, and was informed by the deputy United 
States marshal next morning, when I went up to pay the revenue tax of Dr. Kilgore, Mr. 
Casey had sent him notice, and A. B. Woodruff handed me the notice and wanted me to 
attend to it. Next morning I called to Mr. Casey's office to pay the revenue tax for Dr. B. 
F. Kilgore. There had been a good deal of talk and excitement about these guns coming 
here, and our people had been exercised a little about it. It produced generaV Excitement 
that they were sent here to be i)ut in the hands of the negroes. When I got in there 
Mr. Casey was arranging these gun-boxes. There were two or three of them that 
were, if not empty, nearly emiity. There were two or three guns standing over in a 
corner. I asked him what in the world he was doing with those guns, and I said I 
thought they had produced more trouble than anything else, and I was sorry they ever 
came here, and asked him what was the matter. He said, " They made a raid on me 
last night, and the devil could not have kept them out." I asked him who made the 
raid, and he said the citizens. I asked if he meant the white people or negroes. He 
said they made *a raid ; he didn't tell me who, whether whites and blacks together, 
or blacks or whites. That is about the way I got it, and, says he, '" They were after 
you with a sharp stick last night." These, I think, were his words. I said, I don't 
think so, for I don't think I have given them any cause; I have had nothing to do 
■with the trouble here." He spoke about my riding out of town. The circumstances 
are these: I was informed that an iron wedge my boys had had up in the woods split- 
ting wood had been lost. I had loaned one to ^Mr. Livingston Bird, a railroad con- 
tractor, living on my place. I went down to the stable late at dusk to get my mare 
to go after this iron wedge, and Mr. P. W. Farrar said to me that he would have to 
go without his supper until he went to get it. He said that the other boys had gone. I 
was a little vexed at that, and told him that I thought I had hands enough there to 
take it time about to go and get something to eat, without me staying there at that 
time of night. I waited until he went about half a mile, I suppose, up to his house, 
and came back, and I got on my mare then and rode pretty fast around the corner, 
and when I got above the Walker House I missed my colt, and came back, and found 
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it had gone ?a Dr. Kennedy's gate. I went around the corner of Colonel Leggs's place, 
up here by the depot, where 1 turned to go to the farm. There I naissed my colt. It 
had stopped a while at the little blacksmith shop. 1 went over here where a tenant was 
building a house, and fell in with him, and talked with him about a quarter of an hour, 
and then went up to Livingston Bird's shanty and talked there. They sent down to 
the creek for the wedge, and I got it and went home. I walked up by the college. 

Question. What time of night was that ? 

Ahsaer, I got home, I think, about 8 o'clock. 

(Juestion. You were only going out for an iron wedge ? 

Answer, No, sir ; only that. This thing has been talked about a good deal, about the 
man that hunted tho iron wedge at night. I told Mr. Casey about it ; that it was 
very strange any man would suspect a man just going to the corporate limits, 

Quesiion. You "knew you were -suspected iu connection with the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. Mr. Casey stated that. 

Question. You knew that your brothers-in-law were accused here ? 

Ansicer. Only from what Mr. Poinier told me about Clayton, and I had heard my 
uncle in town had said he only knew of three men. Colonel Evans, and Mr. B. F. Camx) 
and myself. I never heard a word of it myself, but heard it as common talk on the 
street that he had said that. 

Mr. Van Trump. In view of the question asked by Mr. Stevenson about this local 
committee here in town, I will avsk you a question. 

Mr Stevenson. My object in asking about the local committee waste know why we 
have not had somebody brought before us through whom we could get at the inside of 
this organization. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Has the action of this committee been more than to furnish the names of 
witnesses ? 
Answer. That is all. 

Question. Is it not a fact that there were very few questions sent to me to be put in 
the examination of these witnesses, and did I not complain that enough attention was 
not paid to that matter? 

Aubwer. You did, sir, and said we were not attending to our business. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. I am requested to ask you this question : Did you not say to B. F. Barnett 
that he and George Setzler had better come out in the Spartan and renounce the repub- 
lican party, for the Ku-Klux Klan were going to take the country, and it might go very 
hard with them both if they did not, and that you did not regard this little garrison 
here very much ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; I said this to Mr. Barnett. ^ Mr. Barnett is a very, clever man. I 
talked with Mr. Green ; they are special friends of mine. That is Mr. Berrymau 
Barnett. 

Question. "What did you say to him that you desire to cxplaiu ? 

Answer, I have said to them that I thought this was just an opinion I was giving 
them as friends ; that I thought they were mistaken in the position they weie taking 
here J that I thought this Government was a white man's government, and if we didn't 
do one thing in the South the white men of the North never would allow any State in 
the Union, and I thought the sooner they would leave olf the party they were voting 
for the better it would be for them. ^ 

Question. You. did not state anything about renouncing in the Spartan newspaper, or 
that the Ku-Klux would rule the country ? 

Answer. No, sir; I never said anything of the kind. I claim these soldiers here as 
much as anybody else. I think they are for my protection as much as anybody else. 

Agreement. — It is agreed by the committee that it shall be stated on the record as 
a fact, that citizens of Spartanburgh, on both sides, furnished the names of witnesses 
to facts to be inquired into during the investigation. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 15, 1871. 
C. L. CASEY" sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
QtLCstion, Where do you reside ? 
Ansicer, In this town, Spartanburgh. 
Question, What office do you hold? 

Answer. I am deputy United States marshal in this county. 
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Question. How long have you held that office ? 
Answer. For almost two years — two years in October. 
Question. How long have you resided in this county ? 
Answer. I was born and raised in this county. 

Question. As United States deputy marshal have you traveled through most of the 
county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have traveled over the whole county within the last* two years. 
Question. Did' you go out to serve the subpoenas on the witnesses who appeared before 
this committee? 

Answer. I went out to serve some on those fellows in North Carolina — the Splawus 
and Skip Price — but they were not in the direction I thought they were. They had 
moved to another place. 

Question. When was that ? 

Ansiver, It was this week some time, I believe, or last week. I think it was the last 
of last week. 

Question. State if you said anything on the subject of paying witnesses who came in 
here. If so, state what it was. 

Answer. I was after a number of those stilling cases — the witnesses in those cases. 
They were in that country. That was my object in going, and I was getting these 
other witnesses from Rutherford, North Carolina. I had the names of over forty wit- 
nesses, over in Limestone Township and that county, for illicit distilling. 

Question. Had the Sergeant-at-Arms furnished you any names of witnesses to appear 
before this committee ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; only the Splawns and Price. 

Question. State what you said, if anything, on the subject of the pay of witnesses 
who appeared before this committee ? 

Answer. I said to these parties, If you will come in and give testimony against the 
distillers — ^' I said, "AVhen the Ku-Klux were here didn't they come to the still- 
houses V They said, " Yes ; they were drinking." Says I, If you come in and tell on 
them the law pays you the same as if you were a witness in any case. Yon get $2 a 
day and 10 cents a mile.'' Some of them lived twenty-five miles from here, and some 
not so far, and some farther. My puri)ose was to get them to come in. They are people 
that would not come in easily. 

Question. Was that all you said? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; except there was one man that was called. He asked me about his 
pay, and I told him it was $2 a day ; and he told Mr. Dewberry — that is the sheriff— 
and he says to the negro, *' That is better business than if you were at home." 

Question. Did you at any time hold out as an inducement for negroes to come here, 
that they would get $2 a day if they would testify ? 

Answer. No, air ; but we have summoned witnesses before our court several times, 
and the witnesses would not come in for fear they would be killed before they could 
get away. I have been sent for them several times, and they would not come, and they 
could not come, and when witnesses got here they had to wait. The witnesses here I 
have kept every day since Saturday week, and I would tell them, " You will be called 
soon ; and if you don't stay,". I said to these parties, " Mr. Poinicr says he will arrest 
you." I was determined to have them. 

Question. Did you take any other measures to get the wituesses here before this 
committee? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was only to get witnesses to appear before our commissioner's 
court. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Were not this Splawn and Price witnesses to appear before this committee ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. They were not in the direction which I expected to find them. They 
were away. 

Question. Still you had these names along ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; but I didn't summons them. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You did not summons them? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Will you look at a list of persons outraged, furnished here by Dr. Cum- 
mings? [Submitting to the witness the list, which will be found in Dr. Cummings's 
testimony.] 

Answer. This is a list of parties outraged. I have seen this list before. 
Question. Have you examined the names on that list ? 

An8W€7\ Yes, sir; I have run through the names once or twice ; but a good many of 
them I don't know. A good many of them I do know. I have seen the backs of a 
great many that have been whipped, but I forgot the names, because it became so 
common a thing that I didn't iiay any particular attention to it. 
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QuestioiK From the lnforiiiati«n derived by yon in riding abont the county, do you 
believe that that list contains the names of all those who have hvcn %vhipped? 

Answer. No, sir; only a small portion of three townships. I don't have reference to 
portions of the county below here. In Cross Anchor I don't know how many thero 
have been. Some have been killed. Two have been killed in that township. 

Question. Do you know what township these cases are in ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are in Glenn Springs, Limestone, Cherokee, and "White 
Plains, and a few in Canipobello. Some two are from Woodruff's ; three are from Cross 
Anchor. That is all I see-now that I know, that have their names here. 

Question. How many persons have been killed in this couuty that you know of? 

Answer. Two were killed in Cross Anchor Township. 

Question. Who ? 

Answer. Aaron House and Bob Holcomb, a colored man. He was I he same as killed , 
he was hanged. 

Questmn. When was that ? 

Answer. In the fall or winter of 1865. 

Question. But I am speaking of cases occurring within the last year ? 

Ansiver. Only two : Anthony Johnson and Wallace Fowler, and one woman up here 
frightened so she died. Another was found dead near Cowpens, but they didn't know 
whether she froze to death or what was the cause of her death. 

Question. How many persons, according to your estimate, have been whipped in this 
county ? 

Answei\ Well, sir, I believe there have been near five hundred men whipped in the 
county, if all were taken up. A great many have been whipped that will not tell it. , 
You can't get it from the men themselves. I know in some of the townships there 
have been numbers whipped, where here on this List you only see one from two places 
and three from another. 

Question. Have you ever met these men in disguise yourself? 

Answei'. I saw them last winter here in town. 

Question. When they made the raid on the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they rode under the window of the room where I was sleeping. 

Question. How many were there? 

Ans^cer. About twenty or twenty-five. 

Question. Is that the only time you have seen them? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has there been any time here when, as a United States ofQcer, you could 
execute your process with safety without the assistance of troops ? 

Answer. It has been that way ever since last January a year ago. There has been no 
3hance to execute the laws here without the assistance of the military force. 

Question. What class of process do you refer to? 

Answer. To United States process. 

Question. For what? 

Answer. For illicit distilling, process for collecting internal revenue, and one thing 
and another. 

Question. Have you had any process for persons in the Ku-Klux business since the 
Ku-Klux bill was passed ? 
Ansxcer. I believe a few have Ijcen issued for Ku-Kluxing. 

Question. Has the state of afl^'airs improved since that so that you can arrest these 
parties ? 

Answer. No, sir; it is worse. I was threatened, not a week ago, to be shot on the 
streets. Parties sent me word that if I would come out in their section they were 
ready. I went out with only ten men, up here after these distillers, and these parties 
up there were going to kill us all the first time we came in there. But they didn^t 
venture on us that night, because we didn't get there until late that night and they 
didn't have time to organize. 

Question. To what extent have people slept in the woods ? 

Atmver. I have heard a great many say they slept in the woods. Here ten days ago 
I told Mr. Poinier, " We will go up in tifio Cowpens battle-ground district," where the 
people have been sleeping out since October. We had a number of warrants for par- 
ties for illicit distilling and violence at elections. We found a fellow— Black weU — that 
had been lying out since October. W^e got to his house about 2 o'clock at night, hitched 
our horses, and laid down outside of the fence, in the road. The house was in a little 
field. I went up to the house and knocked at the door and found there was nobody 
there and the lock hanging to the door, . I went back and told Poinier and Lieutenant 
McDougal that the parties who lived there were gone, I said, " Somebody else is here, 
though ; there are wagons, &c., around here,'' But the next morning when day broke, 
between daybreak and sun-up, a woman came through the corn-field with a bundle of 
bed-clothes undet one arm and a child on the other. She came in at the back door 
without seeing us. Our horses were hitched at the front door, about forty yards from 
the door. Then I went uj) and knocked at the front door, and she came, and when she 
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saw us I tliiuk she was the worst frightened woman I ever saw. I told her not to ho 
afraid. She said, " O, I thought it was tho Ku-Khix. They always came before in the 
night, but I thought this time the7 had staid for us." I saw where she had been with 
the clothing out in the woods. She said she had been lying out, and her folks, for over 
two months. 

Question, Who was that ? 

Answer, Mrs. Blackwell— Tench BlackwelPs wife. 
Question. How prevalent was that ? 

Jnsiver. She said they had been there and broken open thd house. 

Question. 1 ask to what extent did this practice of people sleeping in the woods go in 
that part of the county, or in any other ? 

Answer. I don't know; a good many in the country told me they were sleeping out, 
and afraid to stay at home ; and I know of men in the lower portion of the county sleep- 
ing out that have not slept in their houses since the election last November — in fact the 
times have been so here in town that about six or eight of us could not stay at* ur own 
houses. We had to club together and lie out every night, first at one place and then at 
another. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You spoke as if you had some apprehension when you were out with ten 
soldiers ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Did you suppose they would attack soldiers ? 
Answer. Certainly ; they did do it. 
Question. When? 

Ansiver. On the 11th of January, 1870. They attacked us at Cowpeus, about one hun- 
dred or one hundred and fifty strong, on eight soldiers and five ofQcers. They shot three 
of our horses. 

Question. That was last year ? 

Answer. It was in 1870. It was a little more than a year ago. 

Question. That was the case where the marshal had a prisoner captured and had to 
give him up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. There has been nothing of the kind since, has there? 

Answer. No, sir, nothing since that. 

Question. Are you a member of the Loyal League ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you a copy of the oath ? 
Answer. No, sir, I have not. 
Question. Can you get a copy of it ? 

Answer. Well, 1 expect I could, maybe, here at the post ofiSce, but I don't know. It 
has been a year or such a matter that they have not had any such meetings. 
Question. I understood that you could furnish the committee with a copy? 
Answer. Perhaps I can. I never had a copy myself. 
Question. We want it ? 

Ansiver. 1 will get one if I can in town for yon. If there is not one in the post office 
I don't know where there is any. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You say you have examined that list ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you examined it thoroughly ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I looked over all the names yesterday or day before. 
Question. Do you say that list is confined to three townships ? 

Answer. It is confined mostly to one. Almost half of these are from Limestone Town- 
ship ; some are from Pacolet, some are from White Plains, some are from Cherokee, a 
few from Campobello, two from Woodruff's, and three from Cross Anchor. 

Question. You did say the list was confined to three townships ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, all but a few. 

Question, How many are outside of those 1 

Answer. There are a good many in Pacolet, some in this town, and some in White 
Plains. The larger portion are in Limestone ; some are from Cherokee, a few from 
Campobello, two from Woodruff's, and three from Cross Anchor. 

Question, How do you know there are only two from Woodruff's ? 

Ansiver, I know every man in that township. I was born and raised there and took 
the census there. 

Question. Do you know every negro there ? 

Answer. Yes, Wery man. 

Question. Do you know them when you meet them f * 
Answer, Yes, every one of them. 
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Qncsiion. Can you clistiDguish ono from another? 

Ansinr. Yes, sir. I have assessed them twice and I have token the census there once. 
Unless it was some man that hai>})ened to drop in hitely, 1 know every man. 

(Jufrstwn. How do you know this list is confined to those three towns, when you say 
there are a great many cases you don't know ? 

JtiHinr. Men told me they knew these parties, where they lived. 

(Jucsiiou. Ihityou are testifying- of your own knowledge? 

^Uismr, I know they didn't live in these other towns, Cross Anchor, Iteidsville, and 
Fair Forest. 

Qn('>>tion. How many do not? 

^lusivcr, 1 don't know exnet ly, but I know that I gp»Vo in the names from Woodruff's 
and Cross Anclior here myself. I said it was no use to give that in. 

(Jiu'stion. Yon say all the names on the list, but a few*, belong to three townships ? 
Answer.^Yvs, sir. 

Quest ioii. Now you say a great many uamCvS are there of which you do not know 
where they belong ? 

Jnswer. No ; 1 say I have seen a good many names in this town and didn't know the 
parties; but these ))arties that told mo have seen them; other men that live in these 
townships have told me that tliey saw these people there. There are no names fur- 
nished from AVoodrutf 's and Cross xVnchor but the live, for I put them in myself. 

Qu€8tion, Outside of that list, have you kept any meniorandum yourself ? 

Answer. I did for a while take some when this thing commenced. 

Que^ition. When did you begin ? 

Answer. About December last. The day after the election I went from here to Cross 
Anchor, because they had threatened out there t<^ shoot the manager, and said they 
should not allow an election. ■ The whippings commenced the next day. 1 kept a note 
of it for a while ; me and Mr. Poinier. We put down this and that, and I said after- 
ward, ^' Everybody in the county is going to be whii)ped and I will not go on any far- 
ther." 

Question. When did you come to that conclusion? 

Answer. Some time last Aj^ril^ I think. 

Qnestion. IIow many were on your list ? 

Answer. There were then only eighty-five on, all we had. 

Question. Have you seen any other list but what you kepfc and this list ? 

Answer, ]S<», sir ; these lists are all the lists I have seen. 

ijuestion. How do you come to the conclusion at a jump that you believe there are 
five hundred cases of violence in this county ? 

Answer. Because there are a number of townships from which there are few or no 
names here, and where I know the w-hipping has been going on to a great extent. 

Question. But you say there are a great many cases here of which you do not know 
where the parties are ? 

Answer. There are many persons on this list I don't know, but they say they live 
over in this country, where 1 am not much acquainted. I have only just been through 
there. 

Question. How do you come to that conclusion if you have seen no other list but that 
one and the one you kept! I suppose the list thai you kept is pretty much included 
in that list ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; I kept a list myself of Cross Anchor nnd Woodruff's. 
Question. Are they included in that list ? 

Answer. No, sir, only five of them. 1 kept a list from Cross Anchor to Woodruff's be- 
cause everybody knew me from there. The colored men came to me from there for 
some time. From other places they reported to others. From all around they reported 
to ;Mr. Cannon because he was jiostmaster. 

Question. Of this eighty-five cases received by you how mafiy did you see ? 

Answer. Not more than twenty out of the eighty-five. 

Question. How did you get the balance ? 

An9wei'. They would come and tell me, I was whipped, and this one and that one." 
Question. Not the negroes Avho w^ere whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they would say, '^I was whipped, and so many others.^ 
Question. But tliat was only twenty ? 

Ansicer. Y'es, sir ; but they reported that so many others were whipped the sjune 
night. That is the way I got my information al)ont it ; whether the )>aJance were 
whipped or not I do not know of my own knowledge. . 

Question. Did you know all these negroes to bo men of truth ? 

Answer. Some of them might lie, but their backs showed it. 

Question. But you could not see more than twenty backs ? 

Answer. No, sir; I don't know that I noticed twenty backs. 

Question. Hid you see the backs of all of the twenty? 

Answer. I expect I did see twenty. 
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Question. Then you are satisfied that the twenty had been whipped ; ))nt how could 
you tell about the others that they reported ? Conld you tell all of them ? 

Answer. No, sir; they just reported, I was whipped, and so many others were 
whi^iped at the same time." 

Question. You speak of Aaron H(^use and Bob Holcomb, killed in 1S05. Was that I'V 
Ku-Klux? 

Ansiver. Yes. sir; by disguised parties. 

Question. Tlren these Ku-Klux commenced in 1865 ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir; these two were killed. 

Question. Were they then called Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they were disguised men. 

Question. What were they called ? 

Ansicer. Slickers, in those days. 

Question. Any other name ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were they not called bushwhackers? 
Answer. No, sir; they reported themselves Slickers. 
Question. What did Slickers mean ? 

Answer. 1 don't know. They would just go about hanging. God I they killed in 
those days. They killed two negroes there. 
Question. Did these Slickers go disguised ? 
, Answer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Were they disguised like Ku-Klux? 

Answer. I don't know. I heard they had some kind of faces. That was the testi- 
mony in the coroner's inquest. 

Question. How did you tind out how^ many had been whipped ? 

Answer. They would say so many have been whipped that have given informatioti. 
There are many more have been threatened. I went to a house within ten days and 
asked them if they had been whipped around there. A white woman told me that 
trhey had been whipping on her place. Mr. Poinier and me were there. They didn't 
like to own up, but we got it out of them after a while. They owned the i)lace. 

Question. You coaxed it out of them that they had been whipped ?. 

Ansicer. They just owned it. He says if she 'says it is so, it is so. 

Question, How many were there ? 

Answer. Three were whipped there and there were two at another house. 

Question. In cases where you were not so fortunate as to have a white woman to tell 
you, how did you get at it f 

Answer-. They generally came and told that they had been whipped. 

Question. Then what makes you think there are a great many besides this five hun- 
dred f 

Ansxeer. They are afraid to tell, for fear of being killed. 
Question. How inahy are there of that kind ? 
Answer. A good many. 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. There are ten or twelve in a town, anyhow. 

Question. Then there would be one hundred and fifty in the countj^, averaging at 
that rate through all the towns ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you think there are one hundred and fifty more cases of whipping, but 
not known of ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I would not be surjirised at it. 
Question. Is that what you mean by a great many ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is a good many. 

Question. What makes you think there are ten or fifteen in. a town ? 

Ansicer. They would come here and want to see me privately. I would say, ^^Go to 
my office." They would say, ''I don't want to go there ; othe^ people are watching me." 
There was one white man came in here, and it took half a day to get him around. 
Then we had to take him into the post office to get to look at his back. 

Question. What white man was that ? 

Ansice7\ I can't tell his name. He was from Pacolet. Enoch Cannon gave him in. 
Question. You could not get him into your office ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question, Where did you see him ? 

Ansica\ I got him around back of the hotel, and into the post office that way. 

Question. How did you know he was whipped ? 

Answer. He sent word by a colored man that he had been Vv^hipped. 

Question, What colored man ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. He was not afraid to trust the fact that ho had been whipped to a colored 
man, who was to come down and tell yon, jjnd yet was afraid to tell you himself ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; the negro had been ^vliipped before that himself, and they told him 
that if ho told it they woukl kill him. 

Questio}). This Avhito man first sent word to you by a negro that he had been 
whipped ? 

Auswcr. Yes, sir ; a week before this. I hardly believed he had been whipped, because 
he told me they first took him out and drew a little switeli across him three or four 
times, and snid'thcy would come back and give him hell. They said, *'If you let it be 
known I will kill yon.*' . ' 

QuesHon. Then he had been whipped before this ? 

Ansu'ct: Ou}y a switch »lrawu over him. 

Question. BiVt the second time they Avhipped him they did not threaten to kill him ? 

Answer. The second time they whipped him they told him that if he told it they 
W(mld kill him. They told him he must denounce his party, and if he didn't do it 
they would give him hell; and the next time they gave him one of the worst sort of 
whippings. They said, ^*Now, you tell this and we will kill you." He was summoned 
as a witness in court on Monday and would not come. The parties had him summoned, 
but could not get him here. 

Question. What was his name ? 

Answer. I can get his name soon. He live^ close to Pacolet. It is not Vandiver, but 
something near that name. 

Question. You say that siuce the election of last year you cannot arrest these jiarties 
without troops to assist you ? 

Answer. I cannot go into some sections without troops. There are some places below 
here where I can go if I do not go too far ofi. In Limestone, Cherokee, Pacolet, and 
Campobello I would not risk my life, because I have received numbers of notices. 

Question. Have you those notices 1 

Answer. Xo, sir; I don't suppose any of us kept those notices. 
Question. Were they written notices? 

Answer. Yes, sir. xVfter Fleming and Poiniergot one they i)nblished it in the papers. 
We kept them a while and then tore them up. 
Question. What did you do with yours ? 
Slnswer. I tore it up. They djd not do me any good. 
Question. How many were there? 

Answer. Three or four of them. One gave me notice to resign and leave the county 
immediately. Dr. Cleveland asked me if I had not received a notice to resign. I was 
just passing along by. 

Question. It had been spoken of before that ? 

Answer. He was the first man I heard mention it, except that I knew it myself; I had 
received the notices. 

Question. Was that the first one you had received ? 
Answer. 2vo, sir; 1 had received one before that. 
Question. You had talked of it? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was at Cross Anchor. When I lived there I would not take 
a letter out of the post ofiice because it was a notice. I told the i^ostmaster when 
a letter came to me to send it to the dead-letter office. 

Question. How many came? 

Answer, 1 may have taken out half a dozen letters. 
Question. AYere they all notices? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were notices that they were going to run out scallawags and 
carpet-baggers. I got three here. 

Question. That would be nine or ten in all? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said three a while ago ? 

Answer. I got three hero in this place. I got my mail down in the lower part of the 
county ; b'Jt these things were coming, and 1 said, "Just send them, after this, to the 
dead-letter office." 

Question. Siuce you have been deputy United States marshal have you attempted to 
make an arrest and been resisted ? 

Answer. I attempted to make an efibrt, but parties said, You can go down and arrest 
us for violation of the election lavrs, but you will not get to the court-house." 

Question. Who said that ? 

Answer. Milton Davis said those words. Down there when I was moderator they 
charginl me up at the door, and got five or six democratic negroes to push over the 
table. They had told them, " I will give you forty acres of land to go in and vote the 
democratic ticket." Men that said this hadn't forty acres of land themselves. 

Question. Who said that? 

Anstcer. John Ferguson told a negro, "I will give you forty acres of land and a mule 
to vote the democratic ticket." 
Question. When was that? 
Answer, That was last April a year. 
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Question, AVas that the first time you beard of forty acres and the mule ? 

Ansxver. No, sir; I beard democrats bere say Grant and Lincoln were going to do it. 

Question. Dril you bear about the forty acres and a mule then ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but Lincoln, they said, bad promised forty acres and a mule beforQ 
be was killed. 

Question. Was it democrats only that said that? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I never beard a republican say it, and I never beard of a democrat 
being toucbe(> in the country. 

Question. Do you call that a threat, oiferiug a negro forty acres of land?'' 
Answer. No, sir ; bnt I never heard of a democrat being threatened in the county. 
Question. I didn't ask you for that. 

Answer. I say this violence was committed on these negroes, and they told them they 
^YOuld get forty acres of land, when the men that said it bad not forty acres of land. 
Everybody went around and told the negroes, You Avill get forty acres of land and a 
mule." That was the common cry throughout the country. 

Question. How many democrats oftered the negroes forty acres of land and a mule ? 

Ansiver. I never beard bnt three (U'four about Cross Anchor. liiave heard it thrown 
nj) to the republican party down there, " You are voting forty acres and a mule." 

Question. How came you to bring that into your testimony in the midst of an exami- 
nation into other facts f 

Ansiver. Because it happened right there. 

Question. Were you up there arresting them ? 

Answer. It was that day I told them they bad better mind or they would be iuter- 
fering at the governor's election. They said, You nevermind ; by God, we w^ill show 
them' they can't take us to the court-bouse." 

Question. In the midst of that scene, while you were arresting them and they threat- 
ening to kill you, did that question of the negroes being offered forty acres and a mule 
come up ? 

Ansiver. This had been first. This was before that. 

Question. Why did you skip back to that ? 

Ansiver. I tell you this was at the April election. 

Question. What did you go back to that for ? 

Ansiver. To tell you what I bad beard. 

Question. I was not inquiring about forty acres and a mule. 

Answer. I thought you were. 

Question. How many democrats did you hear that from ? 

A7i8iver. Only from those at Cross Anchor. There were three or four of them. 
Question, How did it como up ? 

Answer, I said, ^' You have thrown that up to the republicans, and now you are offer- 
ing forty acres and a male yourselves, and you have not got forty acres." 

Question. You jumped from one ponit of inquiry to an affair a year before that; you 
might tell all about that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I expect so. 

13y Mr. Stevensox : 

Question. When you go out to serve process, what course do you take as to going 
out and coming back ? What is your ])ractice ? 

Answer, My practice has becii, when I do practice by myself, to go out with a few 
men detailed, going out one course and making it on the ring and coming back another 
way, because people told me when we were after parties that they would come for 
them to get thorn off. 

Question, You go out one way, and you come back the other way ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

(At a subsequent hour, the above witness, C. L. Casey, was recalled and testified 
further as follows :) 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Will you look at this pamphlet and state whether that is the ritual, con- 
stitution, and by-laws of the National Council of the Union League ? [Submitting a 
pamphlet.] 

Answer, Yes, sir, that is what we used bere in this county. 
Question, I see that it is dated 1870 ? 

Answer, That is about the same thing we used. I think at first we bad it with a 
ribbon in it. We bad only a few in this book-shape. 
Question, Did you belong to the League bere? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, That was what you used hei'e ?" 
A7mver, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. 'Yom* League has not met since October ? 
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Answer. No, sir, not tor some timo. 
Quc8iion. Has it not been a year ? 

Answer. I don't remember when tlio governor's election was. We have bad but a 
few meetiu«:s since that. I think none since October. 
Question. Had you a meeting abont October f 

Answer. Yes, sir, and all along up to that time we had regular meetings. 
(Juestion. Have you had new members being admitted since the election ? 
Answer. No, sir, I don't think there have been any new members admitted since the 
. election, not that I know of. 

Question. When was the last meeting ? 

Answer. Jnst in September, a little while before the election. 
Question. Are you sure this was the thing used then? 
Answer. Yes, sir, it was. 

Question. Prior to that yon had a written form of oath ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, drawn from that. 

Question. These Loyal Leagues had been organized here for several years when you 
were admitted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they were organized about three years ago. 
Mr. Stevenson. I x)roj)ose to make this x:>amphlet an exhibit. 



RITUAL, CONSTITUTION, AND BY-LAWS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, 
U. L. OF A., TOGETHER WITH ALL THE NECESSARY INFORMATION FOR 
THE COMPLETE WORKING OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS. 

FORM OF A COUNCIL. 

OFFICERS AND THEIR STATIONS. 

The officers of a council of the U. L. A. are : A president, vice-president, treasurer, sec- 
retary, marshal, sergeant-at arms, and chaplain. 

The P. occupies the principal station in the room; V. P. at opposite end and in front ot 
the P. ; T. at the left hand of the P. ; Sec. at right hand of P. ; M. near the V. P., guard- 
ing the inner door; S. at A. within the outer door; aud chaplain at the center of the room, 
on the right. 

Note. — One rap calls to order, or seats the council ; three raps call up. 

EMBLEMS. 

Altar, Holy Bible, an American flag, and as many symbols of industry as may be con- 
venient, such as a small anvil, shuttle, or sickle. If possible, let a copy of the Declaration 
of Independence and of the Constitution of the United States be displayed on the altar. Let 
the American flag be spread on the altar with an open Bible resting upon it. 

OPENING A COUNCIL. 

The P. assumes the chair and gives one rap with the gavel. 

P.— I am about to open this council. Any present who are not members will retire to the 
ante-room. Officers will take their respective stations. The marshal will satisfy himself 
that all present are qualified, and report. 

This shall be done by the M. carefuUv observing whether all present are personally known 
to him to be members of the U. L. A. If any are strangers, he must demand the pass-word 
or report their names to the P. 

M. — Mr. President ! all present are true and worthy. 

P. — So may they ever continue! 

[Gives three raps.] 

If it be not imprudent, let a verse or more of some patriotic ode be sung, after which the 
chaplain shall ofl^r extempore prayer, or in the followmg form : 

PRAYER. 

Let us pray ! Eternal God, Supreme Architect and Ruler of the Universe! We humbly 
beseech Thy protection for the loyal i)eople of the United States of America, and more es- 
pecially for the members of this patriotic organization. Wilt Thou be pleased to direct and 
prosper all our consultations to the advancement of Thy glory and the honor and welfare of 
this nation. Aid and assist the Government in so fixing the foundations thereof that peace, 
happiness, truth, hberty, justice, and brotherly love may prevail for all time. Save us, wo 
pray Thee, from foreign toes and domestic traitors. Unite us in love for our common coun- 
try — attach us to the great principles of the Constitution— fill ns with reverence for Thee-- 
and may Thy Good Spirit guide, strengthen, and comfort us now and forev-er. Amen ! 

[Gives one rap.] 

P.— By authority duly invested in me, 1 declare this council open for the transaction of 
such business as may be lawfully brought before it. 
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ORDER OE BUSINESS. 

1. Calling the roll of officers. 

2. Reading tlie minutes. 

3. Proposition of candidates for membership. 

4. Reports of committees on applications for membership. 

5. Election of members. 

[This may be in any form which secures secrecy and is approved by the council.] 
G. Initiation of members. 

7. Report of standing comjmittees. 

8. Report of special committees. 

9. Unfinished business. 
10. New business. 

Note. — Business shall be conducted according to parliamentary usage, subject to appeal 
to the council. 



INITIATION. 

Previous to initiation, it shall be the duty of the M. to inform the P. if any are in attendance 
far initiation. 

P. — Brethren ! I am about to proceed with the ceremony of initiation. The S. will read 
the names of those entitled to admission. 
This having been done — 

P. These have been found worthy. The V. P. will retire and prepare the candidates. 
The V. P. retires and approaches the candidates. 

V. P. — Gentlemen ! Your presence here is a token that you know the objects of this as- 
sociation. Do you give me your word of honor, in the presence of God and this witness, 
that you will keep secret all you see and hear, unless authorized to reveal the same by com- 
petent authority ? 

Being answered affirmativelyj— 

V. P. — Prepare; then, for introduction to the society of the loyal and patriotic men of the 
nation. 

The V. P. then returns to the council and announces: 

V. P. — Mr. P., I find the candidates worthy and willing to proceed. 

P. — The V. P. will conduct tlie candidates to our council. 

The V. P. retires to the ante-room. Candidates range themselves behind the V. P., who 
advances to the inner door and makes the usual alarm. 
M. — Who comes here under the private signal of our League? 

V. P. — Candidates who, having been duly elected and examined, desire admission to our 
loyal band. 

J\I. — Mr. P., the V. P. announces candidates who, having been duly elected and examined, 
desire admission to our loyal band. 

P. — The loyal and worthy tire always welcome. Admit them. (Three raps.) 

The M. opens the door. Candidates, led by the V. P., enter and are arranged in front of 
the altar. The council form a circle with clasped hands, the P. standing before the altar. 

A patriotic ode may here be sung. 

P. — Worth}' sons of America! we bid you welcome. This circle of freedom and equal 
rights now encircling you must never be broken by treachery. 
Council responds — 
C. — Never ! 

P. — Our cause is a noble one. It is that of our country. None need fear exposure of our 
purposes. Yet, for the more complete success of our patriotic mission, you are now required 
to take upon yourself a serious and binding obligation, which I assure you does not conflict 
in any way with the duties you owe to yourself, your country, or your God. With this 
assurance on our part, are you willing to proceed ? 

Being answered in the aifirmatif^e — 

Before you are the national flag and the open Bible— fit symbols of civil and religious 
liberty. Place your left hand thereon and raise your right hand towards Heaven, and repeat 
after me the following 

OBLIGATION : 

I, (each repeating his own name,) with an uplifted hand, in the presence of God and these 
witnesses, do solemnly swear, without reservation of any kind, that I will support, protect, 
and defend the Constitution and Government of the United States of America, one and indi- 
visible, and the flag thereof, against all enemies, foreign and cfomestic; that I will vote only 
for those who advocate and support the great principles set fortli by this League, to fill any 
office of honor, profit, or trust in either the State or General Government, and if I am ever 
called to fiill any office, I will faithfully carry out the principles set forth by this League. 
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And further, that I will protect ami defei^d all worth}' ineiiih^rs of the TTnion league of 
America; ami that I will never, in any niauuer or t'orni, divuln^e or make known, to any 
person or persons not icorthy members of this organization, any of the .sifjus, passwords, 
grips, proceedin;:^s, designs, debates, or plans of this or any other comicil of this organiza- 
tion, unless autiiorized so to do by competent authority. And further, that I will aid and 
defend the working men of the nation, and in all lawful methods endeavor to secure to them 
the rijxht to labor and enjoy the full fruit of their labor : and that I will not countenance or 
emphv)' any one who is in any manner hostile to the working men of tlie nation. And v\ iih 
my hand on the Holy Bible and flag of the United States of America, I acknowledge myself 
firmly bound and pledged to the faithful performance of this, my solemn obligation, so help 
me God ! 

Kesponse by the members — 

Hail [ worthy and true ! 

P. — Take your place in this sacred circle. Formed to perpetuate freedom and good gov- 
ernment, we trust every added link will make stronger the chain which binds us together. 
(Candidate is received as one of the circle.) 

Now, joined in one harmonious baud, pledged to sustain principles at once noble and holy, 
raise your united hands towards Heaven, and repeat with me 

THE 'PKEExMAN'S PLEDGE. 

To defend and perpetuate freedom and the Constitution, the supremacy of law, and the 
inherent rights of civil and religious freedom ; and to accomplish the objects of this oij-an- 
ization, I pledge my life, my fortune, and my sacred honor. 

(Circle is broken and council resume their seats.) s 

To the candidate — 

P.— Kow take your place before the altar, while I communicate *o you the secret-work of 
our organization. 

Note. — This must be communicated verbally. 

The secret-work having been communicated, the P. shall deliver the following 

ADDRESS : 

Gentlemen : This organization was formed during the first year of the late rebellion. 
All will remember the discouragements of that year and the consequent reaction of the public 
mind, as evinced in the elections held in the autumn of 1><()*2. Fears were justly entertained 
that the enemies of our flag and country would obtain control of the lower house of our 
National Legislature, prevent the further prosecution of the war, and attempt a permanent 
dismemberment of our glorious Union, In this crisis of our nation's hivStory eleven persons 
met by appointment in tbe city of Cleveland, Ohio, and formed the nucleus of the body 
which has since been so gloriously known as the Union League of America. This was in 
November, ; the work of organization spread rapidly, and in May following the Na- 
tional Council met for the first time, with eighteen States fully represented. From this 
memorable period the League lias continued to gain strength, until it has extended itsbenf^fi- 
cent sway over the entire Union. From Maine to Florida, and from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, our organization counts its members by millions. Our first grand purpose has been 
happily accomplished. Our flag floats over the entire Union. But the legitimate fruits of 
the war for the Union are to be secured in the complete ascendancy of the true ])rinciples of 
popular government — equal liberty, education and elevation of the workingmen of the nation, 
and the security of all by means of the elective franchise. It is as true now as in former 
times that ''eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." Placed as sentinels on the outer wall, 
our councils will ever remain the guardians of the nation's liberties. To snstain these jirin- 
ciples and this wise policy you have joined our fraternity. Let no temptation swerve you 
from the path of wisdom and patriotism. Guard well the priceless treasure of American 
citizenship, and scorn all the wiles of those enemies who seek to overthrow our institutions 
founded on an OPEN 1>IBLE and the flag of the Union. In joining this council you are 
only on the threshold of this Glorious Temple of Liberty. Before you is a path lit up with 
the brilliant radiance of a hundred victories. Be faithful to what Las already been im- 
parted, and ere long you shall ascend higher and join the society of those who, having 
served with honor the probation of our first degree,, have been admitted to the Inner anc- 
tuary of the Union League of America. 

Candidates then take their seats in the council. 



FORM OF INSTALLATION. 

The services of installation can bo» performed by a deputy of the State council, to whom 
power lias been granted to organize councils, or by the highest retiring officer present, in 
case of the election of new officers by a council. 

\. The installing officer takes the president's chair, 'and rapping to order, calls the officers 
elect tf Council No. to present themselves for installation. 
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2. The officers elect arrange themselves in line before the installing officer, the president 
directly in front, the Sec, M., and S. at A. upon ^the right of the P., the Tr., V. P. on Us 
left. 

3. The installing officer rises and propounds the following questions to the officers elect : 
Do you, each for yourself, promise, on your honor, faithfully and impartially to pert^orm 

the duties of the several offices to which you have been respectivtily elected by this council? 
Answer. 1 do. 

Do you in like manner promise to treat with due and proper respect and obedience your 
superior officers in this organization, and to observe and enforce its cousututioU; rules, and' 
usages ? 

Answer. I do. 

4. The installing officer then calls up the council witli three raps of the gavel, and pro- 
pounds to the council the following question : 

Do you, each and all of you, accept these gentlemen for the several offices to which they 
have been elected, and do you promise to render them due respect and obedience in dis- 
charging the duties of the same ? 

Answer. We do. 

5. 'J'lie installing officer then says : " By virtue of the authority conferred upon mo as an 

installing officer for the U. L. A. for , I do declare these officers for Council No. 

duly installed, and the council prepared for the transaction of business The officers will 
take their proper places in the council chamber." 

The installing officer vacates the president's chair, and escorting the president to the chair 
shall say : 

Mr. I*RESIDENT: It is with much pleasure that 1 now present you with the emblem of 
authority. (Presents the gavel to P.) Invested with great honor, you have also grave 
responsibilities. Into your hands I solemnly commit the destinies of this council. Be wise ! 
Be firm! Be true! Ever remenxber that oiu' high and holy mission is to uphold the great 
principles of the nation, and, unmoved by passion or the dictates of faction, strive to make 
your council "a punishment to evil-doers and a praise to those who do well." 

[The installing officer may here address the council or call on the P. so to do.] 



CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL. 

Article I.— Name. 

This organization shall be known as the "UxiON League of America." 

' Article ll.—Oljcct. 

The object of this organization shall be to preserve liberty and the Union of the United 
States of America ; to maintain the Constitution thereof and the supremacy of the laws; to 
sustain the Government and assist in puttiug down its enemies ; to protect, strengthen, and 
defend all loyal men, without regard to sect, condition, or race ; and to elect honest and reliable 
Union men to all offices of profit or trust in National, State, and local government ; and to 
secure equal civil and political rights to all men under the Government. 

Article III. — Organization. 

This organization shall consist of a national council and one council for each State and 
Territory and for the District of Columbia, and of such subordinate councils as may by them 
be established, under regulations not inconsistent with this constitution. 

The national council shall be compot^ed of representatives elected hy the several State, 
Territorial, and District councils, and shall have the general superintendence of the League. 

The officers and executive committee^ designated in the fifth article of the consLitution, 
shall be q^cio members of. the national council; but without a right to vote, unless 
elected representatives in accordance with Article 4th. 

Article IV. — riatio of jnemhcrship. 

The representatives from the State and Territorial councils shall correspond in number 
with the respective representation of the Stales and Territories in the two Houses of Con- 
gress ; and any member of the Union League of such States, Territories, or District shall 
be eligible to the position. They shall be elected annually, and shall be entitled to admis- 
sion into the national council upon the presentation of certificates signed by the president 
and secretary of the State or Territorial council by which they may be elected. The Dis- 
trict council of the District of Columbia shall be entitled to one representative. 

Article V. — Officers. 
The officers of the national council shall be elected by ballot annually, to serve until their 
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Buccessors aro choseu, and sball consist of a president, two vice-presiclent'', a reoordnij^ and 
covrcspondins^ secretary, chaplain, marshal, treasurer, and serf^eaut-at-avnis, with an execu- 
tive committee, to consist of seven members, resident in the State of New York, or con- 
venient thereto, and one member in each State, Territory, and District, toc^ether with the 
})resideut, vice-presidents, treasurer, and secretaries as ex officio members. And any number 
by them designated shall constitute a quorum. 

AiiTiCLE Yl.—Dutics of officers. 

The president shall preside at the meetings of the council. In his absence one of the 
vice-presidents shall preside, and at other times they shall perform such duties as shall be 
required of them. The recordiufj secretary shall keep a full and perfect record of the pro* 
ceedings of the council, and prepare all charters and dispensations. The correspondence ot 
the council shall be prepared by the corresponding or recording secretary, and shall be over 
his signature or that of the president. Minutes of all correspondence shall be kept by the 
recording secretary, in a book procured for that purpose. 

The treasurer shall receive all moneys, and keep an accurate record of the same. 

Article VII. — Disbursement of funds. 

All disbursements of funds shall be made by the treasurer, by direction of the executive 
committee, on orders drawn by the recording secretary, and signed by that officer and the 
president or one of the vice-presidents. 

Article VIII. — Executive committee. 

All questions relative to the operations and extension of the organization shall be referred 
to the executive committee, and shall be primarily acted upon by it. 

Article IX,— Charters. 

All charters for State and Territorial councils and for the District of Columbia shall 
emanate from the national council. The iiational council shall also issue charters for sub- 
ordinate councils in localities where State, Territorial, or District councils may not exist. 

Charters shall be issued over the seal of the council, and shall be signed by the president 
and the recording secretary. *]S'o charter shall be granted except in open council or by the 
executive committee, and upon the application of nine or more members of the League or of 
a subordinate council. Charters for State, Territorial, and District councils may be revoked 
by the national council or by the executive committee for cause, after due notice and an 
opportunity to be heard on the question of such revocation. 

State and Territorial, and the council of the District of Columbia, or their executive com- 
mittees, may, for cause, provide for the revocation of the charter of any subordinate council 
issued by them in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

Article X.-— Fees. 

The fee for a charter, dispensation, and the rituals necessary for a State, Territorial, or 
District council shall be twenty-tive dollars, and for a subordinate council five dollars, to be 
paid to the treasurer of the national council. 

Article XI. — Dispensations, 

Dispensations for the establishment of councils shall be granted in the same manner as 
charters. But no person shall be allowed a dispensation except upon the recommendation 
of a subordinate council, or of at least a two-thirds vote of the members present at the meet- 
ing at v/hich the application therefor may be acted upon. 

Article XII. — Qualifcations for memhershlp. 

All loyal citizens of the age of eighteen years and upwards are eligible for membership of 
this League; also aliens who have declared their intention to become citizens. 
No member of this League shall be absolved from the obligation imposed in its ritual. 

Article XIII. — Business demanding especial attention. 

All matters not provided for in this constitution,, and demanding at any time immediate 
attention, may be fully acted on by the executive committee at any regular meeting, or at 
special meetings, of "which due notice shall be given. 
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Article XIV. — licports of State and Territorial councils. 

State and Territorial councils shall report yearly to this council. These reports shall 
include an -exact statement of the number of councils, their location, meniborship, officers, 
and such other particulars as may be deemed important to a correct and full knowkdge of 
the condition of the Leag^ue. 

The secretary of this council, and each State, Territorial, and District council, shall once 
in each month transmit to the national council, and to each State, Territorial, and District 
council, one copy cf all blanks, circulars, pamphlets, and publications of tlieir respective 
councils issued during the preceding month, to the end that all such information may be 
generally diffused. 

Article XV. — Annual meeting. 

The annual meeting of the- national council shall be held on the second Wednesday of 
December of each year, at which time the officers in the national council .shall be elected by 
ballot, each representative having one vote, and a majority of all the votes cast shall be 
necessary to a choice. 

Article ^Yl— Books and blanks. 

The national council shall provide all charters, blanks, and other forms, together \vitli 
the books and seals necessary for the workintj of the order; and State, Territorial, and Dis- 
trict councils shall be supplied therewith at the cost thereof. 

Article 'XNll.— State councils. 

The State and Territorial councils, and the council for the District of Columbia, shall be 
composed of delegates elected by the subordinate councils within their jurisdiction respect- 
ively, under such regulations as may be prescribed by said councils. 

Article XVIII. — Admission and transfer of members. 

State, Territorial, and District councils may make regulations, conformable to this consti- 
tution, concerning the admission to and the transfer of members from subordinate councils, 
and upon such suljjects- as the national council may allow or prescribe. 

Article XIX. — Election of members. 

No person shall be elected to any subordinate council except by three-fourths of all the 
members present and voting. Each council shall provide that a certain number of trials 
may be had, not exceeding three, and only one at the same meeting. A person rejected 
may be again proposed at the expiration of three months. If agaiu rejected, he shall not be 
proposed until the expiration of six months. 

Every person shall be initiated in a council of his own township, district, city, or ward, or in a 
council nearest his residence; provided there is an active working council therein. A person 
rejected in a regular council, or admitted in violation of this rule, shall not be allowed the 
privileges of membership until his disability is removed. The provisions of tliis article rel- 
ative to initiations and rejections shall be subject to such modification as the councils of the 
States, Territories, and District of Columbia may respectively prescribe. 

Article XX. — Expulsion of members. 

Any council may expel a member for violating his obligation, or for disloyal or dishonor- 
able conduct, after giving the accused one week's notice and a full and fair hearing before 
the council, by a majority of the votes of the members present and voting at any regular 
meeting. Immediately after such expulsion nctice shall bo given to the recording secretary 
of the State council, who shall Iiotify all the subordinate councils in the State of the fact. 

Article XXI. — Conflicting State organizations. 

If two or more State organizations exist in any State, the president and executive com- 
mittee of the national council may call a convention in such State on a basis that will secure 
equal representation to their several subordinate councils ; and in the event of a failure of 
the separate" organizations to consolidate under this constitution, the national executive 
committee shall determine which, if either, of the State councils shall be recognized as the 
regular organization. 

Article XXII. — Alteration or amendment of the constitution. 

This constitution may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of all the members of 
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the national council present at its rep^ular annual meeting, or by a national convention of 
the League, to be called by the president, upon application to liiin therefor from not less 
than five State councils. 



FORM OF CONSTITUTION FOR STATE COUNCILS. 

I. — NAME. ^ 

This organization shall be known as the " State Council of the Union League of 
America," for the State of . 

II. — object. 

The object of this council shall be to preserve liberty and the union of the United States 
of America ; to maintain the Constitution thereof and the supremacy of the laws ; to sustain 
the Government and assist in putting down its enemies ; to protect, strengthen, and defend 
all loyal men, without regard to sect, condition, or race ; and to elect honest and reliable 
Union men to all offices of profit or trust in National, State, and local government ; and to 
secure equal civil and political rights to all men under the Government. 

nr.— organization. 

This organization shall consist of one State council, and such subordinate councils as 
may be estabhshed by the State council. 

IV.— STATE council. 

The State council shall be composed of representatives from the several councils of the 
State, each of which shall be entitled to such representatives as may by law be established. 

Any delegate unable to attend may appoint a substitute, who shall be authorised to act 
as such delegate at all meetings of the council for the current year Members present may 
fill vacancies. 

The State council shall have the general superintendence of the League throughout the 
State, with power to make all rules, regulations, and orders necessary to effect the designs 
of the League, provided the same do not conflict with this constitution or the constitution of 
the national council. 

v.— OFFICERS. 

The ofiicers shall consist of a president, first and second vice-presidents, recording and 
corresponding secretaries, chaplain, treasurer, marshal, sergeant-at-arms, and a State execu- 
tive committee, who shall hold office until their successors are chosen. The offices of re- 
cording and corresponding secretaries may be filled by the same person. 

VI.— DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

President. — The president shall preside at the meetings of the council, and perform such 
other duty as may be necessary for the good of the order. 

J'ice-presidents. — In case of the absence, illness, or other disability of the president, a vice- 
president in the order elected shall act as president pro tern. 

During the absence of the president from the general office, the vice-president in the order 
elected may perform the duties assigned the president. 

The recording secretary shall keep a perfect record of the proceedings of the State council, 
prepare all charters and dispensations, and perform such other duties as the executive com- 
mittee may direct. 

The corresponding secretary, during the absence of the recording secretary, shall perform 
the duties of that officer. 

The correspondence shall be prepared by either secretary, over his proper signature, and 
minutes thereof shall be kept by the recording secretary in a book set apart for that purpose. 

The treasurer shall receive all moneys and keep an accurate account of the same ; he shall 
make disbursement thereof on the w^arrant of the chairman of the executive committee, or 
of an auditing committee. 

The duties of the marshal, sergeant-at-arms, and chaplain shall I'emain as prescribed in 
the ritual. • 

VIL— EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The execut've committee shall consist of two members from each judicial district in the 
State, to be chosen, it possible, by the members present from the several judicial districts, 
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together with the president, vice-prrsidents, treasurer, and recording and corresponding 
secretaries. It shall hold regular monthly meetings, of which a full record shall be kept, open 
to the inspection of members of this State council; it shall have power to appoint sub-com- 
mittees of its own body ; to remove any officer of the State council, or any member of its 
own body, for neglect of duty, or for malfeasance in office; and to fill any vacancies thus 
made until the next ensuing meeting of the State council^ and, during the recess of the State 
council, to transact all the necessary business thereof; to it shall be referred all questions 
relative to the extension and operations of the League ; and such number shall consritute a 
quorum as it shall provide. 

VIII. — ANNUAL MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the State council shall be held on the , at the , unless 

otherwise ordered by the State council. At this meeting all ofiicers of the State council 
and representatives to the national couucil shall be elected by ballot. Each representative 
shall have one vote^ and a majority of all the votes cast shall be necessary to a choice. 

IX. — SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

Special meetings may be ordered by the executive committee at any time. Notice thereof 
shall be mailed to the members of the State council ten days prior to the holding of such 
meeting. 

X.— QUORUM. 

members present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

business ; any less number may adjourn from day to day. 

XI.— HEADQUARTERS. 

The State council shall keep an office in , where the executive committee may meet 

and the routine business be transacted. 

Xn.— REVENUE. 

The executive committee shall make such provision for the procurement of necessary 
funds as it shall deem just and equitable, and for the general welfare of the order. 

XIII.— BOOKS, BLANKS, ETC. 

The State council shall provide all charters, rituals, blanks, &c., necessary for the work- 
ing of the order, and all councils within the State shall be supplied therewith at the cost 
thereof. 

XIV.— ESTABLISHING COUNCILS. 

The president shall have power to establish councils throughout the State. A county 
deputy s»hall be appointed by the president of the State couucil in each county of the State, 
who shall be a resident of the covmty in which he acts, and whose action shall be confined 
to his own county; and the executive committee shall Iiave power, in its discretiou, upon 
the nomination of the president, to appoint one or more general State deputies, with authority 
to establish councils, and to do such other duties pertaining to the advaucemcnt and har- 
monious working of the League in this State as the president shall deem necessary ; and 
such State deputies may be paid for their services and necessary expenses ; the auiount of 
which shall be determined by the executive committee. All county deputies may appoint 
as many assistants as the president shall approve ; and all deputies and their assistants may 
be suspended by the president and removed by the executive committee for inefficiency or 
other cause. * 

XV.— CHARTERS. 

All charters within this State shall emanate from the State council, and shall bo granted 
only upon application of eight or more members of the League, on the approval of a person 
duly authorized to institute such council ; they shall be issued over the seal of the council, 
and signed by the president and recording secretary. No council shall have power to ini- 
tiate members until after it has recejved its charter, nor shall any charter be issued until the 
charter fees are paid. Charters may be revoked by the executive committee for cause, after 
due notice and an opportunity to be heard on the question of revocation. 
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XVI.— CHARTER Fcn, 

The fee for a cl.artcr, disper.Fatioii, rituals, <l c., necessary for a subordinate council sLah 

be dollars, which ttball be jtaid to the pcison establishinp^ the council, and by him paid 

to the treasurer of the IState council. 

XVII.—QUALIFICATIONS FOR MFMIJCRSIIir. 

All loyal citizens of the a^^e of eiprhteen years and upward are elip^ible for membership in 
this League; also aliens who have declared their intention to become citizens. No member 
of this League shall be absolved from the obligations imposed in its ritual. 



XVIIL— ELECTION AND INITIATION OF MEMBERS. 

No person shall bo elected to any subordinate council except by three-fourths of all the 
members present and voting". Each council shall provide that a certain number of trials 
may be had, not exceeding three, and only one at the same meeting. A person rejected 
may be again proposed at the expiration of three months. If again rejected, he shall not 
be proposed until the expiration of six mouths. Candidates for adniission may be initiated 
within three months after their election, *hnd not afterwards unless reelected. 

A person rejected in a regular council, or admitted in violation of this rule, shall not be 
allowed the privileges of membership until this disability is removed. 

XIX. — TRANSFERS. 

Members in good standing may be transferred on certificate from one council to another, 
and no applicant by certificate shall be rejected, except by three-fourths of all the members 
present and voting. 

XX. — REPORTS. 

Subordinate councils shall, on the first days of January, April, July, and October, re- 
port to the secretary of the State council the number of members admitted during the pre- 
ceding quarter, changes in officers, and such other information as may be desired. Like 
reports shall be made to the county deputy. 

XXI.— CONSTITUTIONS AND BY-LAWS. 

The State council, or the executive committee, shall provide a form of constitution and 
by-laws for the government of subordinate councils. 

XXII. —AMENDING CONSTITUTION. 

This constitution may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of all the members ofr 
the State council present at any regular or special meeting: Provided, All alterations or 
amendments shall first be submitted to and ratified by the national council or the national 
executive committee. 



CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS FOR SUBORDINATE COUNCILS OF THE 

U. L. A. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article l.—Name. 

This council shall be known as council No. , in the — of , county 

of , and State of . 

Article 11.— Object. 

The object of this council shall be to preserve liberty and tlio union of the United States; 
to m.aintain the Constitution thereof, and the supremacy of the laws ; to sustain the govern- 
ment and assist in putting down its enemies ; to protect, sr3ngthen, and defend all loyal 
men, without regard to sect, condition, or race ; to elect honest and reliable Union men to 
all ofiices of profit or trust in National, State, and local government; and to secure equal 
civil and political rights to all men under the Government. 

Article llh— Membership, 

No person under eighteen years of age shall be received as a member of this council. 
Propositions for membership shall be made in writing, and every candidate not vouched 
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for b}^ two members present, besides tlie proposer, shall be referred to the executive com- 
mittee for examination. No person shall be elected to this council, except by tliiee-fourths 
of all the members present and voting^. Each council shall provide that a certain number 
of trials may be had, not exceedi^or three, a^id only one at the same meeting-. x\ person 
rejected may be again proposed at the expiration of three months. If again rejected, he 
shall not be proposed until the expiration of six months. 

Members maybe elected on certificate of transfer by a vote of three-fourths of those pres- 
ent at any meeting. 

Article 1Y.— Officers. 

The officers of this council shall consist of a president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, 

marshal, sergeant-at-arms, and cliaplain, all of whom shall be elected in the month of 

of each year. Each officer shall hold his position until his successor is elected. A majority 
of all the members present shall be required to elect officers. All elections shall be by 
ballot, unless otherwise ordered by the unanimous vote of the council. 

Article V. — Duties of officers. 

President. — The president shall perform all such duties as pertain to the office, and appoint 
all committees not otherwise provided for by these laws. In his absence, the duties shall 
devolve upon V. P. or the next highest officer present. 

Secretary. — The secretar}^ shall keep a true record of all the proceedings of the council, 
and an accurate roll of membership ; also a list of all the propositions for membership, and 
elections or rejections. The minutes of each meeting shall record the receipts and disburse- 
ments of the treasurer. 

Treasurer. — The treasurer shall receive and disburse all moneys of the council, furnishinjif 
the secretary at each meeting with the necessary information for his minutes. He shall 
make a report at the first meeting in the months of January and July, v/hlch report shall 
contain a full statement of the council's financial transactions and condition, and also the 
names of all members of the council in arrears. 

The duties of the marshal, scrgeant-at-arms, and chaplain shall be such as are prescribed 
in the ritual. 

Article Yl.~Quorum. 

Nine members shall <5onstitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a less number 
may adjourn from time to time. 

r Article YIL— Reports. 

A quarterly report shall be made up by the secretary of this council, containing a state- 
ment of the condition of the same; a brief record of its meetings; the number of its mem- 
bers ; what addresses delivered, and by whom ; and the average attendance, together with 
such matter as shall be deemed pertinent and of inter-est to the order ; and he shall transmit 
the same, signed by the president and secretary, on or before the third Monday of April, 
July, October, and January in each year, to the State council. 

Article YIU.— Forfeiture of office. 

Any officer who shall absent himself from the cfouncil for three consecutive meetings, or a 
member of any committee wh(j shall fail to attend three consecutive meetings thereof, may 
be deprived of his position "by vote of the council. 

Note, — The foregoing form for constitution may be modified by order of any State 
council for councils under their jurisdiction. 



BY-LAWS. 

Article l.^Mcctings. 

The regular meetings of this council shall be held on evening of each week. Special 

meetings may be called by the president at any time, and shall be on the requisition of ten 
members. The hour of meetin-g shall be, from the first of April to the first of October, at 
; and from the first of October to the first of April, at . 

Article II. — Fees and dues. 



The initiation fee for membership in this council shall be and the dues cents 

per month. All honorably discharged soldiers or sailors of the United States Army or Navy 
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hereafter joininf^ sliall be admitted without payment of any initiation fee. The financial 
year shall commence on the first of January, and any member in arrears for six months' 
dues shall not be entitled to vote or take part in any business proceedings of the council. 

Article III. — Committees. 

The standing committees of this council shall consist of an executive, a financial, and a 
committee on the state of the Union. 

Executive committee. — The executive committee shall consist of the president, secretary, 
treasurer, and five other members to be appointed by the president, which coiimiittee shall 
have charge of executive business, and it shall likewise consider and report upon all proposi- 
tions for membership referred to them. 

Finance committee. — The finance committee shall consist of the vice-president and four 
other members, to be appointed by the president, which committee shall have charge of the 
financial business of the council. They shall audit all bills before the same are paid, and 
likewise the annual and semi-annual reports of the treasurer. 

Committee on state of the Union. — The committee on the state of the Union shall consist 
of five members, to bo appointed by the president. They shall, from time to tim.e, report for 
the consideration of the council, subjects of National and State importance, especially such 
as pertain to the objects of the Union League. 

AllTlCLE IV. — Order of business, 
[For order of business, see page G62.] 

Article V. — Debate, 

No member shall speak more tban twice upon any question before the council, nor more 
than five minutes, except by unanimous consent. 

Article YI. — Bules, 

The rules of the assembly of the State, so far as applicable, shall be accepted as the rules 
governing the proceedings of this council. 

AVhen the yeas and nays are ordered, the secretary shall call the names of those present 
only. 

Article VII. — Expulsion, 
[For law relative to expulsion, see page 6G6.] 

Article VIII. — Suspension of by-laics. 

These by-laws may be suspended, for a special purpose only, by a unanimous vote ; they 
may be amended by a two-thirds vote, after a proposition therefor has been made in w^riting 
at least one month prior to the consideration thereof. Articles IV and V may be suspended 
at any meeting by a majority vote. 



FORM OF APPLICATION FOR CHARTER. 

We, the undersigned, members of the Union League of America, ask that a charter be 

granted us to have and to hold a council of your U. L. at , in the county of , 

{State of , there being no convenient U. L. council in that election district now in good 

w^orking. order. 

(To be signed by nine members. ) 

Appro yed.* 

State Deputy for County. 



FORM OF TRANSFER. 

This is to certify that , of , is a member in good standing of , 

the U. L. A. Council No. , in the county of , State of , and being about to 

change his membership to , he is recommended as a true man to the U. L. of A., of 

that district. 

, President, 

, Secretary, 



* Should be signed by the person who established tiie council. 
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FOKM OF REPORT TO STATE OR NATIONAL COUNqL. 

Report of , Council No. , U. L. A., in the of — , district of 

Siate of , from to . Place of meeting, . Time of meeting-, 



Names of officers. Post-office address. 



President 

Vice President. 
-, Chaplain 

Secretary 

-, Treasurer 

]Marshal 

•, S. atA 



Whole number of members, ; number of initiations, ; average attendance 

of members, . 

We certify that the above return is correct. 

; Fresident. 

, Secretary. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO DEPUTIES. 

1. When you desire to establish a council of the U. L. A. at any point, go there or send an 
assistant. Assemble nine or more loyal men, explain to them the objects^ and, as far as 
you think proper, the principles of the Union League of America. If they consent to be- 
come members, initiate them. After you have given them the secret-work, take the chair ; 
state to them the number "and names of the officers they have to elect. You will then have 
ihem proceed to an election to fill the different offices from among the men initiated. 

2. After the officers are elected, you will request nine or more of the members to sign an 

application for a charter. This application and the fee of , you will forward to the 

secretary of the State council, who will send a charter and the necessary books, blanks, 
&c. to the president of the new council. » 

3. If you are unable to attend the organization of a council, you may deputize and send 
an assistant, being responsible for his prompt report. 

4. Instruct the councils that they should hold their meetings once in each week, and that 
they should follow the ceremony as nearly as possible. Advise them to enlist all the loyal 
talent in their neighborhood, and that they have speaking whenever they can. 

5. You will perceive that the success of the councils which you establish will depend in 
great measure upon the men who are its founders, and who may be elected to fill its oflices. 
They should not only be prudent, vigilant, energetic and loyal, but they should be men who 
possess the confidence of their fellow-citizens. 

6. ^You should establish councils in each election precinct. These councils should not 
only. have distinctive names, but be regularly numbered. 

7. It is important that each council be at once put in communication with the State and 
national councils. Through these sources the members of the League will be supplied with 
documents. 



Spaetanburgh, South Carolina, Juhj 15, 1871. 
JUNIUS THOMSON sworn and examined. 

By. the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. In this place ; in the town. 
Question. W^hat is your business ? , 

Ansicer. I suppose I might call myself a farmer. I n'ln out once iu a while. My 
plantation is about forty miles from here, in York County. 
Question. How long have you lived here ? 
Answer. Twenty-four years. I was born and raised here. 

Question. Were you at any time in North Carolina during the time that Kii'k had- 
command of the North Carolina militia ? 
Anstccr. I was in the army during the war. 
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Qiicsiim. But I am speaking of the time since the close of the war ? 

Ausivcr. I was in the*army and Kirk was in command of tlie United States forces, I 
suppose ; we termed them bushwhackers. That was in Tennessee, not in North Car- 
olina. In Tennessee and Virginia. 

Question. Were you in North Carolina during the summer of 1870 ? 

Ausiver. No, sir, I was not. 

Qucstiou. Were you not in Alamance, or Graham, or Orange County ? 

Atisivcr. No, sir,*! was not in Orange County at all. Iloweyer, I might have been 
up to Shelbyville, North Carolina. Let me see. Yes, I was up at Shelby. I went up 
there with an uncle of mine and staid two days at Mr. Love's hotel. 

Question. What county is that in ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. I believe it is in Cleveland County, I spent a few days 
at the hotel at Shelbyville. W^e stopped at Shelbyville and went to the springs. 

Question. During the time you were in North Carolina were you initiated in a 
secret organization there ? 

Ansiver. No, sir, none whatever. 

Question. Not into the White Brotherhood? 

Answer. No, sir. 

QuestJon. Nor the Constitutional Union Guards?, 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, ^'or the Invisible Empire? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. No secret organization whatever? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know of any of these organizations existing in North Carolina? 
Answer. Not at that time. 

Question. Are you a member of any secret organization in this county or in this 
State known as Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. Have you ever taken an oath in a secret organization to the following 
effect : I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Invisible Circle ; that 
I will defend otir families, our wives, our children, and brethren ; that I will assist a 
brother in distress to the best of my ability ; that I will never reveal the secrets of 
this order or anything in regard to it that may come to my knowledge, and if I do 
may I meet a traitor's doom, which is death, death, death ; so help me God, and so 
l)unish nie my brethren." 

Answer. No, sir. I have never taken such an oath as that. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of a secret organization existing in this county 
or State which has been whipping negroes? 

Answer. 1 have heard of some, but to say that I have a knowledge of it, I can't say 
that I have, sir. I have heard of it it, of course. Everybody, almost, in the upper 
part of the State, and, I suppose, in the United States has'heard something of it. 

Question. Have you no other knowledge than simply hearing of that organization 
in this county ? 

Answer. None whatever. 

Quesiion. Where were you on the night William Champion was whipped ? 

Answer. I can't tell you, sir; here, I reckon. 

Question. Do you recollect the night he was whipped ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't know the month. 

Question. Von live in this county and did not know that ? 

Answei\ I don't remember it. l" suppose if I had set it down I would. I remem"ber 
hearing of it a few days afterwards. 

Question. Do you recollect whether it w^as on Sunday or Monday night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor what night of the week? 

Answf v. No, sir. 

Question. Nor what month ? 

Answer. No, sir. I sujipose I might, by inquiring, know the month. I remember 
hearing of it here a few days afterwards. I saw a negro, I believe, that was whii)ped 
probably during the same time. 

Question. Wliat was his name ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. I saw him in Don Fleming's store down here. He came in 
while I was sitting there. He asked for some salve. He said Mr. Camp or some one 
of the republicans had sent him there. Don Fleming's store is a family grocery store. 

Question. Did the negro say some one of the republican party had sent him there? 

Answer. No. sir; he said Mr. Camp or ^Ir. Poinier, I think, sent him for salve. 

Question. W'nat day was that ? 

Ansiver. I don't know. I laughed ; I was sitting there with Mr. Fleming, and I told 
him he had g(^t into the wrong pew j that he was looking for Dr. Fleming, the drug- 
gist. 

Gl + 
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Question. Were you here on the day of the election for governor last October ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. That was Wednesday ? 

Answer. I don't recollect. 

Question. Don't you recollect the day of the month? 
Ansiver. No, sir. I never took notice of it. 
Question. Do you recollect the day of the election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you on the day of election ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. I am here nearly all the time, hut about once a month I 
go to the plantation. 

Question. That was Tuesdaj^, the day before the election ? 
Answer. I can't swear where I was. 

Question. Do you know where you were the Sunday night before that ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I suppose I was here; I don't know. 

Question. Did you not hear of Chami)ion being whipped the next morning or next 
day? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Or of the negro being whipped the next day ? 

Answer. No, sir. I think it was abont four days afterward that the negro came into 
Fleming's store. That was the first I heard of it. I didn't know anything of it, and 
the reason I knew it then he asked for salve. I told him he was in the right church 
but the wrong pew. I remember I laughed at him. 

Question. You do not know where you were the day of election, nor the Monday be- 
fore, nor the Sunday before ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You cannot fix the time when nor the place where you were on any of 
these days ? 

Answer. I remember I was here at the election, for I voted. 

Question. Do you remember the circumstance of the negroes being taken out of jail 
and whii)ped, at Union ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QuesHon. Where did you first hear of that ? 

Anstver. I heard of it, I believe, in the evening probably. The train ran tri-weekly, 
and I heard of it the evening the train came up. 
Question. What evening was that ? 
Anstcer. 1 can't tell you. 
Question. What evening in the week was it? 

Answer. It went down Monday and came back Tuesday, and went down Wednesday 
and came back Thursday, and went down Friday and came back Saturday. So it was 
Tuesday or Thursday or Saturday. 

Question. Can't you fix the time ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you go out of this town on horseback the evening before that occuiTcd ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Where were you that evening ? 
Answei'. I was here at home, sir. 

Question. Were you at home on the evening before they were hanged at Union ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Question. You remember that ? 

Ansiver. I do, distinctly. 

Question. What evening was that ? 

Anszver. I don't remember. 

Question. W^hat month was it ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember; but I remember at church the following Sunday some of 
the boys at the church, just in fun, said to me, " Thomson, are you going to the hanging 
of the rest of those negroes in IJnion?" I told them no, I was not going. Then I 
remember that on Monday morning I went to the plantation and saw my ferryman 
where I own a ferry at Broad River, where Pacolet joins it. On Monday I left here 
for the plantation. I had instructed my ferryman (a negro that used to belong to us, 
and, I may say, a very honest negro, too) — I paid him so much for tending the ferry — 
but I instructed him that if he allowed any one to cross without paying ferriage I 
would make hira lo^e it. I told him there was a magistrate right there, and if any one 
crossed and refused to pay, all he had to do was to go to that magistrate, and I had made 
an arrangement with him to collect it. When I went down, after he turned over the 
money — ^he kept the ferry himself— I was counting out his part and he said, with along 
face, " Massa Junius, first takeout for one hundred and four men." I says, "What 
for?" He says, "They crossed here a few nights ago and would not pay me." I said, 
"Why not?" He said, "They said charge it to Governor Scott." I said, "Did they 
give you anything ?" He said, " Yes, a bottle of liquor." Says I, " Where is it ?" He 
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savs, *'At tho house." Have you drank any of it V I asked him. He says, No, sir." 
1 asked him, " Why He said because he was afraid it was poisoned. I staid there 
and had a chat with him and looked around over the farm, and went up to the quarter. 
ll;s house is nearer the river than the rest of the houses. He stopped and asked me 
whether I would not have some whisky. I told him no, I didn't care for any — I had 
some in my bu^^gy — but to let me see the bottle that they gave him. He brought it 
out. I asked hira who they were. He said he didn't know. I asked him were they 
Ku-Klux. He made a pretty bright remark : "I never said so, whether they were or 
not.'' I asked him if they gave him anything else. He said, '^No." I asked him if 
they crossed back. He said they did, about 4 o'clock in the morning — the one hundred 
and four men. 

Question. What is that negro's name ? 

Answer. William. 

Question. William what ? 

Answer. William Thomson, I suppose. He used to belong to my grandfather, my 
father, and myself. 

Question. How far does he live from Union ? 
Answer. Thirteen miles. 

Question. Were the hundred and four men described as crossing the river going in 
the direction of Union ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; going there and coming from there. They went across about dusk 
going, and they came back about 4 o'clock in the morning. 

Question. How did he ascertain the number? 

Answer. He counted them, of course, as he would set them over the river in the 
ferry-boat. 

Question. How many would it carry at once on horseback ? 

Answer. I can't tell you. It is fifty-two feet long, and it would carry twelve or 
fourteen horses and riders, probably twenty. It carries a six-horse team. 
Question. He said the number was one hundred and four ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He told me, also, what I forgot to mention 

Question. What evening did he say it was! 
Ansiver. He didn't say. 
Question. What day did you go ? 

Answer. 1 went on Monday. I staid a week, I believe. 

Question. Was that after the first raid and shooting of the men there ? 

Answer. It was when they killed eight. 

Question. Was it before the other two were killed ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. You say some men were asking you if you were going to another hanging ? 
Answer. They asked me if I was going to a hanging. You see the court had con- 
victed them. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. They were speaking of those who had been convicted by the court ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By the Chairmax : 
Question. Were any convicted ? 
Answei: Yes, sir. 
Question. For what ? 
Answer. For the same crime. 

Question. W'ere not all the negroes who were charged with killing Stevens taken out 
and shot ? 
Answer. No, sir, I. suppose not. 
Question. Weie some tried and convicted? 

Answer. I suppose so. I didn't attend court. Y'oung Spriggs went to the hanging. 
Question. Don't you know that eight were taken out and shot ? 
Answer. I heard so. 

Question. And two afterward taken out and shot ? 
Answer. I never heard of the two. 

Question. And two were afterward taken out, brought before the court, tried, and 
acquitted ? 

Answer. There were two afterward convicted and hung. I know young Spriggs, in 
this house, went to the hanging. I don't know that they were in jail at that time, but 
they were prisoners arrested for the murder of Stevens. 

Question. From what direction — which county— would those hundred and four men 
be coming, crossing as they did ? 

Answer. They were just in the point. If you will take a map you will find that at 
Pinkneyville Feny there are three landings. Two of them are in Union and one in 
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York. Pacolet River comes down in Union County, and Broad River joins it. You 
can land in the bend or cross both rivers. Chester comes up near it on the southeast. 

Question. Were they all on horseback ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he say whether he knew any of them ? 

Answer, lie said he didn't. I asked him how they were disguised. Ho told me that 
some of them had on masks; (he said paper over the faces; I suppose he meant masks ;) 
and he said some of them were black. 

Question. Did you have at your house, on your plantation, a man named William C. 
Campbell ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. A wounded man ? 

Answer. No, sir ; there has never been such a man there. I have no one there except 
negroes since the war. Six families are there now. 

Question. You say you have no knowledge whatever of any secret organization, 
which either does now exist or has existed in this county, which has been in the habit 
of making raids on negroea-or whipi)ing whites or negroes f 

Answer. None w^hatever. 

Question. Are you a member of any such organization ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of who are members ? 

Answer. No, sir. I have heard a great deal of it, and know they have , whipped 
negroes. I know there was a negro killed in York County, for I was on this side of the 
river, in Spartanburgh County, two nights after it was done. It was done on Thursday 
night. I went down on Sunday, on the way to the plantation. I went by my grand- 
mother's twenty-five miles from here. He used to belong to ^Ir. Black. 

Question. Do you understand that it is a part of the rules of this organization to 
deny its existence ? 

Ansxrer. I don't know, sir, whether I do or not. 

Question. You know whether you understand that or not ? Is that what you have 
learned of the character of this organization, that that is the way its members are 
bound to act — to deny its existence and their own membership ? 

Answer. I never learned anything about it. I only know — or rather have heard — that 
they have whipped a good many negroes and killed a good many. As to their organi- 
zation, I know nothing about it at all. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Have you never been applied to to join such an organization ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I have not. 

Question. Was there anything else that this man said that you wanted to tell ? 
Answer. No, sir ; nothing of any importance, I suppose. He talked a great deal about 
that in his way. 

Question. You had no doubt these were Ku-Klux ? 

Ansicer. I supposed they were. . 

Question. They were men in disguise ? 

Answer. So he said. 

Question. Where did they come fi*om ? 

Ansiver. I have no idea. 

Question. Have you no idea whatever ? 

Answer. I suppose they must have come from the country in that neighborhood. I 
don't know whether they did or not. 
Question. You mean from York County ? 
A7iswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They came from York or Chester, on that iside of the river. Would they 
come that road if they came from Chester ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; that would be a direct road from Chester. 
Question. The roads from York and Chester join just above the ferry ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that they could have come either from York or Chester ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any other ferry ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; one ten miles below and one five miles above. Roland Thomson 
owns a ferry named Howell's Ferry. 

Question. If they came from Chester thejr would have to come from the upper part of 
Chester ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If they had come from lower down in Chester they would have gone to the 
lower ferry ? 

Ansiver. Pinkneyville is on the direct road from Chester Village to Union Village. 
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Quesiwn. That is your lerry ? 

Ansn-er. Yes, sir ; tliat is a road that is traveled a good deal. 
Question, It must be a good deal out of che way ? 

Answer. It is a level road; better than the lower road. That is a ridge road. It is 
more level than the other road. 

Question. Do you know who went over from Spartanburgh Countj^ on that occasion 
to Union ? 

xinswer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard ? 

Answer. I never heard, sir. I don't know any j-jarty at all that was there. Gentle- 
Hieu, I don't believe there was a man from the town hf^^^e that night. If there had 
been any of the young men from here, I am known among them all, and if it had been 
any one among the young men of the village, I have no doubt that they would have 
said something to me about it. 

Question. If you knew would you state ? 

Answer. La! I wouldn't hesitate a minute to tell, because I don't believe any of my 
friends would be guilty of such a thing. I don't associate with such kind of men. 

Question. What part of this county of Spartanburgh did contribute its quota ? 

Answer. I don't know. I can't say that any part of it did. If they did it was not 
to my knowledge. 

Question. Do you suppose that affair went off without any Spartanburgh boys in it ? 
Answer. I haven't a right to say the boys were in it or not, for I don't know. 
Qimtion. I ask, did you suppose there were not ? 
Answer. I cau't say. 

Question. When did the news of it first reach here ? 

Answer. On the train after the occurrence. Mr. Hill, the conductor, told me of it 
down in front of this house. I remember Mr. Hill and Mr. Foster came up in a buggy 
and told me there had been eight or nine men killed in Union. We afterward heard 
there were eight only. That is as well as I remember. 

Question. Have you no kind of association here for the protection of whites against 
the blacks ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you ever had ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. We formed a democratic club here ; it was open in the court-house' 
I believe. I was not here the day it was formed, but afterward some of the young men 
asked me if I would be a member. I said yes, I would, to keep down anything of the 
kind that might come up. 

Question. Any rising of the negroes ? 

Answer'. Any fuss whatever. 

Question. What was your plan ? 

Ansieer. I don't know. I never asked a7jy thing about . 
Question. You joined? 

Answer. I never put ray name down to any such club. I told them I would join. I 
suppose it was just to keep down a riot here in election or anything of the sort that 
might rise up. 

Question. You told them they might depend on you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; to help put down anything that might occur. I would have given 
any party justice. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. This was an open democratic club ? 
Answer. Oh, yes, sir. 
Question. No secret sessions ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I don't belong to any secret society, except a college society formed 
in 186*2, in Charleston, whoso badge I wear. 



Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 15, 1871. 
JAJMES D. CAEPENTER sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer, In this town. 
Question. What is your occupation? 
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Answer. Mercliandising is the occupatioD I follow for a livelihood. 

Question. Did you reside near the North Carolina line before you came to this town! 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long since you lived there ? 

Answer. I moved from there on the 24th February last. 

Question. Are you acquainted with John 13. Howell, of Riitherfordton, North Car- 
olina ? 

Answer. No, sir; I dou^t know any such man. 
Question. Do you not know hun at all ? 

Answer. I never heard of him before., ^ . 

Question. I was informed that you had a conversation with him in reference to an \ 
intended raid on Spartanburgh, and I wish you to give the same information to this 
committee that you gave to him ? 

Answer. I don't know any such man, just as sure as I am here. I will not use any 
strong expression to convey the idea. 

Question. Have you conveyed such information to anybody ? 

Answer. No, sir. Will you allow me to talk a little f 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. And if it is admissible to put a question or two — 

Question. We do not propose to put ourselves on the stand, but you can make any 
explanation. 

Answer. I wanted to know that if giving my evidence, I might want to do it, if it 
8 admissible — 
Question. Go on. 

A7isivei\ 1 am ready for the next question. 
Question, Do you desire to make some statement ? 

Answer. I have understood that a man swore to me in Columbus,, as you men came 
through, by the name of Henderson. This man Howell you speak of, I don't know the 
man. I never saw the man in my life that I know of. 

Question. We called you before the committee simjily to inquire with reference to 
information, which Avas furnished to me as chairman of this committee, of an alleged 
conversation between yourself and John B. Howell, of Rutherford ; you say you know 
no such man ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have had no conversation with him ? 
Answer. No, sir ; how could I ? 

Question. Had you any knowledge of the operations of the Ku-Klux upon the 
border ? 

Answer. I heard a good deal of talk about them. 
Question. Had you any knowledge of them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you not know who tliey were ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. On the other side of the line ? 
Answer. No, sir ; neither side. 

Question. Were any communications made to you as to who they were ? 

Answer. No, sir j I am ready to answer. I suppose you are aware 1 am a preacher. 
I have been iireaching over this county, and have been afflicted with the rheumatism, 
and have been unable to travel to do full work, and have been merchandising for a 
few years, trying to make a living, and have had a pretty hard time of it, but have 
made out to live. 



SpAPvTAXcuiiGn, South Carolina, Juli/ 15, 1871. 
A. P. CAMP sworn and examined. 
By the Chair^ian : 

Question. State whether you served this subpoena on Skip Price ? [Submitting a 
subpoena.] 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I did. 
Question. On what day ? 

A7i8wer. On last Sunday, between 10 and 11 o'clock, I first saw him, and afterwards 
I met him again. I came back and rode over to him. I saw him twice. We went 
out Saturday evening. 
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By Mr. V.iN Trump : 
Question. Yon say that subpoena was served on Sunday ? 
Ansii'iT. Yes, sir. 

By the CiiAimiAN : 
Question. What did he say? 

Answer. He asked mo tho purpose. I told him T didn't know what it was, only what 
he could see in h(»re, what he could say as to the insurrection in the county. He 
asked me i)articu]arly whether it was revenue husiuess or State affairs. I told him 
State aiiairs, I sup])osed. J told him^ when I first met him there was a committee at 
Spartanbur^h. Afterwards, coming 'back, he met me and carried me back and we 
talked alon«j: about it. 

Question. Did he say he understood there was a committee ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; after I told him at first. 

Question. What did he say about coming ? 

Answer. He askfd me was there a revenue warrant for hira. I told him I didn't know, 
but it looked like if there had been they would have given it to me to serve on him, 
and I didn't think there was. He kept inquiring. I told him to come out plain, it was 
to find if he knew anything about the Ku-Klux. He says, Then it is not worth while 
to go. I don't know anything about them." I said you must use your own pleasure; 
I will serve it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. He seemed to apprehend that it was revenue business ? 
Answer. Yes ; he seemed to think more of that than of this ; but I told him if there 
was any warrant out for him I didn't know it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Did he object to the service on Sunday ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he was going to church when I first met him, two miles this side of 
home, and he turned around. Afterward he met us again, after I had been down to 
his brother-in-law's.' 

(The subpoena above mentioned is as follows :) 

United States of America. — Congress of the United States. 

To Sl'ij) Price, Thaddcus Sj^Jmrn, and Stephen S2)1aivn, greeting : 

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before the sub- 
committee of the Joint Select Committee to Inquire into the Condition of the Late In- 
surrectionary States forthwith, at o'clock — M.. at their committee room at the 

Palmetto House, Spartanburgh Court-house, South Carolina, then and there to testify 
what you mny know relative to the subject-matters under consideration by said com- 
mittee. 

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties in such 
cases made and provided. 

To John It. French, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United States, to serve and 
return. 

Given under my hand, by order of the committee, this eighth day of July, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one. 

JOHN SCOTT, 
Chairman of the Select Committee. 

Senate of the United States, 

O^ice of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
I do appoint and hereby empower A. P. Camp to serve this subpoena, and to exercise 
all the authority in relation thereto with which I am vested by the within order. 

JOHN R. FRENCH, 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United States. 

Spartanburgh, South Carolina, July 9, 1871. * 
I served the within subpoena on the within-named Skip Price, Thaddeus Splawn, and 
Stephen Splawn, at their residence, this ninth day of July, 1871. 

A. P. CAMP. 
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Union viLLE, S. C, July 17, 1871. 

ROBERT W. SHAND sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Where do you reside? 

Answer. I reside here, and have resided here since August, 1866. 

^?tcsf«(wi. Are yoii a native of this State? 

Answer. I am aViative of Cohimbia, South Carolina. 

Question. What is your occupation ? 

Answer. I am a lawyer, sir. 

Question. Mr. Shand, the purposes of this committee are expressed in the resolution 
under which it was appointed.* They are to inquire into the efficiency with which the 
laws are administered in the late insurrectionary States and the degree of security eft- 
joyed for life, person, and property. We desire now to inquire speejally into the con- 
dition of this county; after that you may give any general knowledge whicli you have 
as to the State at large. 

Answer. Well, sir, I would merely say from my observation that the condition of 
this county has not been satisfactory since I have been here. I moved here in August, 
1866. The condition of the country is not such as I would like to see, where 1 reside. 
There has been a great deal of disturbance, sir. I think it was shortly after August, 
1866, that the reconstruction acts went into effect; we had a military government for 
some time, and after the military government passed away Governor Scott aud his 
administration came into power, elected, I suppose I may say entirely, by the negroes. 
I think Governor Scott was inaugurated in July, 1868, and the condition of the black 
population shortly after that in this county was A^ery — well, sir, I will say turbulent. 
I happened at that time to be a magistrate, and from one section of the county, the 
part known as Simstown, I had frequent applications complaining that the neg»ioes 
were behaving in a very boisterous manner, firing off their guns, holding meetings, 
setting sentinels on the road, keeping parfies from passing, &c. 

()wes^ro?i. At what date was that? 

Ansice}\ It was in the summer of 1868. At that time I was a magistrate and had offi- 
cial knowledge of these things. These complaints were made on oath ; laborers would 
leave the plantation, cease their w^ork in order to go off to these drill meetings. On 
one occasion an old gentleman, Mr. Simmons, sixty or seventy years of age, applied 
to me for a warrant. The negroes had been leaving his place without leave, and 
neglected his crops, and he had ordered them to cease doing so. 

Question. Leaving his place without his permission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And doing what ? 

Answer. Attending these militia meetings, or meetings of negroes, and he represented 
to m^e that they had been doing it for some time, and he had ordered them to discon- 
tinue it, and finally told them that if they went again he would consider the contract 
ended and would take sleps to have them put off his plantation, under the law of onr 
State. . He came to me to issue a warrant of that sort, the warrant running to this 
effect, that if good cause were not shown within ten days they would be ejected from 
the place. If they did show good cause the matter was then turned over, and the 
magistriate's jurisdiction was then at an end. If they did not show good cause he 
issued his warrant turning them off. When this was served upon them they did not 
wait, but went to Columbia the next day, and represented it to Governor Scott, who 
wrote a letter to me, which I have now in my office, in which he said, it had been 
represented to him that the negroes had been ejected from their plantations because of 
their refusal to join democratic clubs, and if such conduct were persisted in both the 
landlords and myself might expect to be punished in some way. I wrote a letter to 
him, which convinced him that he had been wrong in writing such a letter in advance 
of the trial. About that time, however, the compl.-iints were very numerous in regard 
to the negroes drilling; it culminated in these difficulties or in the fi<^ht between the 
whites and blacks at a place called Santuek, on the railroad which passes this idace, 
at which I was not present. Things then were comparatively quiet. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. It may save time to make the suggestion that we are not confined in this 
investigation to the strict technical rule of evidence as in courts of law, and if you 
know the fact from common report you can -state it. 

Answer. I will say that these disturbances went on for a month or two mouths. John 
Bates, a negro here, was the leader, and claimed to be acting under authority from 
Governor Scott. I do not know how that was — it culminated in this matter at San- 
tuck, which lasted a few minutes aud then the negroes all scampered over the field. 
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Governor Scott sent up his special detective, Hubbard, who is his special detective 
Btiil; he remained here two or three days and then went back and made a report which 
was published in the newspapers, in which he said that the whole difficulty arose from 
the violence and turbulence of the negroes, and that the white people, in the whole 
matter, had not been to blame in any sort. That report, as I remarked, was published 
in the newspapers. The negroes were considerably alarmed by this fight at Santuck, 
and the election camo off shortly after that ; it was the presidential election. From 
that time on there was comparative quiet here until the summer of 1870--probably 
the spring of 1870. 

As soon as the members of the legislature from this county, consisting of one white 
man and three negroes — of which negroes, two are to my knowledge, unable to read 
their names, and have signed bonds in my office with their crosses, while the third can 
write, but that is all, having very little information, and tlie white man has no better edu- 
cation than this third negro — as soon as they came back they commenced organizing 
their Union Leagues, secret political associations, on the side of t^ie republican party. 
Not long after that Governor Scott issued guns to the blacks ; two companies of the 
blacks here, two at Fish Dam, above here, I think— certainly one. The two compa- 
nies here and the one or two at Fish Dam, and the one above here, were probably all in 
the county ; they are all that I know of certainly. The applications made by white com- 
|)anies throughout tbe State, I believe, were universlly refused, with one exception in the 
city of Columbia, from which company the guns were afterward taken away. The blacks 
were all armed here, and the whites were not armed; guns and cartridges were issued ; 
they drilled in the streets here their usual drill, and during the drills there seemed to 
be nothing unusual. It was pretty much like the old company drills before the war, 
but when they were not drilling they seemed never to come to town without bringing 
their guns. If you had come here on any Saturday evening, from the 1st of August, 
1870, until the 1st of January^ 1871, I am satisfied that you could have seen fifty guns 
on the arms of negroes. I remember a gentleman coming here from the North was very- 
much struck with it, a gentleman whose political affinities I never knew ; he was a 
clergyman who officiated at our church, and I did not care to ask the question. They 
were constantly parading the streets here with those guns on their shoulders. You 
would pass along the roads at any time of day and meet these negroes with guns ; could 
hear them firing them constantly during the day-time and night-time, and sometimes 
hear bullets whistling over your head. This thing was continued during the whole of 
the latter part of 1870. I may say that these guns were offensively displayed in the 
l)resence of the white people. 

Question. The cartridges were considerably diminished when taken possession of in 
1871? 

Answer. I will come to that directly. A great many boxes were emptied; cartridges 
were all gone — fired and shot away ; I also heard of one or two attacks made by these 
militia men with their guns, one upon the house of John Henry Gallman near here; 
they fired into his house ; cartridges were extracted, I understood, and identified as 
the ball issued for these militia guns which only the negroes had ; a young man named 
Frank Gregory here in town was stopped on the road near here; a young man named 
Leech was stox)ped on the road. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Can you give the dates of these occurrences ? 
Answer. They were in the latter part of 1870. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. Things got so that the white people were in considerable trepidation. About 
the year 1868, 1 purchased for myself a pistol— I had no fire-arms at all at home, and 
I purchased that— the first pistol 1 ever owned in my life ; I earned it home but kept it 
without loading ; the first load I ever put in it was about September of last year ; up to 
that time I had never felt the necessity for it, and being opposed to carrying concealed 
^y capons of any sort, did not use it ; I just laid it on the shelf to have it in case a neces- 
sity should arise; up to November, 1870, I should have had no hesitation in riding in 
any portion of Union County, day or night, without any weaijon, even a pocket knife; 
after that time I would have considered it exceedingly imprudent to ride without a 
weapon ; up to 1870, I had no hesitation, when business called me to Columbia or else- 
where, m leaving my family without protection— leaving my wife at home ; she had 
no hesitation in staying at home ; after that time, during the latter part of that year, 
I would not have left her at home by herself, and she would have felt very nervous to 
have been so left ; such was the general apprehension in consequence of the negroes 
haviug arms, and their recklessness, and their general demeanor, particularly toward 
the white people ; things were in about that condition when the Stevens murder took 
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place, a matter of which I sui:)pose there is very full information before the committee 
aheady. A trial was had of two prisoners here at the last term of the court, and con- 
sidering it a matter of some consequence, I took notes of all the testimony and sent 
it to the New York Herald, where it was published. It was shown that a body of 
twenty-five to forty negroes armed AAith muskets had goue up the road on Saturday 
night; what their purpose was I do not know that anybodj^ knows— certainly none 
outside of the band ; a negro who was asked to join them and did go a little way with 
them, was told on the way that they intended " to mug a man." 
Question, To what V 

Ansicer. To mug a man ; that was his expression. I have no more idea of his 
meaning than you have, but suppose it was violence. He turned and left them. They 
went up the road and formed themselves into a line, about four miles up the road, ou 
the Spartanburgh stage road ; there they stopped a man named John Scott ; he was the 
first ; they said, " Who goes there He replied, *^ It's me." 

By Mr. Van Truinip : 
Question. Was this in daylight or night-time ? 

Ansiver, In the night-time, a bright, moonlight night, about 8 oVlock, according to 
the testimony. They stopped him and asked him who it was. He said, " It is me." 
Some one said, That is John Scott; let him pass." He went by; and it 'happened 
that Mr. John Scott was a w^hite radical, a white republican. The next man they 
stopped was this fellow Stevens; they first demanded whisky ; he gave them a little— 
what he had in his fiask ; they said they must have more ; he started with his wagon ; 
they fired at him several shots; he was Avith another num ; they had not gone more 
than twenty steps w^hen a volley was fired ; they stopped and jumped out of the 
wagon ; Stevens ran up to a house ; they pursued him and pulled him out of the 
house, and finally pulled him of£ to the woods and killed him ; one ball was shot 
through his head while he was on the ground. The testimony w^as that three were a 
committee to go ofi" and do this murder. When they came back they were asked — the 
others had heard him running — the captain of the baud, Sylvanus Wright, asked if 
they had let him go. They replied, no, they had not ; they had caught him and 
killed him. One of them said that while he w^as down they fired ; that he was not 
dead, and he had put his gun to his head and stove a bullet through him. That was 
on Saturday night, the last day of the year. It was not known here until Sunday 
morning. Then the young men of the town went up there. The man who was with 
him escaped, and came down and told the news about daylight. His friends came to 
town and got a body of white men 

Question, Was this man with him a white or black man? 

Anstcer. A white man. 

Question. What was his name ? 

Ansivcr. Ben. Roberson. They went up there and found the body and brought it 
down. A coroner's inquest was held and they went to work to arrest the parties they 
knew were concerned, and also to take the guns from these negroes. The guns issued by 
the State government to these negroes, the men here took away. Some gentlemen of 
the town, including the intendant and several other gentlemen, had a meeting and 
discussed the matter, and although there was no warrant of law, they thought it self- 
protection to take these guns from the negroes. For a few succeeding days what striick 
vbe people more painfully even than the murder of Stevens, though they could con- 
ceive no other reason for his murder except that he had a white face, was the demeanor 
of the negroes. There was a very foul murder committed on a very inofi^eusive young 
man with one arm, who had given no offense to anybody among those who commirted 
the crime, so far as we knew ; what struck them painfully was that these n(>groes not only 
took no steps in arresting the eriuiinals, but wherever one was found he was discovered 
concealed by those of his own color, and the feeling here was that the entire negro 
community were in active sympathy with the murderers ; the guns Avere taken away, 
and on the succeeding Wednesday night following that day five were taken out of the 
jail, two were killed, three escaped. That was on Wednesday. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Were those three shot who escaped ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; all those who escaped were shot. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You mean wounded? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. The arms were all taken aw^ay. Governor Scott sent an ofiicer up 
here who issued an order that the arms should be taken away from the negro militia, 
and those which had not been taken away by the council of safety" were afterward 
taken away by the ordet of General or Colonel Anderson, an ofiQcer who had some con- 
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nection with the State militia under Governor Scott. If there are any militia guns in 
the hands of the negroes now, they are concealing them. 
Question. That occnrrence was early in January? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the first AVednesday in January, the 4th of January, 1871, when 
that raid was made on the jail. 

Quesilon. Proceed with anything further in answer to the general question. 

Answer. The county continued in comparative quiet. I am not positive hut that 
there were some Ku-Klux operations through the county. Probably they did come into 
that interim^ but the town was quiet until the next succeeding raid by the Ku-Khix 
on the jail, in which they took out ten prisoners, of whom they killed eight. The other 
two seem to have escaped, but I do not know that they have been seen since. The 
causes, as far as we can judge, which led to that last raid seemed to have been these 

By Mr. Van Trump: - 
Question. Can you fix the date of that raid ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I can fix the date exactly. It was on the night of Sunday, the 12th 
of February, 1871. 

Question. These negroes had been in jail from about the 1st of January until the 12th 
of February ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the remaining negroes. On Friday morning just before I left town 
I was called in by the deputy sherifi". The train had left. We had then only a tri- 
weekly train which went down Friday and camo back Saturday. The train for Friday 
morning had left and there was no other train going down until Monday morning. I 
was called in by the deputy sherifii", together with the other lawyers of the town, to 
examine a paper sent here by Judge Thomas, State judge of this circuit. 

Question. Living where? 

Answer. He was then living in Columbia. His residence has been a matter of dis- 
pute before the legislature. They were then having him up. The constitution 
requires our State judge to live in his circuit. Judge Thomas, at the time of his elec- 
tion, lived at Greenville, but he registered afterward at Chester, though he was not 
there excei)t during the court. There is a further provision that, at the request of two- 
thirds of the members of the legislature, the governor shall remove any ofiicer. A 
resolution was proposed in the legislature that inasmuch as Judge Thomas had not 
resided for two years in his circuit, the governor be requested to remove him. It was 
brought up in the legislature. The whole matter had been pending for some time. 
Tbey had been pursuing Judge Thomas. He was not popular with them. He was 
there at the time and considerably anxious about his place. 

By the Chairman : 

Question^ Do you mean that the legislature had been pursuing him ? 

Answer. Yes ; some men in the legislature. The vote in the legislature camo up after 
this raid. He was then in Columbia and issued this paper, which purported to be a 
writ of habeas corpus. I do not know how the paper read, but I can only say it was 
exceedingly informal. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. And that was the paper the deputy sheriff invited you to look at ? 

Answer. He said it had been handed to the sheriff by a negro and w^as then inclosed 
in an express-package money-envelope ; that the negro told the sheriff that he must 
not mention it to anybody, but take the negroes down to Columbia. The paper was 
submitted to us. It had none of the characteristics of a writ of haheas corpus, but it was 
an order to him to take the prisoners to Columbia. There was nothing to indicate 
that the judge or a lawyer had touched it with his pen except the well known signa- 
ture of Judge Thomas, which we all recognized. This conference of lawyers advised 
the sheriff to keep the matter secret and communicate with Jud*^e Thomas and ask 
him whether it was genuine. I will ihention here a suspicion which crossed all our 
minds. Judge Thomas is a drinking man, and it occurred to us that he had signed it 
when in a state of intoxication and had not meant it — that it was against his judg- 
ment. At any rate, we heard afterward that Judge Thomas said he never would have 
signed it if he had not been forced to do it. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did he tell you that ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I perhaps ought not to have mentioned it, but probably there will 
be a witness before the committee Avho will say that Judge Thomas told him so. 
Question. Proceed. 

Answer. I then left town. I was in my buggy at the time, going to pay a visit in the 
country. I heard afterward that after the conference had adjourned the matter had 
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been reconsidered and Mr. William Miuiro, anotlierlawj cr here, bad gone to ;Mr. Dunn, 
tbe sberiff, and advised bim to take them down on Monday" morning. Mr. Dunn told 
bim be would do so. The fact of this order baving been sent up got out, whether from 
tbe sberiff or tbe negroes I do not know, but it got out and it was known to the com- 
munity that sueh an order had been sent up. When I saw the order I folt that these 
prisoners would never be tried, and I think it was the general feeling in the commu- 
nity. Whether they were right or not no one can say. Tbe legislature was then in 
session. If tbe attention of this committee has over been called to the character of 
the South Carolina legislature they will have learned that they were a body of igno- 
rant if not very corrupt men. It was felt that when the prisoners got to Columbia 
that the legislature would release them. That was the general feeling. It was so 
much tbe feeling that I kept the ma tter myself a profound secret, I never told it to a 
soul, not even afc home to my family, because I was afraid that if the matter did get 
out tbe Ku-Klux would come for those prisoners and take them out of jail and bang 
them, and I did not want that to take place. My own feeling about the Ku-Klux has 
been and is still that it is a vigilance committee that has been acting, so far as I have 
been able to see, upon cases — upon bad characters ; that it is not a political organiza- 
tion and that it certainly has no aim against tbe National Government. I am speak- 
ing simply tbe impression that I have taken up from what I have seen of their acts. 
I have heard of a half a dozen democrats in this county being whipped, and I can 
think of but one case that I have beard of in which a white man was whipped where bis 
character was not bad and he a republican. He was a republican. Tiiat they acted 
under disguise was owing to the fact that the National Government seemed disposed 
to bolster up the republicans, the radical party in this State, and that any party which 
was organized to punish bad me.n would necessarily punish nine radicals in South 
Carolina to one democrat. Certainly in Union County that would be the case. There- 
fore, I thought they were simply a vigilance committee and acted in disguise for that 
reason; but still I was opposed to them, as I was opposed to all vigilance committees 
whether in Illinois, Colorado, Nevada, or South Carolina. I think no persons have the, 
right to take the law into their own hands, because they are irresponsible. But still I 
felt that tbe Ku-Klux would take these prisoners out of jail, a'nd I kept it secret. The 
moment I beard of it I said, "Judge Thomas is to blame for this." Since that time 
the county has been quiet. I know there has been very little stealing since then. 
The negroes in the streets have been behaving quietly. The white men and negroes 
have been getting on better together. The country is more prosj^erous, the croj^s are 
better worked, and everything is better. 

Question, Does that finish what you wish to state ? 

Answer. I believe so, but I would like to be examined in detail. 

Questim. Would there have been any difficulty in trying in this court the negroes 
who were charged with the murder of Stevens? 

Answer. I believe not, sir. I would mention this thdugh, that Governor Scott had 
been exercising the i)ardoning power very freely. It got so that parties would not 
prosecute. I have heard them say to me, There is no use to i^rosecute. So and so 
was convicted the other day and he is back here stealing again." 

Question. I bavejbllowed with considerable interest your account of the successive 
stages of the troubles here. I will go back to the early part of your statement. Your 
first observation was that there had been trouble arising from negroes leaving work 
and going to meetings, and I understood you to mention one gentleman by name who 
stated that he would put them of£ his plantation for that reason ? 

An8im\ Yes, sir. 

Question. For going to political meetings ? 
Answer. For going without bis leave. 

Question. Was it claimed as a right on the part of the white peojile to control the 
volition of the colored people, as to whether they should or should not attend ])olitical 
meetings ? 

Answer. During the year 1868 the white people did tell the negroes, and I expect 
very generally, that if they voted against them they would not employ them. 

Question. Do they claim as a right to control the negroes in regard to their attend- 
ance upon political meetings when they wish to go ? You say this gentleman said he 
would put them off of his plantation if they went to political meetings against bis 
wishes? . ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they claimed the right, where the contract was made between the 
planter and the negroes that the negroes were to work on the plantation, that if the 
negroes left tbe plantation without leave for any purpose, neglecting his crop, be had 
the right to turn them off. 

Question. Did the law of South Carolina permit tbe planter to prevent the negro firom 
leaving bis plantation ? 
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Anmcer. No, sir. 

Question, Then that was^a usurpation of authority over the negro ? 
Answer. No, sir; this was a breach of contract certainly. 

Question. Was it a breach of contract for the man to leave the plantation i^vithout 
permission ? Was such a stipulation in the written contract ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir; I suppose there vras not one contract in a hundred, in this county, 
that did not expressly i^ro vide that the laborer was not to leave the plantation during 
the day-time. 

Question. Can you furnish us a copy of such a contract? 

I cannot right now. I can procure one. 
Question. You say it is a condition of these contracts that the negro is not to leave 
the plantation during the work-day without the permission of the employer ? 
Answer.' Yeii, sir, that is the common clause. 
Question. What was the penalty? 

Answer. No penalty at all. It is a breach of the contract simply. In some contracts 
there was a penalty of so much being charged per day. 
Question. How much? 

Answer. Just about double or three times the price of the day's labor. 
Question. At what date did that sort of contract originate ? 

Answer. I would say immediately after the war; probably in the contracts drawn 
up here by the military authorities just after the war. 

Question. Did that continue until the admission of the State into the Union in 1868 
and since? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the authority has been exercised under it since? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has that been the general system of employment in this county? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the most common has been for a share of the crops, but even in 
this sort of contract the pro\ision would be inserted that the employ^ must remain. 

Question. Did the negro require permission of his master or of his employer to leave 
the plantation to go to a religious meeting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, if it^ happened during week days. Going away was a breach of 
contract. 

Question. Or if he wished to go to town to make purchases ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Even in the evening w^hen his day's work was over ? 

Aiiswer. No, sir ; it was just simply a neglect of work. 

Question. Then did it apply to attending political meetings in the evening ? 

Answer. No, sir; these political meetings were in the day-time that I speak of. 

Question. At all times ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. .With these particular men you spoke of? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; Saturday was their general day. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Was it customary for them to work all day on Saturday ? 

Armva-. Well, sir, I think about that time, perhaps — I am not certain — I am certain 
that since that time, and probably at that time, they had Saturday afternoons. 

Question. Were these cases, in which this authority was exercised, cases in which 
they had gone to political meetings on Saturday afternoons? 

Answer. Saturday mornings and sometimes days in the week. 

Question. That was alleged as a violation of contract? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the ground on which it was put in their applications for 
dismissal. 

Question. Had any disturbance arisen from that cause in 1868 and 1869? 

Ansicer. No, sir, except that the white people in that country were kept in fear and at 
times stopped on the road, and the negroes were very boisterous, shooting off guns, &c. 

Question. Had the negroes in any instance committed actual violence upon i^ersons, 
or was it simply the apprehension of violence ? 

Ansicer. Simply apprehension of violence ; I do not know of violence being committed 
at that time. 

Question. You made a remark that the blacks were all armed and the whites were 
not. 

Ansiver. By the State government. 
Question. Were the blacks all armed ? 

Ansicer, I meant that all the arms that were issued were issued to the blacks. 
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Qiicsiion. Were any blaclss armed by the State government except these militia com- 
panies ? 
Answer. None that I know of. 

Question. Outside of the arms issued by the State, were the negroes armed with their 
'private property? 

Answer. 1 think a large majority of them were. 
Question. Were the whites ? 

Answer. Th'e whites had their guns and their pistols. 

Question. Had there not been a very large and extensive arming of the white popu- 
lation in 1868 ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir; just after the Santuck difficulty. 

Question. So that, so far as arms were concerned, if an apprehended improper use was 
concerned, the whites were just as well prepared for aggression upon the negroes as the 
negroes were upon the whites ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were with guns, but not with ammunition. 

Question. That was accessible for those who could buy it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I suppose there was no trouble in getting it from Columbia. But 
the negroes displayed their arms on all occasions. 

Question, But not so as to commit actual aggression upon anybody ? 
Answer. Not, except as I have mentioned. 

Question, You said that there was firing in and about the town ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that an unusual occurrence here ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do not all the young men here generally carry arms ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. I have remarked since I have been here how many young men 
carry arms. Once or twice I have remarked it,' and the reply has been that it has been 
so only since the war. 

Question. Do you mean to convey the idea that at night all of the firing was by 
negroes ? 

Ansivei\ I mean that the firing by night was very unfrequeiif; until the negroes were 
armed. Sly place at night was always at home. I do not go out at nights, but my in- 
formation was that this firing was by negroes. 

Question. Was it not common that companies of young men, living free and easy lives, 
would be out shooting off pistols ? 

Answer'. Not to my knowledge. 

Question. You say the first outbreak which attracted much attention was the murder 
of Stevens? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had that company been out parading or drilling that day, before he was 
murdered ? 
Anstcer. I think not, sir. 

Question. You said you took notes of the trial, and I suppose that fact was developed f 
Ansiver. That fact did not come out ; the fact came out, or the witnesses testified, 
that they went in the afternoon or at sundown. 
Question. For what purpose ? 

Anstver. The i:>urpose was expressed in some ; it was to guard a fellow named Budd 
Williams, about seven miles up the road, that night. 
Question. To guard him against whom ? 
Answer. Against Ku-Klux. 

Question. Had there been any Ku-Klux outrages prior to that ? 

Answer. There had been two ; one was the murder of Owens in the upper part of the 
county ; the other was the whipping of Drury Goings. Owens was a white man, a 
trial justice, appointed by Governor Scott. Goings was a probate judge elected at the 
last election — a republican. 

Question. How long before this was Owens killed? 

Ansicer. It was the last of November. 

Question. How long since Goings was outraged ? 

Ansiver, I do not know ; about December, I think. 

Question. Who was Budd Williams ? 

Answer. He was a radical — a republican, a white man about seven miles from town. 
That night he was in town and knew nothing whatever of this party going to guard 
him ; so he testified afterwards. 

Question. Did he hold any official position then ? * 

Answer, Ho was commissioner of elections ; he was one of the constabulary. 
Question. State constabulary ? 

Answer, I do not know. The constabulary, I think, was abolished after that. He 
was also commissioner of elections. 

Question, When they went up were they going in the direction of Williams's house ? 
Anmcer, Y es, sir ; and when they got four miles out they halted. 
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Quesiioiu Was there auy disclosure of any motive on the part of these men for the 
murder of Stevens ; auy altercation ? 
Answer, No, sir ; none that I heard of. 
Question. Had ho been selling them liquor during the day? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question. Had ho liquor in his wagon ? 
Ansiccr, Yes, sir. 

Question. A^Hiero vraa he taking it ? 

Anm'cr. To Steens's Hotel. I think he got it at Bailouts house, five or six miles from 

Question. Is that a distillery ? 
Answer, I do not know. 
Question. Is it a liquor store ? 

Antiwcr. I do not know ; I rather suspect, from the time of day, that it was illicit 
whisky. 

Question. And Stevens was engaged in bringing it in ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in hauling it. He was a drayman by occupation and ran a dray 
about town. They demanded whisky and he gave them what he had in his flask; they 
wanted more ; he said, you cannot get any more without you pay for it," and added, 
" Robersou, drive on," and Eoberson drove on about twenty steps when they lired this 
volley. 

Question. And he was shot ? 

Answer. No, sir ; Stevens was not struck ; he ran to a house. 
Question. It resulted in his death? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That occurrence immediately aroused the community ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. How many turned out to hunt the negroes? 

Answer. 1 do not know. I went to church on Sunday morning, and first heard of the 
murder. 

Question. Did your citizens turn out? 

Answer. I think the young men generally turned out. 

Question. They pursued the negroes ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they arrest them? 

Answei: Yes, sir. 

(^^H(?5//oH. How many of them? 

Ansu-cr. I think there was as many as ten or twelve the next morning in jail. 

Question. Did they succeed in taking most of their arms from them? 

Answer. They were taking their arms from them through Sunday and for two or three 
succeeding days. A great many negroes came in voluntarily to give them up, seeing 
that they were getting into misehiet. 

Question. Have they been returned since ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they are now in the possession of Governor Scott, I believe. 
Question. How many people turned out when Owens was murdered to hunt the mur- 
derers ? 

Answer. None at all that I heard of. 

Question. Had he been murdered by disguised men? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is our opinion. It was about twenty miles from here across 
Pacolet River. The information we got about that was that a notice had been stuck 
up in the streets in the neighborhood for several days before his murder that the house 
of Doctor Wade Fowler and one or two others were to be burnt; and that notice the 
l)eox)le in the country say was in the handwriting of this man Owens. He was consid- 
ered up there a very bad and dangerous character, organizing the negroes, and he had 
been guilty of, or accusci^l of, great violence to his wife on account of her remonstrances 
with him for his conduct. 

Question. Was there any proof that that pai)er was in his handwriting? 

Answer. I do not know that there was. 

Question. He was lawlessly nmrdered, let his character bo what it may ? 
Anewer. Yes, sir. They went to the house, and he fired and they returned the fire, and 
the result was that he was killed. It was said that one of their i)arty was wounded. 
Question. It was understood that they went there to kill him ? 
Answer. No ; they went to whip him. 
Question. It was for the purpose of violence ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Without warrant of law. No effort was made to arrest these men ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was anybody known ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Did any of your citizens know who they were T 
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Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Was there any suspicions ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. How long before that was it that the Ku-Kluxing began ? • 
Ansicer. That was the first Kn-Kluxing in Union County. 
Question. Mr. Goings was probate judge? 

Answer, He is not a man of education. I do not know anything against his charac- 
ter. I stated that there was a case of one person whipped" by the "Ku-K1ux against 
whom I knew nothing ; that was the case of Goings. That was done by the Ku-Khix, 
and not by private parties ; at least I suppose it was done by the Ku-Khix. The only 
way you can find any sort of justification for it was that they knew that he was not a 
man to be trusted with the funds of the whites. 

Question. You know nothing against his character ? 

Ansive7\ I mean I know nothing of rascality; he was a person of low life. 

Question. He was poor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was poor. 

Question. You knew nothing against his character ? 

Answer. Well, he was a man I would not like to trust my money with, from his asso- 
ciations. 

Question. "He had never been guilty of dishonesty to your knowledge, or corruption 
in ofiQce ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many persons murdered him ? 

Answer. They whipped him. The information was that there were seven. 
Question. Were they in disguise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. " • 

Question. Both these cases preceded the killing of Stevens, of which you have spoken ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any information in the community that Budd Williams was to 
be visited by the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Not that I heard of. 
Question. Had the negroes such an opinion ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Then the reason for murdering Owens was that this handwriting was alleged 
to be his ? 

Answe)\ Yes, sir; so I have understood since. At the time I heard of the murder of 
Owens I knew nothing of the facts. 

Question. Did the burning threatened in this notice actually take place ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. ' 

Question. Now let us have an explanation from you of why it is that when Stevens, 
a white man of good character, and engaged in bringing in illicit whisky, was mur- 
dered, the people turned out, but when the probate judge of your county was whipped 
by disguised men nobody turned out. 

Ansiver. I will explain it in this way : In the case of the murder of Stevens, it was 
very easy to find out who the guilty parties were. In that of the whipping of Goings, 
it Avas an impossibility. Goings said he knew none of them, and could not designate 
any of them. He could not recognize them. He had no means of telling us Avho any 
of them were. There was another reason, and it is a reason that I confess would have 
its influence upon me, and I am sure I am a law-abiding citizen. It is that the whole 
power of the State government was thrown around these men and against us — against 
the white people — and we had this feeling about it : That if these are your own pets 
you may arrest these men. You are against us ; we stand ofi'. You are opposed to us, 
and when your men are afflicted you must do the prosecuting. When our men are 
visited we will do the prosecuting. " 

Qiiesiion. Did the community divide in that way? 

Answer. That was the feeling. But after the raid on the jail it struck many of us 
with horror. The first raid of the Ku-Klux on this jail, I remember when I first heard 
it told, afiected me so that I turned sick and held on to the railing of the fence at the 
horror; and yet that day the citizens of this town met in the town-hall to see what 
could be done to put a stop to it. There were gentlemen here who had seen all the 
horses, as Dr. Thompson, a gentleman who visits all i)artsof the coantr^Mn his travels, 
and knows all the horses. He saw their horses. He made an elfort to get to the jail, 
but he found his life would be sacrificed, and stopped. *He did not recognize any of the 
horses or voices. We had a meeting in the town-h»ll 

Question. First let me understand if I appreciate your position. Is it that you had 
an unfortunate state of feeling here, that these men who were whipped by the Ku- 
Klux were considered pets of the administration, and the Ku-Klux who did it had 
impunity because the community made them their i^cts, that is, that they had yets on 
"both sides ? 

A7mcer, Not exactly pets, but they felt that it was not their duty but was for tliose 
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ho ^vcre the pets of the Government to prosecute those vrho had punished the State's 
pets. 

Question. You gave them immunity ? 

Ansivcr. Not that the Ku-Klux are our pets. Then joined to that there was the great 
difiiculty of ascertaining who they were, and further, not knowing what power we 
would run against. 

Question. To test that let me bring this case home. This man was murdered because 
his handwriting was believed to be that discovered in the notice for burning property. 
We desire to get at the true state of the community. Are yon aware that it is ajleged 
that your own handwriting was discovered in a notice posted on the court-house here 
or on the jail? 

Answer. No, sir; I never knew it. 

Question . You have never been informed that this Ku-Klux Order No. 10, which was 
posted here, was alleged to be in your own handwriting ? 
Answer. No, sir; I never heard it. 

Qmsiion. Do you consider it a safe position for any law-abiding citizen in the county 
to take, that when a man is charged with such an offense, whatever the motive, that 
the community ought to protect lawless men who will murder him on such a charge ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think it is right. 

Question. Yet your public sentiment here does ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there is that feeling. Your reason and your feeling will sometimes 
lead you to very dift'erent conclusions. That has been about the feeling. Reason and 
feeling are different. 

Question. Of course it would have been wrong, assuming that that order was in your 
handwriting, to have visited summary punishment on you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and it was wrong to visit it on Owen^. 

Question. After these negroes were arrested and placed in jail, within three or four 
days, on the 4th of January, five of them were taken out and two killed ? 
Answer. YeSj sir. 

Question. How many men were here at that time who took, them out ? 
Answer. I do not know, sir; I did not see them. My recollection is that they were 
said to be fifty or sixty. 
Question. Were you here? 

Answei'. I was at my home, Avhich was at the other end of the town from the jail. 
Question. From which dir-ection did they come? 
Ansu'cr. From the direction of Spartanburgh. 
Question. You said they took out and killed two ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Qrtestion. You did not give us a description of who they were. What kind of men 
were they f 

Answer. They were Ku-Klux; those to whom that name has been applied. 

Question. Were they disguised ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and on horsel3ack. 

Question. At what time of night did they come ? 

Answer. About 12 o'clock. 

Question. Is your jail easy of access ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Kow did they get them out ? 

Answer. Nobodj^ was there but the sheriff. J. Rice Rogers was the sheriff. 
Question. What was he ? 

Answer. A white man ; a democrat. They demanded the keys of him, but he saw 
them coming; he was alone ; ho locked up the entire jail and took the keys and threw 
them over into the garden. They went to him and put a pistol to his head and told 
him if he did not give up the keys they would blow his brains out. He told them they 
could shoot but he would not give them the keys ; it was his duty to keep the jail. 
They put him in charge of a man and went into tlio back yard and got an ax from a 
negro, and some other instrument, broke open the doors of the jail and took the pris- 
oners out. ^ 

Question. Where were the prisoners taken to be shot ? 

Ansicer. About half a mile beyond Dr. Herndon's house. 

Question. Is that outside of the corporate limits ? 

Answer. They extend about half a mile from the depot each way. It was just out- 
side of the corporation. 

Question. How long were they engaged in getting them out ? 

Answer. About an hour. 

Question. Was there any alarm in the town ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; there were some men at the time policing the streets ; about a 
dozen of them down at the hotel ; in the hotel lobby or hall. 
Question. Were they policing the streets ? 

G2 t 
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Answer. The party waa a street police, and they were staying in the hotel going about 
by reliefs. 

Question. Was that yonr ordinary town police ? 

Anstvei\ No, sir ; we, at that tinie^ expected the town to be fired by the negroes and 
we were watching for them. 

Question. There was a police out at the time;' did they alarm the citizens? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did the whole thing pass off without the town being aroused? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Not a man came out ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir; not a man. Just those at the hotel started to come out, but they 
were stopped by the Ku-Klux sentinels. 

Question. Did any one make an effort to organize the citizens to x>revent this? 
Answer. I do not know that they did. 
Question. You were awakened ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Were any persons in your neighborhood awakened ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What kind of a police was this? 
Answer. Citizens of the town. 
Question. What character of men ? 
Ansicer. The best men in the town. 

Question. The best men in the town permitted the town to sleep on without arousing 
them? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Give us the namef? of those that were the police that night ? 
Answer. I was not there, but I could give a few from recollection. 
Question. Give them. 

Answer. Old Mr. Tom Hill, Major Townsend. I understood that Major Townsend 
I)roposed to go up and resist them. He was told that the thing would be futile ; that 
they were far too numerous for any party they had. 

Question. Five of these men were taken out, and two killed and three wounded in the 
effort to escape ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 

Question. What was done then ? 

Answer. They were put back in jail. 

Question. On the 12th of February these same three men were taken out with the 
other ten? 
Answer, Yes. 

Question. Ten were taken out on the 12th of February, and eight killed ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they all in prison when the five were taken out ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, most of them were ; one or two of them may have been put in after- 
ward. There were several in jail who were not taken out at that time; some for other 
offenses, and some charged with this murder. 

Question. Some charged with this murder were left that night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any idea who composed that body of men who were here ? 

Answer. If there is any idea I do not know it. I have no idea of any member of that 
band. That such a band exists, I know from all I have heard, but I have no suspicion 
of any one ; that is, I have no reason to suspect any particular person. 

Question, How do you know tbat such a band exists ? 

Ansiver. From information given me by those who saw them here on those two 
occasions. 

Question. Have you any other information ? 

Ansiver. I have heard of their operating in other parts of the county. 
Question. You have no actual knowledge or information of any member of the organi- 
zation ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I never heard any one say he Avas a member. 

Question. According to your idea"^ the same organization exists throughout these 
various counties? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is, from my information, from all I can gather. 

Question. When the ten were taken out, and the eight killed, what reason was given 
for not killing the other two ? 

Ansiver. I never heard. 

Question. Was there any discrimination as to what they were killed for? 

Answer. No, sir; except that one of them, named Amos McKissick, had sent for me 
to defend him in the murder of Stevens; and from his statement I was satisfied he 
was not guilty ; that he was not one of the baud, and was not there. A man named 
John McKissick, to w hom he had belonged, told me afterward that he had talked with 
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some of these witnesses, and Amos said he eonhl prove that he was not there^ and 
John JNIcKissiek was satisfied that Amos was not there. 

(Jucsiion. Have you any information as to how many men composed the second 
gang? 

Ansicei: Just simply the estimate put upon it. 
Question. What was that ? 

Ansiver, The lowest I have ever heard was three hundred, the highest eight hun- 
dred. 

Question. At what time did they come in ? 
Answer, Ahout midnight ; ahoat 12 to 2 o'clock. 
Question. From what direction ? 

Ansiver. They seemed to come iiriucipally from the direction of Spartanhurgh, but I 
have heard since that some eamo from the direction of Cross Keys, and som(? from 
Goshen Hill road, to Newberry. Spartanhurgh is northwest, Goshen Hill is southwest, 
and Cross Keys is south of east. 

Question. What county is nearest in that direction? 

Ansive)\ Laurens w ill join in the Cross Keys direction ; Newberry is southwest. 

Question. Would this statement leave on your mind the imxu'cssion that these men 
came by concert from four difiereut counties — Laurens, Newberry, Spartanhurgh, and 
York ? 

Answer. I declare I have no knowledge of the matter. They certainly must have 
come from those counties, or from our county in those directioiis. There must have 
been concert, from all we can sec. 

Question. Do you know where Junius Thomson's plantation is on Broad River ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know where Pinekneyville i^? 

Anmver. Yes, sir; I thhik Junius Thomson's is in the forks of Broad and Pacolet ; 
that would bring them past the front of my house in entering here, coming from that 
direction, but I do not remember of any entering that way. My house is about 
three hundred yards from the street. 

Question. Suppose you were satislSied that one hundred crossed that ferry, from what 
direction did they come ? 

Ansicer. That would be from York. There is a double ferry — Pacolet River and 
Broad River come together and the ferry extends from the Union bank, touching on 
the Pacolet bank in the fork, and crossing to the other side of the river, but it is all 
the same ferry. The boat stops half way at the forks. 

Question. From what eounty would you say one hundred men rendezvousing there 
would come ? 

Answer. If they came across Broad River they came from York or Chester. They 
would land in York district on the other side of the river, but the Chester line is not 
far below. 

Quesiion. On Friday morning you got the first information that this writ of habeas 
corpush3id come from Judge Thomas 
Answer. Yes, sir ; Friday morning. 

Question. That was known only to the deputy sheriff and the conference of lawyers 
who met ? 

Answer. It was kuown to the negro who brought it up. 
Question. Did he know what was in it ? 

Answer. I suppose so. Quite a number of negroes collected at the jail next morning 
and also at the depot when the train left. 
Question. Was it sealed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How did it come ? 

Ansico'. John Tinsley brought it up ; it came in an express package. 
Question. Who were at that conference ? . 

Answer. Judge Alunro, General Allen, Mr. Steadman, Mr. William J^Iunro. I do not 
remember whether Colonel MeKissick was there or not ; and I was there. 
Question. These are leading gentlemen of your place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The fact that tliat paper had come was to be kept secret ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. At what time did yon leave ? 

Answer. I h;ft immediately. The train left about ten. I suppose it was about 
eleven o clock tlien. 

Question. So far as you loiow, it had not been divulged at that time? 
Answer. Unless through the negro, no, sir. • « 

Question. Not to the white people through the other gentlemen ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Queeiion. On the following Sunday night the^e people came, three to eight hundred 
strong from these various counties, to this jail ? 
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Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Would it be possible, if the alle^^ed takin<; of the prisoners to Columbia 
v/as the reason for this raid, that the men ^Yho composed tliat band could have been 
brought from these counties by concert on Sunday ni^jht, unless information were sent 
to them from this place ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I think not. 

Quesiion. Have you any idea of who in this town would send out information for 
that i)urpose ? 

Answer. No, sir, unless it was sent from Columbia. Judge Thomas is not a man to 
keep a matter secret ; he might have mentioned it. 
Quesiion. Was there any Ku-Khix in Columbia ? 

Answer. I do not know ; none that I know of; but it is an organization that seems to 
be pretty extensive. 

Question. It seems to be pretty effective ; in striking it strikes very quickly ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can it be so without a well-organized system throughout this county ? 
Ansiver. I ^ndge not. 

Question. The proceeding, I understand, was viewed here as intended to get the 
negroes beyond the reach of the judicial authorities here ? 
A^mver. Yes, sir ; to be released by the legislature at Columbia. 
Question. That is the view you took of it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there or not a statute authorizing the judge to take before him on a 
writ of hal}eas corpus prisoners from anj^ part of the State i 
Answer. O, yes, sir. 

Question. Has there ever been such jt practice in your State as for the legislature to 
undertake to discharge prisoners accused of crime and in custody ? 

Answer. No, sir; but there is nothing that this legislature could do that would sur- 
prise us. 

Question. Then the action was based on the assumption that the judge was acting 
from an imx>roper x>urpose and the legislature would usurj) the judicial functions ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that was the idea. 

Question. This lawlessness, then, Avas actually committed upon the assumption that 
the judicial officer was going to betray his trust, and the legislature to betray theirs ^ 

Ansivei\ I suppose so, from the order he left here. They stated that that was the 
reason why they had acted. 

Question. Was it not given as a reason on the other side that the apprehension of the 
same kind of violence against these men that had been practiced upon them hereto- 
fore was the ground for their removal ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. And they were going to keep them safely in custody in Columbia ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. • 
Question. That was the allegation on the other side ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. You say you felt yourself that they would never be tried if they left here ? 
Answer. I had that feeling and I have that feeling. 

Question. Wiis this feeling owing to the conviction that the Ku-Klux would rescue 
and kill them ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Or to your participation in the. imputation of bad motives to the judge and 
the legislature ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I imputed bad motives to the judge and the legislature ; Judge 
Thomas, I thonght,was weak ; the legislature was investigating the judge's conduct at 
that time. My idea was that they would have these parties brought from the jail for 
an investigation before them, and in some way let them escai)e. 

Q^uestion. But you knew the fact that the judge had the authority to order these 
prisoners before him for a hearing, in Columbia, if he saw proper to exercise that 
power? I make that inquiry because one of the most eminent judges of your State 
says such a statute does exist. 

Answei\ Yes, sir, we have the old common law. 

Question. When you returned you found this had been divulged, notwithstanding the 
injunction of secrecy ? 

Answer. I found it out after the raid. I got back Saturday, and Sunday nothing was 
said about it. 

Question. Did you not say you learned it before the raid ? You said as soon as you 
heard it, you felt that the Ku-Klux would take them out ? 
Answei\ I felt that if that information got out they would. 

Question. When you returned, you said that the sheriff told you that they had changed 
their minds about keeping it a secret ? * 
Answer. No, sir, you misunderstood me. 
Question. Did they change their mind '! 
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Ansicer, Xo, sir. Mr. William Muiiro told me afterwards tliut ho had gone to the 
sherilf, and told the sheriff that he must take the inisoners down on Monday morning. 

Quisiion. "Was the fact that the sheriff intended to take them down on Monday morn- 
ing made public ? 

An8ice7\ I do not know that it was. 

Quesiion, Was that still kept secret ? 

Aimver. I do not know that it was, nor what took place on Friday, after 11 o'clock, 
or on Saturday. On Sunday I Avas at church. 

QHesCion. AV'hat was that exiiression you used, referring to your feeling that the Ku- 
Klux would take them out ? 

A)isa'et\ I felt that if the Ku-Klux heard that they were going to Columbia, they 
would make a raid. 

Question. Then they must have ^ot to know it ?' 

Answer. Yes, sir; Thursday evening the notice came up. 

Question. You did not tell it, nor did the sheriff? 

Answer. I do not know whether the sheriff did or not. I certainly did not do it. 
Question. After that what was the result of the trial of the prisoners who were tried 
here for the murder ? 
Ans\vei\ They were convicted. 
Question. And hung? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of them were ? 
An8wei\ All. 

Question. How many were killed by the mob ? 
Answer. Eight, and'two the first time. 
Quesiion. That makes ten altogether? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; and the two hung, make twelve altogether. 

■ Quesiion. Were these men all members of the militia company — all who were killed 
by the mob, or hung ? 
Answer. I do not know. I know some of them were ; I do not know that all were. 
Question^ You mean all the company ^Yho murdered Stevens ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, all the men who went out with arms. The information was that 
all were, with two exceptions. 

Question. Were the two exceptions the two who Avere legally tried and convicted ? 

Answer. Js^o, sir ; they were the ones Avho killed the constable Smith here at the 
Yellow House, on Wednesday night. Smith was sent down by the sheriff or coroner 
to arrest some parties in the'Yellow House, who were supposed to be implicated in the 
murder of Stevens. He demanded admittance. They refused. He told them he had 
a warrant. They fired and killed him, and one of those taken out was this iuan who 
fired that shot. The other was a man named Walker, a trial justice. 

Question. But not connected with the Stevens murder? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; there was no proof that ho was there, but there was a general sus- 
picion that he organized the party and sent them. There was no testimony that he 
was there at all. 

Quesiion. Was that suspicion justified by the testimony? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. What was he in jail for? 
Answer. Taken up on susi)icion. 
Question. On this susx)icion ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And then, according to the testimony on the trial, at least one man against 
whom the testimony did not justify the susi^iciou was killed by the mob ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Since that time, you say, the community has been quiet ? ^ 

Answer. The town has been quiet, the community has been comparatively quiet. Let 
me see ; there have been two killings since then that I remember now. I do not remem- 
ber whether there have been any Avhippings or not. 

Question. Have I the names of these men correctly who were killed by the mob ? 
Alex. Walker ? 

A7iswa\ He was a trial justice. 

Quesiion. And against him the testimony did not make out a case ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Sylvanus Wright ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Charner Gordon ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the testimony taken make out a case against him? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Barret Edwards ? 

Answer. The testimony was that he was in the party. 
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Question. William Fiuelier? 

Answer, I think the testimony mentioned him in the party. 
Qmstioiu Irwin Thomson ? 

Answer. Aiidy Thomson — he was one who was prominently mentioned. 
Question. John Mills ? 

Answer. John Mills was not killed there. He was not in jail. He was not one of that 
party. 

Quesiion. Jack Donavan ? 

Answer. He was not one of the party. 

Question. Can you name those who were ? I have named six. 

Ansicer. There was Joe Yanlue; he was said to have killed Smith, the constahle. 

Question. That makes seven ? 

Answer. I do not remember any others. They were not known to me. I would know 
them if their names were called. 

Question. With reference to the general peace and security of the community, let me 
ask you whether my information is correct. Has James Gist been killed in t^iis county ? 

Answei\ 1 have never heard of it. 

Question. Do you know whether he is white or colored ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I suppose he must be colored. I know pretty much all the 
Gists here. 

Question. A. B. Owens is the man you have referred to ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Andy Thomson is the man I called Irwin ; did you know him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. Rev. Louis Thompson ? 

Anstver. He was killed some few weeks ago. I do not know anything about him or 
about the case. He was taken out, but his body was not found. 

Question. You know the fact that he was a Methodist clergyman, living in Spartan- 
burgh ; he had gone to Goshen Hill to get his family and was murdered ? 

Answer. I heard nothing except in the paper that they had gone to his house at 
night, told him not to dress, and taken him out. 

Question. Did they commit any other indignity upon his person than whipping be- 
fore killing him ? 

Answer. Not that I heard. 

Question. Was there no coroner^s inquest ? 

Ajiswer. I heard that his body was not found. I did hear on Saturday that his body 
had been found on the banks of the Tiger River, which runs through our county. 
Question. How far is Goshen Hill ? 
Answer. Eighteen miles. 
Question. Where does the coroner live ? 
Answer. Above town here. 
Quesiion. Has he ever gone to see about it ? 

Answer. I doubt if he did, for he has not held an inquest since his election. The 
trial justices hCld them. They are authorized to do so. 

Quesiion. Is it your information that Louis Thompson was killed by the Ku-Klux? 
Answefi\ Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. He was a colored man ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you heard of Strap Jeffers being killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard of his death. 

By Mr. Stevexso^^ : 

Quesiion. At what time was Louis Thompson's death ? was it about two weeks ago ? 
- Answer. Perhaps so ; I think it three or four weeks, but I am not sure. 
Question. What time was Strap Jeffers killed ? 

Answer. It seems to me it was three or four months since he was killed. 

Question. Was it by the Ku-Klux ? 

Ansicer. That is my opinion. 

Question. Who was he — a colored man ? 

Ansicer. I do not know. 

Question. Did he live at Major Tenches, at Jonesville ? 

Ansicer. Jonesville is five or six miles from where Major Tench lived. 

Quesiion. Did you hear of Strap Jeflers being killed there ? 

Answer. I do not remember. 

Question. How far is that from this point ? 

Ansrcer. About eighteen miles. 

Question. When was Tilmau Ward killed ? 

Answer. I do not remember of hearing of that case. 

Question. Aaron Estes, did yon hear of his being killed? 

Anstver. No, sir. 
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Question. Yon have given tho Tvhippiug of Judge Goings? 
Jnsim-. Yes, sir. 

Qucstiov. Have you heard of any one being vrliipped in tho county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Quesiio)}. Ilovr many ? 

Answer. I eannot say. It seems to me that all the cases I heard were probably a 
dozen. 

Question. Within what length of time? 
Answer. Since January. 
Question. Can you name them ? 

Answer. I can name some. Jerome Miller. I heard of a negro .that staid at John 
McKissick's place ; I do not remember his name. I heard of a man named Asbury. 
Garner. I would hear of a negro being whipped, but not knowing him, the name would 
make no impression. Miller and Garner were white men and not republicans, and 
knowing them individually I remember their names. 

Question. What were they whipped for? * 

Answer. They told Miller they whipped him because he was cheating the people of 
the country and not working ; and Garner because he had left his wife and was living 
with another woman. 

Question. Then all the bad men are not in the republican party ? 

Answer. O, no, sir. 

Question. It is possible to hit a bad man in the Ku-Klux operations in the (democratic 
party? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir. I do not think you gentlemen would be willing to have tho rei^ub- 
lican party judged by what we have of it in South Carolina. We certainly have a 
higher opinion of them. 

Question. You would not want to have the democrats judged by those who are 
here ? 

Anstcer. Xo, sir. 

By the Chairm^vx : 
Question. What is your opinion of the politics of the Ku-Klux? 
Answer. I think they must be democrats. 
Question. Have you any doubt about it? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Which party do you act with? 

Answer. The democratic party. When the war ended I thought they were more dis- 
posed to do justice to the wJiite men of the South than the republicans. 

Question. Was a man named Burg Sims one of these taken from the jail and killed? 
Answer. I do not remember. I think there 'was a Burg somebody. 
Question. John Mills? 

Answer. I understood he was killed at Doctor Knott's, above Pacolet. A party of 
disguised men came there and cut his throat. He was not in the jail party. 
Question. Was he a white man ? 
Answer. He was a colored man. 
. Question. When was that ? 
Ansicer. A month or two ago. 
Question. What was wrong with him ? 

Ansiver. I do not know that anything was wrong with him. I heard that it was sus- 
pected that it was not the regular band of Ku-Klux, but some private parties who 
did it. I know nothing of Mills except that he was convicted once of stealing, and 
went to the penitentiary and was pardoned. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. That was last December a year, when he was convicted. 
Question. Has anybody been arrested in this county or elsewhere for this raid on the 
jail ? 

Ansivei'. No, sir. 

Question. For either of these raids? 

Answer. No, sir. I am satisfied that no arrests have been made. 
Question. Was any efiort made by the citizens of this town to ascertain who they 
were ? 

Answer. Immediately after the first raid several citizens of the town felt — they did 
not exactly know how to go to worli to find out — but felt that something ought to be 
done, and they had a meeting and* sent a committee to Governor Scott to request him 
to ask General Grant to send a ganisou here to prevent its occurrence again. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 
Question. Were they democrats ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Democrats controlled it — probably a dozen negroes were there. 
A committee was sent down to Governor Scott, and Governor Scott said he thought the 
laws could be enforced here without assistance from the United States Government. 
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and was Tinwilling to call for military assistance, as it was a confession that the State 
government could not punish crimes ; and he did not. I have never heard of a war- 
rant or a charge against any one for being a Ku-Klux. 

By the Chalrm^vx : 
Question, Was that in the interval between the two raids ? 
Anstver, That was after the first raid on Thursday morning. 

Question. That was the first time you began to be ai^prehensive that it was coming 
too near home ? 
Answer. We began to fear that it was going too far. 
Question. Did you ever do anything else ? 
Answei\ No, sir. 

Question. After the second raid was there anything done ? 

Anstver. No, sir ; except a short time after that the garrison arrived. 

Question. Did the citizens do anything ? 

Answei'. The citizens did nothing. No complaint was ever made against any one. 
Question. Was there no alarm the second night that brought out the citizens ? 
Answe)\ No, sir ; none whatever. 

Question. Did the citizens of this i)lace remain in their beds while ten men were taken 
out and eight of them shot ? 

Anstver. Those who went to the window were ordered back by the sentinels, and went 
back. 

f 

By Mr. Van Truimp : 
Question. By the Ku-Khix sentinels ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Was there a police out that night ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. They had discontinued the police before that time. 

Question. Is it possible that three to eight hundred men in this town during the time 

necessary to take out of the jail 

Answer. The second time they got the, keys. 

Question. Whatever process they adopted during the time necessary in taking them 
out of the jail and shooting eight of them, is it x>ossible that not one individual was 
either recognized or suspected as being of that band ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. I do not believe there were. 

Question. Have you no suspicion of any man in that raid ? 

Answer. None at all, I assure yon. 

• Question. Do you believe anybody in the town was in it that night ? 

Anstver. I do not know. I rather think they operate further away from home in these 
expeditions. My first suspicion was attracted by the testimony given in the impeach- 
ment of Governor Holden, in which some witness said he belonged to that band, and 
they never operated at home. Thus the band here would operate at York, and the 
band at York would operate here. 

Question. They Avould request their brethren there to come and do the work ? 

Anstver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You use these names by way of illustration ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chair^ian : 

Question. Have you any doubt of the organization of that Klan in this particular 
place ? 

Answei'. I think there must be such a Klan here. 

Question. What is the proportion of white and colored population here in this town ? 

Answer. It cannot be far from equal. Tlie town census was taken about two years 
ago, and there were then eight hundred and five jjopulation entire, and I think about 
equally divided. 

Question. Four hundred white and four hundred colored ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it possible that in a town of that sort, with four hundred white inhabit- 
ants, there is no idea of who belong to that Klan, A\hen you are satisfied that there is 
a Klan existing in the town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there is some sort of suspicion. Mr. Chairman, if you knew there 
was a vigilance committee in your community— knew, from all that was douo, that 
there must be one in your immediate neighborhood, you would say, " He or he must 
belong to it that is about all. 

Qtiestion. Who do you say belongs to it here ? 

Answer. I would say every unmarried youne: man of respectability in the town- 
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By Mr. Van Truisip : 
Question. Belongs to the Kn-Klux ? 

Answer. That is about as near a guess as I can give. I cannot possibly fix upon any 
one name. I answer generally in that way. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
Question. You mean white men ? 
Answer'. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVhat is the political division of the town ? How many white republicans 
are there in this place ; or are there any ? 
Answer. I do not believe there are any, unless Jim Goss is one. 

By Mr. Van TiiurMr : 
Question. The ex-member of Congress ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. He used to be one, but he is complaining lately of the way in 
which things arc managed in this State, and I do not know what he is now, or whether 
he knows himself. 

By I\Ir. Stevenson : 

Question. If witliin the last month he swore he was a republican, what would be 
your opinion ? 

Ans7ve7\ That depends upon whether he was drunk or sober. I would say this, that 
he told me within two months past that he was in favor of white men alone governing 
the country in the future. There is a man named Williams who used to be a republi- 
can, and may be a republican still. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. With the state of things existing here, are men who are republicans very 
forward in avowing it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you attribute that in any degree to an apprehension of this Ku-Klux 
Klan ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I think that is the apprehension. 

Question. When do you expect that white men of respectability will join the repub- 
lican party if this thing is kept ui> ? 

Answer.^ long as the State government is kept in the hands of the party that lias 
it now no respectable man will join it. , I do not know a respectable man in South 
Carolina that is a menilx^r of that party, and there certainly have been no disturbances 
in the lower part of the State, or in the State at all, until last Christmas. 

Question. When there is some twenty odd thousand colored majority over the white 
vote, by what political process do you expect to work it out that no respectable white 
man will identity himself with this party whjch has the majority ? 

Answer. I do not believe they ever will. The only possible solution is for the black 
man to ally himself to the respectable men. I think in time they will do it. 

Question. If the black man is sincerely convinced that his interests aro identified 
with the republican party, have you any belief as to whether this Kn-Klux Klan was 
organized for the purpose of driving him from the polls by terrorism ? 

Ansivcr. N©, sir. I think the object of the Klan has been to imnish criminals, and 
l)rincipally the sort of criminals that wo have here, and whom, perhaps, the law does 
not reach ; that is, those who encourage enmity between the whites and blacks. 

Question. You have a class of criminals in this State whom the law does not reach, 
and who, I am sorry for it, the law does not reach in all the States — those men who 
claim to be respectable and use money to corrupt the legislature ? 

Ansica: Yes, sir. 

Question. And you believe that some of both j)arties have been engaged in it in this 
State ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. TherQ is a fair occasion for the Ku-Klux Klan, if it could be justilied in 
any community. Has any such wbite man been the victim of their operations in 
South Carolina? 

Answe)'. None that I have heard of. 

Question. Have you no idea, then, that, whatever may have been the original intent 
of the respectable men who went into this organization, it has now come to be a 
political engine in the hands of tho bad portion of the democratic party ? 

Answer. 1 think this,' I do not know it, but I think that parties who are members of 
this organization have been operating, not under the orders of the organization, but 
with the disguise of the organization, in carrying out their own private malice and 
inflicting punishment, or not punishment, but, more properly, violence upon persons 
whoso only crime is that they are republicans. 

Question. Then it makes a difieronce, to the community, so far as results are con- 
cerned, if they use the organization for that purpose i 



986 CONDITION OF AFFAIES IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Answer. Yes, six; that is the evil of all these secret organizations; we agree upon 
that. 

Question. Take the offenses of the negroes as a class, where they commit larceny, or 
where they are charged with any violation of personal rights, is there any difficulty 
here in bringing them to justice through the ordinarj^ tribunals? 

Aimver. No, sir. There has been too free a use of the pardoning power. There is no 
trouble in bringing to justice. I was a magistrate here at one time and issued an 
equal number of warrants, probably, for both whites and blacks, each side prosecuting. 

Question. In the cases of the number of persons v>'hom you know of who have been 
lawlessly killed and whipped, has any one been punished for an offense of that char- 
acter ? 

Answer. None that I have ever heard of, and I do not think any has been. That has 
been done by disguised men. 

By Iklr. Van Tkump : 

Question. Does not that result from the fact that you cannot discover who the men 
are more than anything else ? 

Answer. I think so. It is a matter hard to understand by those who do not live here. 
This is the point : They have been acting principally against the negroes. If the 
negroes had made, affidavits and complaint, warrants would have been issued and the 
parties arrested. But no complaint has ever been made ; for they were afraid'to make 
it here. Tliey could in Columbia, where they have ample protection. The other day a 
negro made complaint, and the constable went up and arrested four men for firing at 
him. 

Question. When was that ? 
Answer. Last week. 
Question. By men in disguise ? 
Answe}\ No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was it for a recent offense ? 
Ansice7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you any idea that they are intimidated from informing ? 
Answer. I can conceive that they are intimidated while they are here, for instance, 
but not in Columbia. 

Question. But they would have to come back here to live ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. That would operate, but I think in the large number some would 
give up home for that ? 

Question. I understand you to say you believed that all the uumamed young men of 
resiDectability in this town are members of this organization ; do you understand that 
the same characteristic prevails in the other counties, that they are the young men of 
respectability ? 

Ans2ve7\ I do not know anything about the other counties. 

Question. But that is yonr impression here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it your understanding that they are bound together by an obligation which 
prevents them from disclosing the character of the organization, or who are members 
of it? 

Answer. If I am not correct in saying that it is the respectable young men who are 
members of it ; I do not charge them with being members ; you understand how I put 
it ; if the thing exists of course somebody must belong to it, and therefore I look to 
them, and I would say they could not possibly take any such oath. 

Question. That is, from their characters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; from their characters. 

Question. And yet you think they are members of this organization ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. And it is only your opinion of their characters that leads you indirectly to 
this conclusion ? 

Answefi\ Yes, sir. If any one of them took an^ oath that he did not belong to it, I 
would believe him. I do not believe he would swear falsely. 

Question. Would you feel entirely free to name persons here that you did think were 
members of this Klan, or would you have apprehension of your own personal safety ? 

Answer. I do not think I would be injured. I cannot say I would have no apprehen- 
sion whatever, but I do not think I would be injured. I might feel some apprehen- 
sions. 

Question. I think the first step to establish the supremacy of law on both sides here 
is to have the people understand the necessity of bringing to justice all j^arties who 
are guilty. I do not see how we are to make a step with reference to the acts of this 
organization unless we find who are the men who compose it, and if you can tell us 
from whom we can get that information we will be glad to have the names. 
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Answer. I do not l^now. I have no doubt that you have summoned gentlemen hore — 
Mr. Yan Trump has — that could probably give the informatiou as well as any I can 
mention, and yet when they come here they may know nothing about it;. 

By ]\Ir. Van Tkump : 
Question. What do you mean ? 

Answer. I mean to say that if I had to mention names I would just as soon mention 
those you have summoned as anybody else. 
^Ir. Van Trump. I do not know a single name in this town. 

The Chairman. We arc all acting on the information we get from other parties, 
and if anybody has been summoned here, whoever ho may be, it is upon information 
so derived. 

Mr. Van Trump, (to the witness.) Explain why you use my name. Was it by way 
of explanation that you knew no more than I did. 

Answer. Xo, sir; but by way of explanation, that I could not name any more names 
than those already summoned before this committee. 

Qnestion. You suppose that I had them summoned, and that is the reason you made 
that remark ? 

Answer. I have no idea that Judge Van Trump knows anything about it. 
Mr. Van Tru:\ip. The names of the gentlemen who have been summoned by myself 
were furnished me before I left Washington City. 

By the Chair3IAN : 

Question. To avoid throwing the responsibility of naming anybody upon you, I will 
go over this list of witnesses. Is S. M. Eice one of the young men to whom you 
referred ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is Joseph F. Gist ? 

Answer. I have no reason in the world to suspect Colonel Gist. 
Question. You have none. 

Answer. I have none, and yet I would not swear he belonged to it nor that he did 
not, for I have no information. 
'Question. I ask whether these belong to the class of young men you referred to 1 
Answer. He is a respectable gentlemen and is unmarried. 
Question. William Munro ? 
Answer. He is a married gentleman. 
Question. W. H. Wallace? 
Ansicer. He is married. 
Question. James K. Steadman? 
Ausu'cr. He is married. 
Question. A. Vv^. Thomson ? 
Answer. He is unmarried ;' he is a widower. 
Question. Captain Thomson, United States Army ? 
Ansicer. 1 do not suspect him at all. 

Question. Of those whom I have named which would you say belonged to this class 
in this community ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, if I was informed positively that on that list there were some 
members of this organization, I suppose I would pick out Colonel Gist and Doctor 
Thomson, and perhaps I would stop there. 

Question. Then we have on that list but two that you think are likely to come within 
your description and designation ? 

Answa-. I have no reason to suspect them. It is as I stated a w^hile ago. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. These two gentlemen whose names you have mentioned are witnesses 
already summoned here f 
Answer. Y'es, sir. 

By the Ciiairm.in : 

Question. Did you ever see a notice posted in this place of which this is a copy ? 

"K. K. K. 

^'He.vi)quarters Xinth DmsiON, S. C, 

''Special Ordo's JNo. 3, K. K. K. 
'Ignorance is the curse of God.' For this reason we are determined that the mem- 
bers of the legislature, the school commissioner, and the county commissioners of 
Union shall no longer officiate. Fifteen (15) days' notice from this date is therefore 
given, and if they, one and all, do not at once and forevo' resign their present inhuman, 
disgraceful, and outrageous rule, then retributive justice will af surely be used as 
uight follows day. 
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Also, 'An honest man is the noblest work of God.' For this reason if the clerk of 
the said board of conuty commissioners and school commissioner does not immediately 
renounce and relinquish his i)resent i^osition, then harsher measures than these Avill most 
assuredly and ccrtainli) be used. 

''For confirmation reference to the orders heretofore x:>nblished in the Union Weekly 
Times and Yorkville Enquirer will more fully and completely show our intention. 

" By order of grand chief. 

"A. O., Grand Secretary. 

"March 9, A. D. 1871." 

Answer. Yes, sir, I sa w it on the eourt-house door. 
Question. When was that i^osted liere ? 

.Answer. I think it was during the session of our court in March. 
Question. How lono- did it remain there ? • 
Answer. Two or three days. 

Question. Is that the manner in which this Ku-Klux Klan have been in the habit of 
conveying warnings to officers ? 

Answer. That was one of the notices stuck up. There was another notice stuck up 
there. I forget what it was, but I remember of seeing two orders there, I am certain. 

Question. This is number three ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. AVere not others put here, that numbered as high as nine or ten ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. Had not these the effect of creating apprehensions in the minds of the offi- 
cers here ? 
Answer. I think they had. 
Question. Did any resign ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, a good many left — some resigned and some left. 
Question. Were they all republicans ? 

Answer. The clerk of the board mentioned there was not. The others were. 
Question. Did he resign ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What caused him to resign ? 

Answer. That order, at least I sui)pose so. He resigned immediately afterward- 
Question. He was clerk for the republican board ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I would like to state here x^ositively, as something was asked mo 
a while ago 

Question. I intend to interrogate you fully. That is order number three, and you 
say there are one or two others. I will state to you that the information has-been con- 
veyed, not authentically, but in the way in which a large amount of rumors come, that 
one of these orders was in your handwriting. 1 give you, the opportunity of stating 
whether you have any knowledge of the origin or posting or the writing of any of these 
orders. 

Ansiver. Before my God, sir, I have not, and I would be glad, sir, if you would ask 
other persons who are examined here about it, who know my handwriting, whether 
they have the slightest suspicion that it resembles mine. I would like to write to show 
you my writing, if that original could be produced to satisfy you. I do not ^vant to be 
considered a member of that Klan, because I think it wrong, very, very wrong. I think 
it criminal, and I would not have any one for an instant suppose that I was connected 
with it. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You have stated before that you never heard that you were suspected of 
writing any of the notices ? 
Answer. Never. 

Question. Do you mean that to apply to this particular instance as well as ail others ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. I never heard before that I was suspected. I could not dream of 
such a thing as that I was suspected. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. That indicates very strongly the injustice of hanging or whipping on 
rumor ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, it does ; and I am very much obliged to you, Mr. Chairman, for ask- 
ing me that question. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Give us the result of that Santuck fight, or whatever it was? 
Ansiver. The result was that the negroes ran. One white man was wounded slightly 
and one negro wounded badly. 

Question, The negroes were put to flight ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j they scrambled over into the fields. 
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Question. The gnus yon spoke of as liavinpj been taken here from the colored militia — 
I (1^> not nn an those taken by the anthority of the State, bnt by the citizens — what? 
became of them ? 

Answer. They were locked up in the jail, and turned over afterward to General Ander- 
son.' Snch was my information. 

Qucsiiou. If it is a fact, you are not aware of it, that a part of these guns are still in 
the hands of the youn*}: men who took them ? 

Jnsu'cr. If it is so I did not know that they were. At the time I was assisting in 
policing the town, they were at the jail. 

Question. How many ? 

Answer. I suppose thirty. 

By Mr. Van Thu.mp : 

Question. They wer^ not carried ofl' individually by all the young men who got 
them? 

Answer. No, sir ; the sheriff had them in his charge. I do not know that he kept 
them very carefully. 
Question. Did General Anderson know that when he was here hunting them ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If he had wanted them he could have got them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not know whether he got them or not ? 

Aimccr. No, sir. Those that he took he put into the hands of the sheriff, and I think 
they wore afterwards sent down to Columbia by the sheriff. 

Mr. Stevenson. I have understood that in York County a number of guns are still 
out, taken in that way. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Then if the guns General Anderson claimed were put in the hands of the 
sheriff, they were x'robably all put together and sent to Columbia together ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I think so. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You spoke of a "council of safety." 

Answer. That was this intendant. I do not know who the other members were. It 
was formed on Sunday morning. I was not on the street on Sunday at all. 
Question. You were not a member of that ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Yon do not know what took i>lace ? 
Answn\ No, sir. 

Question. Nor what their organization was ? 
Answer. No, sir ; only from information. 
Question. When was it ? 

Answei\ I think it was on Sunday, the day after the Stevens murder. 
Question, Do you know how numerous they were? 

Answer. I do not think they were more than half a dozen. They met with the in- 
tendant and advised him to take possession of the arms. 
Question. Is the intendant what we would call a mayor ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; the intendant of a town or mayor of a city — the head officer. 
Qiiesiion. You say that this police force that was'here on the night of the lirst raid 
was a i)olice force of the citizens ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you mean citizens of the town ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that after the ffrst raid that was discontinued ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. It continued on until after the adjournment of the court here. We 
had court here in January, and this continued until aftertheadjournment of the court, 
and then it just died out as voluntary things will. They got fewer and fewer every 
night — that is, fewer men resijonded to the summons, until it died out. 

Question, Something was said about eight men having been shot in the last raid; 
were they all shot ? 

Answei . Two were hung — six were shot, according to my iuformation. 

Question. You say that that order for the transfer of the prisoners from here to Colum- 
bia came here on Thursday evening 1 

Ansiver. So the sheriff told us, sir. 

Question. When did the next; train go to Columbia ? 

Answer. Friday morning. 

Question. Do you kno^v why they were not taken by that train? 
Anm'cr. I do not. The sheriff is an ignorant mau, and he wanted to consult with 
he deputy sheriff, who is a man of some'intelligence and education ; and I think that 



990 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



the deputy sheriff, who lives four miles out of town, was not then in town, and so he 
waited until next morning to consult him ; and when he came in and looked at the 
order the next morning, he thought it was so informal that he had hotter see the law- 
5^ers about it before he obeyed it. He did not know whether he would be justihed in 
obeying it. 

By Mr. VanTkump: 
Question. When was the meeting of the lawyers ? 
Answer. On Friday. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. There was no other session until Monday ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What time did the lawyers hold the council ? ^ 

Ansicer, As I w'alked up the street going u^^ town on that moruiug thetrai'n was just 
moving off. I was told by the deputy sheriff that I was requested to meet at Mr. 
Mimro's ofiflce with them. He did not say what for. The train, I remember, was mov- 
ing off. I went up, and in five minutes the other lawyers came in and the deputy 
sheriff. Major Rice, came in, and this conference took place. That was in the morning 
after breakfast, I think about 10 or 11 o'clock. I left Immediately afterwards to go 
out to Colonel David Johnson's, eight miles from here, by dinner time. 

Question. Ho\V far is it from here to Chesterville ? 

Answer. About twenty-eight miles. J have never traveled it. 

Question. That county adjoins it on the east ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is it to Yorkville from here ? 

Answer. Thirty-four miles. I have traveled that road. 

Question. That county adjoins tliis on the northeast ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; it is north of Chester and east of Spartanburgh, 

Question. How far is it to Spartanburgh ? 

Aumcer. Twenty-eight miles, I think. 

Question. That county joins this on the northwest? 

Amii'ei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Hoav fax is it to Laurensville ? 
Answer. I do not know — somewhere near thirty miles. 
Question. That county joins this on the southwest 1 
Ansiva'. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is it to Newberry ? 

Answer. I think they call it thirty-seven miles. 

Question. That county joins this on the southeast, does it not ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the character of the roads communicating with these county seats ? 
Answer. They are not good in winter. 
Question. They are all dirt roads, are they not ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; all clay roads from here to Chester, to York, and to Laurens ; they 
are constantly crossing water-courses, which makes it very hilly. 

Question. There is connection, however, with Spartanburgh by railroad ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any telegraphic communication ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there then ? 

Arisicer. No, sir. 

Question. W^as there any telegraphic communication from here to any of these coun- 
ties named ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; we have had no telegraphic communication at all, and a railroad 
only up to Spartanburgh, and down to Alston and Columbia. 
Question. Your railroad does not touch Chester or Newberry ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long would it take a courier to go from Unionvillcto the county seats 
of these adjoining counties ? 

Ansicer. 1 thiuk it would be a good day's riding in winter. I have rklden some of 
them. From here to York I think it has always taken me a day, starting in the morn- 
ing and getting there in the afternoon. 

Question. It would be another good day's ride back ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Considering that fact, are you not of opinion that this last raid must have 
been organized very promptly, with great expeditiou and dispatch ? 

Answer. I think so, sir, from their movements while they were in town, as detailed to 
me by those who saw them. I think they must have been thoroughly disciplined — un- 
der good discipline. 
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Question, It would be good diseipline for a military force ? • 

A7isicc)\ Yes, sir ; from their movements here in town I should think they had been 
accustomed to military movements. 

By Mr. VAX Tkump : 
Quesiion, They might have been formerly soldiers in the confederate army ? 
Atmctr. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevens6x : 
Question. Is it your opinion that it was a military organization ? 

Answer. From the manner in which the sentinels were posted and communications 
kept up by couriers riding, every one or two minutes, and all that sort of thing, I think 
there must have been at the head of it somebody acquainted with military movements. 

Question. And he mu§t have had experienced subordinates? 

Answer. Yes, sn% and that experience, I would suppose, was acquired in the confed- 
erate army, for I do not know where else they could have got it. 

Queslion. As to the file, the mass of men, unless they had had some particular oppor- 
tunity to drill since this organization was formed, they must have had some experience 
previously to have made good privates ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir ; I shoukl think so. 

Question. Do you not think it probable, from what you know, that this raid on the 
jail had been organized before this order for the release of the prisoners came ? 

Answer. I have never thought so ; I have always had this suspicion about it, that the 
information leaked out on Thursday evening, and probably parties here in sympathy 
with this organization had dispatched their couriers that night. 

Question. You say in sympathy — must thej' not have been members ? 

Answer. Yes, sir,'l think it must have been that. 

Question. .They must have sent couriers on Thursday night, and the matter was organ- 
ized to take place on Sunday 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not your understanding that before orders of this nature are made 
there must have been a council held and the matter debated ? 
Answer. That would be my suspicion. 

Question. It would not be your impression, that there is anybody who has such abso- 
lute command that the order of that one man would devise and originate a new thing, 
and call men from all parts to execute it? 

Ansivei: I hardly think the order would give such power to any one man, but I do 
not know any more about it than you do. 

Question. Then, accordiug to your information, there must have been a meeting here^ 
in this town of meu, in the organization, who considered and devised this plan and 
brought men from all parts to execute it ? ^ 

ylnswer. No, sir ; not necessarily, but that might have been. 

Question. Or else there must have been somebody here in supreme command? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; it is i)ossil>le that the courier may have gone to some one in supreme 
command who may have summoned this council. 

Question. The courier may have gone to some other point ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But that would increase the ditiieulty as to the time required? 
Answer. It w^ould require the sending out of further couriers. 

Question. You have read the orders which have been x>nblished here, by posting on 
the court-house door generally, I believe, have you not? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I^think I have read them ; all I have heard of have been posted 
there. 

Question. Have there been many of them ? 

Answer. I do not think there have been more than two or three on the court-house 
door. There was one left by the Ku-Klux, on the second expedition, which they put 
in the pocket of the jailer, and when they left he got a light and took it out ; that vras 
left in that way. 

Question. From these orders is it or not j'our opinion that they came from men of 
intelligence and education ? 

Answer, Well, sir, tolerably so; you can see the orders yourself. I suppose you would 
have the same idea that I would. It is rather a peculiar style ; it might have been 
l)ut on. I remember one order in which some of the words were spelled erroneously. 

Question. 1 have not seen any such. 

Answer. I do not know that that is correct as it is printed ; perhaps the spelling may 
have bf en corrected in publication. 

Question. The one which has been submitted to you appears to be well composed, I 
believe ? 

Answer. That is well written. 

Question. The object of ray inquiry is this: Is there not somebody of intelligence 
and experience engaged in this business ? 
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Ansicei'. Yes, sir, tliat-is evident. 

Question. You say you saw two orders on the court-house ? 

Answer. I am not positive — I am sure I saw two, perhaps three ; I cannot remember 
the others. 

Question. Did you recognize the handwriting of any of these orders ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not ; it was disguised. The first one I looked at attentively 
and studied it long, to see if I could form an idea of whose it was, but I could not. It 
was thoroughly disguised, the letters being made in Nie form of printed letters. 

Question. That is, made to imitate the luinted letters with the use of a pen ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, miat do you say is the deputy sherifl:'s name ? 

Answer. Major B. H. Rice. 

Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. A white man and a democrat. 

Question. JNIarried f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where does he get his title of major ? 

Answe7\ I suppose he was a major in the militia before the war ; I do not know. 

Question. Was he not in the war ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think not ; he is an elderly man. 

Question. The sheriff who had charge of the jail at the first raid was the democratic 
sheriff holding over, was he not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But the republican sheriff had been elected ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And the term of the democratic sheriff had expired? 
Ans^c€r. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why had he not been succeeded by the republican ? 

Answer. I think the sheriff had not given his bond, and the law is that he shall qualify 
within one month after he is declared elected. I think they were usually declared 
elected some time in November ; but the legislature, as soon as it assembled, passed an 
act giving them further time — I think until the 15th of February. 

Question. Do you know why the now sheriff had not qualified f 

Answer. 1 do not ; I knoAV he went into office immediately afterwards — probably 
wilhin the week afterwards. I remember he officiated at the court the next week — 
both the old and the new one ; the old one remained and assisted him. 

By Mr. Van Thump: 
Question. When was that court ? 
Answer. The week after the first raid. 

Question. So that at the second raid the sheriff was a republican sheriff ? 
Ansivcr. He had been elected by the republican party. 

By Mr. Stevenson ; 
Question. Is he a republican ? 
Answa\ He said he was. 
Question. When he was elected ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir. 
Question. How is it now ? 

Answer. 1 believe he says now that he is not ; I have never heard him say that ; but 
that the negroes would ruin this country, which a radical would not say. 

By Jilr. Van Tkump ; 
Quei<tion. He has not voted the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. No, sir. W^e have no confidence in him. If he thought he could make 
money by voting the democratic ticket or the republican ticket he would vote it to- 
morrow. He is an Irishman by birth, and has been here several years, and has not borne 
the best character. 

Question. You say he was elected by the republican party? 

Answer. Yes, sii\ 

By JsIt. Stevenson ; 

Question. WTiat did you say was the politics of the denuty sheriff after the second 
raid ? 

Ansiver. He was a democrat. He was under the republican sheriff. Major Rice is a 
man of means here, and went on the sheriff's bond with the understanding that he was 
to be appointed deputy, so as to be able to overlook the duties of the office ai^d share 
the profits. 

Question. Then, virtually, the sheriff's office was in the hands of the democrat and he 
was the more intelligent man of the two? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he could do anything in the world with the sheriff— anybody can. 
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Question. You say there is no wliito republican in this town now unless it is Mr. Goss, 
the ex-meml)er of Cougress? 

Answer Let nie mention one other — Duncan is here now. Ho is a State senator. I 
do not know whether ho is arei^ublican or not. Ho was elected by the republicans to 
the State senate twice, and is now in Columbia and has been there since the issue of 
order number three. He is doing business in Columbia. I do not know what his 

Ef>lities are. I heard some conversation yesterday which induced mefo think that he, 
avin<; got his last office, would join the democrats. 
Question, Is he is a North Carolinian ? 

Auswa-. Yes, sir; fighting under both flags and robbing both parties. 
Question. He was an old citizen of North Carolina? 
Anmcer. Yes, sir ; he came here after the war. 
Question. Is not the postmaster here a republican ? 

Answer. No, sir. The postmaster here is an Irishman; he was brought out by his 
])rotlier-in-law, a Scotchman — Grant. He appointed Larkin as deputy postmaster. 
I.arkin attended to all the duties of the office, and last year sometime this man Wallace, 
from York, came up here and told Larkin if Grant did not join the League he would 
be turned out of office. Larkin went to him and told him. Grant said he would not 
do it. Larkin went off and joined the league, and was appointed postmaster. 

Question. What Wallace do you mean — the representative of this district in Congress ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that man — the representative of the black people in this district. 

Question. Did he not get white votes ? 

Ansxeer. He got more black than white. I know he did not get as many white votes 
as there were negroes who voted the democratic ticket. I do not want him to be con- 
sidered the representative of the white iieople here. This is what Grant told me. He 
was dismissed, and Larkin was appointed and went down to the hotel to open the post 
office. He takes no part in politics. 

Question. In your opinion he is not a republican ? 

Ansiva\ I do not believe him to be a republican, and never did believe him so. 
Question. Is there a United States commissioner here ? 

Answer. There are two. Grant is one and Jim Goss is the other. Grant is the post- 
master I mentioued. 

Question. Is Grant a republican ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; he has never voted with the republican party since he has had a 
vote. 

Question. W^hen was he appointed? 

Answer. About two years ago. Mr. Goss was commissioner, but his habits were very 
bad, and there was an effort by the lawyers to have him removed. 
Question. Upon whose recommendation was Grant appointed ? 
Ansiver. The lawyers generally ; others may have signed. 
Question. Are there any white republicans in the county now? 

Answei'. Well, sir, there was a man named W. H. E. Whiting elected on the 
radical ticket last year; a Budd Williams was a radical last year* I do not think he 
calls himself one now ; you can ask him. 

Question. According to your knowledge, there are none now remaining here ? 

Ansicer. I really do not think there are any remaining here except Mr. Goss, if he is 
one. 

Question. And^i^Ir. Duncan ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; I mean in the county. 

Question. You say about a dozen men may have been scourged by this Ku-Klux band 
ju this county since January last ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether any persons have left the county through fear of the 
Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; my opinion is that a great many have left. 
Question. Is that confined to the town? 

Answer. No, sir ; in the country probabl;^ ; more particularly in the country than in . 
the town. 

Question. What class of persons ? 

Ansicer. Negroes principally, sir, I believe altogether ; I have not heard of any one 
white man going, except this fellow Duncan, who went to Columbia. 
Question, He went officially ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but he comes back now and then. 

Question. Do you understand that he has any apprehension of trouble if he should 
remain here permanently ? 
Answer. I expect he has. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question, What is the name of the North Carolinian freebooter ? 
Answer. Kirk. 
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Question, Do you believe that any man that ever served under Kirk would have 
apx)rehensions ? 

Answer. His band during the war had a very bad reputation. They fought botli 
sides equally, Union men or confederates. I heard of him during the war. I lived in 
Greenville just after the war, and heard of their career in North Carolina. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Have you given special attention to the number of whippings that have 
occurred in this county ? 

Answer. No, sir. It is possible that my number is too small ; some of them happened 
at distant points. I did not know the parties. It made an impression on my mind at 
the time that passed off. 

Question. You spoke of the feeling, iu which you say you participated, tl^at i:^as- 
much as the State government had undertaken to support obnoxious person^, as you 
suppose, that it might take care of them ? 

Answer. That was it. 

Question. That they were its pets and it might take care of them ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; that was the feeling. 
Question. Does that feeling still exist f 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I think there is a better feeling. I think Governor Scott's course 
has been such since January that there is a better feeling. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do not you mean since he has discovered that he made a grave mistake in 
arming the negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not know that he discovered that, but since about the time he 
ordered the arms to be taken away. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. If I understand you correctly that feeling has subsided to some extent ? 
Ansivei'. Yes, sir; I do not think there is a feeling that the State government and 
ours are antagonistic. 

Question. Not in the same degree ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. But has that feeling entirely disappeared ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it is still the feeling that the State government is not of us ; tiiat 
they have been seut here to govern us, and we have no hand or part in anything con- 
nected with it. It has been forced upon us by a higher power. 

Question. Is it that feeling that accounts for the indifference to the murder of preacher 
Thompson, which happened two weeks ago ? 

Answer. I suppose it is also the feeling that — I do not know what the general feeling 
18, but I feel that it is my duty, and I suppose you would have the same feeling, that 
if a murder was committed in Cincinnati, you would not feel it to be your duty to look 
for the murderer. 

Question. That would depend upon whether anybody else looked after it ; if the offi- 
cers abandoned their duty the people did, too. 

Answer. If your brother committed a murder you would not assist to hand him over 
to the officers. Now, the governor is against us as a class, and consequently we have 
been banded together, and we have hesitated, as you would hesitate, to prosecute your 
uncle or brother. 

Question. You have been banded together in feeling as closely as brothers ordinarily 
are? 

Answer. With reference to a thing of that sort, I think we are. 

Question. You seem to know nothing of this man who was killed on Tiger River about 
two weeks ago, except that he was a colored man and a x)reacher ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. , 

Question. You say as far as you know there has never been a coroner's inquest ? 

Ansiver. I have never heard of one. I heard that the coroner was going there, but 
the body had been washed away by the rise of the river. I do not know whether that 
was so or not. 

Question. You do not know whether his body has been found ? 
Answer. I do not. 
. Question. Have you inquired ? 

Ansive7\ I do not know that I have. I remember asking some one from that country 
about the murder, and the information I got was about what I had seen in the news- 
papers. I have not seen any persons from that country, because just at this season 
they are at home. 

Question. The impression made upon your mind is vague ; you do not remember 
whether it is two weeks or four weeks ? 
Answer. Yos, sir. 
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QitesUon. Do you think this feeling which you very candidly admit as to yourself is 
general here among the white citizens? 
Answer, I expect it is. 

Question. Do you think it is shared in to a greater degree than you feel yourself / 

Answer. No, sir. Perhaps it is by some, and not so much by others. I suppose my 
feelings arc about the average of the feelings of the community. 

Question. I understand you, however, as expressly and decidedly condemning the 
Ku-Klux Klan as a criminal organization ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. As a criminal organization ? 

Answer. Lawless and irresponsible. 

Question. You have no sons large enough to be in it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. No father in it ? 

Answer. My father is a clergyman of the Episcopal Church— seventy-one years of 
age : I am sure he is not in it. 

Question. You have no brothers in it ? 

Answer. I have no brothers at all. If I have any cousins in it they do not live here ; 
some are in Charleston, some in Greenville. 

Question. This being your feeling, and you entirely disconnected with this organiza- 
tion even by relationship, what do you suppose to be the feeling of the men who were 
connected with it by having sons or brothers or other relatives in it ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I suppose that they feel just this way: That they have sons and 
brothers who have joined themselves to a party w^ho have taken the power into their 
own hands, in inflicting punishment ujion people. 

Question. Do you not suppose their feeling is\a warmer one toward the organization, 
and that they are less disposed to condemn it than you are ? 

Answer. You can find persons not connected with the organization — at least you 
would feel certain they were not if you knew them — who will state publicly they do 
not condemn the Ku-Klux at all; that it was the only manner of punishing criminals 
in this country ; and they think they did exactly right. 

By the Chairjian : 

Question. With that state of feeling and the relationship running through the fami- 
lies here that would be likely to be involved in any criminal trial of a young man 
charged with one of these Ku-Klux offenses, do you think it at all probable that justice 
could be administered against such a man in this community ? 

Answer. AVell, sir — with the choice of a jury ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

A7iswei\ I think it is doubtful that he would be convicted. 
Question. To what extent does that feeling prevail in the adjoijaing counties ? 
Answei'. I have no knowledge on that point at all. I have not been out of this 
county, Mr. Chairman, since the 1st of January, except to go to Charleston once. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Do you mean to say that the family relationships of the poiDulation of 
Union County are such that no single party could be arrested ? 
Answer. He could be arrested without trouble. 

Question. That no single party could be arrested and tried without these family ram- 
ifications running through the county, so that you could not get a jury ? 

Answer. O, no, sir ; I think that, with the right of the party to choose his jury • 

Question. The legal right, you mean ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; with the challenge of twenty men out of the pannel, the proba- 
bility would be that he would have on the jury some men who would look on the Ku- 
Klux as an organization which was necessary ; which had arisen from the necessity of 
the state of things existing here, and which, therefore, excused the men in the acts 
they did. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Yon are a practicing lawyer here ? 
Ansica\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Nobody except the members of the Klan themselves know who are mem- 
bers, so far as you know ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Is it not probable that you, even if you were prosecuting coiinsel, would 
get men on the jury who sympathized with the order, and even members of the order, 
as members of the jury ? 
. Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Suppose a member of this Klan were on trial, and he knowing the members 
and having the right to reject those he did not want on the jury, would it not be alto- 
gether probable that he would get a jury containing members of the order ? 
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Answer. Well, sir, the examiner might examine them on their voir dire. 

Questiov. Snpi)ose they were bound by an oath of initiation to conceal membership * 

Answer, Well, sir, it is hard for me to ; if they took an oath which would prevent 
them, which would make them commit perjury m a court of justice, as a matter of 
course there is no dependence upon them. 

Question, Suppose, further, that they were bound by an oath to clear each other, as 
witnesses ? 

Ansiver. Our country then would be in a desperate and despicable condition. 

Question. You have si)okeu of the feeling of yourself. You being entirely unconnected 
with this order, by relationship, membership, or otherwise, and of what you sup])ose 
to be the feeling of the citizens who are connected with it, by the membership of their 
relations, what do you suppose to be the feeling of members themselves as to what 
they have done, and are doing ? 

Ansiver. 1 think, sir, it is that they have done right. 

Question. You see no evidence of repentance, do you ? 

Answe^\ No, sir. I do not know exactly how I could see it, but I have not. I do not 
think they are operating as much as they did a few months ago. 
Question. There is no occasion for it, is there ? 

Answer. No, sir, perhaps not ; and perhaps it fmay be accounted for by the fact that 
they are away, working their crops. 

Question. I understa^nd you to say that there are no white republican leaders left iu 
the county. 

Answer. No, sir. I do not think there ever were more than six to ten of them. 
Question. And that numbers of the colored republicans have left the county ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is there any such thing as a canvass going on among the republicans, that 
you know of ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Any agitation, or speaking, or organizing of any kind among them, so far 
as you know of, either here or iu the country ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Then, if it was the purpose of this organization to exile and disorganize the 
republican party, there is no necessity for further action to accomi)lish that purpose at 
present ? 

Answer. So far as this county is concerned they are quiet ; there is no political organi- 
zation to be found ; they have no political meetings, and I do not think thej have any 
political organization; how they will vote I do not know; we have an election next 
week. 

Question. A county election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; two county commissioners; one of these is one who resigned pre- 
viously and reannounced himself, since he was elected last year on the republican 
ticket, a white man. 

Question. This clerk of the board of county commissioners was a democrat? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who appointed him ? 

Ansiver. He was elected by the democratic board of county commissioners of the pre- 
ceding year, and when the new board came in one of them could barely read and the 
other two could not sign their names ; there are three members in the board ; there 
was a feeling here that if nobody would take the office of clerk, perhaps they would 
find themselves unable to transact business and resign, and we would have an oppor- 
tunity of electing men of intelligence and capacity ; but this clerk of the board was 
offered the position and consulted friends, and I remember my opinion was that he ought 
by all means to take the position and try to keep them straight, and he did take the 
position ; that is the way he got to be the clerk ; they had nobody of their own party 
who could do the business. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Is that the one who was warned by the Ku-Klux to resign ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; by the second paragraph of tho Ku-Klux notice I was shown a little 
while ago. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. And did he resign ? > 
Answer, Yes, sir ; the succeeding day. 
Question. Wsxs he competent ? 
Answer. He was. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 
Question. And he was a democrat ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 
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By Mr. Ste\t:xsox : 

(Question. Was lie com])etcnt to fill the position, and a man of integrity and character f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Juestion. And you advised him to liold on ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; he was already in ; I do not know that I did so directly, but I re- 
niomber that I was asked what I thouf^ht, and I said, when a person told mo that he 
was advised to take it, that I would advise him the same way ; I have no doubt my 
advice was repeated to him ; I saw no chance of getting rid of them ; I knew they 
were incompetent, and that he ought to be there. 

Question. Has the governor appointed any persons to office here at the request of the 
democratic citizens of the county to take the places of other men alleged to bo incom- 
petent ? 

Answer. He has appointed some trial justices. I do not think they were in the place 
of others, until recently. They were original appointments, and for some of them 
applications were made!! I remember signing one man's, although I told the man when 
I signed it he had better leave my name off with Governor Scott, who was not fond of 
me ; that I had written him a letter once which was published. The letter was consid- 
ered a scorcher, and he had expressed himself bitterly tow^ard me afterwards. That 
letter was in reply to a letter from him which I considered insulting. I do not know 
that any others did ; but I have no doubt applications were signed by others. Judge 
Thomas, the radical judge, interested himself in that business and represented to the 
governor that the law business of the county was not at a stand-still on account of the 
ignorance of the trial justices. 

Question. Were any of the new ai^pointees democrats ? 

Answer. They were all democrats. It is impossible to appoint a capable man to office 
in Union County, without he is a democrat. Governor Scott felt that himself, and he 
said that he intended to appoint men to office irrespective of politics. 

By Mr. Va^^ Trump : 
Question. That is since the tax-payers' convention ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that was last winter ; that he must appoint men to office without 
regard to party ; that where he could find a republican he would appoint him, but where 
he could not find one, he would ai^point a demgcrat rather than an incompetent man. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Have any other officers resigned ? 

Answer. The treasurer went out of office. The governor has the entire appointment 
of the officers connected with the assessment of taxes. The treasurer was put out, and 
another democrat appointed in his place. The auditor is aboi\t three-fourths democrat 
and one-fourth radical. I believe he voted for Scott at the first election, for he thought 
it would restore quiet here. He Avas put out of office, and one appointed who was a 
very strong radical last year ; this man Williams, I do not know what he is now. I 
rather suspect he has left that party. The treasurer and the auditor are the only 
appointments except the trial justices. 

Question. What became of the school commissioner ? 
^ Answer. He resigned, and another, a democrat, was appointed in his place. 

Question. Resigned upon this notice of the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he went to Mississippi, and. is there now. 

Question. Who was appointed in his place ? 

Answer. Colonel David Jaekson, a democrat. 

Question. Colonel of what f 

Anstce)'. A governor's aid, I expect, before the war. That is the way he got his title. 
Our governoi's used to dispense the ''lieutenant colonelcies" very freely. I think one 
governor had fifty ; all were called '' colonels." 

Question. The county commissioners were notified ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; one of them left the county and is still absent, a colored man ; tho 
other two were one white and one colored, and wrote their resignations in this way, I 
believe ; " In obedience to Ku-Klux order No. 3, we resign." Governor Scott very prop- 
erly refused to accept it, and things went on in that way for two months, and then one 
John Tinsley wrote to him formally resigning, and the governor accepted that resigna- 
tion. White then wrote his and it was accepted. 

Question. You say a resignation of that kind on account of Ku-Klux order ougbt not 
to be accepted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; if the resignation was forced. 

Question. Do you see a difference in fact between that and the other resignations? 

Answer. I do not know. John Tinsley lived here in town, and there w^as a garrison, 
and there was no danger. White, in his letter to the governor, said that Giles, the 
third one, was absent, and the poor were sufiering and the roads were in very bad con- 
dition. He had written this with the view of having the board filled up again, and 
when that resignation, in proper form, came, Governor Scott accepted it, and I did not 
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blame liim for accepting it, althoiigli I would have blamed liim for accepting the first 
jesigiiation. 

Question. That would have made a bad record ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. Has Giles resigned ? 

Ansu'eTi\ No, sir ; some one stated at a late meeting, which was published in the paper, 
that he had received a letter from Giles, and from the letter tliought tliat he was going 
to resign, and to avoid the trouble of another convention they recommended that 
another man be selected in case he did resign. An election is ordered to take place 
next Tuesday. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. These offices are still vacant? 

Answer. Yes, sir. White is a candidate for reelection. All the other candidates are 
democrats. 

Question. Then I understand that all county officers, both those elected by the peojile 
and those appointed by the governor, so far as they are tilled now, are lilled by the 
democrats? 

Answer. Yes, sir, if the sheriff is a democrat. This deputy sheriff has since left him, 
and he is now running the office by himself. Ke got me to instruct liim and advise 
him a little while, and then got mad at me because I did not allow him costs enough 
in one case, and he is managing his own canoe. 

Question. Were you present at the late convention last sales day ? 

Answer. I went in towards the last. I staid at the door. It was pretty nearly 
over — the vote had not been taken. 

Question. You did not hear the speech made by Mr. McKissick ? 

Answer. No, sir. He made no remarks at all while I was there. He was chairman, 
and I suppose he made his siieech, if at all, wheu he took the chair. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What was that meeting ? 
Answer. A meeting of citizens. 

Question. You say there is to be a county election next week? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; Tuesday. 
Question. For what officers ? 
Answer. Two county commissioners. 

Question. Are they not the most important officers in the county ? 
Answer. They manage all the money of the county — they have charge of the roads, 
poor-houses, and public buildings. 

Question. How long is the notice given ? 

Anstver. The law requires twenty days' notice. I think it will be twenty-five days 
before the election this time. 

Question. These commissionerships are the offices in which the people are more inter- 
ested, on account of taxation, than any other officers in the county? 

Answer. I think they are the most important offices here for the })eople at large. Th^ 
probate judge has an important office, but he gives a bond. The county commissioners 
give no bond, but approve the bonds of the public officers. 

Question. In regard to this entire county, what is now the condition of the county, 
including Ku-Klux operations and otherwise; is it quiet pending this important 
election i 

Answer. It is quiet. Nothing has happened that I have heard of since the killing 
of this man Thomson. 

Qnestion. Were there many Loyal Leagues inaugurated in this county? 

Answer. O, yes, sir. 

Qutstion. When did that take place ? 

Answer, Under General Sickles ; some time during the provisional military govern- 
ment. 

Question. Were they formed all over the county? 
Answe^\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You say there were at one time five or six white re]iublicans in the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What character of men were they ? 

Answei\ The lowest of the low: 

Question. Such as are known as earpet-baggers ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; there were some of them here. There was a man up at the gold 
mines — Kerrigan, of New York. It was said he had been employed to come here to 
murder a dozen or more citizens. 

Question. Were these men active in the Loyal Leagues of black men ? 
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Answer. These white men ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansivtr. They were the leaders^. 

Qncstiou. Wbat was the conduct of the nepjroes about that time ? 
Ausircr. The negroes were not quiet. I do not suppose you would understand it, bufc 
they were insulting. 
Question. Arrogant? 
Answer. Arrogant. 

Question. You say there was a i)uhlic meeting after the first raid? 
SiU'Swer. Yes, sir; I was there. 
Question. Did they pass any resolution ? 

Answer. General Wallace proposed that a committee be appointed to go to Columbia 
to represent that this raid had been made, and that the bJacks and tTie whites were • 
arrayed against each other, and that perhajis it would be best for some party without 
prejudice to come in, and the only party of that kind was a garrison of United States 
troops. He j)roposed the resolution and I seconded it, and he and H. L. Goss and Wil- 
liam P. Thomson, and Aleck Macbeth, colored, w^ere appointed and^vent. 

Question. The purpose was to call for Federal troops ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. To i^rotect the jail ? 

Answer. To protect the jail here ; the people were accused. The Ku-Klux had been 
here before and might come again. 

Question. Was it an expressed object for the committee to go to Columbia to ask that 
the Federal troops should come to protect the jail ? 

Answer. That was the idea in my mind.^ I do not know that it found expression, 
but that was the object of the meeting. The governor, for fear that some disgrace 
would attach to his State government, declined. He said he would not send troops 
until he was satisiied that the State government could not punish crimes. 

Question. He was fully informed of the character of the raid ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That fifty or sixty men came here in. disguise and took out these men and 
shot them? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long ago was John Mills killed ? 
Answer. I think it must be two months or six weeks ago. 
Question. Was there any private reason given as the cause for that ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I have not heard of any given then or since. It is some distance 
from here. 
Question. You say his throat was cut ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questibn. In all the accounts you have heard of the operations of the Ku-Klux, 
where they have committed murder, has it been in any case by that means ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; it is either by shooting or hanging. I understood ho was shot and 
his throat cut, too. 

Question. You say he had been in the penitentiary ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And pardoned by the governor, as usual? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. For what ofi"ense ? 

Answer. Stealing cotton. 

Question. You say you think the Ku-Klux are all democrats ? 
A7iswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You think they are composed of respectable men, and therefore you do not 
know how they could be anything else, for there are no respectable republicans here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you suppose they are all white men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And if you heard of a crime being conmaitted you would suppose it was 
done by criminals ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it your opinion, from all you have heard of the Ku-Klux in this county 
or elsewhere, that their purpose is in any degree whatever political ? 

Answer. I do not think so. It may aim at the State government, for the reason that 
we all look at the State government as a very rascally thing. 

Question. You judge from the character of the raids on the jail, and the manner in 
which they eifected and consummated it, that this must have been in consequence of 
Bome organization ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

'Question. Did you mean an organization for that particular purpose or generally 1 
Answer. For that purpose. 
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Question. Just as you wouldthink there must have been an organization in a par- 
ticular ease where lynch-law had been administered ? 

Answer, Where a mob come into town to lynch a man. I would not think it organ- 
ized, but if they came in an orderly manner to commit acts of violence regularly, 
systematically, I would think it was organized in that way. 

Question. You gave two instances of violence on tt^o white men and democrats, 
Miller and Garner? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they were democrats; they were whipped. Miller Was talking 
about it here, and pulled off his shirt in the bar-room to show his skin. I had no 
fancy to seeing such sights, and did not see it. It was about two months ago. 

Question. Where did he live ? 

Anstver. About Pacolet River ; both of them lived in the same country. 
Question. Was that committed by disguised men ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it understood, or have you information as to whether they were white 
or black ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there any other instance of violence upon Avhite men, democrats ? 

Answer. There was a man named ^lullins whipped. He was charged with x>hnying 
Ku-Klux — that is, that he had disguised himself, and with one or two friends, had gone 
around whipping negroes. 

Question. And then they Ku-Ivluxed him ? 

Answ€fi\ They visited him and gave him a pretty severe whipping. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answe}\ Last winter. ^ 

Question. You say he was a democrat ? 

Ansxver. Yes, sir. Cudd, one of Miller's band, was whipped. They said they whipped 
Xiim for being in his company. He was whipped slightly. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Do you say that the real Ku-Klux whipped men for playing Ku-Ivlux ? 
Ansicei\ Yes, sir ; for whii)ping negroes. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Was the fact developed in the testimony in regard to the murder of 
Stevens, that those negroes had said on their route that they would kill a white man 
that night ? 

Answer. No, sir, I think not. I thiuk no testimony of that kind came out on the 
trial. The testimony came out that on their march, after killiug Stevens, after coming 
back to the house of Mr. John McKissick, one of them said, *'Wo have got our hand in 
and we might as well kill some more now," and proposed to kill McKissick or Palmer, 
but one of the boys stopped them. 

Question. Were these men white men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I understand you to say that the affairs of South Carolina at present are 
not, and for some time past have not been satisfactory ? 
Answer. They are not. 

Question. You have given some of the causes, I will ask you as to others. What 
effect did that most terrible order of Governor Scott, arming some fourteen or fifteen 
colored regiments, fully equipped, in South Carolina, while at the same time he denied 
a like organization to the whites, have on the public feeling of South Carolina ? 

Answer. It stirred it up considerably — it stirred it up to a high pitch. In my 
opinion, if it had not been for that order of Governor Scott there would never have 
been a Ku-Klux raid in South Carolina. I can only say so because I know the feelings 
of the people w^ere considerably stirred up about that time. They felt that the whole 
power of the Government was against them, and was thrown on that side. 

Question. Was it a fact that either at that time, or some time afterwards, during the 
arming of the negro militia, there was a white company w^hieh had arms, and those 
arms were recalled by Governor Scott ? 

Answer. They did have arms and the arras were recalled, but I am not positive 
whether it was before or after the election ; I think it was before, but I am not posi- 
tive. I heard a gentleman say on Saturday that ho was positive it was before the 
election. 

Question. What is the public opinion in South Carolina in regard to the mal-adminis- 
tration of the State government, both executive and legislative, and how has it af- 
fected the feelings of the people ? 

Answer. Well, sir, we haye felt that there has been very great mal-administratiou, 
and it has borne entirely upon the white people of the State ; the feeling of the i^eople, 
therefore, is very bitter against the officers of the State government, particularly those 
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they thiuk have been most guilty; men who have grown fat off of our money, taken 
from us at a time when Ave were desperately poor. 

Question. Is it your opinion that this novel experiment, tried, perhaps, for the first 
time in the history of civil government, of attempting to carry on a government half 
white and half black ; where the whites, prior to the inauguration of such a state of 
things, were masters, and the blacks, slaves, is a total and ntter failure ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I thiuk it is a great blunder, I think if the United States Govern- 
ment liad sent men from the North to govern the South, we would have been very 
quiet and jieaceable now. It is simply the elevation of the negro over us, and the 
manner in which affairs have been carried on by the State government, that have 
caused this strong feeling against them. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In connection with this murder of Thomson, have you no knowledge of the 
fact that a Aveek or two ago, before Thomson was killed, a party went to where they 
supposed he was and hung ujp a man named Abram Checks, to make him tell where 
Thomson was ? 

Ansxcer. I know Abram Checks very well, but never heard that before. I heard that 
they went to his house that night, and he told them he was not there, and either 
showed them where he was or else they went to another house. 

Question. In answer to a question ])ut to you by Judge Van Trnmp, you stated that 
you thought the band who came to this town were organized for that purpose f 

Answer, Not for the purpose of taking these negroes out of jail, but for the purpose 
of punishing men committing crimes about here. 

Qticstion. Do you mean that* it was only a temporary organization or a continuous 
organization which can be called into operation at any time f 

Answer, It is a continuous organization, I think, not for the xmrpose of punishing 
t^iose particular negroes, but those deserving punishment. 

Question. It is a permanent organization which can be called into exercise whenever 
it is deemed that there is an occasion which calls for the exercise of their punitive 
power ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. jMight it not have been called into exercise for a particular purpose at that 
time, and for that particular purpose only, while there may have been other organiza- 
tions existing in that country? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir ; it might. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. But you have already given your opinion that such an organization as 
manifested itself that night could not be "called into existence on that night or at that 
time. 

Answer. It could not. 
By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Have you not heard of the lynching operations done by several hundred 
men in less time than this occupied ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; but this was not a mob ; it was organized. 

By the CnAiR:\iAN : 

Question, Was not this band of men under perfect military control and discipline, 
with absolute command and obedience ? 
Answer. That was the information I received from those who saw it. 
Question. How many were in Mullin's band ? 

Answer. I do not now remember ; there were five or six. It was a small band. 
Question. Vv^hite men and democrats f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who had organized for the purpose of whipping i)ersons for pei^onal 
private reasons, outside of this Ku-Klux, have they not? 

Ansiver. For personal private reasons, out of spite or malice against particular ne- 
groes who had refused to work with them and gone to work with other people. 

Question. And the genuiue Ku-Klux undertook to punish them for assuming their 
guise and K^ing on in that way ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From a number of sentences that have occun^ed in your statements here, 
and their similarity to some expressions in a communication which I find in the 
Charleston News, dated February 15, 

Answer, From this i)lace ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansiver. Signed " Brutus ?" I wrote that piece. 
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Question. I will read to yon, on the subject of which I am now examining yon, a sen- 
tance near the beginning of it, and to reach that sentence I will read the prelimniary 
sentence : 

The mystery which snrronnds the movements of the Kn-Klnx Klan has led the 
superstitious to regard them as spirits of the disembodied, while thecducatetl, beyond 
the field of operation, have believed the whole story to be a myth. But of their exist- 
ence, as an organized body of living men, we, who have saw them, entertain no doubt. 
Of their numbers and extent, it is impossible to speak. There must be one thousand 
in a day's march of Union. You have them, no doubt, in Charleston, and they certainly 
can be found throughout Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee." 
Aiisivcr, That was my information. 

Question. Was it your belief at the time you wrote that letter that there were one 
thousand of them within a day's march of this place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; within a day's march. I was writiugon the information that eight 
hundred were here on that night, and supposing that all had not come, one might say 
there were one thousand. 

Question. Was it the similarity of their operations throughout Georgia, North Caro- 
lina, and Tennessee, that led you to this opinion ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How do you account for the similarity of operations in these States, when 
you say if it had not been for the arming of the negroes by Governor Scott there never 
would have been any Ku-Klux here ? 

Answer. Because there was never any Ku-Klux in South Carolina before that time, 
that I ever heard of; and I do not think the organization would have extended into 
the State but for that order. That is my opinion. I may be mistaken. 

Question. Suppose you learned that by the disclosures made in North Carolina its 
members swear that their xmrpose is political ? ^ 

Ansicer. If they would 

Question. 1 put it in that form. If you found that the members who have come out 
and discarded the organization swear that their purpose was political? 
Ansicer. If they were responsible men I would believe it. 

Question. I may state as a fact that a gentleman who was the candidate on the ticket 
of the democratic party of North Carolina, Mr. Boyd, has stated that. He is a member 
of the bar of Alamance County, North Carolina. 

Answer. If the members of the band said it was political, of course I would say they 
were telling the truth, and believe them ; but if a man gets up, as in the Holden trial, 
and swears that he took an oath never to tell the truth in a court-house, of course I 
could not believe him. I could not Ijelieve any man who swore that he had sworn 
never to tell the truth in a court-house. 

Question. That would go to his character very much ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This is one of the difficulties involved in the investigation on this subject ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. If you would not believe him at all vou could not believe ho had taken 
the oath ? 
Answer. I could not believe him at all. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You would throw him out of the question? 
Answer. Just throw him out of the question. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Is the Weekly Union, imblished in this town, the democratic organ? 
Answer. It is the only paper here. It is published by a democrat, and its politics are 
democratic. 

Question. I find here what purports to be a copy of an order left by the Ku-Klux on 
the night of the second raid ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is it. I did not see this in the original ; but some gentlemen 
who saw it told me this was written just as that one on the court-house door was. 

By Mr. Van Tkump: 
Question. Does the editor give this as a copy? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. A copy was x>ubli^ed in all the papers. 

Mr. Stevenson : I desire to submit here, in connection with the evidence of this 
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Trifiio«^s. tho order referred to. and aUo the editorial artirle entitled '^Kiwvlux," lu 
th ' Weekly Union Times of Unionville, of February 17, 1«71. 
rTliey are as follows:] 

^ ^^TO THE PUBLIC. 

''K. K. K. 

^' TAKEN BY HABExVS COKPUS. 

In silence and secrecy thoHf^ht lias been working, and the benignant efficacies of 
concealment speak for themselves. Once again have we been torced by force to nse 
Force. Jnstice was lame, and she had to lean npon ns. Information being obtained 
that a ' donbting Thomas,' the inferior of nothing, the superior of nothing, and of con- 
seqnence the equal of nothing, who has neither eyes to see the scars of oppression, nor 
ears to hear the cause of humanity, even though he wears the Judicial silk, had or- 
dered some guilty prisoners from Union to the City of Columbia, and of Injustice and 
l^rejudice. for an unfair trial of life; thus clutching at the wheel-spokes of Destiny — 
then this thing was created and projected; otherwise it would never have been. Wo 
yield to the inevitable and inexorable, and account this the best 'Let not thy righ'- 
iiaud know what thy left hand doeth,' is our motto. 

''We want x^eace, but this cannot be till Justice returns. We want and will hav/ 
Justice, but this cannot be till the bleeding fight of freedom is fought. Until then the 
Jkloloek of Iniquity will have his victims, even if the Micheal of Justice must have liia 
martvrs. ' 

"K. K. K." 

The Ku-Klux. — That an organization of desperate and daring men is in existence 
throughout the South, and perhaps in many of the Western States, cannot now be 
doubted ; and that it has grown to be a powerful and thorough organization, the num- 
bers and com])lete discipline of those who have visited this place is sufficient proof. 
Its power and influence is not confined to any locality, but is now felt and feared 
throughout the land. Nor do we believe it is guided by ignorant and inexperienced 
leaders. Talent, caution, determination and discipline mark its every act. That they 
are a band of determined men, linked together by no ordinary tie of mutual despera- 
tion and defense, is also certain; but their path has not been marked by idundering or 
in( endiarism. Enshrouded in complete mystery, moving in perfect harmony, almost 
ubiquitous, and apparently sufficiently numerous to place, in the shortest time, any 
number of finely mounted and completely equipped men that they may suppose will 
1 e required at any given point, it will require something more than force of. numbers 
or indiscreet and coercive legislation to disperse them or drive them from their pur- 
pose. What their motives are, none outside of their organization but Almighty God 
knows. We cannot believe there is such a large number of men at the South, willing 
to commit such deeds of murder and otliei: outrages from depravity of heart — it is not 
characteristic of the southern i)eople of any sphere, and our feelings of humanity re- 
volt at the bare thought that such wickedness of heart exists to such an extent. No, 
no, there must be some other cause than that, actuating such a body of men to commit 
such bloody deeds, and wo sincerely hope that the State and Federal Governments will, 
by cautious and discreet action, devise some means to induce them to desist from their 
terror-inspiring work. 

•'We are aware that we shall be accused, by many ignorant and extreme people, of 
defending the Ku-Klux, and encouraging them in their unlawful acts, while some may 
say we are actuated by terror; but both accusations are false; wo^believe we are writ- 
ing the plain unvarnished truth. Those of our citizens who saw them here feel con-' 
vinced that it is a formidable organization of men too w^ell prepared for any emergency, 
and too numerous and well controlled to be scoffed at or suppressed by rash and incau- 
tious means, while the reports we receive from every other Southern State is proof pos- 
itive that they are gathering strength and extending their influence. The Govern- 
ment must look ui)on the matter calmly, and act discreetly, and not permit a set of ex- 
treme partisan legislators ,to drag the State completely over tho terrible i)recipice at 
the brink of w hich it now stands." 

By ]Mr. Stevexsox : 

Qnf^tiou, I see here that the petit jury has been drawn for the March term of 1871, 
and a list of it is given in this paper; will you look over that list and see what mem- 
biTs of that petit jury you know. John Bishop ? 

Answer. He is an old white man. 

Queation. And a democrat ? 

Aiwivcr. Yes, sir. » 

Question, hook at tho list ; how many are white men and how many are negroes ? 
Answer. John Gist is a negro; Green Nicholas is a negro ; Henry Tinsley is a negro 
These I assume to be all republicans. The rest are all white men ; and the only 
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republican there is Jesse J. Mabry, who was playing both fiddles. He told me he had 
called himself a republican, and got some money. 
Question. Are any of these names of unmarried men ? 

Ansiver. I should say P. J. Davis is algo a republican, or was; he is a white man, 
and is a young man ; James B. Lancaster, I think, is a young unmarried man ; I think 
S. S. Walker is an unmarried man, and all the rest are married. 

By ^Ir. Van Tiiu^ip : 

Question. How many of these jurymen are there of which you do not know anything 
about, and do ,not know them at all ? 
Ansiver. Eight. 

Question. How are the juries made up ? 

A^mver. Thirty-one are chosen for the county for each term. The judge instructed 
the jury commissioners to select men who were intelligent, and as many blacks as 
whites, where it could be done, bearing in mind that they must be men of character in 
the community. For that reason our juries have been jnincipally composed of white 
men. In a jury drawn in the case of a capital trial the prisoner has the right to chal- 
lenge primarily twenty, and when the panel is exhausted they summon from the by- 
standers. 

Question. How was it when these two prisoners that have been mentioned came up ? 

Ansiver. The two colored men were entitled to forty challenges, and the solicitor, see- 
ing that the counsel for the prisoners was about to exhaust the panel, told them that 
he would consent to its being half white and half black, if the counsel for the prison- 
ers would not exhaust the panel, and in that way six whites and six blacks were 
chosen. 

Question. I will ask, if the judge from the bench honestly instructs the jury commis- 
sioners to select none on the panel but such as are competent and honest aud intelli- 
gent, and the commissioners honestly carry out that instruction, is it likely that there 
will be many more negroes in a jury than appear in that list ? 

An8ive7\ No, sir ; I think they disobeyed their instructions in selecting these three 
negroes. Judge Orr, who claims to be a very good republican, has given the same 
instructions, and Judge Thomas also. He says that under the constitution that is the 
law. 

Question. Such is the condition of the blacks in this county that if these instructions 
were honestly carried out it is not likely that there would be many black faces on th(» 
jury in this county ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I call your attentioii to the following order, with the prefatory remark of 
the editor of the Union Weekly Times, February 24, 1871 : 

"Another Ktj-Klux Proclamation. — The following document was discovered on 
yesterday morning posted on the ^egal advertisement' board hanging at the court- 
house door. We have examined the original and tind it is in the same handwriting as 
the one left with the jailer on the night of the late raid on the jail : 

" Headquahters K. K. K., Department of S. C, 

General Order No. 49. 

" From the G. G. C, S. S. 

We delight not i/i speech, but there is language which, when meant in earnest, be- 
comes desperate. We raise the voice of warning, beware! beware! Persons there are, 
(and not unknown to us,) who, to gratify some private gmdge or selfish end, like 
Wheeler's men, so-called, are executing their low, paltry, and pitiful designs at the 
expense, not only of the noble creed we profess and act, but also, to the great trouble 
and annoyance of their neighbors in various communities. Wo stay our hand for once ; 
but if such conduct as frightening away laborers, robbery, and connivance at the 
secrets of our organization is repeated, then the mockers must suffer and the traitors 
meet their merited doom. We dare not promise what we do not perform. We want 
no substitutes or conscripts in our ranks. We can be as generous as we are terrible ; 
but, stand hacJc. We've said it, there shall be no interference. 
" By order of the Grand Chief. 

"A. O., Grand Secretary 

Answer. I remember there was another order stuck up on the court-house door, and 
this is that one. 

Question. What is the date of that paper ? 
Answer. February 24. 
Question. You saw that order ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. That is one which I supposed to be drawn with more than ordinary 
ntelligence. That is very well drawn. 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You judge by the character of the composition that it must have been 
dnnvu up by a person of iutelligence and education f 
Anxicer. Yes, sir. 

QucfiHon. Suppose that about that time in the history of Ku-Khisism in South Caro- 
lina tlK^re were some men throughout the State very anxious to get up a public im- 
pression about the Ku-Klux — such a man for example as Joe Crews — is it x>ossibIe that 
this thing might have been gotten up in that way ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. If ho had had more intelligence than Joe Crews — I do not think 
that Joe Crews could have done that. 

^ (Juemiion. Are there men in the rei)ublican party that could have done it f 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By ]Mr. Stevexson : 
Question. Have you any idea that that noticO was bogus ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. You saw it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did it remain on the court-house door ? 
Answer. I do not remember. One staid there three days. Another not so long. 
Question. Do you know who was the <jorrespondent of this paper at Columbia ? 
Answer. No, sir; I never heard. 

Question. I tind a letter, dated Columbia, March 6, 1871, published in the issue of 
March 10, 1871, in the Weekly Uuion Times of Uniomille, South Carolina, in which a. 
statement is made to the elfect that a raid of the Ku-Klux-Klan was then expected at 
Columbia. 

Answer. Yes, sir, they had a great many reports there during the session of the legis- 
lature, and I think the legislature was in constant trepidation. 

By Mr. Van Tkiimp : 
Question. Eeal or assumed trepidation ? 

Answer. I do not know whether it was real or assumed ; there was certainly an ap- 
prehension. After the first raid they were very bitter in their speeches, and after the 
second raid here they were very mild ; and one case which was told around there and 
which created a laugh at that time was something like this : A gambler in Columbia 
got an old man named Sheldon from the lower part of this county to go to a commission 
merchant there and engage feed for fifteen hundred horses, and to go to a livery stable 
and engage places for fifteen hundred horses for Friday night. This gambler and Hub- 
bard, the chief police officer under Scott, went around and inquired about it. Tho 
commission merchant told them Yes," and the livery stable man saitW Yes," and thero 
was quite an alarm about these men coming. This was only a joke of this gambler, but 
they were in apprehension at Columbia. 

Mr. Stevenson. This paragraph is as fallows : 

" Looking for the Ku-Klux. — There seems to be a general expectation or fear by 
the legislature that the dread and sepulchral Ku-lvlux Kian will pay the State-house a 
visit to-night or to-morrow. A member told me with all gravity to-day, that they were 
to come to-morrow night, fifteen hundred strong ; were to approach in four difi'erent 
ways, surround the capitol, and enter upon their bloody work. I heard another telling 
a crowd of members standing in the hall of the house, in the most excited manner, how 
a solitary horseman had rode into the State-house yard this morning, galloped up to 
the front door, and inquired of i^arties standing there w^hen the legislature would 
adjourn ; and being informed, wanted to know if fifteen hundred horses could be pro- 
vided with food in town. Such tales are of course absurd, but they plainly indicate 
the tremulous condition of our mighty rulers." 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. What was your own impression as to whether there was, at any time, any 
real danger ? 

Answer. I do not think there was ever any real danger of their going to Columbia or 
to the legislature. 

Question. It seems to me that if these things had been for the purpose of punishing 
men charged with improper conduct, they have not struck in that vicinity? 
Answei\ Tliat is so, sir. 

Question, Not that I mean to assume that all I have heard is true, but the most we 
have heard and the worst we have heard relates to the legislature * 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. 'And you assume that the Ku-Klux believe it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it is wonderful, as Judge Carpenter said, that they did not com- 
mence at the head and go down, instead of commencing at the tail au€l going up. If 
anything could justify them at all, that would be it. 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You do not know who is the correspondent of the Weekly Union Times, 
signing himself " M," and writing during the session of the legislature ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Mr. Van Trump. I will ask to have inserted the following item from that letter of 
March 6, 1871, from which an extract has already heen given. 
It is as follows : 

" Per diem and mileage.— The house, late on Friday night, after 10 o'clock, took 
up the joint resolution approjjriating $1*25,000 for the payment of the mileage and per 
diem of the members of the general assembly, and amended it by iucreasins the amount 
§265,000. 

" This, with the appropriation made and exhausted before Christmas for $135,000, 
makes $400,000 in all that the people of the State are called upon to pay up, as a com- 
pensation for the valuable services of our intelligent, experienced, and lionest legis- 
lators." 

By Mi. Stevenson : 

Question. Htere is the Ku-Klux order No. 3, March 9, 1871, with the preliminary re- 
marks of the editor, in the Weekly Union Times for March 17, 1871 : 

"Another Ku-Klux Manifesto.— The following ' order' was discovered on Mon- 
day morning last tightly glued upon the sheriflPs * legal advertisement ' board. There 
can be no doubt from the handwriting that the same hand that wrote the order given 
to the jailer on the night of the second raid wrote this also : 

"Headquarters Ninth Division, Department S. C. 

" Special Order- Xo. 3, K. K. K. 

" ' Ignorance is the curse of God.^ For this reason we are determined that the mem- 
bers of the legislature, the school commissioner, and the county commissioners of Union 
shall no longer officiate. Fifteen (15) days^ notice from this date is therefore given ; 
and if they, one\and all, do not at once and forevei* resign their present inhuman, dis 
graceful, and outrageous rule, then retribufive justice Avill as surely be used as night 
follows day. 

" Also, ' An honest man is the noblest work of God.' For this reason, if the clerk of 
the said board of county commissioners and school commissioner does not immediately 
renounce and relinquish his present position, then harsher measures than these will most 
assuredly and certainly be used. 

" For confirmation reference to the orders heretofore published in the Union Weekly 
Times and Yorkville Enquirer wiU more fully and completely show our intention. 

" By order of 4he Grand Chief. 

"A. O., Grand Secretary. 

"March 9, 1871." 

!Mr. Stevenson : Here is also the card of the clerk, issued pursuant to the Ku-Klux 
order, and also the editor's remarks thereon : 

[For the Times.l 

" The clerk of the board of county commissioned takes this method of saying to the 
many tax-payers of Union County, who solicited and urged him to take the position, 
that in obedience to Special Order No. 3, K. K. K., (to which his attention has been 
called,) he ' renounces and relinquishes his position.' 

" He is not the clerk of the school commissioner. What he has done in that office 
was intended to benefit all the parents, teachers, and children in Union County ; for 
all children between six and sixteen years of age are entitled to their proportion of 
the school fund, and also the school books, at New York cost price. To give the proper 
direction to this fund was his object ; but his motives having been misunderstood, he 
cheerfully withdraws from tbis business. 

" We think it due the clerk of the board of county commissioners to state that it was 
through the persuasion of many influential tax-payers that he consented to become 
clerk to the present board. Knowing how utterly incapable tbe members of tbe board 
were, and the great damage such ignorance might do the county, it was thought pru- 
dent to induce them to select a competent and responsible person to sit and advise with 
them, in the capacity of clerk. The clerk is one of the oldest and most respectable 
citizens of the county, and we are sure he is not the man to sacrifice the dignity of his 
race . 

'^In his note, which will be found in another column, he explains his connections 
with the school commissioner, and we can add that until he voluntarily took charge of 
the school books, they were lying about uncared for, and a number taken away with- 
out any one to take an account of them. One whole box was removed. 

" We, however, unequivocally oppose the system, now so common, of capable and 
respectable white men taking subordinate positions under ignorant negro officials. It 
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is degrading to our race, gives excuse for nominating and electiug ignoramuses to 
office, and opens the doors for rogues and villains to ert-ep into office and practice all 
manner of frauds upon the people, ^vitbout being at all resi)ousible. In this we do not 
allude to the clerk of the present board of commissione s." 
Question. That paper, I uuderstand, is the democratic organ. 

Answer. It is a democratic paper, but wo would not like to have Mr. Stokes taken as 
our representative. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. I have been looking at your jail from the court-house where we are sitting, 
and am struck with its peculiar construction. Could not twenty men, certainly tifty 
men, who were armed and inside of that jail, hold it against eight hundred men not 
armed with any other arms than shot-guns, rilles, and pistols? 

Answer. Not so many. If you notice the defenders would be all up-stairs — (we all diS' 
cussed that point one night} — for you will observe the parties may tire through the front 
Avindows, and if they went up stairs the assailing party could get under the projecting 
top and then set lire to the jail. If you go around the front you will see what you 
cannot see from these windows, that the assailing parties could get underneath down 
stairs so that they could fire through or set lire to the jail. 

Question. Are there doors there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there are two doors in front, and one behind. They could, being 
there, set fire, or burst the doors. 

Question. Is there a man named Frank Maple that you know ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I know Frank Mabry, on the other side of Pacolet River, eighteen 
miles. 

Question. Have you heard of his being connected with tliem ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. William Webster, do you know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is a William Webster about twenty miles from here, nearer 
Spartanburgli than this place. 
Question. In this county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he the reputation of being a member of tliis KIslu ? 
Answer, I never heard it. * 
Question. Is Henry Grady a resident here ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; below here near Santuck, an inefficient sort of a fellow. 

Question. Has he the reputation of being a member? 

Answer. I never heard it. 

Question. Barney Cook, do you know him ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Payson Bullock ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you resided in that part of the county adjoining Spartanburgli ? 
Answer. No, sir 

Question. Do you know Thomas Scott ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There are Joe, and Charley, and John, and, I think, there is one 
named Thomas Scott. There are four brothers. Mr. Scott resides about fi.vo or six 
miles from this place. 

Question. Is he unmarried ? 

Answer, I think he is married ; he is an elderly man. 
Question. Felix Spencer ? 

Answer. No, sir ; there are some Spencers beyond Pacolet. 

Question. John Sapaugh ? 

A7mcer, No, sir. 

Question. Major Thursh ? 

Anstcer. No, sir ; I never heard the name. 

Mr. Van Tkump. I submit the whole of the "i?rw<Ms" letter, which has been men- 
tioned as having been written by this witness to the Charleston News, and desire to 
have it inserted with the accompanying article. [The letter is as follows :] 

"THE KU-KLUX KLAN. 

" ORIGIN AND AI:MS OP THE MYSTERIOUS ORGANIZATION. 

"T/ie real feeling among the people of Upper South Carolina— A liigUy interesting letter from 

Union, 

"Union, South Carolina, February 15, 1871. 

' To the Editor of the ^Teivs : 

" The mystery which surrounds the movements of the Ku-Klux Klan has led the 
disembodied, while the educated, beyond the field of operation, have believed the 
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■whole story to be a myth. But of their existence, as an organized body of living men, 
Yi'e, who have seen them, entertain no doubt. Of their numbers and extent, it is im- 
p05?sible to speak. There must be one thousand in a day's march from Union. You 
have them, no doubt, in Charleston, and they certainly can be found throughout 
Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee. They occasionally leave behind them letters 
explanatory of their purposes. Those of them who operate in South Carolina say that 
they want peace but must have justice ; that the courts are guided by weak judges, 
and juries composed of ignorant negroes ; that a thief, convicted with much cost of 
time, money, and labor, to the prosecutor, remains at the penitentiary scarcely a week, 
and then returns home with n pardon, and prepared to^ steal again. They say that 
wlien their race have justice, and are no longer robbed by public thieves, their mission 
will end. 

" There are some erroneous opinions entertained as to the feelings of the people of 
Upper South Carolina toward the Ku-Klux. They are not a band of cut-throats and 
desperadoes, as some suppose; nor, on the other hand, are they universally approved of 
by the white people here. They are men of firmness and nerve, who strike because 
they believe it necessary for the protection of their life, property and liberty ; they 
Btrike at night because circumstances render it imperative. But very many citizens 
disapprove and condemn the acts of violence committed by the Klan. We feel the 
oppression of the present State government, but we would"^ not have it overturned 
with violence. We might indulge in hard words against the Ku-Klux, but we find 
that they despise our strictures, and the State officials believe all of us to be members 
of the band, no matter how much we abuse it. 

Now, sir, before we can successfully oppose and end this evil, we must appreciate 
the causes. It is bad practice to administer a remedy before we make a diagnosis. If 
wo went back to first causes, we would indicate the reconstruction acts, the greatest 
political blunder of the century, as the incitor of the Ku-Klux. In our State, however, 
the organization would never have taken root if we had been spared the late iniquit- 
ous election laws, thet arming of negroes with guns and cartridges, (the latter being un- 
necessary for purposes of drill,) the gross frauds of the election in October, the num- 
erous pardons issued by the governor, and the wholesale robbery hy State officials of 
money wrung from our people by enormous taxation. And again, it is well known that 
Joseph Crews, prominently connected with the State government, honored by the 
speaker of the house, and the traveling companion of our governor, in effect encour- 
aged murder, arson, and rapine, last summer, in Laurens. What might have been the 
consequences of that advice it is fearful to contemplate. He may be more successful 
next summer. 

"In September or October last, June Mobley, member of the legislature, informed his 
negro friends that ten white men should be killed for every negro murdered. Little 
did June then think that his threat against our race would so literally be fulfilled 
against his own. The animus of the black race and their advisers towards the w^hite 
people may be also gathered from the murderous plans of Crews and others (then and 
now State officials) towards citizens of Union and Laurens, so recently exposed through 
your columns by Kerrigan and his men. It was only a further proof of what we 
already felt, that the white race would be taxed out, driven out, or killed out — by 
negroes and their allies, if possible. 

Here were the causes which operated to plant the Ku-Klux in South Carolina. The 
murder of Mat. Stevens gave them great strength. It was a foul murder — the foulest 
ever known in this State. A one-armed, inoffensive white man, of good character, who 
toiled honestly for his daily bread and did harm to no one ; he was waylaid and cru- 
elly murdered because he had a ' white skin.^ The murderers were a body of negro 
militia, at least twenty-five, and more probably forty in number ; instigated, the white 
people of Union believe, and may in time be able to prove, by Ellick Walker, captain 
of militia, and June S. Mobly, a legislator. Bad as this murder was, it was a sign of 
worse things to see the entire negro race of Union in active sympathy with the 'mur- 
derers. Had it been left with the negroes, not one of them would have been arrested, 
although they proclaimed their g^iilt wherever they went among their own people. It 
is within bounds to assert that two hundred negroes in Union County were accessories 
after the fact to the murder of Stevens, and that there are not two dozen of that class 
who would have refused to shield the criminals. Ten prisoners have been taken out 
of the jail by the Ku-Klux and killed, nine of whom were murderers of Stevens ; the 
tenth was the negro who shot the constable (Smith) on the first day of January. We 
condemn the act as unlawful and criminal, but for the victims we have no sympathy. 
The negroes, on the contrary, regard with indifference the deed in the abstract, their 
only feeling is sypapathy for the murdered prisoners. 

"The manifesto left here by the Ku-Klux sufficiently explains the immediate cause 
of the last raid on our jail. To take these prisoners — two of them red to the elbow 
Tvith the blood of Stevens — to Columbia, where the legislature was in session, com- 
posed, it was believed, of men in active sympathy with the murderers, was thought 
to be tantamount to a release. It was unfortunate that Judge Thomas did not order 
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ih:' rctr.rn to the writ of hahcas corpus to be made before h'wA at Union or at bis borne, 
which, it is iire^sTunetl, is witbin tbe limits of liis cireuit. The letter to the judji^e indi- 
cates that he would sacrifice the peace of society here, and turn tbe prisoners loose to 
^ave biy ofJice*. Tbe KiMvlnx thought the esca])e of the i»ris!)ners would be an evil, 
compared to which the loss of Judge Thomas to the bench of the sixth circuit would 
be insiLCuificaut. Such escape would be a wrong to their race, and one of those- wrongs 
which Vould find redress only from their band. They were, under another name, a 
vigilance committee, with this difference: Vigilance committees generally have the 
tacit approval of their government; tbe Ku-Klux operate uj)ou crimes committed by 
4 class of citizens specially i^rotected, befriended, and honored by our State. Tbe vigi- 
.ance committee is, however, an unlawful organization ; so is tbe Ku-Klnx. The acts 
of the one find an exact counterpart in the other; for, so far as known, tlie Ku-Klux 
have been men — dangerous citizens and well-known murderers. 

" We are no apologists for the Ku-Klux. Nothing here ^vritten is an apology. The 
reader who so construes this letter finds excuse sufficientf in what we have enuuierated 
simply as causes. We cannot excuse these self-constituted avengers of white men's 
wrongs. Crime begets crime, but does not excuse it. To kill a man is murder. To be 
))rosecutor, judge, jury, and sheriff, is a fearful sin— a sin legally and morally, and a 
sin in His eyes to whom belongeth vengeance. We may have no justice, but better to 
suffer and to wait. A bad government is better than no government at all. Injustice 
is better than anarchy. 

" Negro militia can never stop the evil, no matter how* strong in numbers. 

^' Tbe Columbia Union advises that they be sent, and the country taxed to pay for 
them. We advise the Union to make a calculation of the cost of maintaining a thou- 
sand soldiers for a year, and compare it with the assessed value of property in this 
county. Tbe proposition is ridiculous. Negro militia are imwerless against them. 
They may be stopped, but only in one way — remove the causes which made them fancy 
their organization a necessity ; restore good goveininent ; give the State upright and 
able judges and honest officials ; stop the frightful expenditure of ])ublic money in Co- 
lumbia ; prosecute, indict, and bring to trial such men as Neagle, Parker, and Crews ; 
disband the negro militia ; give the people intelligent jurors, and let convicts be iiun- 
isbed, and then will the Ku-Klux be a thing of the past. But let the legislature and 
the State officials go on as they have gone on, and the time will soon be when raids 
into Columbia, and around that capital building, will cause our highly virtuous and 
intelligent legislators to forget Union and Union murderers. 

One more word. AVe are all suspected of active symi^athy with the Ku-Klux because 
we do not bring them to trial. The thing is impossible. They shroud themselves in a 
mystery which no one can unravel. Whence they come and whither they go, no one 
knows. Their voices are not recognized ; their horses are not known. They are never 
seen in daylight ; only in night. It would seem that negroes would know when theii 
masters left home and took their horses out of the stable ; would sometimes see theii 
disguises, notice the jaded api)earance of man and horse after a-nigbt of wakefulness 
and bard riding. lUit it is not so. No negro knows a single member of tbe band. If 
they did, they would tell it, if not hero for fear, at any rate in Columbia. Tbe whole 
negro race desire the suppi ession of the Ku-Klux, but they can make no discoveries. 
Is it singular, then, that tbe white man, who spends bis evenings at home — whose oi)por- 
tunities for detection are so much less — should fail to find out names ? We do not say 
that all condemn the Ku-Klux. Many see the immediate good, and think not of tbe 
consequent evil. But many, very many, oppose and abhor these deeds, committed j 
without any legal sanction, and they express their abhorrence in unmeasured terms, 

^* This letter has been made too long. Wo wi'ote, however, to show that the Ku- 
Klux were combating evils as dangerous to the peace of society as tbe counter evils 
they perpetuate, and that these fearful counter evils were not approved of by all the 
people of Upper South Carolina. 

"BKUTUS.'' 

The editorial accompanying tbe letter above given, mentioned and appealing in the 
Weekly Union Times of February 24, is as follows : 

"The late outrages.— In our columns this week will be found a letter signed 
Brutus, purporting to bo written by some person in this county to the editors of tbe 
Charleston News. WTioever the writer is, he has certainly looked deeper into the 
causes of the disturbed condition of our section than the editors or others who have 
given publicity to their thoughts through the public journals of the State. It is a bold 
and intelligent view of our situation, looking further back than even tbe advent of 
our i^resent State officials—- as ofiicials — for the impelling causes of all tbe disorder, 
lawlessness, and bloodshed which has disgraced our State of late, but boldly holding 
those officials to a strict account as the immediate cause for the dissatisfaction^ and 
even desperation, into which our people are driven. Nine out of every ten men in this -i 
State who read Brutus's letter will cordiaUy indorse its sentiments and truthfulness, 
t 
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"In tbe same issue of the News in which ^ Bnitus' appears, the editor says : ^ It is a 
settled fact, all other considerations apart, that no body of men which is not strong 
enough to overcome the whole Army of the United States, can either overthrow the State 
government or drive the negroes out of the State. But the Ku-Ivlux are a mere handful, 
and the tide of public opinion sets steadily against them.' 

^^We think our intelligent contemporary presents two erroneous ideas in the above. 
From the actions of the Ku-IQux and the people of the State at large, we do not be- 
lieve there is any desire to overthrow the State government or drive the negroes 
out of the State. But the man must bo heartless and corrupt indeed who does not 
desire and demand that the government shall be puriiicd. That is the great boon for 
w^hich we are all striving, but we w^ould not obtain even that over murdered men's 
bodies. Peaceable means must be employed to secure it, and the law-making and law- 
administering power of the State must provide those means. Such an election law as 
that which controlled the October election, if continued in force, Avill not restore peace. 
Nor can it be expected that th^ people will be orderly and quiet under their present 
burden of taxation when they see the State treasurer, who, a little more than two 
years ago, and before he began to handle their hard-earned i^ioney, could scarcely buy 
a pair of boots, now dashing through Columbia in one of the finest vehicles in the State, 
behind a pair of $1,000 horses, with gold-mounted harness on them, and four other fancy 
nags standing in his stable ; boasting the value of his diamonds and the amount of 
stocks he owns. And this is only one out of a dozen similar cases ; while members of 
the legislature incite riots, then are appointed to investigate those riots, draw from 
the treasury their §7,500 at a time, for services not rendered, and put it in their 
pockets without let or hinderance. Would it not make the most pure Christian in the 
world commit bloody deeds, when he saw himself and family so robbed ? It is not the 
overthrow of the government the people demand, but that it shall be purified. 

"Nor can w^e think with the News that 'the Ivu-Klux is a mere handful.' We be- 
lieve it is a formidable organization — formidable in numbers, discipline, and daring, 
and increasing daily. W^e speak thus plainly our opinion, because we believe their 
power is underrated, hence the means adopted for their suppression will be inefiicieut, 
indiscreet, and not such as will disband them. In our oi)inion, the best way to break 
them up would be to first break up the gang of thieves now plundering the State, 
then put into State, county, and judicial offices only such men as are capable aud 
honest, and elect a virtuous and intelligent legislature that will show some resi)ect for 
the feelings, opinions, and interests of the white property-owners and tax-payers of 
the State. 13ring that power to bear against the Ku-Klux, and we believe it will rout 
them completely. At any rate it is worth a trial." 



UxiONViLLE, South Carolina, Julij 17, 1871 
JAMES B. STEADMAN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Where do you reside ? 
Answer, In this place. 
Question, What is your occupation ? 
Answer. I am a lawyer. 
Question, How long have you resided here ? 

Answer. About fourteen years. I married in this place and made my home here. 
Question, Are you a mative of this State ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; of Charleston. 

Question. The duty imposed upon the committee is to inquire into tlie condition of 
the late insurrectionary States, so far as it relates to the administration of the law, and 
the security of life, person, and property in them. We desire to get from you what 
Information you can give us upon those subjects, especially as relating to this portion 
of this State. * 

Answer. I know nothing of my own knowledge of any disturbances in this county ; 
that is, I have never seen, never witnessed any violations of the law. I have no doubt, 
however, from common reputation, from notoriety, that there have been some acts of 
violence and lawlessness in this county, and I desire to state what, in my judgment or 
opinion, has given rise to these acts, and that they have not, in any way, originated 
from any feeling of hostility to the General Government of the United States. I desire 
to give those facts within my knowledge, with that explanation which I think-^ — 

Mr. Van Trump. You can not only give facts within your knowledge, but anything 
that is so current that you believe it ; from public reports, from general reputation of 
the existence of causes, «fec. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. We have this morning examined Mr. Shand, of this place, and I suppose it 
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is the desire of the comiiiittce to avoid ^oiug over the same f:^'ound with different wit- 
nesses. 80 fjir as the causes are eoiieerued, are you pretty well acquainted with the 
views that ho entertains on this subject ? Have yon conversed with him ? 

Answer. We have spoken together. 

(Jmstiou. I mean on this general question ? 

AHuvrr. 1 think I am iu possession of ^Mr. Shand's views as to the causes which have 
h'd to this state of things. I do not know whether my views are the same as Ids or 
not. 

ijtu'}<tt()u. Then go on and state as hriefly as you can what you wish to say on this 
snl»ject. 

AnsHcr. I think, sir, that the acts to which I have alluded have originated iu the 
general ftnding of insecurity which has prevailed for some years past iu the commu- 
nity. The lirst cause of that feeling of insecurity that I would mention is, in my judg- 
ment, the hostile attitude of the colored militia of the State, in this county, to the white 
]ieople. And 1 will stale now those facts which have evinced that feeling of hostility. 
First is one with wliich I was to some extent connected, which was known as the 
(Unuonstration at Hill's, about eight miles below this town. It was a military demon- 
stration headed by a man by the name of John Bates, a colored man, and all who par- 
ticipated in it, so far as I was told, were colored men. Quite a large body, probably 
seven huudred or a thousand men, mustered on that day; I cannot be certain as to the 
number, for I speak only from information yv'hich came to me from persons who were 
there ; but a vei y large number. 

Question. Just tix the date of that if you can. 

Ausiver. \Vell, sir, I am going pretty far back. My recollection is that that was in 
\cQ>^. These orders were issued — orders were read as coming from the government, 
organizing these troops, directing them to be armed and nomiliatiug their officers, 
lullamniatory speeches against the whites were made by Bates and others, and an order 
was issued that they should assemble with arms at Union Court-Houseou the succeed- 
ing Saturday. That occurred on Saturday. They were to meet en masscj with arms, at 
Union Court-House on tlie succeeding Saturday. There happened to be the editor of 
our paper present ; not ^Ir. Stokes, the present editor, but the man who had the i^aper 
before him, Mr. ^McKnight, and other white gentlemen, who heard from those present 
that the object of their assembling here was to liberate from the jail certain colored 
men who were incarcerated there for crime, and it was also freely stated that they 
intended to help themselves from the stores of the town. One store particularly was 
mentioned — Dr. Bennett's store. The men who were present considered the matter as 
so alarming that they came up to the court-house and informed ns on Sunday morning 
of what had occurred. It was necessary in order to communicate with the governor 
that we should send down on Monday morning, for we had then only tri-weekly trains. 
AVe assembled on Sunday. The community assembled on Sunday, and drew up a report 
of what we had heard, and sent those who had informed us with others of the com- 
mittee, as a committee, down to Governor Scott, and their information to me is that 
while they w^ere iu communication with Governor Scott, the senator from the county, 
Mr. Duncan, came in and read to the governor a letter from a negro man from this com- 
munity, stating that there would be a fight at Union Court-House on the succeeding 
Saturday. These facts being known, Governor Scott thought there would be a difti- 
calty, and he sent up an officer or an agent and required John Bates to report to him iu 
Columbia, and ordered the colored militia not to parade with guns ; that they could 
parade, but not with guns. That was the first matter of an alarming character that 
1 remember which excited the community. There were then armed demonstrations 
in the neighborhood of Simmestown, not far from the same place. I do not know of 
my own knowledge what this consisted of, but I expect there will be testimony before 
the committee in regard to it. A short time afterward these difficulties culminated 
iu a collision between the blacks and white people, at Santuck, about six miles below 
here. I was not present, but I was acting as a magistrate, and summoned down by !Mr. 
Hubbard, the agent sent here by Governor Scott to assist him in his investigation. 
I went down. We made no formal investigation. He satisfied himself, as he told me, 
that the facts all showed that the colored people were entirely to blame, and that he 
would make such a report to Governor Scott, and he would make no formal investi- 
gation—swear no witnesses. He did make a report exculpating the white people 
altogether. That culminated in a fight with guns, in which some white people were 
wounded and more colored people. The colored people were driven off. 

Question, W^hat was the exciting cause that led to that collision ? 

Ansiver. The same John Bates, who was at that time a i)rominent militaiy candi- 
date 

By Mr. Tax Trump: 

Question, A colored man ? 

Ansrver. Yes, sir; he had ordered his body-guard — he always went about with an 
armed body— to assemble at Santuck on that day, as he would be up from Columbia, 
and Governor Scott, with arms, I believe, or provisions — something the colored people 
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were to receive. They assembled with arms, and in the morning there was a fight 
"between a white man and .'i colored man on the gronnd — nothing of importance, but it 
seemed to add to the bitterness prevailing ; and when Bates arrived, some old gentle- 
men on the place went to the colored men and begged them to withdraw, as there was 
a heated conversation going on, and they had better withdraw. They consented to do 
60, and while leaving, one colored man turned and fired his gun, loaded with shot, into 
the body of white men, wounding not less than two. I issued the warrant for the 
apprehension of the man who fired, and took the affidavits of those who were wounded. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was that followed by a trial : you say you issued wan-ants ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. With what result ? 

Answer. The negroes were released on bail, and I do not think there was ever a trial. 
Question. That was in this county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they boimd over to appear at court ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why were they not tried ? 

Answer. I do not know at all. If I ever knew the facts, they have escaped me now. 
We have a very active solicitor, and, of course, it would be entirely with him ; I do 
not know ; indeed, I cannot say whether tney were tried or not. If my recollection 
is correct, they were not tried. I do not remember to have heard the trial ; and if 
they had been tried, I would probably have been present. 

Question. Who was the prosecutor I 

Answa\ The man who was shot. Governor Scott at that time sent Mr. Hubbard, the 
chief constable, up, who made the investigation and published the report. 
Question. You have stated that the negroes were armed ? 
Answer. Ves, sir. 

Question. Were they armed with State arms ? 

Anstver. I do not remember whether State arms had been issued to them or not. 
Question. Had any been issued in 1868 "? 

Anstce)\ This was later than 1868 ; but I think State arms had not been issued then. 
Question. Then the arms they had, according to your belief, were their own private 
i^roperty? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were the whites there ajmed also ? 

Ansiver. The whites had no guns,Mt seems, but pistols were drawn, and they defended 
themselves with pistols ; that is my information ; they had no guns, so far as my infor- 
mation went. 

Question. What was the occasion of the white men assembling ? 

Anstcer. It was a depot. I do not remember notw whether it was a public day or not, 
but I am satisfied, and so was Mr. Hubbard at the time, that the whole thing was 
unpremeditated so far as the white people were concerned. If I am not mistaken, a 
democratic club met at Santuck, and that was their day of meeting, but I am not 
certain. 

Question. Was there any evidence of premeditation on either side ? 
Ansiver. Not on either side, so far as I ani aware. 

Question. It was a sudden outbreak, owing to this man discharging his gnu in the 
way you spoke of? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Go on with your general statement. 

Answer. W^ell, another cause, then, of that feeling of uneasiness which prevailed in 
the community was the general insecurity. I am addressing myself rather now to the 
attitude of the militia. There were then,' and more recently, a number of attacks upon 
private individuals, and upon houses, which were traced directly to the militia, or which 
amounts to the same thing for my purpose ; it was believed generally in the community 
that it was traced to the militia. I will name some instances which occurred within 
my own recollection : An attack on the coroner of the county, Mr. John Henry Gall- 
man, whose house was fired into, and members of his family very nearly shot. I think 
one of the balls struck the bed in which some of the members of his family were lying. 
If I am net mistaken, copper cartridges, which accompanied the fixed ammunition of 
the militia, were found on the outside of the house ; that is my recollection. 

By IMr. Van Trump ; 
Question. Exploded? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir, exploded ; I do not remember now the facts which caused the com- 
munity generally to believe that members of the militia had made the attack ; but that 
certainly was the impression that prevailed, and at that time it seemed to me very 
well founded. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question. Were negroes organized as militta at that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Another was the attack on the house of 11. T. Hughes in the neigh- 
borhood of th(* court-house here. He was driven away from his house, compelled to 
take refuge in llight. They called at his house for him, but he was gone, and members 
of the militia were recognized. Mr. Ninian Leech, a young gentleman from Virginia, 
and almost a stranger in the community, who had not been on here more than six 
months, and who was farming in the neighborhood, passing from town, was fired at. 1 
give you his statement to me. He was tired at from the house where the militia were 
meeting on that night. He went back and demanded w^hy he was shot at, and charged 
them with the fact, and there was no denial ; but he did not find out w^ho fired, and. 
never prosecuted. I find it diflicult to recall them ; there were, however, a good many 
other instances of that kind. I am not speakmg of those that occuiTcd just around 
the court-house. 

By Mr. Van Tpx^Air : 
Question. Of course you mean court-house in southern i)hrase for county seat? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in this town. (Producing a paper.) I will refresh my memory here 
Mr. Frank Gregory — but I will not mention that, as he may be a witness himself. 
Question. You had better state it briefly, as w^e will call very few witnesses. 
Answer. He was stopped, if I am not mistaken, by members of the militia. 
Question. In a threatening manner ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he was halted at night upon the road, while he was iiassing on 
tlie road. He was a peace ofilcer at that time, if I am not mistaken. 
Question. AVhat demonstration did the negroes make ? 

Answer. 'My recollection of his case is rather vague; I think, however, they sto^jped 
him and he came in and complained that in the discharge of his duty he had been, 
alarmed by the action of the members of the militia, who were skulking through tho 
woods with their guns, and had halted him. 

Question. Go on to the next case. 

Ansicer. These other cases I will let other gentlernen speak of. I have sjioken of the 
cases that came more immediately under my own observation. Another thing which 
l^roduced an impression in the community that this armed militia were contemplating 
acts of violence, and which put them to some extent in terror, and particularly and 
most especially our ladies, in fact which kept them in a state of chronic alarm, 
was that these members of the militia always went with their guns and their accou- 
tcrments. You never met them on the highway but they had their guns. When they 
came to town they brought their guns with them ; it was exceedingly unusual. It 
was not caused by any similar demonstratiou on the part of the whites, so far as I was 
aware. 

By tlie CiiAiR?.iAN : 
Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. Those are some of the facts which produced the feeling that the attitude of 
tlie militia was hostile, and w liich led, I think, in a great measure, to that feeling of 
insecurity which afterward culminated in certain acts of violence. Another cause which 
led to the same state of feeling was the low character and tho oppressive conduct of 
our officials, especially our magistrates, who were generally colored men of no educa- 
tion and no character ; and in the discharge of their duty they were in the habit of 
violating every known x^rinciple of practice in the investigation of cases. I will state 
a fact myself which comes within my knowledge. I was called on by a gentleman of 
respectability and position to defend'him on a charge of assault and battery before Mr. 
Walker, who w'as one of these colored men who was afterward taken out of the jail 
and murdered. He was a magistrate here at that time. He himself examined the 
witnesses to prove the offense, and when I undertook to cross-examine, he declined to 
permit me to do it, stating that he had already examined the witness. He would not 
permit me to ask any questions, and when I brought up witnesses, colored men, and 
they refused to answer my questions, he declined to assist me in comi^elling them to 
testify. He refused for some time to allow me to address the jury, but finally consented. 
I addressed the jury. We admitted the assault and battery ; that is, we admitted that 
the party had chastised the negro boy ; that we admitted, but proved that he had 
simply struck one blow with a switch to prevent the negro from killing or beating a 
hog. He struck him a slight blow with a switch. We therefore justified. Mr. W^alker 
charged the jury that they were obliged to convict because the party had admitted 
rhat he struck a blow. The jury as divided, I was told afterward, and could not 
for some time come to a verdict. Mr. Walker entered the room and told them they 
must tind him guilty, and they did so. I afterward got from some members of the 
jury the fact that Mr. Walker told them that they must find so. That came within 
my knowledge. I will state, as a notorious fact, that the magistrates and constables 
at that time were men of no character whatsoever, or rather of very bad reputation, 
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who did not have the confidence of the people, and whose acts were oppressive. I will 
HOW state something that I do not know positively, hut it is the general impressiou 
and has heen one of those things which led to that feeling of insecurity, that is, the re- 
fusal of Governor Scott to accci>t white companies into his militia when offered to him 
nnder the law. That is the impression which prevails in the community. Names 
have been given to me, but I can state the fact that white companies were offered to 
him, offering in all respects to comply with the law, and they were declined because 
they were white men. I do not know that that reason was given, but, while the 
colored companies were accepted, the quota made up of colored men, there were no 
white companies accepted. 

Question, Do you wish it to be given as your impression that they were declined 
simply because they were white men ? 

Ansivcr, Because they were white men of a different political party, perhaps I would 
Xmt it, from Governor Scott. I do not believe the governor would have declined their 
services if they had been white men of his own party. 

Jjj Jilr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do you know how many negro companies were actually armed in Union 
County ? 

Answer, I cannot say, sir, that I know the number. I think, however, that a regi- 
ment was made up in the county. There were two companies generally about the 
court-house that I know of. There was a regiment in the county. 

By the Chair^vlix : 

Question. Is that the end of the general statement you wished to make ? 

Anstvcr. I will state some other facts in that connection. Another cause which led 
to the same feeling in the community was the insecurity of property ; the number of 
burnings which had taken place; the fact that larcenies were of constant occurrence, 
and that, when parties were convicted of crime, they were released from confinement 
by the executive. I will state one fact to show this committee the condition of things 
existing hero at that time. It is the custom in this country for all persons to cure 
their own meat. We bacon our hogs ; that is, we purchase hogs coming from Tennessee, 
and every family, rich and poor, has its smoke-house. If there is a single exception 
where the smoke-house of any family in this town was not broken into I do not know 
it. I will make the broad assertion, subject, perhaps, to one or two occasional excep- 
tions, of which I am not aware, that every smoke-house in this town during that 
period w^as broken open. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question, And meat taken ? 

Anstcer, And meat taken ; broken open and robbed, sometimes stripi^ed of its whole 
contents. In other cases, not so much stolen. Mine was broken into and all my 
neighbors'. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. By whom? 

Answer. I cannot teU ; but the general impression was, however, that it was by the 
colored population. 

Question. Had you the same class of white population we see about your hotels 
now ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Go on. 

An8^^'cr. But so far as I know, before that period, and I am racking my recollection 
now, I know of no smoke-house in this community that had been broken open; but, 
during the course of, say, seventeen months, every smoke-house in this town was broken 
into. Burglar guns were being bought 

By 3Ir. Van Tru.-mp : 

Question. In that connection, do yoti, or not, know the fact, from the investigation of 
the report of the superintendent of the penitentiary giving a Hst of the number of con- 
victs and offenses for which they were imprisoned, that about eight or ten black men 
were in for larceny to one white man ? 

Answer. I do not know that fact myself, but I know from my own connection witli 
the administration of justice that that is the proportion. Our larcenies are generally 
brought to the colored men. It is an uncommon thing for a larceny to be brought 
home to a white man. There was recently a burglary by a white man in this commu- 
nity, and it awakened a gi i at deal of attention. That is the only ease I know of. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Go on with your statement. 

Answer. 1 have mentioned the fact, I believe, that there have been a number of 
.fires in different parts of the county. 
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Ly Mr. Van Tnou' : 
Qucsiio7i. If you cau, enumerate them as brietiy as possible, 

Anstvei'. I can enumerate some. The Rev. Mr. James Jeter had his cotton-gin burnt, 
with all the crop of the year. Mr, A. G. iMebins had his barn and stables burned, with 
all the contents. He lost his horses as well as the contents of his barn. Negroes were 
convicted here of that crimo ; it was brought home to the colored population. Captain 
Walker had his dwelling-house burnt, and the man who burnt it was one Tom Byars, a 
colored man, who was convicted here and sent to the penitentiary for, I think, ten 
years. Ho was released by Governor Scott within a short time. He was one of those 
whose lives were taken by disguised persons. He was, by the evidence, connected with 
this murder of Stevens. 

Question. Are you through with burnings ? 

Answer. There was a burning of Colonel Young's stables with all the contents, iuclud- 
iug ahorse, burnt in this town. The perpetrators have never been discovered so far as 
I know. I noticed this afterward — some appearance of lire was there and I had some 
conversation about it. 

Question. Is it or not a fact that an attempt was made to fire the town, or at least to 
fire a very dry frame building between these two very large hotels, within a few days ? 

Ansim-. within three weeks, perhaps. There had been a previous effort, as we sup- 
pose, to burn the town, just here in the heart of the town, some months ago. A house 
svas found on fire, of which the walls had been drenched with kerosene oil. The 
house was in fall blaze when it was put out. It was supposed then that it was an at- 
tempt to burn the town. It was down among these principal stores. 

By the CnAmM.i2f : 
Question. Was it traced to anybody ? 
Answer, No, sir, not that I am aware. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. What was the character of the buildings between those two hotels you 
alluded to ? 

Answer. I was not here at the time, but was just returning and heard about it only 
by hearsay ; that it was an effort to burn ; it was not an accidental burning, there can 
be no question. 

By the C^AIRMA^' : 
Question. Was that second instance traced to anybody? 

Answer. If it has been it is in the hands of the officers and I am not aware of it. 
Suspicions I believe have been directed to certain parties, but who they are I have not 
inquired. It is hoped that the perpetrators will be discovered. 

Question, Go on with your statement. 

Answer. xVnother thing which led to this feeling of insecurity in the community were 
the inflammatory harangues in public by colored orators and parties in connection with 
them; threats to burn ; threats to murder ; inflammatory appeals to the violent pas- 
sions of the mob. Now, I have not been present at any of these harangues. I am only 
speaking of them from general reputation. I did tax one of them, who had been a ser- 
vant in my fiimily, with having made such a speech, and he admitted that he had used 
the language which I had heard. That was a threat to make these hills flow with 
blood and to whiten the valleys with bones if they did not accomx)lish their ends. It 
was a man named Abram Duggan. 

Question. State in full what the threat was ; what were the ends he said they were 
going to accomplish ? 

Answer. My recollection is^ that his party should carry the election or these hills 
wouhl be drenched with blood and these valleys whiten with bones. That was the 
knowledge I received. 

Question. Is that what he told you ? 

Answer, I asked him afterwards and he told me he had. I asked him why he had 
•ised such language. He said he did not mean anything by it, but that he had been in 
the habit of hearing such figures of speech and thought there was no harm in using it. 

Question, You say ho had been your servant ? 

Answer. He had been the servant of my father-in-law — the same family as myself. 
Question. What was his character ? 

Answer. His character was excellent as a slave but very bad since. He was a mem ber 
of the convention, and was arrested in Charleston and put in jail for robbing a brother 
member of the convention. 

By ilr. Van Troip : 
Question. This one robbing another colored man ? 

Answer. They were staying in the same room. That man accused him of robbing him 
and he was put in jail, and he told me that he got out of jail by paying the man he waa 
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cliarged with having stolen from and was let off. That is his statement to me. lie was 
one of the members of the conyention that adoj^ted our present constitution. 

By the Chaikman : 

Question. You say he said he had Iieard such languao^e as that from others ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; that he suj)posed it was all right because he had been in the habit 
of hearing that kind of language on the stump. 

Question. Did j^ou hear language of that kind attributed to any eminent gentlemen 
of this State on the stump ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. You think he could not have heard it from any eminent gentleman on the 
other side of the question ? ^ 

A nsicer. Language of that kind — that we would carry our points or we would whiten 
these valleys with bones, I hardly think any white man who respected the community 
in which he lived would have used. There may be low men who would use language 
of that kind in moments of excitement. 

Question. I infer from what you say that the language had attracted the negro, and 
that he really did not know much about what it meant. You say he declared that he 
did not mean anything by it ? 

Answer. So he told me. That was his explanation when I taxed him with his 
language. 

By Mr. Van Tr.U3ip : 

Question. Was that case of robbing the trunk in Charleston compromised after an 
arrest and prosecution ? 
Answer. Yes sir ; he was in jail. 

Question. It was permitted to,be so arranged by the officers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he was released upon payment of the amount which it was alleged 
ho had taken from the trunk. He rested under the imputation about two years, and 
quite recently came to my ofiSce and wanted to bring an action of slander against men 
who had charged him with breaking open the trunk. I told him, of course, that he 
ought to have taken steps at that time if he desired to sustain his character. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did he repel the imputation ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; ho rested under it. 

Question. When he came to you why did he wish to bring an action of slander ? 

Answer. He then denied it, two years afterwards. I happened to be in Charleston on 
the day he was released, and he told me he desired to see me, that he was in trouble. 
I saw in the newspaper, after I saw him, which was just after I landed in the city, that 
he had been charged with this offense and put in jail. I suppose it was on that busi- 
ness that he wanted to see me, but he did not come near me in the city, nor after I re- 
turned home for a long time. 

Question. You were going on with the subject of incendiaries ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Will you go on with it ? 

Ansicer, There are others who have heard these speeches of colored men as well as 
white men, but I only state the fact that one thing that led to the feeling of insecurity 
was the impression in the community, well-founded or not, that colored orators, and 
others in affinity with them, were making incendiary speeches. I heard the instance 
of a Mr. Phifer, as coming from his own father-in-law, who was in the habit of advising 
uegroes in his speeches to apply the torch, and the phrase that matches were cheap 
was said to be current among them. Of course these speeches were generally made 
when we were not present, and I ftm not able to slate it as a fact ; but the impression 
which x)revailed that those speeches were made, w as one cause which led to the feeling 
of insecurity in the community, and the probable organization of bodies to resist acts 
of violence and to repel them. Another thing was the importation of men into our 
community, understood to be of desperate character, by Governor Scott. 

Question. Into this community ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I suppose you gentlemen have seen that fact noticed in the papers 
— the importation of twenty-live or thirty- New York roughs into this county, armed 
with Winchester rifles, and employed as a special constabulary force. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 
Question. Is that the Kenigan matter? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was one of those things which led to this feeling in the commu 
nity and which preceded it. 

By the Ch iirman : 
Question. Proceed with your statement. 

Answer. 1 think I come down now, sir, to those particular acts of outrage in the com- 
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muliity, aiul I cxi)ect that Mr. Sband lias noticed them, and I will not ro])Ciifc anything 
that he has said. I think the first instance of Violence was the death of A. B. Owens. 
My recollection is that that was the first I had heard of the Kn-Klux ; hut never as 
ix'iiig in this comity or this conntiy, until about the time of the death of A. B. Owens. 
That was i)robably the first act of violence, my own imi)ression is, and I give it you 
only as my impression. J knew Mv. Owens very well. He was a client of mine. I had 
extensive business transactions with him, and had a case involving a great deal pend- 
ing at tlie time of his death. I am sure I have no prejudice against him, but I believe 
Mr. Owens was obnoxious to the community in which he lived, for reasons outside of 
his political aliinities altogether; that if Mr. Owens had acted in the same way, and 
liad been the strongest kind of a democrat, he would, in all probability, have- been 
visited. I give it as my impression. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Qiicsfion. What was his course that lu'ought that state of feeling against him? 

Answer, I can only tell you what I have heard before his death and afterward, per- 
haps the greater portion of it before. It w as stated that he was in the habit ot assem- 
bling men of bad character — men of very low character — a great many colored men — 
at his house in the night-time ; that from the time of his assembling them, crime was 
found to be on the increase in his neighborhood ; that a great many offenses, it was 
alleged, took place, and the proportion of crimes in that country was considgrably 
increased ; that threats, written threats were suiiposed to be traced to him, that certain 
designated houses would be burned ; but I think that the fact which will probably be 
established here, which infuriated certain parties against him more than any other, was 
that he is said to have whipped in a cruel manner his wife, a lady of excellent character, 
for remonstrating with him against bringing into his family men of that character. 
Whether that is a fact or not I cannot tell, but it was i^eely circulated before his death 
that ho had whipped her in a barbarous manner for remonstrating with him for such 
conduct, I know. 

Question, What houses did he threaten to burn ? 

^Uisiver. I do not know it in detail. 

Qnesilon. Do you recollect to what particular party the owners belonged ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. They were generally houses of democrats, I think. 1 believe that 
Dr. Fowlei^s house was one of those threatened. I do not remember the name of any 
other. It is some distance from here, with Pacolet River between us ; and there is 
indeed very little communication between that country and this; but those were the 
reports that existed. 

By the Chairman : • 
Question, Well, sir, proceed. 

^Luswer. Xow, the next thing that I remember, and that which showed us that there 
was an organization of some character existing somewhere, whether in this county or 
within communication of this place, was the breaking into the jail at Union. I know 
nothing of that from my own knowledge. On both occasions when the jail was broken 
open, I was not aware of it nntil the morning afterward. I had no knowledge of it 
at all until aftervrard; but I do know the facts which, I think, led to the breaking 
into the jail. I do not intend to say that in ray judgment they warranted those acts 
of violence at all. I believe that they have been most unwarranted and most unfor- 
tunate ; but still I desire to explain them and the reasons which led to them, which, 
in my judgment, as a man speaking upon his oath, are traced to causes entirely outside 
of any i)olitical reasons. I believe the same conduct in persons of any party would 
haveied to the same punishment. Mr. fehand, I sujipose, has told the committee of the 
nmrder of Jtlatt. Stevens. 

By Mr, Van Trump : 

Question, Yes, sir; and as I want to shorten the examination, if you have a thorough 
knowledge of the facts as testified to, I will not call anybody eI§o in the matter. 

Answ€7'. I assisted the coroner in investigating the facts, and was afterward present 
at the trial and heard all the testimony. l)o you desire that I should tell the story of 
:Matt. Stevens's death ? 

Qitestion. Yes, sir, as briefly as you -can and not omitting any of the facts which were 
testified to*in that examination. 

Ansiccr. I cannot tell you the exact date of it at this time. It was, however, on 
Sunday night. Matt. Stevens, returning from a place about eight miles above here, in 
his wagon, with another white man in company, w^as stopped by a considerable body 
of colored men under arms — being, perhaps, without exception, all of them members 
of the militia companies and acting under the orders of their officers — was ordered to 
give up to them a barrel of whisky which he had in the wagon. On his declining to 
<lo so — he gave them what spirits he had about his person, a bottle full, and told them 
the balance did not belong to him ; if they got it they must pay him for it. Upon his 
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declining to give it up and driving on, tliey leveled their gnus at him and fired several 
ronnds. The number of shots is variously estimated. There Tvere about thirty or 
forty men in the company. They were all upon the road, drawn up in line. They 
fired several rounds at him. He jumped down, hallooing to them to stop ; that he had 
stopped his wagon and they could have the whisky ; and ran into a little shanty, occu- 
pied by colored people, on the road-side. His companion, Mr. Roberson, jumped out 
of the wagon on the opposite side and escaped into tlie woods. The men surrounded 
the house; the negro women implored them not to come in; they drew their guns 
down, leveled their bayonets and swore they would enter over their bodies if neces- 
sary ; did pass into the house ; took him from under the bed, where he was concealed 
and had taken shelter, dragged him out — he begging for mercy ; one of them drew back 
the butt of his gun and struck him in the moutli. lie begged them to have mercy upon 
him, reminding them that he was a one-arm man ; had "done them no harm ; had a 
wife and family and was poor. They delegated three men to talce him olf and shoot 
him. One man swore here that he went uy) and begged them to have mercy upon him. 
They told him that if he did not hush they would kill him. They did take him oft 
some few hundred yards from the road and shot him through the head, and shot hiiu 
through the body, with their muskets. The bones of his body were crushed; his 
head was blown through ; the fixed ammunition of the militia was found about his 
person. Members of the militia testified before the jurors' inquest that they were 
ordered out — they were ordered out by their officers, and one of them, a momber of the 
militia, living in my yard, told me that his officer ordered him out, and when he ask^d, 
" What are you going to do ? " he said, We are going to mug a man." 
Question. Mug? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; meaning, I suppose, murder. The negroes so understood it that 
that was their purpose ; that they were going to mug a man. He got away from them 
and he was not among those wllo shot Stevens. They threw his body over a fence, and 
there it was found the next morning by those who went there. They took away so 
much whisky as they could carry, and emptied the rest on the road. Stevens, as I 
have said, was a young man, one-armed, peaceable, and a favorite in the community. 
I desire now to state that fact, that Stevens was a man who was beloved for his 
excellent character, for his obliging disposition, for his amiable temper. 

Question. How did he lose his arm ? 

Answer. In the army. 

Question. Been a confederate soldier ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He was not obnoxious in any way, as I have ever heard, on account 
of politics — an inoffensive, harmless man, who was liked by the whole community foi' 
his obliging and kindly temper and disposition, from the pleasure with which he did 
acts of kindness. He was a favorite for all these reasons in the community. 
Question. Was he a democrat ? 
, Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a democrat in principle and always voted with our party. 
His murder, under these awful circumstances, created a very considerable excitement 
in the whole community. It was felt- that Stevens was murdered because he was a 
white man, and it was believed that those who went out on that occasion had gone out 
to murder the first white man whom they met ; that was the belief. We have never 
been able to find out why they went out on that occasion. The witnesses here who 
were put upon the stand say they did not know that they were summoned out by their 
officers to go with arms and assemble at a certain point. This one man who came to 
me afterward and let me know what connection he had had with it, in order that I 
might make his statement if his name was in any way connected with these matters, 
who is a member of the militia and a radical, always votes with the radical party, told 
me he was informed of their object in going was to mug a man. They did arrest a 
white man on the road named Scott, but I believe that Scott had either voted with the 
radical party or was supposed to sympathize with that party, and the witness, th<^ 
colored man, testified that when they slopped him the leader said, " No, that is Scott ; 
let him pass on." The next one was Stevens, and he was killed. His body was found 
on Sunday morning. A good deal of feeling arose in the community and it was thought 
unsafe to permit the militia to carry their guns. We believed it was a duty whicli 
we owed to ourselves and to our families to take guns from men who wouid use them 
in that way, and whdse officers had such influence over them ; and their guns, wherever 
we could find them, were taken awayMn a quiet, peaceable manner, and an elfort 
was made to arrest those Avhose names were connected by the testimony witli the 
transaction. One or two men were identified immediately by certain facts — I tliiiik 
some whisky found in their possession — and they began to give the names to admit 
that they had been present, and to give the names of those who had committed the 
murder, and a good many arrests were made in the course of that day. That night Mv. 
Dan. Smith, who was acting under a warrant from the acting coroner here, called at a 
house in the town to make an arrest and was refused admittance. Now, as I say, I was 
present at the investigation before the coroner and took down the testimony. The 
witnesses swore that when they knocked for admission, those inside asked what they 



SOUTH CAROLINA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



1019 



Ti'atited, ami they were told that they had a warrant and desired to enter. They were 
told that they conld not come in. They said they wonld come in. One of them strnck 
a blow npon \he door, not snflicient to break it or shatter it in any way, l)ut showing- 
his intention to come in, and they immediately began firing from the inside. The 
depnty sherilf was mortally wonndcd and died a f(?w days afterward. The lire was 
then iVtnrned. A good many citizens then, I think, collected,. or xieihaps this party 
may have numbered several ; anyhow the tiring continued. My house was in the im- 
mediate neighborhood, and the tiring continued some littlo time. There were probably 
forty or lifty shots on both sides. I here were two other casualties ; one was wounded 
and afterward died. He had been previously wbunded by a colored man in tlie com- 
munity. I am inclined to think, though, that theStatebelieved that he came to his death 
by a shot from the outside. Another man was wounded and has since recovered. Well, 
ISmith died, not, however, before the jail was fust broken into, but he was mortally 
wounded. That was on Sunday. Let me mention just here a fact which comes within 
my knowledge; that collision took place at what is known as the Yellow House. 
Question, You mean the collision where Smith was killed? 

Anaiver. Yes, sir. It is just here in our town, and the railroad passes immediately by 
it— the railroad cut — and runs to Main street, just over at the depot and marble-yard. 
My wife and mj'self were returning from chuch on Sunday night — the night of the day 
Stevens's body was found. He was killed on Saturday, and as we crossed Maiu street 
at the cut, three colored men, in militia uniform, with militia guns — for it was bright 
enough for me to see that they were militia guns and had militia uniform ; one of them 
even had his white clothes — come from that Yellow House in the railroad cut, and as 
they got to Main street we crossed, and seeing them stop, we looked at them. As they 
got to Main street one of them, who seemed to be in command of the others, gave the 
command, Double-quick, march," and they ran up in this direction, and we lost 
sight of tliem. I did not make that fact generally known. I do not know that I made 
the statement at all, but ^t convinced me that they were prepared in the Yellow House 
to resist, that night, any arrests that might be attempted to be made. I will state the 
fact, anyhow, for what it is worth ; I saw it. Those two things occurring one after the 
other, produced considerable commotion in the community. And on Wednesday after- 
wards the jail was broken into, I always understood by disguised men, and five men, I 
think, were taken out; two, 1 think, were killed; three made their escape. One who 
was killed was the magistrate Walker, whose name, in the investigation before the 
coroner's inquest, became prominentlyassociated with the calling out of the militia tha^ 
night. The other was Charver Stevens, or Herndon — the man who summoned out the 
negro man on my i)remises, and said they were going to mug a man. Both of them were 
prominently associated with the murder of Matt. Stevens. The others were— one man 
who it was alleged shot Smith, the sheriff; the other man was a man who was after- 
wards proved in the investigation here to have been cai)tain of the band on that night, 
and who murdered Stevens, and the fifth I don't remember just now. I think live 
were taken out, two shot, and three got away. They were not prominent as radicals, 
as I know of. Walker was the magistrate here who had made himself very obnoxious 
from his acts of oppression, and who was^rst believed to have been the organizer of 
that band, upon that occasion, he and June Mobley, a member of the legislature. 

Que^iion. Another colored man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I desire to say that, in my belief, they were taken out of the jail 
and executed in that way illegally, but that it was done, not because of their politics, 
but because they had committed one, an inhuman murder, one of the most appalling 
and outrageous murders I have ever heard of, and had murdered another man in the 
attempted discharge of his duty in making arrests. That, following upon all these 
other things that 1 have mentioned, increased the feeling of insecurity which had for 
a long time pervaded the community. Kow I desire to state a fact just there, which 
will show this committee how this communitj^ felt upon that subject here. I have 
stated now what led to the execution of these x>risoncrvS, and I do not believe that any 
one who had been present could have heard the facts of that murder, as they Avere 
developed before the coroner's inquest, and afterward in the court-liouse, and have 
had any sympathy with these men. They deserved death; but I want to state this 
fact, that on the day after the jail was broken open the first time, the community 
assembled together, white and black, in the i>ublic hall of this t'nvn. By white and 
black I mean persons of both paities, prominent radicals and i)rominent democrats ; 
that we called for a free interchange of opinions. The negroes made speeches, made 
their remarks; wciilltook counsel together, as to what was the proper plan to stop 
this lawlessness, and at the same time remove the causes which we believe had led to 
ifc. W e agreed that the best plan wa's to call upon Governor Scott to have troops sent 
here to quiet the feelmg of apprehension which prevailed. Kesolutions were therefore 
passed, and a committee sent down to Governor Scott, asking him to send a garrison, 
which would produce a feeling of security, and which would prevent lawlessness, both, 
on the part of the blacks and whites, and at the same time we denounced the lawlessness 
which had taken place ; that is, we denounced the violence which had culminated hero in 



1020 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



taking these men from the jail. VvHien I say we, I mean the most prominent gentlemen 
in the community Avere those ayIid took that step. They reprehended what had taken 
place as an act of violence. We did more than that. We organized ourselves by sign- 
ing our names to a paper that we would protect the prisoners in the jail from further 
violence. until troops could be sent up by Governor Scott. That paper was signed by 
whites and blacks, indiscriminately in the community, l)y persons of both parties. We 
divided ourselves into three reliefs, and Ave took charge, one relief at a time, of the 
town and the jail for a considerable i)eri.od afterwards. Every third night we would 
stay up the whole night, and it was in Avinter, protecting the town from outrages 
which we were led to expect from the colored people, but more especially protecting 
the jail — protecting the colored persons in the jail, to show parties Avherever they were, 
or whoever they were, that they Avould not be allowed to break ojien the jail of the 
county. That thing continued until, in our judgment — in tlie judgment of the prom- 
inent gentlemen of the town — the excitement had died away and there Avas no further 
reason to fear that the jail would be opened again. Now I Avill state one fact 
there. I had charge of the jail on the night after Dan. Smith died. The murderer of 
Smith — the man Avho shot him — had escaped the first raid, and liad been apprehended, 
and was again in jail. We feared that, as Smith Avas a man universally beloA^ed, of 
excellent character, above reproach, a good man, and as he died, that possibly his mur- 
derer might be taken out, and Ave feared a demonstration that night. I had, as I haA'e 
said, a body of some thirty or forty men under me. I arranged with the community 
generally, and I did so noAV in good faith Avith them. I saw them and asked their ad- 
vice privately, and told them that maintaining the jail against odds, I was satisfied 
that I could hold the jail for a certain length of time, and that I would try to do so, 
but I did not want to take the responsibility of holding the jail if my action Avas not 
sanctioned by the community generally ; and would they eome to my assistance, and, 
by the use of "v/eapons, drive olf any attacking party. They assured me they Avould ; 
and we arranged means by which I could summon the community and let them knoAv 
that we Avere attacked if an attack Avas made. I had reliefs, who were to alarm the 
town by ringing bells ; others to give the alarm cry, and watches upon the ditferent 
roads. I assembled these men w^ho were Avith me and told them my purpose to hold 
the jail if necessary, by resisting any attack which might be made upon it, and I asked 
them would they assist me. I said I did not Avant any man there Avho Avould be un- 
Avilling to fire upon a band of men who would come, and if any man AA^ould not be 
willing to fire upon men Avho attacked the jail, I Avanted them to leave ; and I Avill 
state the fact that not a single one- did leaA^e. They all pledged themselves to stand 
by me, to resist any attack on the part of the Ku-Klux or anybody else that might 
eome. I considered that as a convincing proof — it was certainly to my mind — that 
the community generally sided with me in my position and reprobation of such acts 
of outrage, and that they were sincere when they said they Avould do it, because Ave 
certainly expected an attack that night. I had no outside information, but I thought 
from the circumstance of Smith having died tliat day, and the murderer being in jail, 
that we might be attacked. Tinder me there were Avhite and black men, democrats 
and radicals, and they Avere side by side in that matter and remained there. 

Question. You have not stated the result oi your mission, if you sent one to Governor 
Scott for United States troops. 

Ansivcr. I do not remember what the result of that mission Avas ; no troops, however, 
came up at that time. 

Question. Then go on. 

Answer. I remember, however, that our committee returned and stated that most 
violent threats against the community had been made by speakers, colored speakers, 
in the House of Representatives. 

Question. Proceed. 

Ansiver, Court assembled here, but it w^as conceived that wo could hardly get an 
nnprejudiced jury to try the negroes — the colored men Avho Avere implicate<L in this 
murder of Stevens. There were some twenty or tAventy-five charged. They w ere still 
in jail, and after a consultation between the solicitor and all the members of the bar, 
several of us were charged with the defense of these men. I Avas myself selected by 
the court to defend this man who killed Smith. AVe thought it Avas best to postpone 
the trial until another term. The court folloAved x>erhaps within a Aveek, I think, of 
these acts, and Ave thought Ave could hardly get an unprejudiced jury, either black or 
Avhite, to try them. Before the next court came on a circumstance occurred which led 
to the second breaking into of the jail. I have stated that the community generally 
believe that colored men convicted of crime, where it is in the power of the executive 
to pardon and Avhere they are radicals in principle, stand every chance of being par- 
doned, and I have stated that the community were very much excited by the horrible 
murder of this man Stevens. Now, I will state what, in my judgment, led to the break- 
ing open of the jail the second time. There had been no threat of A^olence, so far as 
I had ever heard. AVe never thought it necessary to i^rotect our jail by calling upon 
our citizens to arm themselves. The community Avas in entire peace ; Ave were Avaiting 
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the sittiii<rof the court to give these men a fair trial, and i>reparations had been made 
for tlieir "defense. I may say that the preparation was certainly very creditable to 
.lndi;e ^Innro, vcho defended them — defended those who were afterward convicted, 
lie did everythinjjj to have a fair trial, but on a certain day the members of the bar 
were called upon by the sheriff and a j^entleman in the coniidence of the sheriff, to 
advise tliera in a matter which perplexed them a great deal. A paper had just been 
received from the judge of our circuit, then in Columbia — received in a mysterious 
manner by the sheriff, from a negro man who was in the habit of selling cakes on the 
railroad, (he went wnth the trains in that capacity down to Columbia and back,) in 
•Ml ex[)ress enveloT)e, one of those brown envelopes marked by the express company, 
purporting to be a writ of liahcas cojyiis, Now this man Tinsley, who brought the 
])aper to the sheriff, w\is in no way connected with the sheriff's oiSce or any other 
office. Tinslay was, at that time, ])eihaps a school commissioner, but he certainly was 
not in any way connected with the administration of public justice as a constable 
or otherwise. He was a colored man. The paper required the sheriff to bring certain 
of these men, who were charged with the murder of Stevens, down on the next day, 
and he was cautioned to say nothing about it. 
(Jnestion. By the negro ? 

Answer. By the negro, lie communicated it to us under pledge of secrecy. He 
exhibited a paper to us, and asked us whether, in our judgment, he was justified in 
sending the i)risoners down. We told him the whole thing was irregular from begin- 
ning to end; that there was nothing in it to show that it emanated from the judge. 
He was not himself acquainted with the judge's handwriting; it had not the usual 
seals of ofiice. It was not drawn up as a lawyer or judge would draw it. It looked 
spurious and suspicious, and we advised him to communicate to the judge his reasons 
for declining to obey the writ, and cautioned him to say nothing about it. But on 
that morning a number of negro men, colored persons — negro men and women — met 
at the depot, and one of them told me afterwards that he went there to see these negro 
prisoners go off. It is a fact that cannot be controverted that the negroes generally 
knew these psisoners were to go off that morning, while the white people knew nothing 
at all about it. That was one fact. The negroes assembled down at the jail ; the wife 
of the jailor tells me this herself. I went to see her a few days ago and hear about it, 
as I had heard the statement that they assembled there. They told her that these 
prisoners w ere to go off that day, and complained of the delay in taking them off*, 
uttering complaints against the sheriff for not discharging his duty ; and the point I 
make is that the negroes were there to see the prisoners off', and told them to go. The 
negroes on the outside communicated the fact to the prisoners up stairs. There were 
quite a number of negroes at the jail and depot; those at the depot to see them off", 
and those at the jail to see them come out. On the next day — that was Sunday, late 
in the afternoon — a number of negroes assembled around the jail, and told the prison- 
ers a train would be up that night at about 1 o'clock, bringing orders to have them 
carried to Columbia on the next day, Monday ; that the signal would be a protracted 
blowing of the steam-whistle, and so on. The impression in that way got out in the 
community ; it certainly existed in the cojnmunity that these negro prisoners were to 
be taken down to Columbia, and there discharged on bail or liberated. Now, I do not pre- 
tend to say that that impression was well based, well founded ; I am satisfied, from what 
I know of the matter subsequently from the judge and others, that that was not the 
purpose, but that was the impression which prevailed in this community. The legis- 
lature was at that time in session, and the people saw that they were to be taken down 
to Columbia and liberated, and with that imi)ression prevailing in the community, I 
was not at all surprised when the jail was afterwards broken open, and these men and 
others connected with the Stevens murder taken out and killed. It was done, I believe, 
because men thought a hideous crime had been committed in the community, which 
should not go unpunished, and which would go uni^nnished if the persons were not 
dealt with in this summary manner. And there are very few communities, I think, 
which would not have acted in the same way. To show that these men were not taken 
OKt and hung because they were radicals, I will state one fact. There w^ere a number 
of other negroes, confined for various offenses, in the jail — radical negroes — who were 
not molested at all. A number of other radical negi'oes were incarcerated, some for 
very grave offenses, some for the burning of that barn of Mabin's, who were afterwards 
convicted, and numbers of others ; the jail was full of negroes. Only those connected 
with the murder of Stevens and Smith, so far as my recollection goes, were taken out 
or molested, 1 think, therefore, they were not molested on account of their political 
principles, but entirely from their connection with an awful crime. The Ku-Klux, as 
they are called, on that occasion left posted here on the court-house door a proclama- 
tion, in which they stated that these men were taken out and executed in order that 
they might not escape punishment. Their belief was that they were to be taken to 
Columbia to be liberated, and they were therefore taken out and hung before they 
could be liberated. That order is in existence, and I suppose will be before the com- 
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•mittee, and will explain itself. It was printed at the lime in the papers, and, I believe, 
sent to Governor Scott. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Wellj sir, proceed with your .statomont. 

Anstvc7\ The next matter of that kind of which I remember of a notorious cliarac- 
ter, is an order served upon certain ofdcials to resign their oftiees. It was in the form 
of a Ku-Klux order. 1 explained that order by the utter incompetency of the men 
who held these offices ; their utter incompetency to discharge their duties; that they 
were not dealt with in this manner purely because they were radicals or republicans. 
1 will state this fact. Awhile before the last election an effort was made to form 
what was called a third party. Chibs were established everywhere through this coun- 
ty as well as through the State. The main feature of the constitution of those clubs 
was that they would elect all men, irrespective of color, or race, or politics, to ofdce, 
if they were honest and competent men, declaring that all the main differences be- 
tween the two parties, democrats and republicans, had ceased to exist. We invited 
members of all parties, who desired competent honest men to be elected to ofQce, to 
join with us, and we pledged ourselves to elect men irrespective of principle, and in- 
vited republicans as well as democrats to assist us in nominating men of that charac- 
ter. We offered to prove our sincerity by nominating in every case a satisfactory pro- 
portion of colored men and radicals, whom they would name as competent to hold office, 
and men of honorable character. These clubs embraced almost the whole white popu- 
lation of the county. They formed what had been, perhaps, the democratic party. I 
think the disposition on the part of the white people, and in the face of the intoler- 
able evils under which they were sjiffermg, was to forget all political animosities and 
unite upon that platform — honorable and competent men for office ; and I believe that 
the men who were elected to ofQce, if they had been honorable and competent men, 
would have been in the present discharge of their offices, even if they had been radi- 
cals. Our sheriff has never been molested, and he is a man not at all pojiular — a man 
obnoxious in a great many particulars to the community. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. A republican ? 

Answer, A republican; and he has never been molested. 
By Mr. Stevexson : 

Question. Was he elected as such ? * 
Answer. He was elected by the radical party. 
Question. Do you mean he is a republican now ? 

Anstver. I think so, sir; so far as I know his principles there is no change in his po- 
litical party. I do not know, I suppose he would still vote with the party that elected 
. him. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Have you anything further to state ? 

Answer. Now I will state the further fact that these acts of violence have not been 
directed only at members of a particular party ; they have been directed at democrats 
and white men as well as black men and republicans. A number of white men in this 
community have been whipped and driven away, although they were democrats, be- 
cause they were lawless men, and were doing mischief in the community. I have the 
names of quite a number of white men who have been whipped and sent away, or or- 
dered to leave. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You may as well give them here ; are they, in part, GaMmau, Hughes, Leech, 
and Greer ? 

Ansirer, Yes, sir ; those men were visited, as it was understood, by the Ku-Klux. 

Question. No matter by whom whipped, so that we get at the facts. 

Answer. I will give the names in full, if I remember them : Jamet S. Mullens, F. R. 
Cudd — I believe I have a list, [examining papers.] Now these are all democrats. 
Garner was another of the men who were whipped for whipping their wives. Elias 
Fowler, he was whipped for visiting an old man in the night-time and scaring him, 
according to my recollection. 

By Jtlr. Stevenson : 
Question. He was playing the Ku-Klnx, was he not ? 

Anstver, Some of these were ; I think Mullens was whipped for playing Ku-Klux. 
Elias Fowler, I think, was whipped for going to an old man's house and frightening 
Mm. Ho may have pretended to be a Ku-Klux. Jerome Miller was another. 
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By Mr. V.vx TiiUMr : 

' QiU!siion. Have you any evidence tliat those T^'bito democrats were visited by the Ku- 
Klux proper, except that they were all men in disguise ? 

Answer. 1 do not know; I have the statement of these men that they were whipped 
by the Ku-Klux. 
' Question. They do not know who they were ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They only knew they were disguised men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is all. Jerome Miller — those are some witnesses that come 
within my knowledge. 

By the Chairman : 
Quest ion. Well, sir, proceed with your general statement. 

Answer. This thing did not arise from auy political feeling, from any hostility to the 
Government, or any disposition to control elections, for it originated after the elections 
were over. The elections had been conducted peaceably. There had been no disturb- 
ance, so far as I remember, previous to the election. There had been no effort in any 
way to molest or control elections. The elections were over and were not to be re- 
sumed for two years from that time. The elections were held last October and these 
acts of violence have taken place since that time, and when no elections were in con- 
templation. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, No election for two years. 
Answer. For two years. 
Question. Is there not one in a few days ? 

Ansicer. That is a special one, in consequence of the resignation of the county com- 
missioners. 

Question. A resignation under the orders of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Those were elections not contemplated at all. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Please go on with your facts, Mr. Steadman. 

Answer. I have noticed the fact that the blacks and the whites, irrespective of party, 
unite to put down this violence. 

Question. You referred to what you have stated about the jail. 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you anything further you desire to state In answer to the general 
question ? 

Ansicer. I will state this fact, that Ku-Kluxism, as it is called, has been traced, in a 
good many instances, to colored people and radicals ; that it has existed among them, 
that is, the violence of disguised men has not been confined at all to white people. I 
can only give you hearsay upon that point ; I think I have the names of witnesses who 
would be able to specify acts of that kind. That is the impression which prevails, 
and . 

Question, You had better give them if you have them ? 

Answer. Alexander McClure, colored; Henry Fox, colored; Spencer liice, colored; 
John Gibbs, colored; Lander Hamett. 

Questioji. Do you refer to those as men who have been visited ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; men who have been visited, and who will prove the fact that ne- 
groes in disguise have done acts of violence — negroes and radicals. 
Question. Where do they live? 

Answer. They live in this county, sir; in the neighborhood of ;Mr. Aleck Eice, in the 
lower part of the county, so far as I am informed. 
Question. AVell, sir, go on. 

Answer. There is another gentleman, highly respectable, in the immediate neighbor- 
hood, who was visited, and he told me he had traced it to colored men and one white 
man who was at the time a member of the radical party ; without mentioning bis name, 
for I prefer to communicate with him, and I will see Mm here, as I understand he has 
been summoned as a witness 

Question. You may as well summarize as well as you can, for we do not intend to sit 
here and send for witnesses from all parts of the country. 

Answer. Mr. B. H. Rice, one of our largest property-holders and a democrat, was 
visited in the night-time by disguised men and threatened; he told me he had traced 
it to colored men and radicals. The opinion which I desire to express npon that point 
generally is, that persons here who have been interfered with by men in disguise have 
been obnoxious ; all of them, without exception, have been obnoxious to the community 
for other reasons than their political principles. 

Quefftion. Is that all you desire to say on that subject ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
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Question. You Liave given lus everybody, then, who has Leen molested lavrlessly in 
this county that you know ? 

Answer. Well, no; I have given the names most prominently connected with these 
things; I have heard of other cases of negroes who were shot. 

Question. How many ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think I have heard the names of some five or six at different timea. 
Question. Do yon mean killed when you say shot? 

Answer. I remember one man who I heard was killed below, and one man above. 
Question. Give the names. 

Answer. I will say I remember to have heard of as many as five persons W'ho were 
kSled. 

Question. Give their names. 

Answer. I could not do that ; I remember one; he was one of those who had been 
convicted of larceny in the upper part of the district and put in the penitentiary and 
pardoned by Governor Scott and sent back here — Mills. 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. Two or perhaps three months ago. 

Question. Do you recollect any other names ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I cannot say that I do remember the names of any others besides 
those who were taken out of the jail ;. I remember hearing of the instance of a man shot 
down in Santuck and another shot in the neighborhood of Mr. Knott's, and another 
above Jonesville, which makes three, and there maybe one" or two others at different 
times. 

Question. You say they w^ere all obnoxious for other reasons than political ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in every instance I am acquainted with, my belief is that they 
were obnoxious for other reasons than political principles. 
Question. You say you do not know their names ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I remember the facts connected at the time with their death, and 
the statement which I heard ; I simply give it as ray belief. 
Question. You have already spoken about Owens ? 
Ansu'er. Yes, sir. 

' Question. Did you hear of a man named Thomson being killed within the last two or 
three weeks — a colored preacher ? 

Answer. I have been absent from the community until about two weeks ago, and if I 
heard it, it has made no impression upon mo. 

Question. It was within the last two weeks, and was on Tiger River. 

Ansurr. On Tiger River — Thomson. There was a man killed in a fight on Bates's 
plantation. 

Question. Not that one. 

Answer. I do not remember it. 

Question. You have not heard of it at all 1 

Ansii'cr. No, sir. 

Question. Have you seen no publication of it ? 

A nswer. I have seen the last copy of the Union Times, but I have been absent in the 
North for several weeks, and if I have heard of the Thomson case it has escaped me 
entirely. 

Question. You think you have given us all whose names you can recollect who were 
killed, five or six, besides those taken from the jail? 

Answer. There were that many, I can recollect now, but I do not mean to say that 
there were that many and no more. 

Question. Did you hear of Strap Jeffers being killed at Major Tench's, near Jonesville ? 

Answei\ That is the one I mentioned as occurring near Jonesville. 

Question. Did yon hear of Tilman Ward being killed ? 

Answer. If you tell me where, I could tell. 

Question. It was, I understand, in this county. 

Answer. They are generally obscure persons in this county ; I cannot recollect 

By ^Ir Van Tru^^ip : 
Question. It is the name you cannot recollect 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Qwstion. Aaron Estes, down about Santuck ? 
Ansicer. That is ^he Santuck case I mentioned. » 
Question. Benjamin Simmons? 

Anstver. I think Benjamin Simmons was one of those taken out of the jail; my im- 
pression is that he escaped at the time and was afterward found dead. 
Question. Did you hear of a man named Jack Dunaway being killed? 
Answer. I do not remember that name. 
Question. James Gist ^ 
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Answer. Xo, sir ; I do not remember that name. It is possible that those parties 
went by other names. It is not at all nnnsnal for colored jjeople to go by other names. 
The man ^vho unirdered Stevens went amon^ ns entirely by the name of Andy Nolaud, 
.1 think it was. 1 think he ^oes amon<j;the colored peojjle as Andy Love. They do not 
generally have more than two names; one the name of the former master and theotlK^r 
the new name assumed since freedom. They have sometimes several names. 

Qiicsiion. How mauj' have been whipped, according to your best information, in this 
county ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, I assure yon I have given you the names of those i^ersona whom I 
remember to have been whip})ed. I cannot recall. lean hear occasionally a vagu(3 
rumor that a man was whipped at a certain point by x^ersous in disguise, but I could 
not recall their names. 

Question. Have they not been looked upon in public sentiment here as rather trivial 
ofienses i 

Answer. I think not. It depends entirelj^ upon the person who expresses the opinion. 
Some would consider it trivial. As for myself, being a law-abiding man 

Question. Has tlie fact that the probate judge of your county was taken from his 
house escaped your attention ? 

Answer. Goings — that ought to liavo come to my mind. I knew him very well. Yes, 
sir, I understand he was taken from his house and whipped. 

Question. And requii ed to resign ? 

Answer. I believe ho was required to resign. That is my recollection of his state- 
ment. 

Question. You can recollect no others? 

Answer. I might, sir, upon retlectiou, but these things have occurred some time ago. 
I cannot recall any other instances. 

Question. You have given us iu detail the various causes that you say led to a sense 
of insecurity and to certain acts of violence^ some of which you have enumerated. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, in all the instances in which the negroes were the offenders, that you 
have referred to, i)rior to the commencement of these acts of violence, were they acting 
openly and known to the community in which they were living ? 

Answer.,1 don't know that I entirely comprehend you. 

Question. For instance, at Santuck, were those negroes in their proper persons, with- 
out disguise ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was in day-time; white and colored were undisguised. 
Question. At that other place where they assembled ? 
Answer. At Hill's '? 

Question. Yes, at HilPs; were they there in their proper persons? 
Answer. l\\s, sir. 

Question. There was no difficulty in recognizing them ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. They did upon that occasion exhibit impatience at white persons 
being on the ground. They ordered jSIr. John Jeter off the ground, and upon his re- 
fusing to leav(} they leveled their guns at him; but they were not disguised. 

Question. That was called as a celebration for the colored people, was it not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was what you would call a brigade encampment ; but there 
were others there not soldiers ; colored women as well as colored men. 

Question. And although the negroes had their arms, and these apprehensions existed, 
had any cases occurred in which they had, as organized bodies of militia, committed 
offenses against the community ? 

Ansicer. I think I named several where they were supposed, as organized bodies of 
militia, to have connnitted these offenses. 

Question. I do not remember that you did. 

Answer. Yes, sir, and in the night-time; this band at Gallman's; the meeting at 
Hughes's ; the shooting of Leech. 

Question. Were they there as companies of militia? 

Answer. They were assembled the night they shot at Leech, according to his state- 
ment, at their general place of meeting, and fired at him from that jioint as ho passed 
on the highway. 

Question, ^hat is the Virginian you referred to ? 

Answe) . Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he arrest them ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Did Hughes arrest anybody ? 

Ansiver. Xo, sir, I do not think he did. Mr. Leech came to me. Ho was conducting 
a fann, and was among the negroes, and he exhibited a good deal of excitement. 
Question. He knew who the negroes were, did he ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I do not think he could have identified any of them. I never heard 
him call the names of any individuals. 
Question. Was that in the night? 

G5 t 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Was it before tlie hours of retiring? 
Ansiver. I do not suppose it was a very late hour. 
Question. The case of Frauk Gregory ? 

Answer. I suppose Gregory could liave recognized those who halted him. 
Question. Did he prosecute anybody ? 
Ansiver. 1 do not believe he did. 

Question, Did they do anything besides halt him on the road ? 

Ansiver. I sx)eak of the case with reluctance, because my recollection is rather vague. 

Question. Tliose individual instances you have mentioned led to certain acts of vio- 
len(5e ; w^ho, in the community, took it upon themselves to commit those acts of vio- 
lence? 

Ansiver. What is your question ? 

Question. You say those cases you have enumerated led to certain acts of violence 
in retaliation for aijprehended violence from the negroes ; who took it ui)ou themselves 
to commit those acts of violence — what portion of your community ? 

Answer. To that question I can give no answer. I say here u])()n my oath, I do not 
even suspect any man in this community of having acted as a Ku-KIux, and I do not 
know that I have ever heard any one's name mentioned in connection with that band. 
It always occurred to me as a most singular circumstance, that in a community where 
they have been in a town in which they have been present on two occasions, in consid- 
erable number, not only has there been no identification, but I, as connected with the 
bar here, have never heard the name of a man mentioned as being susx)ected of being 
connected with it. 

Question. In this community ? 

Answer. In any community. 

Question. You never heard anybody mentioned who lived in this town of UnionviUe 
as being connected with them ? 
Answei'. Nor in this county. 
Question. Never heard of any one ? 

Answer. No, sir, not named as connected with the Ku-Klux. 
Question. How many came here on the night of the raid ? 

Answer. 1 do not know. The general information is that fifty to one hundred came 
the first time, and a much larger number the second time ? 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. Three to five hundred, I have heard it estimated, and by some at more than 
that J not by those who saw them, always, but by those who saw the signs, particu- 
larly in the roads. 

Question. Were you here at that time ? 

Ansiver. I was here both nights. 

Question. How far do you live from the jail. 

Answer. Just across the railroad. 

Question. How far is it ? 

A7i8iver. About half a mile. 

Question. Within the corporate limits ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you out ? 

Answer. I was, at the time of the first attack on the jail, spending the evening at my 
mother-in-law's, just below the jail, and came home with some young ladies who lived 
just opposite the court-house, and I do not suppose we got home half an hour before 
they appeared ; but I saw no evidence of excitement whatever on going home, and on 
the next morning I was extremely surprised to hear this. 

Question. You liad a special patrol out ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I believe so. I am not sure. 

Question. How do you account for the fact that with a special patrol out the good 
xjitizens of the town were not called upon to prevent this ? 

Answer. My recollection is that whenever they saw a man they halted him where he 
stood and prevented him from movicig, and ordered all lights out w^herever they saw 
them in the town. Their effort was to prevent anything like communication between 
parties who were aware of their presence. 

Question. That patrol consisted of ten or a dozen men, did it not ? 

Answer. I don't remember exactly. There was a patrol the first or second night. 

Question. Is there no impression j)revailing here that the patrol were willing cap- 
tives ; that they did not give information ? 

An8ivei\ No, sir; the impression is entirely the reverse. Prominent men in the town 
were halted, and not allowed to stir from w^here they stood — not only about the jail, 
but some squares below. I remember Dr. Moore telling me that he made his escape by 
jumping over several fences and getting to his house, and I know in several instances 
parties told me they were halted in the street and compelled to stand with a guard 
•over them, until it was withdrawn. 



SOUTH CAEOLIXA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



1027 



Qncsiion, Were any efibrts maelo to pursue or arrest or discover the offendws? 

Answer, You Avill see the difiicultj' under which the coniuiuuity labored in that par- 
ticuhir. Vwi meant to prevent any repetition of it, but so far as we were informed, 
they had gone, and avo knew not where nor in what direction. 

Question. CouJd they not be found ? 

Ansirer. Another difficulty we labored under was this: Any effort we made would 
have been entirely voluntary j the local offices were all in the hands of men over whom 
we had no influence. 

QutsUon. When Stevens was murdered, was not the effort made next morning en- 
tirely of a voluntary character by the citizens ? 

Answer. No, sir, * the acting coroner headed the movement. 

Question. Did not the citizens at large go out to the i)lace where the mxirder occurred, 
and endeavored to give assistance ? 
Answer. A good many did. 

Question. Was there rain on either night the Ku-Klux were here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, one night. 
Question. Which night i 

Answa\ It must have been the second night, because the night I went home there 
was none ; that was the first night. 

Question. With a number of horsemen here, could they not have been tracked if there 
had been any desire to follow them ? 

Answer. This is an extraordinary circumstance — how it was possible for men to es- 
cape without being tracked or seen. They left nearly at daylight — a very few hours 
of day. How a considerable number of men, say five hundred, should get away with- 
out even the colored people being able to ascertain who they are, or from what direc- 
tion they came, is very singular, but does seem to be a fact. 

Question. The question is, with that knowledge that a rain had fallen, which was 
known to your citizens, did you make any effort to follow them ? 

Answer. There was no effort made that I am aAvare of; and if you will consider the 
condition of our people — without arms, and in the presence of a force like that, without 
having men in the magistracy of the country, or constables who had our respect, or 
who we could follow as leaders, you will see the difficulty under which we labored. 

Question. The citizens did, of their own accord, deem it a duty to take guns from the 
negroes who would use them, as in the case of Stevens, and the officers had such 
conmiaud over them that the citizens did volunteer to go to work and do that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, where they were first known. 

Question. Why is it in your com muni tj^ — I desire this information for public pur- 
poses — that citizens so strongly impressed with the duty of preserving the public 
X>eace as of their own volition to take th^ State arms which had, by proper authority, 
been deposited with the negroes, and restrain them, felt no prompting to ascertain who 
these men were, coming here lawlessly with arms and obeying a military commander 
to the extent of committing murders If What is the reason of the distinction between 
the two cases ? 

Answer. There was very great curiosity to discover who the Ku-Klux were. There 
was great inquiry. Every man felt some curiosity on the subject, but there was appa- 
rently uo chance of gratifying that curiosity or discovering them. The general im- 
X)ression prevailed that they were here to-day and in the State of North Carolina to- 
morrow, and the impression prevailed then that these bodies came to us from the 
State of North Carolina. That was the impression here at that time. 

Question. Have you no information that a portion of them came from the south — 
from Xewberry and Laurens counties ? 

Answer. I think ihe statement was made, at the last raid upon the jail, that some 
parties went down through the town past what is known as the Episcopal church 
on the Newberry road, but I was never told here of their going further than that. 

Question. If that be so, how, by your theory, do you account for men coming all the 
way from North Carolina to remedy grievances against the Government in South Car- 
olina, peculiarly when there is no feeling against the General Government? 

Answei'. I do not pretend to say that they came from North Carolina. I was giving 
the reasons why the x^eople did not adoi^t some means of discovering them. The im- 
pression was that they came from North Caroliua. 

Question. Did you believe, then, that they came from North Carolina yourself? 

Answer. I do not know where they came from, but it was from a considerable dis- 
tance. 

Question. Do you believe that they were actuated by the reasons you have given 
here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Because of the peculiar grievances of this State j because of your local 
offices in Union County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You believe that men came from abroad to redress those evils ? 
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Answer. The theory, as I have heard it ventilated, is, that these things are managed 
in that way. 
Quesiion. How? 

Answer. That persons living in a commnuity do not redress their own grievances. 

Quesiion. If that is the theory, if there is no Ku-Klux in this town, do you suppose 
the Ku-Klnx would come from abroad to remedy grievances of those who are not iu 
symx)athy with them ? 

Answer. I did not say I did not believe there are members of the organization in the 
town. I only say I have never suspected a man or heard a single name mentioned as 
connected with that organization. 

Question. Is that the general impression, that there is no suspicion and no sufQcieut 
information to found opinion upon in this town 1 

Answer. 1 cannot say what the general impression is. If asked my belief of the 
general impression, I should say they do think there are members of some such organ- 
ization in this eommnnity; if not in this immediate community, certainly in the 
country, whether Ku-Klnx or Regulators, or what. 

Quesiion. Lookiug at this question in the light in which you place it, is it your be- 
lief that there is an organization cooperating in this way by men coming from abroad 
and committing those offenses in the connnuuity Avhere they are not known ? 

Answer. The extent of that organization, its affiliation witli other organizations, I 
know nothing at all of, and I have not any meaus of forming an opiuiou ; but 1 would 
state, as my impression from circumstances of common notoriety, that there are lueu 
in this community who do engage in acts of lawlessness. It was not my impression 
at that time. 

Quesiion. Do you know whether any men in this community went to Chester in a 
raid of that character ? 

Ansiver. It was not a Ku-Klux raid ; there was no disguise about it. I take what is 
known as a Ku-Klux raid to be one done by parties iu disguise, who conceal their 
identity. 

Question. Whether a Ku-Klux raid or not, it was a raid ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I know of one or two instances where parties in this county did 
go to other counties to cooperate with persons whom they deemed in need of assist- 
ance to prot(ict them from outrage and wrong. 

Quesiion. Were those Ku-Klux f 

Ansiver. 1 know a party at one time went to Laurens and once to Chester. 

By Mr. Van Tku]mp : 
Quesiion. But open and undisguised ? 
Ansiver. O, yes, sir. 

By the Chairman ; 

Question. That Laurens case was the day after the election, was it not? 

ili2Sit'e?\ Whether it was the Crews affair or not I do not know. I do not know 
whether our men went to Laurens. It was to Newberry that a considerable number 
went, when there was a collision between the whites and the colored i)eoplc supposed 
to be imminent. 

Quesiion. Do yon know of their going to Laurens ? 

Answer. Not at the time of the Crews difficulty. 

Question. But a day or two after the election ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not remember that any man in this community proper went on 
that occasion. I think I remember on one night a gentleman came and asked me to 
lend him my horse, as they had just received a note from a lady In Lanrens, whoso 
name I knew well, stating that the negroes were armed and in her neighborhood, 
threatening ])illage and conflagration, and begging assistance, and I think a verv 
small party went over that night. That was done openly and undisguisedly. 

Quesiion. To whom was that note addressed ? 

Answer. I do not remember; I think it was addressed to Mr. it was not the 

gentleman to whom the nate was addressed who came to me for my horse. 
Quesiion. Who was it that came to you ? 
Ansiver. A young gentleman by the name of Hill. 
Quesiion. Is he living here still? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. He did go, but returned next day, but there was no 
collision at the time. 

Question. I asked you about the persons in this community who might be supposed 
to he in this organization ? 

Answer. The geutlemen who went over to Chester are among our most worthy and 
law-abiding citizens, and wdio would not disguise themselves to do any act. 

Quesiion. What was the purpose of that expedition ? 

Answer. The purpose, I understood, was^to clear the road between Chester and Union 
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of an armed body of men, who bad takcD possession of it, and who were filling tbe 
country with alarm. 

By Mr. Van Ti.ump : 
Qufsiion. Armed body of what ? 
Answer. Of negroes— black militia. 

By the Ciiaiijmax: 
Qncsiion. When they got to Chester what happened? 

Ausictr. They did not reach Chester; they were tired on in the road before they got 
there ; an advance of i)erhaps four or live of our men, as I was told, were fired on in 
the moniiiig, ridiug ahead, and one liorse was killed and one yonng man shot 
through the leg. The main body comiug ui), charged the colored men and drove them 
away; probably one or more lives were lost on the -part of the colored people. That 
was \ he Chester aliair. 

Questiou, Was it alleged that the negroes were holding the road ? 

Answer. I understood that they were. 

Qncsiion. For what pur[)ose ? 

Answir. I am not familiar with the troubles at Chester, and I had no connection with 
that business. 

Qnestion. You do not know anything about it ? 

Answer. 1 do not. I could tell you what I have heard of the troubles there growing 
out of the colored militia assembliug in the neighborhood. I think the whites aud 
colored men got to tiring at each other there in the town of Chester, and the colored 
men were iudueed to withdraw, and they did withdraw and took possession of the 
road between Chester and Union, and held it in the manner in which 1 have spoken. 

Qncsiion. Did they prevent anybody from i)assing? 

Answer. 1 only told you the facts; that these men were attacked, and one man fehot 
and one horse killed. 

Qnestion. It was understood that they were going to assail them ? 

Answer. They were goiug to clear the road, to see that communication was open; 
that persons traveling should not be molested. 

Question. Had the negroes prevented comnmnication ? 

Answer. They were in possession of the road and filling the country with alarm. 
They had come from a ditfercnt quarter of the country. Tiiey were there openly with 
arms, in military organization, and plainly bent upon mischief. 

By JSLt. Van Trump ; 

Question. Were they not eight or ten miles from their usual place of residence? 

Answer. I cannot tell. My impression is that one company came twenty-five or thirty 
miles from Landsford. I am only speaking from the most general information. Court 
was in sessiou, aud I was very busy hero at that time aud heard very little about it. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I think you said you had thirty or forty in charge of the jail, aud a raid was 
anticipated. How many of them were the unmarried men of this town ? 
Answer. A large majorit^r of them. 
Question. Were they all respectable ? 

Answe7\ Yes, sir, I should say that they were. There may have been one or two 
among them that I should not call respectable men, but they had volunteered with us 
to protect the jail. 

Question. Yon mentioned James R. Mullens, F. E. Cudd, Garner and Fowler as 
democrats visited by the Ku-Klux — were they of Mullen's bahd ? 

Answer. Mullen and Cudd were. The others were not, so far as I am aware. 

Question. Those two you have named as democrats had themselves undertaken to play 
Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. So I have understood, and to levy blackmail ; I do not remember an act of 
theirs. I remember seeing a proclamation which bore upon it the usual indication of 
its being a Ku-Klux jiaper, statiug that there were simrious Ku-Klux in the country who 
were doing acts of outrages and wrong, and sheltering themselves under that name, 
and they must stop or the perpetrators would bo violently dealt with. It was in pur- 
suance of that order I understood that these two men, Mullens and Cudd, were whipped. 

Question. The idea prevails that the Ku-Klux do not permit anything of that kind 
of work except what is by their own order ? 

Answer. 1 judged from that paj^er that the impression does prevail that they would 
put down any such acts. 

Question. They claim a monopoly of that kind of rough justice, you think ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose so; that is, they would not permit it. I do not know that 
they claim to be the sole officers of justice, whether rough or otherwise ; but it seemed 
that they would not tolerate acts of outrage and wrong in a community coming from 
persons of any color or of any party. Kow I remember hearing one instance — 1 saw it 
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published in our local newspaper — of a man who had taken a colored man^s tocls from 
liim, and the Kn-Kliix sent liim an order that he must return that colored man his tools 
by a certain time or he would be dealt with. 

Question. You followed with the remark that Garner was whipi)ed for whipping his 
•wife, and Fowler also ? 

Answer, No, sir; Elias Fowler was visited for searing an old man in the night-time. 

Question, You mentioned that a man was visited for whipi)ing his wife? 

Ansice}\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that Jerome Miller ? 

Answci\ No, sir; he was a man of bad character. There was a Garner who had mis- 
treated his wife, and who was uuderstood to ha\ e received a notification that if he did 
not stop such conduct he would be dealt with ; but I think he was the father of this 
man Garner. I do not know that I remember now what this man Garner, who was 
whipped, w^as charged with. 

Question. Is that offense against civilization pretty sure to be followed by a Ku-Klux 
visit in your county ? 

Ansive7\ No, sir, not so far as I am informed, but that is a fact w^hich I name. lie is 
a democrat, I know — a violent democrat. Another fact is that he is alleged to have 
mistreated his wife, and to be living in, perhaps, open adultery with another woman, 
and these regulars notified him that he must alter his conduct or he w^ould be dealt 
with. 

Question, These other cases, in which you say negroes and radicals have undertaken 
to play Ku-Klux 

Answer, Those are only reports. I have given the names of those who will prove the 
cases. Major Eice will state about that. 

Question, If this Ku-KIuxing is not limited, and all parties assume that forui for the 
administration of justice, do you not think it is time that some steps should be taken 
in this cottnty to stop that kind of busiuess, in which nobody can be detected ? 

Ansiver. I have always reprobated this violence in the community, and raised my 
voice as loud as I could in the matter. I certainly do not indorse it. 

Question. Has anybody been tried or convicted in your county for any offense com- 
mitted in disguise,'either for killing any of these men, or whipping any of them ? 

Answer, There has never been a detection, so far as I am aw\aro ; and, as I have told 
you, so far as I am informed, there is not even a suspicion. I know how strange that 
fact must seem to you, gentlemen, but it is a fact nevertheless — living in this com- 
munity, and, to some extent, a i)tiblic man, and living in a community where acts of 
outrage have certainly been committed on one or two occasions by men in considera- 
ble numbers, that they should have got away without being detected, and even with- 
out being suspected, when it seems to be a tact also that they have come from a con- 
siderable distance, for I heard of their jDassing Pacolet on both occasions that they 
visited Union. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Did they ever hear of one of the German Illuminati being detected — a simi- 
lar organization of times gone by ? 
Answer. I cannot say ; I am not familiar with them. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you hear no approval of these acts in this community ? 

Answer, I have heard ladies sometimes call them blessings in disguise; but the senti- 
ment among the gentlemen — 5'es, the gentlemen of the community — I think, is opx^osed 
to them, and we would adopt any measure that appeared to i)romise success to put 
them down. 

Qu€stio7i. But at the time the acts were being committed, was there not an expression 
of sentiment that they were doing a very good work ? 

Anstver. I have given you the only fact on the subject in my possession, that we met 
in public at a time when there was'no sympathy, certainly, with the parties -who had 
been murdered. We felt that they had met their just doom; I felt so then and feel so 
now. But still the community almost imanimously met together and reprobated t^iese 
acts, and followed that up by orgjlnizing themselves into a volunteer organization to 
repress them, and at a very considerable inconvenience of bad weather, &c. Those 
are the only facts that I can'^givo you in that connection. I myself may be allowed to 
say that while I do not endorse this organization, I still must bear testimony to the 
fact that the community is in better condition to-day than I have known it since the 
war. That is, it is more quiet and peaceable; there are fewer disturbances, less, 
crime, and negroes upon the X)lautations are working better than I have known them 
to since the war. 

Question. Do you not think there is a little insensibility to crime when a negro niin- 
ister can be visited, castrated, murdered, and his body thrown into the river, three or 
four days without an inquest, and you not even hear of it^ 

Answer, Do I hear you aright ? 
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Question. Do yon not think there is a little insensibility to crime if visited upon 
persons of color, when that can be so ? 
Ai^su'cr. It' it is so, 

Qucstiou. If it is so, how do you account for it? 

Ansicer. I have never heard of it; as I told yon, I have been away some time. Pos- 
sibly every other member of the commnnity has heard of it. 
Question. Yon have been back two weeks? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Our information is derived from citizens in Spartanbnrgh, that the Rev. 
Mr. Tliomson, a Methodist minister, who was preaching in that place, and who had 
his family at Goshen Hill, in this county, went down there to bring his family back, 
and when there, was visited, taken out from his family, castrated, murdered, and his 
body thrown into the river, where it was found, and after it was taken out Vfas per- 
mitted to lie several days without an inquest being held. 

Answer. Have yon any delinire information upon that point ? 

Question. Persons up there who were acquainted with the man stated the fact, and I 
saw it in one of your newspapers here. 
Answer. What newspaper ? 
Question. In the Cohimbia newspaper. ' 
Ansiver. In the Columbia Union ? 

Question. One of tlie Columbia papers; I do not know which. 

Answer. You will find a good many such things in the Columbia Union. It is a re- 
ceptacle for such stories. 1 take the Columbia News, and Phanix, and this paper here. 

Question. Upon that information I sent an officer to that neighborhood to bring hero 
the wife of the murdered man, and received the report that, through the terror which 
prevails in the neighborhood, he could lind nobody connected with the family, or any 
one who could or would tell anything about it ? 

Answer. If that proved to be a fact, and the community generally were not informed 
of it, it would seem that the matter had not created much excitement ; but I do not 
know that it is a fact, and it may be»that every man in the community may know it 
except myself. 

Question. In connection with your remark that these people had met their just 
doom, which is perl:aps right if it had been legally administered, did not the evidence 
disclose the fact that one of the men shot on the second raid was not proved to bo 
connected with the nuirder of Stevens ? 

Answer. Do you know the name ? 

Question. I do not. 

Answer. My recollection is that every man who was taken out was connected with 
it, except pVrhaps one, and he escaped. There was a man not connected with the 
murder of Stevens, and was not charged at the time, and he was not Ku-Kluxed ; 
whether he was released by them or not I do not know. 

Question. Were you in the trial ? 

Answer. I was not retained. I was concerned in the Yellow House case. 
Question. When the two men were tried and hung you assisted ? 
Answer. At the request of the solicitor I took part and assisted him. 
Question. You assisted the commonwealth ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then your attention was directed to the guilt of those on trial? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; three were on trial. 

Question, Did not the testimony disclose that one of the men shot by the mob was 
not connected with the murder of Stevens ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think you have been misinformed. Three of them were tried, 
one of them was acquitted, and that man was in jail at the time the others were taken 
out. 

Question. We are not misinformed, unless the gentleman who reported the trial made 
a mistake. 

Answer. I cannot see how the guilt of a person not on trial could have heen a suliject 
of proof or disproof. My recollection is that the whole of the testimony was directed 
to the guilt of these two men. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. It might necessarily appear who was present or not present ? 
Answa\ No, sir ; it might appear who was present, but not that a i)erson not on trial 
was or was not guilty. 

Question. But it might appear who was present ? 

Answer. It did "not appear. Some forty were present at the murder, and we only 
obtained some twenty-live. 

Question. Speaking of the attempts at burning and thefts from smoke-houses, none 
of which have been traced to any particular individual, you seemed to leaye the inter- 
en ce that the negroes were most likely to be guilty ? 
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Ansxvei*. I have no doubt of it. 

Question. Havo you auy one in the white portion of the community that could pro- 
bably be charged with such crimes ? 

Answer. Larceny and breaking open smoke-houses, I should say not. There is hardly 
a white man in our community that has not some means of subsistence, and I am 
thinking over all the poorer classes who would be supposed to live by stealing. Our class 
who commit larceny are the colored population. 

Question. Do you suppose the men who compose this Ku-Kiux organization are not 
men capable of auy crime ? 

Answer. I have to give a vague idea. My own idea is that they are men who would 
be above larceny. My own idea is that if there is such an orgauizatiou in this com- 
munity, it is not composed of men who would steal. 

Question. Do you doubt there is such an organization? 

Answer. I assure you that I have no iuformation on the subject. When I speak of 
this community in this town, I incline to think there is noue ; that there is no band of 
Ku-Klux, no club or organization, in this town. I cannot think that there could be 
such an organization here, and I not at the same time have heard t«he name of some 
of the men who would be absent at the time when there was a raid; that there may be 
an organization of that kind in the county, one or more, I think possible. 

Question. Is it your idea that men who, in obedience to the order of a club or Klan, 
will commit murder, will not commit larceny ? 

Answer. I do not think so, sir. I think they have been wrought up to that state of 
feeling which will induce them to take life from the causes which I have named; that 
they regard such things as necessary to the protection of themselves and their i^roj)- 
erty. 

Question. Take this high-toned business of whipping people; do you think persons 
who do that will commit larceny. 

Answer. I do think that men who whip negroes would not commit larceny. 

Question. Do you look upon that as an elevating business, going about at night whip- 
ping negroes ? 

Answer. No, sir, not at all, for I told you I reprobated it. 

Question. You think these men would not commit larceny or arson ? 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 certainly do not. 

Question. So that in your estimation these men who compose the Ku-Klus are not 
•men of criminal intent? 

Answer. 1 think they have done criminal acts, have violated the law, but have done 
so from misguided feelings, not thinking they were doing wrong ; in other words, they 
have done evil that good might come. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that tke Ku-Klux Klan, especially on the North 
Carolina border, is, to a great extent, identilied Avith the illicit distilling operations ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have never heard that fact stated or suggested betbrc. 

Question. The idea seems to have occurred here that these men came hero from North 
Carolina? 

Answer. That was the impression at the time, that they did come from North Carolina 
Question. Are you aware that nmch of the liquors which arc consumed in this town 
are illicit spirits derived from this mountain region ? 
Answer. 1 am not. I have no information on this subject. 
Question. You never heard anything of the sort ? 

Answer. I cannot say I have never heard anything of the sort ; there may be liquor 
brought into this comnuinity from there. 

Question. Do you know that this man Stevens, who was such a favorite in your town, 
was engaged in hauling illicit spirits ? 

Answer. I do not know the facts. I am satisfied he had no connection with whisky. 
His business was to haul here in town. I believe he had been employed to bring a 
barrel of whisky from some house about eight miles out to the town. 

Question. At night? 

Ansiver. He was coming here early in the night ; it is very possible that he left in the 
day. I do not know that he was employed to bring it in the night-time, nor do I know 
that it was illicit whisky. I have never heard it definitely stated. 

Question. You never heard that circumstance mentioned ? 

Answer. An impression was attempted to be produced by radical papers that this was 
an effort on the part of the militia to prevent a violation of the laws. That efibrt was 
attempted, but that is the only source from which I have ever had any impression con- 
veyed to me that that might be illicit w^hisky. They utterly failed, however, of estab- 
lishing that theory. It seems that the negroes wanted a drink of whisky instead of 
seizing it for the Government. From what my information is, they did not know who 
they were going to meet that night. That is my impressi on fiorn what this man tell 
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mc; ami what I heard of the testimony was that they went out to kill the first white 
man they met. 

Question. How far from the town w^as this? 

Answer. I think abont four miles. 

QitcHiion. Assuminjjj that it is true for the purpose of this question, that tliis Ku-Klux 
Klan is connected with illicit distilliu<r Avherever it exists in this mountain region, and 
with the trade ^jfrowing out of it, would you then adhere to your opinion that they 
were not men who would he capable of these petty crimes, or sueh crimes as larceny- 
and burnings ? 

Ansiccr. 1 will state, as I have* had to state all along, from my belief and common 
reputation, that this Klan has nothing at all to do with illicit distilling. 
Question. But assunit^ tliat f 

Answer. Bat in order to put myself right — but even if that were assumed, I do not 
think it would follow at all that men connected with illicit distilling would be willing 
to steal. 

By Mr. Van Trujip ; 

Quesiion. Blockade-runners have never been considered ijoso faeio thieves? 

Answer. Xo, sir; tluue are largo communities which live upon.illicit distilling. The 
Irish as a community, 1 believe, live in that way. 

By Mr Stevenson : * 
Question. The Irish ? 
Answer. In their own country. 

Question. Do you understand that larceny is an unknown offense there 
Answer. Not unknown. 

Question. 1 am aware, as the judge suggests, that blockade-runners are not necessar 
rily thieves, and also that sinugji,lers are not pirates, but very frequently they are both. 
You say you did not go upon tins Chester raid? 

Answer. No, sir ; 1 did not. 

Question. Was tliat because you were engaged at the time? 

Answer. I would not have gone upon it, in all i^robability, anyhow. I never have 
been asked to go upon any sueli raid, and have never volunteered to go. 

Question. You say tbat tliose who went from here were of your very best citizens? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I may say so. 

Question. Such as would not go anywhere in mask? 

Answer. Yes, sir : in disguise. 

Question. Who were they? 

Answer. Well, now, would it be right that I should tell who, as a matter of common 
notoriety, went ? I do not know but one ; he borrowed my horse to go, and he went 
after the tight, because his father lived in that neighborhood. 

Question. Via have thought it right that persons who give their (Opinions abont every- 
thing else should give their information of these matters. 

Answa\ Well, sir, I desire to state that I do not know of a single man who did go 
upon that Chester raid, from his own admission to me or from my knowledge of the 
fiiet. 

Quesiion, You have already stated that, except the man who rode your horse, you 
did not know ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he went afterwards. 
Quesiion. Who is he ? 

Answer. My brother-in-law, W. D. Humphreys. His father resided in that neighbor- 
hood. He did not start from here until the fight was over ; having heard the next day 
that there was a disturbance in the country, he borrowed my horse to go over there. 

Question. You afterward ascertained that the fight was over at the time that he went ? 

Ansv:er. Yes, sir. 

Question. When he started was that known ? 

Answer. No, sir'; nor that there would be any fight. He heard that there was a dis- 
turbance over there. 

Question. Just as the others heard it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. What i>ersons, according to your information, went from here there? 
Answer. I have stated the fact that I did not know. Would it be i)roper for mo to 
state according to common notoriety? 
Mr. Van Trump. O, yes, sir. 

The Witness. I will state that General Joe Gist, according to common notoriety, 
went over. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. Did you consider it wreng, when news had been brought that two racea 
were in imminent danger of coming into collision, for the citizens to go and protect the 
people ? 
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Answer. I would have gone. I was not asked to go from the fact that I was paralyzed 
in the war and could not go. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You are not an able-bodied man ? 
Aimver. No, sir. 

Question. Gist — what is his name ? 
Answer. Joseph F. Gist. 

Question. Is that the man about sixty years of age we see about here ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I do not know that he went, but that is my impression. 
Question. Who else went with him ? 

Answer. 1 assure you that there is only one other name that I remember, and he is 
now in Baltimore going to school ; a young gentleman named John Rodger. He is the 
only other person whose name I remember to have heard in connection with the matter. 

Question. Is his family here ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; his father resides here. 

Question. What is his father here ? 

Answer. His father is a merchant. 

Question. How many others, according to your information, went from here ? 
Answei . Went from the town ? 
Question. Yes, sir. • 

Aimcer. Well, sir, I do not know ; but my recollection is some forty or fifty, or per- 
haps sixty went ; but I think they went from all x)arts of the county. It was published 
out here. Court was going on, and the news arriving that there was firing between 
the whites and the blacks there was a general turn out. I have no doubt that General 
Gist can tell you. 

Question. Who led the men who went from here? 

Ansicer. I do not know. 

Question. Have you no information ? 
^ Answer. I have the impression it was Mr. Gist. Ho was a gentleman of high posi- 
tion. He has represented this county in our State senate ; has been our State senator 
for many years ; is a gentleman of age and experience, and I think he went out with 
the boys to keep them from committing harm. 

Question. Is ho a son of an ex-governor ? 

Answer. No, sir, but nearly related to him. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Was it understood that they were in disguise ? 

Ansicei'. No, sir ; they were in open daylight. I think it is unjust to these gentlemen, 
"svhen I do not know that I should name names in connection with acts of violence. 

Question. Did you understand that they took part in the fight there at Chester ? 

Answer. They were fired on and, as I have understood, fired back in retaliation. 

Question. How far was the ]}omt where the colored militia were said to be holding 
the road from this place ? 

Answer. About twenty miles from here — on the high-road from here to Chester. 

Question. How far from Chester ? 

Ansicer. I think about eight miles from Chester. It may have been a little farther 
from Chester and a little nearer to Union. 
Question. What is the character of that road ? 
Answer. A public road — a highway. 
Question. Is it a turnpike ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, we have no turnpikes in this country. 

Question. A common dirt-road ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the main liighway. 

Question. What time in the year was it ? 

Answei'. That was in tlie spring of the year — last spring. 

Question. Is the trade between here and Chester very heavy? 

, Ansicer. Sometimes it is considerable. There is easy communication and consider- 
able traffic. 

Question. Of what character ? 

Answer. Hauling cotton ; and a great many of our travelers prefer to go over here 
to Chester, in going north, and take the northern train there, to save going down to 
Columbia and up to Chester, which consumes a day and a half. 

Question. At that time of the year is the travel very heavy from here there ? 

Ansicer. That road is fully as much used as any public highway in this country. 

'Question. But at that time is the travel and trade very heavy on that road from this 
point to Chester ? 

Answer, It is the time when the cotton is generally carried to market— when the main 
cotton crop is carried to market — and Chester is one of the j)rincipal cotton markets o^ 
this whole country. 
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Question.' What is tlic population of this place, IlDionvillc? 

Ansivcr. 1 think about seven or eight hundred, it may be less than that. 

Question, AYhat is the proportion of \Yhite and black ? 

Ansiver. About equal, 1 think. 

By Mr. STEVE^soN : 
Question. About three hundred and fifty whites here? 

Ansuri: Yes, sir, I think they are about equal. I beg you to understand that in say- 
ing lilty or sixty went, my inipression is that very few went from the court-house. 
They were generally gentlemen in here^at court, away from home ; having their horses, 
and'hearing that there was this tumult, they went over to assist the whites. 

Question. Did you understand it to be because of the obstruction of the highway as 
a convenience for the county ? 

Jnsmr. I understood tliat they went to clear the highway and relieve the people of 
that country from the presence of an armed body who had encamped themselves there 
and were putting them in peril against the laws. 

Question. There were two motives, you think, that impelled them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; to cleal^this x)ublic highway, and also to relieve the people of that 
neighborhood. 

Question. Did you understand how many whites were engaged in the affair at 
Chester ? 

Ansim: I think only those who went from hero and who were in the immediate 
neighborhood. I have always understood that it was fifty or sixty. I may be wrong 
in saying so many were from tliis town. I expect the number from here was smaller, 
but that the white people of that neighborhood joined them, and in all they made up 
a band of fifty or sixty. I cannot say how many went from here. There may have 
been five, ten, twenty, or more. I do say I have heard only two names ; and the way 
I heard it was, it happened that one of them had his horse shot, and I heard him talk- 
ing about it, and I heard General Gist went with them. 

By :Mr. Van Tiiu3ip : 

Question. Yon had no knowledge of that company of negroes prior to their being 
encamped there ? 

Answer. Yt^s, sir ; there had been a collision between them and the white peoide at 
Chester, and tiring. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 

Question. They had been induced to withdraw, you said, from the town of Chester? 
Answer, l^es, sir ; and they occupied the highway. 

By Mr. Van Tp.ump ; 
Question. Did you not hear that they had left Chester before? 

Answer. The most exaggerated reports had come to Union. Those were the facts, as 
we learned by sifting afterwards, but the impression prevailed that a war of extermina- 
tion was about to begin at Chester ; that the blacks had risen with arms to take Ches- 
ter, and that the white i)eoplo were in danger. 

By Isir. Stevenson : 

Question. Yon must have known that those bands were not in Chester, but on that 
road? 

Ansicer. They were in the main highway between the places, and we heard the 
wildest rumors. 

Question. Yon have spoken of the murderers of Smith? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What sort of warrants had those persons who went to the Y'ellow House? 

Ansicer. I saw the warrant, sir, and it was for some time in my possession. They 
had a warrant from the coroner directed to Mr. Smith or any other lawful officer— I 
speak from recollection — to apprehend certain named parties who where charged with 
being Implicated in the murder of Matt. Stevens. 

Question. Is it not the fact that they were simply searching for all negroes who had 
arms, in order to disarm them ? 

Ansicer. Xo, sir; my information is, and as I told you, I took the testimony sworn 
before the corner, that they were in search of certaia named persons. 

Question. Were those named i)ersons in that house ? 

Answer. I don't know. I think one was probably named in the warrant, but I am 
not sure of that. 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, Was there reasonable ground for suspicion that there was some one of the 
parties in the house ? 

Ansiver. I don't know. The Yellow House seemed to be somewhat of a rallying point 
for the colored people, and as I told you, armed members of the militia, the very body 
who had destroyed this young man, were seen coming from there an hour or so before. 
I saw them myself. 

By Mr. Stevexson : 

^Question. Was there not at that time an effort being made to disarm all the colored 
militia ? 

Ansiver. I cannot say it began at that time. That was the day of Stevens's murder. 
His body was found on that day. I do not think any arms w(3re taken away on that 
day, though it is possible that some may have been taken on that day. I am inclined 
to think the first I heard of it was a conversation on the street that afternoon. A 
number of white people were together, as we gather on such occasions, and when the 
story began to be told how these men had been summoned out by their sergeants and 
corporals with arms in their hands to murder a man, and they regarded themselves 
bound to obey that order, and in obedience to it had fired on ah unarmed man and 
killed him, we thought the safety of the community required that their arms 
should be takeu from them, but I do not think any were taken on that day. They 
were hunting Stevens's murderers. That was the warrant to take up men charged 
with that crime. Guns were found in that house, and were taken possession of, I 
think, by the town authorities. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. That was the house of Silas Hawkins ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Let me call your attention to an editorial in the Union Weekly Times of 
January G, 1871, i^rofessing to give an account of this murder; 

"During Sunday a number of colored men were arrested, and intense excitement 
prevailed among the peoi)le. Toward night, reports came in that an attempt Avould 
be made by the members of the militia companies to take the prisoners from the jail, 
and the conduct of many of the colored men gave reason to believe there was some 
cause for the report ; consequently a strong guard was placed at the jail. About eight 
o'clock it was discovered that a number of men with guns were congregating at the 
house of Silas Hawkins, and a posse was sent there to disperse them.'^ 

Ansiver. That is certainly a mistake, according to the sworn testimony at the coroner's 
inquest. Nobody was sent there to disperse them. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 
Question. That publication was made prior — ^before the inquest ? 

Ansiccr. I speak positively. It was in returning from the search for others they 
passed this house, and with a belief that the parties were there, and went there to 
search. They did not go specially to the Yellow House. That was the last house 
visited. 

Question. Then I understand you the demand of Smith was not for guns but for 
men? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; for admittance. He had a warrant, and he said, I have a warrant 
and must enter. You shall not enter, was the reply. 

By Mr. Stevenson: 
Question. W^ithout his saying for whom or what? 
Arsiver. I do not think the question was asked him. 

Qucstio7i. You say the men who fired from that house and killed Smith were some of 
them tried and convicted ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; they were not tried. 

Question, Were some of these men executed by the Ku-Klux? 

Answer. The one man who fired the shot which killed Smith was among those Ku- 
Kluxed. The others were discharged. 

Question. There have been no legal proceedings, except the coroner's inquest ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; proceedings were begun. They were liberated on habeas eorpus. 
I was employed to defend them, and I induced the solicitor, as we call the common- 
wealth's attorney here, to enter f nol. pros. We thought, and he agreed with me, 
that enough had already been done. 

Question. You have said, I believe, that to your knowledge there has been no case 
of Ku-Klux proceedings where the motive appeared to be purely political ? 

Answer. I do say so, sir. 

Question. And that where they have operated against officers by terror or otherwise 
it has been because of incompetence ? 
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Avsircr. Yes, sir; and I have stated it as my Lolief that if competent they would 
not have been molested. 

Qacfifiou. Do you know the gentleman who was formerly clerk of the county com- 
missioners ? 

Ausinr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you wish your remark to apply to him ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir: Colonel Young is a man of great respectability, hut he is a demo- 
crat. 

Qucsl'ion. What motive can you attribute to the Ku-Klux for ordering his resigna- 
tion ? 

Aui^HTr. That is a mystery to me. I do not know. It was prohably from some mis- 
apprehension. I think Colonel Young himself ascribes it to a misaj^iirehension as to 
certain acts of his. 

Question. Was it not because he was competent? 

Answer. 0, no, sir. 

Question. Was it not because the board itself was not competent to get on without 
him, and he was competent, and they determined that they should not have his assist- 
ance ? 

Answer. They ordered the board to resign and ordered him to give up his position. 

Question. Were they not opposed to his holding that i)Osition because with his assist- 
ance that board, whicli might otherwise be incompetent, might be able to get on ? 

Answer. Colonel Young, as I understand, Avas not an officer of the county. 

Question. Did you or not understand that to have been their purpose which I have 
stated ! 

Answer. I think, sir, that in saying that ho was ordered to resign because he was 
competent, *and because by compelling his resignation they would suspend the oper- 
ations of the board, you are mistaken. 

Question. Yoii think so ? 

Answer. I do not think that entered into their ideas. I think it was a misapprehen- 
* sion as to certain acts he had done. 
Question. What were they? 

Answer. The colonel could explain it better than I could. I am satisfied from the 
colonel's character — but I state without giving the character of the charges against 
him — that there were certain misapprehensions which prevailed concerning his con- 
nection with the board which made him obnoxious, and that it was not on account of 
his political principles that he was compelled to resign. 

Question. Of course not; they would have had no objection. Why, in your opinion, 
they do not ]>roscril)e republicans l>ecause they are such; I do not suppose the organ- 
ization would object to a democrat holding office because he is a democrat ? 

Answer. Not if he were competent. 

Question. They would not make his democracy an objection to him? 
Answer. I presume not. 

Question. What led them to order Colonel Young to resign ? 

Answer. I do not remember, but thought there Avere cerLain impressions afloat con- 
cerning him. 

Question. Was it not true that that board, without his assistance, was generally sup- 
posed to be unable to get on ? 

Answer. O, yes, sir; they were entirely Incompetent. I believe the majority of them 
could not write their names. 

By Mr. Yax Tiiu:mp : 

Question. Your statement has been so very fnll and clear that it would bo only 
consuming time on my part to enter into a reexamination. I shall ask only a few 
questions. The chairman asked you why the citizens of this little town of Uniouvillo 
did not immediately raise the hue and cry and go after this Ku-Klux, or whatever 
they were, U[)on their executing these negroes. How many horses could the citizens 
of this town have commanded on that night, or the next morning, to follow a band 
supiiosed to be of three to eight hundred mounted men ? 

Answer. I sui)posa the number of horses in the town are not more than twenty-five 
or thirty. 

Question, There was no United States cavalry here then ? , 

Answer. No, sir. There may be a larger number, but I am inclined to think that is 
about the number in the town. • 

Question. Do you recollect of hearing of the burning of a gin-house about that time, 
owned by a gentleman in Edgefield County, at his i)laee called Hubbs ? 

Answer. I do not remember it. 

Question. The chairman asked you if a Ku-Klux had been convicted in this county. 
Has there been one found out? 

Answer. Never found out in this county. While I was absent at the North I was 
informed by a gentleman in Pennsylvania, and afterwards by Governor Orr, that a 
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man liad been identified as a Ku-Klux in Ne\A^berry, and I think that was the first I 
ever heard of beiu<ij caught. 

Question. In answer to a question whether yon had heard any citizens approve of tho 
acts of the Kn-Khix, yon said you had heard ladies say ihe Ku-Khix were blessings in 
disguise. Are not some of our southern ladies here perfectly insane on any question 
connected with the war? 

Answer. I could hardly go that far. Perhaps it is well I should explain that. I have 
said that onr ladies, for reasons you gentlemen can readily imagine, always have exhib- 
ited more alarm and excitement at the condition of affairs which has prevailed here 
since the war than the gentlemen. The number of rapes, for instance, which have been 
committed in this country has been very large, nnprecedentedly large. The crime of 
arson has been frequently connnitted. The female mind has been frequently disturbed, 
and they have caught at anything which has redressed evils of that kind as a blessing. 
They do not generally weigh the consequences of such acts as closely as w(^ do; and I 
believe that while we generally reprobate such acts, the ladies, because they believe 
it has quieted the community, and removed to some extent the dangers which they 
feared, have been inclined to approve of them. 

Question. Ladies, of course — it is a question which everybody nnderstands — ladies 
are more beings of feeling than reason. 

Answer. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Question. I ask you, as a practitioner, whether you havo ever known any resistance 
in this couuty to the service of legal process? 

Answer. I don't thiuk there has ever been a case since the war of any kind of legal 
process being resisted, or any refusal on the jiart of the community to assist in serving a 
process when called upon as posse comitatus. They have always manifested a dispo- 
sition to obey the officers of the law, although those officers do not command their 
respect or confidence. 

By Mr. Steyexsox : 

Question, .Upon application for the loan of your horse to go to Laurens, did you lend 
him? 

Answei'. I did, sir, to my brother-in-law to go to his father's. That was Chester, not 
Laurens. I did not lend him, and I do not think that young gentleman went. I will 
state my reply was I would go up and investigate the matter myself, and if I ascer- 
tained that there was real danger to be apprehended by this lady I would be willing 
for my horse to go ; but I preferred to investigate the matter before letting the horse go. 

Question. Who applied for the horse? 

Answer. Mr. Hill 

Question. What is his full name? 

Ansiver. lie goes by the name of Lunney HiH. 

Question. A young man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I came up to investigate the matter, and found the party had all 
gone, and Mr. Hill did not go. 

Question. Do you know^ who went there ? 

Answer, No, sir; they had gone before I arrived; but there was no collision at that 
time. 

Question. Do you know how many went? 

Answer. A small number — only eight or ten. 

Question. Was Mr. Gist among them — Mr. David Gist? 

Answer. I do not think he was. I did not see him that day or hear his name in con- 
nection with it. 

Question. You spoke of the volunteer guard of citizens who were pledged to x^rotect 
the prisoners in the jail. Can you give any reason why that was not kept up or renewed 
when the danger came again — the second raid? 

Ansiver. You perceive that the danger the next time was not apprehended at all. 
The whole community had been quiet. There had been no disturbance for months, 
and suddenly this thiug burst upon us. It was not expected. 

Question. After the order came from the judge for the transfer of these prisoners, and 
after it had not been obeyed on Friday morning, was there not, then, an apprehension 
that there might be some violence ? 

Ansicer. I do not think, sir, that it got out into tho community that that order had 
been issued by the* governor [judge] for several days afterward. You see it was 
delivered to us in perfect confidence; we felt what the influence would be of its being 
known. We felt that if it was knotv n that these men were ordered to Columbia there 
would be danger of these men being taken out of jail^or dealt with on the way; there- 
fore we agreed to keep the secret, and cautioned the ofiieers of the law to keep it. We 
have subsequently found how the information got into the community — that it did 
extend and was inade known, and then this thing occurred. 

Question. How many members of the bar were consulted about it ? 

Ansicer. I think the whole body — every member of the bar. 
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Question. Yet no action was taken to guard against an assault on the jail? 
Answer. None at that time. We conceived that it Tvas a matter of the utmost secrecy 
and confidence. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Qucsiion. Tv'hat was the date of this first breaking into the jail? 

Amwev. I am sorry I have not refreshed niy memory as to dates. 

Qucsiion. I show you the Weekly Union Times of January 6, 1871, where there appears 
a meeting of the citizens held on Thursday, January 5. 

Ansicw. Yes, sir ; this is it. ScUiC of this committee were colored men and radicals, 
and the editor remarks below that colored persons participated and oliered their ser- 
vice* to protect the lives and property of the citizens. This action by the colored 
people was greeted with great satisfaction, and ar strong guard, composed of both 
races, was organized. 

Mr. Van Tiujmp. I will ask to have that inserted iu the testimony. 

It is as follows : 

^^MEETES'G OF THE CITIZENS. 

" A meeting of the citizens of Union was held in the Town Hall on Thursday, Janu- 
ary 5, to take some action for the preservation of the peace and protection of the lives 
and property of the citizens. 

On motion, I. G. McKissick was called to the chair and A. D. Spears requested to 
act as secretary. 

" General W. II. Wallace explained the object of the meeting, and called upon all 
order-loving citizens to come forward and aid in preventing and supi^rcssing disorderly 
and unlawiul acts. 

The following resolution was introduced by General Wallace and unanimously 
adopted : 

Jtcsolvcdj That a committee of three be appointed to visit the authorities at Co- 
lumbia and request that a garrison of United IStates soldiers be stationed here. 

" Thereupon the Chair ax)pointed Messrs. H. L. Gross, W. T. Thomson, and John 
Tinsley as said committee. 

K. W. Shand, esq., introduced the following : 

"Resolved, That this meeting request the sheviff'and the acting intendant of Union 
to confer together and appoint a sufficient number of persons to guard the jail and 
police the town until other arrangements are made ; such force to be under command 
of some prudent and discreet person. 

''This resolution was unanimously adopted, and General W^. H. W^allace appointed 
to take comm-and of the guard. 

'' I. G. McKISSICK, Chairman. 

"A. D. Speaes, Secretary. 

" We are pleased to state that a large number of colored persons participated in the 
action of the meeting, and cordially oliered their services to protect the lives and pro- 
l^erty of the citizens. This action of the colored people was greeted with great satis- 
faction, and a strong guard composed of both races was organized.'^ 

Question. This meeting was composed of both races? 

Aymrer. Yes, sir; theye black men were armed, and the guns taken from the militia 
I mentioned were i)Ut into their hands to aid in guarding the jail. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Whenever colored men were apprehended, charged with any crime, was 
there any difficulty in obtaining justice against them in your courts — bringing them 
to justice and i)unishing them lor their crimes? 

Answer, I do not think there was any difficulty in convicting them in a clear case; 
but there has been great difficulty in having punishment executed, in consequence of 
the action of the executive. 

Question. You complain of pardon after conviction? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was not that very frequently upon application of the white citizens? 
Answer. I think not. 

()Mt's/ion. You do not know of any instance? 

Anstccr. No, sir ; I think it is a'mistake. I have heard that allegation, when the 
executive was called on to explain why noted criminals were set loose upon us again. 
The allegation would be made that there were petitions sent up. Call would be made 
for the i)etitions, aud 1 have never heard of their being producwl in a single instance. 

Question. As an instance, let me ask about Mills. What was Mills convicted of? 

Ansiver. Stealing cotton. 

Question. How much cotton ? 
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Answer. I do not remember the quantity, sir, but it Tvas cotton stolen from tlie field 
in a basket. I do not remember the quantity. 

Quesilon. As much as could be carried in a basket ? 
Answer. At one time. 

Question, He was convicted of that one olFense ? 

Answer. I think the testimony was that he had been in the habit of stealing. 

Question. How much w^ould that basket of cotton be? 

Answer. In a hamper basket he could steal one hundred and fifty pounds. 

By Mr. Van Tru.aip : 

Question. Cotton with the seed in it ? 
Answer. l\^s, sir. 

By the CiiAiiniAN : 

Question. In that ease did he have a hamper full ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. For that was ho convicted and seuteuced for ten years ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was the man convicted of arson who was sentenced to death and 
his punishment commuted to ten years, and afterwards was released, after serving a 
short time, and returned here, and was one of the men who murdered Stevens and was 
Ku-Kluxed — Tom Byers. No, sir, we have rather a lenient judge. 

By jNIr. Tku:mp : 

Question. You have a law of the State which makes petty larceny a penitentiary 
offense ? 
Answer. No, sir ; grand larceny. 

By the CnAiR:\iAN : 
Question. What is grand larceny? 
Answer. Over twenty dollars. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. I sec in the report of the penitentiary that thej^ discriminate those con- 
victed for grand larceny and larceny. What does that mean ? 

Answer. 1 do not know. I am in&liued to think that Mills must have been convicted 
of carrying off more than a basket j he could not have carried off twenty dollars' worth. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Your record would show that ? 
Ansirer. Yes, sir, if the judge^s notes are preserved. 
Question. Your indictment would show the value alleged? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I suppose so. 
Question. And the sentence ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know ho.w much of the sentence he had fulfilled ? 

Answer. I do not know. He was discharged after a very brief service. 

Mr. Stevenson. In the Weekly Union Times of the 20th of January, 1871, appears 
the presentment of the grand jury for the January term — the first grand jury after the 
raid mentioned by this witness. 

"Presentment of the Grand Jury, J^vnuary Ter^i, 1871. 

"To the honorable William M. Thomas, judge of the sixth circuit : 

"Sir: The grand jury, in the discharge of their duties, have examined into the 
various matters and things to which their attention has been called hy the court. 

"After disposing of the various bills laid before us by the solicitor,^ we have directed 
our attention to the aftairs of the county, and before being dischargee!, beg leave, most 
respectfully, to present to the court our report. 

" The board of county commissioners, under whose jurisdiction are the publi'^ build- 
ings, poor-house, roads and bridges, and the finances of the county, have laid before us 
their report, which shows that, during the last fiscal year, $12,87)4 have been received 
by them, and expended for the various xmrposes and expenses of the county. The 
report is both full and satisfactory. The work on the court-house and jail, as far as 
finished, is creditable to workmen and the county. 

" We recommend that the new board of county commissioners go on and finish the 
improvements to both the court-house and jail, and place both in good order and con- 
dition for the various purposes for which both are intended to be used. 

" The grand jury, by its committee, have visited the poor-house, and report that the 
buildings are in good repair, and the inmates well cared for, and in a tidy and cleanly 
condition. The committee found a good supply of i)rovisions at the establishment, but 
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llio ])aiipers ask for a few necessaries, to wit, tobacco aud coffee, which we recommend 
be furnished to them. 

We recommend that the snperintendent again establish the kitchen and dining 
tabk^ in preference to his present plan of weighing ont and measuring rations. 

The county commissioners, in their report, call attention to the item of expenses 
under the head of nuUa-hona costs. We arc told that very heavy bills of nulla bona arc 
taxed up to the county for very small sums or value, on which suits have been brought. 
We respectfully call the attention of the court and the general assembly to this subject 
for the correction and modification of this expense to the county. 

'^The attention of the grand jury has been called by a petition to the incapacity of 
our present school commissioner, who, in his examination before us, proves incompe- 
tent to discharge the duties required bylaw ; that his excellency the governor appoint 
a good and competent man in his place. 

'•The grand jury has called upon the county treasurer, A. C. White, and on the 
auditor, B. D. Gulp, about the deficiency of S'2, 126,68, reported by the board of county 
commissioners. They have failed to statP to the grand jury, satisfactorily, why said 
deficiency has not been collected. 

The grand jury further present that the sale of ardent spirits is a growing evil : 
and we recommend that, in future, the grog-shops be closed on all sales days and 
during court weeks. 

''The recent disturbances in the county, resulting in bloodshed, has horrified the 
whole community. The cause wh4ch i)roduced these disturbances has been traced to 
the arming of the militia. 

The grand jury deplores these sad occurrences, and to save and prevent the further 
effusion of blood, recommend that his excellency the governor appoint a competent 
officer, whose duty it shall be to collect all the militia guns, and their fixed ammuni- 
tion, in this county, and remove and deposit them in the State arsenal in Columbia or 
Charleston. Lawlessness in our county is deprecated by all good and law-abiding citi- 
zens. As a peoi)le we cannot prosper without law and order, and in the maintenance 
of the sui)remacy of the law both races, united by mutual interest, may again join in 
the cultivation of the soil, build up our common country, and once more live together 
in peace and harmony. * 
"Respectfully submitted. 

"J. G. BAILEY, Foreman." 



UnionvillEj South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
JOSEPH F. GIST sworn and e-xamined. 

By the Chairmax : 
Question . Where do you reside ? 
Answer. I reside in this county, sir— Union County. 
Qvestion. Do you reside in this county town ? 

Ansiver. No sir. I have been staying here about two months, but it is not my home 
regularly. My place of residence for the last four years, since the war, has been about 
twelve miles north of this ; but since January I have had a room here at the hotel 
and have sjient most of my time here. 

Qutstion. VThat is your occupation ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I was a practicing lawyer previous to the war. Since that time I 
have been farming. 

Question. How long have you lived in this county ? 
Anstver. I was born and raised here, sir. 

The Chairman. I will request Judge Van Trump to take up the examination of this 
witness. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Colonel, will you state what you know with regard to the uprising of the 
negroes in Chester, and first state when it was ? 

Answer. I think it was the first week in last March. I happened to be in this town. 
It was the week A\iiich had been appointed for the holding of our circuit court, and 
we received intelligence here that a band, or a considerable body of armed negroes, had 
gone into Chester Court-House and assumed a very threatening attitude; that the citi- 
zens there anticipated a collision between the whites and blacks. A day or two after- 
ward we received further information that they had left the town of Chester, after 
staying there possibly a day and night, and Ave learned that there had been some fir- 
ing between the whites and blacks; that they had taken the road in the direction of 
this place— the main county road in the direction of Union ; and that the citizens on 
the west side of that district were apprehensive that they would be molested by 
the ncgi'oes, in fact, it seemed to be certain, from the messages we received, that tho 
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•negroes were perpetrating outrages, burning, and murdering indiscriminately, and 
they asked us to send them some assistance. Upon the receipt of that intelligence, 
Bome twenty or twenty-five men got together and determined to go to the assistance 
of the peox)le on the other side of the river. I thought about the matter, and they 
asked me, and I concluded to go. They were mostly young men, and I thought it 
best to go with them, knowing them and having some iniluence with them. Before I 
determined to go I went to the solicitor of our circuit, Mr. Brawley. 

By the Gir airman : 
Question. Does he reside here ? 

Ansivei'. No, sir ; he resides in Chester. Mr. Brawley is the solicitor of this circuit. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Was he here ? 

Ansice)\ Yes, sir ; attending court. I stated to him what I knew about it. He had 
just arrived here on that evening. I stated to him the intelligence we had received, 
and he told me that he knew more about it than I did possibly ; that he had come over 
just that day to this place, and passed this body of armed negroes, and they were 
marching in this direction, and there were about one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
armed men ; that he had stopped liis buggy in the midst of them ; that they were most 
or all of them negroes of Chester County, who knew him by reputation ; that he had got 
them together and attempted to expostulate with them ; advised them to go home and 
go to work, which they refused to do, and said they intended to remain and organize ; 
that they were able to protect themselves, and intended to do so. He said to mc, " I 
think it would be best for you to go." I apprehended danger to the people and to the 
community, from the fact of these negroes having arms, and having no i)ersou with 
them except their own color. I left home about 8 o'clock at night, and rode over within 
three miles of where I understood the negroes were encamped. There 1 met some 
twenty-five or thirty gentlemen from that section of the country. 

Question. White men ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. Upou meeting them I stopped the party I had charge of» and 
selected a couple of the most intelJigent gentlemen, and had a conference with them. 
This was about 12 or 1 o'clock at night. My proposition was to wait until morning, 
and we would go and hunt them up, and I had no doubt I could get to see them and 
talk to them. I had been in the habit of governing negroes. I had owned a great 
many I had raised, and I thought that I could persuade them to go home and go to 
work. They thought it. not worth while. They had sent a committee of gentlemen 
before I got there, just about dark — men upon whose plantations most of these negroes 
were working — who had gone to them and attempted to reason with them and get 
them back to work ; but they had refused and fired on the party that had gone there. 
This was a partj^ of some ten or twelve men. Under these circumstances, I thought it 
my duty to go on and see them, at all events. I then left there a little before day. 
About fifty or sixty men were with me at the time. About sun-up I approached the 
place which had been described to me as the place where the negroes were. I left the 
main body of the men I had, and took about fifteen or twenty up the road, or in 
advance three or four hundred yards, leaving the majority in the rear. When within 
about thirty or forty yards of a church^I think called Salem church, seeing no negroes, 
the first intimation I had they ox)ened fire upon me at about forty yards. 

Question, Were you in the road ? 

Anstvcr. Yes, sir ] in the big road. We were mounted. They opened fire from the 
right-hand side of the road, a thick place with a ledge of boulders, rocks, by the road. 
Question. What was the elFect of the first fire f 

Ansiver. They shot one man and wounded several horses. One ball passed through 
my coat-collar. 

Question. It was a volley in full aim against the party ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; at forty-rods range. I ordered to dismount and fi:re. We dis- 
mounted and gave back the fire. The negroes took shelter behind these rocks and 
k6pt up the fire. I with my party fired four or five rounds, but saw it was useless, 
that we could not dislodge them, and ordered a flank movement to get in their rear. 
We did so, and opened another volley upon them. They commenced then to run. It 
was a very thick, hilly ground, with cedars and pines. They broke and ran, and we 
pursued them for, I suppose, three-quarters of a mile or a mile. c 

Question. Had you in the mean time called up your rear forces or not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I called up the forces I had left behind. It was a running fire then 
for about three-quarters of a mile. The negroes would run two or three hundred yards 
and turn and fire. They did not keep in a compact body, but groui:>s of ten or fifteea 
together. Most of us were on horseback, and the country very rough. They got so 
far ahead that we finally lost sight of them. 

Question. Had you any means of ascertaining how many negroes there were ? 

Ansiver, No, sir; no direct means. From having been accustomed to see soldieis, 
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men under arms, I would suppose there were between eighty and a hundred, not undei 
eighty nor over a hundred^ although Mr. Brawley informed me that there were one 
hundred aud tifty when he saw them. 

Question. Do you know who was in command of them ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; a negro named Wilkes. I do not know him. I might have seen 
him, hut did not know him. 

Quesiion. What was his character ? 

Answer. The only knowledge I had of his character is from his behavior on that 
occasion. W^hen they first opened lire, at the first volley, I could hear him very dis- 
tinctly. I was within forty steps of the negro line, and he spoke encouragement to . 
his men to never run — to fight it out and kill the last damned white man on the face > 
of the earth. The only reason I have for saying it ^yas Wilkes, the captain of the com- 
pany, who made the expression, is, I captured a negro, and one at least, or more, of my 
party having ca'ptured a negro, they were very much enraged, and were in the act of 
executing him, and I heard the negro halloo one hundi'cd and fifty yards ofi^, and I gal- 
loped to the spot and stopped it, and put him under a guard, and directed him to be 
taken to the road ; and when I got him back I examined this negro, and he informed 
me that this man who talked so loud and used this expression was captain of the 
company. 

Question, Did yon observe what effect your firing had upon the negroes, how many 
were killed and hurt ? 

Answer. I cannot state how many were killed. I am very certain there were not 
more than five, if so many. I did not see that 'many, but they were very much 
scattered. The men who were with me and the negroes became very much scattered, 
covering an area of half a mile. It ^vas very thick and it was a running fight. 

Question. IIow long had they been in that position by the side of that road before 
you got there ? 

Ansicer. They came there the day before. They had been there, I suppose, some 
thirty hours. 

Question. Wliere did the great body of them belong ? 

Ansice7\ In that ])articular section of the country. They had barricaded the road 
with logs and rocks. 

Question. Did you see that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the road picketed before you got there, according to your information ? 

Answer. I don't know that to be a fact. I understood so from the people who lived 
in that neighborhood, that all the roads were picketed, and every one who passed was 
stopped. 

Question. Give us a full account of all you heard of what these negroes had done at 
Chester, or elsewhere, before you started from Unionville. 

Answer. I heard nothing, except that they had gone to Chester and taken possession 
of the village of Chester, and there had been some firing between the citizens and the 
negroes. That was my understanding by the report I received. They had assembled 
some three hundred w hite men with their arms, and there was finally a compromise, 
if I may so term it, between them ; and the negroes said if the white people would put 
down their arms and leave they would leave. The white people went olf and the negroes 
went off*, but returned that night and occupied their position at night. 

Question. Were there any more armed negroes at Chester except this band on the 
road between that place and this ? 

An8we)\ There must have necessarily been more, from the account I received of it in the 
village of Chester, than this company, because they was represented to be two hundred 
and more at Chester, and I do not think there were over eighty or one hundred when 
I met them. 

Question. Did you ever learn for what reason they made this raid upon Chester ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How far from where these negroes were met on the roadside had they to 
travel from where they lived in Chester ? 
Answci'. Eight to ten miles. They were on adjacent j)lantations. 
Question. What were they armed with ? 

Answer. They had breech-loading rifles, which they had received from the State 
government, issued to the militia. I captured a good many guns. 

Question. Do you know any other fact indicating that they belonged to the regularly 
organized militia ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know that the negro I captured told me he belonged to this 
company and it was a regular militia company ; that they were regular militia com- 
panies; and they told me further that the night preceding my attack they had sent a 
deputation to Chester and had drawn their ammunition. 

Question. After they had left Chester ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they went back to get an additional supply of ammunition. 
Question. From whom ? 
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Answer. From some one of the regular militia. 
Question. From an armory there ? 

Aiistver. Yes, sir ; I don't know about that. They told me they got their arms from 
the clerk of the court. 
Question. Who was he f 

Answ€7\ A white man named Reister. I never heard the name before. I had not 
been to Chester for two years before that. 
Question. Was it John C. Reister ? 
Anstcei'. I think that was his name. 
Question. What was his rank f 
Answer. He was clerk of the court — a civil officer. 

Question. I see on page 618 of the governor's message and accompanying documents 
for 1870 that he signs his name John C. Reister, major. 
Answer. He may have been both a civil and military officer. 

Question. Look at that and see if you can tell by the regiment that that is the man? 

Anszver. [Examining.] That is the man j they had sent to him for ammunition. 
That is what was told me by this negro. 

Question. Does that purport to be a receipt for ten thousand rounds of ammunition 
loaded ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that after tliis occurrence ? 

Ansidcr. No, sir; that was previous to my going to Chester. 

Question, Will you read that receipt ? 

Answer. "receipt for issues. 

"To Major J. C. Reister, Uth Regiment N. G. S. C. : 

" Received, at Columbia, S. C, this twenty-sixth day of August, 1870, of Captain J. 
Kennedy, acting ordnance officer, S. C, the following ordnance and ordnance stores, as 
per invoice dated the twenty-sixth day of August, 1870 : 

"Ten Thousand rounds of ammunition, (Roberts.) 

"JOHN C. REISTER, Major," 

Question. Is that about all ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, about all. I came back home next day. Everything seemed 
quiet. 

Question. Will you know, from the names of the dilferent commanders of companies 
and the letters of companies, aud numbers of the regiments, what arms were distrib- 
uted and to how many companies in this county? 

Answer. I do not know; I have never paid any attention to it. I can tell you, I 
think, who were the captains of the companies, or of some of them. There were a good 
many conii)anies organized under the militia act in this county ; but I do not remem- 
ber of but two or three that received arms. One of those companies that received arms 
was commanded by Alexander Walker ; the other by Dow Reed, and Milton Walker. I 
think those were the only companies that received any arms in this county, although 
five or six companies were formed. 

Question. On page 611 of the same documeut I show you a receiixt which I will ask 
you to read. 

Answer. "receipt for issues 

" To Captain L. Dow Reed, Comjyanij E, l?tth Begiment N. G, S. C. : 

"•Received, at Columbia, S..C., this eighteenth day of August, 1870, of General J. B 
Dennis, acting ordnance officer, S. C, the following ordnance and ordnance stores, as 
per invoice dated the eighteenth day of August, 1870. 

."Eighty-two rifle muskets ; eighty-two bayonet scabbards; eighty-two tompions; 
eighty-two screw-drivers and wrenches; eighty-two brush- wipers ; twenty tumbler- 
punches ; eighty-two cartridge-boxes ; eighty-two cartridge-box belts ; eighty-two cap- 
pouches and cone-picks : eighty-two waist belts and plates : eighty-two gun-slings. 
. "L.DOW REED. 

"Per J. S. MOBLEY." 

Question. What were those other two names you mentioned ? 

Anstver. Alexander Walker and Milton Wallace. I think those were the names of 
the companies that were armed. 
Question. Was it Andy Walker ? 
Ansiver. Alexander Walker. 
Question. Then I suppose it is J. A. Walker ? 

Ansiver, 1 expect that is the man. He is known here as Aleck Walker. 
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Qucsiion. Was that Company D, Thirteenth Kegiment ? 

Answer. I think the receipt says they were received by Mobley. Mohloy drew all 
the arms for this county. Mobley brought he guns here. 

QiKStion. Will you read that receipt for Company D, of the Thirteenth Regiment, 
page Gl'J of the same document ? 

Answer, " receipt FOR ISSUES. 

' To Captain J. A. Walker, Company D, I2th Rc/jiment S. C. : 

Received at Columbia, S. C, this eighteenth day of August, 1870, of General J. B. 
Dennis, A.O.O., S.C., the following oa:dnance and ordnance stores, as per invoice dated 
the eighteenth day of August, 1870 : 

" Ninety-eight riflc-nittskets ; ninety-eight bayonets and scabbards ; ninety-eight tom- 
pions ; ninety-eight screw-drivers and wrenches ; ninety-eight brush-wipers ; twenty- 
four tumbler-punches ; ninety-eight cartridge-boxes; ninety-eight cartridge-box belts ; 
ninety-eight cap-pouches and cone-picks ; ninety-eight waist belts and plates ; ninety- 
eight' gun-slings. 

''J. A.WALKER. 
" Per J, S. MOBLEY." 

Question. Here is also another company, of Milton Wallace ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

RECEIPTS FOR ISSUES. 

^^To Captain Milton Wallace, Comjiany F, Viih Regiment X. G. S. C, : 

''Received at Columbia, S. C, this eighteenth day of August, 1670, of General J. B. 
Dennis, acting ordnance ofiScer, S. C, the following ordnance and ordnance stores, as 
per invoice dated the eighteenth day of August, 1870 : 

"Ninety-eight rifle-muskets; ninety-eight bayonet-scabbards; ninety-eight tompions; 
ninety-eight screw-drivers and wrenches ; ninety-eight brush-wipers ; twenty-four tum- 
bler-punches ; ninety-eight cartridge-boxes; ninety-eight cartridge-box belts; ninety- 
eight cap-pouches and cone-picks; ninety-eight waist belts and plates; ninety-eight 
gun-slings. 

MILTON WALLACE. 
"Per J. S. MOBLEY." 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How far is Chester from this town ? 
Answer, About twenty-nine miles, I think. 
Question. What is its population ! 

^inswer. 1 do not know, sir ; I suppose one thousand or one thousand two hundred. 
I cannot speak definitely on that matter. 

By Mr. Van Trump: * 
Question. What is the proportion of the two races ? 
Answer. There is a very large majority of colored people, freedmen. 

By the Chairman : 
Qucsiion. Do you mean in the town or county ? 
Ansico'. In the county. 
Question. I am asking about the town f 
Answer. I don^t know ; I had not been there for years. 

QuesVwn, Do you know the proportion between the white and colored people in the 
town ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What is the ditference in the county ? 

Attswer. A large majority are colored; I know from the election returns. 
Question. What was the cause of the negroes going to Chester in unusual numbers ? 
Answe)'. I do not know. 
QuesUm. Did you never hear ? 

Ansxcer. I never did. I am under the impression that there wa« no disturbance 
between the citizens of Chester and the negroes. 

Question. What was the date of this occurrence, when yon went to Chester ? 

Answer. I went over the first week in March ; I do not remember the date. I think 
it was on Tuesday night of the first w eek in March. I know our court was held the 
first week in March. 

Question. Did you hear nothmg of the fact that "about two weeks before that a body 
of disguised men, in the upper part of the county of Chester, had gone to the houses 
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of three colored meu, taken tbeia out and beaten tbem badly, and taken frouj their 
bouses three muskets belonging to the State ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you never hear it ? 

Answer. I never did. I have heard a good many of these reports all over the country, 
but I cannot recollect any. 

Question. I do not want to go outside of the county of Chester. Please to remember 
I am asking about that county. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you never hear that three men had been taken out there, whipped, and 
State arms taken from them, shortly before these men went to Chester ? 

Answer'. No, sir. In fact, up to the time when I went there I had heard notliing at 
all of any disturbance in Chester. 

Question. Did you hear nothing about the three men thus whipped going to Mr. 
Cranford about the fact ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And charging him with being one of the parties who took the arms ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. And finding there tlio guns in a broken and useless condition ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I have no recollection of that. 
Question. You never heard of it ? 

Ansif;er. No, sir. Let me correct my testimony. You asked me if I had heard of any 
disturbance in Chester. I said I had not. I presumed you alluded to something recent. 

Question. I did not ask a general question, but this specific question about taking 
those arms from those three men I 

Answer. I understand you, sir. 

Question. Do you say you never heard of one of those men coming to Cranford, and 
charging him with being one of the men, and finding there the broken guns ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. And taking them away from him ? 
Ansiver. I know nothing of the circumstance. 

Question. Did you never hear that a few days after that another body of disguised men 
attacked the house of a colored man named James Woods, in Chester County 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you not hear the fact that he had received notice of such an intention, 
and had got a few friends with him, and had fired on them when they came, and wounded 
one of them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard of a man being wounded before I went there. 
Question. Nor of the killing of one of their horses ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Nor of several of their masks and cloaks being captured on that occasion ? 

Answer. If that is the time these negroes were encamped at the church 

Question. No, sir ; I am speaking of a period before that time— prior to their going 
to Chester. 
Ansiver. Ko, sir. 

Question. Did you never hear that on the following Sunday night the masked party 
went back again to Woods's house in larger force, and again attacked them, aud were 
again repulsed ? 

Ansiver. No, sir, I never did. 

Question. That on the following Monday the membei;^ of that company went into 
Chester, to this Major Reister, to complain of these acts ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. That brings it up to the time of my hearing of it in Chester. Pre- 
vious to my hearing that they had gone to Chester I had heard nothing of these trans- 
actions. 

Question. But after you went to Chester you had a great deal of talk about it ? 
Ayiswer. I staid but a short time. I rode all night, and left the same evening to come 
back. 

Question. Did you have a great deal of talk with the people there ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I had no conversation but with one single gentleman. 
Question. Nothing about what led to this ? 

Answer. No, sir. "Wo went into Chester Court-House village about 3 or 4 o'clock in 
the evening. I had ridden all night and day, andx was very feeble, and Went down to 
the hotel. I had some few moments with a gentleman named Walker. I went up-stairs 
to bed, and directed them to wake me when the train came. I was not able to ride 
home, and I came back on the train by way of Columbia. 

Question. You went twenty-nine miles to the relief of the people of Chester, to guard 
against an impending calamity, dispersed the negroes, and went into the town and 
came away without ever having any conversation except with one man, about the 
causes of all this j is that so ? 
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Ansiccr. I rode to the hotel door, dismouiitod from my horse, am\ then never luft the 
hotel nntil I took the train to go to Colnnibin. 

Question. Will you answer me ? You state that you -went twenty-nine miles to 
relieve the people from this pjreat calamity which was imx^ending, as you say, and after 
having dispersed the negroes rode into Chester, and had no conversation -with anybody 
except one man, about the causes which led to all this disturbance or the events 
which had occurred during the time the negroes were there ? 

Ausiver. Yes, sir; I had no conversation except with Mr. Walker, and a very few 
moments with him. 

Qiiestioii. Did you learn nothing from him about what led to the negroes coming 
into town ? 
Ansit'cr. No, sir. 
Que}^iion. Not a thing ? 

Answer. Wo learned this : that the negroes had come there with a view to see this 
man Roister. 

Quefition. What about ? 

Answer. I don't know ; I suppose they wanted protection from him, 

Qitesiion, What led them to require protection 1 

Answer. I had heard of no disturbance previous to going over there. 

Qnestion. You merely understood that they wanted protection ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was my understanding. 

Question. Against whom ? 

Answer. 1 have no idea. It was of course against the white men ; certainly not 
against black men. 

Qnestion. Had you not curiosity enough to inquire who had assailed them, and what 
they wanted i^rotection against ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't care to learn, sir. 

Question. Did you not learn that owing to the excitement which existed in conse- 
quence of that company coming to Chester, the intendant of the town called upon Mr. 
licister and agreed that if the major would get the colored men to leave the town, the 
citizens would guarantee that nothing should happen thereafter against them ? 

Answer. I learned that here ; that there was a compromise made between the white 
people assembled in Chester and the negroes, and they were umtually to leave the 
town, upon what understanding I do not know. 

Question. Was it not the understanding that if those of the militia who had come in 
under this excitement would leave the town, they should bo protected? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of any understanding of that sort. 

Question. What was the compromise ? 

Answer. My understanding of the compromise was that there were two parties, the 
negroes and the whites, arrayed against each other in Chester, and that in order to 
prevent bloodshed it was nuitually agreed that each i^arty was to withdraw from the 
town. 

Question. What were they arrayed against each other about ? 

Answer. I do not know, unless it was the negroes coming there in a hostile attitude, 
and the white people arraying themselves in a similar manner to repel ai^y force. 
Question. Did they give any reason for coming there ? 
Answer. None that 1 know of. 
Question. None whatever ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you not learn there that on Monday night following, the citizens were 
informed by the intendant' of the town to do guard duty, in consequence of being 
afraid of fires in that town, but that the major of this regiment, Eeister himself, re"^ 
ported with some colored militia for duty, to prevent any such calamity as firiug the 
town ? 

Answer. I know nothing of it. I left Chester the same day I got* there, and went to 
Columbia on the railroad. 

Question. Did you not learn that the colored men went out of the town, and when 
they had gone out, large bodies of armed strangers began to come into the town, and 
that the night train from Rock Dill brought do^vn a large armed squad ? 

Answer. No, sir; my understanding was that the Avhite people left the town simul- 
taneously with the negroes ; that it was a mutual understanding that both parties 
were to leave the town. * 

Question. Had there not been white men there from the country, also ? 

Answer. As' a matter of course, I should take that for granted. 

Question. There was nobody, no troops of any sort, in Chester that day that you 
know of? 

Ansicn-. Yes, sir ; I rode through the town without stopping ; and I don't know 

Question. Where had they come from ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. What day of the week did you go down ? 
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Jnsicer. 1 am under the impression that I left here on Tuesday or Wednesday night 
I could fix the date. 

Question. Did you not learn that both the intendant of the town and the citizens had 
promised that nothing should happen to these colored men, and that a short time after 
that an attack was hegun at the depot by those very men from Rock Hill ? 

Ansu-er. No, sir, I never heard that. I learned that there had been some firing be- 
tween the whites and blacks previous to this. 

Question, You say you left there on Tuesday ? 

Ansice^\ Tuesday night about 8 o'clock, I think. 

Question. Do you mean the evening of Tuesday or Monday ? 

Anstver. It was the evening of Tuesday, I think. 

Question. Did you learn there that a considerable body of men had arrived from 
Winnsborough the same evening ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; I heard there had been a considerable number of men there from 
the country, but w^here from I don't know ; but they had left when I went there. 

Question. What day 'was it the negroes you met had left Chester f 

Answer. I think on Monday j I am not certain about that ; my impression is that it 
was Monday ; they were there on the road on Tuesday ; I found them there on Wed- 
nesday morning. 

Question. Until the time that you arrived there had these men who were there fired 
on anybody ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir. Do you mean the men I met already assembled ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. No, sir, 1 think not ; I heard of nothing of the sort. On the contrary, they 
had had an interview with this company of negroes. They had sent a committee to 
them, and had had an interview with the ofiicers of these negro militia, and attempted 
to adjust their difficulties. 

Question. You approached with how many men ? 

Answer. I approached with, I suppose, twenty men. 

Question. Were they all persons who had gone with you from this town ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many went with you from this town ? I understood you to say twenty 
or twenty- five. 

Answer. I think I started from here with about fifteen or sixteen men, and on the 
way to the river several more joined mc. 

Question. That would make twenty to twenty-five ? 
Answer. About fifteen to twenty from here. 

Question. Had none of the people with whom you conferred joined you ? 

Answer'. They were the people. The people with whom I conferred I met about three 
miles from where the negroes were encamped. I met the white men assembled there 
and I conferred with them. 

Question. When you went on to Chester did none of them join you ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; a few did. 

Question. How many ? 

Answer. About twenty-five. 

Question. Then you had fifty men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said about twenty, I thought ? 

Answer. You misunderstood me. I said about fifty men were with me, but I went in 
advance to look after the negroes with about twenty men. 
Question. How were they armed ? 

Answer. With double-barreled shot-guns and rifles — breech-loading rifles. 
Question. Were they traveling in military order ? 

A7isw€i\ No, sir; we were riding along loose. They had requested me to take charge 
of this command. We had no regular military organization. 

Question. The whole twenty of you rode up to where the negroes were ? 
Ansicer. We were riding in files of two, and perhaps sometimes three. 
Question. Did you know where the negroes were ? 

Answer. We didn't know to a certainty ; we had been informed where they were the 
evening previous. 

Question. What was your intention in going on to Chester, when this arrangement 
had been arrived at, as you had been informed, for th6 armed men, negroes, and whites 
both, to leave the town ? 

Ansiver. I stated to you before we had received intelligence that this party, armeil, 
had left Chester and was marching in the direction of Broad River, aud that the people 
between where these negroes were and the west i)art of that district were apiuehen- 
sive that there would be violence offered to them by these negroes, and requested us 
to come over there to assist them — not the people of Chester, but the people this side 
of where the negroes were encamped. The negroes were about ten miles this side of 
Chester. 
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Question . You say twenty or twenty-five men from tliis place went, and that they 
asked you to join them, and were mostly young men ? 
Amivcr. No, sir, I didn't say twenty-five ; I said fifteen or twenty from this xdace. 
Qnestion. Yon say they asked you to join them? 

Answer. No, sir; they did not ask me, not those that were going, but some other gen- 
tlemen proposed that I should go with them. I consented to do so. 
Question. To whom did the information come from Chester? 

Jnsu'cr. It came here by Mr. Brawley. He came over and brought information as to 
the position of these negroes, and what he thought were their ulterior ends. 
Qucstiou. Did you get information from Chester ? 

Auswer. No, sir; not from the court-house, but from Chester district, east of Broad 
River, from several men. 

Qftestion. Did anybody send you word about it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Quesihn. From whom did yon get the request to go ? 

Answer. We got the request from some two or three cfcifferent persons. 

Question. I am not speakhig of others, but of you personally. From whom did you 
get the request to go ; who asked you ? 

Answer. I cannot recollect, but I am under the impression that Dr. Thomson sug- 
gested that it would bo well enough for me to go along with them, and maybe Mr. 
Steen; the matter was talked of publicly; it was no disguise, no secret, and Mr. 
Munroe, 1 think, said to me ho thought it would be well f^r me to go. This was no 
secret expedition. 

Qnestion. 1 am aware of that. Do yon know from whom, in Chester, the request came 
to this town? 

Answei'. I think the request was sent here by Major Wilkes, I know, and by Dr. Mc- 
Calluni. 

Question. Do they reside in Chester? 

Answer. No, sir ; but in the neighborhood where these negroes were encamped. 
Question. To whom did this request come? 
Answer. To no one in particular. 
Question. Who received it? 

Answer. It was received at the door of the hotel, I recollect, when I was present; 
there were a great many present. 

Question. To whom was it addressed ? 

Answer^ To nobody in particular — to anybody that got the request. It was not 
written. 

Question. Who delivered it? 

Answe)\ I think one gentleman whose name was Woods. I don't pretend to state this 
as a fact. 

Question. To whom was this verbal request delivered ? • 

Answe)'. It was delivered to — well, I can't say; it was delivered to any one — not me 
particularly. 

Question. Were you there ? 
A7iswer. I was there. 
Question. And heard it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I recollect I have a nephew who lives below the town 

()Me8/io«. What is his name? 

Anstcer. Bon. C. Gist; he had heard* the report; his mother is a widow lady; he is a 
boy ; she is living on the bank of the river, just opposite where these negroes were ; he 
came up and a young man named Thomson, from Chester, and he mentioned it to me, 
I know. 

Question. Did you learn that a request of this kind had been sent to any other place 
than here ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir, about that. 
Question. Did you meet anybody else from other quarters? 

Answer. No, sir; but I understood that there were a great many men collected there. 
I give this merely as hearsay. At the place where this little rencontre took place I 
lexirned that the evening afterward some three or four hundred white men assembled. 

Question. Armed? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I presume so. I take that for granted, but I didn't go back. 
Question. Until the time that these negroes fired upon you, had they fired upon any- 
bo<ly that you learned of? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, Whom? 

Question. Upon seven or eight or ten gentlemen, who had passed the road a short 
time previous. 

Question. Who were they T 

Answer. I did recollect some of their names. One man had lost his hat, I know, and 
another had his horse shot. 
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Question. Did you learn in any of these conferences that none of that* resulted from 
the apprehension of the negroes that they would be attacked after the arrangement 
made in Chester that they should not be disturbed ? 

Answer. I don't know that fact. 

Question. Did you know or not that they had that apprehension ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I can't account for their apprehension. All I knew of the fact of 
the transaction or of what had previously occurred in Chester, if I ever heard it, has 
escaped me. 

Qiiesiion. How many of your men were killed and wounded ? 
Answer. Only one was wounded. 
Qmstion. That is the one you spoke of as being shot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say he was wounded ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ,• he has since got well. He had his thigh amputated. 

Question. How many negroes were killed or wounded? 

Answer. I cannot tell you ; I do not think there were more than five. 

Question. Do you mean killed or wounded ? 

Answer. That were killed? 

Question. Five were killed? 

Answe)\ I saw but one solitary negro that was killed, but I heard some two or three 
others were killed in different places. 
Question. How many were wounded ? 
Answer. None that I know of. 
Question. All that you heard of were killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that the encounter, in which you say the negroes fired on you coming uu, 
resulted most disastrously to them ? 

Answer'. Yes, sir ; but 1 must say at the same time that, although we made a remark- 
ably lucky escape, our preservation was owing to their being inexpert with fire-arms. 
Had I had their positition I think I should have annihilated this whole command. 

Question. You do not know who was in command, except that this man Wilkes was 
there? 

Answer. I was informed so ; I never heard of him before. 

Question. You passed from that subject to the captains of the militia companies in 
this county. You say there were three I 
Ansiver. Three who were armed. 

Question. Can you give us an equal number of the captains of the Ku-Klux Klan in 
this county? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I know nothing of the Ku-Klux. I have never seen a man dis- 
guised in iny life cxccj^t at a fancy ball. 

Question, The organization of these militia companies was in pursuance of the laws 
of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; by proclamation of the governor. Our legislature passed a militia 
law, and the negroes were organized under that law. 
Question. So that they were a lawful organization ? 
Answer. They were, strictly siieaking. 

Question. The Ku-Klux Klan, as you understand it, is an uulawful organization ? 

Answer. I don't know as I have any authority to say, and I don't know of niy own 
knowledge that any such organization exists. I hear these things as I hear reports, 
sir, and other matters. I never have seen a Ku-Klux. In all the raids and difficulties 
here I have not been here. At the first raid upon this jail I was in Columbia. I never 
heard of it until after it took place. At the second raid I was in North Carolina, above 
this some forty miles. 

Question. Have you no knowledge of the existence of the organization in this 
county ? 

A7iswer. No, sir ; but from report. 

Question. What knowledge have you of it from report ? 

Answer. I heard that there are Ku-Klux Klaus, organizations known as Ku-Klux ; 
whether they exist or not I can't say. What is the nature of the organization I have 
no means of knowing. 

Question. Have you no belief on that subject as to whether they exist or not ? 

Aimver. Well, sir ; I have nothing to found my belief upon. I have never seen any- 
thing of the sort. If common rumor will enable me to form a belief, then I could very 
easily form one. 

Question. You acted upon a rumor or information of a messenger from Chester that 
the negroes were there and the whites apprehended danger ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard from any messenger, or any source, of the killing of 
any men in this county by disguised men f 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 
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Question. Do you believe they werQ killed by disguised meu f 
Ansicer. I have ocular demonstration of it. ^ 
Question. How many ? 
Ansiccr. Only one. 
Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. It was a negro living upon my place. 
Question. What was his name ? 
Answer. Tilman Ward. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. What other name had he ? 
Answer. That is his name. 

Question. Had he not several names ? • 
Answer. No, sir ; that is his name — only that. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. What was the date of his being killed ? 

Answer. About two months ago. I am satisfied, from the testimony before the inquest 
and all the circumstances connected with it, that he was killed by disguised men ; 
because I have taken a good deal of pains to investigate that matter with the deter- 
mination to prosecute those who killed him. 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. He lived on your farm ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; on my place. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. What kind of a negro was he ? 

Answer. A good negro, industrious and peaceable, and 1 believe as honest as negroes 
generally are — a good worker. 

Question. What reasons are given for killing him ? 

Answer. 1 can explain the reason, because 1 have taken the pains to investigate. 
Question. Go on and state. 

Answer. The difficulty occurred — I do not think I am warranted in calling names, 
it was^ white man's wife — two years ago Tilman Ward, the negro — I don't know 
how I can state it without telling something about the white gentleman. 

Question. Go on and let us have it. 

Answer. I intend to be very modest about him anyhow. Two years ago this negro, 
living upon a place which was worked by a man named Lemasters, had a young step- 
daughter with whom Lemasters became very intimate and had a child by her. This 
she told me herself 

Question. How is that? 

Ansiver. Two years ago Tilman Ward lived on Lemasters's plantation and had a step- 
daughter, and Lemasters, who is a married man, became very intimate with this step- 
daughter, a negro girl, so much so that it gave his wife a great deal of trouble and 
uneasiness. This girl eventually had a child, a white child, and she had no hesitation 
in saying who was the father of the child. This embittered his wife much more against 
him. They got into such a condition that they were quarreling constantly, and he 
got to abnsing his wife and eventually quit his \vife. There were some three or four 
men came to this negro's house some two months before he was killed. These men 
were disguised, and said to him, " We want you to leave this place, and take this girl 
away; you cannot stay here." He was alarmed at it, and came to myself and 
my brother and said what he had been told. I said he had a right to live there, and 
no matter who they were they had no right to interfere with him ; that this matter 
of this girl and white man was a matter lor which he was not blamable, and to stay 
there. He did so. Four men came again a second time. They called at this boy's 
house. They told him they had come there and they had ordered him to leave ; that lie 
hadu't left, on account of this diiSculty, and going on telling him it was on account 
of this 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You say the lirst men told him that he must take this girl with him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the object. The second time they came back they said 
they had given him notice to remove this girl, and he had not done it, and they 
intended to punish him. He said ho had no control over her ; she was a step-daugh- 
ter of hi:?, living there upon our place, and he did not think he was to blame. They 
told him to come out of his house, they would see about it. This was the testimony 
l)rctty much that I got from the negroes ju'esent. They brought the girl out and told 
her they intended to give her a good whipping, and told him to stand there. " Don't 
you run," they said. The boy is a timid boy, and it was a very dark night, and ho 
broke and run. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question. When you say "boy, " yon mean her father ? 

Answei\ No, sir ; her step-father. He broke and run abont sixty or seventy yards, 
and four or five pistols were fired, and some two or three hours afterward Ave found 
him shot. 

Question. That is the history of it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Now I am satisfies! that the party that went there were the rela- 
tions of this man's wife, but I have not proof enough to indict them, or I would 
to-morrow. 

Question. Is Lemasters living in this neighborhood yet ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A white man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. An owner of land ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he a plantation ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he been prosecuted for seducing that negro's daughter ? 

Ansxoer. I think not. 

Question. Has he been Ku-Kluxed ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Why the distinction ? 

Ansicer. I can't account for it. 

Question.' Why not Ku-Klux the seducer as well as the victim ? 
Answer. I can't account for it. 
Question. How do you account for it ? 

Answer. I clon't know how to account for it, only from the fact that such things have 
been common in this country. 

Question. For white men to seduce negroes and go with impunity ? 

Answer: I have never heard of a case of bastardy. W"e have no law for it in our 
State. You cannot indict for bastardy. 

Question. Is there no law here against bastardy ? 

Answer. No, sir ; our wise legislators have neglected to make it. 

Question. Is there no law against adultery in this State ? 

Answer. I don't know as to that. 

Question. Think of it a moment. 

Answer. I think possibly there is. 

Question. VVhy does not your virtuous community down there indict this man for 
adultery with a negro woman ? 

Answer. I do not know that I can account for the morals of the community, or be 
held accountable for them. I only state what I know of them. 

Question. Our desire is to get at that public sentiment which gives impunity to one 
set of citizens and scourges the other to death ? 

Answer. I think both white and black of our community have been visited with 
punishment. 

Question, There is an instance which you give. Is Lemasters excluded from society 
here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is regarded as a very low man. I regard him as such. 

Question. Is that not an additional reason why he ought to be Ku-Kluxed? 

Answer. Another thing since then has transpired. Lemasters once occupied a very 
good position ; he was a manager for my family for many years, and we had the utmost 
confidence in him ; but since that 

Question. Not wishing to hold you responsible for the morals of the community, but 
as some of your citizens have testified before us that these Ku-Klux operations are car- 
ried on only against men of low and bad character, I will ask you to give us your belief 
of the reason why the white man, the seducer and adulterer, has not been punished, 
and why the negro girl has been ? 

Ansicer. Well, I can give you no reason for it. Senator, only it is under the peculiar 
state of feeling in this country. 

Question. What state of feeling do you allude to ? 

Answer. Well, sir, there is a general feeling in this community to punish both black 
and white, but it seems not to have partaken of this character, so far as the morals are 
concerned. So far as morality is concerned, there is no notice taken of it here. I have 
known no indictment for bastardy. 

Question. But there has been notice taken of it. They whipped this girl for it, and 1 
ask for your opinion of the reason for that distinction ? 

Answei'. I can give you no opinion. My opinion about it is this : That the relatives 
of this man's wife did it, because I am morally satisfied in my own judgment that they 
were the ones who perpetrated this crime — this murder — as I am free to call it. I am 
morally certain it was the relatives of this man's wife, from the very fiict that she 



SOUTH CAROLINA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



1053 



was a relation of tLeirs, and they felt themselves hound to remove this source of dis- 
satisfaction from her. 

Quvsiion. You are morally satisfied that they were her relations? 
Aiisicer. I have no proof. 

Question. Give us the names of the men who you are morally satisfied committed 
that murder ? • 
Answer. I shall not do it, because I have no proof. 
Question. Wo require you to do it. 

Answer. I am morally satisfied that they were her relations. 
Question. Are you morally satisfied who they were? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Who are her relations that you are satisfied did it ? 

Answer. I don't think I am at liberty to mention them ; it is merely -opinion. 

Question. We have had a good deal of that. 

Answer. I fehall decline to charge who they are. I might say I believe you have been 
a murderer. 

Question. Do you decline to give the names? 

Answer. I do, most assuredly. I should think it would be an outrage on my part to 
do it. 

Question. You say you wish to bring these parties to justice ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and if I knew their names, iind could convict them, I would indict 
them to-morrow morning. This thing having transpired, I came down here and con- 
sulted with gentlemen of this town, and was requested by them to go back and inves- 
tigate the matter. 

Question. Are her relatives respectable people ? 

Answer. It is a large family. Some are very good people — well, sir, they are country 
people. 

Question. People of good character ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I have never known them to be guilty of theft or anything of the 
sort. They stand as fair as people of that standing. 
Question. Are t^ey rich or poor ? 
Answer. Generally poor. 

Question. Is there anything against them in that neighborhood, as far as character is 
concerned ? , 
Answei'. Nothing that I am aware of. 

Question. You have introduced this as evidence of the fact that you know murders 
are committed by men in disguise. Is that the only case you know of? 
Answer. The only case. 

Question. Have you heard of any others that you were satisfied of? 

Answer. I have heard of others, but I don't know whether it was so or not. 

Question. How many have you heard of that you are satisfied were committed — I do 
not ask who committed them — in this county ? 

Answer. I heard of the murder of Owens. I think there was an inquest held. I 
heard of a negro being shot over Pacolet. That is merely hearsay. I never heard 
anybody say they saw him shot, or saw the body; and I have seen no proceedings of 
the coroner's inquest. 

Question. You heard of the ten men who were shot here on being taken out of jail ? 

Ansteer. I have heard of that ; I have seen it in the papers. 

Question, Have you any doubt about that having occurred? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; there was an inquest held on the bodies. I saw the inquest pub- 
lished in the papers, and I judged it was correct. It was taken before a magistrate. 
Question. Was that over the first two, or the eight of the second killing ? 
Ayiswei'. I think there was an inquest over them also.. 
Question. Were you here at the iuquest ? 

Answer. No, sir; I was absent during the first difficulty, and at the second time I 
was up in the edge of North Carolina. 

Question. Aleck Walker, captain of the militia company, you have referred to as one 
of the men killed. Has he been killed ? 

Answer. I thiuk so ; I think so from the proceedings in the inquest. 

Question. Was he among those taken from the jail and killed ? 

Answer. That is my impression, sir. I didn^t see him killed, but I think his name 
was mentioned in the proceedings of the inquest. 

Question. Have you heard of Jack Donavan being killed ? 
Answer. I am not certain about the name. 
Question. Junius Gist? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard anything of the sort. 
Question. You have mentioned Owens ? 

Ansiver. Owens ; and I heard there was a negro shot somewhere over Pacolet. 
Question. Have you heard of a man named Audy Thomson being killed in this county ? 
Answer. I think he was one of the negroes taken out of the jail. 
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Question. Have yon heard of a man named Reverend Lewis Thomson heing Mlled At 
Goshen Hill, in this county ? 

Answer, All I know of that is the paragraph in the papers. I saw it in the Columhia 
Union. • 

Question. Have you heard of Strap Jeffers heing killed ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. • 

Question. Tilman Ward is the one you have given an account of? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; I know he was killed. 
Question. You say he was a good negro ? 

Answer. He was a good, industrious negro, and had heen farming at our place. 

Question. Do you know, as a matter of politics, which ticket he voted ? 

Answei\ I don't know, sir. I know at one election he voted the democratic ticket, 
hut how he voted at the governor's election I do not know. I know he went to the 
polls with me once. In fact, the whole colored population in town voted the demo- 
cratic ticket for county officers. 

Question. When ? ^ 

Ansiver. In 1868. 

Question. At the presidential election ? 
Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Were the whites here armed at that time ? 
AnMver. No, sir. 

Question. Had they not supplied themselves with private arms ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; not ahout that time. There were a good many private arms brought 
into the county. I don't know this ; I saw some few myself? 
Question. Were they Winchester rifles ? 
Ansiver. I think they were. 

Question How many of them were in your party that went to Chester ? 
Answer. I suppose ten or fifteen. 
Question. All Winchester rifles ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Those were not all shot-guns, then ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they were not Winchester rifles exactly, hut something of the same 
pattern. 

Question. They ^v^ere not all shot-guns ? 

Answer. No, sir ; many had no guns. I carried no gun. 

Question. What are the politics of that man Lemasters ? 

Answer. I should say he had no politics. 

Question. You do not know which ticket he voted ? 

Ansiver. I think he votes the way would pay him the most. 

Question. Then he is a very had man ? 

Answer. No, sir; he is not a very bad man. 

Question. If he sells his vote he cannot be a ver good citizen of South Carolina ? 
Answer. That has got to he so common a thing it is hardly regarded as an evidence. 
Question. Is that the tone of morals here ? 

Answer. I take it it is everywhere ; for all the had morals we have here we have re- 
ceived here lately ; it has been brought down to us by visitors. 
Question. All ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; very nearly all. 

Question. Do you include that sentiment which has never had a statute against bas- 
tardy or fornication ? 
Answer. O, we had those laws before we had radical rule. 
Question. Have they repealed them ? 

Ansiver. They have repealed pr neglected to pass them. We have no law by which 
you can indict for bastardy. 

Question. Are you satisfied that that is the fact ? 

Answer. That is the opinion of the lawyers. There have been prosecutions com- 
menced here and abandoned, I know. 

Question, Did you know of a man named Aaron Estes being killed ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. How many people have you known to be whipped in the county ? 

Answer. I have known none to be whipped. I have never seen a man whipped. I 
have never seen a man's back that was whipped, or heard but one man say he w^as 
whipped. 

Question. Have you any information to lead you to believe that a single man was 
whipped in this county ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; one man told me he was whipped. 
Question. Who was that ? 
Answer, Mullins. 
Question, Where? 

Ansiver, About seven or eight miles below this. 
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Question. Whipped for what ? 

Anm-er. lie tohl iiie he had got a little party of five or six youths, and they had made 
dis^xuises, and had been in the habit of going over the country threatening the negroes, 
wonu'U and children ; and he told me that, some time after he had been out on what ho 
called one of his raids, some four or five nights, a body of twenty or twenty-five dis- 
guised men rode up to his door, and called him out, and took him to where another one 
of the party who had been with him was, and said to him, "You have been disguising 
yourselves and going over the country whipping negroes and alarming the people, and 
we intend to stop it. Bring your disguises here." They brought them up and burned 
them. Then they gave him about one hundred and fifty lashes, and told him that if 
they ever heard of his going about in disguise, whipping again, they would hang him 
by tlie neck. 

Question. Did they not tell him that he must not assume to play Ku-Klux without 
authority ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did he tell you they were the genuine Ku-Klux — that they said so ? 
Answa\ I do not remember. 

Question, Have you not heard that MuUins was whipped by the genuine Ku-Klux for 
playing Ku-Klux I 
Answer. I have never heard anybody say he knew the. fact. 
Question. Have you never heard that story? 
Answa\ I do not know. 
Question. Have you or not ? 
Answer, I cannot say positively. 

Question. If it is a fact that this man MuUins went out and whipped people in dis- 
guise, and was whipx)ed by persons in disguise, who took his disguises from him, are 
you still in doubt about there being Ku-Klux in this county ? • 

Answer. I don't know what they call themselves. * 

Question, I ask you whether you are in doubt about there being genuine Ku-Klux? 

Answer. I don't know what they call themselves. 

Question. I did not ask that. I am calling them Ku-Klux. Are you in doubt about 
there being Ku-Klux in this county ? 

Answer. 1 have no doubt there have been companies of disguised men. I am morally 
certain that they took these negroes out of jail and executed them, from the fact that 
I have heard reliable men say they saw it. 

Question. Have you any doubt they are organized ? 

Answer. I have no evidence of their organization — no evidence where they come 
from. 

Question. I have heard you speak here of being morally certain that certain relations 
of Mrs. Lemasters murdered Tilman Ward ? 
Answer. That is my impression. 

Question. Does not the evidence which is before you in this county enable you to say 
that you are morally certain that an organized band known as the Ku-Klux exist in it ? 
Can you say that ? 

Answe7\ 1 can say this : that I am satisfied, from information I have received from 
reliable persons, that upon two separate occasions a band of disguised men came into 
this town and broke open the jail. I am prepared to say that because I have proot 
that I know it is so. 

Question. That is still not an answer. Are you morally certain that an organized 
body of men that are commonly called Ku-Klux exists in this county ? 
Answer. I have heard the name Ku-Klux. 

Question, Will you answer that question ? Are you or not morally certain that an 
organized. body of men commonly called Ku-Klux exists in this county ? 

Answer. I am certain of this : I am certain that there was a band— I will not say 
organized, because I don't know that ; I have no evidence of their being organized ; I 
have never seen any one who knew anything about the organization, who had ever 
heard a command given by any recognized leader of thi3 baud ; but I know the fact 
that a band of armed and disguised men came into this town upon two separate occa- 
sions. Whether they were regularly organized I do not know, nor have I ever heard 
that they were, and I have no means of saying whether I believe it or not. I know 
they were here. 

Question. Do you decline to answer my question ? f have put it several times. Are 
you or not morally certain that an organized band, commonly known as Ku-Klux, 
exists in this county ? I do not ask whether men came to the jail or not. Will you 
answer that question ? 

Answer. I am morally certain, I will say, of this, and I will say nothing else— I am 
morally certain that there are bauds of disguised persons in this county. 
^ Question. Are they organized ? 

Ansiver, I do not know, sir. 



1056 CONDITION OF AFFxYlRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Question. Has any one ever approached yoii, speaking to you in a manner which 
satisfied you that he Avas a member of that organization ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never been asked to join such an organization ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are you now a member of any secret organization in this county outside of 
the ordinary benevolent societies ! 

Answer. No, sir ; I am a member of no secret society except the masonic fraternity. 
I have never belonged to a political society since the war. I hav(> refused, because I 
believe they would do no good. We had what we called here a democratic club. It 
was not a secret society. 

Question. Was that the Council of Safety ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. We held our meetings in the court-house. Each township had 
organized a democratic club, and we had an executive committee. 

Question. You have spoken of young Gist, your nephew, who brought the message ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has he never addressed you so as to satisfy yon that he was a member of 
a secret organization in this county f 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I would think he was too young to participate. He is only seven- 
teen or eighteen. 

Question. Have you no information that it is a part of the obligation of the order 
to keep secret the fact that they are members f 
Ansiver. I haA^e never seen the obligation. 

Question. Have you never taken an oath or an obligation something similar to this : 
" I do solemnly swear that I will supi)ort and defend the Invisible Circle ; that I will 
defend our families, our wives, our children and brethren ; that I will assist a brother 
in distress to the best of my ability ; that 1 will never reveal the secrets of this order, 
or anything in regard to it that may come to my knowledge ; and if I do, may I mett 
a traitor's doom, which is death, death, death. So help me God, and so punish me my 
brethren." 

Answer. No, sir ; I hfive never heard it before. 

Question. Have you ever administered that obligation to anybody, or one similar in 
terms to it ? 

Answer. Never in my life. I have heard of that Circle. 
Qnesiion. From whom ? 

Ansiver. 1 have heard of it in the West when I was traveling some years ago. 

Qnesiion. When? 

Answer. Three years ago. 

Question. In what part of the West ? 

Answer. In Tennessee. 

Question. From whom ? 

Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. Was it called the Invisible Circle ? 

Answer. I don't remember ; I think so. It was talked about as you talk about the 
Ku-Klux here. 

Question. In what part of Tennessee was it ? 

Answer. I had gone to Nashville on a very special errand, and was detained. 
Question. Has no one ever given you what is called the hailing sign ? 
Answer. No, sir. I know no signs connected with it. 
Question. Nor the grip 1 

Answer, No, sir ; no grip except the Masonic'do I know. 
Question. Nor the hailing word ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has no one ever given you the reply ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never known the word of distress ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Nor what the signal is of the order ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; I know nothing about it. 

Question. Are you a member of any organization, let its name bo what it may, which 
operates in this manner, by visiting people in disguise ? 

Answer. I am a member of no order on earth except the order of Masons, I believe, 
to no order, not even the Odd Fellows. 

Question. VieYO you at Laurens on the day after the election last year ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have not been at Laurens in ten years; not since before the war. 

Question. Had you any part in assembling the men that met at Laurens on the day 
or day after the election ? 

Answa\ No, sir ; I had nothing to do with it. I was living in the upper part of this 
district farming, seventeen miles above this. 

Question. You say you never have met any man in any clan or circle of this order, 
whatever it may be ? 
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Ansv'Ci'. I never have. I never have seen a man Tvith a disguise on in my life; never 
nave been at a meeting— know nothing of them. 

Question. You know nothing of who are the persons in this county who have com- 
mitted any of these offenses ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You only have the moral certainty that the relations of Mr. Lemasters 
killed Tilman Ward ? 

Answer. I believe that from the circumstances. There was such a feud existing be- 
tween Lemasters's wife's relations and his that I predicate my belief x>retty much upon 
that. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Colonel, where do you get your title? 

Ansivcr. I was a colonel in the confederate army, and commanded a regiment in the 
war. 

Question. What is your age ? 
Answer. Fifty-two years. 

Question. Who went with you from here over to Chester County when you encoun- 
tered the negro militia ? 

Answer. 1 do not know as I can recollect all of them j I will give you as many names 
as I can recollect : Two men by the name of Spencer. 

Question. Give their full names. 

Answer. I do not know their whole names. 

Question. Who are they ? 

Answer. They were gentlemen named Spencer. They live, I suppose, fifteen miles 
from here. 

Question. In what direction ? 

Answer. Immediately north. 

Question. In the opposite direction ? 

Answer, They were here attending court. 

Question. They lived in the opposite direction from Chester ? 

Aimcer. Ko, sir ; Chester is rather east, and they lived rather north. 

Question. Are they young men ? 

Answer. No, sir; they were both men of family, but not elderly men. 
Question. Farmers? ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir. They were hero as witnesses attending court. They started with 
me, but left me before we got to Chester. After they found we would cross the river, 
they would not have time to get back before 9 o'clock as witnesses in court if they 
went on, and so they came back. A young man named Thomson. 

Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. A young man living in this town. 

Question. What is his name? 

Answer. William Thomson. 

Question. What is his business ? 

Answer. A merchant here. 

Question. A single man ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. A respectable young man ? 
Answer, Very much so, indeed. 
Question. He went on with you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was in the fight. I^Ir. Humphreys was with me. 
Question. What is his name ? 

Answer. William Humphreys, a merchant in town. , 
Question. Is he a relative of Mr. Steadman ? 
Answer. He is a brother-in-law of Mr. Steadman. 
Question. Did he ride Mr. Steadman'a horse? 
Aiiswer. I don't remember about that. 
Question. Did he go all the way with you ? 
Answer. He came on afterward—the next day, I think. 
Question. Was he in the fight ? 

Answer. I think not. That is his version to me. Mr. Greer, Jason Greer. 
Question. Proceed and tell who they are as you go on. 

Answer. Mr. G. S. Noland was with me. Mr. Noland is a clerk in a dry-goods store; 
Mr. Greer, he is also a clerk ; James Rodgers, also a clerk in a store. I cannot recollect 
any more, though more were with me. 

Question. Are they all respectable young men ? 

Answei'. Very much so, indeed. 

Question. Whom did you meet there in Chester ? 

Ansivcr. I met, as I stated before, some twenty or twenty-five or thirty men. 
Question. Did you know any of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; very well. 

G7t 
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Question. Who ? 

Answer. Two Mr. Worthys. 

Question. What were their names ? 

An8wei\ One was Edward Worthy, and I think the other was Thomson Worthy. 
There are three brothers. I saw Dr. McConnell. 
Question. Wliat is his fii'st name ? 

Answer. I don't know ; I know him. I saw Major W^ilkes and Major Sanders ; wo 
were close to his house. I don't remember that I can name any others now. I think 
I knew more than those ; I am satished I did. 

Question. Were those gentlemen you have named in the fight ? 

Answer. Some of them were. 

Question. Were not all of them that you have named ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. Many of them had no guns. 
Question. W^hich ont-s were in it ? . 

AnstL'e7\ I cannot recall. I recollect very well who was with me — close to me — Ed- 
ward W^orthy ; he was close to my side when I was riding ; he rode with me. I know 
there were more, but I don't remember their names. 

Question. When you got within about three miles of where the negro militia were 
supposed to be, you met this party of Chester men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; about twenty-five or thirty. 

Question. You proposed to go forward, or send and have a conference ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But they said it was useless ; that they had already had a conference, and 
had asked the negroes to go to their plantations, and they had refused to do so ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir ; refused to disband. 
Question. Then you proceeded to march ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What did you state about that ? 

Ansicer. I said I staid until morning, and started to march. 

Question. You waited until daylight ? 

Answer. Until just before day. I didn't go to where the negroes were until sun-up. 
I intended to wait until after daylight, and then go on. 

Question. What time of night did you meet the Chester party ? 

Answer. I left here abouj 8 o'clock. I suppose it was about 1 o'clock. It would take 
about that time to ride there. I think it was about 12 or 1 o'clock. 
Question. About midnight ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You waited there until daylight ? 
Ansicer. Just before daylight. 

Question. What were you doing in the mean time ? 

Answer. After we had a conference, I had gone to Dr. McCallum and Major Wilkes, a 
very worthy and respectable gentleman, and had a consultation with them as to what 
had best be done ; if there was any chance to bring these negroes to terms and get 
them to go home. I told them my object in coming there, as requested by the solic- 
itor, to see them and talk to them. 

Question. Did that take you until daylight ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I laid down and went to sleep. 

Question. You rested on your arms ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, we stacked our arms— leaned them against trees. I had no arms 
except a pocket pistol. 

Question. You had a revolver? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. You rode forward with about twenty ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I cannot recollect the exact number. 

Question. And you were fired ui^on ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did you do then ? 

Ansicer. We immediately dismounted and returned the fire, as a matter of course. 
Question. Where was the rest of your force ? 

Answer. About two hundred and fifty or three hundred yards behind. 
Question. What did they do ? 

Answer. They halted, or they had stopped. I didn't intend going any farther, you 
will understand. I don't know that I explained that in my direct testimony. I did 
not intend going any farther than this church, because I had understood the negroes 
were at the church, and I proposed to ride to the church and if they were there my 
object was to have a talk with them, and if they were not there to go back and to con- 
sult with these gentlemen what to do. As we had gone to their assistance, I felt dis- 
posed to have their advice and council in the matter. 

Question, Did you get to the church ? 
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Alisicer. They firod upon us immediately in front of the church. I suppose we were 
-within twenty'^or thirty steps of the church. 

Question. Alter you were tired upon what did the force which had halted in the rear 
do? 

Answer. They came up. I hallooed to them ; I ordered them up. 
Question. Yoii ordered them up ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was done tlien ; did they also dismount ? 

Answer. O, yes, sir ; some did and some'did not. I didn't want all to dismount. 
Question. You kept part as mounted men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I intended to operate with both foot and horse. 
Question. Describe the engagement. 

Answer. We opened fire upon them. They returned it. I suppose six or seven rounds 
were exchanged. I saw then that there was no chance to dislodge them. They had 
taken refuge behind a large row of boulders, rocks, aud were firing over it. I saw my 
shot was taking no efiect and I ordered niy men to turn the left flank. 

Question. You did that successfully ? 

Aiiswer. Yes, sir. As soon as we got around them and tired a volley, they broke. 
Question. You got around and entiladed them and fired in their flank ? 
Answer. If we didn't get around so far as that we got around so as to uncover their 
position. 

Question. They broke and you pursued them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; we pursued them. 

Question. You have spoken of the black leader giving words of command. Did you 
also give words of command? 

Answei'. Yes, sir; of course I told the men what was best, what I ordered them to 
do. 

Question. You gave the orders ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You made the fight to the best of your ability ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was the man you saw killed ? 

Answer. It was in an old field. I eould not describe the place. 

Question. How far from the first point of collision ? 

Answer. I suppose two or three hundi-ed yards. 

Question. Did you see the killing ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was a very dense country and interspersed with hollows and 
thickets — an old plantation grown up. 

Question. You understood others had been killed ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who told you so ? 

Answer. I can't recollect now. I could not mention any individual man who killed 
a negro, but I know pretty much all my party shot. I am satisfied I saw most of my 
men Ire. I did not fire a gun myself. I had merely a revolver. 

Question. Did you not fire your pistol ? 

Ajiswer. No, sir ; I never drew it from my scabbard. 

Question. It is notmthe duty of an ofiicer to fire ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I never fired a gun during the war, and I Lave been in many hand- 
to-hand fights. 

Question, You spoke of Wilkes as a boy. What did you mean? 
Answer. 1 understood he was in command of the party. 
Question. You called him a ^* boy ?" 

Answer. He is a negro boy. That is a common term, a common appellation here. 
Question. How old is he ? 

Answe)'. I do not know. We speak of a negro as a boy although he might be seventy- 
five or a hundred. 

Question. That is an old term that used to be employed before the war ? 
Answer. Yes. I don't know his age, but I presume it from his being in command. 
Question. Did you blame him for encouraging his men the best way ho could? 
Answer. I blame him for firing upon me. 

Question. Would not you, if in his place, have made the best fight you could ? 

Answer. Not unless attacked, because I know myself if these negroes had been stand- 
ing, a thousand of them, with guns in their hands, I should have rode up to tbeir front 
rank. I have that much confidence in myself. 

Question. Suppose your force had been on the defensive, as theirs was, and after a 
conference they had demanded your surrender and dispersion, and then marched on 
you, would you have fired? 

Answer. Placing myself in that position, I would first take into consideration the 
relative numbers. If I had an overwhelming force 

Question. Had they superior numbers ? 
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Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; there were only fifteen or twenty men with nie. 

Question. If possible, put yourself in their place, and believing yourself to be right, 
suppose you were there on the defensive ; that a coufereuce had been held, a demand 
sent to you to surrender and disperse, and you had refused ; and then a body of twenty 
armed men had marched on you, would you have fired ? 

Answer, I would not have done it. I would not have done it during the war. 

Qncslion. What would you have done ? 

Answer. I would have let them march up ; held my men in readiness to fire ; let them 
march up and inquired their purpose. That is the way I have acted upon divers occa- 
sions during the war. 

Question. You think that would be more regular warfare ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Suppose they had halted you and demanded your purpose ? 
Answer. My object was to ask for the head of the negroes and to have had a conver- 
sation with them. ^ 

Question. What was it your purpose to demand of them ? 

Answer. My purpose was to demand this : I had vanity enough to bclir^ve that I 
could go over and have a conference with these negroes, and talk to them in such a 
way that they would go home aud go to work, because I have never failed yet when I 
have had an ojiportunity to talk to freedmeu, but what I have succeeded. 

Question, Your purpose was to have them go home aud go to work. Suppose they 
had refused to do so ? 

Answer. Then I intended to take their arms from them. 

Question, How? 

Answer. To make them surrender them and go home. 
Question, Suppose they liad resisted and used their arras? 

Answer. Then it would have been who could have taken them. If they could have 
taken mine they were welcome. 

Question. In other words, you would have had a fight ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; because I considered the conmiunityin such danger that I was war- 
ranted in going to the extreme. 

Question. Had you any warrant of law for that ? 

Answer. No, sir ; public Safety required it, the safety of woman and children. As 1 
w^ent there I met women aud children flying, screaming, and hallooing. 
Question. Was anybody pursuing theui ? 

Ansiver. As a matter of course I saw nobody i^ursuiug them, but it was very natural 
they should be apprehensive, with a large body of armed negroes, lawless. 

Question. W^ere they not an organized militia under the Mw of the State? 

Ansivcr. They were; but the la «'s of South Carolina gave them no power to place 
themselves in that attitude. 

Question. Did it not give them power to carry a*ms and be together ? 

Ansivo\ Only on drill days ; but to assemble aud blockade the public highway, they 
had no authority. 

Question. Did the law give you any authority to clear the highway ? 

Answer, No, sir ; there was no special law, but common safety required it. 

Question, Common safety required that you should do what you did ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; required it of every good citizen. 

Question. Does common safety require nothing of a negro ? 

Answer, Of course it does. 

Question, Has he no right to take arms and defend his class? 

Ansiver. He has when assailed. I place the negro i^recisely in the same position as 
the white before the law, aud in the same position as myself ; and I am willing to 
accord him those rights. 

Question, Yet you think you were rightfully and lawfully there, and they were wrong- 
fully there ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. If we are to get into a discussion of politics it is x^erfectly imma- 
terial to me how long I sit here. 

Question. Where were you during the first raid on the jail here ? 

Ansiver, In Columbia. I beard of it first in Columbia. I had been from home a week 
or two. Mr. Young was there with me from this town. 

Question, Had you had any communication with persons here ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I had not been here for some time before. 

Question. Had you had any communications with persons here ? 

Ansiver, No, sir; nothing. 

Question, Or any other point in this region of the State ? 
Answer, No, sir; I was not here when Stevens was murdered. 

Question. Had you had any communication with persons here or in other parts of the 
State? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, Where were you when the second raid was madCi? 
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Answer, I was near the Cowpciis battle-ground, near the edge of Nortli Carolina. 
(Juesiion, When did yon get there ? 
Ansivo'. Several days before. 
Question. When ? 

Aiisa-c)\ It happened on the 12th of February, Sunday night. ' I left home about Wed- 
nesday or Thursday previous. I was not living here then. 

Question. I thought you said yon had lived here since January? 

Answer. When 1 said I lived here since January, I meant I had been staging here part 
of my time only. I was living some distance from this place when Stevens was mur- 
dered and these negroes were taken out of jail. 

Quesiioa. What business do you stay here on ? 

Answer. I liave none at all. I am merely staying here. I liave been engaged in 
planting, and I am now fixing up my business. I am executor and administrator of 
some very large estates. That is all the business I have here. Up th this year I have 
been farming, since the war, pretty extensively. 

Question. You say you never saw any disguised men except at a fancy ball; when 
was that ? 

Answei'. We had a fancj^ ball at Dr. Herndou's some months ago. 
Question. What were the disguises you saw there ? 

Answo: It was a domino party, such as you have seen, I presume, in the cities. 
That was the prevailing disguise. The dresses — do you want me to describe them ? I 
am not very expert at that, but I can give you something about it. I think the ladles 
were pretty much 

Question. I ask you as to the men ? 

Answer. The men, most of them, had on gowns, with a hood brought over the head. 
Question. What color? 

Answei\ Various; the disguises were various. 
Question. What was the color of those gowns and hoods? 
Answei\ They were of all colors and shapes. 
Question. Black and white? 

Answei\ Black and white, blue and red — a mixture. 
Question. Did they have masks in addition? 
Ansicer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Did they have no masks? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Was the hood the mask ? 

Ansicer. The hood was drawn over with holes for the eyes. Thie was called a domino 
party. The young people were there. I had no disguise On myself. 
Question. What did you wear ? 

Ansicer. Nothing at all; I had no disguise. They kept them 6n only for a quadrille 
or two. 

Question. Were any of them called Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You did not hear that ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I didn't hear the term mentioned that night, because it was only a 
small party of young gentlemen and ladies. 

Question. Were they respectable young gentlemen of this place ? 

Answe)\ Yes, sir ; and respectable ladies. 1 i)resume Dr. Herndon would have nobody 
but respectable people at his house. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was that understood to be the Ku-Klux disguise? 
Answer. Where? 
Question. Agowu and a hood? 

Answer. No, sir; I never have heard them described but on one occasion; I never 
have seen but one man who seemed to have any distinct idea, and he described them 
as he saw them in the night, as being most hideous in appearance. 

Question. Any horns ? 

Answa\ Yes, sir ; tremendous. 

Question. Had those none that you mention ? 

Answer. No, sir ; this was emphatically a party of ladies and gentlemen. What we 
mean here by ladies and gentlemen is people of Respectability, who would not attempt 
to go to a private gentleman's house with anything of the sort on — anything hideous. 

Question. Was that before or after the raid on the jail ? 

Answer. It was some time since. It is a very common occurrence here, and has been 
for years in our town. I speak of this at Dr. Herndon's because I happened to be 
there, but these parties are common. 

Question. Have you ever condemned these Ku-Klux outrages ? 

Ansicer. 1 have no doubt that there have been outrages committed by disguised peo- 
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pie that I do contlemn ; whether Ku-Klux or not, I don't know ; bnt I am led to be- 
lieve, and I am pretty certain, that they were disguised, and I do condemn them. 
Question. All of them ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know, sir. Now, I think, nnder certain circumatancea, 
that I could make very great allowance for th43 excitement of a people. Outrages have 
been committed far more numerous in almost every State in the American Union than 
have occurred in this country. 

Question. I am speaking now of your own course towards these outrages which have 
occurred in your county. Have you not, upon many occasions, occupying the position 
you do here, inculcated the idea that they were doing a public good ? 

Answer. No, sir. I have done this. I will say this much without any sort of hesita- 
tion : That the fact of the raids upon this jail, and the execution of the murderers of 
Stevens, did more for the peace and quiet of this country than anything that has ever 
transpired. g 

Question. That is the tone in which you have spoken of those raids ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; for I do believe, as certain as I am sitting in this chair, th.'it it pre- 
vented a conflict of the two races, because up to that time the q-uestion was, the su- 
premacy of the races; and I am glad you afford me an oi)portunity to say this, I have 
been informed by colored men, in whom I have the utmost confidence, that it was the 
purpose of the negroes to make an onslaught upon the white people, and take posses- 
sion of this country ; and I have it from them tliat they predicated their success upon 
this : They were armed by the authorities of the State of South Carolina, and the 
white people were not. If they were not physically and numerically enabled to accom- 
plish their design, they relied upon the assistance of the United States xirmy. 

Question. Did you believe that ? 

Answa\ I did, sir, because I got it from a source I have no reason or right to 
doubt. 

Question. Do you believe the assistance of the United States Army would have been 
given to negroes for the pur])ose of carrying on a war of races ? 

Answer. I believe, sir, if it would have answered the political purposes of the domi- 
nant party in the American Union, they would have made use of any means to control 
the government of the country. 

Question. You inculcate that idea here? 

Answer. No, sir ; I expressed my opinion very freely upon all occasions. 
Question. You expressed that opinion ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You-say the supremacy of the white race here is to be maintained by that 
kind of lawlessness which was exhibited here by the raid on the jail? 

A nswe)\ I say our lives and the lives of the women and children were, in my judg- 
ment, i)reserved by these raids on the jail. 

Question. Do I understand that to be your idea ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That that is the manner in which the supremacy of the white race is to bo 
here maintained ? 

Ansiver. Do not understand me that we desire to make use of that means ; but I 
mean to say that that raid upon the jail diverted the intention of the negroes of trying 
to get the ascendency in this country. 

Question. In what have these negroes manifested that intention ? Was it only in the 
murder of Stevens ? 

Ansivei\ No, sir ; in divers ways. 

Question. How? 

Ansiver. They were parading the whole country. You could not travel the section 
where I lived, in the big road, without meeting a negro with his rifle and cartridges. 
Question. Did they ever assail you ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. Assail you ? 

Answer. No, sir; but I know where they have gone to peaceable people^s houses and 
without provocation. 

Question. Has it been the general sentiment here that no provocation existed for any 
resentment by the negroes ? 

Answer. The negroes have been fairly treated by the white people. From the first 
reorganization of South Carolina, we have attempted to consult with them. In the 
nomination of candidates for the legislature, we offered them the lion's share. 

Question. When your whole State was at the mercy of the negroes, women and 
children, during the war, did they not behave peaceably and in an orderly manner ? 

Answer. Beyond the expectation of any man who was not well acquainted with the 
negroes ; but knowing the negro as well as I do, having been born and raised with . 
them, and knowing their attachment for us, I was not surprised. You might well bo 
surprised, because you view these things from an entirely different standpoint. 
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Qitesiion. I am not so sure about that. Bid you not apprehend any insurrection, or 
take any measures to prevent it before the war ? 
Answer, No, sir; the utmost security prevailed. 
Question, Everywhere? 

Answer. Yes, sir. If I had to risk my life, and wanted protection, I would have gone 
to my servants as soon as to any white men in Union County ; and they have exhibited 
their fidelity upou divers occasions. 

Question. Is tliis hostility not traceable in any part to the fact that the suffrage has 
been conferred on the negro f 

Answer. Xo, sir; it is attributable to one leading cause especially. Had it not been 
for the hordes of corrupt men who migrated here fi-om the North, who followed the 
Army down here with a view to plunder and steal, our negroes and the whites would 
have been living in harmony. 

Question. You attribute every evil now existing in South Carolina to the fact that 
men have come here from the North ? 

Answer, Yes, sir: I think that is the main cause. 

Question. Have ybn had no South Carolinians who have corrupted the negroes ? 
Answer. No, sir; we had no renegades until they were learned to steal by the vam- 
pii'cs of the North. 

Question. Have you not native South Carolinians who have been conspicuous in cor- 
rupting the legislature ? 

Answer, Latterly we have, I am sorry to say, but let me say their corruption of the 
State of South Carolina was for private, pecuniary advantages, and not for political. 

Question, Then the only virtue you attribute to the native South Carolinian hereto- 
fore has been the want of opportunity ? 

Answer. No, sir; if there ever was a people who had regard for a different class from 
themselves, it was the whites for the blacks, because they had every motive to prompt 
them so to do. I Jiave staid night after 'night in a negro cabin, and nursed the sick. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Has anybody been indicted for that Chester matter; that fight in which you 
participated ? 
Answei', No, sir. 

Question. Has any indictment been found against any of your men? 

Answer. No, sir ; none has been preferred. The facts of the case were made public; 
it was no secret. In a short time after I came home, having been rather conspicuous 
in this matter, Governor Scott was put in possession of every fact 

Question. No prosecution was commenced against yourself? 

Answer. No, sir; Governor Scott said we s hould not be interrupted. 

Question. None against yourself? 

Answer, No, sir. 

By the Chaikman : 
Question. Nor against the negroes ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, There was a church there? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. What became of that church where the fight was? 

Answer. I suppose it is standing yet. There is a church this side burnt down. 

Question, By whom? 

Answer, I can only give a conjecture. My supposition is it was burnt by the 
negroes. 

Question, Was it a colored church ? 
Ansivei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Your supposition is that they burned it themselves? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Why ? 

Answer. This party was assembled at a store within about three miles. This church 
was situated immediately on the big road. On the right-hand side of the church was a 
field and a fence. On the left-hand side of the road was the church, and my §oluti«n 
is that the negroes set the church on fire, with a view to ambuscade me and my i)arty. 

Question. When was the church burned ? 

Answer, Just before day, on that night. 

Question, Your party was encamped near it ? 

Answer, About a mile from it. 

Question, Which way from it ? 

Answer, On the west side. The negroes were on the east side of the church. ^ly 
supposition is that they set it on fire, thinking, as a matter of course, that a party would 
be detached up there to see what the fire was about, and they would fire into them. 
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Question. Yon have never suspected the whites of hurning it ? 
Answer. No, sir j because there were no whites th'ere. 

By Mr. Van Trujip : 
Question. It was long before you got there ? 
Answer. The church was burned just before day. 
Question. Had you started ? 

Answer. No, sir. What frightened me was the fire. A gentleman — I don't remember 

his name, but he lived near where the negroes were encamped 

Question. How near were the negroes encamped to that church ? 
Answer. A mile or two miles. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Your force was within a mile ? 

Answer. Something over a mile. The first alarm was, some gentleman hallooed, " My 
house is on fire !" It seemed to be in that direction. He jumped up aud hallooed, 
''My house is burning! My God, what will become of my wife f With that I imme- 
diately ordered the men to mount, and started. 

Question. You started right on ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you did not encounter any negroes until you got three miles? 

Avstrer. No, sir ; nor did I have time to collect myself. I suspected it might be a 
trick to ambuscade me, and rodeu^) near and deployed skirmishers and found there was 
nothing there. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was the other church nearer to where the negroes were ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Is that a white man's church ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. It has been there many years. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. The chairman has asked you whether, during the war, the negroes were not 
orderly and quiet. You say remarkably so ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there any of the horde of carpet-baggers in South Carolina then ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not one. 

Question. Did any government, during the war, send out seven or eight thousand 
stand of arms and nearly a hundred thousand rounds of fixed ammunition to the 
negroes ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. There is a matter I would like to state for the information of the 
committee, in regard to a gentleman that I met that I had a conversation with last 
week— Mr. O. P. McArthur. 

Question. I desired you to suggest that if I should forget it. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you see him ? 
Answer. Last Friday, in this town. 
Question. Did he get here on that day ? 
Answer. I think he did. 
Question. On the train ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I saw him here, and he told me he was going directly home. Ho 
told me he. was going home and he left. 
Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. Near Limestone Springs, about twenty-two miles north of here. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How did he come to see you ? 

Answer. I was standing on the platform when he came up. He is an old acquaint- 
ance arid I spoke to him. 

Question. Did you have any talk with him ? 

Answer. I asked him how his family were and how he had been. 

Question. How did you know that O. P. MoArthur's presence had any significance 
to this committee ? 

Answer. I heard it had been proven at Spartanburgh that he had left the country. 

Question. Who told you that ? 

Answer. I think I got it from Judge Van Trump. 

Question. You had been acquainted with McArthur before? 
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Answer, I knew him in boyhood. I have had no intimate acquaintance with him for 
twenty years, but have seen him. 
Question. Did you know him near Limestone? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; we were school-boys together. I knew his family. 
Question. Where did you go to school with him ? 
Answer, At the seminary at Limestone Springs. 
Question. Are you acquainted in that neighborhood? 
Answci'. I was in boyhood, but it has been many years. 
Question. Do you know the people about there ? 

Answer. I knew a good many people there when I went to school there. 
Question. Who was McArthur married to? 

Answer. I don't remember who his wife was. I know him and his brother very well. 
Question. Did he tell you where he was going ? 

Answer. He told me he was going home. Ho had been on a trip to Arkansas. 

Question. What was he going home for? 

Answer. I suppose to attend to his ordinary avocations. 

Question. Is that all you know about it ? 

Answer. What induced my conversation with him was that I knew he had been to 
Arkansas, and I have brothers living in Arkansas who also went to school with him, 
and I took it for granted that, in Arkansas, he had spent some time with them. 

Question. Did you know the occasion of his leaving ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know he was charged with being in a clan of the Ku-Klux who 
assaulted Squire Champion ? 

Ansiver. I heard he was charged with being concerned in the affliction of some injury 
on some man up there, but he had denied it, and a party of men had gone there and 
taken him out and treated him most brutally. 

Question. Did you hear he left immediately after he was arrested? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. How long has he been away? 

Answer. I don't know ; I think some months. 

Question. How did you learn that he left some months ago ? 

Ansiver. I didn't learn he had left some months. 

Question. How did you learn that some months ago he left ? 

Ansiver. He told me he had been gone some months to Arkansas on business. 

Question. Was that the first you knew of his being gone ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the first I knew of his being in Arkansas. 

Question. How do you know he had been in jjGkausas ? 

Answer. I have only his word. 

Question. Had he been in Georgia ? 

Answei'. He did not say. 

Question. Did he say anything about his coming back to stand a trial ? 
Answer. Not a single word transpired in connection with this committee being in the 
country. 

Question. Although he and.you were old school-mates, and he was charged with such 
an ofiense as Ku-Kluxing Champion, he did not tell you why he went away ? 
Ansiver. I didn't know that he Ku-Kluxed Champion. 

Question. Although charged with Ku-Kluxing him, he did not tell you why he left? 
Answer. He told mo he had gone to the West on some business, and had been in 
Arkansas. 

Question. Did he tell you he was going to stand trial for Ku-Kluxing Champion ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I had no conversation except in regard to the state of the country 
and the crops. 

Question. He sustained a respectable relation in the community ? 
Answer. He did. 

Question. Was he married to a sister of Squire Camp ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Do you know that family and neighborhood ? 
Answer. I knew the Camps. 

Question. Were they all respectable people— the Camps and McArthurs ? 
Ansiver. I know some of the Camps ; I went to school with two of them. 
Question. Was Quinn one of them ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it was Adam and William. 
Question. Are the family respectable ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; at that time they were. 

Question. Would it surprise you very much if McArthur's brother-in-law swore to 
having recognized him as the man in command of that party who Ku-Kluxed Champion ? 
Answei'. I do not know, sir. 

Question. You do not know whether that would surprise you or not? 
Answer. No, sir ; I don't know who McArthur married. 
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Question. Would it surprise you very much if McArthur's brotber-in-law, Camp, 
swore to the fuct that he recognized him as in command of that clau that Ku-Kluxed 
Champion ; how would that strike you ? 

Anstver. I am very little surprised at almost anything being sworu. 

Question. On both sides ? 

Answer, It is altogether owing to who the witnesses are. 

Question. You are very little surprised, you say, at anything being sworn ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that you could procure. 

Question. Do you mean that to aj)ply to one side or both in the Ku-Klux business ? 
Ansiver. I am iiot at all astonished that you can have anything swore ; I leave you to 
draw the inference. 

Question. Do you mean that to apply to those who condemn or sustain Kii-Klux, or 
both of them ? 

Answer. I mean it to apply to those men, if you want my opinion, who 

Question, I want a direct answer to that question ? 
Answer. I must give you my reason." 

Question. I want an answer first and the reason afterward. Do you mean by that re- 
mark, that you can get almost anything sworn to, to apply only to those who condemn 
the Ku-Klux, or do you mean it to apply to those who condemn and those who apologize 
for it, or which side ? 

Answer. I mean that you cau get almost anything sworn to by those who are prose- 
cuting this matter against the Ku-Klux. I must beg to be understood that I make no 
imputation against this committee. I predicate my opinion upon this : you take 
the people, the men who are engaged in this thing. If you w^ant me to call names — 
Honorable A. S. Wallace, and a more abandoned, corrupt man I do not believe exists 
on earth ; and Poinier, of Spartanburgh, and McGill Fleming. I believe those men 
could procure anything to be sworn that would answer their purposes. 

Question. Having made that charge against your representative, I will ask you what 
has he to do with this investigation more than any other member of Congress who has 
voted for it? Are you aware that the gentleman who sits by your side (Mr. Van 
Trump) voted for this investigation ? 

Answer, I suppose it is possible. 

Question. He is prosecuting it. Do you make that charge against every member of 
Congress who has thought this state of things required investigation ? 

Answer, By no means. I would be sorry indeed to have such an opinion of the law- 
making power of this great Government. I mean to say about him, he has a purpose 
to accomplish which you and other gentlemen have not. 

Question. Do you suppose that we, members of this committee, lend ourselves to any- 
body in prosecuting this inquiry ? 

Ansiver. As a matter of course I do not pretend to say that. 

Question. You say the men in this country prosecuting this inquiry, in your view, can 
procure anything to be sworn to. What is your view of these Ku-Klux, who murder 
and whip negroes ; cau they procure testimony to be given to exculi)ate themselves ? 

Ansiver, I do not know that they have done so. 

Question. What is your opinion about that class of men ? 

Answer. My opinion — I don't know who they are ; if I knew who they were I might 
very easily give my 0]nnion — if I knew the status of the men. 

Question. But here your jail has been broken open and ten men have been shot and 
hung contrary to law. What do yon think of the standing and respectability of the 
men who did that ? 

Ansiver. I cannot judge, beeauvse I do not know who they were. 

Question. You know there were three to eight hundred of them. AVere they murder- 
ers or respectable men in the eomnmnity ? 

Ansiver. I cannot answer the question, because if I knew the individuals I could 
answer* 

Question. Yon have no information as to what class of men they were ? 

Answer. No, sir, I have not, because I have no idea where they came from, though I 
have heard that one hundred were seen crossing Broad River, thirty miles up here, 
coming from North Carolina. I have heard of them aAvay east thirty miles. 

Question. Do you think the men who are engaged throughout this whole region in 
murdering men without law would either commit x>erjury themselves or j)rocure others 
^to commit it ? 

Answei'. I do not know ; I can't answer. 

Question. What is your opinion about that ? 

Ansiver. I have no facts to form an opinion. 

Question, Do yon consider yourself one of the men here in opposition to Mr. Wallace, 
^Ir. Poinier, and Mr. Fleming ? 
Ansiver. I do consider myself in opposition to them in one respect. 
Question. They, you say, are prosecuting against the Ku-Klux. What are you doing f 
Ansiver, I am merely making a statement of facts. 
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Question. Are you uot defendlDg them ? 
Juswer. No, sir. 

Qucstiov. They, you say, are proseeutiug them, aud you find yourself in opposition to 
them. Why are you not defending them then ? 

Ausiirr. For this reason, I have not gone about and hunted up testimony and got 
negro witnesses here to swear so aud so. They have, however. 

Qnesliou. Do you say they have ? 

Anninr, I have been credibly informed so, 

Qiiesiion. Do you believe that ? 

Amiver. I believe them capable of anything. 

Question. What do you believe the Ku-Klux capable of? 

Ansxeer. I don^t know, because I don't know who they are. If you will point out the 
Ku-Klux I will tell you what I believe them capable of. 

Question. Do you "live in tliis community and say you have not the most remote idea 
of a single man who is a Ku-Klux in this county ? 

An8wei\ I have not; for all the information and reports, sir, have led my mind to the 
couclusion that they come from a distance, from the facts I have stated, that on the 
night of.these raids'the only ones I have heard of definitely were those known to have 
crossed Broad River, a crowd of a hundred, thirty miles from here. 

Question. You say near your own plantation they have murdered a man ? 

Answer. I don't kuow that they were Ku-Klux. All I know. is from the testimony 
before the inquest that they were disguised men. I do not know that those who came 
from North Carolina were Klu-Klux. 

Question. You know they were disguised ? 

An»im\ Yes, sir. 

Question. You are not willing to believe they were Klu-Klux because they were dis- 
guised ? 

Ansice)'. It does not follow, of course. 

Question. If a man were traced and shown to belong to a Klu-Klux Klan which has 
committed murder, would you still adhere to the belief that they would not either com- 
mit perjury theniselves or i)rocure it in their defense? 

Ansivei'. I do not think so. I think a man who would commit murder would be so 
utterly destitute of anything like principle that he might be guilty of anything. 

Question. Do you consider the men wno took the negroes out of jail and shot them 
without law or trial guilty of murder? I want au answer to that question. 

An8KCi\ I do not, because I think, in order to constitute murder, there must be malice 
and deliberation about it. This, as I take it, w^as done in sudden heat and passion by 
persons unknown; and, under the circumstances, it could not be called murder. 

Question. Let me test your feeling a little further. This you say was done in heat 
and passion f 

Ansica-. Under excitement. 

Question. Do you kuow that a band of these men came from the direction of Newberry 
county ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Never heard of it ? 
Answer. I never did. 

Question. Do you know that another band came from the direction of Laurens County ? 

Ansiver. All I have ever heard of came from the north and northeast of this place. 

Question. You do know a band cametrom the north and northeast? 

Answer. No, sir, I don't know it. 

Question. You have heard it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you believe it ? 

Ansicer. I believe that as I do any other report. 

Question. How far from the north did thej^ come ? 

Ansxce}\ I have said that I heard they crossed thirty miles north of this. 
Question. How many have you heard came here ? 

Answer. I have heard various estimates. I have heard it estimated from fifty to five 
hundred. 

Question. Do you believe a single citizen of this town took part in it ? 

Answer. I do not, because I do uot believe that a citizen of this town could have been 
engaged in an affair of that sort without somebody knowing it. 

Question. Do you still adhere to the assertion that this thing was committed in pas- 
sion, in heat and passion ? 

Answer, Under excitement. I would uot call it heat or passion, hut nnder excite- 
ment. 

Question. Do you not believe it was a deliberate design, and eoolly carried out, to 
take these men out and kill them ? 

Answer. No, sir, it was not, because, up to the murder of Stevens, I never had heard 
of Ku-Klux or a disguised band in this county. If there was I never heard of it. 
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Unionville, South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
Miss LAURA GO WAN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you reside in this place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long have you lived here ? 
A nswer. I was born and raised here. 

Question. Upon information given to this committee, which we deem entitled to 
respect, we have sent for you to inquire whether you have, at any time, beeu engaged 
in making what are commonly known as Ku-Klux masks or gowns or disguises? 

Answei\ No, sir, I have not. 

Question. Did you ever make one ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever assist in making one ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have any been made at your house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Within the last six or eight months have you any knowledge of where they 
have been made in this' town ? 
Ansiver. I do not know anything about them. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of where they have been made ? 
Ansiver. I have heard where they were made, but I don't know anything about who 
made them. 

Question. Wliere did you hear they were made ? [A pause. A lady who accompanied 
the witness said, " You can tell all you know about it."] 

Ansiver. I am going to tell all I know. I heard that Mrs. Brock made them, but I 
don't know that she made them. 

Question. How did you hear it ? 

Ansiver. I positively could not tell who told me. 

Question. Did you give that information at any time 

Answer. No, sir ; I never have spoken of it before. 

Question. That you did know where they were made? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were they brought to your house ? 
Answer. I never have seen one. 

Question, At what time did you learn that Mrs. Brock made them ? 
Answer. 1 never heard, sir. I don't know anything about it. 

Question. At what time did you hear it? You say you heard that they were made 
there. When did you hear it ? 
Ansive7\ I don't know, sir ; it has been some time agQ. 

Question. Was it either before or after the time the men were taken out of the jail 
and hung ? 
Answer. It has been long since that. 

Question. For whom did you hear that the disguises were made 

Ansiver. I didn't hear any names called. 

Question. How many did you hear were made ? 

Answer. I don't think I heard. If I did I don't remember it. 

Question. Were you here living in this town on the night of either of the raids on the 
jailt 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. How far did you live from the jail ? 

Answei: About three-quarters of a mile, I reckon. You [to the Sergeant-at-Arms] 
can have a better idea than I have. You were there this morning. 
Question. Did you know they were coming ? 
Answer, No, sir. 
Question. Either time ? 

Answei'. No, sir ; I didn't know they were here until afterward. 
Question. Has your mother at any time been engaged in making these Ku-Klux 
dresses ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What are known as Ku-Klux dresses ? 
Answer. No, sir ; she has not. 

Question. You have no knowledge of any heing made in your house or at any other 
place than the one you have mentioned ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Did you hear of them at any other place than at Mrs. Brock's ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I never heard that she made any for the Ku-I\lux. 
Question, That is not what I asked. 
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An8tvei\ I didn't understand you, then. I have no more idea about that than any- 
thing in the world. 

Question. What do you mean ? 

AnswiT. I thonglit you said costumes for parties. 

Que^^tion. I said Ku-Khix disguises. 

Jrmcer. I didn't understand your question at all. 

Question. You ean explain. 

Auswer. I didn't understand you that way at all. I never heard of Mrs. Brock, or 
any other lady in this village, making costumes for the Ku-Klux, or anything, in fact. 
I didn't think they had a Ku-Klux in our town. 

By I\Ir. Van Trump : 
Questio7t. What you did hear was in regard to costumes 1 
Answer. For parties. , 
Question. Whcvt^ At Dr. Ilerndon's? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; given around here. I thought you asked me that. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. I put the question plainly. 
Ansicer. I really didn't understand' you in that way. 

Question. I will say, very frankly, the inquiry came to us from the investigation made 
by the adjutant general immediately after this occurred. 

Answer. Because those costumes were made since the Ku-Klux were here, long since, 
and I thought that was what you asked me. 

By ^Ir. Stevenson : 
Question. What were they; w^hat was the style of them? 
Answe)'. I don't know ; I never have seen them. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 
Question. Who is ilrs. Brock? 
Answer. A widow lady in town. 

Question. You understood these costumes were for parties? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You knew they were for parties? 

A nswer. Yes, sir. I know there were two parties, and long since the Ku-Klux. There 
have not been any since they were made. I am sorry I made that mistake, because it 
was not done intentionally. That is why I stammered in answering. I didn't really 
understand the question. 

Question. Were you considerably embarrassed when you took your seat? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You brought this old lady, with the permission of the chairman, to be a 
companion ? 

An8W€f)\ Yes, sir. This is the first time I have had anything of the kind to do. 



Unionville, South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
DRURY D. GOING sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. IIow long have you lived in this county ? 
Ansicer. I was born and raised in it. 
Question. How old are you? 
Answer. About fifty-six years. 

Question. AVhat is your business — your occupation? 
'Answe)\ Farming. 

Question. Have you held any public office in this county? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was it? 

Answer. Trial justice. I have held several. 

Question. What others ? 

Answer. Commissioner of elections at this time. 
Question. You are now commissioner of election? 
A'nsivei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you probate judge at any time? 
Answer. I was elected last fall probate judge. 

Question. Go on and state whether or not at any time disguised men called upon you ; 
and if so, state what they said and did to you. 
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Ansiver. Disguised men visitcfl my house on the first night of Deceinbcr last, 1870. 
Do yon want me to state the particalarsl^ 

Question, State, as briefly as you can, how they were disguised, and what they said 
and did. 

Answer, I was in bed. They came to my house about midnight, as well as I can 
recollect, and took me out of my bed, or called me up, and I got out of my bed. 
Quesiion. How many of them ? 

Answer, I can't say precisely, though there were some eight or ten, I would say. The 
reason I can't say precisely was because they blindfolded me so quickly with a cloth 
over my eyes. I can state afterward why I said there were eight or ten. 

Question. Go on with the narration. 

Answer, They ordered me out of the house. Some three came into the house. They 
ordered me out into the yard in my night-clothes. It was very cold at tliat time. 
They ordered number four to take nle u]) behind on a mule. After tliey put me on a 
mule they tied my legs underneath the mule's belly and took me about a uiile and a 
quarter or a half, and made a halt aud held a consultation and left me and one other 
gentleman, a man who was in disguise. The others went into consultation, and he 
said to me, this man with me behind, said to me they were consulting about hanging 
of me. When, I suppose, some five minutes had passed, they came back to where we 
were and tliey untied my legs and took me of£ the mule, aud said they would give me 
my choice to be either shot or hung. I told them to dispose of me as they saw proper. 
Then they replied that they were going to whip me. I was stripped aud whipped. 

Question, How ? 

Answefi\ With hickories. * 
Question. To what extent ? 
Answer. The number of stripes ? 
Question. Yes, sir, and the manner ? 

Answer. They never confined me any. They stripped my shirt and drawers off I had 
on. They called by numbers, and hit me to the amount of eight men. I think about 
seven or eight whipped me, according to the numbers, as near as I could calculate, 
from ten to fifteen stripes apiece. I didn't count, but they were apparently about the 
same amount. 

Question. What elfect had that upon your body ? 

Ansiver. It was badly bruised. I was confined to my bed for two weeks, not able to 
get out of bed from the beating. 

Question, Did they give any reason why they whipped you ? 

Answer. No, sir, they assigned no reason more than, at the time of whipping me, 
they said the d — d niggers had elected me probate judge, and if I had taken the oilice I 
would go up or be killed, or something to that amount. I don't remember the words. 

Question. Had you not qualified yourself for the discharge of the duties of your office ? 

Answer, No, sir ; I had not qualified nor filed my bond. 

Question. Nor assumed the duties of the office ? 

Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question. Did you ever assume the duties of the (office ? 
Answer, No, sir. 
Question, Why not ? 
Answer, On that account, sir. 
Question. Because of this whipping ? 

Ansiver, Because of the whipping and the threat that if I had taken it I would be 
killed. 

Question. By what majority were you elected in the county ? Do you recollect ? 

Answer. No, sir, not precisely. There were some two other candidates running. I 
think the majority was probably one hundred and eighty-three as well as I recollect. 
I have the return for the State at home, but I don't remember. I didn't know it 
would be required here. 

Question, That was the 1st of December ? 

Ansiver. The first night of December. 

Question. Had there been any others whipped in this county before that, that you 
know of? 

Anmcei\ I don't know whether there were or not. Others were whipped on that 
same night. 

Question, Who else ? 
Answer, Some colored men. 
Question. Who were they ? 

Answer, Giles W^hite. IJe lived some two miles from where I was living. 
Question, What was he whipped for ? Do you know ? 
Answer, No, sir, I don't think I do. 

Questimi, What kihd of a colored man was he j what kind of a citizen ? 
Answer. He was a very good citizen. 
Question, Was he a farmer? 
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Ansicer. A farmer. 

Question. Was he farming for himself? 

Answer. He was cultivating a plantation for Dr. McGowan on shares. 
Queslloii. lie had rented on the shares? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What other colored men were whipped that night ? 

Answer. I dou'tknow as I recollect the names of the others. I heard of two or three 
others being whipped that night. 
Question How many ? 
Answer. Two or three others. 

Question. Do youk now how many persons have been whipped or killed since the 
1st of Deeember up to the present time in this county, by men in disguise i 
Answer. No, sir; I could not tell the number in the county. 

Question. Have you given any attention to the subject to know how many there have 
been? 

Ansivcr. No, sir ; right in the neighborhood I have some knowledge of the number. 
Question. Give us that. 

Answer. There are somewhere near twenty in the neighborhood where I live. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Since when ? 

Answer. Since the 1st of December last. Some eighteen or twenty. 
By the Chair:^iax : 

Question. Can you give the names of any of them ? Give us the names of all you 
can remember ? 

Answei*. [Consulting memorandum.] Joe Belone; here is another mfin who was 
whipped. I don't know what his name was; Giles Page, Peggy Page, J. S. Mullins, 
F. Cud, and Cy. Byar's and wife ; I don^t know what her given name was ; and one at 
^Ir. Foster's — I don't know his name ^ William Newbliry'; one at Mr. Harrison's, whoj>e 
name I don't remember ; one at Dr. MacMahon's. I don't remember the boy's name. 
That is about all I recollect the names of. There are several others I didn't charge 
m^* memory with. 

Question. What part of the country do you live in ? 

Answer. I live in a northeast direction from here, about twelve miles from here. 
Question. In what township ? 

Answer, In Pinckney ville Township. Those are the persons who have been whipped. 
I saw some of the persons who have been whipped, and was credibly informed that 
they were whipped; and I saw some of their backs, and they said they were whipped 
by disguised men. 

Question. Of those that you saw, was your information such as to satisfy you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I saw a part of them. Some of them were white men. About 
four were wlate men. 

Question. Who were they? 

Answer. J. S. iMullins, F. Cudd, William Newbury, and Jerry Miller. 

Question. What were these white men whipped for, according to your knowledge? 

Answer. For their politics and princii)les of republicanism. 

Question. Was this Mullins you speak of the same Mullins who headed what was 
called the counterfeit Ku-Klux band out there ? 
Ansicer. So I understood. 
Question. What were his politics ? 
Ansicer. He pretended to be a republican, sir. 
Question. Did you know him f 
Answei'. Yes, sir ; I was acquainted with him. 

Question, How near did he live to you ? .« 

Answer. About three miles and a half. 

Question. What were the other white men whipped for ? 

Answer. The same reason. I reckon so. 

Question. W^as that your knowledge ? 

Ansicer. It was. 

Question. What were the colored men whipped for ? 
Ansicer. For their principles — their republicanism. 
Question. How did you learn that ? 

Answer. From their own statements to me. They had committed no crime or offense. 
Question. Do you know of any persons killed in your part of the county? 
Aimcer, No, sir; not in the boundaries 1 am speaking of. 
• Question. Have you any knowledge of any men killed in the county? 
Answer. I can't say, excej^t Mr. A. B. Owens, some six miles north of me on Pacolet. 
Question. A white man? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question, What was he killed for ? 
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Anstver. I don't know, sir, witliont it ivas for his principles. He was a manager of 
tlie election. 

Question. Do you feel safe in your part of the county to proclaim that you are repub- 
licans, and to defend your principles f 

Answer. I have always done so. They know my principles, hut I have not felt safe. 
I feel safe enough at this time, hut I have not felt safe. 

Question. What is the cause of that? 

Ansiver. It appears like everything has suhsided down considerably, and I hear of no 
damage being done. 

Question. It is because of the cessation of the raids for the present that you feel safe ? 
Ansxcer. That is the cause why I feel safe. 

Question. Are the negroes or white republicans in that viciuity willing to tell when 
they believe they know the persons Avho have whipped or outraged them ? 
Answer. I don't know whether they are or not. I never have heard them say. 
Question. Do you know who the men were who took you out and whipped you ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowledge ? 

Anstver. I have no knowledge ; but I don't think any man could ; if it had been even 
one of my brothers, I could not have identified him. 
Question. How were they disguised ? 

Ansivei'. There was a disguise over their heads. ^ 
Question. What kind of a one? 

Answer. They blindfolded me, and I had very little chance to see them. 
Question, Did you see those who came into the house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How were they disguised ? 

Answer. It seemed a kind of paste-board in a square, and with holes in it at the top 
of them, and a kind of horse's ears. It was only a momentary thing with me to see 
them. 

Question. Did they cover their faces ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; all the face and shoulders. 
Question. How was the rest of the body dressed ? 
Answer. In common clothing. 
Question. Were these men armed ? 

Ansicer. One of them had a pistol when they ordered me out of bed. 
Question. What did he do with the pistol ? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Did ypu see it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. As to the others, were they armed ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. How did they come to your house, on foot or on horseback ? 
Answer. On horseback. All were riding. 
Question. Is this all you know on the subject ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. How I came to know the number was this : After they released 
me, after the whipping, and unblindfolded me, I saw them as they rode off. They 
formed in line and rode off. I tried to count them. 

Question. You saw them ride off? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you were in bed two weeks from the effects of this treatment ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they leave you there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How far off. 

Answers A mile and a quarter from the house. 
Question. How long did it take you to go back home ? 

Ansiver. 1 think at least an hour and a quarter. It was a very cold night, and I had 
nothing but my shirt and drawers on. 
Question. Were you in bare feet ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, bare feet and head, with nothing on me but my night-clothes, taken 
out of bed. 

Question. What became of the position to which you were elected ? Who fills it? 
Ansiver. The former probate judge. 
Question. Who is he ? 
Answer'. T. J. Greer. 

Question. Is he a republican or democrat ? 
Answer. A democrat. 

Question. Has there been an election had for that office ? 
Anawei'. No, sir ; there has never been any election since October. 
Question. You are to (have an election next week, I believe, to fill some of the vacan- 
cies in the county ofiBlces ? 
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AnsR'C)'. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiion. Have these whippings of yourself and the negroes in the county had. any 
effect upon the disposition or willingness of the people to go to the election— the pre- 
se]it election f 

Answer. I can't say as to that. They may turn out or may not. I don't know. 

Question. What feeling exists on that subject. Is there any apprehension of their 
eafJity if they do turn out ? 

Answer. I have conversed with very few of them, and it appears as if the people 
were going to turn out to the election as far as I know. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Quesi'wn. Pinckueyville is on the northeast line of the county, is it not ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

(yuesiion. Near Chester and York? 
Attswcr. Yes, sir. 

(jucfithn. Do you own land where you live ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Quesiion. When were you a trial justice ? 
Answer. I am acting as a trial justice at this time. 
Quesiion. And also a commissioner of elections ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And was elected at the last election a probate judge ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. That is holding ofBce pretty largely, is it not ? 
A nswer. I donH know, sir. 

Question. Is it an ordinary thing for a man to hold three or four offices in this county? 
Answer. I have been acting as a magistrate and trial justice until they changed it — 
ever j>ince 

Quesiion. Is there any other trial justice in your township of Pinckueyville ? * 
Answer. No, sir. 

Quvsiion. Of course, there is no other probate judge than the one in the county ? 
Answvr. No, sir. 

Quesiion. How many commissioners of election are there in the county ? 
Answer. Three. 

' (J)fesiion. Is there any other commissioner of election in Pinckueyville Township ex- 
co]Jt yourself? 
Answer. No, sir; one lived here in this place. 

Quesiion. So that no other citizen, black or white, of Pinckueyville Township, holds 
office besides yourself ? 
Answer. I was the only trial justice. 
Quesiion. Or commissioner of election or probate judge? 

Answer. Well, if I had taken the office of probate jvidge I should have had resigned 
my other offices. 

Question. But there is no other county officer living in Pinckueyville Township but 
yourself ? 

A-nsnter. Not holding a magistracy or commissionership. 
Quesiion, How many negroes are in that township ? 
Answer. 1 don't remember. 

Quesiion. How many votes are cast in that township altogether, white and black ? 
Answer. I can't tell exact. 
Quesiion. About how many ? 

Answer. I would suppose some three hundred voters. 

Quesiion. How many of these are black voters ? How is the township divided ? 

Answer. There is very little difference. 

Question. Has there been a Loyal League there ? 

Answer. I think there has been, 

Quesiion. Don't you know ? 

Answer. I have heard so. 

Quesiion. Did you belong to it ? 

Answer. I belonged to a League. 

Question. When did you join it ? 

Jj^sicfr. It was in 18G8. 

Question. Have you kept it up since? 

Answi v. It lias been kept up, but not kept up for the last six or eight months. 
Quesiion. Have you not attended any League of that township in regard to the com- 
ing election ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. None called ? 

G8 t 
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Anstcer. No, sir. 

Question, Is there a large number of negroes iu your Loyal League ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Did you ever hear any complaint of the negroes in that town about your 
having all the ofiQces and they none ? 

Answer. There never was any complaint of that kind made to me. 

Qucsiion. Was there to anybody else? 

Answer. I don't know. I never heard of the complaint. 

Qiicslion. Do you say you never heard of such a complaint ? 

Answer. 1 have never heard of a complaint of my holding office. 

Question. Have you never heard of the negroes complaining that they did not get 
any of the oflices f 

Answer. None that I held. 

Question. But that they didn't hold any offices, without regard to yours particularly ? 

Answer. No, sir; I don't know of any negro candidate in the town. 

Question. Aie there no prominent negroes tliere to take part in politics? 

Answer. Yes, sir; as much so as otlier i)laces in the county. 

Question. Any ambition for office f 

Answer. None of them have been candidates. 

Question. Do you know any of them who have wanted to be candidates? 
Answei'. Not particularly. 

Question. Do you say you have not heard any complaint as coming from the negroes 
that they are kept out of office there ; not that you kept them out ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I have never heard that in that town. 
Question. Have you heard it of any other town ? 

Answer. No, sir ; though they may have all wanted office for what I know — every 
colored man in the district. 

Question. You do not know where these disguised men came from? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. The first you knew they had wakened you up and three men were in the 
house*? 

Answer. They came to the house and ordered the door opened and my wife opened 
the door. 

Question. Were they perfectly disguised ? 
Answer. Over the head and face. 
Question. Did it come clear around the head ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Could you tell whether they were white men or negroes? 
Answer. I could not. They were so perfectly disguised I could not tell whether they 
were white or black. 

Question. Let me see the list you have. 

Answer. It is just a memorandum I made out since I have been here. , 
Question. Where did you make this out and when ? 
Ansu'ci\ This morning, since I came here. 

Question. Why did you not make it out before you came from home ? 
Ansicer. I didn't know that it would be required of any man, and I just concluded 
that these witnesses were, some of them, important. 
Question. Wlieu was that required ? 
Ansiver. I didn't know that it was required. 
Question. W^hen was it required ? 

Anstcei'. Since I came here. I don't know that it was required at all, but I thought 
these might be required as witnesses and I made this out this morning. 
Question. You never thought of it at home f 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. When did you leave home ? 
Answer. This morning. 

Questioti. When were you served with the summons ? 
Answer. I was served with summons to be here ou Friday. 
Question. From that time it never occurred to you to make out a list ? 
Answe7\ It occurred to my mind yesterday, but I never made out the list until this 
morning. 

Question, How did you know on what you would be examined ? 
Answer. I didn't know. 

Question. Nobody told you when the summons was served ? 
Answer. No, sir ; not at all. I didn't know what I would be asked. 
Question. Did anybody tell you since you came to town ? 
Ansicer. ^ot at all. 

Question. Have you had any conversation with anybody ? 
Ansicei\ isot on that subject. 

Question. On any subject connected with your testimony ? 
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Ansu-c)'. No, sir; uot the testimony witli no i^erson. I have had other conversations 
with men since I have been here. 

(Jiu.-:;(ion. AYhere did you make this out— in what i^lace? 
Ansucr. I sat down here in the auditor's office. 
(Jucfiiion. "Who was with him ? 

Ansicer. Several were there in the house, but they didn't know what I was making 
(Jiusiion. They had no connection with this paper? 
Answer. No, sir; not at all. 

Qtu'siion. You sat down there and from recollection made it? 

Ansira-. Just from recollection. There may be others I have loft out. 

(Jnesiioii, Are there any hero that don't live in Pinckneyville Township ? Do not 
some of these live outside of your township ? 

Ansicci'. Owens I put in there. He lived in Gowdeysville Township — the man I put 
at the head, who was murdered. 

Qiicsiiou. Where does Belone live? 

Answer. He lived there. They may have moved out of the township. 
Question. They lived there when the whii)piug occurred? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The freedmen are wandering from one place to another —changing 
homes every year. This man Mullins has moved to the West somewhere. 
Question. lie is a white man ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was he whipped for ? 

Answer. I understood for his principles, or acting as anti-Ku-Klux or something of 
the kind. 

Question. Which ? You say it was for his principles or counterfeiting Ku-Klux 
Wliieh one was it? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Was it one or the other? 

Answer. That was what I understood. I can't say for which it was done. 

Question. Did you understand it in that alternate sense? 

Answer. Yes, sir; for one or the other, or both. 

Question. Who told you about it ? 

A nswer. I heard several. 

Question. ^Yho were thejf 

Answer. I heard him for one. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Answer. He said that was the charge they had against him. 
Question. What charge ? 

Answer. For acting as a Ku-KIux and his principles. 
Question. Both? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 
Question. How many have you given on this list? 
Answer. I never counted them, sir. 

Question. Yon say they were all whipped for their politics? 

Answer. That is from my information, sir. 

Question. Yon said they said so ? 

Answer. It is information from them. 

Question. Did you see all these i)arties who were whipped ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many of them ? 

Answer. I don't remember the number. 

Question. Who of them did you see ? 

Answer. Let me see the list and I can recollect th© name?. 

Question. No ; I want you to remember without the list now. Who of these parties 
that you say said they were whipped for their principles told you of these facts ? 

Answer. Joe Belone; Giles White. He has moved to the West. Giles Pafre and his 
wife 

Question. Did you say Giles Page's wife was whipped ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you sure of that? 

Answe7\ She says so. I have only her word for it. 

Question. Whj have you not got her on the list then— her name ? 

Answer. Her name is— Giles Page and wife. It is. 

Question. Are you sure of that? 

Answer. 1 think I put it down so, sir— Peggy Pago ; probably it is down that way. 
Question. Who else? 

A7iswer. Cy. Byars and his wife. These are who I conversed with after they were 
whipped. 

Question. Where is Cy. Byars now? 

Answer. Ho is living in the same town where he was whipped. 
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QucsUon. A negro man ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Qiicsfwn. Able to go about ? 

Answer, He is able to do farming business. 

Question. Is bis wife able to travel, too ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Who else did you talk witb ? 

Ansicer. I don^t know as I had any couYcrsatiou with any others. I heard this man 
]Miller speaking about being whipped ; telling it here in a crowd at Union. 
Question. What was he ? 
Answer. A white man. 

Question. Was he the man whipped for being a counterfeit Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I don't know whether he was or not. 



Unionyille, South Carolina, Juhj IS, 1871. 
JOHN RODGER sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. In town here. 
Question. What is your occupation ? 
Answer. Merchant. 

Question. How long have you lived here ? 

Answer. I have resided here about twenty-two years. 

Question. Are yon a native of this State ? 

Ayiswer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you come from to this State ? 
Ansiver. From Scotland. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the manufacture of Ku-Klux disguises in this 
place? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have any ever been made at your house ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you seen any there ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowle dge of the organization of what is commonly called 
the Ku-Klux Klan of this county ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Has any one ever approached you for the piiri)ose of your joining it ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I never talk on the subject. 

Question. Have you a knowledge, either from general information or facts falling 
under your own observation, which will enable you to tell us who are believed to hQ 
members of that organization in this community ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I coilld not tell a thing about it ; only I have heard negroes say— 
they would not mention names — they knew such and such things : but outside of that 
I know nothing at all. A man told me yesterday what a negro told him j that is all I 
know. 

Question. Were you here on the night the jail was broken into ? 
Aymcer. I was here on both nights. 
Question. How^ far did you live from the jail ? 

Answer. I think about three-quarters of a mile, a little over half a mile. 
Question. On the main street ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear the men come in ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you aroused either night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know anything of it until next morning? 

Answer. I knew nothing of it until about 9 o'clock, I think, when I came up from 
my house after breakfast to the store. I think the first I heard of it was when I came 
to' the railroad. 

Question. Was that at the time of the first or second raid ? 

Answei'. The first time. 

Question. How about the second ? 

Answer. The second I don't remember particularly. When I first heard it I think I 
heard it at home. I think that some of the negro servants told me the next morning. 
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Question. Had you any iiifomiation before the first raid that one was going to be 
made ? 
Answa: No, sir. 
Qiusiion. None whatever ? 
Answa'. None whatever. 
(>«f.9//oH. Xo suspicion? 

Ai.'iivcr. I was as much sur^^rised as you would have been at the time. I saw no 
intimation of it. 

Question. Had you any intimation that the second raid was to be made ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Xo fear ? 

Answer. No fear. 

Question. No ax^prehension ? 

Answer. No apprehension. 

Question. No suspicion ? 

Answer. No suspicion. 

Question. Was there any intimation or expectation in this community, on eithe fro 
these occasions, that raid was going to be made on the jail ? 
Answer. Not to my knowledge. 
Question. Did any one speak of it ? 

Answer. Not of any raid ; but I think there was a pai)er sent up here. This is only 
what I was told ; I didn't see the i)aper. 

Question. Go on j I want your information on the subject. 

Answer. I understand and was told that there was a paper came up here to the 
sheriff to take some of the prisoners, probably all of them, down to Columbia. That 
caused a good deal of excitement here, and I think it was the general talk that it 
ought not to be done just in that way ; that they ought to remain here and be tried — 
come to justice. It was general talk. 

Question. That they ought not to be taken to Columbia? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But as to the idea that they ought to be taken out here and hung without 
trial? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had not heard a word about it. 

Question. You did not anticipate anything of the kind ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you own a horse ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he in the stable on the nights of both raids ? 

Answer. Yes, sii-j he is locked up every night and the key is in my room or in my 
son's room. If I am not at home, sometimes he takes it. 
Question. How old is your son ? 

Answer. He is twelve or thirteen*— going on thirteen. 

Question. Is that the only son you have ? 

Answer. No, sir; I have an older one. 

Question. How old ? 

Answer. Going on twenty-two. 

Question. Is he at home ? 

-J «SK-e?% No, sir ; in Baltimore. 

Question. Have you any knowledge whatever, in any manner, of any secret organi- 
zation hero that has any participation in these raids, or in any of the mmxlers or 
whippings in this county, committed by men disguised ? 

Answer. No, sir ; none at all. I have heard of them ; I have heard that they were 
supposed to be an organization, but I know nothing at all about it. 

Question. Have you any idea that such an organization exists ? 

Answer. I have reason to suppose there are, but I don't know. 

Question. Have you any doubts ? 

Answer. I don't know as I have any doubts. I think they must be ; I don't think 
but what this is so from w^hat I have heard. 

Question. Yet you have not the remotest idea of who are in it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Not in the town or country ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it is a thing that does not belong to myself, and I don't make it my 
•business to interfere. 

Question. Have you felt no interest to inquire how men should be murdered without 
process of law ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. You never felt any apprehension that your turn might come next f 
Answer. No, sir j I never felt uneasv in the least. 
Question. Why ? 
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Answer. Because I have never done anything for anything of the kind to happen to 
me. 

Question, Have you never heard of any persons being hi]>ped who are good citizens ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Do you know the man who just went out of this room, the probate judge? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, What reason was given for whipping him ? 

Ansicer. I don't know; there were reasons, but I never heard no particuLar reason. 

Question. Was the fact that he had been elected probate judge ever given as a reason ? 

Ansicer. I don't know. He was elected probate judge, I know. That might have 
been the reason ; I don't know. 

Question, If he couhl be taken out and whipped without trial or process of law, do 
you not feel any ai>prehension that your turn might come next ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Why not ? 

Answer. I don't know ; I feel secure. 

Question. Entirely secure ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; always the same as now. 

Question. Living in this place where ten men were taken out without law and shot 
to death, you feel entirely secure ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I feel myself perfectly secure. 

Question. How many men have been killed in the county, to your knowledge ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. To the best of your knowledge, do you know of any f 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I have seen some. 
Question. How many! 
Answer. I have seen ten. 

Question, Were they the men killed in the jail ? 
Answer. They were taken out of the jail and killed. 

Question. Outside of that ten, how many have beeu killed in the county ? 

Anmver. I don't know. 

Question. Have you no knowledge of any ? 

Ansicer. I have heard of several, but I don't know it. 

Question. How many ? 

Ansicer, Let me see. There was a white man up here named — I don't remember the 
names. 

Questio7i, Without going over the names, have you heard of three or four or five ? 
Ansiver. I have heard of three outside of those taken from the jail. 
Question. AVhat three did you hear of ? 

Answer. I could not tell the names. There was a white man who, as nigh as I recol- 
lect, lived up on Pacolet. I believe Owens was the name. 
Question. Who else ? » 

Ansicer. A colored man that lived up on Pacolet somewhere ; let me see what his . 
name was. I saw him here as a witness in the last court in March last. He must 
have been in since then. I think his name was Mills. 

Question, W^ho was he a witness against here in court ? 

Answer. It was a cotton scrape against Mr. Webster, a merchant up above. 

Question. Where? 

Ansicer. He lives over Pacolet, I think. I never was at his store. 

Question. Was this man a witness for or against him ? 

Answer. He was against him ; lie was a witness for Mr. Tench. 

Question. Who was Mr. Tench ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Were both white men ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long after that was he killed ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember. I think it happened about a week before I heard of it. 
Question. There are^two ; who was the third ? 

Answer, I don't know about the third one being killed, but I heard of a colored man 
being missing below here, in the lower part of the county. 
Question. What was his name ? 
Answei'. I don't know his name. 
Question. How recently was that ? 
Answer, I think three or four or five weeks ago. 
Question. Was his name Thomson ? 
Answer, I don't remember his name. 
Question. Was he a preacher? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of all these men being killed and nobody making any 
incxuiry ? 
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Answer. I suppose they did, about tbe neigbborbood, but I didn't' bear much inquiry 
made, or anything. It is for curiosity, I sui>pose ; outside of that I don't think I ever 
beard anything. 

Question. You bad one man killed by the negroes, four or five miles from town here ; 
did that excite somo curiosity ? 
Answer. Not more than the others. That was Bates's negro, wasn't it ? 
Mr. Van Tiutmp. No, it was not. 

By the Chair^ian : 

Qucsiion. Was anybody killed within four or five or six miles out here, by negroes, 
that excited any attention ? 
Answer. Not that I recollect. 

Question. Have you not beard of the killing of a white man, four or five or sis 
miles out here, that excited a great deal of attention since last December ? 
Answer. Stevens was killed in December. That is the only one I recollect. 
Question. Did that excite attention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; because it happened right here in our neighborhood. 
Question. Within four or five miles ? 

Answer. No, sir ; it was two miles, and he belonged in town. Ho was our drayman. 
Question. Did that excite great attention ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it did, a great deal, at least the next morning. I came up 
town. I think it was about church time. I was going to church when I heard it. 

Question. According to your information and the testimony, was he murdered without 
justification — lawlessly ? 

Answer. As far as I know he was ? 

Question. There was a great deal of attention attracted by it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I think there Avas, that morning. 

Question. Did not your citizens turn out almost cn masse to arrest the negroes ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not to my knowledge. 

Question. Do you know ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you inquire ? 

Answer. I inquired for curiosity. 

Question. Did they not disarm the negroes, next morning, to a great extent ? 

Answer. I understood so. I was coming from church; I suppose they generally como 
out about 12 o'clock. I was coming down street and I saw two or "^tbree white men 
and two or ttn-ee negroes coming up together. That drew my attention. I think they 
were coming the street, not by the xmblic street, but a cross-street, and behind a 
store, just as I got down there, and I asked what was the matter. The negroes wero 
riding, 1 think, but the white men had guns. 

Question Were they disarming the negroes that day ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not to my knowledge ? 

Question. Did they give np their arms ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. I don't know anything about it. 
Question. You say ten men were taken out of the jail and killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you see them ? 

Answer. I saw two the first time, up above here, about a mile, I think, as well as I 
recollect. 

Question. When did you see the eight ? 

Answer. The eight was next morning after they was taken out. I don't remember 
the date. 

Question. They were out where they were killed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they just lying there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did they lie there before the inquest was held ? 
Ansicer. 1 think a jury was held next morning. 
Question. Were you on that jury ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you there when it was held ? 
An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. Were citizens out there generally ? 

Answer. I could not tell. I could not tell a man that was there. 

Question^ You were not out ? 

Answa: No, sir. 

Question. Did that inquest undertake to inquire in which direction the men Trent 
who shot these men ? 
Ansicer. I don't know. 

Question. Wero these eight men shot or hung ? 
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Ansiver, When I saw them two were hanging, and six or eight — I think there were 
eight, but I would not ho positive — colored men were l^'ing on the ground, dead. 
Question, They appeared to be shot ? 
Answer. I didn't examine to see whether they were shot. 
Qiieestion. Did anybody go out to track these men ? 
Answer, I don't know. 

Question. Was any interest taken in the town to ascertain who had done it ? 
Ansiver. I saw no interest. I didn't take none mj'self, and therefore didn't take no 
interest no way. They didn't summons me as a juror or witness. 
Question. Did not the community here rather ai)prove of it ? 

Ausiver. No, sir ; I don't think so ; not as far as I know. I didn't approve of it. 
That is as far as I can say. 

Question. You heard nobody approve of it ? 

Answer, No, sir I have not heard of a man approving of the conduct. 
Question, At that time ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. But nobody made any motion to look after the offenders ? 

Answer, No, sir, not that I know of. 

Question, Did you not hear anybody say it was right ? 

Ansiver, I don't know. I might have heard it. I couldn't say. 

Question. There never has been any inve.stigation into it. 

Answe}'. Not that I know of. 

Question, More than the coroner's inquest ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

By Jklr. Stevenson : 
Question. Where were the men hanging that you saw hanging? 

Ansiver, They were hanging to one of the limbs of a hickory up here, about a milo 
from here. That is what is called the public hanging-ground. A good many have 
been hung there. 

Question. Is it what is called Hangman's Tree ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; that is the first ever hung on that tree, to my knowledge, for 
twenty odd years. 

Question, Where were the men who were shot ? 

Answer, They were lying from the tree, in a westerly direction, I think. 
Question, On the sarne side of the road f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Near the tree ? 

Answer, You may call it near the tree. I don't remember the distance. I think it was 
close by. 

Question. By some pine bushes there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, How many people went out to see them. 

Ansiver, I expert there were, black and white, a dozen people. 

Question, AVhat time of day was that ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember. I think it was raining when I went out — probably 10 or 
11 or 9 o'clock. I don't remember. I know — I was going to say I sent for my horse 
to go out, but there .was a horse standing hitched, and I got him and rode out. 

Question. Were the bodies of the men who had been shot lying ax)parently where 
they fell, or had they been arranged ? 

Ansiver. They lay where they fell, apparently. 

Question. And the bodies of the others were hanging to the tree ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you know when these bodies were buried ? 
Ansiver, They were buried next day, I think. 
Question. Where? 

Ansive}\ I don't know. I have heard where. I think one of them was taken down 
to Mr. Ming's plantation. I understood the relatives took them and buried them, but 
I think the coffins and clothing was bought by the county commissioners, as far as I 
know. So I was informed. 

Question. You have never heard anybody named as being suspected of having any- 
thing to do with that matter ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard of .one. 

Question. You never knew anything at all about it until next morning? 

Answer, 1 think I heard such a thing had been done before I left home in the morn- 
ing. I never come up town in the morning until after breakfast, without it is on some 
urgent business. 
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Unionville, South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
JESSE J. ;MAI)RY sworn and examiued. 

By tbc CiiAiR.AiAN : • 
Qncstion. Where do you live, Mr. Mabry ? 
Ausnrr. Sixtceu miles nortli of this place. 
Question. In what to^YnslJip ? 
Answer. Draytonsville. 

Question. How long have you lived in this county. 

Ansiver. All my life. I ttus born here. 

Question. What is your age ? 

Answer. Ffty-thrce years. 

Question. What is your occupation? 

Answer. Farming. 

Question. Do you owu land in that neighborhood ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much land have you ? 
Answer. I have a hundred acres. 

Question. Have you held any public positions in this country ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was on the constabulary force last summer. 
Question. Have you held any other public positions ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was registrar previous to that. I registered the names here ? 
Question. Under the St jte law ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; and I have managed several elections. 
Question. You have been an election manager ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Go on and give us any actual knowledge you have yourself of any violence 
that has been committed by men in disguise in this county, or of which you have 
any reliable information; and first give us your actual knowledge. 

Answer. That is the way I want to go — on my own knowledge 

Question. Very well ; go on. 

Answer. As to my own knowledge, there has been a party in disguise through this 
country ; but as to naming the men or spotting the men, I have at various times ; and 
I will say one thing to this committee, if you will allow me ; it will do me good to let 
you know I have aggravated a certain party— rather impeached them — but I didn't 
know it. I have been tantalized at my own house a time or two. I abused them. I 
met them and fought. I had three fights. I had my doubts, I told them, or, if I didn't, 
I would kill them, and on that ground, now, I could not tell who they were, because I 
had my doubts. That is all I was concealing. I did fight it. I fought it a great 
deal, to my judgment, and I was not confident of it myself, but had the confidence and 
belief to attack them. 

Question. You say they came to your house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they do? 

Answe)'. The first night they came, they said if I had any more republicans speaking — 
I had an outlet to the big road from my house, and pretty grove there, and there had 
been several republicans speaking there, and they said if I had any more of that down 
there they would let me know what K. K. meant. It went off at that. I rather kept 
it a secret for some time. I told my family, just let it rip. 

Question. IIow many men were there in disguise ? 

ji 7iswer. There were sev<en ? ^ 

Question. When was that ? 

Answer. That was along just after the last election. I have the date at home. I 
didn't know what would be asked. It was along in November, I think. 
Question. Did they ever come again ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they come there and tore my fodder about and searched in tho 
stables and cribs for me. 
Question. Where were you? 

Answer. I was knocking about over the country. The fact is I hadn't let it be known 
at the moment, at this time. 
Answer. What had you not let be known. 

Question, I was telling you it was dangerous times, as I thought. 
Question. Were you afraid to stay at home ? 

Ansiccr. Certainly, I was, because I didn't know who they were or how many or any- 
thing about it or what was to pay. I was trying to find out what was going on, ami 
finally I got a crowd sufiicient, I thought, to defend the place, and I found I had to hide 
my horse out. They wouldn't attack the house when they knew I was there. I hid my 
horse and laid out, and, luckily, they didn't come at all. 1 went to bed, and when they 
came my wife awaked me. I live in a double house, fifty feet long, she with me. I just 
jerked open the door and went out and cussed them for thieves. From it to my house I 
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was no Ef-arer to it than to you. I told them if they wouhl make a light out there, or 
fire a gnu to show nie where to shoot, I wouhl shoot for a man who would shoot. That 
was the last time they alarmed my house. 'My neighbors raised — the good eitizens and 
the young men of good staixling — and eame right out and said If he is to be hung we 
are going to protect him, for he is an honest man." And it just died right down. 
Question. How many of these men were there at that Kme f 

Answer. I don't know. There were these two or three inside, my wife told me. AVe 
had lost so much sleep in trying to catch them at the place. AVo were strong enough 
to conquer them, but when we touched the bed we would be asleep. I suppose, I think 
they were about the same squad, but this is rather guessing : I am not positive. 

Question. How were they disguised? 

Au8wei\ I couldn't tell you that. Something was hanging over them and around 
them. 

Question. How were their foces covered ? 

Answer. They were covered with a mask of some sort of cloth, I think, from appear- 
ance. I was in about seven or eight feet of them. They didn't see me, and 1 raised to 
shoot them, but was advised not to do it. I had but six rounds. There were seven of 
them. I was advised not to. 

Question. Do I understand you there were two visits to your house. 

Answe)'. Yes, sir ; there were several. 

Question. More than two ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Two while you were there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; two while I was there. • 
Question. Others while you were away ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. This, then, is what you speak of ypur own knowledge ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What information have you that you believe to be reliable as to their visits 
to other persons in the same neighborhood ? 

Answer. The night they visited me they tore down a house within a quarter of a mile. 
It was a very loose place. There was very little sympathy for the place. 

Question. SVhat do you mean by loose place ? 

Answer. A bad woman. I heard them when they were out there, and merely 
stepped out of my gate, my jialings, to look on, and they eame galloping up. I 
just had my yard paled with new ))alings and I had thrown a large pile of rails there. 
I was right at the end of the rails when they were close to me. The rails were between 
us, but in a pile long- ways. I was right under the rails. 

Question. Could you identify any of these menf 

Answer. No, sir ; as I told you at the start. > 

Question. If you did know," would you give us their names? 

Answer. Yes, sir; if I knew I would give them to you. 

Question. You spoke of this occurrence where they tore down the house of this loose 
woman the same'night they visited yon ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What other things did you hear of in the neighborhood ? 

Answer. 1 didn't hear of anything more that occurred that night in the neighborhood. 

Question. What other cases do you know that occurred since last December ? 

Answer. There have been several depredations there around me since that time. 
Several have been whipped within, I suppose, three or four hundred yards of my 
house. The last murder was at Dr. Knott's, within three or four hundred yards of my 
house. 

Question. Who was that ? ; 
Answer. A colored man named John Mills. 
Question. How long since ? 

Answer. I forget, really, but I think along up in April. 
Question. Do you know what Mills was killed for ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Have yon any idea ? 

Answer. He was said to be a bad boy, and I don't doubt but what he was. That is 
my opinion of the boy myself. 
^Question. He was a bad boy ? 

Ansivc7\ I think he was. He was always a-stealing and always nearly under arrest 
every month or two. 

Question. Do you know of anybody else in that neighborhood ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't know of anybody else killed in that neighborhood. 

Question. Who were whipped ? 

Ansicer. Several were whipped, I heard. 

Question. Have you such information *as to induce you to believe so ? 
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A))8H'C}\ It has not been denied what I will give you. I was one of a jury that held 
the inquest over Mills. 

Question. As to the others? 

Ansurr. As to the others, I am a man that don't meddle in anything at all. Several 
were undeniably whipped. 
Qucsiion. Give their names. 

Answer. A boy named Edward Dawkins, up by a neighbor of mine named Jones, 
about six hundred yards from where I live. 
Qucsiiou. Who else? 

Ansiver. I can't recollect. If I had known this a week ago, I could have just«made 
a correct list of them, but there has been ft number whii)pcd in live or six miles of me. 
Our country is barren for labor there to what it has been. 

Question. "^What has caused that ? 

Answer. It is said to be the Ku-Klux. 

Qncsiion. Is it a fact ? 

Answer. They are gone, and I have no doubt it is the fact. 
Qiteet'wn. You say a number have been whix>ped ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion. Can you say what number, or near it ? 

Answer. 1 am this way: I want to be positive about it. If any gentleman would tell 
me two or three hundred were whipi^ed, I would have no right to dispute it, because I 
cannot recollect it. 

Qitestion. Have you such information as would enable you to say how many you 
yourself believe have been whipped ? 
Answer. No, sir; I wouldn't want to be positive to any number, but a good many. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Quesiion. In the county, or your neighborhood? 
Answer. In my neighborhood. 

By the Chairman: 

Qnesiion. Have any of the negroes told you that they were going to leave for this 
cau>e ? 

Answrr. Y"es, sir; there are negroes there now who are going off this fall; they can't 
stay. 

Question. Do you believe that apprehension is felt among the negroes? 

Answer, Yes, sir; but I think the old heads have gone to work and are trying to 
pacify them. I have counseled them myself to hold on ; that I thought they were aU 
safe, or things were going to blow off. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of who comi)ose these bands that ride in youi 
neighborhood ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I don't know that I know who the men are. 
Question. Is this all the information you can give us on this general subject? 
Answer. That is all the information I can give you, as far as my riecoUection serves 
me at the moment. 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You say a good many have been whipi^ed? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; a good many. 
Quesiion. Of what class of citizens? 

Answer. I have heard of different ones — some whites, some black — not in my imme- 
diate neighborhood. Mr. Owens was killed four miles below me 

Quesiion. I speak of the whippings. To which class did the great number of thoso 
whipped belong ? 

Answer. To the black ones — the colored peoxile. 

Question. Whan you say a good many, do you mean that there has been what you 
would call a general whipping of the colored people in that region? 
Answer. I don't know w^hat that might cover. 
Quesiion. But from time to time ? 
Anwei'. O, yes, sir. 

Question. You mean that the generality of them have been whipped, at one time or 
another, within this time spoken of? 
Answer. There has been a good deal of whipping done there. 
Question. Do you mean that the men have generally been whipped? 
Answer. No, sir ; not all of them. 
Quesiion. The men? 
Answer. No, sir ; not all of them. 
Question. Explain what you mean. 

Answer. I mean a great many have been whipped, but not all have been whipped: 
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Question. I want an idea as to whether a majority have heeu vrhipped, or ^vhcther 
they have beeu generally whipjied, or how far it has gone. 

Aiisiver, There have "been a good many whipped j I don't know whether it is the 
majority or not. 

Question. What is the feeling among the republicans of that region, hlack and white, 
as to security ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot tell you. I have not been out nor heard anybody talk 
for near four or five months, I think. 

Question. You have not heard anybody talk on politics for four or live months ? 
Anmcer. No, sh- ; it is pretty still there. 
Question. Which party do you belong to? 

Ansiver. 1 opposed the war. I never was a pledged man to any party. I was opposed 
to secession ; I was a Union man. There is where they got their broil jigainst mo, 
just because I ojiposed the war and believed in the Union. 

Question. Do you believe these Ku-Klux have any of the old secession feeling left in 
them? 

Ausxver. That is a matter of guess, but if we take acts for testimony, we would have 
to say there was. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. That is, they belonged then to the secession party when there was such a 
party ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; if we take their acts. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Do you mean their acts as Ku-Klux lately ? 

Ansicer. Well, previously. Their acts at this moment is cheerful and kind. 
Question. But since December ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir j I say that if you take their acts, you would believe it. 

By Mr. Van Tru^ip : 
Question. That they are kind ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I would say if you took their acts since the last election, you 
would think it was in them yet. 

QueMion. You say there have been a good many whippings, but, in answer to Mr. 
Stevenson, you would not say whether it was a majority or less than a majority of 
the negroes there ? 

Aiisiver. I think if you take all those that went off after whipping and those that 
has been whipped, it would take them to be a majority; but many have gone off alter 
being whipped. 

Question. Do not many go off because they want to move to another place ? 

Answer. Hardly, when they set in to make up a crop. 

Question. Did these negroes leave when making a crop ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of them? 

Answer. I don't know. I suppose there were three or four of one family above me 
was run of£ to Columbia at planting time. 
Question. How many more ? 

Answer. I don't know that I have any in mind. They were the nighest to me that 
were disturbed. 

Question. Do you know of others ? 
Ansiver. 1 have heard of others. 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. Several, but ray memory will not serve me. 
Question. You speak of your township ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; not directly of my township. I live near the line of Gowdeysvillc 
Township and Draytonsville Township, and my neighborhood runs down and up 
Thickety and into both townships. 

Question. I want to see how muck territory you spoke of in your testimony. I think 
you are an honest man, but I want to see what you mean. You say your neighborhood 
includes parts of two townships ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVhen you were answering the questions put by the gentleman, did you 
mean your neighborhood or one township ? 
Answer. I meant my neighborhood. 
Question. What scope of country do you mean by that? 

Ajiswer. Ikly acquaintance, my neighborhood. I supipose I have special neighbors, 
Bome two or three miles in Gowdeysvillc, all around me. 

Question. A circle of two or three miles running each way from you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on Thickety ; and Pacolet is about the dividing line. We don't 
neighbor mucb across the river. There are no fords or bridges, and it is rather a shut- 
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np place between Tbiekety and Pacolet, but it is four miles, and tbreo and two, and 
so on. 

(Jnotiou. Your iiei^bborbood includes tbree miles each way, which would form about 
M township : what is the size of a township here? 
Aiif^irrr. We have two near that river. I don't know what the size is. 
Question. Are all the townships of the same size ? 
Answer. They differ in size very irregularly. 
(Jursiio)}. Your neighbor)] ood is probably six miles square ? 

Anstvcr. Yes -ir; I have acquaintances all over that whole county. I [have been 
liviug there forty yeaj's. 

Qiusiiou. In jinsweriu<^ the question put to you before I examined you, what extent 
of county did you have in mind when you gave numbers and facts ? Did you mean 
your whole neighborhood of five or six miles square, or your county, or as far as your 
acquaintance extends in any way ? 

Answer. I think that is the correct way, as far as my acquaintance extended, be- 
cause I give this news as it occurred. 

Que!<tlon. This news came from several townships ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. IIow manj' ? 

Answer. Sometimes from two, sometimes only one; just as the case might be. 
Question. Did you hear of cases coming from as many as three or four townshii^s 
altogether ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; now and then you would hear, because these crimes here were out 
of my township. I frequently heard of them out of my township, and also these two 
townships adjoining here. 

Question. In answering those questions, you had in your mind all these townships ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You said there were a great many whippings ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. About how many ? A great many may mean very extensive whipping, ov 
may not, according to the man's idea. What do you mean by a great many ? 

Answer. I really don't know. It is a momentary thing on me. I could have been 
better posted, and set down day and dates, if I had ever known you wanted me to tell. 

Question. Fix the number you had in mind when you said a great many; the lowest, 
the highest, or middle number. 

Answer. Speaking right around me in the two townshii^s — I am going to speak to what I 
know — taking in no other township but these two, I think there are some fifteen to 
twenty-five whippings that have come to my ears. 

Question. Whether they were all true accounts or not you do not know? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I have heard that disi)uted. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Do you mean between the two streams ? 
Answer. In the two towns. 

By ^Ir. Van Trump : 

Question. You say these disguised men—Ku-Klux, or whatever they were — called 
twice while you were there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But left without inflicting personal injury? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say the good people around there proffered protection to you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, While people ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I didn't look to anybody else. 
Question. Were there democrats among them? 
Answer. I suppose there were. 

Question. Do yon not know the politics of your neighbors who helped guard you ? 
Answer. I have had the good citizens of the district say they would come over and 
lie there a month, and didn't find fault with me for my principles. 
Que-'^iion. How many white reimblicans are there around you ? 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Very few ? 
A nsiccr. Very few. 

Question. How many besides yourself and your own family ? 
Answer. I don't know that you could tell them by their acts. 

Question. Are the people so indifterent up there that thev do not let their political 
sentiments lie known? " i 

Ansiver. They are. 

Question. Democrats as well as republicans? 



1086 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHERN STATES. 



Answer, No, sir. The democratic party has been the strongest, hut the repnhlican 
party has been afraid. 

Question, You say many good people around you— your neighhocs— offered to protect 
your house. Were not many of them necessarily democrats ? 

Answer, They claimed it. 

Question. Have you any doubt about it? 

Answer, No, sir ; but they were not men of extremes. 

Question. There are some good democrats here ? , 

Answer, Yes, sir ; there is a difference between the violent and the moral men in the 
party ; there is a difference between an extreme man and a moral man. 



/ 



Unionville, South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
H. THOMSON- HUGHES sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : ^ 
Question, Do you reside in this place ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; I am the jailer here at this place. 
Question, How long have you been the jailer? 

Ansicer, Well, sir, I came to the jail the 15th of January of this year. 
Question, What was your occupation before that ? 
Answer, House-carpenter. 
Question, Where did you live ? 

Answer, A mile and probably an eighth from this place. . 

Question, Where were you on the night when the hrst raid was made on the jail ? 
Answc7\ At my mother^s. 
Question, Where is that ? 

Answer, That is about three-quarters of a mile from this place. 

Question, What night was that ? 

Ansivei\ I don't remember now what night it was. 

Question, What night in the week was it ? 

Aimcer, I don't remember now. 

Question, What day of the month was it ? 

Answer, I think it was between the 3d and 5th of January. 

Question, Then it was either the 3d, 4th, or 5th. 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; somewhere along there. 

Question, Which of those nights were you at your mother's ? 

Anstver. I staid with my mother pretty much all the time after they killed Mr. 
Stevens. 

Question, Was it the third, fourth, or fifth night you were at your mother's ? 

Answer, Let me see. Mr. Stevens was killed on the 31st of December. I staid there 
all the time until I came down. I think I staid — let me see, I would not be positive 
now — from the 25th of December to the 15th. I don't think I staid at home any time 
at all. I don't think I staid at my own house. 

Question, Were you at your mother's house every night of that time ? 

Answe)\ Yes, sir ; either at my mother's or sister's. 

Question, When did you first learn that the jail had been visited? 

Answer. As I was going to tell you, it was a short time after Mr. Stevens was killed, 
I suppose, that there was a party. I did not see the party the first time. I was at my 
mother's. I heard a shooting and firing. We were then expecting a raid of the militia 
on the jail. 

Question, You were ex:pecting that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and I knew, from the direction we heard where they were camped, 
that they were coming from that direction toward here. I heard them firing, and 
heard considerable praying going on. 

Question. Were they praying ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. I says, ^* Mother, what direction is that gun?" She says, ^^It's 
toward Bill Prater's." I then heard another. I says, Mother, what direction is that ? " 
After a while I heard two more shots. I then jumped up and went to the window, and 
I saw then the light of the gun. That was in the night. It was the flash of the gun. 
I says, Mother, they are now in three hundred yards of the house, and I had better 
get away from here." She then says, Thomson" — that is my name — *^go off down in 
the pines, and if they come here I will tell them you have not been here." This was 
the militia, we thought. We didn't think it was Ku-Klux or anything of the kind. 

Question, Go on with your statement. 

Anstver, I then got my gun and ammunition and run as quick as I could to go to the 
jail to help defend the jail. When I got to the jail there was a candle burning in the 
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jail, but I eouldii't wako anybody ui); I couldn't make anybody answer me. T then 
came to Mr. Bolt, the trial justice here, and waked bim, and says, " The niggers are up 
on the road, and will be here in a few minutes, and we had better lix to meet them." 
He says, " (io down to the hotel and ring the bell." I went down to Mr. Steen's hotel. 
When' I got there I told them, and they said the Ku-Klux had been there that night 
and had taken out five of the negroes. 

Qucstioit. Let me understand that. How far does your mother live from town ? 

Jnisiver. It is hardly three-quarters of a mile. 

(Jui'fsiion. In which direction I 

Answer. On the Glenn Springs road. These negroes were shot on the Spartanburgh 
road, right across from the other road. We live near the forks. 

Question. How far did this shooting take place from your mother's ? 
Answer. Three hundred yards, I guess. 

Question. You supposed it was the negroes coming to take these prisoners out of jail? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I thought that. 
Question. You then got your gun ? 

Answer. I got my gun and ammunition and made to the jail here as quick as pos- 
sible. I run all the way. What I didn't run I walked mighty fast. 

Question. Is the i^lace where the negroes were shot farther from the jail than from 
your mother's ? 

Answn\ It is further. 

Question. How far is it from the jail to where the negroes were shot? 
Answer. One mile exactly. 

Question. And about tliree-quarters of a mile to where your mother lives ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is it from where your mother lives over to where the negroes were 
shot? 

Answer. About three hundred yards, as well as I can think. 

Question. Is the place where they were shot between your mother's house and town, 
or beyond your mothers? 

Answer. The road runs pretty much north from here. When you get out about half 
a mile from here, or a little over, the road forks— the Spartanburgh road and the Glenn 
Springs road. The road turns right west, and there is a road that crosses from njy 
mother's house to the Spartanburgh road. 

Question. Is the place where the negroes were shot between your mother's house and 
the town, or farther ofl'thau your mother's? 

Answer. It is further off, the first time they came. 

Question. How near to that place would you pass in coming from your mother's 
house to town ? « 

Answer. It is just one mile from where the negroes were shot. 

Question. In coming into town from your mother's, how near would you be at the 
nearest point on the road to the place where the negroes were shot ? You started 
about three hundred yards from it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I say they were shot about three hundred yards from my mother's 
house. 

Question. In coming into town would you at any point be nearer to that place than 
you were at the place from which you started? 

Answer. I would be nearer at the place I started from. 

Question. Would you be any nearer to that i>lace where they were shot, at any point 
on the way, than at your mother's house ? 
Answer. My mother don't live quite a mile from here. 

Quetstion. You say your mother lived about three hundred yards from where they 
were shot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You came from there to town? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In coming here were you at any time nearer than three hundred yards to 
the place where the negroes were shot ? Can you understand that ? 

Answer. I was three hundred yards this side of where the negroes were shot. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. When you started from your mother's did you not come from there right 
this way to town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I came from my mother's down through the woods, and camo right 
to the jail. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. In doing that were you at any time nearer to the place where the ae 
groes were shot than when at your mother s ? 
Answa'. No, sir. 

Question. You came directly on from your mother's to town 5 



1088 COXDITION OF AFFAIRS IX THE SOUTIIERX STATES. 



Answer. Xo, sir; not dircetly. If I had I would liave come down tlie big road. 
Quesfion. Yon caiiio without stopping f 

xlnsiver. Yes, sir ; through the woods, aud got to tlie jail as quick as possible. 
Question. You came first to the jail ? 
Ansii'cr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you find anybody there ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; nobody at all. There was a light in the jail, but I could not make 
any one answer me. 

Question. Did you go in the jail ? 

Answer. I went to the door and hallooed and knocked. 

Question. Was there nobody there ? 

Answer. Xobody, and nobody near. Then I went over to Mr. Bolt and waked him. 
and said, ''I think tho niggers arc above here, and Ave had better be xirepared to meet 
them." He says, Run down to the hotel and ring the bell and rouse the citizens as 
quick as possible." 

Question. But when you came to the jail you say nobody was about there? 
Answer. X^, sir. 

Question. What had become of the jailer? 

Answer. iMr. Rice Rogers, the sheriff, was then up street. 

Question. Was there a jailer there and tho sheriff also ; or was the jail kept bv the 
sheriff? 

Answer. The jail was kept, by the sheriff at that time. 
Question. Was there a separate jailer? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. The sheriff was up street? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had he been tied at any place ? . 

Ansiver, Xo, sir; not that I know of. 

Question. AVhat had they done with Mr. Rogers ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. I don't know that I have the right to tell what I heard. 
Question. Tell it. 

Answer. That would not be evidence. 

Question. You need not be particuhar about that if we are not, 

Ansicer. I heard they stoi:)ped him here at tho court-house steps aud kept him 
in arrest there. 

Question. And when you came he was up street ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You did not find a single person about the jail? 
Answer. Xo, sir ; nobody at all. 

Question. What time of the night was that? * 
Answer. I think it was between 11 and 1'2 o'clock. 
Question. How far does Mr. Bolt live from the jail ? 

Answer. He slept right across the street, in that little brick building, probably one 
hundred and fifty yards, or maybe not so far, or more. 
Question. He was asleep ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir; when I went in. 

Question. Yon waked him up and told him that the negroes were coming to take the 
negro prisoners out of jail ? 

Ansiver. Xo, sir ; I said they were making preparations, I thought, above here, and I 
thought they would come and break into the jail and take them. 

Question. He got np and told yon to go and ring the bell and arouse the citizens ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Yon went up street ; who did yon find there ? 

Answer. I believe, as well as I can recollect, it was Jimmy Rodger. 

Question. Who is he ? 

Ansiver. He was a citizen ; he lives in this place. 
Question. What relation to John Rodger? 
Answer. A son. 
Question, How old is he ? 

Answer. Between twenty-one and twenty-two, I reckon. 
Question. Was he here then ? 
Ansiver. Ho was there that night. 

Question. Who else did you find? ' 

Ansiver. I saAv jMr. Lnnney B. Hill, Dan Black 

Question. Is that James Rodger here now ? 
Ansicer. Xo, sir ; he is in Baltimore. 
Question. He was here on the night tbis raid occurred ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question AVho else besides James Rodger and Lnnney Hill? 
Answer. Mr. Kit Hawkins. 
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Qucfifiou. Whnt is liis full name? 
Ansuri: I. C. Hawkins. We call him Kit. 
Qucsfiou. Who else was there? 
Ansirtr. The sheriff, Mr. Kogers. 
Question, lie was at the hotel? 
A}ii,W(r. Yes, sir. 

(Jucsiion. You could have told us without heai*say where he was ; you sa^v him there ? 
An8ivc}\ ]>iit I did not see him arrested here. 
Qiuslioii. Who (dse besides the sheriff? 
Aimnr. Mr. Leeeh — Willet Leech. 
Qncsitou. Who else? 

Aimvcr. Mr. liilly Malone was there at Steeu's hotel, sitting by the fire 

Qncslion. Who else ? 

Au8ice): Captain Dick Johnson. 

Question. Go on with all who were there. 

Answer. As for knowing any more, I cannot recollect now who the next was. I have 
named as many as I can recollect. 

Question. Were there a good many besides them? 

Answer. There was a considerable crowd in the hotel that I don't remember. 
Question. Did you ring the bell? 

Answer. No, sir; when I got to the hotel they told me that the Ku-Klux had been 
in the town and had taken out live negroes from the jail. 
Quistion. Did they tell you anything else? 

Answer. I then made myself easy. 1 knew^ then it was not the militia — the negroes. 
Question. You had come with your gun three-quarters of a mile to defend the jail 
against the negroes? 
Answer. Yes, sir; to keep them from taking out the prisoners. 

Question. Did you stop at once, and rest satisfied that the Ku-Klux should go on and 
kill the negroes ? 

Ansiver. I didn't know anything about whether they killed them; I heard them 
shooting. 

Question. You say these men told you the Ku-Klux had taken out five men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they tell you what they were going to do with them? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you have an idea what they were going to do with them ? 

Answer. No, sir. We have a neighbor, Bill Prater, and I said to mother and wife, 

They have killed Bill Prater and his wife." He lives right at the mile-i)ost where 
the negroes were killed. 

Question. When the people told you the Ku-Klux had taken out five negroes, did you 
not think it was the negroes they had been shooting over there where you heard shoot- 
ing? 

Answer. No, sir; I never heard tell of any Kn-Klux being in this country until then. 

Question. Did you make no inquiry of these men as to what the^^ were going to do 
with the negroes taken ou': ? 

Answer, No, sir; I asked what kind of men they were. They told nie they were men 
in disguise. 

Question. You say you had never heard of Ku-Klux before? 

Ansicer. No, sir; 1 didn't think there was any such organization in this country. 
Question. When they told you the Ku-Klux had takeu them out, did you ask what 
they meant ? 
Ansircr. No, sir. 

Question, You never had heard of Ku-Klux before? 
Answer. No, sir; not in this country I hadn't. 
Question. In any other? 

Answer. I had heard of Ku-Klux in other countries. 

Question. You knew what Ku-Klux meant ? ' 
Answer. I knew it was a party of men. 

Question. Did it not strike you that they took out the negroes to shoot them ? 

Ansicer. Of course, when I had heard the shooting and hallooing over there, I ex- 
pected they would kill them. 

Question. When you were informed that the Ku-Klux had taken these negroes out, 
it did not strilce you that they were going to shoot them f 

Answer. I sui)pose anybody would know they were going to shoot them, if they had 
any sense at all. 

Question. After you had come with your gun to defend the jail against negroes, you 
stopped right short,* and did not do anything against the Ku-Klnx? 

Answer. What would be the use for me to follow the Ku-Klux? 

Question. Did any of these men propose, or did you ask them, to do anything to get 
the negroes out of the hands of the Ku-Klux ? 
69t 
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Answer. No, sir ; because they liad done the shoot iujj before I came back, 
Quesiion. You are satisfied of that ? 

Ansive}\ I am not satisfied — I know it. I know there was some shooting done up 
there. 

Question. What did these men say? Did they say it was a good thing? 

Answer. They didu't say anything about it, whether good or bad. 

Quesiion. What was said about tlie Ku-Khix taking out these negroes that night by 
those men up there at the hotel? 

Answer. There was a good deal of talk. I think some said they thought it was right, 
and some thought it was wrong. 

Quesiion. Who said it was right? 

Answer. I don't remember. 

Question. Try to remember. What did Roger say ? 

Answer. I never heard him mention anything aljout whether it was right or wrong. 

Quesiion. Do you recollect nobody who said it was right? 

Answer. No, sir; it was like a crowd talking. 

Question. Do you recollect anybody who said it was wrong? 

Ansivei'. No, sir. 

Question. How long did you remain there ? 

Answer. I remained until morning, and was then sent out by Mr. Bolt. I was acting 
as constable. I remained there until morning. The fact is, I was afraid to go out. I 
was afraid the negroes were going to try to kill me. They had made threats just 
before the election in this place. I came down here and had five negroes captured. 
They were standing guard around my house. 

QueMion. Did Mr. Bolt go up from his house to the hotel ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; afterwards. 

Question. What ground did he take about this business ? 

Ansiver. I neyer heard him say much about it. 

Qnestion. Did he say whether it was right or wrong ? 

Answtr, No, sir. 

Question. What is he? 

Ansivcr. A trial justice. 

Question. Was he then ? ^ 

Atmvcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he make any proposition to ascertain who those men were? 
Answer. No, sir ; he did not. I don't suppose he thought it was any way necessary. 
The men were disguised, and I don't suppose anybody knew them. 

Question. Did he i^ropose to take any measure to ascertain who they were? 
Answer, No, sir. *- 

Question. Were there any other citizens who got together at the time you have named, 
when you remained until morning? 
Ansiccr. Several of them went to bed. 
Question. How many of them ? 

Answe}'. A good many of them. A parcel of them were lying around there asleep. 

Quesiion. Did the rest of them stay up during the night? « 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I staid up until the break of day myself. 

Question. What did you stay up for ? 

Answer, I had no place to lie down. 

Question. Did you go back home? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Why not ? 

Answei'. Because I didn't care about going home that night. 
Question. Were you afraid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Of what ? 

Answer. As I told you before, I was afraid of the negroes. They had made threats 
against me that they intended to kill me. I had run into a nest of them once before 
that. 

Question, What did they propose to kill you for? 

Answer, Because me and June Mobley had a few words here, I suppose. 

Question. When you found it was the Ku-Klux who were out, and not the negroes, 
were you afraid of meeting the negroes ? 

Answer. I didn't care to go out. I thought the Ku-Klux might take me out and shoot 
me as quick as the negroes. 

Question. Why? 

Answer. Because I would be traveling out. 

Question. Did they shoot anybody here that was out? 

Ansiver, No, sir; but I don't suppose those standing about let themselves be known. 

Question. Did they take up anybody that night ? 

Ansiver, They did, as I told you, Mr. Sheriff Rogers, in arrest. 
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Quefiffoii. But ho was the man in tlie jail. Did they take np anybody else in town? 

Answer. Xo, sir; I heard of Jiobody else bein<i arrested. 

QficstioH. Do yon kivow who were aeting as the iwlice in town? 

Ansirev. Yes, sir. 

QiicsiioH. Whof 

Answer. James Fant. 

(,^»es/<OH. Was he arrested ? ^ 
Answer. No, sir. 

Qncf^tion. Are yon aware that there had been a volunteer police of the citizens 
wholly voluntary, to act as a police here at that time ? 

Answer. 1 was'aware that there was a guard out for the jail. 

Qnvsiion. Were any of them arrested that night except the sheriff. 

Answer. I don't think there was, from what I learned. There was not a guard there 
at the jail that night. 

Queslion. How many that you have named as at the tavern were members of that 
guard? 

Answer. I don't know who were the police or guard. 

(Question. Did anybody ])ropose to arouse the citizens of the town ? 

Answer. I don't know ; I staid here all night. 

Qutstion, When you told Squire Bolt it was the negroes who were coming, he told 
yon to ring the bell and arouse the citizens? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; to protect the jail. We were acting under the civil authority when 
he undertook to do that. 

Question. To do what? 

Answer. To do something for civilization; to keep a certain party from 

Question. AVhen Squire Bolt came np to the hotel to learn, and learned it was the 
Ku-Klux, did he j>ropose then to arouse the citizens ? 

Answer. Ko, sir ; it was unnecessary : why should he, after they had . taken a thing 
and then gone and i)robably destroyed them before they could get there, and then left? 

Question. Who appointed you jailer? 

Answer. Sheriff Philip Dunn. 

Question. When was he sworn into office ? 

Answer. I don't know when he was put in there ; I don't remember now ; I think it 
was on Tuesday. I could find out by going and looking. 

Question. How long before the second raid on the jail did the sheriff take bis office? 

Answer. Well, sir, I think he had taken the jail somewhere about the 10th. 

Question. The first raid was on the 4th of January, was it not ? 

Answci\ Y>s, sir ; between the 3d and 5th, I said. 

Question. What time were you appointed keeper of the jail? 

Answer. I took possession on the 15th of January ; I moved my family down on tho 
14th and took possession on the 15th. 

Question. So that it was between the 4th and 15th that the new sheriff went into 
office ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Question. Had you been appointed jailer before ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir — no, sir ; not appointed. I was attending to the prisoners there for 
:Mr. Rice Rogers before he went out ; seeing that they wert) fed. 

Question. But before .this first raid on the jail had you been appointed jailer ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. You did not know yon were to get it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And between the 4th and 15th you were appointed ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. * 
I Question. Were yon here at the second raid? 
Answer. Y'es, sir. 
Quccsion. Jni3t tell ns about that. 

Answter. That was on the 12th of February, on the night of the 12th. There came 
there a body of men. They bursted the door open and got into the room before I could 
get up, at least they got into Mr. Hill's room, the deputy sheriff. They demanded tho 
keys from Mr. Hill. He then told them, " Gentlemen, the responsibility is on my hands 
to take care of these prisoners, and you cannot get the keys." They said, "We will 
have the keys or your life." He talked to them a good deal, and tried to persuade 
them not to break into the jail ; that he was a deputy sheriff and would be responsible 
for the prisoners. They said they would take the responsibility themselves. They 
then again demanded the keys. He said he hadn't got them. They said, Where are 
they ?" He says, " I threw them out of the window." They then took him out and 
said, "' Show ns where the keys are." They went oui and came back again, and com- 
menced abusing and cursing Mr. Hill pretty rapidly. I then, at that time, had made a 
light in my room, and was talking to ray wife, not to be alarmed ; that I didn't sup- 
pose they would hurt us. They came to me and asked me if I was the sheriff. I told 
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them I was not. Tbey asked me what I was doing. I told them I "was jailer. They 
said, " Mr. Jailer, wc demand the keys." 1 said, I haven't -got the keys, and don't 
know .where they are." They said, "We demand the keys, or we will take yonr lives 
right now." I told them I didn't have the keys, and I thought it wonld l)e best lor 
them to go back and not interrupt the prisoners or jail. Thej said they Avere going to 
have the prisoners and we might as well give the keys up. Six of them drew their re- 
peaters npon me, cocked at my breast. My wife says, " Don't shoot njy husband, for 
God's sake." After they found out that they had her excited, two of tluan went to 
her and eocked their pistols at her breast, and said, Madam, we demand your keys, 
CT we will kill every one of yon," and she pointed to the keys. They went up stairs 
and orders came down stairs — they had their men x^osted, one at the entranct*, and one 
at the steps, and another around at my room that came out irom the street — orders 
came down the steps to No. 36, as well as I recollect, "Tie those two white men." 
They then called for a rope, and tied me and Mr. Hill there in the room, with our hands 
behind ns, my right to Mr. Hill's left, and carried us to these rock posts iu front of the 
jail, and tied us to the posts and kept ns there about half an hour. It was drizzling 
rain, and verj^ muddy and very dark that night. It had been a wet spell. After they 
fetched down the negroes they carried me and Mr. Hill off to the negroes and said, 

You black rascals, yon, we will introduce your God damned nigger-])r()tectors to you ; 
and, you damned radical sons-of-bitehes, get in front," They ma<le ns march in front 
of the negroes to Phillip Dunn's, There they turned ns loose and told ns to go back 
as soon as possible. All the time I was begging them to let me walk on the pavement. 
They said "No, we'll show you no quarter ; we'll make mince meat of the last one of 
you, yon God damned nigger-protectors; you can't live in this country any longer." I 
told them I had behaved myself, and acted honorable here, trying to do what was 
right, and always voted the democratic ticket. They'said it didn't matter; they could 
prove I voted a'radical ticket. I said I hadn't. 

Question. Had you voted the democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I had always voted the democratic ticket. 

Question. They accused you of not having done so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I then hallooed to Mr. (Graham, and asked him if they wonld let 
mo stop at the Central Hotel, Mr Steen's. Mr. Graham was working for him. I said, 
" Just wait here and I will i^rove my character." They said nobody could come in tin* 
ranks, that nobody could come in, just for me to hush up and go on. They marciied 
us up to Mr. Dunn's ; and after they sent us back one of themi)ut a paper in my pocket 
and told me to carry it back and have it published. I fetched it back and gave it to 
the clerk. 

Question. What was it ? 

Answet\ I didn't memorize it at all. 

Question. Can you tell the substance of it ? 

Answer. I have the paper at home. 

By Isii. Van Trcmp : 
Question. The newspaper or the original paper ? 
Ansiver. The newspaper. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Was that this notice to the office-holders to resign ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was a notice to the public. They gave me a paper and I stuck it 
in my pocket. I suppose Philip Dunn took it to Columbia the next day 
Question. Is this the i)aper I 
Answer. Yes. [Reads:] 

^'TO THE PUBLIC. 

K. K. K. 

*'taivex by habeas corpus. 

" In silence and secrecy thought has been working, and the benignant efficacies of 
concealment speak for themselves. Once again have we been forced by force to use 
Force. Justice was lame, and she had to lean npon ns. Information being obtained 
that a 'doubting Thomas,' the inferior of nothing, the superior of nothing, and of con- 
sequence the equal of nothing, who has neither eyes to see the scars of oppression, nor 
ears to hear the cause of humanity, even though he wears the judicial silk, had 
ordered some guilty prisoners from Union to the City of Columbia, and of Injustice and 
Prejudice, for an unfair trial of life; thus clutehinj^ at the wheel-spokes of Destiny — 
then this thing was created and projected; otherwise it would never have been. AVe 
yield to the inevitable and inexorable, and account this -the best. 'Let not thy right 
hand know what thy left hand doeth,^ is our motto. 

" We want peace, but this cannot be till Justice returns. We want and will have 
Justice, but this cannot be till the bleeding light of freedom is fought. Until then the 
Molock of Iniquity will have his victims, even if the Michael of Justice must liave his 
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Question, Wlio put that in yonr pocket 7 
2nsic(r. I don't reineiiiber who it was. 
(JnerSiion. Wjis the man a leader? 
Ansircr. lie beloufred to that party. 
(JiWHtion. Did he jrive command ? 

Ansurr. No, sir ; he didn't give any command ; he jnst went by orders. 
Qiicslion. Was there a man who did give command i 
Asisiccr. Yes, sir. 

Qmstion. Was it that man who put this in your pocket ? 
Ayim'cr. Xo, sir. 

QhcsHoh, Go on with your narration. 

Answer, That is about all I know about this. 

(jHistion. Were the negroes shot while you were there? 

Answer. No, sir ; I bad got back here before I heard the reports of the guns. 
Question. They released you before they shot the negroes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they carried them, I reckon, three-quarters of a mile beyond ^Ir. 
Dunn's. 

QueMion. Did they release the deputy sheriff with you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we both came back with our hands tied behind us. Mr. JaoCri 
Greer untied us. 

Question. IIow many men were there ? 

Answer. There must have been between three and five and six hundred. 

Question. Did they send the whole squad here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. On horseback ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they armed ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Question. How far were they vscattered through the town ? 

Answer. Well, sir, they were on this street running around the court-liouso here, as 
this i)arty marched — the streets leading to the jail from the Methodist church, and 
from the Methodist church to Shedd's shop ; tliat is the square. The column then took 
the negroes out, marching straight east and turned the corner at ^Ir. Gulp's, and went 
to Mr. Shedd's shop and halted there until this other column pasvsed ahead, and then 
threw us and the negroes about the center.* I suppose there must have been between 
tis e and six hundred men here that night. I have seen a great deal of cavalry and I 
had a sort of idea how many it would take to form that. 

Question. How many negroes vvere in the jail altogether ? 

Answer. Eighteen. 

Question. How many were taken out ? 
Answer. Ten. 

Question. Were you in there when thej^ determined whom they would take out? 
Aiiswer. No, sir; they told me, You needn't prepare any rations for your i^risouers 
in the morning ; there'll be no one in there to cook for." 
Question. Not any ? 

Answer. No, sir; that they would take them all out. 
Question. Did they declare that intention when they came f 

Answer. I don't know \yhsLt they said after they took Mr. Hill and me out of the jail. 
Question. Was there anything to prevent them from taking all out ? 
Answer. I don't know; they didn't tell me. They had some negroes iip stairs tied, 
and untied them again. 

Question. Some of those who were left ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say that when they started you off they said they would show you 
what it was to be negro-protectors? 
Answei'. They marched us up and introduced us to these negroes as negro-protectors. 
Question. Were there any white men in the jail ? 
Ansive)'. No, sir. 

Question. Did you know any of the men ? 
Answer. These Ku-Klux ? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. No, sir; and tho mothers that suckled them cQiiM not have known them. 
Question. How were they disguised ? 

Answer. With a mass of white, red, and black on the face. I think probably it was 
ribbon fitted over the face, and head and hair covered, and large horns on. Some 
horns were red and some black, and some of the tassels were black. 

Question. Had they gowns on their persons? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they all dressed in the same manner ? 
Answer. No, sir; they had dilTcrent colors. 
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Question. Were they made in the same form f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How were they armed ? 
Answer. With pistols and eighteen-shooters. 
Question. Winchester rilies f 
Aimver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of them were armed in tliat way"? 

Anstver. I reckon that most of them that come in the jail were armed in that way 
Question. Did you see others armed in tiiat way ? 

Answer. I eouldn^t tell ; it w^as dark on the street. I couldn't tell when a man was 
riding the street. 

Question. What time of night did they first go to the jail ? 
Answer. Between 12 and 1 o'clock. 

Question. Do you know from which direction they came to town ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When you got back from the place where they released you, was the town 
alarmed and the citizens up ? 

Answer. No, sir; there were not many citizens up. 
Question. How many were up ; did you meet any ? 
Answer. Ye^, sir; I met some over at Steen's hotel. 
Question. Were they up ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. When I came back I had walked i)retty fast, and I happened, in 
coming across the street to the hotel from the store, to whew-ew, in that way, and 
some negroes broke and run right through the hotel ; and this little clerk, Johnny 
Thomas, and Jason Greer, and Ed. Gregory were the only persons I saw u-p. 

Question. Where does. Gregory live ? 

Ansicer.'TLe has a bar right down below here. 

(^lestion. Was there no intimation beforehand that these men were coming to the 
jail ? 

Answer. No, sir; I had no more idea of looking for any one to break the jail oi)en 
than I have now. 

Question. Was there any information of it here in town that you know of? 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't hear of it. 

Question. Is that all you know about the matter ? 

Anstver. That is all I know at present. 

Q,7iestion. What did they charge against Mr. Hill. Y"ou say he told them he had 
throw^n the keys out of the window ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Was that correct I 
Anmiver. No, sir. 

Question. That was in order to get clear of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Wliat did they charge against him when they put him in front of the 
negroes and made him walk u]) ? 

Answer. For the same oftense, I reckon; because he would not give the keys up. I 
don't know what their object was. 

Question. You said something was said about your both being charged with being 
radicals ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he a radical ? 

Answer. Mr. Hill? No, sir; I reckon he voted the democratic tick^it every time. 

Question. Had you done anything else than trying to discharge your duty in keeping 
the prisoners from the mob ? 

Answer. No, sir. I did not do anything except to try to keep them from going into 
the jail. I begged them to not go in. They said it was no use talking; that they 
would. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
Question. On whose recommendation were you appointed jailer ? 
Aymver. Mr. Benjamin Rice and Philip Dunn. Mr. Benjamin Rice, at that time, had 
been sworn in as deputy sheriff to take the office and attend to it. 
Question. Who was Mr. Rice ? 

Answer. I don't think he is 

Question. Ho is a democrat, is ho ? 

Ansiver. I think so. 

Question. Don't you know ? 

Answer. I don't know a man's principles. 

Question. How does he vote ? 

Answer. I don't know how he voted; I didn't see him. 
Question. IloVf' is he considered ? 
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Jnsirer. Ho made speeches for the deinocratic party. 

Question. Did he know ^vhat you had done on the night of the first raid here ? 
Auiiircr. 2s o, sir. 

(Jurstiou. He had no knowknlge of that ? 
Ausircr. No, sir. 

(Juciation. Was it not generally known that you came into town that night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questhu. To defend the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you not suppose ho know that ? 

Answer. I don't know whether ho does or not, for he lives about six miles from here, 
and does not come to town very often. 

Question. How did they happen to pick on you to he a jailer ? 

Answer. I don't know ; I reckon they thought I would do my duty. 

Question. Was it not because you had been zealous and active coming into town that 
night? 

Answer. To defend the jail ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. 0, no ; I had been jailer here once for Mr. B'^b Macbeth. 
Question, AVhen ? 
An8we7\ In lc^65-'66. 

Question. Were there many citizens on the street that night as the Ku-Klux walked 
through ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; my old cook down here didn't know the Ku-Klux were there. 
Question. Were any lights burning ? 

Answer. No, sir; only at the hotel, as I came back. There was no light when the 
Ku-Klux were in. 

Question. Did you see any citizens after you came back ? 

Answer. Only those gentlemen I have just mentioned — Mr. Jason Greer and Mr. 
Gregory. 

Question. Who belongs to the order here ? v 
Ajiswer. Order of what f 
Question. Ku-Klux. 

Answer. I don't know no more who belongs to the Ku-Klux than you do ; not as much. 
Question. You are sure you do not belong to it yourself? 

Answer. I am very certain I don't belong to it. I don't know anything about the 
Ku-Klux whatever. 

Question. Were you in the rebel army ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I fought four years to a day. 
Question. In what branch of the service ? 

Answer. Infantry. I was color-bearer for three years, and have been in twenty-seven 
hard battles, and can show the scars on my body w^hcre I have been shot. I have ono 
pretty good one right here in the neck. 

By the Chairm4N : 
Question. Had you any arms in the jail at all when the Ku-Klux came ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What arms ? 
Answer. These militia guns. 
Question. How many ? 

Answer. I thiul^ there were probably forty-five or six — somewhere along there. 
Question. Did you say the Ku-Klux got in before the dejjuty sheriff knew anything 
about their coming ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I reckon he was asleep. They wakened me bursting open the 
door. 

Question. How did they get in at the outside door? 
Answer. They went and pushed it open in some way. 
Question. Do you know that ? 

.inswer. I know that is the way they got in, because the latch was bursted off. 
Question. Did they make noise enough at that to awaken you, or were you not awak- 
ened until they came in I 
Answer. They awakened me in bursting open the door. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. What do they mean by alluding to Thomas " in that notice left in your 
IxKrket 1 

Answer. I don't know, without he is just a radical judge. 
Question. That is the name of the judge, is it ! 
Amrwer. Yes, sir. 
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Quesfion. ILul not the jntlge sent an order down here for the transfer of these pris 
ocers ? 
Ansii'cr. Yes, sir. 

Qnesi'mu Did yon have that order? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiioi}. Wliohadit? 

jinstcer, Mr. Dnnn. 

Quesiion. IIow do you know ? 

Answer. ^Wcll, sir, he asked ine to prepare myself to go with him Monday morning 
to take the prisoners. 

Quesiion. AYhen did he ask yon that ? 
Answer. Friday morning. 

Question. Why did not you go Friday morning ? 
Answer. He eonld not get ready. 

Quesiion. He told yon Friday morning to prepare yourself to take them I\Ionday ? 
Answo'. Yes, sir ; he told me not to say anything about it at all, and I never men- 
tioned it to any one, not even to my wife. 

Question. Did the deputy sheriff know of that ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir, whether he knew of it or not. 



Unionville, South Carolina, Juty 18, 1871. 
JOHN L. Y'OUNG sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Quesiion. Do yon reside in this place ? 
Ansiver. I do. 

Question. How long have you lived here ? 
Answei\ Since 1837. 

Question. Are yon a native of the State ? 
Answer. I am. 

Question. What is your occupation at present ? 
Answer. I have no occupation at present, sir. 

Quesiion. Were yon lately the clerk of the county commissioners ? * 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Under what circumstances did you resign that position ? 

Answer. Well, sir, I resigned that i)osition under an order^said to he from the Ku- 
Klux, which was i>osted on the board out at the door of the court-house. 

Question. Give us your own best information on the subject, of the manner in which 
such notices are served in this county, and the effect they have njion those whom they 
are intended to operate upon. 

Answer. It was my usual custom to come up to my office, down on the corner here, 
under this building — the office of the commissioners of the county, in the left-hand 
corner of the court-house, as you enter the door. As was usual with me, I bad come up 
before breakfast to sweep out my office and arrange my matters and things there for 
the business of the county, and was engaged in writing up the business of the pre- 
vious meeting, I had gone down to my breakfast, and on my return had gone into the 
office and was attending to my duties, when the clerk of tlie court came to me and 
asked me if I had seen the notice stuck on the board. I told him, no, I had not. He 
said, "You had better go out and see it." I stepped out of the office with the clerk of 
the court, and looked on the board and saw this notice stuck upon the h^gal-notiee 
board, which you will see on tho right-hand side of the door, as you enter the lower 
story. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Is that a copy of the order you mention ? [Submitting the Weekly Union 
Times of March 17, 1871.] 

Answer. Well, sir, I kept a coi)y of the order myself. You can take that, and I will 
read it to you as I have it ; printers sometimes make mistakes. I don't thiulv I made 
a mistlike in this : 

"K. K. K. 

Headquarters, Ninth Division, S. C, 

" Special Orders No. 3, K. K. K. 

" ' Ignorance is the eurse of God.' For this reason we are determined that the 
members of tho legislature, the school commissioner, and the county commissioners of 
Union shall no longer officiate. Fifteen (15) days' notice from this date ia therefore 
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ffiren, nnd if they, one and all, do not at once and forever resign their present inhuman, 
dis<rraceful, and' outrageous rule, then retributive justice Svill as surely be used as 
niij;ht lollows day. 

Also, ' An honest man is the noblest work of God.' For this reason, if the clerk of 
the said board of county conuuissioner.s and school commissioner does not immcdialeh/ 
renounce aiid relinquisli bis i)resent i^osition, then harsher measures than these will 
most assuredly and certahiltj be used. 

For eonlirmatiou, reference to the orders heretofore published in the Union AVeekly 
Times and Yorkyille Enqnirer ^vill more fully and completely show our intention. , 
" i>V order of <i:rand chief. , 

''A. O., Grand Seci-efary 

Makcii 9, A. D. 1871.'^ 
That is what was posted. It was written in a very legible handwriting. 

By the CnAiRMAN : 
Question, That any one might see who would run past ? 
Answer. Well, sir,'l didn't see it when I weiit in lirst. 

Question. Were sneh orders considered as certain forerunners of violence in this 
county to those who neglected such admonitions 1 
Answer. Well, sir, I so considered them myself. 
Question. What was the public feeling in reference to them ? 

Answer. Some time preyious to that there had been a party here that was known as 
the Ku-Klux, who had taken some prisoners out of the jail aud taken them up the road 
and shot them. I was not in town at the time the occurrence took place, but the 
general impression it made in the community, I suppose, and on myself, caused me, at 
least, to obey any mandates they might issue. I did not feel any hesitation at all in 
retiring from the position. 

Question. Was the feeling existing here, with n Terence lo the existence and operation 
of that order, such as virtually to j^ut the community under their control, to govern by 
any sort of order they saw proper to issue ? 

Answer. I should say so. That was my feelinj^. 

Question. What had'been your own party relations prior to that time ? 
^?is<m-. I don't know that I felt tliat I 'belonged to any party. 1 have never been 
a partisan or ])olitician in this county, to my knowledge. 

Question. Was your course here such as to excite any partisan opposition to you? 
Answer. I was not aware of any partisan opposition to myself. 

Question. Who were the county commissioners referred to there ? What were their 
names ? 

Answer. John Tinsley, Simpson Giles, and iSIr. White. Mr. White was the white man 
of the board. I don't recollect Mr. White's given name. 

Question, lie was a wliite man, and the other two were colored men ? 
Answa\ Yes, sir. 

Question. AVere you also clerk of the school commissioner? 

Answo'. No. sir ; I was not. 

Question. You didn't hold both offices? 

Answer. No, sir ; there seemed to be some mistake there. That's where the whole 
matter got mixed up in some way. I am not the clerk of the school commissioner at 
all. That was what astonished me, that they should say I was clerk of the school 
commissioner. 

Question. Who was the school commissioner ? 

Answer. Berry Cannon, a colored man, residing about fourteen miles below, in this 
county, on Mr. Hill's plantation, on what is known as Hill's platform. 

Question. Of the otificers named in the notice, how many did resign ? 

Answer. Tinsley and White resigned on the Saturday after the order. The order was 
dated, I think, on Thursday morning. That was when the notice was called to my 
attention. When you call dates you bother me a little, because I have been accustomed 
all my life to keep books, aud rely on books rather than memory for them. 

Question. Yon say they resigned soon afterward ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir; they resigned at the called meeting, Avhich was to take jdace on 
the Saturday after this order was published. As well as I can, remember, the order wa 
published on Thursday morning. My attention was called to the order on Thursday 
morning, and on the Saturday afterward was the called meeting for the board of 
county commissioners. 

Question. Aud on that day they resigned ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

4)«f6f io?i. Has Mr. Giles? 

Ansica'. No, sir. 

Qucstiou, Where is he ? 
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Ansiver. He has left the county. I cannot speak of him. I have no knowledge 
where he is. 

Qiiesiion, Do j'ou know for what reason he left ? 
Answer, I suppose it is on account of that order. 
Question. Are you satisfied of that 'I 

Answer. That is what he said — that he was afraid to stay. 

Question. Did the school commissioner resign? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you resigned? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who was the school commissioner's clerk? 
Answer. I don't know that he had a cUn-k. 
Question. Did the members of the legislature resign ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long had you been the clerk of these three commissioners ? 

Answer. I had been their clerk from some time in January, I think. They didn't 
meet the old board and organize themselves as a board until some two or three 
months after the time they should have done so. I know we had considerable 
difficulty in getting the new board t-o organize, and it is my recollection that they 
didn't organize until- the January succcediug the election, w^hich was held in October — 
about the middle of October. 

Question. These men were elected in October, 1870 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And took their offices in January ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; that is my recollection. 
Question. When was this notice put up ? 
Answer. March l)th, afterwards. 

Question. Something had been said about these men being ignorant and not qualified 
for their places as commissioners. We wish to kiiow exactly Avhat the state of facts 
was, and whether they were, according to your observation, men who wished to do 
fight, or werehonest in their official capacity? 

Answer. I think they were honest in their desire to do what was right, if they knew 
how : but they were very iguorant.' 

Question. Was it through a dc^sire to do right, and to have theJ3Usiness of the office 
properly conducted, that they retained you in your position, knowing you had been 
the former clerk ? 

Answer. I can't say as to that. 

Question. Did they so express it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
^ Question. Did they retain you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; my own judgment is that they did not want me. 

Question. You mean the commissioners ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had they the power to dismiss you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. But did not? 

Answer, I think it was probably the fact that they did not understand the business, 
or the knowledge that they did not understand the business, which caused them to 
retain me. I think if they had understood the business and duties imposed on the 
county commissioners, probably they might have selected another man. 

Question, Was it their desire then to have your assistance ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, They retained you in \)\ace ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think on account of their ignorance they wanted me there to 
assist them in their places, knovviug T w^as familiar with it and could carry it on. 

Question. Up to the time you resigned, in compliance with this order, was there any- 
thing in their official conduct to indicate corruption ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; nothing at all. 

Question. With your assistance, would there have been any difficulty in the i)roper 
management of the affairs of the county ? 

Answer. As I befon^. stated, they were quite ignorant, and I found it very difficult to 
manage the alfairs of the county. They seemed to rely almost exclusively upcm me, 
and kept me in tJie office alnjost constantly. There were a great many bridges in the 
county that really needed rebuilding and repairing, and they were as ignorant about 
such things as men could be. 

Question. Did they lay taxes for the purpose ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they complained of as exorbitant ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the taxes were the same as they had been in the previous years. I 
fixed the tax myself. I hxcd the three-mill tax. The tax has been three mills here in 
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the county since the new law. I think they were disposed to do jnst about what was 
ri<;ht, if tiiey knew what it was, but here was the ditliculty. Let ine explain ])iecise]y 
tlie difiicalty. Tliero were three county counuissioners elected for Union County, form- 
ing tlie board. Well, the law required the county to be divided into three divisons. I 
took up the law when I was first ai>i)ointed clerk of the board, an<l studied the law as 
well as my business capacities would allow me to study it, ancl 1 saw that the law con- 
temidated*^ that the county should be divided into three divisions, and each one of the 
board should have one of the divisions under his charge ; in other words, it did not 
seem to be contemplated by the law that the whole board should superintend all the 
rojuls and all the bridges in the connty. But they divided the county iu*o three sec- 
tions or divisions, and gave to each one of the board a division, or section, that he might 
attend to the roads antl bridges of his particular section. For the old board I did that. 
]SIr. Thomas was elected in the lower part, Mr. Patrick in the northern part, Mr. Mc- 
Kissick in the middle. I had been appointed county surveyor, and, of course, I knew 
all the county and th(; roads. I divided the county for them. That was the old board. 
"W hen the new board was elected they asked me to make a division for them. Simpson 
Giles lived at Scaife's Ferry, nine miles east of this i^oint, Mr. White was living on 
what was called P<^a Ridge, eight miles abo\^o this point ; that is "on the Si)artanburgh 
and I^nioii Kailroad. It is about eight miles above here. John Tinslay lived in town; 
I divided tln' county into three sections for them. I made ditferent divisions for the 
new board from those 1 had for the old board. 

Question. Well, sir, we do not care about the details, but the final result ? 

Aiisurr. Then I had better, probably, answer the questions. 

(Jucsiiou. You started out to give a reason, showing their incapacity. Will you get at 
the result without detail ? 

Aimvcr. I gave 1 hem an equal quantity of bridges and roads as near as I could. 
Giles had the southern and western ones. Cook's bridge was throvv n into his division, 
and I had received a notice that 

Qiu'Stion. Is the final result that they were incompetent to attend to their duties ? 

Juswcr. I so regarded Giles. I could show you some of his memorandum dowii in 
the office that you would regard so yourself. 

QuL^iion. How as to the other two ? 

An>iW(T. They had not advanced far enough in their divisions for me to ascertain 
what would have been their capacities if they had undertaken to carry them out. 
Qntsiio)!. You considered them incompetent officers if left to themselves? 
Jusivev, Yes, sir. 

Question. That being the case, to what extent have other outrages of these Ku-Klux, 
as you call them, prevailed in this county? 
Jnsiccr. You mean what has been killed and wounded? 
Qucsiion. Yes. 

Answer. I can't state anything except from my own knowledge. I suppose hearsay 
is not evidence. 

Qiiesiion. Yes, sir, if you have it in such a form as to give us what is sufficiently au- 
thenticated for you to believe it. 

By Mr. Van Tp.uz^ip : 

Question. Xot mere individual hearsay, but cumulative reports, such as you would 
have confulence in yourself as evidence of the truth. 
Answer. I will go on and state, and you can then ask me questions. 

By the Cii airman : 

QucHtion. AVe don't care about taking up so much time in detailing them as would bo 
required to give the cases and what fortiticd them in your belief. Give us such infor- 
mation as you thiiik entitled to your belief. 

Answer. I can only speak, from my own individual knowledge, of seven deaths. 

Quesiion. Give the names of them. 

Answer. I don't l)elieve I can. 

Question. Describe them as well as you can. 

Avswn\ There was eight that were taken out of the jail and murdered up at the Old 
Field, about a mile and a quarter above town. I saw seven out of the (ught that were 
killecl on that occasion. I was informed that eight were killed. I have no doubt that 
they were killed ; but seven were brought back and put in the court-house. 

Question. We have had sufficient information as to these ; conlino yourself to cases 
outside of these. 

Answer. I don't know of any others except from hearsay. 

Question. Was it such as to satisfy you that they had been killed? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Give the names of those you are satisfied of. 

Answer. There were two killed on the first raid. I was absent from tho county at 
the first raid. • 

Question. You need not detail anything connected with the jail. We have had that 
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from other witnessos; hut, outside of those tal^en from the Jail, give us the names of 
those you are satisfied were killed in this eonuty. 

Answer. All that I could tell you. outside of the teu killed from thc^ jail, was what I 
nuderstood from the oHieer iu commaud of Ihe post at that time. That was of a eol- 
ored uian up here about three miles, lie informed me, he was killed, and Mr. Oweuii 
also, about seventeeu uiilcs above here, who, he informed me was killed. Thtii was 
fnmi the offieer of the post in command of this ])Iace at the time. That is all 1 can say 
of njy own knowledge. I believe they were killed, because he told me so. 

Qiicsiion. Have you any other information from various i>arts of the county ? 

Answer. I hare heard various rumors on the street ; that it was reported that such 
a man w^as missing from such part of the county and pvobably killed. 

Question. Were there any cases in which you were satislied that the men were killed ? 
If so, state them. 

Answer. I could only put down abou t ten, from my own knowledge and information 
such as I would consider reliable. 

By llx. Yan Trump : 
Qnesiion. In that you include the ton in the jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Have you knowledge or information that will enable you to say ^vhether 
any persons have been whipped in the county ? 
Answer. No, sir. ilr. Goings told me that he was whipped. I can state that. 
Question. AVe liavo had him before us. 

Answer, Mr. Goings told me that himself. You do not wish mc to speak of any case 
less authentic than that. 

Question. Have you ever seen any one else that was whipped ? 

Answer. No, sir; only Mr. Goings that I know of my own knowledge. If they had 
heen whipped, they (ttdn't indicate it to me, and I have no knowledge of the fact. 

Question. Have these whipijings in the county been a matter of common conversa- 
tion ? 

Answer. I have frequently heard it on the street, although I have not mixed a great 
deal with the population. 

Question. You have not investij^ated it ? 

Answer. My business has occupied my mind, and I have given very little attention to 
the talk on the street. 

Question. Would you have felt safe in retaining your office as clerk to the county 
commissioners after that notice ? 

Answer. I didn't know, sir, what might be the result. I disliked very much to place 
myself in a position w^here I might have a difnculty with my neighb(u\s or with any 
party. The office is not a very pleasant one to me ; I was not very well i)leased with 
it, and I thought it was a very good time, a very good excuse, to drav,- out. 

Question. Did you believe you would have any difficulty with your neighbors by 
remaining ? 

Ansicer. The order seemed to indicate as much, and I felt that I might have ; and 
rather than have that, I determined to resign. 

Question. I w^hat manner had your neighbors, in the first place, indicated to you that 
you w^ould have difficulty in remaining ? 

Answer. None in the world. 

Question. Had anybody said so ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Who do you mean by the other party ? 

Answer. I don't know who the Kn-Klux party are. I have the notice here — this order 
I read to you. I have no more knowledge of who they are than you have. I don't 
know whether they lived in our community or outside of our community; and, whoever 
they may me, I didn't desire, just for the pay of the office, to have any trouble or diffi- 
culty with them, because I didn't know what the trouble might be. I knew what I 
might do in the event that they undertook violence to me personally ; and I have a 
family, and have been embarrassed by the result of the war, and puttiu»^ all considera- 
tions together, I considered it the most prudent policy for me to retire from the office 
rather than to have any trouble. 

Question. So far, then, as the holding of ofSce in this county is concerned, is it virtu- 
ally under the control of this Ku-Klux organization, whatever that may bo? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, that would be a very .hard question to answer. 

Question. Is that your belief? 

Answer. It is my belief that a man ,vould not hold an office in the county if the Ku- 
Klux would give an ordor for him to resign. I think he would be foolish to do it. 
Questioii. You state that yon have not r<ken any active part in politics ? 
Anincer. NO; sii'. 
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Question. MVheii you did vote, vrhat ticket did you vote? 

Answer. I don't know that I have voted a ticket, before this last election, scarcely in 
my liic-time. At the last election I voted the leform ticket. I am not a politician by 
l)rolVs,sion, and care very little about either party as a party. I am willin<^ to give niy 
support to that <;overnuient which will afford the greatest protection to ruy life and 
l)roperty. That is my policy. 

By Ui'. Stevenson : 

Question. Did you see the notice of the Ku-Klux left in the pocket of the jailer at the 
last raid on the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I saw that notice. That was left with the jailer; the original 
notice. 

Question. Did you examine the handwriting of this one which related to yourself and 
others ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did tliey both appear to be in the same handwriting? 

Answer. I think ii was the same handwriting; that is my judgment. 

Question. I see that the editor of the democratic paper here, the Weekly Union 
Times, says, in noticing the manifesto rehiting to yourself, in the paper of March 17 : 

"Another Ku-Klux Manifesto. — The following order was discovered on Monday 
morning Inst, tightly glued upon the slierili's legal-advertisement board. Tliere can be 
no doubt from the handwriting that the same'hand that wrote the order given to the 
jailer on the night of the second raid wrote this also." 

Do you agree in that opinion? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Ave agree in that conclusion fully. 
Question. Did you recognise the handwriting? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Were the orders written in a natural or disguised hand? 
Answer. In a disguised hand. 
Question. IIow disguised ? 

A nswer. Vv'ell, sir, it was more printed than written. 
Question. You mean written in the form of printed letters? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You did not mean that it was printed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; but in the form of printed letters, but written, the hand being evi- 
dently disguised. 

Answer. It was in characters A'cry much like the print on dry goods boxes. If I was to 
say, I would say they had written it with a pencil-brush, only using the pen. It was 
that kind. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You mean stencil-brush ? 

Answ(n\ No, sir ; in a kind of back-hand, with a brush — not exactly print or writing, 
but something between the two. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. A sort of round letter ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; not German, English, nor Italian text, but taking \ip the pen with 
a kind of back-hand — written easily. M and N are made with two strokes, and with 
a great deal of ease. The writing was of a size and easily read. 

Question. Isee that in this paper, of March 17, the editor comments on the notice, 
so far as it relates to you, and says : " We think it due to fhe clerk of the board of 
county commissioners to state that it was through the persuasion of many influen- 
tial tax-payers that he consented to become clerk of the present board." Was that 
the fact ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Influential tax-payers of the democratic party ? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; I may say so because the county of Union is considered democratic. 

Question. And the heavy tax-payers are almost universally of that party, are they not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I might say it was from the democratic party I received numer- 
ous solicitations. I felt then that I was descending very much from my pedestal to 
come down and be a clerk for any board. My position here in the county, and my 
knowledge of business, caused me to have that kind of feeling, privately, that I was 
descending very much from my pedestal to become clerk of any board, and that, if they 
wanted my services, they ought to have elected me commissioner. 

Question. I see tbe editor says you are one of the oldest and most respectable citizens 
of tbe county. You are one of the oldest, are you not ? 

Answer. I have been here since 1837, and have not been tried for treason or anything 
else, and have paid my taxes. 

Question, In his note, which will be found in another column, ho explains his con- 
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nection with the school commissioner ; and we can add, that until he voluntarily took 
charge of the school-books, they were lying about uucared for, and a number' taken 
away without any one to take the account of them." 

Answer. And right there is where I became connected with the school commissioner. 

Question. You explain that in your note here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then following is a communication, purporting to be from yourself? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is correct. 

*' [For the Times.l 

" The clerk of the board of county commissioners takes this metliod of saying to the 
many tax-payers of Union County, who solicited and urged him to take the x)osition, 
that in obedience to Special Order No. 3, K. K. K., (to which his attention has been 
called,) he ' renounces and relinquishes his position.' 

"He is not the clerk of the school commissioner. What he has done in that office 
was intended to benefit all the parents, teachers, and children in Union County, for 
all children between six and sixteen years of age are entitled to their proportion of 
the school fund, and also the school-books, at New York cost price. To give the proper 
direction to this fund was his object ; but his motives having been misunderstood, ho 
cheerfully withdraws from this business.'^ 

That was my card. 

Question. Published by your authority ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and written by myself. 

Question. I see you say, " In obedience to Special Order No. 3, K. K. K., (to which his 
attention has been called,) he ^renounces and relinquishes his position 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. The words, " renounces and relinquishes his position," being in quotation 
marks, are they quoted from the Ku-Klux order? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They say, "For this reason, if the clerk of the said board of county com- 
missioners and school commissioner does not renounce and relinquish his present 
position/' &c. ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I say, in my card, I relinquish the office of clerk of the county 
commissioners, and that I am not elerk of the school commissioner, and that if my 
motives have been misunderstood, I cheerfully renounce the position. 

Question. What motive can you attribute to this Ku-Klux Klan in desiring to drive 
you out of the position ? 

Answer. I have been as much bothered as you could have been by it. I can't imagine 
what they could have against me, because they must have known, from what has been 
done in the last two years, that I could be trusted in the position in which I was placed. 

Question. Have you ever heard it suggested that you were required to reliuquish the 
position because with your assistance the board might be able to go on, but without 
your assistance, or that of some other such competent man, the board could not get on 
at all ? . 

Answer. Yes, sir, I have heard it su^jgested as the probable reason. 

Question. What do you think yourself ? 

Ansive7\ I think it was done probably to appease in some way my feelings. They all 
saw I was very much hurt. My friends offered me excuses why it might or might not 
be the case. 

Question. You mean your democratic friends ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Can you give any other rational explanation for driving you out ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. If they had been a perfectly competent board, and you had wished to serve 
in the capacity of clerk, have you the least idea that there would have been any objec- 
tion to it ? 

Answer. I can't see why there should be. 

Question. The editor says : " We, however, unequivocally oppose the system, now so 
common, of capable and respectable white men taking subordinate positions under 
ignorant negro officials." 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he has the same idea that has been suggested to me ; but the mere 
fact of being driven from a position which I considered I was filling for the benefit of 
the people of Union, I felt was rather harsh. I was doing what I could for them, but 
cheerfully withdrew because I considered I was only a tax-payer for a given amount, 
and if they could stand it I could. 

Question. Have they now any board? 

Ansicer. No board since the 11th of March. I wrote the resignations of the board, I 
think, on the 11th of March, two days after this order was published. 
Question. Have you seen any other of the orders issued by the Ku-Klux? 
Ansiver. I don't think there have been any other orders issued in this county that 



SOUTH CAROLINA SUB-COMMITTEE. 



1103 



have como within my knowledge. I don't remember to have ever seen hnt the two 
orders — the order which was nponthe court-honso deor and the order left in the pocket 
of the jailer, who vras taken prisoner hero in the jail and carried olf to Mr. Dnnn^s with 
the sherili; and turned loose %vith this order in his pocket. 

Question. AVhen did you find this order, which had been put up during the night on 
the shoritf's board? 

Ansiccr. On Thursday morning. 

Qncstiou. Had there been, so far as you know, or from any information you have, a 
band of Ku-Khix in this town the night before ? 
Aiistrer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you ever heard that any band had visited the town the night before ? 
Answer. I heard that there was some Ku-Klux in town the night my barn and stable 
were burned. 

Question. But I am speaking of the time this notice was put up ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I didn't hear of any band in town on that night. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. It would not take a band to put up a notice ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. I mean any person in disguise ? 

Answer, I had not heard of any Ku-Klux being in town until Monday night, the 9th 
of January. 

Question. Then they have been in town three times ? 

Answei'. I suppose so. 

Question. How many were here then ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge. From hearsay some Ku-Klux were seen in town that 
night that my stable was burned. 

Question. Did you ascertain how many ? 

Answer. No, sir; but I understood it was a party of Ku-Klux had rode down here 
about the jail somewhere and turned around and rode back, but I was not present 
and did not see them. 

Question. Where was your stable ? ' 

Answer. My stable is just in the rear, toward the southeast from the hotel where you 
are stopping. 

Question. In town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; on the adjoiuing square ; a street divides the hotel stables from 
mine. It was a wonder the Rotel stable was not burned while they were burning 
mine, for there was only forty-five feet between the two stables. 

Question. Do you know how your stable took fire ? 

Answ'cr. Well, sir, it was in a blaze when I saw it. I can guess very well how it took 
fire. 

Question. You have no knowledge how it took fire ? 
A7iswer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. What is your impression as to whether it was fired by white or black' 
men 1 

Answer. I have no impression on that subject. If I had an enemy in the county who 
would do rae such an injury, I had no knowledge of it, and have not to this day. I 
have thought about it from the time it was burned until the present hour, and if I 
know a man, woman, or child in Union County that would set &:e to my stable I can't 
fix upon them. 

Question. Might it not be that somebody wanted to burn the town, and thought yo^TC 
stable a good place to begin ? 
Answer, It was the best place in the world to begin. 

Question. Is it your impression that whoever fired that stable had an idea of burn- 
ing the town ? 
Ansicer. That is my impression. 



Union viLLE, South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
W. T. M. WILLIAMS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairm^vx : 
Question. Do you live in this place? 
Answer, I live six miles from town. 
Question. What is your oeoapation ? 
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Ansiver. I hold an ofBce here now — county auditor. 
Qucfsiion. Have you any other business ? 

Ansicer. I am running a small farm, six miles from this place. 
Question, How long have you resided in this couuty ? 
Answer. All my life, sir. 

Question. Will you proceed and tell us what your knowledge is of the extent to 
which the o|)eratious known as Ku-Klux operations have been carried in this county ? 

Ansiver. Well, sir, there has been such a thing carried on here, I suppose, but I do 
not know to what extent exactly. 

Question, Have you any personal knowledge of any of them ? 

Ansim: No, sir j not any. 

Question. W^hen were you appointed or elected to your ))resent place ? 
Answer. I was appointed at the last session of the legislature of South Carolina ? 
Question. Have you been interfered with, in any manner, in the discharge of your 
duties ? 

Answer. 1 have not been interfered with since I received my api)ointment. 
Question. Had you at any time before ? 

Answer. The Ku-Klux came to my house last Christmas night. 
Question. Go on and tell what occurred ? 

Ansiver. They came to my house and called for me, and for some Winchester rifles I 
had. I was not at home ; the rifles were not there. They went through my house 
searching for me and my guns, and through my barn and stables, searching for myself 
and the guns. I was not at home j I didn't stay about home. 

Question. Where were you ? 

Answer. I was lying out in the woods. 

Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. To keep the Ku-Klux from getting hold of me. 

Question. What cause had you to apprehend that they wanted to get hold of you ? 
Ansicer. They were after republicans pretty generally, and I thought my chance 
was xu"etty good for something of the sort, and for this reason I didn't stay at home. 
Question. Was that the only occasion in which they came to your place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; the only occasion I ever knew of. 

Question. How many of them were there, according to your information ? 
Ansice7\ I don't know about that myself. My wife said she sux>posed there were 
twenty-five or thirty. 

Question. When was that ? 
Answer. Last Christmas night. 

Question. Was that the only visit they ever paid to you ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that all the interference you have experienced from them ? 

Answer. Well, that is all the interference that way. I have been cursed and abused 
a great deal in different times, but that is just publicly, not by what is termed Ku- 
Klux — by men for my i^olitical course. 

Question. What is the feeling entertained in that part of the county in which you 
live, six miles from this place, as to tbe security of men who hold political positions 
here and are republicans ? 

Ansicer. Well, sir, at i^resent the thing seems to be pretty quiet, but heretofore men 
that pursued the course of republicans in this county were dealt with very roughly. 
As to tue opinion of the peoide, I could not say particularly now, as these things are 
quieted down considerably. 

Question. During the time before they had quieted down, was there any security felt 
by persons who held political positions there f 

Answer. I don't think there was much security felt by any person that belonged to 
the republican party. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any other occurrences of the kind in your 
neighborhood ? 

Answei\ I have no personal knowledge of them, sir. I have heard of a great many 
outrages, however, of men being whipx)ed in that county. 

Question. To what extent — how many were whipped, of which you were informed, in 
such a way as to satisfy you that they were actual occurrences ? 

Answer. I could not state with any accuracy as to that. 

Question. Had they been^few or numerous ? 

Answer. There have been a great many. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Do you mean in that neighborhood or the county ? 
Ansiver. In the county. Did you ask for my immediate neighborhood 1 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I ask as to your immediate neighborhood, and intend to follow with ques- 
'tions as to the whole county. 
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Answer. I thought you spoke of the county. 

Question. Go on and pve us your information of a reliable character. 

Answer. In my immediate neighborhood there has not been a man whipped that I 
can think of at' this time; not right in my immediate neighborhood. Jonesville is 
three miles of}'; that might be considered in my neighborhood, and there has been a 
man whii)ped there. 

Question. Who? 

Answer, lie is a colored man ; I believe h>; name is Clarke, if I am not mistaken ; he 
is a blacksmith, at Jonesville. 

Question. Who else in that neighborhood? 

Ansiver. I don't remember of any other one in my immediate neighborhood now. 
Question. What is your information as to the county ? 

Answer. Well, the work has been tolerably extensive in the county, from the informa- 
tion I have got. 

Question. How extensive? 

Answer. I can't say as to the number; I have no correct knowledge in the world 
about it. You can hear once in a while of a man being killed and of a man being 
whipped promiscuously all over the county. 

Question. Do you make no inquiry in such eases ? 

Answer. Xot particularly. 

Question. Why? 

Ansicer. For a while it was a pretty common thing, and I didn't pay much attention 
to it. 

Question. How numerous have been the cases, according to your information ? 
Answer. Well, sir, as I said to you before, I could uot come at that at all. 
Question. Have you sufficiently definite information to give any number, either ol 
persons killed or whipi^ed ? 
Ansiver. I have uot. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : * 
Question. You say, Mr. Williams, that you do not think there is any apprehension 

now in your neighborhood, because recently things have quieted down, and seem to bo 

more satisfactory. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. But at a time before this quieting commenced, there were at least two per- 
sons whipped in your neighborhood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; right in my immediate neighborhood. 
Question. Including Jonesville, three miles oS'? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that in your immediate neighborhood ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I consider it so. 

Question. You say you think a man named Clark was whipped, but you are not 
certain of the name ? 
Anmcer. I am not certain of the name. 

Question. Is it not very difficult to remember colored men by name? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In that way many cases would be confounded with each other? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You don't know his name was Clarke ? 

Anmer. Xo, sir : but that is my impression. 

Question. What is the name of the man at Jonesville? 

Question. That is the man— Clarke. I could mention other men in the county, but I 
am speaking of my neighborhood. 

Question. I lirst understood you that there was one you recollected in your immediate 
neighborhood, and you then went on to speak of Jonesville? * 

Question. That is the man I mean; he is the notirest to me that has been whipped 
that I can recollect now. 

Question. Was that at a time before this state of quiet commenced? 

Answer. It was only two or three weeks or a month ago. 

Question. That is right in this calm ? 

Answer. It was about that long ago. 

Question. The calm had commenced 1 

Answer. Before that time, I say, there had been a little quiet before this man was 
whipped at Jonesville. 

Question. Had anybody been whipped in that immediate neighborhood before Clarke? 
Answer. No, sir ; not in that immediate neighborhood. 

Question. What has so frightened the people that, as you say, there is no feeling ot 
security among the republicans in that immediate neighborhood of yours? 
Ansicer. From the way in which republicans were treated over the county. 
70 t 
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Question. Not from the way in Tvhicli they were treated in that immediate ueighbor- 
bood? 

An8U'C7\ No, sir ; tliis man Goings, who was before yonr committee to-day, lives live 
miles from me ; that is not in my neighborhood; I consider it another neighborhood. 

Question, Has any man been disturbed, outside of Kii-KIux, for expressing republican 
sentiments in your neighborhood or elsewhere? 

Answer, Not that I know of. 

Question. Then all the visitation, and all the disturbance or objection against repub- 
licans for their sentiments, have been contiued to the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have known of no other disturbance, only that kind. 
Question. Was the last election in your town a quiet one "? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q^uestion. Republicans and democrats both walked up aud voted without difficulty ? 
Ansu'cr. Tliere was no i^olliug x^lace in my township at the last election. 
Question. Where did you vote ? 
Answer. At this place. 

Question That is, the x^olling place was changed? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question That is a frequent thing of late years ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Especially where republicans have the majority in a county ? 

Ansicer, That polling place has been removed to this place the last two elections. 

Question. Do you know the reasons why ? 

Answer. Well, I believe the object was to have as few jiolling places as possible. 
Question. For what purpose? 
Answer. I could not tell you, sir. 

Question. That arrangement, or change of arrangement, for voting was made by the 
commissioners of elections who were rei)ublicans in this county, was it not ? 
Ansicer. ^es, sir. 

Question. You say a different system had prevailed and the change was to make as 
few polling places as possible ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not considered an advantage to make the precincts as many, and to 
cover as small a space as possible, in order to have them more convenient ? 
Answer. Yes, vsir. 

Question, But here in the county of Union the object seems to be to make them as 
few as possible ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir; that was the object in the last election, I believe. 



Unionville, S.OUTII Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
ISAAC C. HAWKINS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman ; 
Question. Do you live in this place ? 
Ansiver. In the village ? 
Question, Yes. 
An8wei\ No, sir. 
Question, Where doyoli live? 
Answer, Three miles from here. 
Question, How long have you lived there t 
Answer, All my life. 
Question. What is your age ? 
Ansiver. Twenty-eight years. 
Question. What is your occupation ? 

Anstver. Well, sir,"^ I have been riding for the sheriff ever since the war. I was crip- 
pled in the war and have been riding for the sheriff and acting as constable. 
Question. Are you deputy ? 

Ansiver, No, sir, not regularly. I have been riding off and on. 
Question. An occasional deputy ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 

Question, Were you here upon the night that the last raid was made upon the jail ? 
Answer. 1 was not. 

Question. Were you at Steen's tavern that night ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, I was not. 
Question. Were you there on the first night ? 
Answer. Where? 
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Question. At Steen's tavern. 
Ausii'cr. I was not ; I was in the place, though. 
Question. At what time in the night were you here ? 
Answir. All night. 

Question. Did you know anything of that occurrence, that raid ? 
Answer. Not until the uext morning, about an hour before day. 
Question. Did you meet Hughes, the keeper of the jail, upon either of those nights ? 
Ansicer. I did. First in tho morning after the 3d ; I met him on the morning of the 
4t^h. 

Question. You knew nothing of that occuiTence until next morning ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Where did you meet Hughes ? 
Answer. At Steeu's Hotel. 
Question. At what time ? 

Answer. About an hour before day, I suppose. That was in January. 
Question. Was that when you first learned of it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. An hour before day. Were you not there between 11 and 12 o'clock * 
Answer. I was not. 

Question. What business brought you out before day that morning ? 

Answer. Because I had been sittin^^ in the jail alone two nights before that, and had 
broken down, and had gone to a friend's house to get him to go to the jail to assist, 
and when I got there there was no one there. 

Question. You were an assistant at the jail at that time ? 

Answer. Not specially ; I volunteered my services. 

Question. You had been ? 

Answer. I had been. 

Question. You were in the jail the night before the raid occurred as an assistant ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were out on the night the raid did occur ? 
Answer. I v:ns. 

Question. Had you any knowledge that there was going to be a raid that night ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Are you a member of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. How? I am not. 

Question. What is the name by which that organization is known in this country ? 

Answer. You know as much about it as 1 do. 

Question. I am asking you the question. 

Answer. What is it known by ? 

Question. Yes. 

Answer. The Ku-Klux. 

Question. Has it any other name f 

Answer. Not as 1 know of. 

Question. Have you never heard any other name for it ? 
Answer. Never. 

Question. Have you ever taken an oath in any secret organization since the. wax ? 
Answer. [A pause.] I don't know to what you allude. 

Question. You can answer that question. Have you taken an oath in any secret 
organization since the war ? 
Answer. I have. 
Question. In what association ? 
Answer. In a Masonic. 
Question. In any other ? 
Answer. No. sir. 

Question. Is there an organization known as the Invisible Circle in this State I 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of it whatever? 
Answa: No, sir. 

^ Question. Have you ever been asked to become a member of any other secret organiza- 
tion since the war except the Masonic ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is there any organization, in this "place, of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Or of any society known by any other name whose object is the same ? 
Answer. I know of none. 

Question. For what reason did you go off, being at the jail on that night ? 
Answer. Because I was worn out with watching. 
Question. What watching had there been at the jail ? 

Ansicer, Because I had helped to arrest some people, and had been there ^londay and 
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Tuesday niglit, and people seemed to be sort o' backward in coming, and I said I 
couldn't stay there any longer, and I went to Mr. White's that niglit. 
Question, Had you been active in arresting men ? 

Ansicer. I had arrested some Monday. Tuesday night I said I ^vouldu't stay there 
longer. 

Question. Where did you sleep before? 

Answer. In a room in the jail. 

Question. WLy did not you sleep there that night ? 

Answer. Because I didn't care to sleep there. 

Question. For what reason ? 

Anstver. Several reasons. 

Question. What were they 1 

Ansicer. I don't know' that I am obliged to tell it. 
Question. We will ask you to tell. 

Answer. Well, sir, I will tell you my main reason. That will satisfy you, I hope. 
Question. We want them all. 

Ansive7'. My main reason was because I supposed the negroes were coming to take 
out the prisoners, and would kill me if they found me there. 
Question. Any other ? 
Ansiver. None particularly. 

Question. Your apprehension was that the negroes would come that night to take out 
the prisoners ? 
Ansivcr. Not that night i:>articularly, but any night. 
Question. What reason had you for believing that? 

Ansiver. Because Monday night a house was set a-fire, and the report was brought to 
us, when I was at the jail, that they were coming to take out the i)risoners. 
Question. Had not the negroes given up their arms before that night? 
Answer. They had not. 

Question. Do you state they had not given up their arms, or that their arms had not 
been taken from them ? 

A7iswer. They hadn't on Monday night. 
Question. This was on Thursday night ? 
Answer. No, sir, Wednesday night. 

Question. Before Wednesday night had not the negroes given uj) their 'arms ? 
Ansiver. Only as they had been taken from them. 
Question. Had none given them up ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Have you understood that the obligation of this order requires its members 
to deny their connection with it ? 
Answei\ I know nothing of it. 
Question. Have you never heard that ? 
A7i8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. You do not know anything about it f 
Answer. No, sir, I know nothing about the order. 

Question. Have you no idea who are members of that organization in this idace ? 

Ansiver. I have none. 

Question. Not the most remote ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you never, in any manner, known of meetings of persons connected 
with a secret organization in this place, whose object is similar to that of the Ku- 
Klux ? 

Answer. No, sir, I have not. 
Question. Of any meetings ? 
Answe)\ No, sir. 

Question. W^hen this occurred did you, when you met Hughes in the morning, tell 
him, or did he tell you about the Ku-Klux ? 

Answei'. There was a parcel of men there. I didn't see him in particular, but a dozen, 
I suppose, were there. 

Question. Who told you first ? 

Ansiver. I believe he w^as the first one told me. 

Question. What was your answer to that ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember now. 

Question. Do you not remember what you told Hughes ? 
Answei'. 1 don't. 

Question. Did you not say you were glad of it ? 

Ansiver. I don't know as I did ; I don't know as I didn^t. 

Question. How was it ; were you glad of it ? 

Answer. That is sort of a self-concern, I think. 

Question. Wo want you to answer. 

Answei', Well, I did'nt care. 
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Question, You did not care ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. You were the jailer ? 

Ansivei: I was not. 

Question. You were the assistant ? 

Answer. No, sir, I was not. 

Question. That had been your husiness down there, to assist in keeping the prisoncis, 
according to your own testimony ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; tliat had been my business. 

Question. You say that when you learned that the Ku-Klux had taken them out of 
the jail, yon were rather glad ot it ? 

Answer. I did not say so yet ; I said I didn't care. 
Question, Were you not glad of it ? 
Ansim'. I said I didn't care. 

Question. Answer the question. Were you not glad of it ? 
Answer. If they were* the guilty party, I was glad of it. 

Question. We do not care now whether they were or were not 

Ajiswer. I say so too. 
Question. W^hat do you say ? 

Answer. I say if they were the guilty party, I was glad of it ; if not, 1 was not. 
Question. Did not you say to Hughes you were glad ? 
Answer. I don't know ; I was not sorry. 
Question. Did not you believe they w^ere guilty ? 
Answei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. As an assistant in the jail, you were willing to see them taken out and shot, 
and you were glad of it ? 
Answer. Did they give Stevens a trial ? 
Question. I am not on the stand. Answer my question. 
Answer. You are not trying me now. 
Question. But you are a witness here. 

Answer. Put your questions in a proper shape, and I will answer them. 

Question. As an assistant of the sheriff, whose duty it was to keep these prisoners 
safely, you say you believed they were guilty, and you were glad they were taken out 
and shot ? 

Answer. I said I didn't care. 

Question. What do you say to my question ; were you glad they were taken ont and 
shot? 

Answer. I say if they were guilty I was glad of it. That is all yon ^11 get. 
Question. Witliout trial ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; if they were guilty, without trial. They never gave him any. 
Question. Where were you the night of the second raid ? 
Ansicer. At home. 
Qiuestion. Three miles out ? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you know anything of it ? 
Answer. Not until next morning. 

Question. Had yon no intimation that they were coming? 
Answe?'. None at all. 

Question. Had you ceased to be an assistant to the sherifi: ? 
Answer. I am not a regular assistant of the sherijQP. 
Question. Had you ceased to be ? 

Answer. No more than now ; I go when I am called on by him. 
Questi&n. How often are you called on now ? 

Answer. Probably once a" week, and then probably not once in two months. 
Question, Had not the prisoners been in your charge at any time from the Monday 
night when Stevens was murdered until the time of the raid ? 
Ansivcr. I never had the keys. 
Question. Were you inside ? 
Answer, I was inside. 
Question, W'ere the keys inside ? 

Answei: I don't know. I suppose the sheriJff had them. 

Question. Did not you know where they were? 

Answer. I don't know. I suppose he had them. 

Question, What were you doing inside ? 

Answer. To guard the prisoners. 

Question. You were the guard of those x)risoners ? 

Answer, It was rather a volunteer service of mine, because he deputized me to arrest 
a man down below here and I got back just at night. Tuesday I was busy arresting 
people, and Tuesday night I staid at the jail, and at 9 o'clock I went to get help, and 
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I told Mr. Steeii I must have lielp or I would leave; that he must go around aud get 
fifteen or twenty men, and that was the last thing; I told him I would stavc 

Question. What other business have you ? 

Answer. A small farm. 

^Mcs/ion. Any other business? ♦ 
Anm'e)'. No, sir, 

Question. Had you a horse in town that night? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. Where was he ? 

Answer. I didn't have no horse. He furnishes me a horse when he wants me to ride. 
Question. Have you a mule ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How do you do your farming ? 

Answer. I have it done. I don't have any mule or horse either. A man does my 
plowing, and I hire my hoeing done. I am not able to do cither. 
Question. How much land have you? 
Answer. What do you mean ? 
Question. In your farm ? 
Answer. In cultivation ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 
Answei\ About fifteen acres. 

Question. You have rather sympathized with these movements of the Ku-Klux in 
taking prisoners out of the jail — rather thought it a good thing ? 
A7iswei\ Well, I don't know. 

Question. Have you not said so about both occasions when they took the men out ? 
Answer. I don't know whether it was not a good thing. I don't know anything 
about it myself. 

Question. Do you know any of the signs of the Ku-Klux organization ? 
Ansiver. No, sir ; I know nothing of it. 
Question. None of the grips ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. None of the hailing-signs ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. None of their x^ass-words ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Have you never been in a meeting here ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I don't know as they have ever had a meeting. 

Question Were you one of the party that went to Chester ? 

Answer. No, sir; I was not able to go there. 

Question. Is that the only reason you did not go ? 

Answer. I expect it is. ^ 
Question. Were you at Laurens on the day after the election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I didn't have nothing to do with the election. I try to tend to my 
own business. 

By Mv. Stevexsox : 
Question. How many assistants has the sheriff? 
Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. How many men does he emx)loy to help him serve process ? 

Answer. He employs according to his business. He may have a heap of business and 
employ three or four. When he is very busy he employs three or four. 

Question. Who does he usually employ when he has employment for only one man 
out riding ? 

Answer. He has generally employed me. I speak of Rice Rogers. I have rode for 
the present sheriff, Mr. Dunn. I did some business for him. He has a regular deputy, 
and yet I do some business for him. That has been mj business, off and on, ever since 
the war. I have not been able to work or do anything else. 

Question. W^ere you in the rebel army ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you a radical ? 

Answen'. I am not. ^ 
Question. What are you ? 

Ansiver. Well, I am nothing as far as that is concerned. I have never voted in my 
life, and never expect to. 

Question. Are you not a citizen of the United States ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, I am. I have the right, but I am not obliged to use it unless I 
want to. 

Question. You are a native of South Carolina? 

Answer. I was born in the State, but I have been out of it several times. 
Question. Why did not you vote ? 
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Jvsim: That is my bnsinesF. 

Quistion. I would like to know youv reasons for it ? Of course you arc not obliged to 
vote. [No answer.] Have yon any reason to give f 

Answer, It is best kuowu to myself. If I have it, it is all right. 

Qucsiioii, Is it because yod do uot want to acknowledge allegiance to the United 
States? 

Answer. Well, "least said is best mended," as the old fellow said. That is a right; 
I can enjoy that right, if it is a ])oor one. 

Question. You said you had several reasons for leaving the jail on the night of the 
first raid, or for not going there, and you have given one of them ? 

Answer. Did I say several ? 

Question. I so understood you. You have given one, which you said was your chief 
reason. 

Answer. I didn't think I had several reasons for leaving on that niglit, but the 
evidence was taken down and it will show. 
Question. Had you only one ? 

Aiiswer. If I said so it was a mistake. I said I had several reasons for some other 
things, but you will not see it down for that. 
Question. What other things do you mean ? 

Answer. If I said I had more than one reason, I don't remember. If I did, I didn't 
have but one. I didn't know anything about the Ku-Klux coming ; and if I had, I 
don't suppose it would have mattered. My staying there would not have done any 
good. 

Question. Would you have staid there if you had known they were coming ? 
Answer. I might. 

Question. Were you not there to guard the jail against negroes when you were there? 
Answer. I was not ordered there to do anything. 
Question. What did you go there for? 
Answer. I went of my own accord. 
Question. For what? 

Answer. To guard the negroes from there. 
Question. From what ? 
Answer. From taking them out. 
Question. From rescuing them by others? 
^ Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were afraid negroes w^ere coming to get them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You did not care for Ku-Klux coming to get them? 
Answer. That is not the question. 
Question. That is the question I ask. 

Answer. If they had come I guess they would have got them. 
Question. You ^vould not have hurt them ? 
Answer. I guess not. 

Question. If the negroes had come they would not have got them ? 

Answer. They never come. 

Question. What if they had come ? 

Answer. I meant they should not take them out. 

Question. Had not somebody told you you had better stay away fi'om that jail that 
night ? 

Answer. No, sir. * 

Question. Had somebody told you the Ku-Klux were coming that night ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had no one given you any advice ? 
Answei'. No, sir. 

Question. How did it happen that everybody staid away from the jail that night ? 

Ansivcr. I don't know It was a very hard matter to get anybody to stay there Tues- 
day night. I said I would not stay another night. I would not risk my life, I said. 
If the negroes came they would take me. I dicii't know whether the Ku-Klux would 
or not. I was as conscientious as you are in anything you ever did. 

Question. You did not know what the Ku-Klux might do if they came ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not ; but what I did I did as conscientiously as anything I 
ever did in my life. My intention was to protect the jail, and if I was overpowered by 
anybody I should give" up — I didn't care whether it was the Ku-Klux or niggers or 
what not. 

Question. How many negroes do you think it would take to overcome you ? 
Answer. About as many as it would take to overcome you. 
Question. How many is that ? 
Answer. You can judge for yourself. 
Question. I want your view. 

Answer. It is owing to how I felt and the circumstances and all. 
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Unionville, South Carolina, Juhj IS, 1871. 
A. W. THOMSON sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Dr. Thomsou, how long have you resided in this place? 
Ansiver. I was raised here. 
Question, What is your age ? 
Ansiver. Forty-three. 

Question. You are a practicing j)hysician here ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. I understand that you witnessed a portion of the raid that was made on 
the jail here, at a time when some persons were taken out and killed. If yon will give 
us as briefly as you can your account of what you saw and did, please state it. 

Ansiver. I came home, probably, between 12 and 1 o'clock. Hearing the noise of horses* 
feet, for the ground was frozen, I came up street, where I kept my horse, some distance 
from where I live. As I came up street I was met by some yoiing men — probably a 
dozen — telling me not to go further up street. I asked them why. One of them 
remairked that he had started up street and found it would not be healthy, or some- 
thing of the sort — a common expression. I told him I lived up in this direction, and 
was going home. I met one or two others, who told me something to the same amount. 
I, however, came on, and when I got here in front of the court-house, I saw a line of 
horsemen, some considerable number, in the street. The sheriff was parleying with 
one of them, walking backward. The sheriff, as I walked down between this building, 
the court-house, and the jail, was walking backward from the j.iil, with one of the 
disguised men walking by him, ordering him to halt, telling him to stop and stand. 
They passed me as I walked down toward the jail. As they were talking, the sheritl 
begged him to let him come up as far as those rock steps in front of the court-house. 
The difeguised man seemed to agree finally that he should come up to the steps, and 
escorted him up, and just in passing, the sheriff hallooed to me, ''Dr. Thomson, don't 
go down there, don't go down'there," as tliough excited and alarmed. By that time I 
was halted by one from below, who did not approach me, but just brought his gun to 
bear, and told me to stand. The one who brought the sheriff up to these rock steps set 
him down and placed a guard over him, and as he passed by me he seemed, for the first 
time, to notice me. I accosted him and spoke to him. I don't remember the word^i I 
used, but I tried to dissuade him from offering any violence to the jail, if that was the 
object. I said to him, ''If that is your object here ; I don't know what your object is." 
I tried to dissuade them from committing any violence. I think I had some influence 
on the man too, because he heard me, although he kept his i>istol presented. I thought 
he heard me rather civilly, at any rate he didn't speak to me rudely at all. After I came 
to the conclusion that I would fail in my object, for I soon learned that they meant to 
break in the jail, although the one I was speaking to said very few words to me, I then 
said to him, "Now, we think here that there is one negro, at least, in the jail who 
ought not to be hurt ; we don't think the laws would hurt him." He asked me his 
name. This disguised man just said, " His name?" I gave him the negro's name. He 
didn't seem to be familiar with it. I could tell from his manner he seemed to be study- 
ing. I described the negro, and told him he was a blacksmith here. They went on to 
the jail and took the negroes out, and I heard him ask for this man I had mentioned. 
Jim Hardy was the name of the negro I mentioned. I gave him my reason for asking 
him not to injure that negro ; that the evidence before the coroner was that he had 
established the fact of his efforts to prevent them from killing this man Stevens, whom 
they had killed. Just as I was talking to this man, some one hallooed from below, from 
the lower end of the line, ''Number" — something which I don't remember now, and I 
don't know that I caught it at that time — "Number" — something — "Do your duty ;" 
and another ran up. I think it probable they thought that man was talking rather 
long with an outsider; but, of course, I didn't know their object. At any rate, upon 
their calling out number something, "Do your duty," a second man run up and pre- 
sented his gun to me and spoke to me in the same way. They talked in an undertone. 
The first one had walked off from me a little way when the call was made, " Do your 
duty," telling me to stand firm. He was met by the second one, and the second said 
to me, " It shall be attended to;" I presume alluding to my asking him to not injure 
Jim Hardy. I left the position then. My room was just here, and I walked through 
my room and took a seat on the back piazza. That is as far as I saw. The negroes 
were taken out, though. 

Question. You say a number of young men met you and told you not to go down. Who 
were those young men ? 

Answer. I don't know that I could call all of them. There seemed to have been a 
good deal of excitement. The ground was frozen, and it seemed to have called out a 
number. I think there were more than a dozen, probably. 

Question. In what part of the town did they meet you ? 

Answer. I don't know that you ktiow the geography of the town. It was one Imn- 



SOUTH CAROLINA SITB-COMJIITTEE. 



1113 



drcd yards from the coiirt-hoiise, opposite the n('xt square. That Avas where I met the 
men/ There is a large brick building— J. T. llill &. Co.— on the left ; that is where I 
met these men. 

Quc^iion. Who were they ? 

Jnsinr. Young Greer was one. 

Question. AVhere does Greer live now ? 

Aimm: He is in town ; a clerk in that store there — Jason Greer. 
Qucsiion. Who else? 

Ansinr, I think I met a young man whose name was ITill; and young Johnson was 
another; I think it was Dick Johnson. There was a number of them ; I don't know 
who they were really j I didn't charge my memory, of course. 

Question, All young men of this town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I don't know that all are here; Johnson is here, and Greer ; they 
are here all the time. 

Question. Are they young unmarried men ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; those I mention are. 

Question. You say you went a short distance and others met you ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir; I cannot call to mind who they were, but I could, probably, after 
thinking a little. One of the two came across the street frou^ Kawl's establishment, 
half-way the square, and one told me he had been up in this direction and advised me 
not to go any further. I mentioned their names since that ; and a yonng man told me 
a day or two ago that he met me there, but I don't remember. I did not expect it 
would be of importance. 

Question. At the time these young men met you had the jail been entered by the Ku- 
Klux ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. How long had they been in here? 

Answer. You must understand I went to a stable which is one square below, and left 
my horse. I just rapped at the window to w ake the boy to take ray horse. Just as I 
rapped I heard the noise of horses coming iu from the north. I walked hurriedly up 
the street, but they had passed me ; they came rapidly ; they passed the corner of the 
street, coming in from the north, and I followed them up here. 

Question. Then the men had just arrived ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they had just passed the young men in the street. 
Question, They had just ridden in here ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. The sheriff was one, they said. They said the slieriff was down 

here sitting in the hotel 

Question. These young men told you that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they said "The sheriff has gone down there." 

Question. Did these young men tell you what the Ku-Klux had come iu here for? 

Ansiver. Ko, sir; they didn't know, 1 think. 

Question. Did they say anything about it? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Why did they say it wns best for you to not go down ? 
Answer. One of them remarked that he had tried to come down here, and had been 
met and ordered to go back. 

Question. Did any of them tell you the purpose for which these men were here ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did they get the sheriff? 

Answer. You do not understand me. They said to me, " The sheriff has gone on 
down." 

Question. Where did the Ku-Klux get the sheriff? 

Answer. I met the sheriff walking backward. They met the sheriff just as he went 
to the door. They demanded the keys of him. I probably did him injustice in not 
mentioning that he positively refused to give the keys to them. 

Question. I supposed from your narration that the sheriff had not been in the jail? 

Answer. He was not iu the jail when they first were heard coming into the town. 
My understanding from them was that he had just run hurriedly down there— just gone, 
probably, in front of the crowd as they rode in. Indeed, I have heard that since, that 
he had gone in front of them. 

Question. Did he usually stay in the jail? . 

Ansiver. His family lived in the jail ; I don't know that his family were there at the 
time ; I tliink not ; I think he had his family out, and the family of a deputy w^as there 
at the time. 

Question, Then when you came down hero they had the sheriff? 

Answer. The sheriff was walking backward from the jail, and they were parleying 
with him, and they asked for the keys, which ho refused, telling them something like 
this : " You can overpower m^, but you can't force me to stay here and see what you 
are doing; you may overpower me." I think that was his language. 

Question. When you first accosted this man, do you recollect what you said to him 1 
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Ansiver. Sometliing like wbat I told you : " If you have any purpose — I don't know 
your object — but if your purpose is to break open the jail and'take out these prisonera, 
there is one at least here that we" 

Question. I remember that, but did you say anything else besides that ? 

Ansxver. I do not remember anything else. 

Question, What reply did he make? 

Answer. He listened more than he talked ; I don't remember that he said much to 
me; but after holding the consultation with the other, who came up, the reply to m® 
was, it would be attended to. I took it for granted that was what they meaut. 

Question. Did he signify to you anything more, or what they intended to do ? 

Answer . No, sir ; he did not. 

Question. Did you kuow what they intended to do? 
Answer. I suspected it. 

Question. That they were going to take out these negroes ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; but not from anything he said. 
Question. From what ? 

Answer. From the crowd being there, and in such numbers, and in disguise. I took 
it for granted that they meant mischief in disguise. 

Question. Had anything been said in the town in anticipation of the raid ? 

Answer. No, sir; no one had said anything; but that was informatiou mongh — don't 
you think so — to see men arrayed in disguise in front of the jail and asking the slieritf 
for the keys ? 

Question. How many of these men were there — this troop of men that came in ? 
Answer. They have "been variously estimated, but, I think, greatly overrated. 
Question. "What was your estimate ? 

Answer, I do not want to be understood afj speaking positively. I can approximate 
it, probably. They were on horseback. I would not say there were more than forty 
or tifty. 

Question. "Were they armed ? 

Answer. 1 think so. 

Question. How ? 

Answer. I don't think they were all armed alike. The one I accosted had a pistol, 
but no gnn. The one who came running up after this, calling on number something, 
"Do your duty," was armed with a gun. 

Question. Was there any uniformity in their disguises ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. What was the character of the disguise ? 

Ansiver. Ifc was something like a monk's gown, with a hood. The one I talked to 
was dressed in that way, and the other who came up v/as similar, but of different 
shape. The one I spoke to had a regular hood, with a mask inside of that. 

Question, Would you recognize any of them ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you recognize the man with whom you spoke ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think I would have recognized him if he had not been dis- 
guised. I think I would have recognized him from his voice if I had been acquainted 
with him. 

Question. Your impression is that it was some one with whom you are not acquainted ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I am satisfied I was not acquainted with the man I spoke to. 
Question. Did you recognize any one ? 

Answer. I did not meet any one but those close to me. The others were all some 
distance from where I was. Indeed, they were picketed out. One or two had been 
posted over the sherilf. One of them, mounted, stood close by the sheriff, ordering 
him not to go back. I think their object was that he should not alarm the town and 
get up resistance. 

Question, Did you recognize any horses belonging to any one you know ? 

Answer. I recognized nothing in the crowd. Probably I can cut short your question 
in this way : 1 saw nothing nor heard anything which would lead me to believe that 
I knew or suspected any man or horse or animal in that crowd. 

Question. Was there any alarm through the town given to the citizens ? 

Answer. J heard none. I heard no bells ringing. They seemed to be utterly par- 
alyzed. I remember an old gentleman — I have thought of another now that I remem- 
ber meeting. It was Mr. Hill himself. Ife seemed to me, as he came to me, to be per- 
fectly paralyzed. 

Question, Was that the deputy sheriff? 

Answer. No, sir ; Mr. J. T. Hill, the partner of this firm. He came to me. He seemed 
very much excited, and, I think, shocked, too, but I didn't speak to him to talk. I saw 
he was excited. I really thought it barely possible that I might prevail with them 
not to enter the jail, if that was their object, and I thought that, x^i'obably, was their 
object. 

Question, Would it have been impracticable to have raised a posse to follow that 
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crowd for the purpose of ideiitifyiii^? any of them— I don't mean for arresting them at 
the time, but following to sec where they went to and identify them ? 

Jnswir. I do not think it could have been done easily. In the first place, they would 
have outnumbered them. I doubt if there were that many horses in this little place. 
There were forty or fifty of them. 

(Juefition. I am not speaking of attacking them, but following them to see where 
they went ; to track them 

Answer. I think it barely possible that such a thing could have been done, but 
wholly impracticable. I don't think you would have done it if you had been here. 
AYhat I mean is, no man would coolly have put himself in such a i)redicament as those 
who would follow them. I think so. 

Question. Does the operation of this Ku-Klux Klau strike a great deal of terror into 
the community here ? 

Answer. Well, sir, those of us who take a proper view of it are shocked at it, and 
regret very much to see anything of the sort occur. We look at the consequences 
which may follow, and think it unfortunate. 

Question. But I speak of the fac^ of the security of the citizens. You say nobody 
would have put himself in the position of following these men. Did they apprehend 
danger if they did? 

Answer. I take it these men, coming furnished and mounted as they were, and deter- 
mined to do what they came for at all hazards — for it is a life and death business — I 
take it that if I had put myself in the breach and attempted to prevent them from 
opening the jail, I would have been a feather. They would have killed me, or, at 
least, fulfilled their purpose. 

Question. The point I ask about is, whether there is a disposition on the jiart of the 
community to take such prudent measures as would lead to the detection and arrest of 
such men ? 

Answer. I think where anything is a myth, as this is — we don't know who the Kn- 
Klux are — at least those of us who are not initiated. I want you distinctly to under- 
stand me. I do not know a Ku-Klux, and have been steadily opposed to it since any- 
thing of the kind has been spoken of in North Carolina. I have made it a point never 
to speak encouragingly of anything of the sort. I have made it a point rather to dis- 
courage anything of the kind. 

Question. My puri)Ose is to ascertain whether they have operated to such an extent 
and in such a manner that persons are, to a considerable degree, afraid to take measures 
for the purpose of detecting and bringing them to punishment. 

Ansiver. I don't w^ant to be led, and will not answer questions yes or no ; but I will an- 
swer your question, I think, so I will be understood. I do think this, that there are per- 
sons in this community, men who are considered law-abiding men, who are considered 
good men, who really, in their hearts, approved of the first demonstrations of this sort 
that were made. I mean good men. I only judge from what I have heard them say — 
by the general expression and tone and sentiment of the people. If they feel that 
way — feel that although this is a terrible remedy, yet ultimate good will follow from it, 
it is natm-ally likely that they would not want to inflict punishment upon those who 
are willing to sacrifice themselves for the general good. 

Question. To what extent does that feeling prevail? 

Ansicer. Allow me to finish. I say I think that was the case at first, for I heard men 
who are looked up to as leading men in society — men who are considered examples for 
young men, who would be probably led correctly or misled by them — I have heard 
them speak indirectly approving. "It is a terrible thing," they would say, " for such 
a thing as this to occur, yet we must confess that we see a difierence; that we are safer ; 
that we feel more at ease;" have expressed themselves in that way, and in that way, I 
think, have partially encouraged it; but they do not do so now. These same men I 
have heard talk iu that way now say at once, " This thing must be stopped ; it has 
gone far enough.'^ They look at the ultimate result of it. They are anxious that it 
shall stop, and are willing to do anything in their power that it shall be stopped. 
They do not speak encouragingly of it. They shut their mouths, for they say it has 
gone too far. 

Question. Do many of them feel that they are responsible for its having gone too far, 
by having encouraged it in the beginning ? 
Ansicer. I think not. I did not say they encouraged it directly, but indirectly. 
Question. In the manner in which you have stated ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They did not encourage it directly. For instance, if met by a 
young man in the street, they would have been very far from telling him to take the 
law into his own hands, yet they had to confess we had been delivered, as it were, from 
a terrible future. So I think, sir. 

Question. Was not that the prevalent tone of the community here when these out- 
rages commenced ? 

Answ€i\ I think not ; but stop ; do you ask did they approve of it ? 

Question. Yes. 
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Answer. Only so far as I tell you — to say tliat they believed that these outrapjes — for 
they were outrages; we can call them nothing else — had wrought their own good. 

Question. Were utterances of that kind simply exceptions, or were they the prevalent 
tone of the community when this lawlessness began ? 

Answer. I rather think it was prevalent ; I rather think the majority used it. 

Question. Now, you think that tone has changed ? 

Answer. I think it some time since changed, and that the same community now would 
be willing to take measures to repress the disposition to such lawlessness. My opinion 
is that anything that can be done to stop anything of the sort now, they will do it by 
their conversation or by their example in any way. 

Question. Has public sentiment so far changed on that subject that men who have 
been guilty of murder through this organization in the past, can be brought to justice 
and punished for such lawlessness ? 

Answer. I doubt that; I will tell you my own feeling, and I expect that I probably 
was as much opposed to it as almost any 'man in the country. I think this : \ve look 
upon them, and I for one now speak more freely than I did at the outset 

Question. Go on; I desire to ascertain the true state of feeling here. 

Answer. That is what I say ; I speak, in what I am going to say now, more thani would 
talk outside; I believe that these outrages have saved this community; I believe it 
firmly ; I believe there would have been a general conflict of races had something of 
this sort not been resorted to. Believing; that, I must believe that it was the shortest 
road, and perhaps the most humane road — for I am speaking in that w\ay — to becoming 
civilized, as you may say. 

Question. Does the security of the people who complain that they have been oppressed 
and outraged depend for the future upon immunity to the authors of these outrages in 
the past ? 

Answer. Ask that again. 

Question. Does the security of those who complain that they have been outraged and 
persecuted by this organization depend upon immunity for past ofl'ence to those who 
committed them ? 

Answer. I understand the language, but not exactly the purport of the question. 

Question. I will explain it more fully. This lawlessness has been perpetrated to a 
very great extent upon the colored race, and, as it is alleged, upon white republicans ; 
I state that by way of preliminary. 

Answer. Yes, sir; I understand you. 

Question. Does the security of these classes for the future depend upon giving im- 
munity to the authors of those alleged outrages committed upon them in the past f 

Answer. I have heard nothing of that sort, neither in conversatiou in any way ; 
nothing that would lead me to believe that was the feeling; I have heard nothing of 
the sort. 

Question. There are those who take the same view of this subject that you do, will- 
ing that the authors of these lawless outrages in the past shall be brought to justice, 
bringing to justice, at the same time, all classes of persons who have violated the laws 1 

Answer. While I do not feel that I would take it upon myself— and I think I am ])roba- 
bly as much opposed to mob law as is any one here, and on principle — while I tell you, 
*I do not think that it is incumbent upon a citizen, who is not an officer, to ferret out 
and follow to the wall or to punish any criminal, no matter what the crime, we feel 
less so here than you do at home, for the simple reason that the civil oflicers have been 
paralyzed here partially, as we have been under garrison, and it has been rather ex- 
pected that the garrison would take care of that 

Question. You again misapprehend my question. I am not speaking of your duty, or 
that of any private citizen, to make himself active in ferreting out these men now 
but if a man, who has been guilty of one of these murders or outrages, is apprehended 
by a proper officer and brought to this court-house for trial, will public sentiment sus- 
tain such a proceeding, if there be evidence to convict him; oris it looked upon in the 
view you have stated, that he has done a good work to the community and that he 
ought to be released ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think this would be the feeling, while really sorry to see that 
man punished, who would be looked upon as a martyr. I should, I really should, be- 
cause my idea is that he is not doing it as a labor of love. I don't think they would 
commit any of these outrages except for the ultimate good, to save the country. I say, 
while we might be sorry that he should be brought to punishment, I know the fact 
that the court wOuld be sustained in its action. 

Question. Do you class all these cases of murder and whipping with the category of 
offenses for which men would be considered martyrs ? 

Answei\ No, sir,. I do not wish to be so understood. I have no idea in the world that 
if there be a Ku-Klux organization in this country — of which I am really not aware — 
I have no idea that they are responsible for one-fifth of what has been done around 
here. 

Question. Do you doubt their organization here? 
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Answer. Here? 

Qucfit'wn, In this county? 

Answer. I ninst say this, that the hist raid hero satisfied mo that there must be some 
near here, at least, who coakl be suunnoned here pretty soon. At first I did not think 
so. Those that first came I did not think were from about hei-e. Whether they are 
an ort;an>zation, 1 can't say ; but I think there are persons in this county who join in 
disguTsed raids. I think there must have been at the second time this jail was broken 
into persons from this county in it. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
Questioii. Did you hear of the whipping of the probate judge ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

■ Qucslion. Do you put that among those necessary outrages to save the community ? 
Answer. Xo, sir; 1 think that was an outrage, and I think the community generally 
condemned that. 

Question. Do you remember of tbe killing of a preaclier, a week or two or three weeks 
ago, down on Tiger Kiver ? 

Ansicer. Now you see we hear these things through such different channels — you and 
I — that the very difference in which a tale is told makes a different impression. > I 
heard a negro had been missing from there, but nothing as to what became of him, I 
have not heard. 

Question. You did not hear afterward that his body was found mutilated and thrown 
into the Tiger Eiver ? 

Answer. I heard a body was found, but not recognized, and that it had not been rec- 
ognized. 

Question. Suppose it should turn out that this preacher had been killed theie and 
mutilated, and his body thrown into the river by a disguised man, would you be dis- 
posed to class that among those outrages to save the community ? 

Ansim'. I w^ould have to know somethmg of the character of the individual. AVith 
the idea I would have of these things generally, 1 would say it was an outrage ,* but 
he could have behaved in such a way as to make me believe he deserved it. I can con- 
ceive that he could act in such a way. 

Question. But I understand you to base your view of some of these operations, to 
which you have alluded, not only upon the ill deserts of the party visited, but upon 
the state of the community, which you think required some extraordinary action to 
punish them. Do you believe this community is now in such a condition as to require 
mob law in any case ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not. I have stated that I did not think so; but I do think, 
honestly, and I believe I will be borne out by a majority of the citizens, that had noj 
something of this sort been resorted to there would have been a general collision at 
one time. 

Question. Do you think there is any such danger now ? 

Avsiver. I would be opposed to anything like mob law from selfish feeling. 

Question. Do you think there is any such danger now, if there ever was ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not ; but I think the action heretofore has placed us on a foot- 
ing which renders it unnecessary. 

Question. You say there has been an improvement in the state of feeling since when ? 

Answer. I do not know that I can state any special time when a change has come 
over the spirit of the people, nor can a man fix dates. These things come on gradually ; 
for instance, now I don't hear, as a general thing, men speaking indirectly approvingly 
of these acts of lawiessless, but they generally wind up and invariably say, " It is time 
to put a stop to it ; there has been enough of it." 

Question. Since when has that been? 

Ansiver. Say within the last two months. I think, really, since this last raid. 
Question. The 12th of February? 

Answer. Well, since that time. I have heard myself a general expression of opinion 
since that that things had been carried far enough. 1 think that was the general 
expression of opinion. 

Question. Did you see the notice w^hich was left on the sheriff's advertisement board 
on the 9th of March ? 

Answer. I do not remember of seeing the document itself, but I heard of it. I am 
aware that there was such a notice stuck on the sherift's advertising board. 

Question. That was the 9th of ]March? 

Answer. Probably about that time. 

Qtiesiion. Do you not think that any material improvement, such as you have men- 
tioned, would have to be dated after that? 

Answfrr. No, sir; not necessarily, because that may not have been 'authorized at all, 
for I know with what feelings I saw that when I learned it. I saw it in the paper, in 
print, in our little paper here. I know with what feelings I saw it. 1 felt indignant, 
and really went to call on Mr. Young, and told him that I felt responsible for it, for 
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I had advised him myself to take that position, really believiug that it would be the 
best for the community if he would do it. 

Question. Did you not know that Mr. Youug identified the handwriting of that notice 
as being the same as that left with the jailer by the band who visited the jail the last 
time? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. That is the fact ? 

Answer. I did not know it. 

Questio?i, He did resign, did he not f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. In obedience to that order ? 

Answer. I think it was in obedience to that order. I judge so. I am almost sure 
that he did resign in obedience to that order. 

Question. I understand you that there is not now, so far as you know, any public 
sentiment demanding the prosecution or punisliment of men for these outrages and 
raids on the jail? 

Answer. I rather think the citizens generally would prefer the ofiicers regularly 
authorized to do it. It is the duty of the ofiicers to bring them to punishment. I 
don't think any citizen would feel morally bound to help ? 

Question. Do you thiuk the citizens generally wish to see these men punished ? 

Answer.'ml think not. 

Question. You think they might tolerate it ? 

Ansicer. I have told you distinctly that I thought they would tole rate it ; that the 
law would be enforced if taken up. 

Question. That is, there would be no opposition to it ? 
Answer. No, sir ; none. 



Columbia, South Carolina, July 20, 1871. 
WILLIAM A. BOLT sworn and examined. ' 
Question. D you reside in this place ? 

Answer. I do. I used to live in Union Court-House. I was trial justice i'lbere. 
Question. How long since you removed to this place from Uniouville ? 
Ansiver. On the I7th or 19th of February. 
Question. When were you appointed trial justice? 
Answer. I thiuk my commission dates in October last. 
Question. Before or after the election ? 

Ansiver. Before the election. 1 was judge of the ckcticn when I was appointed 
trial justice. 

Question. Were you in Union upon either of the nights when the jail was visited 
and men taken out there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; the first time I was. 
Que< iin. Weie you there Ihc second time? 

Aufswer. I w^as. I held the inquest over the body of Hatt. Stevens, the 1st of January 
It was the night of the 31st of December, and the 1st of January he was killed. I also 
held the inquest over the two men first taken out. 

Question. Do you know a man named Schoppaul ? 

Answet\ Yes, sir. 

Question. What clid you say to him the evening before these men eame in ? 
Answer. That was the second time. 

Question. The second time you told Schoppaul that they were coming in ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. I will tell you about that after a little. 
Question. I ask you about this ? 

Answer. 1 have it from parties here in Columbia that these three wounded men in 
jail were informed that some citizens were informed that some citizens would come, 
and the writ of habeas corpus w^as made on account of the time, and the sherifi' requested 
me to accompany him to take the prisoners here to Columbia here. Herman Schoppaul 
is a friend of mine, and said to him, then, I believe we will have the Ku-Klux hero 
again. 

Question. How did you get that information ? 

Answer. That was merely my opinion. I knew it would cause a great disturbance 
in the neighborhood to take the prisoners to Columbia. 

Question. Had you any intimation from anybody that the Ku-Klux were there ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. What led you to believe it. 

Answer. The first raid on the jail; and then sometimes, you know, the exjjressiona 
people used around there. 

Question. Had anybody used an expression that led you to that belief? 
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Answer. No, sir ; not directly. 

Question. Did you know who any of tlio members of the Kii-Klux there were? 
Ansiver. No, sir? I just suspected some. 

Qiteslton. Had you any knowledge that you believed reliable as to who they were ? 
Ausu-cr. No, sir; I had no knowled<j;e of them. I could not say anybody. 
Question. Was this a mere conclusion of your own mind? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it positive, or founded on anythiu<^ tanj^ible ? 

Answer, I told General Anderson, when he came here with the report, that the sheriff 
would not bring the prisoners. I said to him the Ku-Klux will go there again and 
take the prisoners out, and they did, because the people were very much excited. The 
clerk of the court there, and the deputy shcriE. this man IJice, were thei'e. The clerk 
of the court used the expression, he thought we had raids enough, and excitement 
enough, and Judge Thonij\s ought not to have issued that writ of habeas corpus. 

Question. What business were you engaged in at Unionville, besides trial justice — 
anything else ? 

Answer. No, sir; before that I took the census. 

Question. On the night of the first raid, who awakened you ? 

Answer. The jailer there, I forget his name; it was Tom Hughes. 

Question. What time of night was it ? 

Answei: I think it was about 2 o'eloclv. 

Question. Were the Ku-KIux in the town at that time ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they had gone by that time. 

Question. They had been in and left. 

Answer. Yes, sir. This Tom Hughes lives in the neighborhood of where Matt. 
Stevens, his brother-in-law, was killed. Tom Hughes w^as Matt. Stevens's brother-in- 
law, and heard the shooting, and came running to my office, saying that colored people 
were coming to town to free these negro men in jail. He came to my office first, and I 
dressed and ran to the hotel, and found a good many people there, and they told me 
then what had happened, and in the morning I went out and held the inquest. 

Question. Had this whole proceeding gone on before you were awakened ? 

Answei'. Y<'S, sir ; right before my door. 

Question. They had'taken the men out? 

Answer. Yes, sir: right before my door, without awakening me. I slept in aback 
room, but I thought it was curious myself that a lot of men on horseback would not 
make more noise and awaken me. 

Question. Who was the trial justice before you? 

Anstcer. Thomas Giles. 

Question, At whose instance were you appointed? 
Answer. A friend of mine, Thomas Tuxbury. 
Question. You say you held the inquest? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did it appear there how many men there were who came in and took these 
men out ? 
Answer. I can only say from hearsay. 
Question. Did it appear on the inquest ? 
Answei'. No, sir^ 

Question. Had you any witnesses before you to show how many men there were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir: what the i)eople generally believed there; but nobody had a real 
idea how many there were. 

Question. What were the names of the two men who were taken *out that night? 

Ansiver. Five were taken out, three wounded, and two killed. I had the names 
marked down, but never thought of saving them any more, I do not remember them. 
One of them was a trial justice. Aleck Walker was one of them. 

Question. Was he killed or wounded ? 

Answer. He was killed. 

Question. Who was the other? 

Answer. Sylvauus Wright was wounded, and one who goes by the name of Joe 
Vanlue, he was wounded. I really forget the name of the second one who was killed, 
but I can tell it if you call it. 
Question. Chainer Gordon ? 

Answei: Yes, sir ; he was killed that first night. Those two were killed, Sylv.anus 
Wright and Joe Yanlue were wounded, and another one. 
Question. Was it Barrett Edwards ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he was taken out the second time. 
Question. William Fincher? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was it Eaves Thomson ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

QuesiioiK Andy Thomson t 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; be was the one. He was wouuded the first time, and killed the 
second time, and so was Sylvanus Wright and Joe Vanlue. 
Question. That makes the whole five 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hold the inquest on the men killed the second night f 
Answer. No, sir; I was here. 

Question. I thought you said you came here on the 17th of February ? 

Answer. I think it was the 17th. 

Question. Were you not in Union ville on the 12th ? 

Ansiver. 1 forget now. 

Question. Were you there on the night of the second raid ? 

Ansicer. I came here on Friday, and I think that was the 9th, and was Monday. 
Question. Do you not know whether you were in Unionville or not on the night of 
the second raid ? 

Answo'. I was not ; I came here Friday, and the men were taken out Monday night. 
Question. You said you came here the 17tb ; do you not know the raid was on tho 
12th? 

Answer. 1 do not know ; I think the first was the 6th of January. 
Question. Do you know the names of the eight who were taken out the second night ? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir ; I have them on a j)iece of paper at home, I think ; 1 know three 
who were wounded before. 

Question. You have given those ? * 

Ansiver. Barrett Edwards was one, and William Fincher was another. 
Question. Was Eaves or Irwin Thomson one ? 

Ansiver. 1 do not know ; I only got the names from the sheriff when he came here the 
next Monday and made the report. 
Question. Was it Andy Thomson ? 

Answer. He was wounded in the first and killed in the second raid. 
Question. Ellison Scott ? 

Ansiver. He was killed, I believe, in tho second raid. 
Question. Benjamin Simmons ? 
Answer. I do not know him. 

Question. As trial justice, had you any knowledge of the number of men who were 
killed in that county in addition to those in the jail ? 
Answer. As I said before, I had a list here once. 
Question. Where is it now ? 

Answer, I do not know until I look over my papers ; I thought I would not use it 
any more, and laid it aside. General Anderson told me to try to make up a list. 
Question. When ? 

Ansiver. Some time ago, when there was some talk about the Ku-Klux committee at 
Washington. He thought he would have sent it on. 

Question. Did you make that list from your own knowledge in the county? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and from information I had from colored people I had examined. 
Question. Will you get that list ? 

Answer. I will try to. I do not know exactly if I have it. 
Question. Have you any recollect'on of the number ? 

Answer. No, sir, not exactly. I gave General Anderson one list, but that is only a few 
names, and (Captain Hubbard, too, I believe I gave him a few names.* 
Question. Is that all you know about the transaction ? 

Answer. That is all I know, except Mr. Wallace wanted me to tell about a certain 
woman there ; two or three women made masks and gowns. 
Question. Did you know about their making masks? 
Ansiver. One of them told me so. 
Question. Told you that she made them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; for Napoleon EisaUj'Vho told me they sent them out in the 
country. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. Napoleon Eisan was a merchant there. 

Question. Was it Mr. Eisan that told you? 

Answer. Eisan told that woman. 

Question. Who told you ? 

Answer. That woman. 

Question. Who was she ? 

Answer. She is living here in town. 
• Question. What is her name ? ^ 

Answer. Chris. Page. The other two women she told me made these gowns ; two 
were Mrs. Brock and her daughter, Fannie Brock or Brook ; she is a white lady. 

Question. Did the colored woman tell you she made the gowns ? 

Ansiver. She said these three women made the gowns together — she and them 
together. 
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Question. When did slio tell you that ? 
Ansicvr. Some time in January. 

IJy m\ Van TRUMr : 
Qtu'stion. What was her name ? 

Ansmr. Brock or Brooks ; I do not know how she spells the name. 

By the CiiAiRi^rAX : 
Question, She told you that in January ? 

Ausivw. Yes, .sir ; in the latter part of January, about the time the masquerades gen- 
erally ^o on in the country — these fancy ball masquerades. 

Question. Let us understand you. Did you understand her to say that the masks 
made were for ii masquerade ball ? 

Answer. No, sir. Napoleon Eisan ordered these masks to be made. 

Question. For what f 

AnsiaU\ llo said ho was p^oing to s(md them in the country. He never said whether 
there was a masquerade going on in the country or not. 

Question. Is it your understanding that they were made or used for a masquerade 
party f for we want to know whether to pursue this any further. 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my belief. We talked about it, because the masks were made 
the same way as those described to be worn by this unknown party. 

Question. The Ku-Klux / 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you come to leave Uuionvillo? 

Answer. The sherift' had the writ of habeas corpus on which he had to take these three 
men to Columbia. He came to my office and requested me to go with him to take the 
prisoners to Columbia. The next morning, instead of taking them quietly out of the 
jail, he went to the clerk and his deputy and another friend of his, and the people got 
very much excited ; and they got to hear of it, and he concluded not to obey the writ, 
and I went down to the depot with him and said, ''What are you going to do? you 
ought to inform the parties in Columbia, anyhow, that you are not going to take the 
prisoners there." Ho said, "You go to your office and write to General Anderson.'^ I 
said, ''It is too late now." He said, What shall I do ?" I said, ''Go to Columbia." 
He says, I can't leave now ; can't you go ? " I said, Yes ; " and then I came to Colum- 
bia, and General Anderson told me I had better stay. 

Question. You did stay < 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have staid. 

Question. What was the reason for that advice— had you any fcar^ about going back? 

Answer. Yes, sir. . ^\ . 

Question. On what account ? ' * 

Answer. Because I was the man who went to the jail and asked the prisoners whether 
they knew any Ku-Klux, and made a report here to General Anderson and the governor, 
and told them that Sylvanus Wright said that if he would be taken to Columbia he 
would tell, but he was afraid to say anything in Union. 

(>Me.s/ioM. Hid he tell you ? 

Answer. No, sir; he would not say a word to me. I told him, '' Sylvanus, if you do 
not know enough you had better not tell, because you will be sent back again." Ho 
says, "Well, I know some of them." , 

Question. Is that all? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is all. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. What prisoners did you see in the jail after the first raid who had been 
taken out on the first raid ? 

Answer. Those three I named — Sylvanus Wright, Andy Thomson, and Joe Vanlue. 

Question. Hid they tell you anything about what had been done to them, and who 
did it? 

Answei'. No ; not who did it. They said how these disguised men behaved ; they 
jumped around them and asked them whether they liked liquor. They said, "Y^ou 
liked Stevens's liquor," and all such things. Y^ou know Stevens had liquor in his wagon. 
They took them out and danced around them ; they behaved like fools. 

Question. Did they say who the men were ? 

AnsKier. No, sir; they never said. 

Question. Did any of\hem, except Wright, say that they knew ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Joe Vanlue and Andy Thomson — all three told me the same thing. 
I looked in one of the cells where they were lying. All three of them were wounded, 
but tlfty were getting better. I locked myself uj), so nobody would know what busi- 
ness I had with them. ' ♦ 

Question. And they told you they knew some of the men ? 

Answer. Y^es, sir. 

Question. But they would not name them ? 
71 t 
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Answer. No, sir ; not except they were taken away from Union. Tliey did not say 
tliey wanted to be taken to Columbia, but tbey said if tli(^y ere taken away from 
Union. You asked me before if I had a suspicion of some one. You liave heard ot 
that raid made on the Yellow House. A man who is out here in the hall was woundtd 
in that house. I had some of those men summoned as witnesses before Judge Thomas, 
and they were all afraid, yon know, that I had taken them up for makiuir that raid, 
which I had no right to<lo, as nobody took out a warrant against t hem. They sliowed 
me that they knew right smart about the things that had been going on, but'l cannot 
say. 

'QucsUoh. Vvliat do you mean by that ? 

Answer. I mean that some of these men that made that raid on the Yellov/ House 
were implicated. 

Question, Implicated in that other raid on the jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question, Who were they ? 

Ansivei: There is a good many of them — most of them citizens — young men. 
Question, Name some of then!. 

Answer. Stout Nolan, or G. S. Nolan, William Thompson, Robert II. Greer. This Daniel 
Smith who was tliere at the Yellow House, Joe Yanlue shot through thv. door aud 
killed him. 

Question. What did they go to that Yellow House for? 

Answer. To arrest Joe Yanlue — not Aleck Walker — he was not there. This Dan. 
Smith came to me and told me he knew another man who was out there that night and 
killed Stevens, and he said it was Joe Yanlue, and he wanted me to give him a war- 
rant for Joe Yanlue and Aleck Walker. I knew tliere was bad feeling against Aleck 
Walker in town. I told him I could not well give him one that nigiit," but would give 
him one in the morning. He was very much excited. I asked him whether he v/ould 
go by himself to the house where Joe Yanlue lived. I did not knovv where he lived 
then. He says, No ; I will only take a few friends with me but he went fiom there, 
as I afterwards understood, to Aleck Walker's house, aud did not tind him in, makiug' 
them believe he had a warrant for liim, I guess. 

Mr. Yan Thump. Do not tell us what you guess. 

By Mr. Sti:yens(^n : 
Question. Was that wliat they said ? 

Answer. Yes, sir: all these young men from the town went Avith him to the Yellov7 
House. What happened I do not know. 
Question. Was that the same night? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the night of the second and the third.' 
Question. Did they have a warrant ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; Dan. Smith had a warrant — he wanted one for Aleck Walker, 
but it was for Joe Yanlue. I heard the shooting, and ran up street and found that tlio 
armory of the militia was broken in and the g-uns taken out, and I stood guard there 
myself until I could get some reliable i)crsow to take charge of it. It was a very excit- 
ing time there then. 

Question. You say, from what you heard said there in Unionville, after the order 
came from the judge for the transfer of these prisoners, you thought there would be a 
a raid on the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hat was it you heard which made you think so? 

Ansieer. I did not hear anything particular. The wu'it of habeas eorjjus came there 
that night, and the sheriff came to me and told me, and I said the same thing to 
him, and he said that I should not say anything about it, but keep the thing quiet as 
X>ossible, because it would raise excitement. The next morning, instead of doing the 
thing Cjuiet, taking the prisoners to the depot and taking them olF, he went to the 
clerk,* A. D. Spears. 

By Mr. Yan Trump : 
Question. What morning was that ? 

Answer. That was the next morning ; the same nmrning that we were going to take 
the prisoners to Columbia. 

Question. I ask what morning that was ? « 
Ansicer.' It was three days before these men were taken out. 
Question, What day did the habeas corptis come up ? 

Answer. The day before which was Thursday ; I suppose that was Friday. ^ 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, It was Friday they should have gone down ; was that the morning ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir, on Friday they had to come down with the prisoners when they 
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took the prisoiicrs out of tlio jail. Ho wcv.t to tlio clork of tlio court aud asked him to 
give him a eertilicate; I tlo not kuow what he waiitrd with it. 

By :Mr. Van Thump: 
Question. Ilovr do you know this fnet ? 

Answer. I was ])resent. The elerk said, ''I would not f»ive five eeuts for Jud<^*> 
Thomas's life it' that wiit of habeas corpus is obeyed; it will raise such airexcitemeiiC 
all ovt-r the eouuty." Then the sheriirs deputy eame in, Mr. Van Kiee, and he said, " If 
the sheriff obeys that writ of hahras corjins I would not set my foot in the shcn'itf's ofliee 
any more, and 1 do not believe that writ is made out in legal form, and I will go up to 
Judge ;Munro and see and he took tliat writ to Judge Hunro. I met him down there, 
and I said, Major, wliat did the judge say f" He says, '^We are going to treat that 
writ with contempt ; it is not legal." That made me believe that the excitement would 
rise ; and so it did, too. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the condition of the county up to that time? 

Answer. No, sir; I only lived there two years. I havebeeu most of the time in North 
Carolina. ^ 

Question. But I mean from the date of the election up to the time you left there that 
Friday morning ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether there had been any disguised bauds going about 
killing and whij)})ing ? 
Answer. No, sir ; only from hearsay. 
Question. I mean from information ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I slid. 

Question. To what extent had that been done » 
Answer. Jesse Mabry told me a few days 

Question. You need not tell that ; we have had him before us ; but what was the 
general condition of the connty, according to your knowledge f 

Answer. I cannot tell ; I never conversed nmch with the people there. I was known 
as behmging to the radical party, and they did not express themselves to me. 

Question. Why did yon not go back there ? 

Answer. I have business here ; I have a store. 

Question. AVhy did you come down here to do business instead of going back there? 
Answer. My trial justice's office did not pay me. I was going to quit that anyhow, to 
try and better myself. 

Question. Would yon feel any apprehension if there? 

Answer. I do not think now no more, but I do not know what they would do. A. 
colored woman sent me a letter on the same night they took out the^e ten men from 
jail, that some of them went to my office, which is right opposite there, and after they 
found I was not there they put a paper above my sign, with the number " 486^' on it. 

Question. What did that mean ? 

Answer. I do not kuow. I thought it was one of their orders, you know. 
Question. Was it a written order f 

Answer. Yes, sir; just " 486 :" that is what she wrote to me. The man who works 
next door took it oi\. I had a little tin sign there, and that was ou the to^) of it. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Question. '^Iv. Bolt, you were at the same time commissioned as a trial justice dnd a 
judge of election in Union County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I was judge of the poll. 
Question. When did you go to live in that county ? 
Answer. I came there on the 17th of June. 
Question. Of what year ? 
Answa\ Two years ago. 
Question. Where from f 
Answer. From Ohio. 

Question. That was your first residence there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From what part of Ohio did you come? 
Answer. From Cincinnati. 

Question. What did you come to South Carolina for 'if 

Answer. I have a brother who lived in Unionville. My wife died in Cincinnati, 
and I did not feel like staying there any longer, and he invited me to come and 
stay with him. 

Question. You say the three wounded men you visitM in the prison told you they 
knew the names of some of those Ku-Klux who committed this violence upon them i 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Quniion. But tliey did not tell yon :i single iiaiiie? 
Ansive)\ No, sir, tbey Avould not. 

Question. Did you tell that afterward? * 
Answer. Yes, sir; I wrote it to General Anderson. 
Question. Did you tell it about town f 
. A nstver. No, sir. 
Question. You wrote a private letter to (General Anderson ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A confidential letter, stating tliat fact ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did anybody in Unionville know you had this interview witli the prisoners? 
Answer. No. sir; only the sheriff. 

Question. Even he did not know the talk you had with them ? 

Answer. No, sir; but I told the sheriff afterwards that they told nie they knevr some 
of the men, but would not tell who they were. 

Question. I think you said you did not tell anybody except in writing;- thi.i letter 
Answer. Except the sheriff. 

Question. In the lirst place you said you told nobody, but vrrote a private confiden- 
tial letter here to General Anderson. Is that the fact / 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You now recollect that you told the sheriff? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question^ What did you toll him ? 

Ansiver. 1 told him Sylvan us and the others said they knew some of these men, but 
would not tell, except they were taken out of jail. 
Question. Did you tell him that, too? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. "What apprehension did you have that you would be in any danger ? 
Answer. That was afterwards. 

Question. If you told the sheriff just Avhat took place, that you had talked with the 
prisoners, and that they knew some of them, but would not tell who they Avere, how 
would that get you in danger — you said you became alarmed ? 

Answer. I do not know. I was of opinion that they would find out that I was the 
man who spoke to the prisoners, because the jailer had to let me in. He did not know 
what liapptmed. 

Question. He knew that you were in there, but did not know the conversation ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. If you wore afraid that the com^ersation would get you into trouble, w^hat 
did you tell the sheriff for? 

Ansiver. I will tell you. I wrote to General Anderson : I believe these men could 
tell some of these persons if they were taken away from Union." That was my lU'ivate 
opinion. Vf ell, General Anderson was not here then; he was in Chester. I waited 
several days for a letter, and then the sheriff — I have forgotten most of these things, 
but they come back to me — then the sheriff got a letter from General Anderson to in- 
quire of the prisoners whether they knew any of them, and he took me there — I had 
been there before — but he took me. I did not let out that I knew^ anything about that, 
but I knew that letter was coming from General Anderson. 

Question. Had you told the sheriff before that ? 

Ansivei\ No, sir. I then went there with the sheriff. The sheriff stood back in the 
ball, and I went into the cell, and when I came out I told the sheriff', " Sylvanus and 
the others said they would tell if they were taken out of the jail." 

Question. That was the second time you were in the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had already been in in*eviously? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had not told the sheriff of that conversation ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. And then, upon the sheriff receiving a letter from General Anderson to as- 
certain what these men knew, the sheriff and you went in ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you went into the cell and the sheriff stood back ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the sheriff within hearing? 
Answe}\ No, sir ; I closed the door. 

Question, After that you came out and met the sheriff and told him the conversation ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, The conversation was about the same as before, was it not ? 
Answe)'. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long after the first raid was that ; you are speaking of the first raid 
uow? 
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Jvi^urr. Yes, sir; tliat was .ifter t]i<^ lirst raid. 

(Jinsfioif. }[ow hni<^ after the lirst raiti was it tliat yon lirst wciit in ihvvv to theso 
prisoners ? 

Jihs'nrr. I cannot «j:ivo the date exactly, bnt it was about ei^lit days Ijefoie that writ 
ot7m/»(Y7.s' rorpiii^ came — about six or ein^lit days. 

(Jiiesiiou. Wliy can yon recollect it with reference to tlie last raid better than the 
lirst ? I asked how hnvr ^vas it after the lirst raid that you had that conversation ? 

Answer. After the hrst raid ? I do not know, 

Questioif. Give ns the best idea you have of how long' it was after those five prisoners 
were taken out at the first raid that you Avent into the jail first to talk with the i)ris- 
oners. 

AnKirer. I cannot tell you exactly. 
Question, Give us your best opinion. 

Answer. All I can say is, that it was about eij^ht days before that writ of habeas 
corpus came. You can find out by that if you have an ainuinac. 
(Juestion. What makes yon think it was eight days before ? 
Answer. About eight days. 

(Jnesiiou. What makes yon tlr'uk so? Y'oii cannr)t recollect abont the first raid, but 
you recollect precisely how long it wasbefore the second raid. Why is that ? 

Answer. I do not know. These men were killed ou the 6th of January or the lOtli. 
(Jnestlon. Fix the date the beat you can. 

Atf^yer. If I had known yon would have put these questions I would have prepared 
for them. 

Question. Can you not prepare this now if you know the facts ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but I have forgotten the dates. I have forgotten the date of the 
first raid, whether it was the 6th or the 10th. 

Question. If you have forgotten those dates_, how can yon fix it up ? 

Answer. I could fix it up if I would merely go down to Mr. Rose's hotel and ask what 
day I came there, for then I would know. " 1 think it was the 9th of February or the 
12th ; I do not know" which. 

Question. How long before you came here was it that you first went into the jail to 
talk with the prisoners ? 

Answer. A little over fourteen days, I think. 

Question. About fourteen days before you came here you went to talk v/ith the pris- 
oners ? 

AnsKer. Xo, sir; that was about three weeks before. 

Question. How soon afterwards did the second conversation occur when the sheriff 
went with you ? 

Answer. That was some time afterwards, because General Anderson was in Chester. 
I think it Avas about eight days afterwards, anyhow. 

Question. What makes you think it Avas eight days after the first raid, and eight days 
before the second raid 

Answer. I have not kept the dates of these things no more. I have never thought of 
it no more. 

Question. Is y.our mind so confused about the dates that you cannot pretend to say 
anything about them accurately f 
Answer. It is now, sir. 

Question. You say that you predicted the Ku-Klux would come ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And again you said that -was only an opinion of yours ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; my private opinion. 
Question. Did you tell anybody that If 

Answer. I told General Anderson here. I said, the people are so excited, I am afraid 
they will come again. I did not say they would come, but 1 Avas afraid they would 
come again. 

Question. When did you tell him ? 

Answer. The same night I came here. 

Question. You say the expressions of the people led you to think that ? 
Answer. What expression ? • 

Question. The exi)ression wiiich the deputy sheriff used, and the expression of the 
clerk of the court. What expression ? 

Answer. The clerk of the court said he aa'ouM not give five cents for Judge Thomas's 
life, and the deputy sheriff said he would not set his foot any more in the sheriff's 
office. 

Question. Who was the clerk of the court ? • 
Answer. A. D. Spears. / 
Question. Who was the deputy sheriff? 
Answer. Major Van Rice. 

Question. Both are li\ing up there now, are they ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 
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Question. How loDg was that "before the vn-it of habeas corpus was known to be there ? 

Ansiver. It was the same day. When Ihe sherili took the writ over there, they said 
that at the court-house. 

QnesUpn. Yon say the sheriff tohl you he kad the writ of luibeas corjms f 

Ansiver. The sherifi'eame to iiie. He remarked that he had got the -writ, and he said, 
I have got now to answer to these papers. 

Question. What papers } 

Ansicer. I told you that I wrote to General Anderson that I thon<.dit the prisoners 
wonhl tell if they were in C(dumbia ; and then the shtM'iff got a letter from General 
Anderson to inquire of the ])risoners ; and tlien I sent ano'iher letter to General Auder- 
son, and then the writ of habeas corpus was sent. 

■ Question. You say the sheritf — was that the sherilf or the dc^jMity sheriff? 

Answer. It was the- sheriff, Dunn ; he eame there with the writ of habeas eorpu'^, and 
said, I have to answer to the papers ; and he told me to say nothing about it, and I 
requested the same of him. 

Question. Did yon say anything about it? 

Answer. No, sir ; not a word. 

Question. Do you know that Sheriff Dunn called a conf-renee of lawyers that very 
day ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You say he sai(l her wae? goin§ down to Judge Jklunro ? 

Answer. That was the deputy sheriff. He said, we will get a council of lawyers, and 
I will go up now and see Judge Munro, the oldest one. 

Quesiion. Why did you not state a r while ago that the deputy sheriff or the sheriff' 
said he would call a council of lawyers ? 

Answer. 1 had forgotten it. 

Quesiion. You did say he said he would go down to Judge ]\Iunro ? > 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. Excuse me. He did not say that they were going to do it ; he said 
it ought to be done — a council of lawyers ought to be called. 

Qnestion. 1 understand, Mr. Bolt, that you live right opposite the jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It is that frame house, standing on a little rising ground, right in front of 
the jail ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I used to live in the little brick building, which is now a trial jus- 
tice's office, kept by Doctor Kawl^i. 
Question. How far is it ? 

Answer. Two or three hundred yards. You know the ja^ is below. 
Question. Is it opposite the court-house ? 
Ansicer. Almost opposite. 

Question. Do you say it is three hundred yards from the jail ? 
Ansicej\ Yes, sir ; if you go straight down it is three hundred yards. 
Question. Is not the jail within fifty yards of the court-house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and crossing the street, also, it is more. 
Question, Is it not a very narrow streeL f 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; but not up there. 
Question. Does the street widen f 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is not the n??iin street, down by the hotel, a very narrow street ? 
Ansicei'. Yes, sir, in that part of the town, but it widens. " 
Question. Does it widen into a street of more than ordinary width ? 
Aaswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I mean to inquire of you whether your house does not stand opposite the 
court-house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it stands opposite the court-house ; my house w^as on the corner, 
and the court-house a little back from the corner, inside of the square. 

Quesiion. If the court-house is only forty or fifty yards from the jail and on the same 
side of the street as the jail, is it i)0ssible that your house standing opposite is three 
hundred yards from the jail ? 

Answer. I do not know the distance exactly. 

Question. If there were fifty or one Imndred horsemen standing in the street there, 
they would be about your door ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the way I was told they were standing, they vrere nearer the curb- 
stone by the court-house. 

Question. Did they x^ass your house ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they passed it, of course, in the street. 

Question. Did you not understand that they came in from the north on the street on 
the upper side of the court-house ? 
Answer. They came in, I was told, by Mr. Gulp's house. 

Question. I do not know where that is. Did not you understand that these horsemen, 
on that first raid, came from the direction north on the street just above the court-house ? 
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Answer. Ws, sir. 

Oiutiiio}!. Tliat would bo leadiii*? rij^^lit to your house, and tliey would come iutol^laia 
street rij^Iit at your Louse ? 

Aiisivo'. Yes, sir: they had to j)ass my house, of course. 

(Jucsiion. You i^iiy that raid of horsemen took those live men out ; took them away, 
killed two of theiu and v/oiiuded a third, and you would never kuow a breath of it if 
yv»» had not been awakeued by ii friend ^ 

Ji(sn'ei\ Yes, sir; another neighbor, ]Mr. Grant, was not awakeued. 

Qiti'sfiou. Yon say Mr. Wallace lecj nested you to state what you know about makinj^ 
masks 

. tutiwrr. Yt s, sn- : I told him I knew tlie woman who made these masks. 

(Jncsiion. Is it not a fact, and do yon not believe and kuow, that whatever dominoes 
or masks were made there, were made for these fancy balls or masquerades by these 
■women '? 

Am^Wi): Well, they may be ; I have he:ird of a masquerade ball out in the country, 
but I do not know wht^re yn\ Eison was ^coing to send these masks. 
(Jncsiion. Yon Lave not been out there since you came to this town f 
Answcy. Xo, sir. 

Qui'i^tion. You do not know tLat t-viere was one fancy ball, at least, at Dr. Ilerndon's? 

^Inswer. There was one going to be at Dr. Ilerndon's at that time. 

Que.'iiiou. At the time these masks were made ? 

AnsH'cr. Yes, sir. ' , 

(Jneslion. You understood that ? 

Arisicer. Yes, sir. ' 

(Jutsfiou. As an honest man, have yon any other impression than that those dominoes 
or masks were made tor tliis fancy ball ? 

Ausu-tr. Vv'ell, no, I cannot well say ; you know wo have been suspicious of every- 
thing livin^j in such a country and belonging to that party 

(Juc-'^tiou. Is the public mind of the fetate in a delirium x)roduced by all sorts of 
exaggerated reports f 

An}<u-e)\ Y>s, sir ; you are right. 

Qncsiion. Do you ])retend to believe, from what you heard about these masks, that 
they were intended for these Ku-Klux 

Anm-er. No, sir; it was only because they were made the same shape as I was told, 
I never savv' them ; they were the same shape as it was said the Ku-Klux wore. 

(^luaiion. If this y(mng lady and a da,ughter of Mrs. Brock would come before this 
committee and swear it was for no other purpose than for fancy balls you would believe 
it, would you not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who is this colored women, Chris. Page ? 
A)!''iwer. Sim lived in Union. She is here now. , 
Question. Did she tell you they were for Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 
Question. What did she say ? 

Answer. They were talking about the masks the Ku-Klux wore. It was about that 
time, a little after the first raid, and she said we made some masks. 
Question. Did she tell you that at Union Court-IIouse 1 
Answer. Y'es, sir. 

Question. Did she live there then ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. . , 

Question. What is she doing here now ? 

Auifwcr. I do not know ; washing and cooking work. She says me and Mrs. Erock 
and Uannie Brock made some masks for Eisan, and he told us he was going to send 
them to the country. 

Question. Who is' he? 

Answer. He is a merchant there. 

Question. A respectable man ] 

Answer, Y'es, sir. He kept Mr. Kiehardsoii in his house, who was bounded in Chester. 
Con have heard of that, have you not ? 
Question. Xo, sir. 

Answer. It was a young man Avho shot at a colored man in Chester and was brought 
here, and ;Mr. Jackson, chief of the police, was sent after him. They had a raid then 
1 Union, and were going to kill Jackson. 

Question. Why do you say it was the same man ? 

Answer. Yon kuow Jackson came there to arrest that man, and they came out of the 
otel and took him to Mr. Eisau's house. 

Question. 1 only asked who I^Ir. Eisan was, and it did not describe him to say that a 
ounded man was at his house. He is a merchant, is bo ? » 
Answer. Yes, sir; living there now. 
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Question, Then you say this man Smith, who wanted to arrest Yanlue, although you 
gave him no warrant, had a warrant wlien h(^ attempted the arrest / 

Answer. I gave him that same warnml, and lie went with that warrant to that 
house. 

Question. But yon refused to give him one that night? 
Anstvcr. I refused to give him one for Ah^ck Wallier. 
Qnestioii. But you did give him one for Vanhie ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So he had a Avarrant in his possessmn wlien he went to the YeHow House 1 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You say you eame from Cmcionati ? 
Ansicer, Yes, sir. 
Question. Vv^here were you born ? 
Answer. In Germany, in Prussia. 
Question. Were you in the army ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was in the Government department, in Nashville, Tennessee, during 
the war, part of the time. 

Question. I see you have lost an arm ? 

Ansicer. I lost my arm, in Virginia, in a threshing machine. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What Mr. Wallaee ; do you mean the Congressman ? 
Answer. No, sir ; Robert Wallace. 



. , CoLt^MBLV, South Carolina, July 20, 1871. 

ELIZA CHALK (colored) sworn and examined : 

By the Ciiair:man : 
Question. Where do you live now ? 
A^mver. I live in Columbia. 

Question, Did you live in Unionville at any time ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. How long ago ? 

Ansicer. I came down here, I think, about the middle of March last, as near as I can 
recollect. 

Question, Are you the mother of Joseph Vanlue ? 
AnsjLcer. Yes, sir. 

Qiieslion. Were you there at the time he was in iirison, after he was wounded ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I was there all the time. 

Question. After Joseph was wounded, in the attempt to kill him after he was taken 
out.of jail, state w^hether you had any conversation with him, and what he said to you 
about the i^ersous who were there to take him out, and who they were ? 

Answer. Ho did not tell me the name of but one man that was there. He said ho 
knew every one who took him out that night after they had taken him to the old field 
where they shot him, but he did not tell me the name of but one. I would go up to 
the jail every day to see him after they took him out. They wounded him and took 
him back and piit him in the jail again. They had hunted him up and put him in 
again. He said ho would not tell the names of any persons until they brought him 
down here. They feared they would take him out again and kill him, and he did not 
tell me the name of but one man. I did not care about his telling me. He would 
have told me, but I did not want him to tell me. It would bo dangerous, and perhaps 
there might happen something or pther. He told me tho name of one. He was the 
jailer. His name was Tom Hughes. He said he knew he shot him six times. 

Question. How long was that after Ije was shot ? 

Ansicer. I cannot exactly recollect. I did not have much sense then anyhow, I was 
so confused ; but it was four or five weeks. It was just the week before they took hin 
out the last time, he told me. 

Question. Was your son, Josei^h Vanlue, among those taken out and killed at th< 
second raid ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they took him out, the first time, with five, and they killed tw< 
dead and shot him six times, but did not kill him — live times through the arm an* 
once in his left side, and he ran. They did u6t kill him. He went to some one's hous 
tha,t night. He did not come back home: The next day they hunted him up and go 
him, and the three that they did not kill that run they hunted them all up and pu 
them in jail again. 
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Quesiion. After that yoii had this talk -u itli him ? 

Jiisiirr. Yes, sir; after that ho tohl mo, and tlicii it was five or six weeks, I do not 
lijow which, before they took liim out aii^ain. I woiihl «^o up to the jail every moruiii" 
and earry his breakfast and dress his wounds 

(yncntlon. Was llu^^hes the keeper of the jail at the time he told you this ? 

AnbiVd'. lie was not the keeper of the jail the first time, l)ut he was the last time 
they took him. Mr. Kogers kept the jail the first time, and his time was out in a few 
days, and then ^Ir. Dunn had possession of the jail; and Mr. Hughes kept it; Mr. 
I'om. lluj^hes and ^Ir. Lnuuey Hill kept it. 

(Inei^tion. At the time your son tohl you this ? 

Aihsicvr. Yes, sir: Mr. Hup^hes kept the jail then. 

l]y :.lr. ^'a\ TltUMl' : 
Qiivsthn. You say Ik; told you twice f 

Answer. No, sir; lie told me <mee, when Mr. Hutches kept the jail. I spoke of the 
two times Mr. llu«»hes kept the jail when he told me. 

(Juestion. Had you auy couveisatiou with amy other men who were sliot and who 
were there ? 

Answer. Ko, sir. I talked with them, but they would not tell me. They said they . 
would tell no person in Union. They talked about bavin*; them down here for trial. 
They said they would not tell anybody up there, because it might get out, and they 
would take them out and kill them. They said they knew every man. Every time I 
went to the jail the jailer went in with me, and I would not ask them questions about 
anything, but 1 staid once half a day. He happened not to stay up there, and Joe told 
me he knew every man that shot him, and every man in the c ompany, and he said 

Tom. Hughes shot him six times witb Lis double-barreled shot-gun," or something 
He told me, anyhow. 

Question. That is all you know about it ? 

Answer. That is all I know^ about who shot him. 

Question. Do you know auythiug more about the occurrence when they were taken 
out ? " ' 

Answer. Xo,sir; I do not know who took them out. They shot at my house, New 
Y'ear's night. They came there New Year's night and hallooed at the door. Some were 
gone to bed and some were not. 

Question. That was not the night they were taken out of jail ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that was not that night ; that was the night they were put in jail, 

Cy ]\Ir. SxEvrNsox: 
Question. Was your house what was called the Y'ellow House? 

A uswer. Yes, sir ; tliat is the night they took the boys aud put them in jail — ^Ne w-Y^ear's 
night. Wednesday night after that was the first time they took them out of jaLL 
Question. Were you at home w heu they came to the bouse ? 
Answer. Y'es, sir. - 
Question. What happened? 

Answer. They came to the door ; it was Sunday night, I reckon, about 10 o'clock. 
They said, Open the door.'^ Some were gone to bed, some were not. Some of them 
said, Who is there V' They said, " Never mind who it is ; open the door, and every 
God damn one of you come out of here." I got up and started out of bed and took the 
lamp in my hand and started for the door. They said, If you don't open the door I 
will shoot.'' Some of them said, " I am not going to open it," and I set down the lam\) 
on the mantel-piece and pulled the window-curtain to look out. My face was one side 
of the glass, and just then a man outside shot in and just missed my face by a pane of 
glass. I pulled back the curtain on the inside. He shot through from the outside and 
it crossed the bed in the house into the other room, aud they commenced shooting in 
all around the house, and I suppose, while they were shooting, the boys w^ent and got 
their guns and commenced shooting too, but there was not a gun down stairs when I 
carrfe out of the room. 

Question. Which was the first shot ? 

Ansiver. It was that one fired through the iiaiie of glass just as I stepped across and 
pulled the curtain. As 1 got it back I looked out and saw the fetreet^all full of men 
and the shot was fired. Then 1 went right across into the other room, and then they 
Avere shooting all about — I could not tell how many — and some be?iiting at the door^ 
and hallooing, " Let's break the door down and get in and kill every God damn one of 
them." I heard another man say in the street, " That will not do." I heard another 
say, *• Let's break it dowA, aud I am going to kill every God damn one of them." I 
thought they had broken the door down. 

Question, That was Sunday night ? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. Some of them shot out and shot one of the white men ; and after 
the shooting was over they all left the house and went uj) street, and we all went up 
staii-s. Then Mr. Goss and Mr. Isaac McKissick came. They were the first I knew-— 
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Laurens Goss and Isaac McKissick. He came and called at the door, and called for me. 
I did not answer, I was so scared. Then he called my little son that nnrsed his little 
son the year before last. He said, Open the door ; "sve did not come for any liarm." 
He wanted to see if Charley was hurt, and he did not want him hurt. Then I came 
down for Mr. McKissick and opened the door. He said, "'Liza, you know me; I aiu 
not after any harm." I came down, and they came in and sat there awhile and tallied. 
There were two men in the house. They shot my son in the house. One of my sons 
was there in bed in another room. They had shot him. Mr.Goss sai<l, " I will go haclv 
up street and get the doctor to come and get the ball out of his leg." Thomas asked 
him to go. He started and went out a few Uiinntes and came back and told the 
boys to go to jail, lie said, *'A11 that are not hurt must go to jail." Tlie boys would 
knot agree to go to jail. He said, " Go to jail, and I will turn you out in the morning." 
He said, ''Go to jail to-night, to quiet the fuss." I asked him wliat made them come 
here to-night — what were they after. He said, "I do not know what they w(^re after ; 
I suppose they were after the militia guns that were in here." My son that was killed 
belonged to the militia ; he had a gun. I said, *' They did not say anything about the 
guns. If they had asked for the gun, you know they would have got it." He said, '-I 
do not know what made them shoot." Goss snid that. ]\Ir. ^McKissick sat there 
and did not say anything hardly. ]Mr. Goss said, '' Boys, you must all go to jail, and I 
will see that yon don't get hurt." Joe- said, "No, I will not go to jail. If you take me 
to jail yon will take me out and kill me." He said, •' No, I w ill see you slian't." I had 
two sons then, and one of my sister's sons had just come up there to see tlicm on Sat- 
urday. They took them to jail Saturday night. During tlie time he was talking they 

kept coming in the house, and the house was full. I was standing there crying 

Question, Do you mean full of white men ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, the house was full of wl^ito men. The back door was open and the 
front door, and they crowded it all fall. JMr. 13ob Greer spoke first. He caught hold 
of Joseph, and said, ''Come out of here, God damn you; you are my man;" and they 
all took hold of them and crowded them out and took them to jail. 

Question, How many did they take to jail ? 

Ansiver. Three altogether ; my two sons and my sister's vson. 

Question. What was your sister's son's name f • 

Answer. Major Palmer. 

Question. Were those three men in jail at the first raid F 

Answer. Yes, sir. They took my son Joe and my sou Alfred and my sisters sou. 
They were all in one room together. 

Question'. Your son Joe belonged to the militia ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hose company ? 

Answer. Captain Walker's company. 

Question. Did the other two belong or not ? 

Answer. Major belonged ; I do not know whether it was to Walker's company or not. 
He lived on Pea Ridge, but had moved down on Saturda3^ 
Question. Did your other son belong to the company ? 
Answer. No, sir ; Alfred staid in Columbia ; he lived here. 
Question. AYhich of your sons did they take to the jail ? 

Answer. Alfred and Joe. They shot Thomas in the house. They did not take him 
to the jail until the next week. He jumped up out of the bed and ran out into the 
other rooms, and they shot liiui through liis hip. 

Question. Did he belong to the militia comx)any ? 

Answer. No, sir; only one. 

Question. Were all of your sons in jail at the first raid ? 
Answei\ Two sons and my. sister's son. 
Question. Were they all taken out ? 

Answer. No, sir, only Joe. He belonged to the militia, and they took him out. 
Question. On the last raid did they take out any more of your sons but Joe ? 
Ansiuer. No, sir, only Joe, and Alfred belonged down here. 

By Mr. Van Trujip : 
Question. Did you not say x^lfred belonged to the militia ? 

Answer. No, siV; only one— Joe. IMy sister's son belonged to the militia, but I do not 
know that he belonged to Walker's company. He lived on Pea Ridge. Joe belonged 
to Walker's company. 

By i\Ir. Stevenson : % 
Question. W^ere your sons ever tried up there ? 

Answer. No, sir, they never had any trial. After they killed Joe they had no trial of 
that case at all. They just took these six men that were in this scrape about killing 
tiiis man Barney. 
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By Mr. Van Tiujmp : 
Question, Stevens? 

Ansirer. Stevens. These men were tried, bat Joe was not tried. Tbey Lad nothing 
to try him abont, except they^ shot into our house. 

I]y the Chairman : 
Qucsiiou. You mean they did try your other son after Joe was kiHed ? 
Ausircr. No, sir, they jus.t turned them out and said it was no use to have a trial ; Joe 
was dead. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Qncsiion. I understood you to say you came here in March? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
(Jntstion, What time in T^Iarch ? 

Answer. About the middle of March ; it was the next week after court. I cau^t tell 
exactly the time. 

Question. It was about a month after the last raid ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, I think they took them out about two weeks before court. I reckon 
it was about a month. They took them out in Februar;^, and I came iu March. 
Question. You say after your sou Joe was put in jail you visited him every day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Both before and Jifter the first raid on the jail ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. He was put in jail a day or two before the first raid ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, Sunday ni<;ht; and Wednesday ni<;ht he was taken out. 
Question. You had seen him before? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had you seen him from the time he was put in jail until the first raid ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, I did not go up there until after they wounded him, when they took 
him out. 

Question. How long was it after the first raid that you went to see him ? 
Aniiwer. I went the same day after they took him out at night. The next day they 
put him back, and I went. 

Question. Had you heard that they had taken him out ? 
Answo'. Yes, sir, I heard it that morning. 

Question. Did he talk to you about knowing some of these men the first time you 
called to see him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. H«w often did you call to see him before you got to talking with him on 
the subject ? 

Answer. A dozen times before he said anything to me about it. 
Question. Did not you and him talk iu all these times about the occurrence ? 
Answer. No, sir, wo never said anything about it more than to go up there and at- 
tend to him. 

Question. Is it possible that you did not ask your son Joe whether he knew some of 
the men who had committed the violence ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not ask him. The reason was, every time I went to the jail 
the. keeper was with us, and I would not talk anything about it in any way, because 
he might be taken out again. 

Question. Who was the jail-keeper then ? 

Answe^r. Mv. Hughes. Mr. 1 can't think of his name— but the first jail-keeper's 

time was out three or four days after the first raid — Mr. Eogers. 

Question. The first time you called to see your son after the first raid who was tlio 
jailer? 

Answer. Mr. Kogers. 

Question. How many times did you' visit the jail while he was jailer? 

Answer. Four or five times. I know I went there one day, the first day that they 
put him in; the next morning I went there and Mr. Rogers met me at the door, and 
I told him I wanted to go into the jail and see the children and carry them something 
to eat. He said, ^' Which one ?" I said, Joe." He said, " If you want to see Joe, you 
can't go uj) there." 

Question. JoeVanlue? 

AnsxcLT. Yes, sir. 

Question. He is your son ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he says, ''Then you can't go up here if yon want to see Joe." 

Question. W^as that the first time ? 

Answer. No ; the secoud time. 

Question. He had let you in once before ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the\loctor went up the first time, and I went with him. 
Question. Did Mr. Rogers let you in then? 
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Answer. No, sir; the doctor ope aed the door and went u]). He was not there. ITe 
-was up tlie street, 1 reekon. ilr. Ilnp^hes was attending. Mr. Hughes was there at 
the same time Mr. Rogers kept the jail. I went with the doctor and helped tc 
dress him. 

Question. AVas Hughes assisting in keeping the jail wlien you first went there ? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir; Mr. Hughes opened the door with the doctor. 
Question. You heard the news after tlie lirst raid, and you went to ;-'ee your son f 
' yinsu'cr. Yes, sir. 
Question. You saw him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, the next morning. 

Question. Who let you in, Rogers or Hughes f ^ 
Answer. I went with the doctor the first day. 
Question. Who wns in attendance, Hughes or ]Mr. Rogers ? 
Ansiver. ^Mr. Rogers. 

Question. He let you go up with the doctor ? 

Answer. But he did not open the door. lsh\ Hughes opened the door the first time^ 
and I went in with the doctor. Mr. Hughes opened the door. 
Question. What did the doctor go for ? 
Answer. To dress the wounds. 
Question. Did you stay while he was the^e ? 

Answer. Not all the time. I left the doctor up there. I dressed them and left the 
doctor up there, and !Mr. Hughes let mo come down. 

Question. Then, from the first day after the raid, Hughes was there attending the jail f 

Ansiver. Yes,«sir; and the next morniiag I went up there and Mr. Rogers nuit me at 
the door and asked me what did you come for 

Question. You need not state that over again. What time was it that your son Joe 
first told you about knowing some men in that raid f 

Answer. About three or four weeks. 

Question. Who w^as in the jail with you that day wlien the conversation ttiok place I 
Answer. Just the wounded men. 
Question. Who let you in 1? 
Answer. Mr. Hughes. 

Question. Did not ^Ir. Hughes go up there with you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but 1 staid up there. He let me in in the morning and he went up 
and I staid until dinner-time, and Jilr. Hughes locked the door and Avent down, and I 
staid until dinner-time. 

Question. That was the first time ho talked with you about it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, that v»^as the first time Joe talked with me about it. 

Question. How did the conversation commence ? 

Answer. They said they were going to bring them down here. 

Question, How did he know that ? 

Answer, ilr. Dunn had told him that. 

Question. How long after the first raid was that ? 

Answer. I can't tell you exactly, because I didn't pay attention, but it was long 
enough to get well enough to walk about. 

Question. You say you had called eight or ten times ? • ♦ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had called everj' day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, almost every day. Some days I would be at home washing. . 

Question. This raid took- place about the 5th of January. What time in January did 
Joe tell you he knew some of the men who took him out f You say it was about the 
eighth or tenth time that you called on him ; now fix the date as well as you can. 

Answer. I am telling the truth as well as I can, but I can't state the very day. 

Question. If you called almost every day for eight or ten days, about wliat time in 
January did he tell you these names 1 

Ansiver. I can't tell you what time. You must judge from the time, because I tell you 
I took no jiarticular notice ; I was so pestered and confused, and never had no mind 
nor nothing. 

Question. But you say the first time he talked to you about the names, he spoke to 
you about being brought down to Columbia to be tried ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, that was the first time he told me about that. 
Question. Are you sure ? 
Answer. I am sure that was the first time. 

Question. Are you sure that at the first time when he told you of the names he also 
told you they w ere going to be brought down here to be tried ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, that day I staid up there. Mr. Hughes came down and left me up 
there until dinner-time. 

Question. Why did he tell you Jailer Hughes Avas one and would not tell on anybody 
else ? 
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Answer. 1 do not know wliy. Mr. Hughes was mi<;'lity kind to him and mighty good, 
and thoy ^vev<} talking about turning him olF from the jail. 
Oui\stfon. Who were talking about it ? 

Amivtr. The i^eople np there, about turning him ont of the jail, and abusing him and 
Hnying that Hughes was so kind and good to them, they would rather ho should atay 
there than any j^erson else. 

(JncsCiOii. He did say thac ? 

Junn'n\ Yes, f;ir. 

(Jiu'sdou. Although Joe said Mr. Hughes was the first man that shot him ? 

Jmiccr. Yes, sir; he says, I know every man who was in the company, but I am not 
going to tell ; but he said he knew every man in that company. He told mo he knew 
every man who v/as there that night, hut he would not tell the names of the men. 

Qiicslion. Did he say they were all diguised f 

Answer. Xo, sir, he said some were disguised and some were not. He said those that 
stood oil and held the horses were not disguised. 
Question. How far off were they from him ? 

Answer. He did not say how far, but he said they were not disguised. 
Quesiion. Was it not a very dark night f 

Answer. Xo, sir ; the moon was shining. New Year's night the moon shone so bright, 
I looked out and saw the men standing from one side of the street to the other. 
Quesiion. Did you see the company f 
Answer. I saw the men that shot into my house. 

Quesiion. But the company that went to'the jail the first time and took the men out ? 

Ansu'er. Xo, sir, 1 did not see them ; I was telling about the moonshine ; I know it 
was shining, because it was shining so on New Y'eai'^s night. He said the men that 
stood oif and held the horses were not disguised. 

Quesiion. How many of them ? 

Answer. He did not say how many, but he said five or six. I do not remember. 
Quesiion. How many did he say the whole crowd amounted to 'i 
Answer. He did not say. 
, Quesiion. You did say he knew the men who were masked ? 
Answer. I reckon tlie}^ talked to them after they got up there. 
Quesiion. Every one ? 

Answer. He said they talked to him. He said he knew every man. He did not say 
about it being dark. 

Quesiion. How old was ho ? 

Answer. Nineteen on the second day of last May. 
Quesiion. Had he lived with you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he had always lived within a mile and a half of Union ville. 
Question. Did he traA'el about much ? 
Answer. No, sir ; only to hire out. 
Question. Who did he live with ? 

Answer. He belonged to James Ellis ; born and raised with him, and had been living 
with him for the last two years. 
Quesiion. Before his death ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Quesiion. Who had he lived with for two or three years before that f 
Answer. He lived up with Mr. Thomson one year. 
Quesiion. What year ? 

Answer. Dr. Wallace Thomson ; on his plantation, and on the Forest plantation. 
Question. He was a slave boy before the war ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ho live Avith his master then ? 
Answa'. Yes, sir ; he was very small then. 

Question. After the war was over and ho was a free boy, who did he first live with 7 
Anstver. Dr. Wallace Thomson. 

Question. How long ? " 
Ansicci'. Twelve months. 
Question. Where did he live then ? 

Answer. In the village; but he was up on the plantation, about ten miles, generally. 
Qimtion. How long wa^ he there ? 
Answer. About twelve months. 
Quesiion. Who did he live with then ? 

Answer. I do not know who he lived with the next year. The next year he lived 
with Dr, Thomson, and lived on Forest, with ;Mr. Prince. It is a place called Forest, 
the other side of the village ; he lived with them twelve months. 

Question. How far is that from town ? 

Answer. About six or seven miles, I reckon. 

Question. In the same direction with Dr. Thomson's farm ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; sorae of the ^Yay it was. 

Quexiion. How long did he live at Forest ? 

Answer. One year/ 

Question. Where next did he live ? 

Answer. I think the next year he worked abont. 

Question. Abont town '? 

Answer. Yes, sir; then he lived at home about two years. 

Question. Your home ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; where he was raised. 

Question. That was nineteen years ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; nineteen the 2d of May. 

Question. How is it X)ossible Joe eonld know most of these people, they being dis- 
guised, and fifty to one hundred men, when he was a boy raised in that way ? 
Answer. He did not say. 
Question. Did he say how he knew them ? 

Anmvei'. No, sir; only he said they talked to him. He did not say liow he knew. 
Question. Did he say every one talked to him ? 

Answer. He did not say every one talked to him, but said ho knew every man who 
was there. I did not ask him. I never asked him any questions, because when I went 
up to the jail my feelings would be so mueh hurt when he would say anything I would 
commence crying, and I never said anything to him nor asked him anything. 

Question. You say you lived at the Yellow House ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you live there alone ? 

Answer. No, sir; another family lived in another room. I had three rooms; and there 
was an old man, his wife, and two children. 

Question. How many colored men were iu that house that night ? 

Answer. In the whole house 1 The old man in thv. other part of the house was there^ 
with his son. He came there about dark to see him ; then in my part of the house 
were my three sons and my sister's son. 

Question. Were there any strange colored x^eople there that night f 

ifwd'ic'er. Only just them. 

Question. That was all ? 

Answer.. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where were you when Smith and his party came up to the house? 

Ansicer. Sitting in the room by the lire. 

Question. In the front room ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. In the back room ? 

Answer. We did not have any passage. Here was the front room, like that, [illus- 
trating,] and right at the corner there was another room that went into the other room. 
You opened one door and went into the other room. 

Question. Where did Smith approach the house ? 

Answer. In front of the front room, right at the window. 

Question. Were you in the back room 'when they came ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was the first word you heard ? 

Answ(T. "Open the door," they said; and some of them said, "Who is there?" and 
they said again, "Open this door;'^ and some of thein said, "I am not going to open 
it." They said, " Open, or, God damn you, I'll shoot." Then I got up — no, I was stand- 
ing up with the lamp iu my hand. I had got up with a lamp iu my hand to start to 
bed. One of my sons had gone to bed ; it Avas getting late. The one who lived down 
here had been to church that liight. He had just come in from church. I just started 
out with the lamp, but when they said that, I set the lamp down on the mantel-piece 
and went into the front room to the window and pulled back the curtain, and just as 
I pulled it back they shot. I pulled it back on the right, and they shot through the 
side toward the door. 

Question. You say the first shot was fired from the outside party ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You swear that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I told that to every man in Union. I swear that. 
Question. Did you not know that Smith had tol d the parties inside of the house lie 
had a warrant ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he did not speak a word about a warrant. 
Question. Are you sure ? 
Answer. I am sure. 

Question. Are you sure that you, being in the back room, heard everything that was 
eaid in the street in front of the front room ? 
Answer. I did when I was in the front room. 
Question. Did you hear every word ? 
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Jnsfer. I lienrd every word Fpokon first before I went into the bnek room. 
Questio)}. How many men were ontside? 
Auswir. I enn't tell,' because ] didn't go ont. 
(Jiu's1}0)t. Did yon know JSmith ? 

Ansircr. No, siV; I didn't know "Mr. 8niitli. When I got to the window nnd looked 
ont ()f the window the men were all standing aloncj the street. There was no fence to 
the yard. My door stood right on the street, ion went ont of the steps into tho 
street. 

Qucslion. Do yon know who fued the gnn inside of the house that killed Smith? 

Jitstrir, No, sir; I do not know, because when I looked out of this window they shot 
in, and I had to cross the house into a little room at the back of the house. I was in 
the two front rooms. There was one room there and another here [illustrating,] and 
both of them were on the street. It was like a partition ran through here. There 
was the street and there was that room, and that room on the street, and here was u 
back room on the back side of the house. 

Question. You do not know who fired the first gun ? 

AuHiver, I do not. 

Question. How many guns were in the house used ? 
Ansiro'. There were three guns. 

Question. How many guns were used inside of the house that night ? 

AnswiT. I do not know ; I can't te)l you. 

Question, Where were you when the tiring took place f 

Ansirer. In the little back room. 

Question. How soon after the first shot, that you say was fired through the window 
from the outside, was it until the shooting began from the inside ^ 
*Ansurr. I can't tell you. 
Question. Vv^is it right away ? 

Ansicer. 1 can't tell you ; the guns were up stairs. 

Question. Tell about what time the firing commenced from the inside? 

Answer. I can't exactly tell you, because I was not in the room where they were. 
There were two rooms between me and the room where the boys were shooting. Here 
was the front room. 

Question. You need not tell about the rooms again. Who went up stairs for the gnns^? 
Ansn-er. I did not know any guns. I told you I x^assed out of the back room and 
went into a little back room. 

Question. You do not know who got the guns ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. VvTien you got back after the firing, how many did you find? 
Answer. All the boys were up stairs with the guns. 
Question. Did they fire from below or above ? 

Answer. They fired from below, but they went up stairs. They brought the guns 
down. 

Question. How long after that until Mr. Goss and Mr. McKissick came ? 
xinswer. It was not long. 

Question. You say they sat down and talked awhile ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they came in, and Mr. Goss sat down on the chest and Mr. McKis- 
sick sat by the mantel-piece, and they talked. 
Question. Where was your wounded son ? 

Answer. In the room. After the firing was over he came out of the room where ho 
was sleeping. I was hallooing. He said, ''Mother, hush; I am shot." A littlb* after 
tliat the firing ceased and everything got quiet. 

Question. Did the white jieople all go away after arresting one of them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they go away as soon as Smith was shot ? 

Answer. Yes. sir ; they said so, but we inside didn't know anybody was shot outside, 
but everything was quiet ; but still the doors never were opened. We all went up 
stairs. 



Columbia, South Caeolixa, July 20, 1871. 
ALFRED YANLUE (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. Up hero on Arsenal Hill. 
Question, In this city ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, near the fair ground. 

Question. Were you in Unionvillo the night when the attack was made on your 
mother's house ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir, I "svas rif>-lit in tlie same house. 
Question. Wcro yon up there on n visit f 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. I here on Saturday, and that was Sundaj^ ni<>ht. 

Question. Were you taken a prisoner after that ! 

Answer. Yes, sir, Sunday night. 

Quefftion. How loi^^ did you remain there ? 

Answer. Eight weeks. ^ 

Question. Had you any eonversation with your brother Joseph or any of the men 
who were afterwards kiUed as to who were present when the men were taken out of 
jail? 

Answn\ My brother Jop was taken out the first time. 
Question. Were you there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did ^'ou see any persons taking him out ? 

Ansicer. I was there, and saw the Ku-Khix take him out, and Sylvanus Wright was 
taken out at the same time, and Charner Gordon, and there was Aleck W^alker taken 
out the same time. There were five taken out, and two got killed and three got away, 
and on the next day the men went around again to take them up and put tbem back 
in the jail again. 

Question. Did you see any of the Ku-Klux when they came into the jail ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What did they do ? 

Answer. They came in the first time, and they had a list with names on it, a paper, 
and they said, All answer to your names that I call; if you don't I will shoot you 
down." Then they began to call the names. That was when they came in the room 
where I was. My brother Joe was called. They called over the names and th(;n the^^ 
went out. Then they came back in tlie room and called brother Joe — "Joe Vaulue." 
He answered to his name. They told him to walk out. He walked out. 

Question. In calling over the names, whose names did they call ? Did they call yours ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did they call only the names of these five men ? 

Ansivei'. They called Walker's name and Charner's name and Sylvanus Wright when 
they came in my room. 
• Question. W^hat other names did they call in the other room ? 
Ans2ver. I don't know what names they called in the other room. 
Question. Was your brother in the same room with yourself ? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir ; the same room. Then he was taken out and ordered to be shot 
down. 

Question, Were there any other men there who were in the jail on the charge of being 
concerned in the murder of Stevens besides those five who were called out ? 
Answer. Any others in the jail on the same charge ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. Yes, sir; there was Jim Hardy. He was in on the same charge. Sylvanus 
Wright was in on the same charge. 

Question. You have named him. State any others. 
Answer. I was not acquainted with all of them well. 
Question. Do you know h'bw many there were in at that time ? 
Ansicer. There were about fifteen or sixteen in there at the same time. 
Question. On that one charge ? 
Ansicer. On that charge. 

Question, Of those they called the names of only those five that were taken out ? 
Ansicer. They only called the names of those five. 
Question. Go on. 

Answer. Those five were taken out, and there were two of them killed and three 
wounded. My brother Joe was one who was wounded, and Sylvanus W^right was 
another, and Andy Thomson is another. They were put back in the jail and I was put 
there to wait on them. Sylvanus Wright said he knew sixteen of the Ku-Klux men 
who had taken them out to kill them. 

Question. Did he name them ? 

Ansicei\ He named some of them. There was Mr. Dave Gist. He was the Captain 
of the company. And there was Mr. Hughes — Tom Hughes — he is now the jail-keeper ; 
and Mr. Stout Noland, and Mr. Lunney Hill, Mr, Daniel Smith— he is dead— Mr. Rodger. 

Question, What Rodger ? 

Answer. Two of the Rodgers; one is an old man and the other is a young man — the 
old man. 

Question. You say Daniel Smith was dead ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was killed at my mother's house. 

Question. Are you giving the names of those who were there at the jail the night 
they were taken out? 
Ansicer. Yes sir. 
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Question, When was Smith killed ? 

Answer, On New Year's night. 

Question. Did ho die then ? 

Ansic(n\ lie died in a day or two afterwards. 

Question, Was Sylvanus Wright telling you that the same man who was killed had 
been among the Ku-Kluxf 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he say he was there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he say he was there when they were taken out ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Go on. 
Answer. ^Ir Bob Greer. 
()«e6'/io«. Anybody else? 

Answer. Mv. fearby Hawkins. That is all I recollect now. 

Question. Did he tell you the whole sixteen he said he knew ? 

Answer. He didn't tell me the whole sixteen. ^ 

Question. Is that all you remember? ^ 

Answer. There is another name; Mr. Dan Black. 

Question. This is what Sylvanus Wright told you ? 

Ansxcer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Did any of the rest tell you about knowing any of the men ? 

Answe}\ None, only my brother Joe said the same men. 

Question. Do you know where thvse people live that they named to you ? 

Answer. I knew where some of them lived. 

Question. Where did they live ? 

Answer. There is Mr. Kodger ; both of them live right in the town at Union ville. 

By Mr. Van Thump : ^ 
Question. Is Mr. Rodger a Yankee, or what is he ? 

Answer. He is Scotch, I think. There is Mr. Bob Greer lives right there in town, 
and there is Mr. Dan Black lives there in town, and Mr. Dave Gist lived up the country. 
Question. How far up the country ? 

Answer. I don't know exactly; seven or eight miles. My brother out bere can tell 
you the distance. 

By the Ciiairm.\n: 
Question. What brother ? 
Answer. Thomas Vanlue ; he is out here. 
Question. Was lie in the jail too ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they put him in the jail, but Spencer Rice bailed him out. 

Question. He was in the house when they shot ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The Yellow House ? 

Ansxcer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Is this all they told you ? 

Answer. That is all the names I can recollect; there were some names strange to me 
that I have forgotten. 

Question, Did you know anybody that night that came into the jail the first night ? 

Ansicer. I didn't know any one fhat I could specially say. They had on these faces 
and big gowns so I couldn't tell them. 

Question. Did any of them say anything to you ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; they came and asked me my name and I told tlfera. They asked 
me what I was in there for. I told them about the shooting in the Yellow House, 
Tliey asked me was I on the Stevens scrape. I told them I was not, I thought. 

Question. Was anything further said to you? 

Answer. No, sir, only they told me to take my seat. 

Question. Were you there the second night when they came 1 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, that was the night they questioned me. The first night they didn't 
say anything to me. 

Question, I)id you know anybody that was there either the first or second night in 
disguise ? Did you know any of these men ? 
Ansicer, No, sir. 

Question. Had you lived about Unionvillo ? 

Answer. 1 lived there two years ago. I had been living there two years, and I waft 
raised in Unionville. 

Question. Did they say what they were going to do with those men when they took 
them out ? 

Answer. No, sir, they didn't say ; only the last night they came in and my brother 
Joe was lying down. They asked him Avhat was thematter with him. Ho said he waa 

72. t 
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shot. They said, ''What shot you He said, The Kn-Klux." They said, We'll 
shoot you again. Get up !" And they made him get up and tied him and took him 
out. 

Question. Is that all you know about this transaction ? 
An8wei\ Yes, sir ; that is all I can tell about the Ku-Klux. 

By ;Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. How did the boys say they knew these men ? 

Ansicer. They said they knew them by the face and the size. They were well ac- 
quainted with them. 

Question. Were not their faces covered ? 

Anstver. They all wore disguises, so they said, but they saw those faces and the size 
of the men and knew them. 

Question. Did they say whether the men took off .their disguises after thev got out to 
the old field ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, they didn't saj^ that. They said after they got through shooting, the 
captain ordered every man to mount his horse, and when he mounted his horse he 
ordered them to halt, and when they halted, his word that he spoke was : It is done 
here. Leave it right here. Don't carry it no farther." He asked them did thej^ all 
understand, and they motioned yes, and they marched off together. 

Question. How did these boys get away or escape ? 

A)iswer. My brother Joe, the way he came to get away was, when he was ordered to 
the spot — out before these men to shoot him down — he was ordered to turn around ; and 
when they ordered him to turn around he burst and run, and as he run they shot him 
in the side, and his left arm was shot through and through. 

Question. What do you mean by through and through If 

Answer. That is, the ball passed tarough ; the ball didn't stop in his arm ; and he 
made his escape then, running, and got away. 
Question. How many wounds had he in the arm ? 

Ansivei'. He had six or seven in his arm and one in his side. This Andy Thomson got 
s^yfSLj by running. As he run they shot him through the shoulder, but he kept run- 
ning ; and Sylvanus W^right was shot down with the dead, and examined. 

Question. How examined ? 

Answer. They got down and put their ear to his mouth to hear if they could hear him 
breathe, and he wouldn't breathe ; and after they left he got up and left. 
Question, Did he say who examined him ? 
Answer. No, sir; he said one man examined him. 
Question. Did he say what they said after examining ? 

Answer. No, sir, he didn't say anything. They struck a match and examined him, 
and then they all left ; and after they left he got up and made his escape. 

Question. Did you hear anybody inquire either night in the jail there for Jim Hardy '? 

Answer. No, sir, not since the lirst night. The Ku-Klux called his name the lirst 
night. They called his name three or four different times. I heard them outside call 
his name. 

Question. Did they take him out ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Why 

Ansiver. I don't know. They didn't take him out. He was in there, though. 
Question. Was anything said about Matt. Stevens? 
Answe)\ I didn't he-r a word about him the first night. 
Question. How about the second night ? 

Answer. The second night they asked me was I on his scrape. 
Question. Was that all that was said ? 
An8wei\ That is all I heard. 

Quesiio'n. You did not hear about Stevens standing at the door ? 
Ansivcr, No, sir, I didn't hear that. 

Question. How could Dan. Smith be there when he was dead ? 

Ansiver. I don't know, sir. That is what the boys said, that Smith was there. They 
might have made a mistake. That is the tale they told. Probably they must have 
taken him by his size. 

Question. Did they not know that Smith was dead ? 

Anszcer. They knew he was shot. Through the talking they might have made a mis- 
take calling over the names. They called over a good many names, but l^hey didn't tell 
me all they did know. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Questio7i. They did not call over more than sixteen, did they ? 

Answer. They told mo they knew sixteen, but they wouldn't tell me who all they 
did know. 



I 
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Question. But they were not unwilling to talk of the sixteen, including some of the 
best men in that country ? 
Anstm-. They were afraid to tell all the names. 
Question. But they told you sixteen ? 
Answer. They didn't tell me all that were. 

Question. How do you know they would not tell all they did know ? Did they say 
they would not ? 

Jjiswer. They told mo they wouldn^t tell^ but they said if they got a chance to get 
on the stand, they would tell all they knew. 

Question. That is, they would tell more than the sixteen ? 

Aiisiver. Yes, sir ; hut they would not tell me because there were men passing in and 
out, and they were afraid to talk. They told me they were afraid to talk. 

Question. But they were not afraid to talk of the sixteen they mentioned to you ? 

Anstcer. No, sir. They appeared to be afraid, too, because they kept it secret. They 
wouldn't talk it to everybody. 

Question. They were not afraid to say David Gist was one ? 

Answei'. They were afraid to tell everybody, but they told me. 

Question. Why were they not afraid to tell you sixteen, when they were ?ifraid to tell 
you of a good many more that they knew ? Did they explain that ? 
Answer. No, sir; they wouldn't tell all. 

Question. Were you at the Yellow House when Smith was killed? 

Answer. Yes, sir, when he was shot. 

Question. What night was that? 

Ansivei'. That was Sunday night — New Year's night. 

Question. W^hat time of night ? 

Ansiccr. I suppose about 10 o'clock, as near as I could get at it. 
Question. What did they say when they first came up ? 

Answer. They came up to the door and ordered us to open the door. We asked who 
it was. They said, " Never mind, open the door. " We told them we were not going 
to open the door until they told their names. They said, " You won't, ha ? " Wo 
said, "No," not until they told who they were, and they just commenced to fire into 
the house, and after they commenced firing we comence'd firing. 

Question. Right away ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, after they had shot several shots. 
Question. How many of you boys were in the house ? 

Ansicei'. There was myself, my cousin 

Question. Who was he ? 

Ansicer. Major Palmer — and my two brothers, Joe Vanlue and Thomas Vanlue. 
Question. Four of you ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many guns had you ? 

Ayiswer. We had three guns that would shoot, and one was not in service 

Question. An old one ? 

Answer. YeSj sir, out of fix. 

Question. Were those three Winchester rifles ? 

Answer. They were militia guns. 

Question. Were they rifle-muskets to shoot rifle-balls ? 

Ansjver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And minie-ball ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and cartridge-ball. 

Question. A long coj)per ball f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Each of you had one ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Three had minie-ball guns and one had an old worn-out musket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. It was not in service. 

Question. Are you certain which party commenced firing ? 

Answer. O, yes, sir ; I am certain who fired the first fire. 

Question. Did you know any of the i)ersons outside ? 

Ansicer. We knew some of them. 

Question, Did you know Smith ? 

Answer. I am mighty well acquaiuted with Smith. 

Question. Did you know he was there that night I 

Answer. Not until after ho shot. 

Question. Did you not hear his voice ? 

Answer. His voice ? I didn't know his voice from the rest of the voices. 
Question. Do not you'recoUect that Smith, some time before the firing, said he had a 
warrant for some one in the house ? 
Ansicer. I don't remember anything about it. I never heard any one speak to say, 
I have a warrant." 
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Question, flow many shots were fired from the outside before you began ? 
Answer. I don't know exactly how many, but they fired a good many balls. 
Question. They fired a good many balls before you began f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You stood there with yonr guns in your hands ? 
Answer. No, sir, they were not in our hands. 
Question. Where were they ? 
Answer. Up stairs. 

Question. Had you the guns down stairs before they commenced outside ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When did you get them down ? 

Answer. We run up stairs and got the guns as soon as they began to fire, and they 
had all that time to fire. 

Question. Did you hear them firing as you went up stairs and before you came back f 

Answer. Yes, sir j they commenced firing before we started, and kept firing, and theu 
we commenced. 

Question. Why did not you let them in ? 

Ansiver. Because we didn't think they were after anything good at that time of 
night. 

Question. There was a terrible tragedy enacted before that ? 
Answer. Stevens was killed Saturday night, and this was Sunday night. 
Question. When these men came there and asked to get in, why were you so deter- 
mined to keep them out ? 
Ansicer. Because they didn't speak like they were after anything good. 
Question. How did they speak ? 

Answer. They spoke at the door, " Open the door." We asked who it was. 
Question. Was there anything else ? 

Answer. That is the reason we didn't think they were after anything good. They 
didn't speak in reference to that like they were after anything gocil. 

By the ChairMxVN : 
Question. You asked who they were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and they wouldn't tell us who they were. If a friend came to your 
house and you asked who ho was he would tell you, if he was after anything good. 

By Ut. Van Trump : 
Question. You say you had lived at Unionville some time ? 
Answer. I was raised there. 

Question. And you saw as much of these men who had masks on, the first time they 
came to the jail, as any other, did you not? 
Ansiver. I saw these men that came inside. 
Question. That is all that Joe and the others saw ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had as good an opportunity to see them as they had ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; the same. 

Question. Having masks on, you did not know them ? 
Answer. I didn't know them. 

Question. You do not pretend that you knew any single man that came into the 
room? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How is it, then, that Joe and these other boys could have named a good 
many more if they had not been afraid? How had they a better opj)ortunity thau 
you, if you were raised there ? Was Joe older or younger than you ? 

Ansiver. He was younger than I was. 

Question. How old are you ? 

Ansicer. Last I^Iarch I was twenty-seven. 

Question. Last March Joe was but nineteen, was he ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember exactly how old he was. My mother kuows. 

Question. Yet this boy of nineteen could know sixteen of those men and many more, 
having no better opportunities than yquj who had been raised in that county, and you 
could not tell one ; is that so ? 

Answer. Well, that is so when they were taking them out; but they had them in tho 
old field. They didn't tell me they knew a man that came in the jail and took them 
out, but they told me these men they saw when they had them out in the old field ; 
they knew them then. 

Question. Did they say where it was they first knew them ? 

Answer. They told me they knew them after they took them out to the old field. 
Question. Why did not you state that before when you were examined by the chair- 
man? 

Answo'. Didr't I state that tbey knew them f 
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Question. You stated that they knew sixteen, an(J counted them. 
Ansiver. I don't remember of his asking me the question that the boys knew them in 
the jail. 

Question. You say when they came the first thing was, they had a list of the parties 
they were seeking for? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qucsiion. And read it over? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many of them spoke ; was one man speaking for all of them all that 
time, or did all of them speak at dilferent times ? 

Answer. No, sir; all did not speak, because the man that had the list was the man 
that did the talking. 

Question. You say Joe said that when they got out there they ordered him to a cer- 
• tain spot ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And a number of men were drawn up to shoot them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; six men. 

Question. When he got to the s^^ot they ordered a halt, and turned around ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And just as they told them to turn around he turned aud ran? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Aud then they fired six shots ? 

Answer. I don't know how many shots. 

Question. How many times was he hit ? 

Answer. One ball in the side and six or seven in his arm. 

Question. Did he say they just fired a volley after him — all of them, or just one man ? 
Answer. He didn't say how many. He said they fired after him as he broke aud 
run. 

Question. Did he say what particular man or men fired ? 
Answer. He didn't call no particular one that fired ? 

Question. You had a conversation with Joe a number of times, while in jail with him, 
about these men ? 
Ansicer. I didn't talk much to him. 

Question. Did he ever talk to you about who these men were but once, or did he talk 
oftener ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; more than once. 

Question. Were you there when your mother was there, and he told on some parties? 
Answer. My mother was in there now and then, but I was not in the same room 
every time with her. 

Question. Were you there when Joe was talking to her about who the men were who 
came to the jail the first night ? 
Answer. I was not in the same room she was in. 

Question. Were you, at any time when your mother -vasited there, with her and Joe 
when Joe was talking about the men who had come there ? . 

Answei\ Yes, sir ; I was in there the same time my mother was, but, mind you, Joe 
was lying down on the pallet, and my mother was sitting down right beside him. 

Question. You were in the room ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but there was a big hall-room, and I jDassed out and in. 
Question. You were allowed to attend on him ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were not there all the time your mother was there ? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; I was outside of the room often. 
• Question. W^re you in Joe's room at any time when Joe and his mother were talking 
about the men that he said he knew ? 

Answer. No, sir; I never Vv'as in there when they were talking about that. 

Question. How often did you and Joe talk, or you and the other men talk, or Joe and 
the other men talk, when you were present, about how many men they knew I 

Answei'. Well, they were talking pretty often. 

^ Question. But any time that Joe talked to you about his being taken out that first 
night, and knowing the men that took him out, and who shot him the first night ? 
Answer. He didn't tell me who shot him. 

Question. But he said, when they ordered him to turn around, he ran, and they shot at 
him a volley ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He didn't tell me particularly who shot him. 

Question. Did he ever tell you that Thomas Hughes, the jailer, alone shot six shots ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he never told mo so. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. Did you know Mr. David Gist ? 
Answer. I was not well acquainted with him. 
Question, Do you know who he is ? 
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Anstcer. Yes, sir ; I know him wlien I see him. 
Question. Who is his father ? 

Answer, I understand from what I hear that ex-Governor Gist was his father. 
Question. How far is it from the jail to the old field ? 
Answer. It is a mile — a good mile. 

Question. Did you see the wounds made by those shots which were fired into your 
brother's arm ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they appear to have been made by one gun ? 

Answer. Some were small and some were large ones ; some wounds were smaller than 
the others. 

Question. Were they near together, as if they had all come from one gun ? 
Answer. They were only a few inches apart. 
Question. Were they above or below the elbow ? 

Ansiver. They were just below the elbow. They were pretty thick together below 
the elbow. 

Question. Did it appear to have been made by a shot gun, or how ? 
Answer. It looked like pretty large balls, from the scars. Some of the scars were as 
large as my finger. 

Question. Did it look like as if made by the discharge of a shot-gun — no matter 
whether buck-shot or what — did it appear to have been made by the discharge of a 
shot-gun ? 

Answer. I can't say it was a shot-gun ; only some of them ajipeared to be like it might 
have been a shot-gun. 

' By the Chairman : 
Question. Were any of the balls taken out of his arm ? 
Ansiver. No, sir j there didn't any balls stop in liis arm. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Did Joe say, when they told him to turn, aud he then began to run, that he 
ran towards the men that were drawn up to fire at him ? 
Answer. No, sir ; he didn't say that. 

Question. How would he know, then, which of the six, or whether all of the six, fired 
him ? 

Answer. He didn't tell me who fired at him. 



Columbia, South Carolina, Juhj 20, 1871. 
CHRISTINA PAGE (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairm^vx : 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Ansicer. I am living'here now. I came here from Union about three weeks ago. 

Question. How long had yon lived in Union ? 

Answer. I had been living there five years, Christmas. 

Question. W^hat business were you in ? 

Answer. Sewing, washing, and ironing. 

Question. For whom did you sow ? 

Answer. For a good many people in Union — I don't know who all — for Mrs. Gibbs 
and for a good many gentlemen there. I didn't sew for any one in x)articular. 
Question. Did you ever make any disguises ? 
Answer. I made some disguises for parties. 
Question. Who for ? 

Answer. I made one for Mr. Jim Rodger. I made one for J ohn Gist. 
Question. Did you make any for any others ? 

Answer. I helped Mrs. Brock make a great many. They had a large party 1 

By :Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where? 

Ansiver » They had a party at Dr. Boyd's and a party at Dr. Hern don's. 

By Mr. STEVE:jfSON : 
Question. When was the party at Dr. Boyd's ? 

Ansiver. I don't remember what time it was now, but they were made. The first 
dominoes were for the party at Dr. Boyd's. 
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Question, ^yas it before or after Christmas ? 

Anstvcr. It was before Christmas. 

Question, Where is Dr. Boyd's ? 

Jnsiixr, l^p in Uniou. 

Question. In the town? 

Answer, Yes, sir. - 

Question. Who was it you said made a great many t 

Jnswev. Mrs. Brock made some for the party. 

Question. How many did she make ? 

Answer. I don't remember how many. They had a good many made. I don't know 
who did, Avho all had them made. A good many gentlemen hail them made. A good 
many gentlemen had them made from the country. 

Question, Some gentlemen who lived in the country ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. About how many did she make ? 

Ansicer. I declare I can't tell you. I know they made a good many; I helped them 
myself. I was up there, and it took late in the night. We made a great many. 
Question. Was it twenty or lifty ? . 

Answer, No, sir; it was not fifty, because they had a good many where they had 
parties a good while ago. Maybe we made six or seven that day, I don't know how 
many. 

Question. JIow d'd you make them ? 
Answer. Did you ever see a loose gown ? 
Question. Yes, 

Answer. They were made like a gown to put over your shoulders, that came down as 
far as my dress does. 

Question. Down to your feet ? 

yinswtr. Yes, sir. 

Question. How about the head ? 

Answer. They were made with a band fastened right in front, and then a handkerchief 
doubled and put over the face, so that if you were dressed up in these clothes and came 
here no one would know who it was. It was made folding a handkerchief in this way, 
[the witness illustrates by folding a handkerchief in the manner indicated,] folding it 
up so that it would look like a t&ee-coruered handkerchief, with eyes and mouth cut 
in il. 

Question. You would fold a square piece of cloth so that it would be three-cornered 
and then cut the holes for the eyes, nose, and mouth ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; the ui)per part of the corner would be a stiff piece of cambric and 
stand up above the head. 

Question, Like a horn ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were these disguises worn at the parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They had a large party at Dr. Boyd's and one at Dr. Herndon's. 
Question. What was the color of the clotli ? 

Answer. Some yellow, some black cambric, some green. They had them all colors. 
The ladies had a good many made, too. 

Question. What did they call these disguises made for the gentlemen in that way ? 
Answer. Dominoes. 

Question. Was there anything said about Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. No, sir; I never heard anything about Ku-Klux. 

By the Chaik^i^vx : 

Question. Had you ever known disguises of that kind to be made before that ? 
Ansicer. No, sir: I never helped to make any before that party. 

Question. Had you been in the habit of sewing for masquerade balls before that time? 
Answer. No, sir ; but the ladies might have had them there. That was the first I 
ever helped to make. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Were any of these made for a merchant there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; some gentleman. The merchant wore them. 
Question. But for merchants to sell ? 

Answer. No, sir; not as I know of. I don't know anything about any made to sell. 
I know the night wo had the ball we set up very late at Mrs. Brock's. I was there. 
Several gentlemen from the country came there and had them made, and then went 
over from there. It was a large party. 

By ^Ir. Vas Tru^ip : ♦ 
Question. You came here about three weeks ago ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question. To live ? • 
Answer. Y'es, sir. 
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Question. Who are you living with ? 
Answer. I am keeping house myself. 
Question. A married woman ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. You had lived at Union some time before that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When was this first party at Boyd's ? 

Answer. I don't remember. I think it was before Christmas. It was not very long 
before Christmas. 

Question. Was it before the holidays ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They had the party at Dr. Herndon's, too, before Christmas. I 
know it was, because they had a great deal of disturbance. The colored people had 
gone out, and they said they killed Matt. Stevens. I know all the parties were over 
before that. 

Question. Had you never heard of a domino party before that first one at Boyd's ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I don't know whether they had one or not. They might have had 
some there. 

Question. But that was the first one when you were called upon to make dominoes. 
You know there was a party at Boyd's t 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and at Dr. Herndon's. I know that. 
Question. Were not these dominoes made for ladies, too ? 
Answo'. Yes, sir. « 
Question. You say Mrs. Brock seemed to be hurried to get them done that night ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you went to assist her ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And they made, that night, six or seven ? 

Answer. No, sir ; we finished them up and they went from the house to the party. 
Question. Did you make six or seven that night? 

Answer. During the day and night we made six or seven ; we had a machine to make 
them, and just basted them. 

Question. You were occupied at it late at night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How late ? 

Ansicer. About 8 o'clock, I reckon. 

Question. Was that before the party ? 

Answer. No, sir; the night of the party. They wanted them earlier than that, but 
we could not get them done. 

Question. What became of the dominoes after that ; do you know ? 

Ansiver. No, sir; I guess they kept them. 

Question. How many ladies' dominoes did you make ? 

Answer. I think wo made four ; one for Mrs. Widow Gist, and one for Mrs. Gertrude 
Gist, and one for Miss Lottie Sims, and I declare I don't know who all we made them 
for ; some ladies from the country. 

Question. Who came to see you about what you knew in reference to making these 
dominoes ? 

Ansiver. No one, sir, until this gentleman (Sergeant-at-Arras) came there this morn- 
ing and told me to come here. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. Were the disguises for the ladies made in the same style as those for the 
men ? • * 

Answer. Yes, sir. 



Columbia, South Carolina, July 20, 1871. 

JOHN A. CREWS sworn and examined. 

By the Chairinian : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. Laurens is my home. 
Question. Are you living there now ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How long have you been away from there ? 
Answer. Since somewhere about the last of last October. 
Question. What were you engaged in before you left there ? 

Answer. I cannot exactly state what I was doing. I was at home staying through 
the summer. 

Question. Were you going to school ? 
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Ansicn'. No, sir; I was not going to school. I Lad been running on the railroad 
awhile before. I was at homo then. 

QucstioiK What caused you to leave home ? 
Ausii'cr. The disturbed condition of the county. 

Question. What was that disturbed condition of the county owing to? n 
Ansivcr. It was owing to the riot which had taken lAtxce at Laurens on the 20th of 
October last. 

Question. Were you there at that time ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I was in the town. 

Question. Tell, as brieHy as you can, what you know of the origin of that not and 
what you saw of it. 

Answer. I guess it was about 12 o'clock, on the 20th of October, when the firing began. 
I don't know exactly how it began, because I did not see it right close to it. I was olf 
some distance. I noticed a great many white men were running out in the public 
square with Winchester ritles and guns, and making threats and yelling. There seemed 
great excitement, and I saw colored men running. I was at the time in the i)ost office, 
and my father was in there with me. I told my father I had heard them calling for 
him, inquiring where ho was, and had heard two or three say that if he had gone uj) 
he would be killed. They inquired to fmd out where he was, I suppose, so they could 
kill him. I told my father ho had better leave. He didn't seem to want to leave. I 
told him he must do it, and he ran down across the depot lot, and was tired at two or 
three times. I don't know where he went after that. I saw him cross the street. I 
saw that there would be a general row, that is, they would bo looking for us, and we 
could not save ourselves except by leaving. The postmaster was out, and a young man 
who had been elected probate judge, in the election, came down stairs. I suppose he 
was up stairs. I was told so. He asked me what was the matter. I told him I thought 
they had killed two or three of the constables. I supposed they had then, because the 
liring was right in the court. 

Question. What was tho name of this young man who had been elected probate 
judge ? 

Answer. Volney Powell. I told him I thought we had better leave there; that they 
would look for us, and if they found out we were there they would kill us, and I x^ro- 
posed to him to leave the place right away. We ran to the back window of the xiost 
otlice and jumped out, and ran across the lots, down across a creek, and went out on 
the railroad, and about three miles from town we stopped in the woods, and staid there 
an hour, I guess, perhaps more or less, and he proposed to me to go back in town. Wo 
could hear the tiring back in the town all the time. We could hear the guns one right 
after the other. There seemed to be a great deal of firing. He proposed that we should 
go back a^s near town as possible and tind out what we could. Ho went back and left 
me and told me he would go back ; for me to wait for him ; that he would tr\' to get 
something for us to eat if he could. Ho had had no dinner and I had had no breakfast. 
He went back to town, at least he told me so, as near town as he could, and he saw 
that he could not get into tho place with any safety, possibly. He said the roads were 
picketed and guarded and a ]»erson could not go nor come ; that they stopped him. 
When he came back he had two or three colored men with him ; I don't remember how 
many exactly, because I did not notice that much. I was with them, though, a good 
while, but can't remember now how many where with him. At any rate, three or four. 
He theu said to me — I guess tiiat this time the sun was half an hour high — he x^'o- 
posed to me then to start for Newberry. He said he thought we could get to Newberry 
that night, and I knew if we could get to Newberry we could get to Columbia, because 
I could get a crank-car or an engine to go through to Columbia and let the governor 
know of the trouble. He prox^osed to me to start out for Columbia, and we started off. 
I told him we had better wait until night ; that I thought there would be some 
risk starting olf on the railroad ; that we should be seen very often, and there being 
several of us together we might attract some attention, and people would notice us, 
esx:>ecially being some colored men and some white, and they knew me all over the 
country ; I said, " We had better stox^." He said if I would not go he would go on. I 
let him go on a little piece, and then concluded I would go with him. I thought he 
knew more than I did. He was older and I would trust to him. We went down the 
railroad track unti?!. we got about a few miles below Laurenstown. We met the crank- 
car returning from Newberry with the mail and two passengers, and I noticed that the 
passengers had Winchester rifles; that is after they stopx^ed. I saw the crank-car com- 
ing, aud he proposed to me to stop t'le crank-car and take the two hands off. We knew 
the hands, and had some confidence in them, and thought we could tell them the secret ; 
to tell them to take the mail on to Lain ens and then come back with the crank-car 
and take us to Newberry, That was what Powell xiroposed. When wo came to the 
crank-car, I told him we had better go into the bushes and let one of the colored men 
stox^ them. We noticed there were some men on board. We got in the bushes and the 
colored man tried to stop the car; but they would not stop it for him, and Powell 
jumped out and told them to stci^, t^^^y stopped it, and some of the white men 
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asked him what authorifcy he had to stop the car. He told them he wanted to speak to 
the cok)red man who turned the crank. He said something to them, and one of them 
was intoxicated and drinking, and he talked to him awhile, and I think he promised 
him to bring the crank-car hack. 

By Mr. Van Tkump: 
Question. Who was intoxicated ? 

Answer. The colored man who was turning the crank. We started on. We thought 
we would go on down the road, and in case they came hack with the crank-car tCey 
could catch up with us. We went down the road I guess two miles farther and we 
thought we could sit down and rest. It was after dark, or about dark. We got in the 
corner of the fence and sat awhile. By this time there was seven or eight in the 
crowd altogether. We sat down in the corner of the fence and talked awhile — 
Powell and myself— and a colored man came along, I suppose ; I don't know how he 
came to find out we were there, but he came up to me and inquired who I was and 
called my name. I told him yes, it was me. He says^ Well, I thought they had killed 
you." I told him no. He said he had heard so. I asked him about the condition of 
things down around the place there where he was, near Clinton ; had they hurt any- 
body down there yet, or had any one been killed. He told me he didn't know. Some 
one proposed to him — I think it was Powell — that he should go up to his house — he 
lived nearby— -and get us something to eat and bring it to us. He sent a little boy up 
to his house, or up to a house ; I supposed it was his ; he lived near there any way. 
The little boy went up — not a small boy, but not a grown man. We told him, though, 
before he went, to catch us down the road. We had made up our minds to go down the 
road, and we told the boy he would overtake us down the road, and we walked down 
the road, not exactly toward Newberry, but our intention was to go to Newberry. This 
colored man told us if we went this road we would go around Clinton. We didn't 
like to go through there, because Ave thought there ^Vould be a crowd there, and our 
intention was to go around Clinton. He told us if Ave would go this road it would be 
about three miles out of our way, but we would bo perfectly safe. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Suppose you tell us what actually did occur? Do not tell so much of what 
you thought and intended. 

Ansicer. We went down the road and got about a mile and stopped by the roadside, 
to wait for this colored boy to come with something to eat for us. We sat there hfteeu 
or twenty minutes or so, and some one looked down the road and saw somebody coming, 
and one, I don^t know who, said, "The boy is coming with the bread, and two or three 
others with him." We never noticed until they came right upon us. I think there 
were four white men armed. They came up in fifteen or tAventy feet of us before I saAv 
them. They thrCAV up their guns to their shoulders and cried out, Who are there ? " 
Mr. PoAvell jumped up and told them Avho he was, and that we didn't have any arms-^ 
at. least, he said he didn't haA'c any. They inquired what he Avas doing there and Avho 
the others Avere. They began to look around and came to me. I AA^as the last one they 
came to, and inquired my name. A man came to me. He saw me and knew me — a young 
felloAV I had known all my life — and as quick as he saw Avho I Avas he Avanted to shoot 
me riglit off. He drew his gun up to his shoulder. 

Question. Who Avas he ? 

Answer. James Copeland. Some of the other young Avhite men Avitli him told him 
not to, and he didn't. We staid tliere fifteen or tAventy minutes in the road. A crowd 
came up of forty-live or fifty, as many as that, on horses, and then Ave were taken by 
these men on horseback to within five miles of Laurens. 

Question. Were these white men on horses ? 

Ansu'e)\ Yes, sir,* I thought I saw all that Avero white that I could tell after night. 
Question. Hoav far off Avere you from Laurens Avhere Ihey found you? 
Ansiver. I guess about seven miles and a half or eight miles. They carried me back 
to within five miles of Laurens. 

By IMr. Van Tru.mp : 
Question. You, or you and Powell also ? 

Answer. Powell was Avith mo and tAvo of the colored men that I saw, and if there 
was any more I don't know. They carried me back to Avithin about five miles of Lau- 
rens, and there avo met, it seemed, about one hundred and fifty more — a large body of 
men armed. 

By the Chairman: 
Question. On horseback ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they stopped in the road. I was in the crowd then," right among 
them. They did not seem.to notice my being there much; but at the same time they 
were all around me. Occasionally some one Avould curse to me or say- something to me. 
They carried Powell and these two colored men out of the crowd — carried them oli 
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some distance from the main body of the men. I was in the crowd and heard them 
talking. I overheard two or three of them talking what they had done, saying who 
they had Idlled and what they had done, giving au account "of what they had been 
doing. 

Question. AVhat was it? 

Ansircv. They said they had killed one or two negroes at Laurens ; that they had 
not caught my fjither, and so on. 

Quesfion. Don't say, " and so on." Tell us what yon remember they said. 

Ansircr. They carried me. A man came up to me and says, "Come with me." I said, 
" Well." I followed hini*out, another man besides himself too. They carried mo out 
into the woods. Both were on horses. There was a railroad-eut right along in the 
woods. They carried mo out by the railroad-eut. They stopped mo and asked for my 
watch and all that I had. I pulled out my watch and chain and hauded them to this 
man that asked me for it, and gave him my money, my i)ocket-book. They then told 
me to step out. I stepped l)ack two or three steps. They had revolvers in their hands. 
They then concluded, I suppose, to carry mo olf farther. They told me to walk on.. 
They started off on their horses and carried me still farther from the main road, and 
carried me right to the edge of the railroad-cut. It was pretty dark where we were. 
The pines were very thick. They told me to stand out there. They had two horses 
that were a little wild, and whenever they would put their arms out as if they were 
going to shoot, the horses would jump. They could not get them to stand steady, I 
kn(^w the horses, too, that they were on. They belonged to the State. 

Question. To the State ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir, to the State constabulary. They told me to stand out. I stepped 
out. They leveled up their revolvers twice, I think, at me, and whenever they' would 
throw out their arms their horses would jump so they could not fire. I noticed that, 
and looked around to see whether I could not get a chance to escape, and I noticed I 
was right on the cut, and I knew the only way I could do was to jump down in the 
cut. i thought that I would fall right on the ground and then slide and jump and sort 
o' roll down. Just the moment before they fired — for they fired anyway after I fell — 
I dropped right on the ground and just rolled down into the railroad track and jumped 
up and ran up the bank on the opposite side and ran over through the woods. I think 
they tried to catch me again, from what I could hear. I ran about half a mile and 
stopped and listened, and I heard a volley of thirty-five or forty shots. I then went on 
through the woods and wandered all night. I don't know where I went, hardly; I 
could not tell. At any rate, I made my way back to within a mile of Laurens and got 
into a colored man's house about daylight, next morning, and I staid there. This, I 
think, was on Fridaj^ morning. I staid there from Friday morniug.until Monday after- 
noon. Late in the afternoon the troops came to town, and I could see them, and I 
came out of the place where I was in the colored man's loft and went to the troops. 
I slipped into the officers' quarters. I talked with the men, seeing the men, some of 
them, so I could tell how they were disposed. I found one man I thought I coul^ 
place confidence in, and he went right off and told the officers I was there, and they 
asked me to slip into the room, and I slipped in and staid there with them until a 
little while before day, and then slipped out and slipped off up home, about three-quar- 
ters of a mile up town. I went in and found my father at home. My mother was 
looking for me. She knew I was not killed. I had sent her a note before, I staid 
there. I can't remember now how long I did stay, but a day or so. 

Question. Was there any more disturbances after that? 

Ansicer. Not that I know of. 

Question. WTiat became of Powell j was he killed ? 

Answer. Powell was killed. I didn't see him killed. 

Question. How do you know he was killed ? 

Answer. I know it by the people telling mo so. 

Question. Was he buried ? 

Answn\ His remains were taken to Ohio. 

Question. How did you learn that he was killed? 

Answer, I was told by colored meu that he had been kill(?d. 

Question. By whom and where? You say you left Uim there where they took liim 
away from you. Did you see him afterward ? 
Answer. No, sir, I never did. 
Question. Was there a colored man with him? 
Answer. There was a colored man killed also. 

Question. Was it your information that he was killed at that time you spoke of hear- 
ing a volley of thirty-five or forty shots ? 

Ans%cei\ I don't know that he was killed at that time. He was killed that night. 
His body was found next morning, I have been told. 

Question. Where was he taken to? 

Answer. His body was found near where I got away from them? 
Question, Was he buried there or brought back to Laurens ? 
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Anstver. His remains were taken back to Laurens and put in a case, and sent home 
to bis parents in Ohio. 

Question, Did you know any of these men, except the young man you spoke of, that 
came up to you ? 

Aimvcr. Yes, sir ; I knew some of them, one of the men that fired at me ; the man I 
delivered my watch and my money to. 
Question. Who was he ? 
Ansicer. S. D. Garlington. 
Question. Where does he live ? 
Ansii'ei\ In the town of Laurens. 

Question. What reason, if any, was given for this proceeding against you ? Wliat did 
they say to you ? 
Answer. They did not tell me that. Thoy cursed me. 
Question. What did they say in cursing ? 

Answer. They said I was a G — d d — n radical, and that, if I was not one, I would be 
one some time and would vote. 
Question. How old are you ? 

Answer. I am near twenty-one, hut not twenty-one. They said I had done several 
things they didn't like, I had taken part in politics in the county, what I could with 
the colored people, and they cursed me on. account of my father's course ; that my 
father was a radical and I must be too. 

Question. Was your father a member of the legislature from Laurens County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you born and raised in that county ? 
Answer. Born and raised, sir. 

Question. Does this give us all you know about the difficulty at Laurens ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, all that I know. 

Question. Have you given us the beginning of it, according to your observations ; about 
12 o'clock that day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You do not know what preceded it in the morning f 
Ansicer. No, sir; 

Question. Were there any guns at your father's house ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Belonging to the State militia? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long had they been there ? 
.Answer. I can't ejiactly say; some time. 
Question. Had any of them heeu given out ? 
Ansiver. Given out to whom ? 
Question. To the militia. 

Answer. None of them had been given out. The militia would drill with them occa- 
sionally ; parade with them. 

Question. Was your father's house the place where they were deposited ? 

Answei\ There were some not in our house, but on the place. They were not depos- 
ited in my father's residence, but they had some guns on the jilace. 

^lics/iow. For what purpose? 

Ansicer. They were kept there, stored. 

Question. Had you anything to do Avith it ? 

Ansicer. I would go around to the militia drillings, organizing the colored militia in 
in the State ; I did that. I was paid for that by the State. 

Question, Did the thing occur in Laurens the day after the election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had there been any disturbance at the election itself? 

A7isicer. I don't think anybody was hurt, of my own knowledge. There was a great 
deal of excitement, from what I could see. 

By Mr. Stevenson ; 
Question . Were any other bodies found than that of the probate judge ? 
Anstccj\ 1 only know what I have been told. 
Question. Tell what you know ; what you have been told ? 

Answer. There was another body found near him, too — the body of William Riley. 
Question. Who was he ? 
Answer. A colored man. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. That is the negro man you mentioned a while ago ? 
Answer. This is the same negro man that was found. 

By Mr. Stevenson ; 

Question, Do you know, from information, how many were killed during that riot ? 
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Arsinr, I can only tell you what I beard of it. 
Qmstion. That is What I ask for. 

Ansivir. Volney Powell, probate judge, William Riley, and William GrifBn. 
Question. Who was he ? 

Ansirev. A colored man ; all were colored men except Powell, William Fleming, Abo 
Jones, and there was one or two more I can't remember the names of now. I can't 
remember the names of some others I have heard of. 

Question. How many in all ? 

Jnsurr. I don't remember now. 

Question. How many did you hear had been killed ? 

Jnsurr. I have heard twelve or thirteen ; that is what I have been told. 
Question. Do you mean there at the town ? 

Answer. No, sir, not in the town, but in different parts of the county. 

Question. Has there been any whippings in that county ? 

Answer. Xot in the last year and a half, that I know of. There was in 1668. 

Question. Do you know of any, from your information ? 

Answer. I don't know of any. 

Question. Since the last election has there been any whippings? 

Answer.' Iso, sir, there has been no whippings to my knowletlge. 

Question Were any of these colored men, you mention as having been killed, office- 
holders or candidates ? 

Answer. I don't know of but one candidate being killed, and he was elected. That 
was Powell. ^ 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You are a son of Joseph S. Crews? 
Answe r. Of Joseph Crews. 

^Question. Your father lived in Laurens County, did he ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Ho was a representative of that county, and is yet ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Been a very active man in politics there ? 
Answer. He had a good deal to say in j)olitics. 
Question. You have, too. 
Answer. I have some influence in politics. 

Question. You say you have been distributing arms among the negroes? 

Answer. No, sir, I didn't say distributing them 

(,>«es/io«. What did you say? 

Answer. I had been organizing the militia. 

Question. Organizing the negro militia ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is it not part of organizing to deliver arms ? 

Answer. I have never been instructed to deliver arms to them. 

Question. How many arms were sent to Laurens County before this riot? 

Answer. I can't give the exact number. 

Question. Give us something liko the number ? 

Answer. Between six and seven hundred, I guess 

Question. Rifle-muskets and Winchester rifle ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many companies were organized in Laurens County ? 
Answer. I can only tell you what I know. There may have been more — seven or 
eight. 

Question. Seven or eight that you know of? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Some others you do not know of? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. What is the population of Laurens County, white and black? 
Answer. I don't remember exactly. 
Question. Who are the most numerous ? 
Answer. The black men. 
Question. Largely? 

Answer. From Avhat/I hear, I suppose they are. 

Question. Do you know what is tbe majority of black men in that county? 
Answer. The voters you speak of? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answer. About six hundred majority, I suppose. 

Question. That is, there are six hundred more black voters than white voters ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. So that the population, including negro women and children, is very largely 
in fa vor of blacks ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any particular trouble in Laurens County before that riot ? 
Answer. There was a good deal of excitement. 

Question. You say there has been no whipjung for eighteen months ? 
Answer. Not that I know of. 
Question. You never heard of any ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Is it likely that there would be much whipping there, such as the Ku-Klnx 
are understood to have done — especially the black men — without your hearing of it i 
Ansiver. There might be. 
Question. Very likely? 

Answer. I don't know. Very often colored men are whipped and you never hear of 
it for three or four months afterward. That has been the case. 
Question. In that county ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; in 1867 and 1868. 

Question. But I speak of the last eighteen months that you spoke of. 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Do you recollect the number of the regiments of Laurens County colored 
militia ? * 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you recollect who was the commander of it ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. What rank did your father hold in the service? 

Answer. He had a commission as lieutenant colonel on the governor's staff. 

Question. Was he not the head of the colored militia of Laurens County ? 

Answer. I can't say that he was. 

Question. Was there a colonel above your father ? 

Answer, I don't know. , 

Question. Seven or eight companies would not quite make a regiment ? 

Answer, I don't know much about it. 

Question. You have been organizing the militia ? 

Answer. I just simply took down the names of colored men. 

Question. Did you know Joseph Green, of that county, as caj^tain of a company ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I don't know bim. 

Question. On page 610, governor's message and accompanying documents for 1870, is 
a receipt by Joseph Crews, lieutenant colonel of the 13th regiment. That is your 
father's receipt ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Must not this be your father ? 

Ansicer. That is my father's name. ^ 

Question. Give us an idea of how many arms your father got for. Laurens County 
for those companies yon, his son, had organized f 

Ansicer. I don't know that he got any ; I don't know it of my own knowledge ; they 
were shipped there. 

Question. To whose address ? 

Ansicer. Some of them in his name, some in mine. 
Question. Thein you did know he had received arms ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I knew arms had been received at Laurens. 

Question. I see that on the 13th day of Juue, 1870, your father gave a receipt for 
three hundred riile-muskets. Is that so ? 
Answer. I don't know that he did. 

Question. Then I see that on the 2d day of August, 1870, your father gave a receipt 
for three hundred and twenty rifle-muskets. Is that likely to be true ? 
Ansicer. I don't know ; I can't tell. 

Question. And for eight thousand rounds of ammunition. Do you recollect of receiv- 
ing ammunition then ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; ammunition has been received there. 
Question. A large amount ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a good deal. 

Question. And on the same day that he received three hundred rifle-muskets, he re- 
ceipts for two thousand rounds of ammunition. Did your father or yourself, or you 
jointly, receive at least eight thousand rounds of cartridges ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir, how much. 

Question. From June to August ? 

Answer. I don't know, sir. 

Question. What was done with that ammunition ? 
Answer. It was stored there. 
Question. Where? 

Amwer, In the public square, some of it ; some of it was taken on our place. 
Question. On whose property was it in the public square? 
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Ansxccr. On my fathers property. 

Question. What sort of a concern or house was it ? 

Ansiver. A large frame house. 

Question. Who had charge of it ? 

Answer. My father had charge of the house ; it was his property. 
Question. Some of tho ammunition was taken to the iilace ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What do you mean hy place — farm ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; it was taken to our residence up town. 
Question. Is it in town, oV outside of town ? 
Ansicer. In town. 

Question. How many muskets were stored at the residence ? 
Answer. I (?on't know. 

Question. Were not all those six hundred and twenty rifle-muskets in the possession 
of cither yourself or father? 

Answen I don't know, sir ; they were not in my possession that I know of. 

Question. Were none of them ever delivered to any of the several companies through- 
out tho county ? 

xlnswer. I don't know whether they were or not. 

Question. Try to thiuk whether you know. 

Ansiver. Some of them were sent down to Clinton. 

Question. To whom ? 

Answer. Scut there and stored on our place. 
Question. You have a i)lace down there too ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who had the charge of that place ? 

Answer. J. S. Lillis had charge of our place. The guns were, put in the house in 
which he lived. 

Question. Were the guns and ammunition hoth there ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Why did you not keep them all at the county seat ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question. Was it necessary, in order to drill, to have ammunition? 
Ansicer. I can't tell you. 

Question. Was the ammunition these long copper minie-balls ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Please give some idea of what this ammunition was for, if not for drill. 
Answer. I can't tell you. 
Question. Did you ever have an idea ? 
Answer. Ko ; I don't know. 
Question. Did it never occur to you ? 
, Answer. What is a cartridge made for but to shoot? Anyway, that is what it is for. 
Question. Then you supposed ^«hey were sent there to shoot? 
Answer. I don't know. , 
Question. What was your supposition ? 
Answe)\ I don't know as I had any, or thought of it. 

Question, Think of it now. W^hat do you suppose these cartridges, and what, at the 
time, did you suppose ten thousand rounds of minie-balls were sent for, with six hun- 
dred and tweuty rifles ? 

Answer. I don't know. 

Question. W^as it not for the negroes ? 

Answer. It was sent for the county. 

Question. You had organized before that seven or eight companies ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You did it all yourself? 

Answer. Ko, sir, I did not do it all myself; I know that many were organized in the 
county. 

Question. Who else did it besides you ? 

Answer. A colored man from this place, named Green, organized some. 
Question. Did you travel around the county with him ? 
Answa: Xo, sir; I never was with him in the county. 

Question. How often did these negro companies drill,' before this riot in the county ? 
Ansiver. It was customary for them to drill every Saturday. 

Question. Did all these companies come to Clmton and Laurens for the guns when 
they wanted to drill every Saturday ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you pretend to say all these guns were at Laurens and Clinton ? 

Ansicer, I don't know whether they were or not. 

Question. Do you not know whether they were there or not ? 

Answer. 1 could not tell you. 
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Question. Why not ? 

Answer. Some days I Tvould be aw«ay from home three or four days. I don't know 
what was done when I was away. 

Question. Did you always have all these six hundred and twenty guns either at Clinton 
or Laurens ? 

Answer. I never kept them. 

Question. Do yon pretend to say, under your oath, you do not know whether these'guns 
were given into the hands of the negroes long before that riot ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I do say I don't know. 

Question. Had there been a militia drill of the negroes the day of the election ? 
Answer. 1 never saw any, sir. 

Question. Where were you the day of the election? 

Answer. At home i)art of the time, part of the time I was with the garrison of soldiers. 

Question. Where was the garrison ? 

Answer. About half a mile from the court-house. 

Question. You don't know, although yon were there that day, either iu to^^n or at the 
garrison of the Federal soldiers, whether the negroes had paraded or drilled on the day 
of the election or not ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not. 

Question. Did you never hear it ? * 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was your father there the day of election ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he make a speech that day ? 
Answer. I never heard of it. 

Question. Did he make a speech a day or two before ? 

Anstver. I don't know how many days before he made a speech. He made several 
speeches during the summer. 

Question. Were you with him at any time when he made a speech ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You don't know whether he made any speech on the day of the election, at 
militia drill at Laurens ? 
Answer, I don't know. 

Question. Did you ever hear him say ho did ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did he talk of it when he came home at night ? 

Answer, I never heard him talk about making any speech on the day of the election. 
Question. Where did the negroes get the guns the day of the riot ? 
Answer. I don't know whether they had any or not. 

Question. You say you saw white men rushing, with guns, towards the square, and 
negroes also running about ? 
Answer. I did not say the negroes had guns. 
Question. But I am asking you. 
Answer. I did not see a negro with any gun. 
Question. How long did you stay there ? , 
Answer. Half an liour, I guess. 
Question. Whete did yon stay ? 
Answer. I was in the post office. 
Question. Where did you go from there ? 

Ansicei'. I run down across some lots, down back of the town, and up the railroad 
track. 

Question. Do you know how the riot commenced ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, The first you heard was firing ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you in the post office at the time ? 
Anstver, Yes, sir. 
Question. And came out? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And saw the white men running and the negroes running ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; running away from them. 

Question, They seemed to be frightened I 

jLnswer. Yes, sir. 

Question, This is all you saw ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many white companies were organized in Laurens County, at tho 
same time, with these Winchester rifles ? 
Answer. I don't know. 

Question, Do you not know there were none ? 

Answer, No, 1 don't know that there were none, nor that there were any. 
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Question. Did yon ever sec one 1 
Answer. I can only say what I heard. 

Quesiion. Did yon ever see a white company drill with State arms ? 
Ansivcr. No, sir. I have reason to believe there were white companies in the county 
organized. 

Question. What sort of companies ? 

Answer. I don't know ; bodies of men or<^anized, I have heard it. 
Question. You mean Ku-Klux, do yon not ? 
Answer. I don't know what they call them. 
Question. Is that what you mean ? 
Answer. I don't know what to call them? 

Question. You know what you mean when you say you believe there were organized 
companies in that county. 
Answer. 1 only know I mean they were organized. 
Question. Do you not ^nean the Kn-Klux, as they are called? 
Answer. I don't know whether they were Ku-Klux or not. 

Question. Then you have no lixed oxiinion as to whether there are Ku-Klux in Lau- 
rens Connty ? 
Answer. 1 am not positive. 
Question. Did you e^er hear of any? 

Answer. I don't know whether you call them Ku-Klux or not. 
Question. Did you ever see disguised men — white or black ? 
Answe7\ No. sir, I never have. 
Question. Who is James Copeland ? 

Answer. A young man, a son of the county commissioner — of the man who had been 
county commissioner. 

Question. Living near Laurens ? 
Answer. About seven miles below Laurens. 
Question. Did you ever get your watch back ? 
Ayiswer. I never have. 

Question. Then these fellows were theives as well as violators of the peace, were they? 

Answer. I don't know what you would call them; whether thieves or not. 

Question. Which way were they going when you met them 1 

Answei: Going out towards Newberry — on the Newberry road from Laurens. 

Question. What time did you leave Laurens ? 

Ariswer. About half past 12 or 1, along there. 

Question. You traveled about five miles when you met these men that got your watch ? 
Answer. No, sir ; it was about live miles from town. I met one of them I know. 
Question. How far until you met the others? 

Answer. The first squad I met with arms on horseback were about seven miles and 
a half or eight miles from Laurens. 
Question. V/as Copeland with them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was that the time your watch went ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 
Question. Whero was it ? 

Answer. They carried me back five miles toward Laurens, and then 'my watch was 
taken. 

Question. Who did you meet after that ? 
Ansiver. After when ? 

Question. After these four men had carried you within five miles of Laurens? 

Answer. We went back toward Laurens and met a large body of men. 

Question. Which way were they going ? 

Answci'. Toward Newberry from Laurens. 

Question. What time was that ? 

Ansiver. That was in the night. 

Question. You say William Kiley was killed ? 

Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. A colored man? 

Anmver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where was he killed ? 

Answo'. I can't tell what I heard. He was killed near where I was robbed and fired 
on. 

Question. W^illiam Griffin — who was he? 
Answer. A colored man. 
Question. Where was he killed ? 
Answa'. In the town. 
Question. William Fleming — who was he? 
Answer. A colored n^an. 
Question. Where was he killed? 
73 t 
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Answer. In the toATii. 

Quesiion. Abe Jones — who is he ? 

J nswer. A colored man. 

Qdc.siion. Where was he killed? 

Aiisiver. About three miles from town. 

Queslion. And one or two more whose names you cannot recollect? 
Answer. I don't know as it was one or two. It was some. 

Question. You say, by way of summing up, you heard that twelve" or thirteen have 
been killed as growing out of that riot, at that time, either in Laurens or around 
through the country. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnesiion. Are there not a great many different reports about that? 

Answer. I have never heard them. I never heard of it, only I have heard persons say 
there was supposed to be from ten to fifteen killed. That is the general report I heard. 

Qaestion. Did you never hear any other report of a different^nunibor, and less tlian 
that or more ? 

Answer. No, sir. When I have heard persons speaking of the number killed they 
generally say ten to fifteen. 

Question. You say that the one who fired at you and got your watch was Garliugton ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ' 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. S. D. Garlington. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. At Laurens Court-IIouse. 

Question. Does he live there yet ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you ever prosecute him for taking your watch and shooting at you ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 
Question. Why not ? 

Answer. I didn't think I could do anything with him. 
Question. Why not? 

Ansirer. I didn't have any confidence in the men before whom he would be tried. 
Question. Can you not try him somewhere else ? 
Aiiswer. I don't know. 

Question. Could you not get a. warrant issued here in Columbia ? 
Answer. I can't tell you. I don't know much about the law. 
Question. Did you ever talk with your father about it? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What does he think about it? 

Answer. He is of the same opinion I am. He don't think we can do anything right 
now. 

Question. You are waiting for some other time ? 

A7mcer. I don't know. I can't say I am waiting. I don't know what I will do. 
Question. Has your father been actively engaged in election matters with the negroes ? 
Answer. Been what? 

Question. Has he been largely engaged in electioneering with the negroes — the black 
people ? 

Answer. He has been a politician. I suppose you may call him that. He has some 
influence with the colored people. 

Question. You have no information of his making a speech just before that riot? 
Answer. How long before that riot ? 
Question. A short time before. 

Answer. I don't remember his making any speech the day before or the day of the 
election. 

Question. How many days before was the last one you know of? 

Answer. I don't know how many days. Ho made several speeches. I can't recollect. 
He has been speaking in the county three or four years. 
Question. Did he sjieak in Laurens ? 
Answer. He has made a great many there. 
Question. To a crowd of the negroes ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, and white men too. 

Question. Did the negroes become considerably aroused and excited ? 
Answer. I don't know that they have. 

QueMion. Where are all those arras now that you spoke of awhile ago? 
Ansicer. 1 don't know. 

Question. Has any agent of the governor been up there to get thein ? 
Answer. 1 only know what has been told me. General Anderson has been there, I 
think, sir. 

Question. Recently? 

Ansivcr. I don't know. He has been there in the last six mouths, I think. 
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Question, Did lio get the arms? 
Answer. 1 don't kuow. 
(Jucsilon. Have you heard ? 

Jtisircr. I have heard he <rot some two or three hundred. 

Question, You hear that, all over the 8tatc, wherever he goes, he gets some guns? 
Ausnri'. I don't knoAV that I ever hear anything about it. 

Question, From what you hear ot* Laurens Court-House, he got some of them — two 
or three hundred ? 

An-vm-. Yes, sir, I have heard he has that many. 
Question. Leaving three or four hundred ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

QneMion. You know why he does not get them all ? 
Answer. I don't know, sir, why. 

Question. Do you know why the governor is calling in these arms just now ? 
Answer. No, sir, I don't. 

Question. You do not know why he did not call them all in when he undertook to 
get them at all? 

Answer, Xo, sir, I don't know about it. I can't say positively why ho didn't. 

By ^Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Do youknow whether any of these arms were captured by the rioters? 
Answer. The men that had me had some State arms. I supposed they had taken 
them. 

Question. Among these twelve or thirteen men you understood were killed, were any 
of them Avhite men except the probate judge f 

Answer. I never heard of any other white man, only the probate judge, being killed. 
Question. Were any of the white rioters killed that you know of i 
Answer. None that I know of, sir. I have never heard of any, sir. 



Columbia, South Carolina, Julj/ 20, 1371. 
THOMAS VANLUE (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. You liv,e here in Columbia ? 
Answa'. Yes, sir, at this time. 

The Chairman. I will request Mr. Stevenson to continue the examination of this 
witness. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. How long have you lived here ? 
Answer. It is going on four months. 
Question. Where did you come from? 
Anstver. From Union. 
Question. Unionville? 

Ansiccr. Yes, sir, the town or village. ' * 

Question. Were you in the jail at the time when the first raid wa^ made on it last 
January there ? 
Ansicer. No, sir, but I was in shortly afterwards. 
Question. Were you put in shortly afterwards ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see the three men who were wounded and afterwards returned to 
the jail? 

Answer. I occupied the same room with them. 

Question. Did you hear them say anything about what had been done to them at that 
raid at the old field ? 

Answer. Y"es, sir; 1 remembei* Sylvanus W^right, in particular, spoke about it in my 
presence. 

Question. What did he say ? 

Ansivcr. He said he knew some of the men that went and examined after they 
thought he was dead. They turned him over and struck matches and looked at him. 
One asked was he dead. The other said yes. He held his breath at that time. 

Question. Did he say who they were ? 

A)iswcr. Ye^s, sir ; I understood him distinctly to call their several names. 
Question. What names ? 

Answer. I think he called Dave Gist for one, Bob Lamb for another, and Dave Noland 
for another, Dan Black for another was called, and Rice Rogers. Those were the 
names delivered to me. 
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Question. Rogers? 

Anstvcr. Y('s, sir; the sheriff, housed to be. 
Qucsfhih Was he tlie old sheriff? 
Answn\ Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he the sheriff at the time of the first raid? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did he say he knew them? 

Answer. He knew them more by their callinj^ each other's names after they arrived 
back to see whether he was dead than ho did by the voices. He knew thein better by 
their calling each other's names. 

■Question, They thoni^ht he was dead? 

Answer. Yes, sir; ihay turned him over and struck matches over him. Afterwards 
he oot up and left. 

Question. Where was he wounded? 

Answer. He was wounded in liis back, in one place to my knowledge, and right in 
through his side. for another, and in his right side for another, and then lower down iu 
one of his legs again for another. 

By Mr. t'AN Trump: 
Questio7i. How long after the first raid were you put in tlie jail, Thomas ? 
Ansicer. About two days, sir. 
Question. What were you put in for ? 

Answer. At the time this fuss was going on some i)art of the Ku-Klux family, I 
recJvon, called at our house. 
Question. The Yellow House ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What makes you thiuk it was some part of the Ku-Ivlux family? 
Answer. Because they were all attached to one thing. I can't pronounce no other. 
Question. What one thing? 

Answer. They all looked like they aimed to do evil. It was aimed at thcrepublicaa 
race. 

Question. Did they say anything about republicans that night? 

Answer. No, sir; only they came and hailed at the house and ordered the door to be 
opened, and some one made them an answer, inquiring who they were. They said It 
matters not who it is ; open the door." 

Question. I did not ask you to go over that. Two or three days after the first raid 
they put you in the jail. Was that because you were at the Yellow House ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; aud because I was a republican. 

Question, What makes you think it was because you were a republican ? 
Answer. That was the only question I received. 

Question. W^hat do you mean by that ? Did they ask you if you were a republican ? 

Answer.' Yes, sir ; that was asked often before that occurred, aud I heard tho 
gentleman I work with say they had nothing against me only I was a republican, and 
he knew I w%as suffering there for nothing, and went on my bond and took me out. 

Question. What w^as his name ? 

Ansiva', Mr. Spencer Rice. 

Question. Wliat was his politics? 

Answer. He never had much politics. 

Question. How did he vote? 

Answer. He voted democratic. 

Question. Were you not put in there because some of the people who were in that 
bouse had killed Smith ? 

Answer. That is what they said. 

Question. Was it not reason enough, if it was true, that you were concerned in that, 
without being a republican ? 

Answer. They knew before they put me there that I was in no way concerned iu 
the murder of Mr. Smith. 

Question. How did they know that ? 

Answd'. Because I was gone to bed when they hailed there. 
Question. Was not the house shut up ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but they knew all over town that I was in bed. 
Question. When did you hear that ? 

Answer. After I was put in ; and before that the gentlemen knew I was not in the 
murder of JSIr. Smith, was the reason they didn't kill me. 
Question. They did not kill anybody, did they ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; they killed brother Joe. 

Question. You say because they knew you were in bed was why they did not kill you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; but I staid some time after this raid. They killed several people 
after this, and I was left. 
Question. Who did they kill f 
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Ausu'cv. Joo aiul Sylvanus and Andy Thomson, and all those. 
(^hu stivn. That was by the Ku-Klux ? 
AubU'cr. Yes, isir. 

i^hicstion. But the men at the Yellow House ; you say they knew you were in bed or 
they would have killed you ? 

Amwtr. Tliat is what I liave received. That message that the ICu-Klux crowd 
knew I had nothing to do with the murder of ^Ir. Smith was the rea^son they didn't 
kill me. 

(Jiiestion. I5ut I am speaking of Smith and his party coming to that Yellow House 
that night to arrest some one that had been concerned in the murder of Stevens ? 

AufiWtr, There was not a person in the house at that time that was iu anyway 
concerned in the murder of Stevens. 

Qncaiion. Not even Joe Vanlue ? 

Ansinr. No, sir ; he was not concerned in the murder of Mr. Stevens. 
Qiiefiiiou, How long did they keep you in jail there f 

Answer, I staid in there near two nights and one day. It was lat<3 in the night 
when I was taken out, near 1 o'clock. 

Question. Were you \)ut in the next day after the fuss at the Yellow House ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. When ? 

Answer. I was not put in at all the next day. The fuss was on Sunday night, New 
Year's night, and I was put in on the Friday following. 
Question. And you were kept there two or three days ? 
Answer. No, sir ; one day and two nights. 

Question. You were let out on Sunday or Monday, a week after the fuss at the Yellow 
House ■? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I rSean the fuss occurred on Sunday night, and Friday following 
that I was put iu there, and I was iu there Saturday, and Saturday night, about 1 
o'clock, I was taken out. 

Question. When was the first raid 1 Was it while you were in the jail, or afterward ? 

Aimcer. The first raid was before I went in the jail. Then there was one^after I 
came out. ^ 

Question. You were put in on Friday, ancf was in Saturday and Saturday night ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had this conversation with Wright while you were in jail ? 

Answer. Y''es, sir. 

Question. What time was it? 

Answer. That was Saturday, some time in the day ; I don't know for certain what 
time of day. I had no time-piece. 

Question. How came you and AVright to be talking about it ? 

Answer, Because he seemed interested in this matter, and me and him were both lying 
down very close together, and several people, citizens, came in and inquired whether 
he knew any of the Ku-Klux white citizens around, and me and him being close 
together, he whispered and told me these. 

Question, He seemed afraid to tell anybody ? 

Answe)'. Yes, sir; he seemed afraid. I don't think he trusted anybody else, I 
didn't know of his doing it. 
i^ucstiou. He told you seven ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; he told me several, not seven. 
Question, You did not say seven, but several ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You give these five as the names he mentioned 1 
Ansieer. Yes, sir. 

Question, David Gist, Lamb, Black, and Rice Rogers. Was Rice Rogers the older or 
younger Rogers ? 

Answer, He was the old man Rogers. 

Question, Were you not surprised to hear that that man Rogers was among the Ku- 
Klux ? 

Ansiver. Y'es, sir; I was surprised to hear it of any of them. They were all my good 
friends, and all the rest. 

Question. He said he knew them not so much hy voices as by calling each other by 
proper names ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; by calling eacli other's names. 

Question. Did he say they called Boh or Dave or Daniel, or how ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he said they called each other's names in asking questions. 

Question. How did they give the names ? 

Answer. They said to each other, " Bob, do you think he is dead ?" Bob Lamb says 
to Dan Black, "Yes, Dan, I think he's dead," and every one word to another they 
called each others names, and he said to me those names he never forgot. 

Question, Did you tell anybody he told you those names ? 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiidn. Why not ? 

Answer, Because I was afraid to tell. 

Question When did you lose that fear ? 

Answer, I lost it at this time. 

Question. How long ago? 

Answer, AVell, I feel safe in telling now more than I did at that time. 
Question. When did this change in your mind take place ? 
Answer. Whenever the committee came. 
Question. Not before ? 

Ans2ver. No, sir ; I would not have told any one before. 
Qimtion. W^hom did you tell ? 
Answer. I told it before tho committee. 
Question. Not to anybody else ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You never mentioned to anybody else, before you came before this commit- 
tee, that Wright had told you five names ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I never did. 
Question. Are you sure of that? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You never told it to your mother? 
Answer. No, sir ; never to my mother. 
Question. Nor to your brother ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Nor to any other person ? 
A7mver. No, sir. 

Question. How did this committee find out that you knew an^hing about it ? 

Answer. They knew, I reckon, that I had a right to know something about it ; that 
I had experience enough to know something about it, I thinlc. I lay from the wound 
they gave me eleven weeks, and could not bear my foot to the ground. 

Question. Were you the one that was shot at the Yellow House ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir ; I have not been able to do a day's work this year. 

Question. You have been living here four months I 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. AVho are you living with ? 

Answer. No, one ; I am doing the best I can with my family — with my mother. 

Question, What do you tlo for a living? 

Ansim-, I have not done anything ; I am not able to. 

Question. Wliat does your mother do ? 

Ansivei\ She is a good seamstress, and does washing and ironing. 

Question. Does your brother Alfred live in the same way? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Without working ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he works every day. 

Question. W^hy do not you work? 

Ansiver. Because I am not able to work. No gentleman would hire mo to work half 
a day's work, and that is all I could do. 

Question. Aj'o you still disabled from that wound ? , 
Answer. Yes, sir. 



Columbia, South Caeolixa, July 20, 1871. 
SAMUEL NUCKLES (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Celurman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
Ansicer, 1 am a refugee from Union County. 
Question. In what part of that county did you live? 

Answer. In the part north of Paeolet, about fifteen and a half miles above Union 
Court-House. 

Question. What were you employed in there? 
Ansicer, Farming, pretty much. 

Question. You say you are Si refugee from that county ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; I cannot go back there. 
Question, For what reason? 

Answer. I have been threatened with the Ku-Klux } and my family, part of them, ran 
away from there after 1 left. 

Question, How long since you left? 
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Answer. I left there and came here to the house. Yon ^ee I am a member of the house 
of representatives. 

Queslion. Elected from that county ? 

Anmer. Yes, sir; when I came here to the session, the session met in November; and 
after the session adjourned, they took a recess for the Christmas holidays. 1 aimed to 
go home, and Avent as far as Union village, and two of my boys met me. there and told 
me not to go home, for they threatened to kill me if I did ; and I staid over there until 
the Christmas holidays were over, and then returned, and the session met again after 
the Christmas holidays. 

Quesiion. Have you made any examination or inquiry into the extent to which the 
Ku-Klux outrages have been carried on in Union Country among your people ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; 1 have made several inquiries and examinations amongst one and 
another of them since I have been down here. I have been here ever since. The fact 
is, three of my boys were run olf on account of the Ku-Klux. That was after I came 
back to the session. I was then forwarded on to Washington as one of the committee 
from here. 

Question. You went to Washington ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From the information you have as to the number of persons killed or 
whipped by men in disguise in Union County, can you give us a statement showing 
how many there were ? 

Anstvei'. Well, now, those boys of mine were not whipped, but they were threatened 
to be whipped and Ku-Kluxed if they didn't leave after a certain time. 

Question. Where are they now ? 

Answer. There are two of them here now. The other one is out at work in the country, 
somewhere. 

Question. Are they living in Columbia? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they can give you the statement, and, I suppose, they can give you 
what they saw and know, but as to my own self, I am confident and satistied that 
there were Ku-Klnx and outrages in the country where I lived. 

Question. Have you any such reliable information as will enable you to state how 
many persons in that part of the county were whipped by men m disguise, or how many 
were killed, and give their names ? 

Answer. I can give the names of two or three that were whipped in that county. 

Question. Who were they ? 

Answei: One was named Rufus Norton, another was named Giles White, another was 
D. D. Going, a white man, who was whipped. 
Question. When were Norton and Giles whipped ? 
Answer. In January ; I cannot exactly tell you what day or time. 
Question. How did you get the information that they were whipped? ^ 
Answer. I saw Norton himself and talked with him, and saw D. D. Goings. 
Question. You need not say anything about Goings ; wo have had him before us. 
Answer. I saw Norton and talked with him. 
Question. Did he tell you how he had been whipped? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. W^as it by men in disguise ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; so he said. 
Question. How about Giles? 

Answer. The men were disguised that whipped him also. 
Question. How did you learn that ? 
Answer. I saw Giles White, and he told me. 
Question. How near did they live to you ? 

Ansicer. About nine or ten" miles below me, down on Pea Ridge, and Rufus Norton 
about a mile and a half. 

Question. Are you afraid to go back to Union County to live ? 

Ajisicer, I am, at this time, unless there is an alteration. The reason I am so now is 
because ^ey became so bitter against me because I went to Washington as one of the 
committee on account of the whippings and outrages in my county. 

Question. When did you go to Washington ? 

Answer. I went to Washington in February — the last of Februar3\ When we came 
back it was the first of March. 

Question. You say j^our family is here ? 

Answer. Part of my family is here and part up there in Union. 
Question. Did you own any land there, or were you a renter? 
Ajisivcr. I was a renter. 

Question. You are still a member of the legislature? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. W^ere you called upon to resign ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I received notice to resign. 
Question. W^hat notice ; in what manner f 
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Answer. They gave us notice that if we resigned our offices we might come back 
home. 

Qiicsilon. IIow did you get that notice ? 

Answer. It was in the Daily News here ; it was published in the paper. 
Question. How many members are there from Union i 
Answer. Four — three in the house and one in the senate. 
Question. How many of them have resigned ? 

Answer. None of them, for they are all here — myself, and Samuel Farr, Junius Mob- 
ley, and H. R. Duncan. There are three colored men of us aud one white man. 

Question. When you say four, you mean three representatives and one senator ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I can only just say on the day of the election, it was the second 
Wednesday in October in our county. I was at what is called Gowdoy's i)olling precinct, 
my voting precinct, on North Pacolet. The election was conducted very ])roinptly ])y a 
gentleman named Henry Owens, who was killed shortly after that, not far from whero 
they voted. There is a gentleman in that county named Bill Byars, son of old Mr. 
Byars, who lived not far from where this gentleman was killed. Byars aud myself got 
into conversation. He appeared to be very mad and hostile. I took it very calm and 
cool, but he got mad because the election was conducted so promptly by Henry Owens 

By Ut. Yax Tkump : 
Question. Conducted so what ? 

Answer. So promptly, so nicely, you knov^ ; having everything carried off so smoothly, 
all voting twelve at a time. Twelve white men would come in aud vote, and show 
their ticket, and then twelve colored men. They would keep any one from pestering 
the voters as they went in, colored or white, and the election went oif until about 1 
o^clock, and Mr. Byars was standing talking to me, and he said, ''Nuckles, Pll bet 
you §500 that in two years from to-day there'll not be a colored man votiug in tlie 
town." I said, How do you know He says, ^'You'll know by waiting. By God, 
there'll not be a colored man Aoting in the town." I said, "Why, will they run 
away ?*' He says, ^' You'll know by waiting." Several of us were around, aud some 
said, Nuckles, I wouldn't talk with Byars." He was only mad because the voting 
was going so, for after awhile the white men voting gave out, and the colored men 
still kex)t up by twelves, and consequently we beat them there that day by '250 votes ; 
and he appeared to be the maddest man of all the rest ; and consequently he i)ut out 
that conversation to me, and that gave me to understand, and I believe, he is one of 
the kind in that locality of this Ku-Klux Klan. 

Question. Who — Byars ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Mr. Byars. That was the threat ho i)ut out. A very short tinie 
after that Mr. Owens was killed. 

Question. Do you know how he was killed ? 

Answer. Not exactly. I saw some men that tried to state to me the matter, but I 
could not say it was all right ; but he was killed at night. 
Question. How far did he live from you ? 
Ansiver. About six miles. 

Question. Were you there when lie was killed ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was down here. I had come down here on some business, and as 
I returned I met the report that Mr. Henry Owens \xas killed at xilston. Shortly after 
that a colored gentleman was killed, named Jim Peeler, at Griue's Mill, on Broad River. 

Question. Do you know whether he was killed by men in disguise or not ^ 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it is said that he was killed by men in disguise. He went in his 
house, and locked himself up in his house; I have that from good authority. He was 
sensible that they were going to Idll him. He locked himself in his house, and they 
beat and cut through the house after him, and got him out and killed him ; but he had 
a pistol aud shot some several times. 

Question. Do you know any others who were killed in the comity ? 

Answer. I don't know of any, except those that were killed, taken out of jail. 

Question. Does that give to us all the information you have as to the condition ot 
things in Union County ? 

Answer. I am satisfied, from a great many reports from other men, for a great many 
other men have come from Union County, as well as my children — people who have 
run away from there — that there are Ku-Klux who have gone through our county, who 
did all this mischief. I am satisfied of that. 

Question. Have you any other knowledge than that which you have given us as to 
the mischief they did do ? 

Answer. No, sir ; that is all. 

By Mr. Stevensox : 
Question. Did you hear of any whippings ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they have been whipping since I came away from there. 
Question. In what part ? 
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Answer. That Avas down on Broad River, bolow where I lived, at Pinckneyville. 
Question. Have many colored x)eople left that county ? 
Answer. A ji^reat many. 
(juestion. Where did they to "? 

Answer. There are a great many refugees here and in Fairfield County, and in Ches- 
ter too, and a good many arc in York ; a great many have come here — a great many. 
Question. Do you know how the colored people feel — whether safe or not — up there ? 
Answe)'. A great many, I know, do not feel safe in going back. 
Question. What is the general feeling f 

Ansivcr. The general feeling is that they do not want to go back, unless something is 
done. 

Question. WTiat has become of the republican party up there ? 

Answer. The republican party, I may say, is scattered and beaten and run out. They 
are just like scattered sheep everywhere. They have no leaders up there — no leaders. 
Question. Do yon not know any leaders np there ? 

Answer. I don't know any leaders. If there ai*e, they are afraid to come out and de- 
clare themselves leaders — colored men or white men. 
Question. What is to become of you up there ? 

Answer. I give it np. Here is a gentleman named Mr. Burke AVilliams, professed to 
be a thorough-going republican with us. He is there, but I suppase ho has gone back. 
I don't know what keeps him there; I suppose he has, maybe, agreed to submit to 
anything they say or do. That is the report that has been sent to us several times : 
that if we come back there and submit and resign being republicans and vote tho 
democratic ticket, and take sides with them, we can stay there ; but we do not propose 
to do that. 

Question. How old are you? 

Answei'. I am about fifty-seven years old. 

Question. Have yon any education ? 

Ansicer. Xo, sir. I can read a little and write my name. 

Question. When did you learn to read ? 

Answer. I first took that tip here some few years back. I never was at school. 

Question. Since you were set free? 

Ansxcei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. You were a slave ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a hard-down slave. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. How long have you lived in that county ? 

Ansirer. I was bred and born in Union County, ou North Pacolet, about fifteen miles 
above Union Village : and I don't know any other place I would rather live than in 
Union County. I have been in no place I like better, but it has become so I ean't live 
there, and it seems I am hardly living here — merely providing. 

By Mr. VANTiiUMP: 
Question. When were you first elected to the legislature, Mr. Nuckles? 
Auswa'. I was a meml>er of the South Carolina convention in Charleston. 

In what year? I 
An8wei\ That was in 1868. 

Question. How many members were sent to that convention from Union County ? 
Answei\ Three, 

Question. W^ere they all colored people ? 
Answer. No, sir ; one white man named James Goss. 
Question. The one who was afterward sent to Congress? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Or was he sent to Congress first ? 

Answei'. No, sir ; he was elected to Congress after 1S68. After our convention ad- 
journed he came home, and then the election to Congress came off. 

Question. Are you certain he was elected before or after the convention ? 

Answer. No, sir, he was elected after the convention. 

Question. Then arc you certain the convention was held in 1S68 ? 

Ansicer. It was held in Charleston, in 1868, if I am not mistaken. 

Question. Were you a member of the convention before you were a member of the 
legislature? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Of what Congress was ilr. Goss a member? 

Answer. He was elected just a short time. It was for a short term — ^just one year. 
Question. Why was he not elected for two years? 

Answer. His time was only very short after the convention. After we came here his 
time expired with a short term, and he came back again and proposed a nominee to 
run again. 
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Question, Are you sure he was not elected to Congress in 1867 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I am sure he was not. He never went to Congress but once fronj 
here. 

Question, Was he not elected in 1866 ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I think not. 

Question. You do not remember what member of Congress it was ? 
Answer, No, sir ; I do not know. 

Question. Do not you know that he was a number of the Fortieth Congress ? 
Answer. I don't know; he might have been. 

Question. Do you know in what year the members of the Fortieth Congress were 
elected ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, If he was elected for but one year, the balance of the term, he would be 
elected in 1867, probably ? 

Answer. I don't think he went there but once. He might have gone twice, perhaps. 
I think he did, too. 

Question, Was there anybody opposed to you in your nomination for the convention ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question, How many black men were candidates? 
Answer. There were three. 

Question. For the two members, or three against you ? 

A7i8weo: Three against me. There were four of us, me and three, other colored men 
in the field. 

Question, And some one of the colored men had to bo left out ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Only two colored men went ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are the ages of your three members ? 

Answer, One of them is about twenty-seven, another twenty-two, and the other not 
quite twenty. 
Question, What are they doing here ? 

Ansiver. They are knocking about, working. They have been working up, getting 
coal on the railroad. 

Question. They are engaged in business? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are you doing ? 

Answer. I have a mule here on the street draying that I brought down from where I 
live. I have two of them. 

Question, Who first spoke to you, after the adjournment of the legislature, and told 
you that you had better not go home ? Was it the speaker of the house ? 

Ansiver, Not only him, but several members, prominent men I could not name here. 

Question. Are there three members from Union County ? 

Answer. There are four. 

Question, And Samuel Farr and Juno Mobley and yourself are the three colored 
members ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. And Mr. Duncan is the senator ? ^ 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question, And you are all four here? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has not Senator Duncan been to Union County ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; he has been there two or three times. 
Question, Did he pretend to be afraid of going up there ? 
Answer, He did at first. 

Question. Is he not considered a fighting nfian ? 
Amwei\ I think so. 

Question. He thought it best not to go up there ? 
Answer Yes, sir ; in fact, he told me I had best not go. 

Question, That was the pretty general opinion of the legislature, was it not ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, Would you have thought of being afraid, if these men in the legislature 
had not talked to you about it? 

Answer. Oh, yes, sir ; I was afraid anyhow, because I was spoken to by several other 
men, citizens of my own county, not to go back. 

Question. The Ku-Klux never called on you ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question, You say they threatened you ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; several threatened me. 
Question, How do you know that ? 
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Ayiswer. Others came and told rae, and I could knew it by talking with other men- 
wit h white men. 

Question. The Kn-Klux never called on you to threaten you ? 

Jusivev. They threatened nie. 

Question, Bat they never called to let you know ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they never called on mo before I left. 

Question. How do you know they threatened ? 

Answer. I have got that right at home, after the election was over, that they would 
kill us all out, and threatened that all over the country. 
Question. That was the report ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What other black people left there? 

Answer. There were several other black people that were whipped around there. 
Question. Those were Norton and White and Goings ? 
Aiistver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Those were all that were in your neighborhood? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What township is that? 

Ansivcr. I live on the plantation of Mr. Mitchell. 

Question. What township ? 

Answer. Draytonsvillo township. 

Question. How did Norton and W^hite tell you they were whipped? 
Answer. Norton said he was whipped with thorns, and he showed me the prints where 
the thorns stuck. 

Question. How many called on him? 
Answer. I think ho said eight. 
Question. For what reason ? 

Answer. Jnst for his principles, his republicanism. 
Q^iestion. Did he say so? 

Answer, Yes, sir; and that he took an active part in the election in October. They 
said they whipped him because he was so much a republican, and made himself so liberal 
to use his influence to get the colored people to vote republican. 

Qu&stion. You say the Ku-Klux became bitter against you because you went to Wash- 
ington ; how do you know that? 

An8wei\ When I came back from W^ashington I got into conversation with Mr. Dunn, 
our sheriff, at Union Village, and he told me I had better not go up there in Union 
Connty. I was very well known in Union Village, because I used to live there. I used 
to 1m> a citizen of that town, and had a blacksmith shop there. 

Question. You say you went up to your home and came away ? 

Answer. I went up for the Christmas holidays, but I saw Mr. Dunn here after I had 
been to Washington. 

Question, You were not afraid when you first left ? 
Answer, No, sir, not until I came back from Washington. 

Question. I thought you were afraid to stay where you lived — to stay in the village. 
Answer. No, sir ; that was after the Christmas holidays. When I went home to take 
my Christmas my children met me there and told mo not to go up home. 
^Question. You staid there several weeks? • 
Anstcer. Yes, sir ; during the holidays. 
Question. Were you not afraid to stay there? 
Answer, No, sir, not as much as to go up. 

Question. Do not your people believe that Union Court-House is about as bad as any 
place in Union County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose there has been more real deviltry there than anywhere else. 
People were murdered there. 

Question. That was the impression then? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Why were you not afraid to stay there ? 
Answer. This killing had not taken place until after I left. 

Question. But you say the impression was that Union Village was about as dangerous 
as any place. 

Ansiver. I said because this killing was done there from the jail ; that was after the 
Christmas holidays. That shows it is one of the worst places, and it is. 

Question. I do not ask what it has proved to be since, but what you say was the im- 
I)ression at the time and before the raids on the jail ? You say it was understood, then, 
that Union Village was about a« dangerous as any place in the county. 

Answer. I didn't mean to say that ; I think you misunderstood me. 

Question. Up to the time of these raids. Union Village was not considered so bad? 

Answer, Not so very bad, bat there was a little fuss around there; but not so bad as 
it has been since these men were killed. 

Question, How do you know there has been any whipping right around the village ? 
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Questio7i. When Senator Scott was inquiring of these cases of whipping, why did you 
not say there had not been some at Union as well as at Pacolet ? 
Answer. I did say so. 

Question. You say you got notice that if you would resign your seat in the legislature 
you might come home; how did you get it? 
Answer. In the paper which came from there, I suppose. 
Question. You say it was in the Daily News ; there is no such i:)aper. 
Answer. There wa3 then. 
Question. Was that the name of the paper ? 
Answer. It was in the Union Times that we got it here. 
Question. You meant that when you said Daily News ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You saw a notice of that kind in that paper ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did the Union Times say it got authority for saying that ? 

Ansiver. That I do not know. I didn't know why they should take that authority to 
say we should resign. 

Question. But it might he that the Union Times wanted to frighten you as well as 
the Ku-Klux. 

Answer. But I suppose it was put in by the Ku-Klux. 

Question. Do you think the Union Times would x>ut a Ku-Klux notice in ? 

Answer. I think the men would — the Ku-Klux men. 

Question. Do you think the Union Times is connected with the Ku-Klux ? 

Answe)'. 1 think it was pretty much mixed up with them, because there was pretty 
much everything mean in it ; these reports came here in it, and everything else mean 
came. in the Union Times. 

Question. You think there is a probability that the Union Times is connected with 
the Ku-Klux giving their notices ? 

Answer, Yes, sir, I think so. 

Question. Is that what the republican party think generally? 

By the Chairman : 
Question, Do you mean the Union Times of this place ? 

Answer. I mean the Union Times, published in Union Village ; we called it the Union 
Times when we got it here. 

By Mr. Van Trump ; 
Question. I thought you meant the Union Times of this city ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You say you got this notice in the legislature ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I got that after I came from Washington ? 

Question. Was not the legislature in session after you came from Washington? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You staid here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The reason I staid here was because my wife and children had 
come here from home to keep me from home. 

Question. I have been misunderstanding you all the time as to the paper. You said 
the Union Times, and I thought you meant the Union Times of this city. 

Answer. I meant the Union Times of Union Court-House, in Union County. 

Question. Where did you see that paper ? . 

Answer. Here ; it came here. 

Question. That paper said that you, Samuel Nuckles, if you would resign your place, 
might come home again ? 

Answer. Yes sir ; my name, and, I think, Samuel Farr and June Mobley and Duncan, 
and all. 

Question. Was that a mere opinion of the editor in the editorial matter, or a notice 
by the Ku-Klux themselves ? 

Answer. I didn't know. It might be a notice by the Ku-Klux themselves, or an 
agreement between the editor and the Ku-Klux to put it in. 

Question, Did you read it yourself? 

Answer, Yes, sir, what little |I could read; I read and understood it was so; and 
further than that, on the Sunday night, which was after New-YeaFs day, I was at 
Union Village— the very night of the fight. My friends had gone out. I was there on 
Sunday night, when the shooting took place. 

Question. You say there were whippings on Broad River. What part of Union County 
is that ? 

Anme)'. Right north of Union Village, on Pacolet. 
Question. How far from where you live ? 
Answer, Five or six miles, in that settlement. 
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Qufsiion. If yon could liear all about tlio whipping of those men, ten miles away, 
yon can tell ahont the whippings on liroad Kiver, live or six miles away? 
Jtmvcr. I don't know that I can tell you. 

Question, Can you tell the name of a single person whipped on Broad River? 
Anma\ No, sir. 

Question. Is it not the fiict that in XJnion County, although these terrible riots have 
occurred, there has been very little Avhipping done ? 
Ajisircr. I don't suppose there has been so very much whipping in Union. 
Question. You say many refugees ate here from Union County now ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , * 

Question. How many? 

Answer. Sonu^thing like a hundred, or a huudred and fifty, are here, and elsewhere, 
knocking about. That many, or more. 

Question. How many are here in this place — not in this place and Chester and Y^ork, 
but here in Columbia? 

Answer. As near as I can get at it, there are thirty or forty in this place, and some 
have been here, but have gone to other places* 

Question. How do you know they are here as refugees? Is it not very natural for 
them to tiock here for work ? 

Answer. They tell me they are from my county. 

Question. Is not a black man sharp enough, if he is out of labor in Union County and 
cannot get it, to make up a dishonest tale, that ho has been whipped, and come down 
here to get the sympathies of the republicans of Columbia in order to get employment 
iu that way ? Do you not think tliere aro men capable of that ? 

Answer. There may be ; but suppose men were authorized to come to your house, or 
you believed you had notice ? 

Question. That is begging the question. I ask might not that be tho fact, as I have 
stated it ? 

Answer. It might be, because I believe there are bad colored people as well as white. 

Question. Would it not be a pretty good game for a colored man up there, who was 
tricky and could not get work there, to come down with a cock-aud-a-buU story to 
get sympathy and work ? 

Answer. It would be a pretty good game, but I do not think that they would do it, 
because we know the people of the county. 

Question. If there are one hundred and fifty of these refugees here and at Chester 
and York, do you not think there aro some of that kind ? 

Answer. It may be ; I cannot say. 

Question. How many of these refugees iu Columbia can you name ? 

Answer. Some I cannot name. I can name my owti : myself and my three boys, and 
Simpson Giles out here, and Finchcr Foster, and Een Foster — I don't know whether 
they are here just now, but they have been here — and Allen Foster; and Ed. Means, 
he is on the train. 

Question. What train ? 

Answer. He is running on the Union ville train. * 

Question. Does not that go right through Y'ork County? 

An»ive7\ No, sir, to Greenville. 

Question. Does that go through Chester ? 

An8^ver. No, sir. 

Question. Is he a married man? 

Answer. No, sir, and has no family. 

Question. How many of these persons you mentioned are single ? 
Answer. I have two of my boys single, and one man-ied. 
Question. Aro not most of the others you spoke of single ? 
Answer. No, sir ; they are married. ' * 

Question. This is tho very best place for single men to come to get work, like this 
man you mentioned on the railroad. How is he employed ; is ho a brakeman ? 
Answer. No, sir : I think he is a fireman. 



CoLUMBL\, South Cakolina, Jtily 20, 1871. 
JACK JOHNSON (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you live in this county now? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What county did you come from 7 
Ansutei; From the lower edge of Laurens County, 
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Question. How lonfj had you lived in Laurens ? 
Answer. I had lived there siuee I was born. 
Qnesiion. How old are yon ? 
Ansiver. Forty-five on the 25th of next August. 
Question. What did you do there? 

Answer. I was farming pretty much all the time until emancipation, and then I still 
farmed on, but cut rock and built chimneys. 
Question. You were a stone-mason, then ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you called on there by the Ku-Klux at any time ? 
Answer, Yes, sir; I was called on by one man on the way from the riot at Laurens, 
from the fuss. 

Question. By one man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, just one man. He said he had been out three nights, and his horse 
hadn't eat a bite. I heard him tell that gentleman after he got done beating on mo. 
Question. What did he do to you ? 

Answer. He came up to the gin-house and jumped off of his horse and said to me, 
Didn't I tell you I would give you as much for your cotton in the seed as anybody ? " 
I told him yes, and I told him Mr. Johnson told me to get my cotton ginned up and 
pay him what I owed him for bacon and corn, like a gentleman. He says to me, What 
ticket did you vote ? " I told him I voted the republican ticket. '^God damn you,^ 
says he, " have you got a tie-rope here Says I, " Mr. Reizer, I don't think I have 
done anything to call for that." He says, No, God damn you, you haven't done any- 
thing ; you go against our party ; you go against us who have been a friend to you all 
your days. I suppose yon hallooed the other day, Hurrah for Governor Scott. Hidn't 
you vote for Governor Scott ?" I told him I did, and I thought I was right in doing 
so. He says, Why did you think so ?" I told him I thought that was the right way, 
and it was right for me to go that way. He says, " Suppose you want to be buried 
right here ?" I says, '*No, I am not prepared to die," and I stooped down to pick up 
some cotton on the ground, and he struck me on the head and knocked me down on 
the face. 

Que-^tion. What with ? 

Answer. With a club about a yard long, and I turned and got hold by his coat and 
tried to struggle up, and he jerked out his pistol and said, ^' God damn you, if that is 
what you're after, I'll kill you right now." I told him I didn't want him to kill me. 
He beat me on the head. I don't know what passed, but he beat on me to his satisfaction, 
and I went to raise again, and he says, God damn you, I've a great mind to shoot you 
through and through." I says, " Mr. Reizer, you are beating me for nothing. O 
Lord, I hope you'll not kill me." He says, ^' Do you think the Lord has any feeling for 
you or anybody else that voted the ticket you have ? " I told him yes, I thought he 
ought to have. When I said that he struck me right across the top of my forehead, 
and I caught at his hand, and he says, God damn yoQ, I left eight of your republican 
part^ biting up dirt at Laurens, and you'll be biting dirt before morning and he said 
then, " I don't say I'll kill you, but, God damn you, there's men from Tennessee to kill 
you ; " and he turned around and said to Mr. Miller, " I ought to kill this God-damned 
nigger right here." Those gentlemen were standing theio and not one of the white 
gentlemen standing around said a word noway. He went on then toward the house to 
have his horse fed. I struggled along to the fence and got on the fence and got over, 
and went through to my wife's house, and she said they had l/een there hunting me. I 
told her to please give me a little piece of bread and meat and I would try to get away 
from there. She cut me off some bread and a bit of bacon, and I put it in my pocket 
and made off to Newbury Court-House. When I came on the road by Squire Hunter's, 
they were camped on the road, about thirty men. They had their horse-feed lying 
in the corners of the fence, and had taken down fence-raiis to put up pens to put their 
horses in. I went through the field and on down to the Lutheran church, and there 
was another company that I knew nothing at all about. I thought I had better kfcep 
the woods all the time to Newberry Court-House, and I did keep the woods and fields 
all the way. I had to part the brush with my hand to get this arm through, for I had 
but one arm then to use. I had to keep this arm here for nine weeks, and never will 
use it again. I can't turn the drill in the rock with that arm. One finger he broke so 
that it hung down. 

Question. Who was that Mr. Reizer ? 

Answer, George Reizer, the son of old Billy Reizer. 

Question. How far did he live from you ? 

Answer. About three miles. 

Question. What is he ? 

Ansiver. A farmer and a store-keeper. He has a large store. 
Question. Who were these other men that you spoke of? 
Ansiver. Mr. Frank Miller and Elam Ritchie and Henry Johnson. 
Question. Did they come with him ? 
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Answer. Xo, sir, they were tending abont the gin-house ; Mr. Johnson was with me 
Question. What were their politics ? 

Answer. Mr. Henry Johnson tohl me he was sorry. T asked him wasn't that awful 
tbat I was beat that way for nothing, lie said, then, I am sorry, but my advice 
Avonkl be for you to get away from about here." I asked his advice. He said, "Get 
away for fear they will kill you;" and I made my escape. 

Qiiesthu. Were they the men you worked for ? 

Answer. .Mr. Johnson was working with mo that day, because I had a good mule and 
he had two young mules that I raised to haul these loads. H^ had me to help him 
liaul his cotton and he helped me. • Wo were swapping work. 

Question. Had you been to the election the day before ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where J 

Answer. At Clinton. 

Question. Had these men been to the election, too, that were there with you ? 
Answer. No, sir, only one. 
Question. Who ? 

Ayiswer. Young Adams, a colored man. 

Question. Were they of the same party with you ? Were they republicans or demd 
crats f 

Answer. There were no republicans* there but black men ; the other two were demo- 
crats, but they were powerlul opposed to what Keizer did to me. 
Question. Did you ask them for protection ? 
Ansicer. No, sir, because I knew it was no use. 
Question. Why? 

Answer. Because I knew it was no use for nobody to ask protection from men as 
vigorous as they were, because they were all principally against us voting, and Mr 
Johnson had told me before to vote a reform ticket if I wanted to save myself; and 1 
knew it was no use. 

Question. Was Reizer drunk or sober ? 

Answer. I never saw him drunk in my life. 

Question. You say he is a farmer and store-keeper in that neighborhood ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, he has a farm going on right there. He went the next day after he 
beat me and rode up to my house and asked for me. My wife told him she didn't 
know where I was, I was gone to my father. I didn't tell her 1 was going for New- 
bury, for I knew she would go crazy entirely if I did. He asked what he should do 
to get his money out of that farm. She told him to do what he could. He said, " By 
God, he knew what he would do." He turned around and galloped off and came back 
and took away my fodder and things. It took four loads to haul my fodder. And he 
took oft' my cotton. 

Question. W^hat became of your crop ? 

Answer. He took it all off. I owed $70 and he took off my mule. He took my cow 
up there to sell her, and Mr. Boyd wouldn't let her be sold. He said be claimed the cow 
in my behalf ; he hated to see all my property go for nothing. There was my hogs. I 
think they brought I had two hogs in the pen to have weighed two hundred by 
Christmas. That mule I had refused $175 for. All the men in the settlement knew 
that mule. I loved the mule. It was as large a mule as I have seen since I have been 
here in Columbia. He took my fodder and he sold my corn. He sold it for twenty 
bushels, more or less. I had measured my corn when I put it up, and I had eighty 
bushels, and he sold it for twenty bushels, more or less. 

Question. Did you owe anybody else but him in that ueigborhood ? 

Answei'. Yes, sir, I owed some other men. I owed The lady I rented the land from. 
I bought the land off for a hundred dollars a year. She said she would rather I should 
h'ave it than anybody else, for I would work it. Mr. Dave Boyd and Billy Young came 
and told my wife she had better go off to some other place, because Mr. Reizer was 
going to take my truck away, and she had better hunt a home some other place. 

Question. Where is your wife ? 

Answer. She has come here. 

Question. Have you any children ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have one boy driving a carriage now, down below, for the hotel. 
Question. How much was your crop worth that you left there ? 

Answe7\ Well, the man taking the census around was at my house just about four 
days beftjre the election came off, aad he came into the cotton-field where my wife was 
picking cotton and asked for my proi)erty, and 1 told him, and he said my property at 
the house was worth $000 besides my crop — that is, my hogs and cows. I had one cow 
and calf and another heifer and two yearlings. I wouldn'.t have taken one hundred 
dollars for my cow, because when we drove her up she would give two gallons of milk 
every night and morning, and wo needed no begging with her. 

Question. Have you been back since ? 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you feel afraid to go baek ? 
Answc7\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Why ? 

Auswer. I know one thing. Mr. George Reizer don't care for money no more than 
you for a chaw of tobacco, and if he didrrt kill me, he would have it done; because he 
had been at me so long before the election to vote the conservative ticket, and I would 
not tell him what I would do. I told him I couldn't promise nobody I would vote such 
a ticket, for I wouhj have gone against my principles and against iny own f^^elings. 
He came up there a day or two before the election and asked me what I would take 
for my cotton in the seed. I told him I didn't want to sell my cott(m in that way. 
He said I might go to any white man in the settlement and ask him what the cotton 
was worth in the seed, ,nnd leave it to him which would be best for me to do. I left 
home immediately, and went over to Jared Johnson, one of the strongest democrats in 
the settlement, but one of the best men, who wouldn't tell anybody anything wrong 
about it. He is a magistrate. I asked him what was best for me to do. I told him 
Mr. Reizer was powerful mad at my house yesterday ; I wouldn't promise him not to 
Tote the republican ticket. He says, "You go home and let everybody see you are 
gathering your crop and paying your debts, and when you get your cotton ginned ])ay 
Mr. Reizer half and Mrs. Dillon half until you get them both paid." I rented my 
laud from her. He says, I got some meat of George Reizer on a lien, and he wrote 
me an insulting letter, and I let him know I am not a nigger." 

Question. How is it there in regard to the other colored people ? Do they feel at lib- 
erty to vote as they please, or has this system of intimidation been carried on to any 
extent. 

Ansiver. Well, they are down up there now, for all the republican men that have been 
the leaders, speaking and going about through there, has left there — has come out and 
left them. My wife come from there about four weeks ago. She is just as well brought 
np as a white child. Her old master and mistress had no children, only her to take 
care of, and she was respected ; and she said they refused to speak to her there, and 
told her she had better go away from there to Columbia, for that was a bad place 
for negroes, it was a harbor for negroes ; nobody there seemed to have no use for us — 
no old friends. 

Question. What do you know about the liberty of the colored people there to speak 
or do as they please ? How was it at the election f 

Ansiver. All voted that could vote, only they were persuaded to vote the other way. 

Question. Was there any violence of this kind before the election of last October f 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; there were lots of threats. You could hear rumors of threats all 
through the settlement. There was Mr. Tom Ware. The day of the election I walked 
np, and I had a chill on me that day. I put in my vote, and some of them says, 
" There's Old Jack voting for Scott !" Says I, " Suber he irt school commissioner at 
Laurens now, a colored man — " Did you notice how they voted; there are some going 
in I don't think is right. Dr. Tom Ware spoke np, and says, ** Now, the last God- 
damned one of J- on are voting yourselves into your graves." 

By Mr. Yan Teump : 

Question. What did you mean, saying it was not going all right ? 

Answe7\ What I meant was this : When I went to go out of the gate to go to vote I 
had no ticket, and I asked a gentleman for a ticket. I had just got there. I catclied 
him by his coat, and i:)ulled him around, and asked for a ticket. He handed me a ticket, 
and I "says, What are yon ; are you a republican ?" He says, " I am as full-pledged a 
republican as yon ever saw." I took the ticket and went back in the yard ; they told 
me I couldn't go in then ; enough had gone. Only ten voted at a time. I showed the 
ticket to a white man in the yard there, and he says, ''That's a democratic tick^^t ; 
you'll not vote it." .1 says, " No, not for this world." This. man, Al. Daggan, pulled me. 
He is a colored man, and he says, "I'll give you a right ticket." And then I went on 
and voted. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Can you read. 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. Had you taken any part in politics — been a candidate for office ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question. Did you do anything else than vote? 

Answer. No sir, only to vote ; only this, I took a great propriety in counseling the 
peoi)le which way to voto—tho colored people. I had been riding about a good deal. I 
was the only colored m^du that had a mnlc anywheres nigh my house, and I would go 
'way off to speeches, and come back and tell the news how the speeches were; that was 
all i did, and for that they were very down on me. 
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By Mr. Stevexson : 
Qiicsiioii. Did you say tlio scar was still on your head ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, here is the scar of his lick. [Indicating.] lie struck me here, and 
struck nie again, and this linger ho broke entirely, so that I can't turn a drill in iny 
hand. 

Qncstwn. Was that done with a club? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had ho a pistol ? 

Answer. YVs, sir. When he was beating me his cartridges began to fall out of his 
pocket, and ho gathered them up, and said, Those arc sort of things for you, God 
danm you. 

Question. How many white men were there ? 

Answer. Three grown white men, and one young man nearly grown 
Question. Did they do anything to protect yon ? 
.Answer. No, sir, they just stood and looked on. 

By Mr. Yjls Trump ? 
Question. How old a man is this George Reizer ? 

Ansu'er. I should suppose he is twenty-eight or twenty-nine years old. 
Question. Who was the other man with him when he came up ? 
Ansicei'. There was no other rn^in ; he came up by himself. 
Question. Who was the other man begged for a horse feed? 
Answer. Ho begged for it. 
Question. Of you? 

Ansicer. No, sir, of this other white young man. That was at Mr. Miller's house, 
where this was done. It was at Mr. Miller's gin-house. 

Question. Where did Reizer come from ? Did he come to see you i)articularly ? 

Answer. He left the crowd at Mr. Joe Hunter's. They had all come down there 
together. 

Question. How far was that from Miller's ? 
Ans^wcr. Three miles. 

Question. How do yon know he left a crowd there? 

Answer. My wife and all the rest said so. He came by my house first, and asked for 
me, and they told him I was gone to the gin-house with a lot of cotton. 
Question. Ho^7 far is that ? 

Ansiver. Three miles, about. They were all shooting up at Mr. Hunter's. 
Question. How far is Hunter's house from your house ? 
Answer. About half a mile. 
Question. Was your wife there ? 

Ansiccr. No, sir, she was at Mr. Sanderson's. ' 
Question. How far is that ? 

Answer. It was only about a quarter of a mile, and she could see all around the door 
and around the store where they were?. 

Question. What time did he leave Hunter's ? 

Ansii'cr. I don't know. I know about the time he came to where I was. 
Question. What time was it ? 

Answa\ I think the sun was about two hours high. 
Question. Was there anybody with Reizer when he came up? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question. No crowd in sight ? 

Answei: No, sir ; not that I saw. But after I left for home and got ray meat and 
bread, coming back to the read, there were fifty-three men going right down to where 
Mr. Reizer beat me. 

Question. Was that the first crovvd you met ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How came you to say there were thirty? 

Answn\ There were fifty-three that night. There was more than mo saw them. 
This man Johnson, that was at the gin-house with me, met them in the night. Thoy 
said they heard Dr. Pink Johnson hail as they passed his house, and asked them whore 
they were going, and they said they were going over to the other road. 

Question. Were they Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they disguised ? 

Answer. They were just on the way from the raid at Lnurens. 
Question. Had they disguises on ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How do you know they Avere Ku-Ivlux ? 
Answer. They were acting very much like it. 

Question. Do you know that what you are telling hero you are swearing to ? 
Answo\ Yes, sir. 

74 t 
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Question. And yet you call them Ku-Klnx ? 

Ansii'et\ Well, what is the difierence between the Ku-Klux? A man that will kill a 
man I always call him a Kn-Klnx. 

Question. There were fifty-three of them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Wonld they all kill a man ? 

Ansivcr. I don't know what else hut that business they were there for. Why 
should they be out ? If I were to start out in that sort of a crowd, knowing so many 
men had been killed above and below here, take up my gnu and gone to join them, I 
would say I would kill a man jnst like they did. , 

Question, You think all those fifty-three men were Ku-Klux not disguised ? 

Ansiver, They had guns and amnuinition. 

Question. Had they been up to this riot ? 

Ansiver. There was where the Ku-Kluxing had been done. 

Question. Was the Laurens riot by Ku-Klux? 

Aiisiver. That is what they say. I don't know what Ku-Klnx is. 

Question, Who says it ? 

Ansice7\ Everybody. They don't call them anything else. These men that arc kill- 
ing men about, they are Ku-Klux. 

Question, You don't know much about the Laurens fight ; how it was begun or what 
it was ? 

Answer. No, sir; I Avas not at it, but I knew many of the men who were killed. 

Question. That is your opinion of the Laurens raid, that all who were engaged against 
the colored x)eople were Ku-Klux ? 

Answ€f)\ I can't think anything else, because if they hc^d not been, I would not have 
thought they would have killed Mr. Henry Johnson and Frank Miller, and those 
people were right smartly opposed to them and never left their -homes for them. Mr. 
Hunter and Mr. Bond, and Calvin Adams and Tom Hutton w^ould allleave their homes 
to go to that riot, but Johnson and Frank Miller never left their homes. They said 
they wouldn't take part in anything of the kind. 

Question. How far is that from Laurens ? 

Ansiver. Eighteen miles below Laurens. 

Question. You do not think Frank Miller and Johnson were Ku-Klux? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question, How do you account for the fact of four men standing there, seeing this 
one man come up furious as a mad bull and attack you, without taking your part ? 

Answei\ They are like all other men. They knew that if they took any part in that 
they would be called taking a negro's part. That is the way they do up there. When 
a white man goes in and speaks in behalf of the negro, they i)nt him in above all 
the negroes. • 

Question. You think all the white men are for killing all the negroes? 
Answer. Some were for peace, and some were not. 
Question. There is no peace between the white men and the negroes? 
Answer. I should not call it so ; because I tried for four years to be as humble as I 
could, and to get along with them in some way, and I couldn't do it. 

Question. All the white men opposed to the negroes you think are Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I don't know that I can say lliat they are. 

Question, You say the assessor, when he came around a day or two before the elec- 
tion, said your property about the house was worth $600 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; besides iny corn and cotton. • 
Question. And your cow ? 

Answer. No, sir. I talked a little too fast ; I had gathered my corn and counted it. 

Question, But he did not count your cotton ? 

Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question.' He counted the cow ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; both times. I had a cow and a heifer. 
Question, Did he count your mule ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Then he estimated the amount of your property at $600, including all your 
property, except your cotton crop ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What was your cotton crop worth ? 

Answer. My cotton crop, from what I can understand — Mr. Reizer sold three bales and 
I had about a hundred pounds lacking to make two bales when- 
Question. Was that worth about §100 ? 
Answer. I can't say what. 
Question. What was cotton worth ? 

Answer. Cotton was worth nineteen and a quarter, I think. 

Question. What would it come to — about four hundred pounds in a bale? 

Answei'. Yes, sir. 
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Question. Would not that bo about §120 or $130 ? 

AnHU'cr. Tlion ho hired hands and jncked out another bale. 

Qnesiwu. Then you had three bales? 

Ansiv(r. Yvs, sir. Then he sold about twelve hundred pounds in the field to Johu 
May, a colored man. 

(hiestiou. All this property is gone ? 
Ausii'cr. Yes, sir ; I have never received it. 

Question. The $600 vs^orth, and the cotton and everything else; cows, mules, and 
everything else? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Who had it sold— Reizer ? 
Answar. Yes, sir. 
Question. On execution? 

Ansicev. I don't know how he did it; he just went there and gathered it. lowed 
him some for bacon. 
Question. Kow mnch^ 

Answer. I give him the lieu. I bought my mule and got me some little feed to go on 
to feed my mule along until I could get somebody to help me out, and rented mo the 
laud and \vent to work. I went to the store and asked Mr. Reizer to let me have bacon 
and corn. Ho asked, how much. I told him about $70 worth of bacon and corn 
together. He asked mo if I would give him a lien on my crop. I told him I would 
give him a lien on everything I made, outside of the rent. 

Question. Then you owed him $70 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir j he wrote it down that he was to let me have $70 worth in bacon 
and corn. 

Question. You owed him $70 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Your contract was to pay Mrs. Dillon $100 rent ? • 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you owed $170 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who else ? 

Answer. Well, I owed some little debts up there, but I don't know that it concerned 
him. 

Question. It concerns me just now. How much did you owe besides that $170 ? 
Answer. I ean't tell you without 1 saw my account. I owed Mr, Bob Callomy $30. 
Question. That makes $200 ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who else did you owe ? 
Answer. I don't know anybody else. 
Question. You said you owed little debts? 

Answer. Yes ; I couldn't tell who they were now until I could see. They were littlo 
things. I don't know that anybody had any charges against me. , 

Question. Part of the cotton had to be attended to, and Reizer attended to that and 
made twelve hundred pounds of it ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you not heard what disposition he made of that property? 
Answer. He wrote me out a few papers and sent me. 
Question. Here? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. My wife went up there and sent to him for a settlement, and he 
sent her $2, and sent her the papers, and said that was all he owed me ; and I think he 
claimed that I owed him something over a hundred dollars. 

Question. How much over? 

Ansiver. I don't know that, but she said she thought, from the way he did, that he 
claimed over a hundred dollars. But when I went to him the last time for bacon — I . 
was out of bacon — and told him I wanted some 

Question. Never mind that. 

Answer. He told me I was up with my lien. 

Question. You gave him a lien for $70 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Then you owed $200? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, You owed $230, if Reizer was honest in saying that you owed him thirty 
more. He claimed that, did he not ? 
Answer. I don't know ; I can't go to see him. Mr. Moore has got it. 
Question. What papers did ho send you? 

Answer-. JMr, Moore has it. I sued him just day before yesterday. 
Question. Where? 
Answer. Here in Columbia. 

Question. How did you sue him here ? He lives in Laurens ? 
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Ansive)\ I lia\ o given it to the lawyer. The lawyer said if I would i)ay his way there 
he would attend to it. I told him I couldn't go up there. 
Question. How was tliis property disposed of? 
Answer. It is gone; he sold it. 
Question. Did ho get a judgment against you? 
Aimver. I don^t know what he did, for I cannot tell. 
Question. Then you do not know anything ahout it? 
Answer. I know he sold it, and I got nothing. 
Question. Did Mrs. Dillon get her pay ? 
Ansiver. I don't know. 
Question. Did Mr. Callomy get his pay? 
Anstver. I don't know. 

Question. You do not know anything about it ? 

Answer. No, sir; I left my property. All I hear from my wife is that it is all gone ; 
that he took it away. 

Question. And you arc going to sue him for it? 
Answei\ Yes, sir, and assault and battery. 

Question. If what you stated hero is true, both about taking your x)roperty and about 
assaulting you, you ought to sue him? 

A7mver, Yes, sir; and I think, according to the law the white man told me, he ought 
to be prosecuted for taking my property without anything. 

Question. When he rode up was he on horseback ? 

Aimver. H^ jumped off his horse at the fence. 

Question. What did ho first say ? 

Answer. He said, "What the hell are you doing here?" I said, "I am hauling cotton." 
He said, "Didn't I tell you I would give as much for your cotton as anybody else?" I 
said, "Yes; but you told me to leave it to tvv^o men, and Mr. Johnson told me what to 
do." 

Question. What were you going to do ? 

Answer. I was going to have it ginned. I was going to let Mr. Bond gin it and sell 
it for me, and i^ay Mrs. Dillon some and Mr. Reizer some. 

Question. Did he apj)car to be mad because you would not let him have your crop of 
cotton ? 

Answer. He wanted to buy it in the seed. 

Question. Then he asked you right away what ticket you voted ? 

Answei\ Yes, sir. Then he said, "God damn you, you have done everything agains^i 
the party you could." 

Question. Did ho whip you for voting that ticket, or for the cotton ? 

Answer. I just put it that way. 1 don't know whether it is right or wrong. I 
believe he brought that excuse of the cotton to pick a quarrel to beat mc. 

Question. Is Reizer understood to be so bad a man as all this ? 

Ansive)'. He never had much of a good name with tjie colored men. 

Question. Has ho had other difficulties with other people ? 

Answer. Ho had other difficulties way in back times j I don't know about lately, but 
he has no feeling forblaek men. 

Question. What other black man has he beaten for voting the republican ticket ? 
Answer. I don't know that he has knocked any about. 

Question, You say you believe he made this cotton an excuse to beat you, because 
you were a republican ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe it, and shall always believe it. I don't know as he had 
any right to do it. 

Question. Ho had no right to whip you for either cause, but you say he made the cot- 
ton a pretext to get up a quarrel and beat you for voting the republican ticket ? 
Answer'. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are there any other black men republicans ? 

Answer-. Yes, sir ; but he had no chance at them. Ho had a chance at me because 
ho made a crop with me. 

Question. Have you heard of his beating any other negro men ? 

Anstver. No, sir ; only ho shot one man. He didn't kill him, but ho shot him to 

Eieces nearly. That is since that. I didn't blame him so much for that, for if he 
adn't caught up with who it was he would have always sworn it was me. A man 
went and bored into his store-house, and he shot him up j)retty bad. A black man was 
trying to get into his store. 

Question. That is, a black man was trying to get into his store and he shot him ? 
Answer. Tes, sir. 

Question. That is all you have heard of his feeling against the black people ? 
Answer. I don't know about that ; ho has a bad feeling toward me. 
Question. You say you do not blame him for shooting that black man ? 
Answer. No, sir. I should have done so iu his place. I should have tried to find out 
who he was if balls could find out. 
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Question. You liad no difficulty except about thi:^ cotton ? 

Answer, Xo, sir. He would halloo, " How are you j^jetting ou V ana "Hurry 

Question. Has uot Mr. Koizer beeu kind to negroes there, to help them ? 

Aiisu-er. Very kind for their money. Nobody ever had much dealing with him except 
that way. That is the way with the Ijfack people there; they work all the year as 
hard as' they can, but when Christmas comes the whole bandanna of them get noth- 
ing. 

Question. What is the *^ bandanna?'^ 

Answer. I say the whole bandanna of the colored people have no money when 
Christmas comes. 

Question, Whose fault is that ? 

Answer. It is because many of them can't read or write. 

Question. Do you think those white people cheat them out of what they should get ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; pretty much. Some of the black people wastes what they make. 
Question. Do the republican white peoido hate them ? 

Ansu'ci\ They don't have any white republican people in that county. In Laurens 
Connty there are a few, but I don't think there is a rexmblican white man in our neigh- 
borhood. 

Question. Does the negro population carry that county at the election ? 
Answer. They have been doing it so far. 
Question. All the time ? 
Ansu'er. Yes, sir. 

Question. There is a much larger number of black peoi>le than whites ? 
Answer. I reckon there is. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you say he told you he had been up where they killed people ? 

Answer. He told me, God damn you, I've left eight of your republican i)arty biting 
dirt up here at Laurens, and you'll be biting dirt before day, I don't say I'll kill you, 
but, by God, there's men from Tennessee will kill you." 



Columbia, South Carolina, July 20, 1«71. 
ALFRED WRIGHT (colored) sworn and examined. * 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you live ? 
Answer. At Union, North Pacolet, 
Question. Do you live there now? 
Answer. My family is there, Iiam here. 
Question. Are you staying here ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I have no other place to stay at present. 
Question. They are at North Pacolet, in Union County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What caused you to leave there ? 

Answer. I could not tell you the particular point, more than I can tell this : I was an 
active person in my principles, and they looked at me that they would follow after mo 
just what direction I went, and I held on strong to my principles, and through all the 
election they followed me. Even the tickets were placed in my hands election day, 
and I handed them out deliberately as they called for them. I was embraced at the 
same time by a man — Byars — that I would not have this privilege a year to come ; that 
he would bet $500 1 would not. I was making cotton myself. I told him I was not a 
betting mau. He was standing as close as this table when he said it. There is tho 
only thing I can say they have against me. 

Question. What caused you to leave ? 

Answer. They came for me. 

Question. Who came ? 

Answer. It was the citizens; they call t hem Ku-Klux, It was several of them. My 
children knew them. 

Question. Did you see them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they wont into my house. They had false-faces, and them that 
had no false-fiiees had handkerchiefs with holes cut in them. 
Question. How many were there ? 
Answer. Twenty-six went into my house. 
Question. When was that ? 

Answer. Sixteen days before Christmas. Fifteen days before I left 
Question. What did they want ? 

Anstcer. They said they came from hell for Wright. They were the boys that carried 
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Owens to liell and now they were going to carry Alfred Wright to hellj for company for 
Owens. 1 was sitting looking at tliem liivc a rabhit sits in the bushes. The moon was 
shining bright, so bright that I could not come close. 
Question. How were you in the bushes ? 

Anstver. I mistrusted, from the actions of the peoi)le, and was told not to stay at 
home any. 

Question. Did they go any further in search of you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they went in there and searched, and the next house above, after 
another man ; but that Avas not much to me. 
^Mcs^iort. What became of him? 
Answer. He got out of the way. 
Question. What is his name ? 
Answer. Dennis Smith. 
Question How old are you ? 
Answer. Forty-four on'the 8th of March last. 
Question. Can you read and write ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I can read a little in print and figures. I can't read writing but 
very little. 

Question. Where did you learn that 

Anstv(^r, When I was growing up. Just when my young master was about ; when I 
left North Carolina. I have been away eighteen years. 
Question. You had taken part in politics f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you been a candidate ? 

An8wei\ Only a delegate to the county convention in Union. 
Question. Are you afraid to go back there now ? 

Answe7\ I can't get no letters. I have written several, but I can't get no answer. 
Question. Are you afraid to go back ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are you afraid of? 

Answer. I am afraid of my being destroyed, just in the way they aimed to do it, and 
I heard them say they would do it. 
Question. Is your family there ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What family ? 
Answer. Two daughters and a wife ? 
Question. Are you a tradesman ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, a blacksmith. 
Question. Were you carrying on a shop ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I worked in Samuel Jefferson's shop, what smith work I did. I car- 
ried on farming on the same i)lantation. I had hands. 

By Mr. SxEVENsOisr : • * 

Question. Did you know any of these men who came to your house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, some of them. I knew Joe Wright for one, and Worthy Duncan for 
another, and Fowler, who lives at John R. Jeffer's, I can't thhik of his surname. 1 
knew Fowler because I ]3roceeded on through the pine after they left there, and saw 
them go through the gate, as the moon was shining. I laid back in the x^iues. I^iy 
children knew them by their coming so often to the shop ; but I charged them particu- 
larly never to own that, because I was going to leave that day. 

Question. Did you know any others ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; I did not pursue after them. I could not follow after all of them, 
I just followed so many. 

Question. "What business are these men in that you name ? 

Answe)\ Farming. Duncan's mother is a planter. He attends to it. Joe Wright 
and Fowler are renters on John R. Jeffer's place. That is his uncle. 
Question. Are they living right in the neighborhood where you were ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; next neighbors. 

Question. How do the colored people up there feel about their safety ? 

Answer. Well, there is a heap of them run off in the when they eommenced what 

they did. They havo left and gone to the West ; even the captain of the North Paco- 
let company. 1 was lieutenant of the company. They called for the captain and ho 
went. They called for him as they did for me. 

Question. What \yas the captain's name ? 

Ansiver. Fincher Foster. 

Question. You say colored people have gone west ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a good many. 
Question. Where? 

Answer. To Arkansas and Mississippi and Alabama. 
Question. Did any come here ? 



SOUTH CAROLINA SUC-COMMITTEE. 1175 

Ansii'cr. Yes, sir ; a good many are here from the same place around about where J 
was. They couhl not go back. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. What makes you all come to Columbia ? 

Ansicei'. I reckon they thought it was the safest place, and the most people hero, and 
they make ibr the same place. 

(Jticstion. Would not Charleston be a safer place, for the same reason ? 

Answer. They thought if they went further they might strike a place where it wa? 
not so healthy'as here. They wanted to be as uear as they could to my people. 

Qiieslion. You say you belonged to a militia company ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; but we never had auy arms at all. We were only appointed. 
Question. This is one of the companies in Union said not to have had arms ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; North Pacolet. 

Question. Do you know how many companies were in Union County. 
Answer. No, sir ; I never searched into it. 

Question. Did you never see any military parades in Union County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. In arms ? 

Answer. No, sir. I saw two companies at Union had arms. That was the Santuc 
company and the Union Village company. 

Question. Did you not know a whole brigade mustered at Santuc ? 
Answer. I never was down there, • ^ 

Question. Did you never hear of the Santuc i)arade. 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but I never was down there. 
Questio)i. It was the whole of the county militia ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I heard of it, but I live way up next to the iron-works, on North 
Pacolet. 

Question. When did this Ku-Klux party visit you ? 

Answer. It was about sixteen days before Christmas when they came to my house. 
Question. How do you know the clay ? 

Answer. Because I marked the day I left home. It was the 16th they came ; on tho 
15th I left ; on the 16th day, before Christmas, they came. I don*t know what day it 
was in the month. I counted it, how many days there was until Christmas. Jim 
Phillips could read and write, and he marked it. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. A farmer. 

Question. What time did these people come to your house ? 

Answer. About 9 o'clock. I left the gin until about sunset, and rolled the cotton out 
on some scantlings, so that the rain would not get on the cotton. The next day I 
left. 

Question. Where did you go to ? 

Answer. I went home from the gin. I lived on an adjoining plantation. 

Question. How far was that ? 

Answer. Three-quarters of a mile. 

Question. What time did you get home ? 

Answer. About dark. 

Question. How long did you stay ? 

Answer. Not long enough, more' than time to get something to eat. 

Question. Where did you go to ? 

Answer. In the woods. 

Question. How far off ? 

Answer, xibout a hundred and fifty yards. 

Question. And about 9 o'clock these Wn came ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they on foot ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. They rode up to a mill within a quarter of a mile— a new mill 
belonging to Mr. Jefifers. 

Question. How do you know they came there ? 

Answer. The people living right on the road — a lady there and others. Where they 
liitched their horses I could see tho bushes. 

Question. How near did these men pass to you when you saw them on foot ? 
Answer. The nearest ones were fifty yards. The moon was very bright. 
Question, Was it then you knew Joe 'Wright? 

Answer. My children knew him. They knew who came in the house. 
Question. When you say you knew Joe W^right and Duncan and Fowler, do you moan 
that you recognized them or your children ? 
Answei*. My children knew more than I did. 

Question* When did you discover that Joe Wright was among them ? 
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Answer. When I saw Mm go into this gate ; when I was x:)ursaing hira through the 
pine into his house. 

Question. How far does he live ? 

Answer. The next neighbor — quarter of a mile. 

Question. Towards the mill ? 

Answer. To the right of the mill. 

Question. Why would Joe Wright ride a horse if he lived only a quarter of a mile off? 
Answer. I didn't say he rode a horse. There was a crowd of them ; some rode. 
Question. Some rode to the mill and some did not ride ? 

Answer. Yea^ sir ; him and Fowler ; and they were on foot ; but there came a largo 
quantity of horses; but I didn't say Wright was on a horse. 

Question. Was Duncan on a horse ? , 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Qupsfion. How far did he live ? 

Answer, Near a mile. 

Question. How did you know he came on a horse ? 

Answer. Because he was seen on a horse. Ho was seen by a gentleman over the 
fence, that saw him shoot a pistol off directly ho passed the church. 
Question. Who was that man ? 

Answer. Bob Black told me, in the ])resenee of my family. 
Question. Is he black in skin as well as name ? 
Answer. Black by name and skin too. 
Question. When did he tell you ? 
Answer, I had him hired in my crop. 
Question. Wiiat was he doing at the church ? 

Answer. He was going home. He lived below there and had to go the same road. 
Question. Did he meet him in the road ? 

Answer. He jumped over the fence. He had heard Duncan coming. You know they 
were all skittish. You know when its out that they are killing and destroying, a 
colored man is like a rabbit ; he jumps out of the way when he hears anything. 

Question. But still he saw him and knew him ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in the moon-light he was as close as from here to you — three yards. 
Question. Who knew Fowler ? 
Answer. My children. 
Question. Where does he live ? 

Ansiver. He lives at John R. Jeffers's, where Joe Wright lives. 
Question. Did you track both Fowler and Wright ? 

An8we)\ I could track them. If I told you how I did it next morning you would 

know. I had no less than fifteen bushels of pindars 

Question. What is that ? 

Answer. Guper-peas, or ground-peas — pea-nuts — in my lumber-house. When they 
were searching for me they called for the keys of every' house I had outside. After 
they went into my house searching for me, they tore up the kitchen floor. My wife 
gave up the keys. My floor had the i)indars on, and about a bushel basket in the door, 
and they took all the pindars measiired out and put them in their pftekets. 

Question. How many had you measured out ? 

Answer. There was a bushel in the basket. My son measured the m. He is here. 
They took a bushel of pindars and put them in their pockets, and there must have been 
a good many to do that. My children counted twenty odd that came into the house, 
and the outside ones too. So many came up. to the pindar-house. You know there 
was more than half a dozen or twenty to take that many pindars. It takes a good 
many pockets to hold a bushel of pindars. The next morning I got home about sun-up, 
and I said, " Elmira" 

Question. Who is Elmira ? 

Answer. My wife. 

Question. Why did you not call her wife ? 
Ansiver. It is my wife, and I just said Elmira. 
Question. What makes you recollect that ? 

Answer. I always know her so well, I just call her by that name. Everybody is not 
alike. I didn't i)ick up to call her wife. Well, I proceeded along to Mr. Jeffers's store 
next morning, to get my accounts rectified, calculating to leave as I did. I went by Mr. 
Jeffers's and 1 could just trail the pmdar-hulls plumb up to Joe Wright's house 

Question. Then Joe Wright was not very careful to conceal himself f What was the 
use of Joe Wright putting a mask on if he laid a pindar-trail for himself? 

Answer. If a man eats them^ he throws away the hulls. I went by the hulls.. 

Question. It did not strike you that Joe Wright was very foolish. Do you swear 
you tracked Joe Wright from your pindar-house to his door f 

Ansiver. I can't say him, individually, but I saw them at the gate. I saw my 
pindars were gone. I knew tliat the pindars were taken and I was the only one in the 
settlement, as everybody knows, who had any quan tity of pindars^ and the hulls were 
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along the road, without any kernels ; but, of course, there had been something in them, 
or the hulls would not have been there. 

Question. How did you track Fowler ? 

Answer. They both\vent one road*. 

Question. Were there two lines of pindar-hulls ? 

Ansiccr. No, sir ; only one line^ Yet I was going by the door where I saw them. 
Qiiesiion. One man was eating and distributing pindar-hulls ? 

Answer. I can't say whether one or two ; but niy pindars were gone, and I followed 
tlio hulls as a sign along the road to Wright's. There were so many ; I could not say 
who eat them and who dropped them ; but the hulls we-re along the road. 

Question. You are satisfied that Joe Wright and Fowler, at least, from your investi- 
gation, were there? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Why did you not prosecute them? 

Ansicer. I had to save my life in this place. 

Question. Why do you not now prosecute them ? 

Answer. I was scared at the same time, like all the balance. 

Question. Your name is Wright, too. 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Are you lawyer enough to know that, if the tale you tell about Joe Wright 
and Fowler and the pindars and the pindar-hulls is true, there is not a jury under God's 
heavens would not convict those two men ? 

Answer. I am telling you just what is so. 

Question. Do you not know that, if this is so, that they are as guilty as Cain % 

Answer. I am only telling you what I saw. 

Question. Why don't your friends make you prosecute them ? 

Ansicer. I don't know ; I mentioned it there and everybody was afraid. 

Question. Is everybody afraid here ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Aio there not republicans just as anxious as they can bo to catch these 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer. I mentioned it when I came here, but it just looked as if they left me. 

Question. Did you tell all about the pindar-hulls ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and everything. 

Question. And not a man advised you to prosecute ? 

Answer. It seemed as if they were unconcerned. It made nje mighty near falling out 
with them. 

Question. Your republican friends? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They did not believe you ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I didn't say that. 

Question. Who went with you to track the pindar-hulls ? 
Answer. My son and one of my daughters. That was the next day. 
Question. Y'our son and daughter also ? 
Answer. Y^es, sir.* 

Question. Then there are three witnesses to swear to that precise state of facts ? 
Answei: Yes, sir. 

Question. And neither you nor your friends in Columbia will prosecute these men ? 
Answer. No, sir ; they told me to wait. 
Question. Who told you to wait ? 

Ansicer. My republican friends. Mr. Nuckles told me to wait they would regulate 
this thing. 

Question. Did-you tell the white republicans? 
Answer. I thiuK I spoke to Mr. Bolt. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Ansicer. The gentleman with one arm who was in here. 
Question. Any other Avhite republican ? 
Ansicer. I don't know any other. 
Question. What did he tell you ? 

Answer. He said it would be all straightened up ; that whenever I was called I would 
have to come up. I said, very well. 

Question. Don't you think you had better take this thing into your own hands, whether 
these white republicans advise you to do it or not ? 

Ansiver. I don't know so far as that ; I am not fit to take much in hand to fix it. 

Question. Who were yon a slave to before the war ? 

Ansxer. Gist — Governor Gist's son. 

Question. David Gist? 

Answer. No, sir ; his brother. 

Question. Where does he live ? 

Answer. In Newberry-. I worked in Union still, though I belonged to him. 
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Columbia, South Carolina, July 20, 1871 
HENRY NUCKLES (colored) sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you live ? 

Answer. In Union. . « 

Question. Do you live there now ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I am living liere now. 

Question. When did yon leave there ? 

Answer. I left there Tuesday, in March. 

Question. What Tuesday ? 

Answer. The lirst Tuesday. 

Question. Why did you leave ? 

Ansiver. They said I could not stay there. 

Question. Tell Avhy. 

Ansiver. I went out that night, and I was expecting them to come in there. 
Question. Expecting who"? 

Answer. The Ku-Klux to come in where I lived. I was out that night, and heing 
out, I happened to he on the place where they came along, and it woke me up. I 
heard such a fuss — something almost like cats — and then the voices would turn to 
something else — hallooing. I rajsed up, and could see them. They were in disguise. 
I staid out all night j hut next morning, when I got home, a man living on the planta- 
tion named Ras (Erasmus) Tate — I went to him. He says, " I am sorry for you this morn- 
ing.*' I says, Why?'' He says, ''The Ku-Klux is coming here last night, from what I 
lieard this morning." And so, when I went on up to my house, I went in there and I 
saw things thrown ahont right smart, and commenced looking for liiy gun right away. 
I asked my sister where was my gun. She said, " Some men come and got that last 
night." I never had anything more to say to that. I went on up then to the house of 
the man that owned the i)lace. He told me that they said I must leave. 

Question. Did he say he had seen them ? 

Answer. No, sir; he was in the house. They just hallooed out so he could hear the 
alarm. 

Question. Who is that man ? Whose place were you working on ? 
Ansiver. Elias Mitchell. 

Question. Did you leave in consequence of this ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir j I left sudden. 
Question. Do you feel at liberty to go hack ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you live on your father's place ? 
Answe)'. No, sir ; this was Mr. Mitchell's place. I rented land. 
Question. Are you married ? 
. Answer. No, sir ; single man. My sister was living there. 
Question. That was in March last ? 
Ansi^xr. Yes, sir. 

Question. How do the colored people feel there in regard to your sjtfety ? 
Answer. They feel that tliey have very little safety. 
Question. On Avhat account ? 

Answer, On account of lying out every night, expecting their lives to he taken, or, at 
least, they say they feel that way. 
Question. Do you think they do feci that way ; that they really believe it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; the reason I think they feel that way is because I feel that way. 
Question. How many have you known to lie out? 

Answer. There were thirteen men of us on the place, and the last one of us was out 
that night. 

Question. Had there been many cases of persons visited by the Ku-Klux in that 
neighborhood ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who? 

Ansiver. I don't want to have anything to say except what I know by myself— with 
my own eyes ; I don't feel to speak for others. 

Question. Did you see people who had been whipped by them? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Who did you see ? 

Answer. I saw a fellow who lived on Thickety, whose name was John. He used to 
belong to Irvis. 

Question, John Irvis? 

Answer. He just registered his name with his owner, I guess. 

By }SIr. Van Trump : 

Qu.estion, All you know of his name is that he was John? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 
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By the Chairman : 
Question, What do you mean by saying his master's uaine was Ivvis? 
Answer. I don't know. All I know is, ho showed me the bruises. 
Question. Did he tell you he had been whipped f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. When ? 

Answer. That was one week before I left there. 
Question, Did ho say by v*'hom ? 
Answer. He said they were disguised meu. 
Question. Anybody else you remember? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

By ]\Ir. Stevenson : • 
Question. Did your brother live with you? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Any of the rest of the family? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. They have come since? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I had a brother come after I came here — Ferdinand. 
Question. Are you a son of Samuel Nuckles ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What did they llave against you ? 

Answer ^^1 don't know what they could have against me. I have always been very 
civil and quiet. They had to give me that name when I left. 

Question. Was that your father's home where you were living with your mother and 
sister ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did all of you live together? 
Aimrer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know how to read and write ? 
A^iswer. Ko, sir ; I can read a little, but I can't write. 
Question. Did your brothers know how to read ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, one of them; but he is not here. 
Question Does your sister ? 

Answer. No, sir. All my sisters are married. They are up the country. 
Question, Do they know how to read ? ^ 
Answer. No, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Yon say this was the first Tuesday in March that they called on you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How do you know they called to see you ? 

Answei'. They called for me, and my sister says they asked, "Where was Henry?" 
Question. They knew you? 
Answer. Yes, sir. , 

Question. How did it come that you were expecting them that night ? What induced 
you to anticipate the coming of the Ku-Klux for you ? 
Answer. A very wealthy man informed me they were coming that night. 
Question. What is his name ? 

Answe): I took my oath to him that I would not tell his name ; but he was a demo- 
crat and had always voted the democratic ticket. 
Question. Did he swear you in ? 

Answer. No, sir, nothing more than that I must not tell what his name was ; that he 
had been informed that they were coming to visit me. 
Question. You say you took an oath ; what do you mean ? 

Answer. Not to tell his name. I was glad that he thought enough of me to make my 
escape. 

Question. What do you mean by taking an oath ? 

Answer. That I wouldn't tell his name. 

Question. What oath ? 

Answer. I raised my hand to him. 

^wesiioji. What did he say ? • 

Answer. He was satisfied then — at least, he felt I would not tell his name, i 
Question. Did he say anything to you while holding up your hand? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. What was it ? 

Answer. That I should not tell what he told me, that they were coming to our bouse. 
Question. Was it just such an oath as the chairman administered to you awhile ago ; 
just like that ? 

A.nsivcr. Yes, sir, pretty much the same. 
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Question, Did be get a book to do it ? 
Ansxcer, No, sir. 
Question, Just said it out ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Pretty mucb sucb an oatb as the cbairmauadraiuistered to you awhile ago ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You don't feel at liberty to tell his name ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I feel that be did me a favor, and probably saved my life. 
Question. You will not tell his name ? 
Ansicei\ No, sir. 

Question. Under no circumstances? 

Ansiver, Well, I would bate to j that is, I believe in standing on my word, whatever 
I told a man I would do. 

Question, Did he tell you the particulars about why they would como? 

Amxm\ No, sir, nothing of that sort. Only to beware of Monday night and Tuesday 
night. 

Question. What day did he tell you that? How long before Monday or Tuesday 
night did he tell you ? 
Answer. About two days before that. 

Question, What made him be so particular as to swear you not to tell? 
Answer. I don't know. I never asked him a word. 

Quesi^ion. Could not he have safely told you by hinting to you, or have said to you 
in some way not to be at home Monday and Tuesday night, or hired you to go some- 
where ? Could there not have been a hundred different ways in which he might have 
done that thing without swearing you right square up ? 

Answer, I was so scared at the time that 1 didn't say much. 

Question. Who did he say were coming to see you? 

Ansicer. He didn't call the names. 

Question. How did he say it ? Give his words. 

Answer. He said he expected the Ku-Klux would be in on me. 

Question, He did say who was coming, did he ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, When I asked you a moment before why did you not tell that ? 
Answe7\ I didu't think that was what you wanted. I thought you wanted the 
names. 

Question. You say he is a wealthy man ? 
Ansiccr, Yes, sir, pretty wealthy. 

Question. How far did he live from where your house was ? 
Answer, He lives two miles. 

Question. It was not his place you were living on ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. 

Question, Wheu did you say he swore you to this? How long before Monday or 
Tuesday night ? 
Answer, About two days. 

Question. What were you doing over there, two miles off? 

Ansiver. I was not over there. He rode through the place where I was living. 

Question. Where had he been ? 

Ansicer, I did not ask him that. 

Question, Were you right along the road he had to go, or did ho have to ride into the 
farm to see you ? 
Answer. I was right on the road. 
Question. He was riding by ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 
Question, Who was with him ? 
Answer, No person. 
Question, Nobody was with him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, What time of the day was.it? 
Answer, It was about night. 

Question. And the first thing he did he told you that you must beware; that the 
Ku-IOux were coming to see you Monday or Tuesday night ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. " 

Question. Did he tell you that before he wanted you to swear, or afterwards ? 
Ansiver. He told me afterwards. 

Question, W^hat was the first word he said ; was it about swearing? 

Answer, After he told me about the Ku-Klux ; he told me they would be here Mon- 
day or Tuesday night. Then he said not to call his name. 

Question, He first told you about it, and then, with uplifted hand, you swore never to 
tell it ? 
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Ansi'er, Yes, sir. 

(^hitt:!iou. Just such an oath as the cliainnau administered ? 
Aiisirer. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiion. Now I want to know who that man was. Yen say he was a wealthy man 
a leading man? 

Atmvcr. He is not a particularly leading man. He has been very wealthy. 
Question. Is ho a planter? 

Ansiccr. 1 don't know very much whether he is or not. 

(Jucsiioii. Is he a democrat or republican ? ^ 

Aiisivcr, lie iias always voted the democratic ticket. 

Qucsiion. I want to know his name. 

Answer. [A pause.] Johnson JShippy. 

Qiiestion. In what town does he live? 

Ansirei: He lives in Spartauburgh. 

Question. In Spartanbnrgh County or Spartauburgh town? 
Answer. In Spartanburgh Township. 
Question. In what county ? 
Answer. Adjoining Union. 

Question. But in what county does he live? You say he lives in Spartanburgh 
Townsliii>. In what county or district does he live ? 
A7iswer. I forget the name of the county. 
QueMion. What town is nearest to where he lives? 
Answer. Spartanburgh, I guess. 
Question. How far is it from Spartanburgh ? 
Answer. It is near eighteen miles from where he was. 
Question. Xow, is that the nearest town? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 guess it is. 

Question. Is there no town nearer than eighteen miles where Johnson Shippy lives? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Does ho live in Union County ? 

Answer. He lives in Spartanburgh County, 

Qtiestion. Then you were mistaken about the township ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I meant Spartanburgh County. 

Questio7i. How old a man is he ? 

Answer. I can't tell positively his age, but we were raised up pretty well togeiher. 
I think he is about twenty-seven years old. 
Question. About your age, and you were raised up together ^ 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you a slave before the war? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who owned you ? 

Answe>\ Richard Littlejohn. 

Question. Was ho the samo man who owned your father and the other members of 
the family? 

Answer. No, sir. • 
Question. Were you separated? 
Ausu'er. Yes, sir. 

Question. You lived near Johnson Shippy all your life ; boys and men raised together? 
Anstcer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far from Broad River does ho live ? 

Answer. Positively I can't tell certainly, but I think it is about fifteen miles. 
Qnestion. Can you tell us how far he lives from Union Court-House? 
' A7isicci\ He lives eighteen miles from Union Court-House. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Does he live very near Limestone Springs ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir; in Spartanburgh. 

By ;Mr. Van Thump : 

Question. This John, whose other name you don't know, lives in Limestone, too? 
Ansiccr. Yes, sir. 

Question. TJiat is all you ever heard of whipping in that region? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Did the other men on Mr. Mitchell's plantation lie out the same night? 
Answe}\ Yes, sir ; thirteen of us all laid out that night. 
Question. They were expecting the Ku-Klux, too ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did they find it out? 
Answer. I told them. 
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Columbia, South Carolina, Julxf 21, 1871. 
DENNIS RICE (colored) sworn and examined. 

The diAiRMAN. I will request Mr. Stevenson to conduct the examination of this 
witness. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Where do you live ? 
' ^?i5irer. In Union ville. • 
Question. How old aije you ? 

Answer. Thirty-two years old the 25th of December. 
Question. When did you leave there ? 

Answer. About lour months ago to-day, I believe j on the 20th of March last. 

Question. Have you a brother who is or was a preacher ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What was his name ? 

Answer. Lewis Thomson. 

Question. Do you know where he is ? 

Ansicei\ I do not. I have heard where he was, but I have not seen him. 
Question. Do you know whether ho is alive ? 

Ansicer. I have no idea that ho is alive. I have heard by almost everybody that 
comes from Union that he is dead, but yet I have not seen hiiii. 
Question. Is it your information that he died a natural death? 

Answer. No, sir; my information is that he was taken out by some disguised men 
and killed. 

()?iesfj'o?j. How long since? 

Ansicer. On the IGth of June, I believe. 

Question. You need not give the details of wnat you have heard, but you can state 
"whether you have knowledge of any threats made against him. 

Ansicer. I saw a paper with his coffin marked on it. It was x>ut there on the week 
before. He was to preach there on Sunday. 

Question. Put where? ♦ 

Answer. At the stand where he preached, at Goshen Hill, in Union County, in the 
lower edge of the county. 

Question. Where did he preach ? 

Ansiver. It is at George Tucker's stand. 

Question. On Tiger River ? 

Answer. It is between Tiger and Enoree rivers. 

Question. When and where did you see it? 

Ansiver. The coffin marked ? He brought it to me the first of this year, along some 
time in February, and he said, " Here is the coffin that they have marked out for me 
if I preach in Goshen Hill Township." 

Question. Describe the paper. 
w Answer. It was a wide paper with a mark in the shape of a coffin, [illustrating,] and 
in the mark is, "Lewis Thomson, if you preach any more." Then three K's — kill, kill, 
kill, it was taken to be. 

Question. Was that what it said : — Lewis Thomson, if you jireach any more, K. K. 

Answei\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Was that all ? 

Answer. It said, You are not to preach here ; a colored man is not to preach in this 
township," as well as I can recollect, after the three K's and the mark of his coffin. 
Question. And he told you that that was posted on the stand ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where he had been in the habit of preaching? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it an out-door stand ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether he did preach there again? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; he preached there that very day. 
Question. What day ? 

Ansicer. It was like you found it to-day. He came there on Sunday and saw the 
writing and he preached a little there that day; but the congregation told him they 
wouldn't stay to hear him; they were afraid there were going to be crowd upon them. 
But, however, they said he preached there that day. His wife told mc he preached 
thero ihat day. 

Question. Has he preached there since ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. .He went back there on the day before he was taken out that night, 
and he asked the white people could he preach there. That is what I was told, what 
I am telliug now. They told him they reckoned so, but gave him very cold satisfiic- 
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tioii, and that iiiglit be was taken ont. He went away from tliere and went over to 
Chester and came here to Columbia, and I saw biwi heie.'^ He went to Spartanburgb. 
X got a b'tter from him at Spartanbnrgb that lie waspreaebing there and having great 
times at Si)artanbnrgb. Then be camo down from there to Goshen Hill, and there he 
was taken away. 

Question. Wliat cbureh did ho belong to ? 

Jnswcr. To the Zion Methodist Church. Burden was bis elder. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Qiicsiion. Where did you see your brother last ? 
Jnsim\ Here in Columbia. 
Qnesiion. When ? 

AuHwer. That was about three weeks after I came down — about the 1st of April. 

Qimtion. How long did be stay here ? 

Jnsicn'. About two days. 

Qucf^iion. He went from bere to Spartanburgh 

.Inswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long did he stay at Spartanburgh? 

Answer. He staid there until the IGth of June. On the loth of June be came down to 
Union and went to the lower edge of Union, in Goshen Hill Township, where be was 
taken away on the 16th. 

Question.' Did he move to Goshen Hill then ? 

Answer. No, sir; he moved there the first of this year. 

Que^sfion. Had he lived there l)efore? 

Answer. No, sir. He preached there last year, but his family staid with me in Bour- 
bonville Township, in the upper edge of Union. He went there to see bis family. This 
year he moved there. When he found this paper on the stand be and bis wife moved 
away. He was a refugee, and they mov^d away. 

Question Whereto? 

Answer. To Lancaster. They sent for bim to preach there. He preached there 
a while, and then they sent liiin to Spartanbnrgb, and he preached there a while, a;nd 
then went to Goshen Hill, and from there be was taken. 

Question. How do you know be was taken? 

Answer. That is what they told me. That is bearsay only. i 
Question. Who told you ? 

Answer. People that were bere on the fourth, and it has been sent to me by many a 
one. I couldn't tell who all told me. 
Question. Several ? 

Ansicer. Abraham Simms, on the 4tb of July, asked me if I knew my brother was 
found. I reckon you have seen in the papers how he was not found after be was taken 
out. He came dawn on the 4th of July to the celebration, and told me they bad found 
my brother on Tiger River washed ashore. 

Question. Had he seen the body? 

Answer. No, sir; he only heard it. 

Question. Then there is no actual knowledge about tl^e finding of your brother in the 
river at all ? 
Answa'. I. just beard so. 
Question. What time did they take bim out ? 

Answer. On the 16th of June, on Friday night. He preached there that night to tho 
colored people. 

• Question, How do you know but what be has got frigbtened there and has gone off 
somewhere else ? You have not beard from bim, and you do iiot know. 
Answei'. I don't know that. 

Question. Who knows that the Ku-Klux called on bim at all ? 

Answer. The ones out of whose bouse be was taken sent me* word. His clothes were 
all there, lying in the chair just like be pulled them ofi". They laid there two or three 
days. 

Question. Did not anybody in the bouse know the Ku-Klux called on bim ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir , the family in t he bonse knew it — William Tucker and bis wife. 
Question. Have you seen them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they sent me word tben, bere, that be w^as taken out by the Ku-Ivlux. 
Question. Did they say what they did with him ? 

Ansiver. They didn't. They said they took bim off and killed bim, but they didn't 
say they saw that. They only saw bim taken and tied at the door. 
Question. Who found the body in the river ? ''^ 
Answer. The bands that worked on the plantation that the river runs through. 
Question. What did they do with the body ? 

Ansiver. I suppose they attempted to bury it, or sent word to his mother and brother 
to go and bury it. Hov/ever, they saw a notice, or beard somebody say that the Ka« 
Klux forbade them to bury him, and they were scared from burying bim. 
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Question. How did the Ku-Khix give that notice, even if they took your brother ont 
and put him iu the river and heard bis body was found ? Who did they give that 
notice to ? 

Anstver. 1 don't know. They couhl have put it up like they put up for every officer 
in the county to resign. You know they gave that notice. 

Question. You don't know anything about it yourself? 

Anmer. No, sir ; that is what they told me. 

Question, Have you heard whether the body was buried ? 

AnBwet\ I heard it was not buried. Those that come from there told me so. 

Question. And the whole people there, white and black, refused to give the body 
burial because, as was supposed, the Kn-Klux had given them notice not to do it? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; that is the last report I have. 

Question. How long since you heard that ? 

Answer. About two weeks. I heard it before that also, but last about two weeks ago. 
Question. Is that a pretty thickly-settled country about there where the body was 
found ? 
An8wej\ Yes, sir. 
Question. Black people ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; and white people. 

Question. Your information is, that the whole country, being informed of the finding 
of that body, were afraid to give it interment because of the threat of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; that is the information they gave me here. 
Question. For all you know tlie body is there yet ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; it is my opinion that the body is there yet unburied. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question, Did you hear in what condition the body was found ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; stabbed — cut open. They said"^ his privates were cut off, and his 
body was dra<^ged along the road and stabbed— cut all about with stabs in the body. 

Question. Did you hear what the Kn-Klux said when they came to the house ? 

An8ive7\ When they came to the house he went up in a little loft that they have in 
the little cabin, but as soon as they came to the door, they said, " Make up" a light 
and they made up a light, and just as soon as it was made they looked up and saw 
him. They said, "Conder is the black rascal — the black son of a bitch !" and they told 
him to Qpme down. He didn't hesitate, but came down immediately. They told him 
if he diW't come down they would kill him immediately. As soon as he came down, 
they gathered and tied him right at the door. When they came upon him the woman- 
she was a member of the church-*says, "Thomson, look to the Lord;" and Thomson 
said, ''Lord, have mercy on me!" and they said, "It's too late to pray now, lor the 
devil has got you," 

Question, Have you been up there to see if these things are true ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I have not. 

Question. Why do you not go? 

Answer. I am afraid to go. I have a brother there. 

Question. Where? 

Ansiver. At Unionville, at Squire Rice's. I have two brothers iu that county and a 
father and mother, and if his body could have been buried they would have done it. 

Question. How far did thev live from Tiger River, where he was said to have been 
found ? 

Answer. The squire lives about twelve miles. 
Question. That is at Unionville ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and the other eight miles above there, which would make nineteen 
miles ; that is, to my father and mother. 

Question. Eight and twelve would make twenty. 
Answer. Eight and eleven. I said twelve, but it is eleven. 
Question, Do you know where David Gist lives ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How far is that from Goshen Hill? Is it in that direction from Unionville? 

Answer. He has got two places. He lives himself, I think, about thirteen or fourteen 
miles from Goshen Hill. I lived on David Gist's plantation last year. He lived about 
two miles from me. I have been living with Gist three years. 

Question. W^as your brother, the preacher, a full brother of yours ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How does it happen that he is named Thomson and you Rice? 

Answer. He was living with Jeter, away down on Fish Dam, and in registering — they 
i ad a little place to register — I registered w^here I was, at Colonel Beaty's mill 

Question. You need not explain that. Was your master named Riee ?' 

Answer. Yes, sir; all of us were Rices. He just registered because he was off, and 
his mother named him Lewis Thomson, and nobody told him any better. He took 
that aa a name. 
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Question, Was he a preacher before the Trar ? 

Answer. No, sir. Mr. Rice has raised us, and all tjie rest of us are named after our 
old master. 

• 



Columbia, South Carolina, July 21, 1871. 
MATTHEW CALBRAITH BUTLER sworn and examined. 

The Cilvir:\lvn. I will request Judge Van Trump to conduct the examination of this 
witness. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where do you reside, General Butler ? 
Answer. In Columbia, South Carolina. 
QueMion. What is your profession ? 

Answer. Up to the 1st of January last I had been a lawyer at the bar. 
Question. What is your age ? 
Answei'. I am thirty-five, sir. 

Question. What was your position in the late confederate army ? 

Answer. I was a major general of cavalry, sir. 

Question. Were you a candidate on the State ticket last year ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. For what position ? 

Ansicer. Lieutenant governor. 

Question. Did you make a canvass of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; thorough. 

Question. All over the State ? 

Answer. I went to every county except two or three. 

Question. Will you give us your experience in the prosecution of that canvass, so far 
as it shows the condition of the country, whether it was quiet or otherwise ; and if 
unquiet, why and wherein ? # 

Ansiver. Well, sir, as you are aware, I was a candidate on what was known as the 
rcfonu ticket in Soufh Carolina, recognizing the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments 
of the Constitution as established facts, and under them gnaranteeiug*to all the citizens 
of the country the rights of citizenship. Upon that platform we went before the coun- 
try, and, as I said, I went into every county in the State. I think, in the course of the 
summer, I must have addressed — I cannot say how many of both colored people and 
whites, beginning at Edgefield and going into every county except Marlboro, Chester- 
field, Horry, and Georgetown. I do not think I went through those counties. 

Question. Vv'ho were joined with you as coadjutors? 

Answer. In niany instances both parties were represented. 

Question. You had joint discussions ? 

Ansivcr. Yes, sir, in many instances. In a majority of cases, however, they were only 
those representing my party — Judge Carpenter and General Kershaw and two or three 
colored men, among others, Eugenius Byrd, from Charleston. 

Question.^ What were his politics ? 

Answe}\ The same as mine. 

Question. What gentlemen of the other party attended those joint meetings ? 

Ansive7\ I remember Mr. Chamberlain, Mr. Tomlinson ; and a colored man named 
Purvis, met us in Chester, when that row took place ; and then General Worthington 
and Mr. Cardozo, the secretary of state, and Lieutenant Governor Ransier met us in 
joint discussion by arrangement. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
^?!Csfio??. Is he a colored man? 
• An8we}\ Yes, sir; on the ticket with Governor Scott. I do not know what you desire 
me to specify. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. I want you to specify the temper and manner in which that canvass was 
conducted ; and if there were any disturbances, where or how they arose. Give us a 
detailed statement. 

Anstver. 1 can say this in a general way : at almost every public meeting I attended 
in South Carolina there was quite a large number of white and colored people, and, in 
a large majority of cases, they were attended by the militia of Governor Scott — the- 
colored militia. 

Question. In arms? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. They would almost invariably march up to the stand and stack, 
their arms. In Chester, I remember distinctly, they did not bring their arms. There 

75 I 
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was a joint discussion and an understanding between the committees of both parties 
as to the manner of conducting it. I have forgotten who opened it. I replied to Mr. 
Chamberlain. Two of their speakers spoke and Judge Carpenter and I follo\Yed. * Mv. 
Chamberlain spoke an hour and 1 followed 4}im an hour. After Mr. Chamberlain, Gov- 
ernor Scott arose, and other speakers, and were listened to with perfect resi)ect «%ik1 
quiet by the audience. Whei^udge Carpenter arose the senator from Chester,'namt,'d 
Wimbush, a colored man, and the present representative, Yocom — who had interrupted 
me, but I had silenced him pretty quickly — when Judge Carpenter began he was mak- 
ing some charges of corruption against the State government, and especially with refer- 
ence to the actions of senators receiving bribes for passing the sinking-fund bill. He 
stated that they received $600 a piece. Wimbush got in the rear of the negroes and 
interrupted Judge Carpenter very violently. The judge lost his temper— whicli I did 
not do-^and returned some very violent reply to him ; and with that the whole crowd 
of negroes rose up, and the white people at the same time, and for about three minutes 
I did not think I ever saw a riot more imminent in my life. I appealed to him to allow 
me to speak to the people. I did so, and begged them not to take any action. 'About 
that time a rock was thrown from the crowd of negroes int^o the crowd of white m.eu 
and struck a white man on the head, and he fell. Purvis aud Chamberlain behaved 
very handsomely. Purvis appealed to them to desist, and went into the crowd and 
took the negtoes otF to the grove. Mr. Chamberlain also appealed to them. He said 
it was a disgrace ; that they had been listened to, and it was due to us that we should 
be listened to. Purvis came up to the stand and said to me, "General, I thiuk we can 
go down and quiet these people." I went down among the negroes. They were very 
much excited. They were pulling and hauling about, and I could not stand that, and 
went off. Purvis.got up and harangued them, and I got upon the stand and saw them 
coming back, and I said to some one, Go and stop those people, or there will certainly 
be a row ; the white people will not stand it longer." Purvis went out and stopped 
them. I think the whole thing, from all I could see in the crowd, was preconcerted : 
that they had determined not to allow me to speak. These men, Yocom and Wimbush, 
I saw about among them ; and I am perfectly satisfied that it was a regular under- 
standing among them that I was not to be allowed to speak. I think the whole thing 
was occasioned by the bad conduct of Wimbush. W^e went from there to the western 
part of the county. The young men down there had heard that they did not intend 

By the Chairm.vn : 

Question. Before you pass from that, will you state did that actually culminate in a 
riot ? 

Anstcer. No, sir, that was the end of it. The only violence was the throwing of a 
rock, which struck a white man on the head. The indignation, of course, was great, 
but Judge Carpenter left off. 

By Mr. V.VN Trump : 
Question. Without speaking ? 

Ansim\ Yes, sir ; he spoke about five minutes. I think — although it is egotistical- - 
that it was entirely my inllnence and my appeal to tliose parties that prevented a riot. 
We went from there to the western part of the county, to a place called after some, 
church — I have forgotten the name — aud there a young man, who had formerly belonged 
to my command, had heard that they did not intend to let me speak, or that Wimbush 
would be there with the militia. I "had no api)reheusion, but after awhile up came a 
company of colored militia. 

Question. Armed? 

Answer. Yes, sir, with bayonets fixed. 

Question. Was tliat a democratic meeting, or a joint meeting? 

Answer. It was not a joint meeting. They came up armed, and stacked arms and 
came around. No disturbance took place. A good many of these young men were 
there. I told them I did not desire any action taken ; that I had no fears of not being 
allowed to speak ; and I spoke. We went from there to Lyle's Ferry, in the eastern 
part of the county. 

Question. Was Wimbush at this church meeting ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Who had control of this armed militia ? 
Answer. I don't remember the captain's name. 
Question. Was it the regular officer of the company ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. We went from there to Lancaster, and there the militia came again, 
aud another difficulty was imminent ; and that was pretty generally the case^ in ail 
parts of the State. 

Question. Was it the same company of militia, or another? 

Answer. It was still another. Fragments came over from Winchester about daylight 
beating a drum. Our policy and my effort was to conciliate if possible. I used every 
argument that suggested itself to mo to satisfy these people that wo meant them no harm, 
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and that what wo desired was harmony among both classes in the State. That, I 
think, was the general tenor of the argument, at least on onr side. It resulted in our 
defeat by what they claimed was 33,000 majority. 1 have no idea that there is any- 
thing lil^e that republican majority in the State. I believe that, in a fair election, they 
would outvote us by more than 15,000, but under the election law of South Carolina 
they might as easily declare it 75,000 as 30,000. % 

Question. What is that election law ? What is its character ? 

Answer. I think the worst feature of it is in the appointment of commissioners. 

Question. Entirely in the hands of the dominant party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How have they administered that power? 

Answer. I think entirely in a partisan sense and spirit. They have ap]X)iuted, in 
many instances, most ignorant commissioners, having no sort of status with either race, 
white or black. 

Quest^ion. Is it the public impression of the people of South Carolia, whether well 
founded or not, that this singular and most extraordinary provision of the law, allowing 
the boxes to be in the bauds of the officers ten or twelve days, was intended by thV 
legislature to atFord a convenient way of committing fraud ? 

Answer. I think so. That is the general imiuession. Governor Scott admitted to 
me himself that it was a very defective law. 

Question. Did he say why he did not veto it ? 

Ansicer. No, sir, he did not. 

Question. Did he give any explanation of the appointment of partisan supervisors of 
election ? 

Answer. No, sir, he did not. In 1868 I remember Governor Scott assured the demo- 
cratic committee here that, if we would nominate one democrat he would appoint on<' 
for each precinct in each county ; but if he appointed one in the State 1 do not know 
it. That was in 1868. Last year his appointees were of the most objectional charactf*r. 
A great many of them were persons who had served their time in the ])enitentiary : a 
great many of them candidates themselves. In a large; number of instances, I have ho 
doubt the most infamous frauds were practiced ; I am quite satisfied that, in Edgefield, 
the boxes were tampered with by the commissioners. You know the managers of tht* 
election are allowed to retain them three days, and then they are turned over to th^ 
commissioners, and then reported to the State canvassers, and there are two or three 
weeks' time during which they are passing throu^i hands which may manipulate them. 

Question. And the votes have to be kept by somebody all that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It depends on the integrity of those who have possession of those boxes, 
whether they are honest or dishonest ? 

Ansxoer. Yes, sir ; they would not count the votes publicly ; they counted them pri- 
vately, and announced the result. It is entirely in the hands of those people who, at 
the last election, were men notoriously deficient in character and respectability. 

Question. Were a large proportion of those commissioners of election black men ? 

Answer. Quite a number were— a great majority of them, I think ; and a great maux 
of them were candidates for the legislature and other offices. 

Question. Is it the character of that i)opulation, that they mig>ht be easily approached 
and persuaded and influenced ? 

Ansicer. I think so. 

Question. Or governed by master-minds of the other race ? 

Ansicer. I think when men once have their confidence, they are very easily controlled 
and persuaded. They were very much under the domination of leaders. 
Question. As a general thing, of course, they are very ignorant ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. They do not know the law nor their duty when in possession of the boxes ? 
Answer. No, sir ; they have not the remotest idea of it. 
Question. You were speaking of Lancaster ? 

Answer. 1 was going to illustrate by Lancaster the case in the State generally. We 
came then fo Camden, on Liberty Hill. At Camden there was an immense number of 
both colored and white. I think the brother of the secretary of state questioned me 
for three-quarters of an hour with all sorts of questions. It was generally the efSovt 
of these people to throw us off our guard, and induce those of us who had the canvass 
in charge to commit some violence by speech or act; but they failed entirely. I do 
not think I ever saw such forbearance in my life. We w^ent to^ Cliarlestou, and there 
there was a •gross outrage perpetrated by the colored people. General Hampton was 
with me. W^e spoke until 11 o'clock at night. An old colored man, named Aaron Har- 
per, got up and attempted to speak, vrhen he was hissed, hooted at, and not allowed to 
speak. • 

Question. W^as Harper a democratic colored man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I confess I did lose my temper, and got up by his side on the stand, 
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aud appealed to the white men in front of the Charleston Hotel, telling them this man 
must be allowed to speak at all hazards. With that they made a rash for the stand. 
Question. Who did f 

Anstver. The white people, in order to give him an opportunity to say what he 
wanted to say. With that, some one from the colored people picked up a curb-stone 
and threw it so that it came l^ery near hitting me on the head. There were several 
others. I stood by his side until he had said what he had to say. Wherever a colored 
man attempted to affiliate with us in any way, there was the most unmistakable 
demonstration of hostility. 

Question, By the negroes against their colored brother ? 

Answet'. Yes, sir ; and violence. This man Eugenius Byrd, one of the most inoffen- 
sive old creatures on earth, was mobbed in Chester and Greenville, and almost in Edge- 
field, and in several other places. He had to take refuge out of their way. 

Question. What class of persons has induced this black population to be so violent 
and aggressive in their character in relation to the politics of the State ? 

Answer. I think it has, in the main, been those men who come here from thfe North 
and took possession of the State government, and, in very many instances, the very 
worst class of our own white people. I know of some instances of the most relentless 
slave-drivers upon earth, who now have more influence than any others with the 
negroes. 

Question. Do the negroes seem to forget all their former relations ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir. I have known some instances in which the most violent slave- 
drivers upon earth have come around and gone in with them, and made speeches to 
them, and with that credulity which characterizes the race, they have forgotten every- 
thing of the kind and gone in with them. 

Question. Is it the fact that this class, whether native or from the North, are in 
almost every county of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they are, more or less. 

Question. How is it in regard to the State government ,? Are they nearly all carpet- 
baggers ? 
Anstver. Almost entirely. 
Question. Is Governor Scott himself? 

An8we7\ He is. He is from Ohio ; and the treasurer, Mr. Parker, is a Massachusetts 
man. Mr. Tomlinson, the former auditor, is from Pennsylvania. The present auditor 
was an agent in the army, a paymaster, I think. Cardozo — I don't know whether he 
is a native or not — is a negro, and the secretary of state. Neagle, I think, is a North 
Carolinian. He is comptroller general ; and the assistant adjutant general is a north- 
ern man: Elliott, who was assistant adjutant general before he was elected to Con- 
gress, a colored man, was a carpet-bagger. In many instances the discharged con- 
stabulary force Governor Scott had here, mostly from Ohio, were candidates for office. 
I know in Edgefield there were twelve— those twelve were all from Ohio — and I know 
in many other instances. He imported quite a number of New York roughs at one 
time and put them into his force. 

Question. Direct from New York? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was my information. 

Question. What are the principal reasons why the people of your State, while they 
have not resisted, have not indorsed the reconstruction measures of Congress ? 

Answer. Well, sir, there are quite a number of reasons. I have my own peculiar 
views about that subject. I can only state my own experience, and I think what is 
true in reference to myself will be found to be true, generally, with reference to per- 
sons occupying the same position. I think one of the main causes why there is not a 
better feeling here now towards the party in power is, the opinion that prevails among 
that class of men whom I represent that they have not been dealt with in good faith 
by the Government. In 1865 I was elected to the legislature, under Mr. Johuson's ad- 
ministration. I returned from the army, and I was one of those who recognized the 
fact that the war was over and decided agaiust us, and I was prepared to accept what- 
ever terms were given. I considered that I had been conquered, and I looked upon it 
simply as a soldier, and I think most of the other people in the country did*. I remem- 
ber, in Edgefield we were in very bad condition — perfect chaos and anarchy ; the 
country flooded with negro soldiers, committing acts of violence, disregarding the rights 
of person or property, under the command, as it appeared to be, of men very incompetent. 
We got together in primary meetings, and sent commissioners to Mr. Johnson, to say 
the war was over, and we wanted to know what was to be done. You, gentlemen, aru 
as familiar as I am with what was done. He said to us, we must reorganize the State 
government, call a convention, and he would appoint a provisional governor ; we must 
popularize the State government, abolish the parish system, and do all this sort oj 
things ; repeal the ordinance of secession, recognize the emancipation of the^slaves, and 
we should be restored. All those things we did. I was in the legislature when it 
was done. We thought it was good faith to say then that we, having done our part, 
should have at least some consideration from the Government. Instead of that. Con- 
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gress met with a large republican majority, and the contest between Mr. Johnson and 
Congress took place ; Mr. Johnson urging us, by every consideration of honor and self- 
rospectj not to concede to the reconstruction measures of Congress, saying, " My policy 
will succeed and prevail." I recognized Mr. Johnson as the Coramander-in-Chi^^f of the 
Army and Navy. I thought he knew what he was talking about ; and in our own 
State, I think Governor Orr had more to do with inducing the young men of the country 
not to accept the reconstruction measures of Congress than any other man in the Soutb. 
I remember distinctly that he was very urgent. 

Quesiion. Are you aware that he now complains of that very act on the part of the 
l^eople ol South Carolina ? 

Answei'. I have heard so. While I know that the country — the young men of the 
county — looked to him as a man of more national reputation than any other man in the 
State," a man more likely to smooth down and reconcile differences in the government 
than any other. I remember distinctly, as one of those young men looking to him, 
that he "urged us by every consideration not to accept the reconstruction measures of 
Congress. Mr. Johnson also did, and the result is, we have simply been ground between 
the upper and the nether mill-stone — Congress on one side and the Executive on the 
other. That is my feeling about it. 

Quesiion. What action did Governor Orr take as to whether the people of South Caro- 
lina shoukl vote at all on the question of the constitution or convention, for he states 
his present position in regard to that very distinctly ? 

Ansivcr. I cannot say positively about that. I think, up to the time he went to the 
Philadelphia convention, and for some time after he returned, his position was this : 
I remember 'he went on the lirst, not as a proteg6, but as a supporter of Mr. Johnson, 
and that party which was to bring about the mUlennimn in this country. When he came 
back, tiuding that had failed, he went to Charleston and made a speech in the radi- 
cal convention, in session, reorganizing the State constitution, and I think he was very 
much j)rovoked that those of us whom he had led in the other direction did not have 
the same facility and ease of conscience that he had in going over to the other side, after 
having committed ourselves to this policy. I think that provoked him. 

Question. The consequence is that some feeling has arisen between Governor Orr and 
his few followers, aud those he induced to take a contrary position before f 

Answer. Yes, sir; he and Governor Perry, and those gentlemen. I had not been in 
politics, and knew nothing about it. I was disposed to look upon the result as in a 
foreign government, and I confess I would not have been astonished to have been ex- 
patriated. \ think we would have preferred it to the course pursued toward the 
Southern people by Congress. I think it would have been humanity. I do not pre- 
tend to charge the General Government wit>Ji being responsible for it directly, but the 
course pursued by the State government of South Carolina has been to ignore and sup- 
press everything like intelligence, virtue, and character ki the State, and elevate over 
it a race certainly inferior in intelligence, to arm them, and a thousand and one things 
of that. sort. I think if a different course had been pursued, and some confidence at 
least had been bestowed upon those who had been in power before, a very much better 
state of feeling would have existed in the State. 

Quesiion. Was .the public mind really alarmed at the arming of the negroes ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Was there not a very great danger of conflict between the two races? 

Answer. Very great. It required the very greatest forbearance, and the exercise of 
every possible influence that the influential men of the country could bring to bear, to 
prevent collision. It was a tyrannical and deliberate insult perpetrated by the State 
authorities, which w^as almost insufferable. 

Quesiion. How many armed negro companies are in Columbia, or in this county ? 

Austvcr. I declare I do not know. I think there are three or four or five, but I am 
not prepared to say. There were, just before the election, three or four at Edgefield 
Court-House. I was then at a meeting which I addressed. 

Question. Governor Scott has promised to recall those arms from the negroes. Has 
he, in fact, recalled a single arm from the companies armed in this county ? 

Answer. I really am not prepared to answer that question. He has recently recalled 
arms from two companies in Camden, where they had been guilty of a riot on the 4th 
of July. 

Question. Have you full possession of the fadts of that riot ? 

Answer, General Kershaw told me ; he was over here the other day. He lives there. 
I think the account in the newspapers was about as he stated it to me ; that this militia 
was parading, and several of them got drunk, and the authorities of the town attempted 
to arrest one, or one of the constables did. This miMtia became very much enraged, 
and assaulted the house of the lady in which the man had taken refuge. She was very 
much frightened, and had not recovered from it up to the time General Kershaw was 
here, fiive or six days ago. It alarmed her very much. They were very violent in 
manner, rushing about the streets, saying, " Kill the damned white men. Now is the 
time." The language was of that sort, in the face of the remonstrances of the town 
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authorities, and their attempt to preserve order and peace. I think the constable had 
clubbed this fellow who was drimk ; he had resisted him. Upon the representation to 
Governor Scott by the intendant of tlie town, a son of Bishop Davis, he sent over and 
had thojarms recalled. They had twenty rounds of ammunition, which he claims now 
were obtained surreptitiously. 

Question, Had they possession of that ammunition on that day? 

Answer, Oh, yes, sir. It was a French commune there. At tlie head of the ne^^^roes 
were two very violent men. Luckily, there were very few v/hite men in town. 

Question. Does Governor Scott, in saying they had obtained the aipmunition surrep- 
titiously, aver that no ammunition was ever distributed in that coimty ? 

Answer, I understand so. 

Question. Is he not right against the record of his adjutant general? 
Answer, I do not know. They obtained it through a misrepresentation, I am in- 
formed. 

Question, Do you not know that there was a general distribution of fixed-ammuni- 
tion last summer ? 
Answer, There was before the election, no doubt about it. 

Question. Is it not a fact that the furnishing of these negroes with arms and ammu- 
nition commenced early in the summer and closed just before the October election ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; but it was not the arming of the negroes that irritated the white 
people so much as their manner; the braggadocio which they assunred at once result- 
ing from this arming, and really they committed m^iny acts of violence. I know one 
in Edgefield, where a colored man was killed by the militia for voting the reform 
ticket. That never would have happened in the world but for the fact thdt these peo- 
ple had arms in their hands. This young man, whoso name was Valentine, had voted 
the reform ticket, and was shot down by the sentinel. I prosecuted the man, and the 
facts were all brought out. The court instructed the jury that if that was tolerated 
life would be unsafe in South Carolina. The man pretended to have done it because 
he was crossing his line. 

Question, While you say the arming of the negroes did not excite the people so much 
as the offensive braggadocio which the negroes at once assumed in consequence of it, 
did it not strike the people as extraordinary and alarming that, in time of peace, such 
an amount of arms and ammunition should be distributed ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. You misunderstand me, however. I did not say it did not alarm 
them, but I say they would have borne it a great deal better but for the acts of vio- 
lence committed under that influence. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, I would like to understand the meaning of the word " people." Do you 
mean the white people ? 
Answer, Yes, sir, I mean white people. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question, Have you made as full an answer as you desire to the general question 
why the people of South Carolina did not readily and cheerfully accept tbe recon- 
struction measures 1 

Ansiver, I think there are other causes. I think the existence of disabilities upon 
that class of people upon whom we had been accustomed to look with confidence has 
been a cause. The want of confidence manifested in keeping these disabilities upon 
the people of the State has produced indifference in the. minds of many that would 
not (ftherwise have existed. On the contrary, I think the relations of the people of 
the State^would have been more cordially restored, not only to the State government, 
but to the General Government, if a more liberal policy had been pursued toward 
those men who had been recognized by the people theretofore. I think there was a 
general feeling among the people of the State that the old politicians should not neces- 
sarily be restored to power. I do not think they felt it at all. I think their leeling 
was that the most prominent men in the confederate army should not be brought for- 
ward. They preferred men of conservative views, and men who had not been i)rom- 
inent in politics, not prominently identified with the secession TQOvement. That was 
very much the feeling of the people. I think that was one of the main causes ©f dis- 
satisfaction, if there is any ; it has not developed itself into open hostility, but there 
is an amount of indifference which I think would not have existed if a different pol- 
icy had been pursued. And in that canvass, last year, the acts of corruption, the par- 
tisanship, the most flagrant mismanagement and misgovernment that has probably 
ever disgraced any government, and which is notorious in South Carolina 

Qttesiiow. Is not that admitted by a great many republicans ? » 

Answer, A great many. These facts were brought to the attention of the General 
Government. I presume it must know it. We were making an honest effort, regard- 
less of party alliances, each desirous of suspending for the time all party affiliations, 
for the purpose of securing an honest government without regard to i)olitical opinions. 



SOUTH CAROLINA — SUB-COMMITTEE. 



1191 



I had got to that point when I ilid not care for political opinions if I was goveracd 
honestly, and allowed the opportunity of restoring my fortune, and not oppressed by 
a persistent system of taxation which amounted to practical confiscation and robbcty. 

Qucsiioiu Is it not a fact, general, in relation to the leading men of South Carolina, 
that they would prefer* now and have preferred a restoration to qniet, order, and the 
undisturbed prosecution of rheir business to political life altogether? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I have uo doubt of it. We had got very tired of excitement in 
the four years of war. I was simply desirous of being let alone, but a man could not 
quiptly sit down and permit it. He must do one of two things, leave the country, or 
nuike an honest effort to imJ)rove matters. I think if any people in the world ever 
did do that, the white people of Houth Carolina did last yeav. 

Quesiion. Is it that state of things which has produced this apparent indifference of 
the peox^le of South Carolina to public affairs ? 

Answer. I think so. I think if the people ever made an honest effort to bring about 
a ])etter state of things, regardless of i)olitics, the white people of South Carolina did 
last year. 

Question. It is complained that influential citizens of the State have not exerted 
themselves to put down violence in South Carolina. Is that true ? 

Answe)', I do not think it is true. It is true in one particular and not true in another. 
Wherever that class of men have had an opportunity of expressing a sentiment any- 
thing like a uniform sentiment, they have denounced it. 

Qmstion. On what occasions have they denounced it ? 

Aiisicer. I remember here the manifesto of the "democratic party in 1868, issued by 
the committee of which General Hampton was president. There were several sucli 
acts. When that man Kandolph was killed the democratic committee issued a sort of 
manifesto 

Question. An address ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir, calling upon the young men and all others to obey the laws and 
refrain from violence. And in the tax-payer's convention the same condemnation v/as 
put upon violence. But my position is simply this: until I am allowed to have a 
voice, either directly or indirectly, in the State government ; until influential men, 
men who have the right to express an opinion, are allowed to utter a voice, I, for one, 
do not intend to raise my hand against it ; and for this reason, gentlemen of the State 
have approached Governor Scott and offered him every assurance in the world of a 
desire to maintain the law, however odious the law may be, recognizing it as better 
than no law at all. They have given him every assurance that they would sustain 
him in every effort. Instead of those assurances being received in the spirit in which 
I think they ought to have been received, he has, until recently, discarded them. 

Question. He has repented lately ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. He says, practically, " I am governor of this State ; I am charged 
with the execution of the laws, and I will run this machine my own way.^^ What is 
the result ? A riot takes place in Edgefield. He might, by simply going out and stand- 
ing on a box and calling to the people stop,'' have stoi)ped it. But I have uo idea of 
jeopardizing my life when my suggestions are treated as they have been. I say as long 
as you don'.t touch my house, shoot and kill as many as you please ; and that is the 
feeling all over the State. In a conversation with the governor a short time ago, I said 
to him, Governor, you ought to be satisfied that yon cannot carry on this State gov- 
ernment, certainly by men of this character." He said, ''I am satisfied of that." 

Question. Did ho not become so satisfied of it that he called a conference of men of all 
parties ? 

Ansu'cr. Y'es, sir ; and I will do him the justice to say that, whenever he has had the 
opportunity, he has made amends for many inefiicient appointees by appointing good 
men to office. 

Question. As a general proposition, has freedom of opinion been allowed and tolerated 
in South Carolina ? 

Ansu'ei\ I think so ; as much so as in any part of the United States. I have seen 
numbers and numbers of radical meetings in Edgefield, a county which has been here- 
tofore regarded as one of the most violent in the State. They would get up and 
harangue the crowd hours and hours without molestation. The Union Leagues met at 
night. I have heard of no molestation on account of political opinion. I think there 
is just as much freedom of opinion here as there is in Massachusetts or New York, or 
anywhere else that I have been ; that is, any republican not belonging to the two very 
objectionable classes of carpet-baggers and scalawags, as they are called, for we might 
as well designate parties by their acknowledged names. 

Question. There are differences of opinion, and publie discussion of those opinions Ls 
allowed in South Carolina as well as anywhere else ? 

Anmver. I think so. 

Question. Do you know of any instance of intimidation, by republicans, against par- 
ties desiring to vote the democratic ticket ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir: I cited several awhile ago ; the case of this man on the ridge in 
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Edgefield ; the case of this old man Byrd ; and the case of Harper. A man named Lee, 
from this place, who went around with me, came near being mobbed on several occa- 
sions ; and there is an amount of tyranny that is perfectly frightful in these Union 
Leagues. They do not dare to come out and vote. Talk about slavery : why, there 
Avas never apy slavery more perfectly tyrannical than the slaveiy of these Leagues. 

Question. That is, of the Leagues over the negroes? 

An8we)\ Yes, sir, over the negroes. 

Qiiesiion, And over negroes disposc^d to vote the democratic ticket ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; over negroes disposed to think for themselves. 
Question. Are there such black men in South Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, numbers of them came to me and said. If we were allowed to do 
so we would vote for you. We regret you are not the candidate for us. We know you, 
and know you are a gentleman, but we are bound by an oath." They play upon their 
superstition ; they assure them that if they do it thej^ will violate their oath. A num- 
ber of them would have come out and voted for me if allowed to, but they were dra- 
gooned and intimidated and alarmed. Their superstition and fears were played upon 
by the persons having them in charge, who manipulated these Leagues. 

Question. What is the public impression in South Carolina as to the honesty or cor- 
ruption of the State government, generally, including the legislative depurtment 

Anstver. Well, sir, I think universal opinion is that it is about as corrupt as it could 
well be in all departments. 

Question. Do you know anything of what is called the land commission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I know that $700,000 were appropriated — $200,000 in the first in- 
stance and $500,000 in the second — to buy land for the landless, as it was" claimed. 
My information is — how correct I am not able to say, because I have not had access to 
the papery — that they have land valued at, probably, $100,000 to answer for the ex- 
penditure of $700,000. 

Question. Do you know, personally, of the character of Hell-Hole Swamp ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the character of the land ? 

Answer. An alligator can hardly live there — an alligator could, I suppose, too, but a 
human being could hardly. I suppose you allude to the purchase, by this land com- 
mission, of some land called Hell-Hole Swamp, in which the State was charged $120,000, 
and the owner received $30,000, leaving $9^,000 to be divided among the commission. 

Question. That is the public impression in regard to that transaction ? 

Answer. I don^t think there is any Uoubt about it. 

Question. Has it ever been denied officially ? ' 
* Anstvet\ No, sir. What is true of that is true of nearly all the purchases. They 
come to the owners of land — I confess tlie owner is to be blamed — and they say, " What 
will you take for your land He will answer, Five dollars an acre." The agent 
says, " You must charge ten ; make the titles at ten and we'll pay you but five, and 
then we'll pocket the other five. If you will do that we will purchase it." 

By the Chmrman : 
Question. Who will pocket it ? Do you mean the owner ? 

Answer. No, sir; I mean the land commissioners or the agent; I don't know who 
pockets it. ■ They divide it, I suppose. Leslie, the land commissioner, came to see me 
here of his own accord, and I asked him if ho had made any money out of it, other 
than his salary. He said, "Certainly I have; but you know, general, there is not 
much chance for me to make money with such fellows as Neagle and Parker and Scott 
for the advisory board. I executed the titles upon their order." During the session 
*hey called^^pon Leslie for a report, and were rather threatening. The senator from 
this county, Nash, a negro, rather threatened. Leslie defied them, and said, "Don't 
press me, because I know enough about the land commission to put half of you in the 
State's prison." And they didn't press it. The rumors say that they paid him $25,000 
to resign. I asked Leslie, " What did they pay you to resign f He^ said, " Well, they 
paid me a pretty large sum of money." He wouldn't tell me exactly how much, but it 
was over $28,000. He did not say that, but that was my information. I told him I had 
understood Governor Scott was getting up testimony to prosecute him for the embez- 
zlement of public funds. He got very much alarmed at it. He got up aud walked oirt 
to the front room, and said, "Who told you that; who gave you that information ?' 
" I can't tell you," I said. " If the gentleman authorizes me, I am willing to tell you, 
but I am sure he has consulted legal counsel to prosecute you." Leslie threw up his 
hands and. exclaimed, " My God I prosecute me !" Says he, " General, we are on a vol- 
cano, and we don't know where it's going to explode*'." That man was a land commis- 
sioner. Upon his resignation they appointed DeLarge. 

Question. Now a member of Congress, a colored man ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I think upon his election to Congress, he appointed another col- 
ored man named Hayne. I do not know the condition of it, nor does anybody else. 
They never explained it ; for when, upon the stump, I would charge them with this 
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ihing as the blackest spot on tbo administration, tliey would always evade it, and 
Lavo never explained what has become of the money. 

QiicsUo7i. Is it the public impression, land does Leslie so claim, that in rejjard to the 
business of buying Ijmds for the State, he had very little to do with it, and that it was 
all done by the advisory board ? 

Answei'. Ye^i, sir, ho claimed that. 

Question. Do you recollect of seeing a letter like that in the papers by Leslie ? 
Answo'. Yes, "sir ; I heard of that last summer in Lancaster. 
Question. Is that li^io letter ? [Producing a paper.] 

Ansu-er. Yes, sir. I remember hearing of it. Mittag undertook to explain it to me. 
'Mv. Van Tru^ip. I ask to have this letter inserted. 
The letter is as follows : 

Editor Daily Guardian ; 

" Dear Sir : I have just read your paper of the 17th instant, and I observe the fol- 
lowing, clipped from the Lancaster Ledger: 

* Why was it ? — A rather " strange clause " in the recent purchase of the land com- 
mission in this county is this fact, that Mittag sold the land to Gill in April, 1870, and 
Gill sold the same land to the State in January, 1870, tliree mouths before he held any 
titles to it. The question is, how did this happen f The presumption is that the Scott 
ring, who have the management of the purchases and sales of land, are liable, to a 
large extent, upon the bond of C. P. Leslie, who was, in January, 1870, the commis- 
sioner, and that the bondsmen of Leslie caused th^deed of conveyance from Gill to be 
dated back, so as to cover Leslie's fraudulent transactions. 

"'Unless Mittag did make a deed of conveyance to Gill, which some doubt, and of 
which there is no record in the clerk's office here, it is not improbable that, at the death 
of the conveyor, the State will lose its purchase.' 

" There is not one word of this article true, so far as the same is intended to apply to 
me. I put in a general denial. 

For the benefit of all concerned, I wish to say: 

" 1. That I never bought a foot of land in South Carolina as land commissioner. 

" 2. That I never had one dollar of the land-commission money in my hands. 

" 3. The advisory board never bought one foot of ground on my recommendation. 

" 4. I never was land commissioner only in name. 
5. I never drew an order on the land funds. 

" Mr. Editor and friends, whenever you see an article published reflecting on me as 
Idnd commissioner, you may consider these five statements a reply. 

" I have got sick and tired of forever being assailed, and I aver the statements I have 
made to be the truth, and offer them •for what they are worth. 

" Take this special case. I will answer in detail : 

" I don't know ' Mittag ' or ' Gill,' nor never had any dealings with them, directlj' or 
indirectly, as land commissioner, or in any other capacity. 
" If there was any land bought in * Lancaster,' I know nothing of it. 
" My bondsmen are not politicians, but honest, hard-working men. 
" I am, respectfully, Sec. 

" C. P. LESLIE." 

The Witness. There was another case in Chester where they bought the land from 
the owner and this Yocom, one of the members of the legislature 

By Mr, Van Trump : 
Question. A colored man f ♦ 
Answer. No, sir, a white man ; one of Scott's constables. He bought it, I forget at 
what price, but he made a thousand dollars in two days, selling it to the land commis- 
sion. 

Question. If the honest purpose of this legislation in regard to the land commission 
was to furnish small and cheap homes to the negi-oes and white men too, could there 
have been a more worthless purchase for that object than what is called Hell-Hole 
Swamp — ^20,000 acres ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. CouW it be used for the purpose? 
Answer. I think it is utterly impracticable. 
Question. Without draining? 

Answo'. No, sir; that has been very much the character of all the purchases. One 
is down here below Columbia, of the O'Hanlan estate. Dr. Taylor told me one of his 
colored men thought he would farm there and went on it, but could not live there. 
That has been very muph the character of the purchases all over the State, and poor 
white men have not been allowed to get homes on these places. Negroes have gone 
and squatted on them. 
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Question, Is it likely that "white men would voluntarily choose to mingle with the 
negroes in that way ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I think the law would not have been a bad one if honestly car- 
ried out and administered. I do not think the finances of the State were in a condi- 
tion to justify such a law ; bnt the principle was not a bad one. 

Question. If honestly carried out and good land liad been bought and then sold out 
to settlers, it would really have been no disbursement to the State. 

Answer. No, sir, the State would have been secure, but it Avas one universal system 
of plunder. I never have seen anything like it. * i ' 

Question. What do you know of the judicial system of the State; you are a lawyer ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. \Vell, I think, in the main, it has been very defective, very defect- 
tive, indeed. As to the judges, Judge Orr has been a very efflcieut judge. In my cir- 
cuit now we have a very efficient judge ; that is Judge Melton. Since my county has 
been put into his circuit there has been a very great improvement. Up to his coming, 
when Jud^e Piatt was presiding, I do not think that, in the course of two years, he 
tried a civil case at all. The result has been that people, who have hitherto been in 
the habit of looking to the courts as a means of remedying evils and protecting their 
rights and the usual instrument afforded by the law, have not had access to them. Then 
take this trial-justice system, for instance. I was talking with Governor Scott about 
it, and he frankly admitted he believed it was one of the main causes of violence in 
the State. I illustrate by my own county. Formerly we had beats or .militia compa- 
nies, geograi)hical divisions for regiments. In each beat of the company ihey had one 
or more magistrates, so that when an assault or battery was committed, or a petty 
theft, a citizen would have at his door au opportunity to get out a warrant and arrest 
the party, which is proper. Until very recently Governor Scott had three trial justices 
at Hamburg, in a remote corner of the county, aud two or three at Edgefield. In many 
instances they were thirty miles distant, in different parts of the county. What is tlie 
result? A man takes my horse ; I am eighteen miles from Edgefield. He takes a bale 
of cotton ; I must either permit him to carry off the property or take down my shot- 
gun and take it away from him. In nine cases out of ten a man takes his property 
back. That is what leads people to go out of the proper way. If there had been n 
trial justice convenient a man could have a warrant, but you get the people in the 
habit of ignoring the process of justice and it results in violence. Governor Scott wa.s 
frank enough to admit to me that this was one of the principal causes of violence in 
the State. The court in Edgefield got to be a farce. Judge Piatt, a northern man 
wh© came down here, was elected judge. Although the man is dead now, I have no 
hesitation in saying he was utterly inefficient. 

Question. You have lived in Edgefield ? 

Ansioei: Y'es, sir. 

Question. You speak of it as if you knew more about it than any other county ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; and what I say of Edgefield I think is true of every other county 
in the State. Governor Scott appreciates it now, and is distributing his trial justices 
like the old justices were, more uniformly. 

Question. Your constitution declares that justices of the peace shall be elected by 
the people ? 

Answer. Yes^ sir. 

Question. Yet the legislature of South Carolina have passed a law taking from the 
people the selection of justices of the peace, or trial justices, as they now name them, 
aud placing that power in the hands of the executive? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Has that given satisfaction, or worked well ? 

Ansieer. It has worked badly and given very great dissatisfaction, because Governor 
Scott could not, in many cases, know, except upon the representations of partisans, as 
he says, and the result lias been the most frightful incompetency. 

Question. Can there be any other purpose attributed to the legislature in thus vio- 
lating the constitution than to use if as a partisan instrument in the hands of the 
governor to appoint as agents whoever the governor or whoever his party desires ? 

Answer. I cannot conceive any other purpose. 

Question. Do you know anything of an organization called the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Well, no, sir, I do not. I know a- local organization in the State; at least I 
have heard of them. I think there is one in Edgeville ; it is not a secret one, though. 
I have no doubt there are local organizations in different parts of the State — not the 
slightest — ^but if I ever saw a Kn-Klux, I never knew him as such, and I do not 
believe there is any general or^^anization of Ku-Klux in the State. 

Question. You think it is limited to certain sections ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and in those cases these organizations correspond somewhat to vigi- 
lance committees, for the purpose of protecting remote sections, remote from those 
very instruments of law which I have just mentioned, against violence and crime ; 
and as is always the case in vigilance committees, they lead to violence, unless con- 
trolled by very prudent men. I think that has been the character of the organization. 
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I think I should have kuown of any general organization in the State, having political 
objects in view, and I am sure I do not know of any such at all. I will illustrate there, 
if you will allow nic. Now the feeling among our people k this *- They have not the 
means presented to them for their protection by process of law. Edgefield is a 
huge county. I will illustrate by it again, as 1 am acquainted best with it. Some 
have to go thirty or forty miles to court. A negro burns a gin-house. He is arrested. 
The case is carried to court. He employs couusel to assist. The State solicitor goes 
to great expense and trouble in prosecuting this man. He may or may not be con- 
victed. If convicted ho is sent to the penitentiary, but in a short time he is pardoned 
and goes back to begin again. What is the result ? A farmer says, It's no use for 
mc to carry these people up there. I am not going to the expense and annoyance of this 
farce of a i)rosecution to have the governor turn liimoutof the penitentiary, to come back 
and do me more harm." The result is they organize these vigilance committees to pro- 
tect the property. That is generally the way they spring up. I know an instance in 
Edgefield, at Kich Spring Depot, where two negro men were brought up by other col- 
ored men for burning a gin-house, with twelve bales of cotton, of Mrs. Watson. They 
were convicted, and, under the constitution, sentenced ten years to the penitentiary. 
The governor soon pardoned one, and in a very short time ho was back. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. I will endeavor to follow as briefly as I can the line of your examination 
in putting some questions to you. You began by saying you were a candidate for 
lieutenant governor on the reform ticket with Judge Carpenter^ and as such went into 
almost every county in the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you given in the testimony the instances i|i which, to your recollec- 
tion, you were interrupted in that canvass ? 
Answer. I have given only part of them. 

Question. Did any of them go to the extent of breaking up the meeting in which 
you were engaged ? 
Answer. That one at Chester did. 

Question. That was the one in which Judge Carpenter was interrupted ? 
Answer. Not allowed to speak. 

Question. At the time he was interrupted, was he making reference to*senators or 
representatives by name ? 

Answe): I do not remember that ho was. I do not remember as to that. 

Question. I understood you to say he was at the time charging bribery upon senators ' 
and representatives ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was making a general charge of corruption. I do not remem- 
ber that he was charging bribery, but it was a general charge against senators. 

Question. You say that Wimbush, who was a senator, was present ; and Yocum, who 
was a member ? 

Answer. He was not a member then, but a candidate. 

Question. Had Wimbush been a member ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ] he was in the senate at that time. 

Question. Were not Judge Carpenter's remarks of a character to convey the idea that 
he was making charges against Wimbush himself? 
Answer. It depends entirely on Wimbush's guilt or innocence, I think. 
Question. How was it accepted in the crowd ? 

Answer. I cannot say. There was no demonstration at all until Wimbush got up 
himself. When I was speaking he was in front of the stand, and I remember his ask- 
ing me this question: '*Do you announce as a proposition that South Carolina shall 
be ruled only by South Carolinians?" I said, ^'No, I have stated no such proposition, 
but said, When South Carolina is ruled I want it to be ruled by honest men, at least." 
He took his seat, subsided at once. He went around to the rear, and when Judge Car-* 
penter began to speak he got among the negroes, and when he was making these gen- 
eral charges he interrupted him. 

Question. Was Wimbush a native or foreigner? 

Anm-er. He was a native of this State. Ho used to wait on me when I was in col- 
lege here. 

Question. He is a colored man ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, a mulatto. 

Question. Is it at all unusual in canvassing here that persons occupying the stand 
should be interrogated ? 
Answer, Not at all, if it is done in a respectful manner. 
Question. I^ it habitually done in your canvasses ? 

Answer. 1 am not able to answer, as I was not in a canvass before. I was off early 
in the war. 

Question. It has not been considered at all indecorous, according to your custom, for 
one of the opposite party to respectfully interrogate the man speaking on the stand? 
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Ajmver, I think not, althongh I have had "very little experience before except 
when I was a candidate in Edgefield. I do not think it is nniisual or improper. 
Question, At this meeting these negroes were not armed ? 
Answer. They did not have muskets. 

Question. And the meeting, except the interruption of Judge Carpenter, the striking 
of this man, and the likelihood of a riot, did not result in violence ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. They did get after a boy and pursued him into his mother^s house. 
He happened to be passing when this man Purvis was haranguiuf^ them. The negroes 
pursued him into his mother's house and threatened the house with violence. 

Question, Was that after Judge Carpenter had been disturbed ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; after he left the stand. 

Question Was Purvis endeavoring to pacify them ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. When you speak of his haranguing them, you do not mean that he was try- 
ing to make a disturbance ? 

Ansiver. No, sir ; he was doing everything in his power to quiet them. On the other 
hand, I believe that Wimbush and Yocom did everything in their power to bring a 
riot on. 

Question. That was a general impression ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When these men who composed the militia came without arms, did they 
come in order as a militia company ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I did not see any militia that day at Chester. I said in my testi- 
timony they came without arms. 

Question. The impression you made on me was that they came as a company. 

Answe)'. No, sir. ♦ 

Question. They were simply citizens attending the meeting like others ? 
Answer. That is all. I saw no evidence of it* at Chester Court-Hduse. 
Question. The next meeting in the western part of the county, you say, was not a joint 
meeting? 
Ansiver. It was not. 

Question. The negroes came armed there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; came as a company — marched up. 

Question. Was there any disturbance ? 

Answer. No^ sir ; they behaved perfectly well. I complimented them on their fine 
(. appearance ; told them I was glad to see them mustering, &c., and they did not create 
' any disturbance at all. 
' Question. They behaved well ? 

I Answer. Perfectly. They stacked their arms and placed sentinels. 

Question. Were they understood to be of the opposite political party, or with you ? 
Ansiver. I took it for granted they were against us. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
' Question. Were you endeavoring to get them with you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. They came to hear what you had to say? 

Ansiver. I suppose so. I do not know what their motive was in coming, or turning 
out. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Nor in bringing arms ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Is it unusual for citizens to carry arms in that part of the State ? 
Amwer. I think it is very usual, in all parts of the State, for men to carry arms, black 
and white. 

Question. Then, so far as arms were concerned, was there not as great an arming by 
the white population as the negroes ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many white men were there ? 
Answer. I cannot say — one hundred and fifty, probably. 
Question. How many do you suppose were armed ? 
Answer. Probably every man had a pistol on. 
Question. That is what I meant ? 

Answer. Possibly they had pistols, but not guns and bayonets, belts and cartridges. 
Question. They were not there as an organized company, but, so far as the fact is con- 
cerned, the white people were armed as effectually as the others ? 
Answer. I do not know that. I can only answer as to the general habit. 
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Question. From tbo general habit, is it not likely ? 

Answer. I think it entirely likely they were armed, because I sent for somo of my 
friends to come there with arms to protect me in case of interruption. 

Qnestio7i. Were other colored persons present besides the military companj^? 

Qnsicer. Not many ; but one member of the legislature, I think, named Sancho Panza, 
Qr Sancho Sandci-s. 

Question. Was there any disturbance ? 

Anmcer. No, sir. 

Question. Then you went to the eastern part of the county. Was there any disturb- 
ance there ? 
Answer. A slight disturbance. 
Question. Was it by negroes ? 

Answer. No, sir ; by two white men — one a democrat, the other a republican. I was 
at a distance. 

Question, Was it more than a quarrel, such as may occur at any time ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. It is not at all unusual to have men, individually, quarrel at political meet- 
ings? 
Answer. Not at all. 

Question. At Lancaster, the militia came with their guns ? 

Ansiver. They came at day-light, beating a drum, and the people, white and colored, 
went out and remonstrated with them. 
Question. Was there any disturbance at that meeting ? 

Answer. No, sir ; none. I think it was due entirely to the forbearance of the white 
people. 

Questimi. Do you suppose it was the intention of the colored men to make an actual 
attack? 

Answer, Would you not imagine it was in Pennsylvania, if the democratic party came 
up with arms, and stacked them by you ? 

Question. Neither side carry arms in our country, and I ask how it was here ? 

Answer. I can only answer you by an argument. I cannot tell their fnotive. I can 
only judge of their motive by the act. 

Question. It is only because they appeared with arms that you think there was an 
intention to make a disturbance ? 

Answer. I think that is a very natural construction, that they did not come ' for a 
peaceable purpose, or they would not have brought arras. There was no occasion for 
it. The white people had shown no disposition to molest them. We had invited them 
again and again, and given every assurance to them. 

Question. They did not molest anybody on that day ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. After giving these instances of meetings, you went on to one held in 
Charleston, where a man named Harper was not permitted to speak ? 
Answer. He was not, until the white persons of the crowd demanded it. 
Question. Was that meeting held in front of the hotel ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, the Charleston. 
Question. The whole meeting ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, You and others had spoken before him ? 
Anstcei\ Yes, sir. 

Question. W^hat hour in the night was this ? 

Answer, It must have been 11 o'clock before he spoke. General Hampton had spoken, 
and I had spoken, and O'Conner, and others. 

Question. Did you see enough of it to determine from whom the opposition to his 
speaking came ? % 

Answa\ From the negroes. 

Question, From the negroes in4he street ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, What did they say ? 

Answer, They hooted at him and hissed and kept up such a noise as to drown his 
voice. 

Question. Did it result in violence ? 

Ajisicer, Yes, sir, in throwing a curb-stone at the stand whei*e I was, which came very 
near hitting me on the head. 
Question, Was that the end ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question, It did not culminate in a riot ? 

Answer. No, sir; the police came up, and the white people made a rush to the stand 
to see that this man had a right to speak, and the negroes got out of the way. They 
fell off to one side or the other of the stand ; they came back, and found we were deter- 
mined, and they were quiet. 
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Question. Did that man finisli Ms speech ? 
Ansivci'. Yes, sir. 

QuestiQru So that the amoiiDt of it was, that when he rose there was hooting, and 
some one from that direction threw a stone at the stand, and after that the disposition 
to violence snbsided ? 

Ansicer. I don't know that the disposition subsided, hut they subsided, because the^^ 
knew it would not be safe to continue it, as there would have been somebody very 
likely to have been hurt. I considered it a deliberate attempt. I have never seen a 
more deliberate attempt to suppress freedom of speech. 

Question. I desire to know the extent of it ? 

Answer. That was the extent of it ; it would have been successful but for the inter- 
vention of the white people. 

Question, Those, I believe, cover the instances of interruption during your campaigns. 
If I have omitted any, I desire that you will state it. 

Ansicer. There was one in Greenville. 

Question. To what extent ? 

Answer. It was suppressed. I came down from the stand and went among the 
negroes. I was interrupted by a white man and a good deal of feeling was manifested. 
I silenced the white man and said let them ask questions. 

Question. They did not make any demonstration excejit to show excitement ? 

Answer. The negroes got to making demonstrations, and one of them was very vio- 
lent in manner and denunciation. I got down and went into the crowd and renwn- 
strated with him. That was terminated without bloodshed, but I think ifc was entirely 
due to the forbearance and intercession of prudent white men. 

Question. Were there any other meetings in Avhich you were disturbed ? 

Ansicer. I do not remember just at this time. There was always more or less row at 
every meeting. 

Question. By interrogatories addressed to ycfii on the stand? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; some of them most disrespectful, but none to me. No negro was 
ever disrespectful to me except one ov^r in Whittemore's country. 
Question. Was that a very exciting camvass ? 
Answer. Not more than usual, sir. 

Question. Was there not a great deal of feeling on both sides ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I expect there was a great deal of mutual recrimination. 
Question. The usual amount of excitement in a warm party contest ? 
Afiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It assumed that form — a very warm party contest ? 
Ansicer. Very much. 

Question. This ticket you were on was a reform ticket? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Gotten up, I understand, by those who desired to secure all the democratic 
vote that could be secured, and all the republican vote that could be secured, to defeat 
the present State administration ? 

Answer. Certainly. 

Question. And especially with a desire to secure the cooperation of as much of the 
negro vote as possible ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; we ran a republican for governor — Judge Cari^enter. 
^wesiion. Was he a judge? 
Ansicer. He was a judge in Charleston. 
Questim. Was he a native of the State ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had there been charges afi'ecting his integrity about as much as charges 
affecting the State administration ? 
Answer. I had never heard one until he was nomina^d. 
Question. Were there then ? 

Ansicer. The party In power brought out a great number against him and. me too. 

Question. Did not the charges against both parties have the usual amount of party 
exaggeration in them ? 

Answer. I do not know about that, sir. I tried to confine myself to what I really 
thought. 

Question. Of course I am not impugning your desire to do so, but is not that the 
general fact ? 

Ansicer. I take it for granted that there was necessarily some exaggeration, but so 
far as Judge Carpenter is concerned, I will say this for him : he was elected judge by the 
republican legislature an avowed republican. He went to Charleston, arid I do not 
know any judge iu the country w^ho had a higher reputation than Judge Carjienter 
among the lawyers of the State, and I do not know any man who might have felt more 
proud of a manifestation made to him than Judge Carpenter when he resigned his 
seat. The bar of Charleston, which is a very able and critical one, presided over by 
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the former Justice Duncan, unanimously passed resolutions upon his resignation, 

exalting him as a man of integrity, talent, and character. 

Qiicsii )7u Was that after his nomination ? ** 

Jusiver. Yes, sir; and up to that time I never heard a single lawyer speak otherwise. 

Qucslioti. Were there articles of impeachment contemplated or about being preferred 

agatnst him ? 

AnsnxT. That was sometime before; that was in reference to discriminating against 
colored men. 

Qutstion. Was that a fact? 

Avsurr. Yes, sir ; and he wrote a note to the legislature, and the matter was stopped. 
I forgot just now that there were charges in regard to the phosphate bill, but he ex- 
plained that to my satisfoction. 

Question. So that the charges against the candidates were mutual, and had the usual 
amount of party animosity and misrepresentation? 

Ansim: Yes, sir ; I dure say so. 

Question. That camx^aign, you say, resulted in a majority of 33,000, when you think 
there is no more than 15,000 republican majority ? 

Answer. I do not believe that in a square stand- up fight there would be more. 

Question. Do you mean there were 15,000 against the reform party, or that that is the 
actual division between the republican and democratic parties ? 

Answer. I think that is about the actual division between the democratic and repub- 
lican votes. 

Question. You thiuk the republican majority in this State is about 15,000 ? 
Answe7\ Yes, sir ; about that. 

Question. The excess over that yon attribute to the fraudulent administration of the 
election laws! 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Therefore the contest assamed,*aecording to your idea, the form of not one 
between reform and corruption, but really between the two parties, if that was the 
result? 

Ansiver. Yes^ sir, I think it would be narrowed down to that. We hoped, in the 
nomination ot Judge Carx)cnter, to secure a republican vote, and I supposed we would 
get the best among them. I thought we would at least get some republican votes and 
^ecure the election of better men. We nominated republicans on our ticket — among 
others a colored man — showing that the movement was not jiartisan ; but I think that, 
in the end, hardly any republican voted with us — none except a few ; he brought no' 
strength at all. 

Question. In speaking of that election law, you stated that many of the appointees 
were men who had served out terms in the jienitentiary, referring to the appointees 
under the election Jaws? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. I should be glad to know the extent to which that went. Can you name 
or designate persons of that class ? 

Answer. I can't specify just now. I knew them perfectly well then, I could do so 
by reference to the managers, but I cannot recall them. 

Question. It is a statement which, left as it stands, may include three-fourths or 
seven-eighths or one-fourth of them. I would like to have it assume more certainty. 

Answer. That is utterly impossible. I cannot designate how many, but I know very 
well there were some. 

Question. Do you mean that the majority were of that class ? 

Answer. 0, no, sir. 

Question. Was any considerable number ? 

Ansicer. There were some — I cannot say a majority, or a half, or a third ; but there 
were some. 

Question. Well, two cases so flagrant as that ought to stand out prominently. 
Answer. There were so many flagrant cases I cannot remember. 
Question. Can you name one of all the election managers ? 

Answer. I cannot, because I cannot remember one who was a manager. I cannot for 
my own county remember one. 

Question. So that, after the statement that there were a great many of that class 
among the election managers, you cannot at this time recall one ? 

Ansicer. I cannot. I further stated that a good many of them were candidates for 
office. 

Question. In answer to a question of Judge Van Trump, you stated that a colored 
man who is a republican can speak safely in any part of the State ? 
Answer. That is my impression. 

Question. Have you been in the counties of Spartanburgh and Union ? 
Ansxver. I Was there last summer. 
Question. During the canvass ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you been there since I 
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Ansiver. No, sir.^ 

Question. To what do you attribute the change in thefeeliug and mode of proceeding 
on the part of the ^v%ite people of those counties since the election, if that was the 
feeling before ? 

Answer, I attribute a great deal of it to an impression on the part of those people 
that it does not make any difference how they have carried an election, they will 
swindle them out of it. There is quite a large democratic majority in Spartauburgh, 
and I know there was a deliberate attempt to swindle them out of the election. It 
was entirely due to the State canvassers that that was not done. I think there is a 
feeling of desperation among those people. They believe that, however they may 
caiTy an election, they will be swindled oat of it. 

Question. You say it was attempted there, but was not successful ? 

Ansiver. It was not. 

Question. The State canvassers reversed the action of the county canvassers ? 
Ansiver'. Yes, sir. 

Question. The democratic officers took their seats ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were not the trial justices of that county removed at the instance of the 
democratic members of the legislature ? 

Ansiver. I cannot arsiswer. I do not know that there is any change in the condition 
or feeling in Spartauburgh. 

Question. Is it your belief now that a colored man could go into that county with 
safety and advocate his politttral principles ? 

Answer. As far as my information goes, I believe he could do it with perfect impunity. 

Question. You have not been there since the canvass ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. At that time he could do it with perfect impunity, and I believe ho 
could now. 

Question. Have you no idea that, in any portion of this State, the result of that 
election, having failed to procure any part of the colored vote for the reform ticket, 
has led to the conclusion, on the part of many white people, that that vote must bd 
prevented from being cast in that manner hereafter by some means, and that violence 
lias been resorted to for that purpose ? 

Answer. I don^t know. There has been no election since then, and it is impossible 
for that opinion to prevail. 

Question. Have you any idea that men, to the extent of one or two hundred, have 
•been whipped in that county, with the declaration made, at the time of Uie whipping, 
to many of them, that it was because they had voted the republican ticket, and that 
they must abstaiu from it in the future ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of that at all. 

Question. You have no information to that elfect ? 

Answer. None in the world. I have understood that you have examined many 
people up there who represent that they have been whii)pcd. I do not know how true 
it is. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the fact that in Union County, the other 
county which I have named, the whole, I believe, of the officers of that county have 
been required to resign, and have actually resigned their offices in obedience to notices 
from this alleged secret organization ? 

Ansiver. I have understood that some of them have ; I do not know how many. 

Question. You have not been in that county since the election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the only information I get is through the papers ; but I hav-e heard 
that some of them have been notified by the Ku-Klux organization to resign. I know 
that in Laurens there was quite a riot last fall about the time of the election. I don't 
know that there was any concealment about that riot. They went in open daylight 
determined to hurt somebody, and they did, and I think wherever the cause is excited 
it will be very apt to occur again. 

Question. In proceeding to state what had caused the disposition to violence among 
the negroes, yon answered that it was by men from the North combined with some of 
the most unrelenting slave-drivers who had been in the South. Do you attribute so 
much greater influence to that class of people than to the former masters, and the 
intelligent portion of the State ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How has that ascendancy been procured ? 

Answer. I think by misrepresentation and falsehood in many instances, and by bribery, 
by playing upon their superstition. It is done by the organization of this Union League ; 
it is by a misrepresentation of the feeling the former masters. Because many of 
these very men now have more influence over them than their former masters, and 
they have only acquired that influence by misrepresentation and falsehood. 

Question. They were formerly slave-masters ? 

Answer. Yes, many of these men I speak of, known as scalawags in this State, were 
slave-masters. I do not pretend to say it is universal, or that that class is composed of 
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relentless slave-drivers, for I believe that some few Sontli Carolinians have gone into 
the republican party conscientiously. 

Qucsfion. Then the etiect of the relation of master and slave having existed, does 
not prevent the master from acquiring that ascendancy over the negro t 

Anstctr. I do not think it does. I think if the master would become a radical he 
would go for him right off. 

Qurslion. Is that the only way the negro vote could be controlled ? 

Avsinr. I tliink it is al)()ut the only way. I do not say eventually; I think, in the 
long run, it n^ay be controlled by different means, when their eyes are oin^ned to the 
character of the radicals. I do not mean to say that every radical is a rascal. 

Qiu'iiUou. You do not say that the former relation of master and slave deprives the 
nativ<* South Carolinian of an influence over the former slave? 

Jiifiwcr. Not at all. 

(JutHtiou. You think bribery, intimidation, and deceit are the only means by which 
the negro is ke[)t by the radical party ? 

Jnsurr. Yes, sir thiuk misrepresentation and becoming a radical. I think if I 
should declare myself a republican to-morrow I could get a largo majority of their 
votes just from that fact, without regard to my antecedents. 

Qui.'ifion. Have you no idea that the negro is led to that party by his conscientious 
belief? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. And his ap[)rehension that the other has not been and will not be his friend I 

Ausiver. I think it has been drilled into hira that the republican partj^freed him ; 
that they came here with banners Hying and emancipated him. I thiidi all this sort 
of falsehoods have been drilled into him, which is not true, as I understand it; for I 
think the democrats had about as nnieh to do with freeing them as the radicals. 

Qifestioii. You think that is a part of the system of falsehood used by them as a party ? 

Ausiver. Certainly; for if a man is a republican, that is enough, if he is from the 
penitentiary ; but if he is a democrat, they will have nothing to do with him, whoever 
he is. They are ^nder the influence of the Union League and this sort of misrepresen- 
tation and deceit which is used to control them, for that is the only object. I think 
the scales will be removed from their eyes and leave them in the next five years. 

Quesiioii. Yon think the statement to the negro that the republican party, as an 
organization, was the instrument of his emancipation, and that thej^ came here with 
banners flying, and that the republicans were the friends of the negroes, is a jjart of the 
system of falsehood resorted to in order to keej^ the negroes in the republican party ? 

AusH'er. Certainly I do. 

Queslioii. And that that is a falsehood ? 

Auhiver. I do not pretend to say that the republican party was not instrumental in 
the emancipation of the negro, but I do not say that they were solely responsible for 
it, for that is not a historical fact. 

Question. I think they were only instruments. 

Ausiver. But democrats — yoli were a democrat up to 1863, Mr. Senator. 
Qnesiion. Yes, sir, and I think both parties were res])onsible. 

Answer. If you come to that question, I think, in reality, the authors of the rebellion 
were the active instruments of emancipation, and, therefore, I think the negroes should 
be more thankful to us ; and so I said on the stump last summer. I illustrated it in 
this manner : Take Governor Scott. I mention him merely because he is a governor. 
His party came here and found the white people strung along on one side of a line and 
the negroes on the other. There was a sharp line of demarcation between them, a cast 
distinctly recognized. It seems to me that if he had desired the interest and prosperity 
and welfare of the whole country — I take him as an illustration, meaning men that 
come down here like him — instead of going between those two hostile lines arrayed 
against each other and endeavoring to bring about harmony and good feeling, attempt- 
ing to induce them to^et along quietly without bickering and bad feeling, he comes 
down here and says to the negro here, "Just across this line are your enemies. Have 
nothing to do with them. Eschew them. They will put you back into slavery." Now 
that was a falsehood. He would say, " I am one of those who emancipated you. You 
must stick to us*. We are republicans," and so on. That is all the negro knows. He 
has l)een told, these people are your enemies. Instead of bringing about harmony, as 
he could have done, he steps between the lines and increases the bitterness. The 
natural result is that the negroes and the whites have had each other by the throats, 
while he and his party have been between the lines of battle profiting by the spoil. 

Qnesiion, Has it not been represented on the other side that the governor and his 
friends here are the enemies of the negro ? 

Answer. I do not know that they have taken the ground that they are their enemies, 
but they have that they are not their best friends. 

Question. Is not that your own view now ? 

Anstcer. I tell you I think if honest republicans would come to South Carolina and 
give them proper instructions, they would not be their worst enemies; but many of 
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these men are their worst enemies. I do not believe for a moment thut the larger 
number of the republican party of the North arc their worst enemies. They are con- 
scientious ; but the larger number of those in the State of South Carolina have been 
simply influenced by the desire to make money out of the credulity of the negroes and 
the ignorance of the white people. I think both have been fooled. 

Question. Yon say some of this class have been in every couiTty of the State. Has 
Spartanburgh been infested with this class? 

Answer. Is not a man named Poinier there ? 

Question. Yes, sir. 

Ansicer. He is a northern man. 

Question. That depends on where you draw the line. Ho is a Kcntuckian ; so he 
swears. 

Answer. I do not know. He is looked upon as a carpet-bagger. 

Question. Is that one of the class you place under that general designation? 

Ansicer. A carpet-bagger is not a man who comes down here to become a permanent 
citizen, but to becouie a bird of prey, as it were, to feather his nest, by means of the 
confusion and bad feeling among other people ; that is my definition of a carpet-bagger. 

Question. Taking that as the definition, and Mr. Poinier being in your eye at present, 
is he classed 'among them ? 

Ansicer. I think he is. Does not he hold official position ? 

Question. He does now, but according to his own statement he came here not to take 
office, and as long as he could, declined taking one. He came to marry a wife. 

Answer. He ran for Congress against Wallace, or proposed to do it. lie w4nted the 
nomination. 

Question. I have heard once or twice about this importation of New Y^ork roughs by 
Governor Scott, without getting any account of it in any form whatever. What does 
it mean ? 

Answer. It means this ' 

Question. Does it mean that he imported roughs here? If so, where were they 
located ? • 
Ansicer. Part of them were located in Edgefield as part of his constabulary force. 
Question. Is that a well-authenticated fact, that they were roughs from New York ? 
Answer. I was so informed. 

Question. Was that charge made during the campaign ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir, before and since. 

By Mr. Van Trump: 
Question. Have you seen certain affidavits made in New York in regard to that ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; in regard to these very ones to whom I refer. 

By the Chairm^sjn : 

Question. It is alleged that they were imported and put upon the constabulary 
force ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; sixteen were in Edgefield at one time — not all New York roughs. 
There was Jackson and a man named Ballenger from Ohio, and Haywood was another. 
There was quite an accession and increase to the force ; I do not know for Avhat pur- 
pose. I understood, from one of the constabulary force, that tliey were from New York. 
They were put on horses and scoured the country, when there were numbers of young 
men, natives of tlie State, who would have been glad to have got the pay, and could 
have done the duty better. 

Question. You passed from that to the feeling that existed here as to submitting to 
the-Teconstrnction acts instead of resisting them. Was it not the feeling in 1868 that, 
if the New Y'ork platform were indorsed by the popular vote, there would be a resist- 
ance to the reconstruction acts ? 

Ansicer. I think not by armed resistjtnce. 

Question. 1 mean sucl/ resistance as would overturn the State government ? 
Ansicer. Not by violence. I do not think such was contemplated in the South. 
Question. To what extent were arms brought into the State in 1868 ?. 
Answe7\ I think men frequently got a carbine. I did, and eighty rounds of ammu- 
nition. 

Question. Was that general ? 

Answer. 1 think almost everybody did. I advised almost everybody that I spoke to 
on the subject to get a carbine. 

Question. Had not that reference to the probable collision that would occur between 
the existing; State government and the alleged formally constitutional government ? 

Answer. No, sir, not the slightest ; not armed resistance. 

Question. Was there any apprehension of violence or organized violence against the 
white people that led to the arming in 1868 ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. Were they, then, really armed ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir, I tliiuk so ; pretty generally. 
Qncslion. Were they organized? 

Answer. I organized a company in Edgefield, and came down and offered it to Gover- 
nor Scott. 

Question. In 1868? 

Ansiver. I have forgotten whether it was in 1868 or 1869. 
QneHtlon. From what quarter was violence apprehended? 
Answer. From these armed negroes. 
Queslion. Were they armed in 1868? 

Answer. They Avere organized. It was 1868 or 1869. I know Eichelberger organized 
a militia company there and had meetings, for I called a meeting in my law oflfiee 
and said we must organize a company and muster on the public square, and if Eichel- 
berger nnisters a company we will bo prejiared to meet him. 

Question. Was that in 1868 ? 

Answer. 1 cau^ recollect. Governor Scott can tell yon exactly. Governor Bonham 
and I came down here and offered them at the instance of the citizens. I think very 
likely there was such orgnuizations all over the State. T advised that, in all parts of 
the State, they should have them to be ready for attack. 

Question. Was it not in view of that general arming and organization of the white 
people that the negro population was armed ? AVas it not upon that fact that the 
arming of the negro population was justified? 

Answer. I can't undertake to say. No%vert act was committed or intended. It was 
simply self-defense by the white people. 

Question. Had there been any overt acts by these negroes, as organized bodies, which 
led to that? 

Answer. Yes, sir, plenty of them. 

Question. Before 1868? 

Answer. About that time I know there was great nervousness and excitement all 
through the country. 

Question. Had there been organized bodies of negroes undertaking to commit violence 
throughout the State ? 

Ansum\ There was no court-house, and scarcely a section of South Carolina, where 
where they were not organized. 

Question. As military organizations ? 

Answer. Call them what you jilease ; they were Union Leagues with captains and 
officers. 

Question. Do you refer to the Union League in what you said ? 
Aiiswer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was this organization against them ? 

Answer. I think it was for protecting the country against these armed Union Leagues. 

Question. Do you wish to be understood as saying that the Union Leagues were 
armed before the election of 1868 ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think it was after the election of this State government. I do not 
remember exactly when the Union Leagues wero organized; but when they were, I' 
know, after some" time, my information was — of course I was not allowed to go into 
them — that they were organized as military comx^auies with officers, a great many of 
them. 

Question. That was your belief? 
Answer. That was my information. 

Question. Have you followed it with such investigation as to satisfy you as to 
whether that was true ? 

A nswer. I do not know. One of them met very near my house in Edgefield constantly. 

Question. That reminds mo of your remark that after the war negro troops came 
there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And yon complained then of their officers being incompetent. Was that 
before the provisional government organized by President Johnson? 
Answer. Yes, sir, in 1865. 

Question. So that, since the war closed, there has been a complaint of the incompe- 
teuey of the officers of the General Government in command of the troojis? 
Answer. No, sir ; I said of the negro troops. 

Question. I understood you to say they wero negro troops in government service ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You complained of the incompetence of these officers ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Answer. They were officers of the Federal Government ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there wero a great many white troops besides. 

Question. Was it not that state of feverishness and opposition to tho General Govern- 
ment Avhich prepared every man's mind hero to find all the fault he could after the 
close of the war ? 
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Answer. Iramediatoly after tlie close of the war, of course, there was that feeling. 
There always is in such eases, and I dare say there is the same in the North against the 
South ; but. as I said, I think that dissatisfaction would have subsided to a great extent 
if we had felt that we had been treated with proper good faith. I think if Mr. John- 
son had called together Congress, and harmony had been preserved with them and his 
cabinet, and a dilferent course had been pursued by them, there 'would have been a 
different state of things here now. 

Question. Then the want of good faith consists in Congress not permitting the gov- 
ernment here to go on as President Johnson had organized ir, but insisting upon thei 
right to organize it ? 

" Answer. I think so, to a great extent, that we arc not responsible for Mr. Johnson's 
action. 

Question. But your view is that this portion of the United States was to be treated, 
to some extent, as a foreign territory, and whatever terms were Imposed were to be 
accepted by you as a conquered i)eople ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Questiov. I3ut notwithstanding that, the terms finally imposed were to the South so 
distasteful, you have assumed such an attitude, viewing the State government as a 
result of the reconstruction by the Federal power, that when a riot is going on in the 
State now you do not Teel disclosed or called upon to stop it, even if you could do so. 

Answer. No, sir ; I would not. I have felt that way. I think, however, since Gov- 
ernor Scott has taken his ])reseut attitude, that I would do it ; but heretofore^ I would 
not have raised my arm. Through 1865, '60, '67, '68, and '69 it Avas universally known 
that Governor Bonham and myself used our iullueneo in Edgelield to prevent this thing ; 
but when I saw such a determined purpose exhibited by the authorities of the State 
to ignore everything like justice to myself, I said then, and I say now, I would not 
raise my hand to stop it until the State government assumed a dilferent attitude." If 
it would say to me, " I call upon you. General Butler, as a citizen, to aid us in putting 
down violence," I would answer, Very well ; allow me, now, to make suggestions, 
and treat them with respect and I will aid you." I believe that is the sentiment of our 
people; but as long as Governor Scott thinks he will run the State government accord- 
ing to his own notions, without consulting that class of people in the State, he must 
do it as he can, and be responsible for order. In every other State where I see violence, 
as in New York, Pennsylvania, and Illinois, as at the coal riots in Pennsylvania, the 
Governor calls out the militia, turns out himself in person, and suppresses it ; but Gov- 
ernor Scott has never done that. 

Question. You speak of the disabilities imposed and the terms of reconstruction, and 
coupling the two things together, you say that, until your rights are restored, there is 
no feeling of common interest that would assist in repressing disorders ? 

Answer. I think so ; I think the feeling is x^assivc indifference. 

Question. Does that feeling, on the i)art of gentlemen entertaining those sentiments, 
extend so far as to amount to a determination that, so long as the disabilities were con- 
tinued, they would ignore all duty to the General or State Government ? 

Answer. Not all ; they pay taxes ; but they do not feel as they would do if the dis- 
abilities were removed. Mine have been removed. 

Question. But such a duty as that you do not feel called upon to perform ? 

Answer. I think that is the feeling. As long as the State government assumes the 
attitude it has assumed, the general feeling is that of passive indifference. 

Question. Then does it not amount to this: that, until the majority parcy yields to 
the minority, the minority will not acknowledge any duties toward them oi the Gov- 
ernment ? 

Answci\ It does not follow at all. We ask that the minority's rights be respected. 
We do not ask Governor Scott to ren<;>uuce his party or principles ; we only ask that 
he give some consideration to the opinions and suggestions of men who have a right to 
know and be heard. I do not say he ought to be governed by them, but there is 
always a moral power with that class of people which entitles them to respect, and 
until he has treated them with respect he cannot expect their cooperation. Since he 
has abandoned his former position the violence throughout the country is subsiding. 
When this riot occurred in Laurens, I said to Governor Scott, '^If I had been governor 
of South Carolina I should have taken the cars and gone to Laurens County, and there 
said to Mr. Simpson and Mr. Ball, and other gentlemen like them who were there : 'I 
call upon you to aid me in enforcing the laws.'" Had he done so, they not only would 
not have hurt a hair of his head, but he would have thrown the responsibility on them. 
So he should have gone to Spartanburgh, instead of consigning it to Wallace and Can- 
non. He should have done as Governor Hoffman did the other day in New York, and 
as Governor Palmer is now doing in Illinois, and as Governor Geary is doing in Penn- 
sylvania; but instead of pursuing that course he insults the people by sending his 
constabulary. He does not consult us, but the negroes. 

Question. Have the people there no grievances to complain of? 

Answer, I think quite likely. 
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Question. Take 8partanbnr<2^1i anil Union Counties, where these hands of white per- 
sons have not only disre<jarded hiw in eases where there may have been provoeation, 
hnt in cases where thc^re was none whatever, is there uo ground lor the other party to 
coniphiin that the State does not proteet them ? 

Aum\r. I think it is the duty of the State government to protect every citizen — 
every citizen. 

Question. You made a remark about beats before the war. You said in each beat 
th( re was an organized company. 
.hisurr. Militia companies. 

Question. How many men composed' that organization in Ccach beat, or was it any 
speeilie number '? 

Jn.sH'cr. No specific number. 

(JucfiiioH. How many beats were there in a county ? 

Juswvr. It dei)ended on the size of the county. There were three militia regiments 
in Edgefield ; six battalions. 

QiiCHtiou. What was the population of Edgefield ? 

uluxiccr, I forget. There were 13,000 voters belore the war. I think when Brooks 
was ehalleuged there were 3,200. 

(Jnc^ition, That would give a white population of about 15,000 ? 

Jnsirer. Yes, sir; about that. 

Qni'siion. AVhat is the colored population ? 

Answer. I think they claim about 900 majority now. 

Question. That would make a total population of about 40,000 T 

Jlnsu'cr. Yes, sir. 

Quisfion. .In that county, before the war, you say there were three militia regiments? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. \Vere they armed ? 

Antiurr. Yes, sir ; vv ith their own guns — shot guns and sticks, not armed by the State, 
except volunteer companies. 

Question. In Edgefield how many negro regiments have been armed since the war ? 
Answer. The Lord knows ; I can't tell. 
Question. How many companies are there ? 

^lu.swer. There are three companies at Edgefield Court-House, and three at , 

but I can't tell. They are all over the country. 

Question. Were there three regiments of colored troops in Edgefield County ? 
Answer. Xo, sir; I think not. 

Question. These armed companies, in the beats before the war, were ancillaries to 
the trial justieeSj and made arrests f 

Answer. Xo, sir; I only mentioned the geographical divisions of hose companies to 
illustrate that there were more magistrates. There Avas a magistrate for each beat of 
the company. 

Question. That was the only connection? 

Answer. Y'es, sir ; in the territory for which a magistrate was appointed there was a 
beat of the company. There was no sort of connection between the beat of the 
comi)any and the magistrate. The militia turned out once or twice a year, and the 
governor reviewed them. 

Question. In view of the fact that Governor Scott may have apprehended, whether 
erroneously or not, armed resistance after the election in 1868, and in view of the fact 
that the material composing the white companies in the State m^ust necessarily, from 
the circumstances, be comx)osecl of men who had been in service in the rebellion against 
the Government, would it be unreasonable in him, entertaining that view, to refuse 
them arms, and to organize the negro militia, believing that there was danger of gen- 
eral resistance ? 

Answer. I think it would be very unwise. 

Question. But I ask the question, viewing it from that stand-point? 
Answer, I cannot tell from what stand-point Governor Scott acted ; I have my own 
opinions. 

Question. Would it not be a fact that- a white company would be composed chiefly 
of men who had been in arms against the Government ? 

Answer. Almost entirely. A great many young men had arrived at their majority 
since the war, but they sympathized with their kindred. 

Question. If the governor took that to be so, was there any other source for him to 
go to in arujing the population except to arm the negroes? 

Answer. Yes, sir; he could have gone to the General Government. 

Question. But in arming the people of the State, exercising his functions as its chief 
magistrate ? 

Answer, In exercising his functions as magistrate he has gone to the General Gov- 
ernment. 

Question. I am not sure that that is owing to the governor I 
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! A7i8iver. Well, it is certainly so. I will tell you what I think he meant. I think he 
^kept the negroes organized in order to ktep ns from getting tluMr votes. 

Question. But if he felt it a duty to organize the State militia, and took the view iu 
reference to arming the white jiopnlation which I have Buggested, was there any 
other element left for him hut the negroes ? 

Ansinr. But in organizing the State militia he had no right to discriminate. 

Queslion. But had he any other alternative if the State militia were to he organized? 

Answer. I think he had the alternative of organizing us all together. 

Quesiion, If Governor Scott entertained the idea that protection would he necessary 
at the election in 1870, and further entertained the idea that resistance had heeu con- 
templated to the State or General Government in 18G8, and that that resistance would 
have come from the white men who were then demanding to he organized into militia 
companies, could he, in that state of things, find any other element in the State to 
compose the State militia than the negroes f 

Answer. I think not ; hut you are su])p()sing a case now which does not exist. 

Question. I am putting it on a supposition. If the circumstances did not exist, of 
course 

Answer. The circumstances did not exist in 1868; it was only anterior to this last 
election. He could not have anticipated anything of the kind then. I sni)pose they 
were the only loyal men in South Carolina, according the northern acceptation. 1 
don't know Avhether the negroes know the meaning of loyalty, but I believe they are 
looked upon as the only loyal men in the South. 

Question. In your view of this question, would any republican rule in this State 
bring about security and peace with the negroes in a majority of some 15,000, accord- 
ing to your ow^n estimate of the vote ? 

Answer. I think so, sir. 

Question. Do you think there was the elements in the republican party from which a 
selection can be made of men for election whose administration w ould give security ? 

Answer. I don't know, as at present organized. I think there are some men in the 
republican party who, if elected to governor, would bring peace and satisfaction to 
the South. It is not opposition to the republican party we feel, but opposition to the 
manner in which the att'airs of this State have been administered. I think the cor- 
ruption iu the State government is the main cause of dissatisfaction. We had come 
to that point when Ave had lost everything. I looked upon it in that way. The only 
God I ever worshipped was the war. I went into it as a war. I did not care if it 
lasted twenty years; it Avas my profession. I did not think of politics or have much 
feeling about it. We care A'ery little about the complexion of a man's politics, and 
to-morroAV, if a decent republican shoidd come here and present himself in opposition 
to a man of doubtful character, cA'en if I am a democrat, I should A-ote for hiui. 

Question. Is there not in many portions of this State a preA^aleut public sentiment 
AA^hich identifies the Avhole republican party with corruption and rascality so as to pre- 
A^ent any decent man from going into it ? 

Answer. No, sir. On the contrary, on the stump I told the Avhite people I belieA cd 
there Avere plenty of republicans in the North as honest as anybody else. I think tliere 
are not 2,000 republicans to-day in this State who are wdiite men. I think nearly all 
will atjQliate AA-ith the democratic party ; but if a man of kuoAvn good character and 
honesty Avere to come her6 and present himself and be elected governor, the jieople 
would acquiesce if he administered the goA crnment with anything like fairness and 
honesty. But our people have been unaccustomed to this robbery and plunder, and 
they comidain of it, aud complain, too, that the General Government sustains those men 
in it. 

Question. So far as that is concerned, I do not know from what acts of the General 
Government you draw that conclusion that it is sustaining the State government in 
acts of corruption. The General Government is noAV inquiring through this Committee 
into the manner in Avhich the laws are executed and the security afforded to life, per- 
son, and property, in order that, if there be any remedy Avithin the reach of Congress, 
it may be applied. 

Answer. But you know there are many othe^ branches of the General Government 
besides Congress. I refer particularly to the action of the ExecutiA'e at the last elec- 
tion. When he ought to have known of the existence of this corruption, yet the Avhole 
])atronago of the Federal administration was throAvn in faA'or of the reelection of this 
corrupt State administration. 

Question. I understand you to say that the governor is now taking a course in accord- 
ance with the suggestion of such gentlemen as yourself, in the hope of finding a remedy 
for existing evils ? 

Answer. I told him I should not renounce my political affiliations, aud did not ask 
him to, but I wanted an honest goA^ernment, and if he could not get honest officers 
from his own party he ought to hunt them up from among other men. 

Question. Did he do that ? 

Ansiver. I think he is doing it. 
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Question. Is he settiuj? aside incompetent and dishonest men from his own party and 
appointing men from the otlier side ? 

Jnsiva\ lie is in my county ; and in Kershaw County and Clarendon and Greenville 
Counties he has made eajutal acceptable appointments. 

Qiastion, Assuming that he has done so in Spartaubnrgh, as that is in evideace here, 
how are we to account for the continuance of this lawlessness against the negroes in 
that county ? 

AntiU-er. Does that lawlessness continue? 

(Jnc^'itio)}. That is the testimony before us. 

;Mr. Van Thump. Still, 1 may state here the fact that the tepor of the testimony is 
that lawlessntvss has subsided there within a month or two. 

Answer. I will answer in this way. It was suggested to me yesrerday evening. My 
own solution of things in that county is, there are a great many poor white men there 
and it has become a (inestion of caste. It is a social contlict between the poor laboring 
white men and the negroes. There is an indisposition on the ])art of tlie white men to 
live and labor by the side of the ne^ro. I met a discharged soldier of the Ignited States 
Army at Edgefield. lie was out of money and si)oke about it. I said to him, " Why 
don't you go to work here hoeing cotton or laboring in some way ? " He ^aid, " I will 
not work by the side of a nigger." My solution of the question you proi)ose is, that it 
is not alone due to party ; it is a question of caste, and you will tind among the poor 
white peoi)le of South Carolina a greater feeling of hostility to the negro than among 
the better class. These cases of violence and whippings have been l)y combinations 
of poor whites to run the negroes out, to prevent conn)etition for their labor. 

(Jucsiiou. That is your opinion of the cause ? 

Ai}-su'er. Yes, sir; you asked my opinion. 

Question. Have yon no idea that while these men may feel that repugnance to the 
negro, yet from the fact that the large body of the white i)opnlation are in the demo- 
cratic party, the men above them in social and political jjosition acquiesce in it, look- 
ing to it as a means of party ascendency ? 

Answer. I do not think so. I say we acquiesce in it in the manner I explained a 
while ago. If Governor Scott would consult a class of men I could mention in Spar- 
tanburgh, fairly and frankly saying, We must stop this thing," it would be stopped 
in ten days. I do not say he would stop it entirely, because I think that "irrepressible 
conflict,'' of which Mr. Seward spoke, will go on. 

Question. You think it is inevitable? 

Answer. I think ii is unavoidable. 

Question. And that that is but the beginning of it ? 

Answer. But the beginning of it. I think the moment a white man comes here there 
arises a feeling of antagonism to the negro. • It is much less so with the former master 
than the many who come here from the North. 

Question. With reference to this land commission, have you ever seen a list of the 
persons who sold their lands to the State? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Do yon know who were the owners of Hell-Hole Swamp ? 

Answer. 1 have been trying to think of that name. 

Question. Was it not Schley? 

Answer. 1 cannot remember. 

Question. This OTianlan estate — who owned it? 

Answer. It belonired to some minors, I think. 

Question. You spoke of the fact that the owners were considerably to blame also. Is 
it not a f;ict that the fraud on the State, of the character to which you have referred, 
])uying at -^5 an acre and inserting in the deed a consideration of $10, could not 
have been consummated without the cooperation of the venders? 

Answer. Certainly, of conrs(i not. 

Question. Were not the venders, in a very large degree, the native South Carolinians 
here who owned the land f 
Answer. O, yes, sir. * 

Question. So that, in reality, if the fraud exists to the extent that is charged, 4^hey 
have at least given their countenance to it, whether they have profited by it or not? 

Answer. Clearly so ; and I think they are to blame for it ; but it was human nature 
almost. I do not think a strictly honest man would do it. If I had 10,000 acres of 
land to sell, and a senator would come to me and say, " I will buy that if you will give 
me $500," I would buy him np as I would buy a nmle. 

Question. Has the imi)rcssion been made on the public mind that the corruption ex- 
isting in the South Carolina legislature and through the negroes is attributable 
entirely to these bad men who come from the North ? 

Answer. I don't think it has. 

Question. Nor that the disturbed condition of your State is attributable to them f 
Answer. No, sir. I think some of the natives of the State are as responsible as men 
from the North j but there is this diflerence, that one is invested with a trust, a public 
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trust, and the other is not. He is simply a private individual making a trade, like 
trading horses. But here stands a man clothed with a pnblic trust, and, of course, the 
obligation rests upon him to discharge that trust honestly and faithfully, and there is 
no excuse for him. 

Question. Certainly not; but is the moral atmosphere of this State of such a char- 
acter that it holds that the public servant who is corrui)ted is to be auy more repro- 
bated than the man who corrui)ts hira ? 

Answer. I think so, clearly so ; because if a man who has a public trust is suscepti- 
ble of being corrupted, there are corrupt men everywhere ; he only wants an excuse. 
It is far more reprehensible in a man who is invested with a public trust. I do not 
apologize for the morality of cheating in a horse trade, or anything else ; but the pub- 
lic servant never could have been corrupted if he had not been ai)iu-oaehable. 

Question. We hear so much of carijet-baggers and scalawags, that we want to trace 
them out, and find out who are guilty. 

Answer. I think that is fair. 

Question. I have some curiOvSity to know why it is that if the constitution of this 
State provides that justices of the peace are to be elected, and if this legislation w^hich 
authorizes the appointment of trial justices is a mere evasion of that, none of the legal 
gentlemen of the State have ever tested the constitutionality of that legislation. Has 
a quo warranto ever been issued to a trial justice to know whether he is trving])roperly 
or not ? 

Answer. Certainly ; it has been tried over in Sumter. Judge Green has d(^cid<id that 
they are unconstitutional. I do not know whether it has gone to the snprmne court or 
not. Judge Green decided that the man holds his office contrary to the constitution. 

Question. Why was not that resorted to long ago ? 

Answer. The trial justices have been in office but a short time. In Edgefield we had 
a judge who would not hear a civil cause in two years and a half, excei)t in chambers. 
He would come up and sleep on the bench and draw his $^2,^00. 

Question. If that decision is sustained you are likely to be relieved of the Avhole sys- 
tem of trial justices ? 

Answer. I hope so. The whole system of our practice has been upturned ; they have 
adopted the New York code. 

Question. Now, as to the Ku-Klux organization, you say you have no knowledge of 
it, but there was a local organization in Edgefield f 

Ansicer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you refer to the military company of which you have spoken ? 
Answer. I cannot say it was a military comj)any j it was a sort of touchiug of elbows 
to be ready for any emergency. 

Question. W^hen was that organized ? 

Ansicer. In 1868-69. It was not a secret organization ; it was in the/^ Dark Corner " 
of Edgefield, as it is called, very remote from the court-house. The negroes were there 
burning giu-houses. 

Question. Was it confined to Edgefield County? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. It was not a State organization ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
- QMCs^io«. Had it a written constiUition ? 

Answer. No, sir; it was just an understanding. 

Question. Is that thp only one of which you have had any knowledge, in Edgefield 
County ? 
Answer. The only one. 

Question. Was there an organization of the Council of Safety? 

Answer. Not that I am aware of. I have heard a great deal about that Council of 
Safety, but I do not know what it is. I was summoned to that.mecting, but did not go. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any secret organization, in that part of the 
State, that has been operating in disguise ? 

Answer. No, sir. " 

Question. Has there been much of that in your county ? 

Answer. No, sir ; there was in 1865 or 1866 — a gang of bush-whackers left in John- 
ston's and Sherman's rear, and the citizens put it down. 

Question. But has there been much of this whipping and killing in Edgefield? 

Answer. No, sir ; nor in the State, so far as I know. It is a sort of spontaneous thing, 
like this Laurens fight. I advised some young men to go uj) there. 

Question. How far is it to that place ? 

Ansicer. About fifty miles. 

Question. When did you get the news? 

Answer. A messenger came down and said the negroes were out in line. I think 
that was aboiit two days after the election. I advised some of the young men to go 
up there and be there in case of necessity. I think that was a sx)ontaneous uprising 
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such as vfill take place whenever there comes a conflict of races. The -whites are pre- 
pared for it. 

Question. Is it not tlie determination of the whites in this State that they will not he 
ruled hy the negro vote ? 

Ausiver. I tliiuk if we can accomplish it hy legitimate means we will do it. 
Qiusfion. Is not that the determination ? 

.insicer. I think there is a very universal determination to overcome the negro [ 
majority. 

QacsUon. Is that end contemplated hy any other means than taking away tlie sutfrage 1 
from them eventually hy legal and constitutional means, or, if that he not possihle, hy ^ 
violence ? 

Ausinr. I think not. My solution of the whole thing is the introduction of white ( 
immigration. 

ByMr. VaxTp.ump: 
Qncsfiou. Have you a large organization for that purpose now ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I am a member of it now. That is the last reason. The conclu- \ 
sion of our people is that that is the only possible salvation to us — increasing the 
white poi)ulation and having the negroes to go out West and to the sea coast. 

By the CiiAiiimx : 

Qi(€sthn. Is it not inculcated hy your leading men that the negro majority must by 
some means be overcome? 
Aiisicer. Certainly. 

Question. Do you not think that has some tendency in some portions of the State to 
encourage this whipping of negroes ? 

Answer. Xo, sir ; I do not think so. Last year we recognized the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments and the right of the negro to vote. The " new departure " is 
where I was last year. I do not suppose that Judge Van Trump will agree w^ith me. 
He is a pronounced democrat. My own view is that if we can ever get a normal con- 
dition of society, (for everything is perfectly abnormal now,) and an honestly-admin- 
istered State government, I have my own doubts as to the propriety of depriving j 
the negro of the right to vote. I tliink that would be an element of strength in the 
Federal councils as a basis of representation. It would be a source of strength to us, 
and I do not know that we should advocate depriving him of the vote. I should not 
oppose letting an honest, respectable negro vote, for I have practiced before a negro / 
trial justice. . 

Question. I think the time when you get control of the negro vote depends upon 
when the Ku-Khix outrages against him cease. 

Answer. I think so, too. I have done everything I could to produce quiet. Last 
summer I could easily have provoked a riot in ten minutes, but I have taken legal 
rather than violent means. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Have you any idea that Governor Scott, at the time he organized the negro 
militia with new guns and fixed-ammunition, had any honest purpose to accomplish, 
however he may have since repented of his rashness in that regard ? 

Answer. I do not think he did have an honest purpose, sir. I just explained to the Sen- 
ator that my opinion was that he intended to consolidate the negroes in such a way, 
through these military organizations, as to prevent our having any influence ui)on them, 
marching them to the poUs and voting them as a body. 

By the Chairman : * 

Question. The extravagance and corruption of this State administration have been 
spoken of so often that I have a curiosity to get an exidanation of this statement, 
which occurs in a report of the committeo of ways and means on the 17th of Decem- 
ber, 1864, and appears in the publication of the ordinances, reports, and resolutions 
adopted by the convention of the people held in Columbia in September, 1865: 

^'The committee of ways and means, to whom was referred the report of the presi- 
dent and directors of the Bank of the State of South Carolina, ask leave to report that 
they have given it that earnest consideration which its importance demands. In view 
of the lar^e amount estimated to carry on the State government for the present fisc'al 
year, it being over six millions of dollars." 

Can you inform me what caused an expenditure of $6^000^000 at that time, and when 
it ceased ? 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Does it not mean confederate currency? 

Answer. I was not in that convention and cannot answer it. That was in 1864, and 
was in confederate currency, when a pair of boots cost about $150. I gave §5,000 for a 
horse in lb65. That estimate, I suppose, was in confederate currency. 
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By the Chairman : 

Q2i€8tion. About how maDy obligations of the State eame" over to the next adminis- 
tration, to be met when it was reorganized under the provisional government and the* 
present government ? 

Jnsicer. I do not think they had any assets at all when the confederacy expired. 

Question. I am speaking of liabilities. 

Answer. Excluding the confederate debt, which was repudiated, I think the whole 
debt, when Governor Scott took possession, was five to six millions. 1 will say six 
millions. 

Question. You have seen the report of the tax-payers' convention, estimating the debt 
at nine millions? The State officers claim, with some plausibility, as a justification, 
that they have had to assume a great deal of indebtedness of x^revious administrations — 
of Orr's administration, interest on bonds, funding bills receivable in lh;65, $500,000, 
funding bills of the bank of the State, $1,500,000. They claim that the only increase 
of the debt is $700,000 for the land commission. 

Ansicer. Tliat may be technically true, but the corruption we complain of, and which 
the financial people of the North do not. understand, is this: that they were issuiug 
these bonds to i^ay due interest, to fund bills receivable and bills of the State of South 
Carolina, while they were collecting enormous taxes all the time ; and if they had 
appropriated the taxes properly, the issuiug of these bonds would not have been 
necessary. Instead of that they put the proceeds of the taxes in their pockets, as we 
claim. They were all absorbed by the extravagance of the State government. 

Question. Was it not the fact that in many counties the affairs of the county went on 
credit during the war, and when the war ended they were compelled to levy taxes to 
pay the debt which had accumulated? 

Answer. No, sir, I think not. 

Question. 1 do not ask as to Avar debts, but for the ordinary affairs of the county. 

Ansiver. There was, to some extent, but you see confederate money was like leaves 
to pay county officers. Some counties claimed pay for charges and accounts, but not 
much. I think that these six millions you called my attention to refened to confeder- 
ate currency. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 

Question. You spoke of the canvass conducted in 1870. Do you mean that you 
addressed mixed audiences of white people and colored in that campaign ? 
Answer-. I did, all over the State. 

Question. Speaking from the same stand with colored men of both parties ? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir, in some instances. 
Question. Sometimes in joint discussion ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you running against Ransier, a man of color ? 
Anstvcr. Yes, sir. 

Question. And Judge Carpenter was running with you against Governor Scott ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Carpenter being from the North somewhere — where? 
Ansiver. From Kentucky, but born in Maine. 

Question. Do you think it singular that the negro population should prefer that ticket 
to yours ? 

Answer. Well, yes, I do. 
Question. Why? 

Answer, Because we endeavored to get honest, respectable men. 
Question. Do you think, looking back* over it, that you had any better candidate for 
governor than the republicans had ? 
Answer. As a matter of course I do. 
Question. You still think so ? 
Answer. Certainly.- 

Question. You would hardly complain of the negroes for voting for a man of their 
own color in preference to yourself? 

Answer. Yes, sir, if one were ignorant and the other intelligent and more competent 
to cany on the State government, I certainly should. T only judge of Judge Carpenter 
by his record as a judge, and I must say there was not the slightest suspicion of dis- 
honesty. On the contrary, every opinion expressed about his judicial career was that 
it was of the highest character. I had every reason to believe that he would discharge 
his duties as governor with the same fidelity and integrity. 

Question. Nothing had been proved against him ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Question. Has anything been proved against Governor Scott ? 
Answer. I think so. 

Question. 1 mean judicially against either of them ? 
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A})8tca'. Xo, sir, I didn't know that any judicial investigation has ever been begun 
against eitln'r of them. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that articles of impeachment were jfrepared or 
filed against ^Mr. Carpenter in Kentucky? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Before he left there ? 
Answer. Yes. 

Question. Were you aware of that before he was nominated ? 
Ansiver. Xo, sir. 

Question. You say articled were prepared here ? 

Answer. The matter was discussed ; I do not know whether they were prepared. I 
heard, after he had been nominated, that articles of impeachment had been presented 
against him in the Kentucky legislature, and he had been exonerated. 

Question. You did not hear that there hail been no investigation of it? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. What is your business now, general ? 

Answer. I am an insurnuce agent — the common refuge. 

Question. You are not planting ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I am jdauting, 

Question. You have some landed estate still ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How much ? 

Answer. One thousand six hundred and forty-two acres in one tract, and five hundred 
in another, and fifty in another, and my residence in Edgefield. 

Question. You seein to think the Government would have been more kind to you if 
it had expatriated you. Do you really mean to be so understood ? 

Answer. I do not know as to my individual instance. I think if they had put up a 
guillotine, and chopped off some heads, and expatriated others, the rest would have 
got oft' better. I think the course pursued has been the refinement of cruelty. 

Question. You mean you have suti'ered mentally, not physically ? 

Answer. Yes, which is far worse. 

Question. X^one of your property was confiscated ? 

Answer. Yes, ])y my creditors. 

Question. But not by the Government? 

Answer. Xo, but by my creditors. I have not yet paid for all of it. 
Question. You are now a voter in this State for State ofiicers ? 
Sinswer. Yes, sir. 
Question, And national officers ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have voted ; but'I have the right. My disabilities 
have been removed. 
Question. Your disabilities do not prevent your voting ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. You arc entitled to hold office also ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You are, therefore, a full-fledged citizen? 
Answer. Yes, sir, a le<j:al citizen of the United States. 

Question. Still you think it would have been better to have been expatriated ? 

Answer. Yes. I do not think it is fair to specify my particular instance, because I may 
have got along better than other men. I may have that facility in adapting myself to 
the new order of things that many have not ; but I believe if there had been an expa- 
triation to some extent, and executions upon the guillotine or scaffold, it would have 
been mildness compared to the way that many of us in the South have been treated. 

Question. Y(m think the people of the South would have preferred that ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and many expected it. 

Question. It was according to the old precedence to banish and confiscate ? 
Answei'. Yes, sir. 

Question. After the Revolution, I believe this State did confiscate some two hundred 
and forty estates of tori^s ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. And banished some ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; but there were no rebels. We were all rebels at that time. 
Question. The jieople treated them as rebels against themselves ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. I thiuk the course pursued, more particularly by the State gov- 
ernment, has resulted in the death of numbers of our very best people. 
Question. How? 

Answer. I think the course pursued in elevating a race, whose character is reeog- 
iiized at the Xortli as well as at the South, over them ; the practical confiscation of 
their property by excessive taxation; the loss of property; the permanent exclusion 
fronj all voice in the affairs of the government they have here; the disappointment in 
the results of the war ; the utter destruction of all their hopes ; and the unrelenting 
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course followed, so far as disabilities were concerned, have been the cause? of the 
death of many men, some advaiiced in years. 

Question. Of broken heart ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; disapiioiutment. 

Question. I do not speak lightly, but ask the question, for I believe that men do die of 
broken heart. 

Ansicer. I don't know of people dying by a broken heart, but getting low-spirited. 
I know of many instances'where men have died from incarceration by Sickles's orders, 
and now he gets credit for having administered government with mildness. I know of 
the cases of twenty-two of the best people in Edgefield who sulfered for no cause, like 
that case which Mr. Thurman offered in the Senate, in considering the Ku-Klux act. 
Two of those twenty-two men died from the effects of that imprisonment. I think if 
he had put ui> a scaifold and hung that many, it would have been mildness compared 
to his actual course. • 

By Mr. Van Teump : 

Question. I see an unusual number of lunatics reported as in your State asylum. 
Has insanity increased ? 

Answer. 1 am not prepared to answer that question : my attention has not been 
directed to it. 

By Mr. Ste^^nson : 

Question. Is it not true that the great mass of property-holders, land-holders, were 
engaged in the rebellion, either personally or by their aid and sympathy ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it is almost universal. I know of scarcely an instance in 
this State, unless it be Mr. Pettigru, and he was not a land-holder. 

Question. How many men are there in South Carolina who are under disabilities ? 

Answer. I have never estimated it. There are quite a number. 

Question. You have no idea ? 

Answer. No, sir ; by thinking for a time I might tell. 
Question. How many are there in your own county ? 

Answer. I do not know. I know a man came down the other day, who I did not 
dream was under disabilities, but I found that he was ; he had been a sheriff. There 
must be, I should say, at the least estimate, forty to fifty. 

Question. In your county ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. General Bonham was one, General Dunnovant another, and others. 
Question. You spoke of relentless slave-drivers having now become radicals. To 
whom did you allude ? 
Answer. I don't like to call names. 
Question. AYe would rather have names. 
Answer. Eichelberger. 
Question. You named him before. 

Answer. Yes, sir. I think your republican Senator from South Carolina had that 
reputation — Mr. Robertson. He always had the reputation of being a very cruel mas- 
ter, and, I think, deservedly, from what.I have heard of him. Another is Joe Crew ; he 
used to be a negro- trader. 

Question. He is the senator or representative from what county? 

Ansiver. I think he is representative from Laurens. He is living in Columbia now. 
I think he is what they call a refugee. 
Question. You say he. was a slave-trader? 

Anstver. Yes, sir; he used to trade in slaves — that is my information — and was not 
a very humane one at that. 

Question. Do you know with whom he was engaged in that trade ? 
Ansicer. I do not. 

Question. Is he not the man who was in partnership with General Forrest ? 
Answer. I don't know ; I never heard of that. I do not know that he ever knew 
Forrest. Forrest was a negro-trader, I know. 
Question. Trading to this State ? 

Ansicer. 1 rather think he got some from this State. I have no doubt he sold slaves 
to Forrest. He traded negroes from Hamburg. I do not think Mr. Wallace, the pres- 
ent member of Congress, was a very humane man, from what I have heard of him. 
He is now a shining light, I believe. 

Question. In speaking of the constabulary force of the state government, you say 
there were some New York roughs among them. Is it not true that that force was 
brought here to take the place of the military which was being superseded — the mili- 
tary force acting under General Sickles ? 

Anstver. It was authorized by the legislature ? 

Question. They succeeded that force, did they not ? * 
Ansicer. 1 don't remember of their coming in any force, except in Edgefield and 
Abbeville, Just after Randolx>h was killed they had a crowd. 
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Quvsiion. They succeeded the Sickles administration in point of time? 

Ansarr. Yes, sir; tliey were not a])i)ointed until after the organization of tho 
IH'esont State ojovernmcnt under the constitution of 1808. 

(Jtu\^tion. Is it not true that there were hnsh-Avhackers still ranp^ing more or less lu 
the upper ])nrt of the State after the or«^anization of the State goverunieut ? 

Ansivtr. Yes, sir: 1 think there Avcre some in Edgetiehl. 

Qiic-ttion. AVas not this force directed a<j^ainst them nion^ particularly? 

Ansivtr. They did not send them to arrest them. Sickles sent some cavalry up in 
the western i)art of Edgelield and broke up some that were there several tiines. I 
don't know tliac they were sent after bush-whackers or that they arrested any. 

Question. Do you kuovr Mr. Dave,Gist, son of ex-Governor Gist, of Union County ? 

Answer, I know Kichard Gist. I do not know Dave. lie can't be a soil of the ex- 
governor. How old a man ? 

Qncf>fwii. About tliirty. 

Answer. I know Joe and John. Quito likely I know this man, but not by that name. 
I thought the governor had but one son, Dick. Ho is about my age — thirty to thirty- 
live. He was at college with me. 

Qn(stion. Was he arrested by General Sickles ? 

Answer. I don't know. He was arrested by somebody; I don't know whether by 
the government or the State constabulary. He was put in jail in Newbury, I think. 

Qncstion. Speaking of the negroes coming armed to democratic meetings, was it not 
the habit of this negro militia to go to their meetings marching in compam" ? 

Answer. As to exclusively republican meetings I do not know. 

Question. Did they not take a great deal of pride in their organization and arms? 

Answer. Yes; and iu ribbons and plumes, and drums beating, and all that sort of 
thing. 

Question. ISly information is that that was their habit ? 

Answer. I don't know. I was at but one exclusively rej)ublican meeting. It was at 
Ab1)evill<-, and I made a speech at their request. I saw no arms there. That was iu 
September, not long before the election. 

Qncstion. You made a speech in Charleston in the canvass of 1870, did you not ? 

AnsH-cr. Yes, sir. 

Qncstion. Did you make such a remark as this, there in that speech : that if the 
reform or democratic ticket could not defeat the republicans at the polls, they could 
defeat them with arms in their hands ? 

Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Nothing of that kind ? 

Answer. Xot a word of it. 

Question. Did you, in any of your speeches, make a remark In substance this: that 
■while the republican platform recognized the status of the negro as an accomplished 
fact, yet <mly wait until we succeed, as we will in this contest, and you will then see 
how easily we can get over these questions by legislation, and assert our ascendency 
over these ignorant ]ieople ? 

Answer. Never. There is not a word of truth in it. 

Question. You uttered no such sentiment ? 

Answer. N'.'ver. 

Question. Did you hear General Gary make a speech at the club in this town in 1869 
or 1870 ■? 

Answer. No, I do not think Gary ever made a speech before any club in Columbia. 
Question. Were you with him at a club here ? 

Answer. I go into the club here and talk and drink with him now and then. 

By. Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You mean the social club ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I heard him make a speech in Edgefield, in w^hich he got up and 
swore he did not believe in negro sufl'rage, and all that sort of thing. 

By Mr. Stevenson : ' 

Question. Did you, at any time in that club or elsewhere, see him draw his bowie- 
knife and appeal to that as the argument to be used? 

Answer. No, sir, there is not one word of truth in any such report. 

Question. Do you know the Marshalls of Abbeville? [See report of 11. C. De Large, 
land commissioner, attached to the testimony of Joel Foster.] 

Answer. Yes, sir, very well, some of them — John and George and another, a younger 
one. 

Quc^stimi. G. W. ? 
Answer. George H. 

Question. Do you know Est. Marshall ? 

Sinswcr. I do not know the others. I know George Marshall. 
Question. Are they old citizens of the State ? 
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Answer, Yes, sir; born and raised here. 
Question. Are they democrats or republicans? 

Answer. I do not know. They are brothers-in-law of Governor Orr. He married 
their sister. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 
Question. Then they are likely to have taken the Orr shoot ? 
Answer. My impression is they are democrats. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. Do you kno-w Mr. Sires, of Charleston? 
Answer. I do not know any such man. 
Question. Do you know the Woodville plantation? 
Ansir€i\ Where situated? 
Question. In Charleston County, I suppose. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know a Mr. Fox, of Chesterfield ? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not know that I do. I 'know a Fox of Colleton. 

Question. What is his name ? 

Answer. I. I. or F. F. 

Question. Not H. J. Fox ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know H. J? 

Ansicer. No, sir ; he may have belonged to my division, and I not know him. 
Question. Do you know Mr. C. C. Singleton, of Fairfield? 
Answer. Yes, sir, Carter Singleton. 
Question. Who is he.? 

Answer. A son of John Singleton. His mother was a Miss Carter. He went from 
here as a member of my cavalry company. 
Question. Is he a democrat or republican ? 
Ansiver. A deniocrat, I think. 

Question. Do you know Wliilden & Son, of Charleston ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; ice-dealers. 

Question. What are they in i)olitics ? 

Answer. I declare I do not know. 

Question. Are they old citizens of the State? 

Answer. Mr. Whilden has been living there a number of years. He is bankrupt now 
— just had his property sold out. 

Question. William Keiler, of Orangeburgh, do you know him ? 
Ansiver. No, sir, I do not know him that I remember. 
Question. Do you know the Tynal's plantation, in that county f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know H. J. Hugueind? 
Ansu-er. Yes, sir, I know one Hugueind. 
Question. Of Richland ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Ansn-er. He is a native of Beaufort or Colleton County. 
Question. What are his politics? 
. Ansicer. I do not know ; I think he is a democrat. 
Question. Do you know Mr. O. H. Jones, of Richland? 
Answci\ No, sir, not that I remember. 

Question. Do you know Mr. J. N. Hirsch, of Williamsburgh ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who is he ? 

Answe7\ A hotel-keeper, and a republican, I think, if he is the man I take him to be. 

Question. Is ho an old citizen? 

Answer. He is a German, I think. 

Question. How long has he been in the State? 

Ansicer. I don't know. I never knew him until I went down to Kingstree last sum- 
mer. He could probably tell you about that land transaction of SwaiPs, the republi- 
can senator. 

Question. Do you know a man named R. B. Fladger, jr., of Marion ? 
Answer. I do not know him. 

Question. You have spoken of Mr. Schley, of Charleston. Do you know him? 
Ansicer'. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know who he is ? 

Answer. No, sir, I don't know that I ever heard of him until I heard of that land 
transaction. It is quite possible that I may know this man, but not recognize his 
name. 
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Question. Are yon aware that "what is called Hell-Hole Swamp, being 12,000 acres of 
the Schley hnuls, at one time contained a considerable i>lautatiou of value? 

A}i8iva\ I do not know it. I never was on it* I only know the general character of 
the Hell-Hole Swamp country. 

Quesikm. Who is Mr. Cochran, of Anderson ? 

Austcer. He is a republican. He was a lobby-member of the legislature ; at least lie 
is the lol»byist regarded as the smartest and shrewdest, next to Tim Hurley. 
Qucfiiiou.'^ Where is he from ? 
AuHivcr. I think lie is a native of Anderson. 
Qucsiiou. Do you know Mr. Macon B. Allen, of Beaufort*? 
Ausurr. Xo, sir, I can not recall him now. 
Question. Do you know W^. M. Cunimings, of Colleton ? 

Answer. 1 do not remember that I do. Quite likely I do, but I cannot recall him 
now. 

Question. Do you know Mr. Richard Dosier, of Georgetown ? 
Ansiva'. Yes, sir. 
Question. Who is he? 

Ansu-er. A lawyer of character, a gentleman. 

Question. Is ho an old citizen ? 

Answe?'. Yes, sir. 

Question. What are his politics ? 

Answer. He is a democrat. 

Question. Do you know Mr. S. R. Adams, of Kershaw ? 

Ansicer. I do not know that I do. I cannot recall him just at this moment. 
Question. Are there some of that name there ? 

Answer. There is quite a number of Adamses down in what is known as the Fork, in 
Richland County. 

Question. Do you know the Ciple's plantation? 

Answer. I don't know anything about that. 

Question. Do you know Mr. B. F. Bates, of Spartanburgh ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; he was in the legislature. 

Question, Is he an old citizen ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You do not claim him as a democrat ? 

Ansieer 1 think he is a sort of nondescript. I was in the legislature here with liim 
in 1659-60, and he was very hot to get out of the Union. 

By Mr. Steven sox : 

Question. You were speaking of the hope of yourself, and, you believed, of other citi- 
zens of the same opinion, to overcome the negro majority in South Carolina by the im- 
migration of white men. 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And you spoke of the emigration of negroes from the State? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you aware of the fact that they are emigrating ? 
Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are they leaving the State rapidly ? 

Ansicer. I do not know that they are leaving rapidly. Governor Scott told me he 
thought that would be the destiny of the negro ; that he would go down to the allu- 
vial lands of the State and out W^est, and the hope of the State would be the up- 
county. 

Question. Do you know of any movement toward Liberia ? 
Answer. Kot to any extent. 

Question. I see in this morning's paper an article -taken from the Yorkville Enquirer, 
which reads as follows : 

" The Yorkville Enquirer learns that a large number of negroes, comprising sixty or 
eighty families, in the vicinity of Clay Hill, in the northeast part of this country, have 
determined to emigrate to Liberia, and are now making their arrangements to embark 
in the vessel of the Colonization Society, which will sail irom Charleston or Baltimore 
early in November next." 

The Yorkville Enquirer of July 20, 1871, says: 
Going to Liberia. — We learn that a large number of negroes, comprising sixty or 
eighty families, in the vicinity of Clay Hill, in the northeast part of this county, have 
determined to emigrate to Liberia, and are now making their arrangements to embark 
in the vessel of the Colonization Society, which will sail from Charleston or Baltimore 
early in November next. Rev. Elias Hill and June Moore (two colored men of this 
county) are at the head of the movement, and it is the intention of the emigrants to 
locate in that part of Liberia known as the North Carolina Colony. These emigrants 
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are to be received at Rock Hill, and will be furnished transportation to Liberia by the 
Colonization Society. Wo understand that several hundred other negroes in this county 
are niakin<i: })reparations to follow in the vessel which sails next May/' 

Answer. I have not heard anythin<^ of that. 

Qursiion. Is there a colonization society in the State ? 

Answer. I think so. There Avas a Miss Gregg, (a sister of General Gregg, who was 
killed in the war,) who is now in Liberia, who took out a colony. 
Qucslion. How many has she ? 

Answer. I have forgotten. A man named Rose, who used to wait on me, cameJl)ack. 
They went out on the Golconda. She made several trips. The emigration I refer to 
especially is that going to Mississippi and Arkansas and the Gulf coast. They can 
afibrd much higher wages than we can, and will gradually drain them olf. Forrest has 
carried out a great many to work on liis railroad in Mississippi. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Quesiion. Is there not more laboring population in this State than is necessary to 
carry on the labor of the State ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I think so. 

By iSIr. Steyexsox : 

Question. Do yon think it is for the advantage of the country or of the State to send 
these people out of the country ? 

Ansicer. I thiiik it would be of ultimate advantage. I think it ought to be gradually 
done, if done at all. My own opinion is this : that a homogeneous race should occupy 
this country. I have no hostility to the negro. I think the i^resent class of negroes, 
growing up, will be utterly unfit for labor. 

Question. Are they not, for a considerable part of the South, the best labor they have ? 

Answer. Under our old system they were — under the system of cultivating large 
areas of land, with slight, careless culture, I think they are ; but I hope to see in this 
country, before many years, a more diversified system of labor; a more intelligent 
class, and to see lands, divided into small farms, with an intelligent, thrifty, white 
population. I think that must be the result. 

Questwu. Have you such a white population to work the lands now ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Quesiion. Is it not true that, on the lower coast, the negroes are the only class that 
can work those i)lantations ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the negro and the Chinaman in the rice plantations, but anywhere 
above tide-water a white man can stay. 

Question. What do you mean by tide-water ? 

Ansicer. As far as the tide runs ui). 

Quesiion. How far is that ? 

Answer. Twenty, thirty, or forty miles into the interior. Anywhere above that, out- 
side of the miasmas of the large streams, a white man can live hero as well as in New 
Jersey. 

Question. You mean in the valleys, and on the coast, as far as tide-Avat'er, the negro 
is the only class that can safely labor? 

Answer^ Yes, at present ; but I hope that when the country is filled up with a thrifty 
population, these very sections will be rendered habitable by proper drainage. It will 
be a long, long while before it is done. But I think it would be a benefit to the negro 
to have an influx of farmers like those of Western New York, and Pennsylvania. I 
think, with their habits of thrift and economy before them, ascertaining what money 
a man may realize from an acre of land here, by intelligent culture, like you have at 
the North]^ would be of service to the negro. 

Question. What are your lands valued at, on an average, for taxation ? 

Answer. I cannot tell you. 

Question. I ask only for a general i?stiniate ? 
, Answer. I have not seen the estimate made. 

Qmstion. Take your own county ? 

Answer. I really am not able to say. I know the estimate put upon the lands by the 
owners was increased 150 per cent, by the board of equahzation — from two to five 
dollars an acre. An average between that was the estimate i^nt upon them by the 
owners. That was increased 150 per cent. ; and in Orangeburg, 300 per cent, on the 
estimates made by the owners themselves. You can buy very good land here in the 
market at three to ten dollars an acre. 

Question. Improved laud ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is the rate of taxation ? 

Anstver. About fourteen 'mills. 

Question. For State and county purposes ? 

Answer. Y^es, sir 3 but it amounts to more than that. It is about seventeen mills in 
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the county of Ed<»'efleld. Mr. Kimptou, the liuaDcial agent in New York, told me ha 
thought ail asseBsnieiit of live mills would be enough to carry on the State governnient. 

Qucfftion. Including his services ? 

Jnm'cr, I suppose so. 

Qucntion. lie is one of the men complained of, is he not '! 

Jnswn: Yes, sir; I thinly he is. 

(>i(('stiov. Do you think he is very good authority ^ 

Jnm'tr. Yes, sir, I think so. He puts it down at live mills, and the powers that bft 
say sevent(ien. 

(Question. Suppose ho put it at four times that much ? 
Ansicer. Then I should attach some suspicion to it. 
(^Uiestion. Then he is good authority if he agiees with you ? 
^lusicer. Xo; I have no opinion upon the subject. 
(Jneslion. Your opinion tends that way ? 

llnsicer. Yes, sir ; I know a great deal of unnecessary expenditiire is made. Governor 
►Scott, himself, admits that it is not an idle charge of ours. 

Question. Speaking of the campaign of and the purposes of the democratic 

party at that time, I would like to know a little more definitely what the expectation 
was of the democracy in this State as to what would hai>pcn if the dera'ocratic party 
elected the Seymour and Blair ticket ? 

AiisH-er, What was the expectation of the democratic party ? 

Question. Yes, as to the policy of reconstruction and negro sulirage ? 

Answei'. I think the expectation was that the disabilities would be removed ; that 
they would be allowed to hold otiice in the government of the country, and there would 
be a restoration of harmony and good feeling among the i^eople of the South. I do 
not know that it was the intention of the people of this State to use force to take the 
l ight of sulfra^e away. I think it is possible that they would have put some such re- 
striction as exists in some of the Northern States upon suifrage. General Hampton took 
that position. 

Question. Did he not take the position that the reconstruction acts were void ? 

Answer. In his speech here he took the ground of partial suffrage. I took the ground 
that it was a sword cutting both ways ; that it cut off a great mauy white men to have 
an educational qualification. I think the expectation was that there would not have 
)jeen any more armed resistance. We had had enough of fighting here, God knows. 

Question. AVas it the geueral expectation that the reconstruction policy of Congress 
would have been set aside ? 

Answer. I think it would have been very much modified by legislation. I have no 
doubt that was expect (h1 — to use all legitimate means to bring about a normal condi- 
tion of tilings. I think that a very abnormal one was and is still existing here. 

Question. If the reconstruction policy of Congress was void, would it have been le- 
gitimate to have disregarded it f 

Answer. I don't know. Tliat would have been revolution, because it was upon th<' 
statute-book, and for any organization to have said it was null and void, and disregarded 
It, would have been nn olution. 

Question. You have no kn(>wledge of the conspiracy, if any such existed, to overthrow 
the State government, in case of tlie election of Seymour and Blair ? 

Answer. None at all. You mean by force ? 

Question. By whatever force w as necessary ; by a riot. 

Answa: No, sir ; I do not believe a word of it. I heard nothing of it. I do not be- 
lieve a word of it. I do not think there was any such feeling or disposition among 
any democrats that I knew anything about at all. I think it is quite likely they would 
iiave attempted to produce a modification of the reconstruction acts of Congress; to 
what extent the modification would have gone I cannot say. I think it would have 
been controlled by circumstances. 

Question^ Do you suppose that if Seymour and Blair had been elected, the white peo- 
]>le of South Carolina would have quietly submitted to the continuance of this State 
government without an effort to change it f 

Answer'. Certainly, I do. 

Question. Without auy effort of any sort ? 

Answer. Certainly, until the expiration of the term of oifice. 

Question, You would not have had a convention to change the constitution? 

^inswer. No, sir; wo had no authority. 

Question. You know they are holding one, or preparing for it, in North Carolina? 
Answer. I>ut that is done under the regularly-organized government, under an act of 
the legislature. 

Question, It is done outside of the constitution ? 
Ansicer. But by the legislature. 

Question, They claim that it is not unconstitutional, but it is done outside of the 
provisions of the constitution. 
Atmcer. It is done under the sanction of law. I understand you to ask me whether 

77t 
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iho people of South Carolina would have submitted to the State governnient without 
an effort to overthrow itf 

Question. To change it, at least ? 

Answer. And if we would not have called a convention f I say we would not with- 
out authority of law. 

Question. I ask whether yon believe the white people of South Carolina would, had 
Seymour and Blair been elected, hnve quietly submitted to this State Government and 
the administration of it without making some effort to change it ? 

An8wei\ I think so, sir, until the expiration of the term of office, unless we had had 
the authority of the legislature, some change in the legislature, to authorize the calling 
of a convention; but I think it is likely, if Seymour and Blair had been elected, that, 
through the influence of the patronage of the General Government, without molesting 
the authorized government of South Carolina, wc could have so modified our govern- 
ment as to make it much more sufferable. 

By the Ciiair:man : 

Question, Was there any fixed purpose as to the mode in which that sentiment that 
the reconstruction acts Avere null and void was to be made i)ractieal I? 
Answer, I do* not think there was. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. General Blair spoke of the Army undoing what the Army had done ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; and he explained how that should be done j but I do not know that 
there was any such sentiment here. 

Question, You think he was in advance of the sentiment of South Carolina ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; we Avere not prepared for another revolution. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. You had had fighting enough for awhile I 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, But it did not require much fighting to overthrow the negroes? 

Anstoer. But suppose the General Government sent ten or fifteen thousand men hero 
to support the State government ? 

Question, But that would not have occurred under Seymour and Blair ? 

Answer, I don't know what would have occurred. I think if this goes on until a 
conflict comes between the whites and blacks, the contest will not last long. 

Question, Which class will last the longer ? 

Answer, I think the whites will soon get the ascendency by force. 



CoLUMiiLi, South Carolina, July 21, 1871. 
WADE HAJMPTON sworn and examined. 

The Chairman. I will request Judge Van Trump to conduct the examination of 
this witness. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question. Where do you reside, general ? 

Qnswer, This is my home, though I am absent very much between here and Missis- 
sippi ; I am planting in Mississippi, though I claim this as my homo. 
Question, Are 'you a native of South Carolina ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were yon in the confederate army ? 

Answer, Yes, sir; during the whole of the war. 

Question. What was your rank in that service? 

Answer, I went in as a private and came out as a lieutenant general. 

Question. What was your position in regard to the question of secession oi iginally? 

Answer. In the question of secession, that first occurred in the State in 1852, whero 
the State was divided between two parties, cooperation and secession, I took a very 
.ictive part against the secession movement, and used all tlie influence I had against 
it ; and up to the secession of the State, while I never doubted the right of the States 
to secede, I was very doubtful of the policy. I was then a member of the senate of 
this State, and the last time when I had occasion to address the senate, it was in regard 
to the reopening of the African slave trade, a measure I was very much opposed to. 
I there expressed the most earnest desire that the Union should be preserved, and that 
we should conduct this contest, as I remember saying, in tlie Union and under the Con- 
stitution. That was my feeling until the election of Mr. Lincoln. I was not hero 
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'A Lea the lo^islattiro called the comeiitiou; I was in Mississippi, on my plantation; 
nor was 1 here when the attaek was niado on Fort Sumter. When that was done I 
( arae back and volnnteered. 

Question. After the Stato had seceded ? 

Ansiar, Yes, sir. 

Quifilion. Were you the subject of considerable animadversion by your fellow-citi- 
i iMis in South Carolina for the position you occupied u^) to tho time yon united with 

Ihem? 

Andivcr. Yes, sir. I believe some parties who were very bitter, and who did not go 
into the war at all, found great fault with me for my lukewarmness. 

Jv.su t)'. 1 v. ill ask y<m, «;eneial, from your long and intimate relations with- the 
people of South Carolina, and your knowledge of ^heir character, whether or not 
Ihi'y wt ie anxiously disposed to resume their former relations with their Northern 
sister States, and to submit peaceably and quietly to all the legitimate results of the 
A'ar, wlien that war was ended, and the supremacy of tho Federal Government 
acknowledged ? 

(Juffition. To answer that would take me too much into detail. I would not like to 
consume the time of the connnitteo. 
Answer, Make your answer complete f 

Quet^tion. I believe, sir, thr.t if, at the end of the war, other measures had been taken, 
Southern States would have come back into tho l^nion with more — to use the torn 
so common at the North — with more of loyalty than has prevailed here for thirty 
years. I think they were very much touched at, what they thought then, the good 
terms and magnanimity displayed by General Grant, and that they laid down their 
arms in ii(*rfect good faith, thinking, at the same time, that it was a compact; that 
they had laid dov/n their arms for an eqnivalent which was expressed in our parols. 
And had these pnrols been carried out, and the acts of Congress under which the 
terms had been otiered to us, I do not think there would have been a corporal's guard 
that could have been raised in the South to oppose the General Government. 

Que^tiou. Is it not the fact that whatever disturbance or disorder may exist among 
the peojde, or a i)ortion of them, outside of those individual perpetrations of wrong 
which are incident to all civil society, is clearly attributable to the gross and admitted 
Tualadministration of the public atfairs of the State; the arming, by executive author- 
ity, of one party against the other; the wasteful extravao^anee and corrujit practices 
of the dominant ])arty; and the unfriendly and despotic legislation of Congress, 
which, in its eti'ects, if not its aim, holds the whole people of the South responsible for 
lesults which they condemn but cannot control? 

Anmcr, Yes, sir ; I believe that has been the case. That has brought about the fctd- 
ing of dissatisfaction and some of tho outrages which I havo no doubt have been com- 
mitted, which, In common with every good citizen, I havo deplored. 

Qwstion. What effect on the public sentiment and apprehensions had this arming of 
the militia by Governor Scott during last summer ? 

Ansicer. I was then here. It created a profound impression. I had an interview — 
two interviews — with Governor Scott at his own solicitation, and I told him that we 
were exceedingly anxious — we of the democratic party — to avoid any collision at all ; 
not that we apprehended what the result would be, but it would do infinite harm to 
our Sta#, and of course infinite harm to the colored people. The Avhite men of the 
State were entirely unarmed and unorganized and had not prepared at all. When the 
militia was armed I advised the white men to enroll themselves and go into the regi- 
ments that were formed. Acting upon that advice, many of them did so, and I believe 
Governor Scott refused to accept any but one or'two companies of white people in the 
State. lie did accept one here — and it was a long while before we could get any 
arms — and one otjier. I have forgotten now, but I think only two companies; cer- 
tainly very few. The negroes were armed, and I myself saw them at some of these meet- 
ings 'we had, coming there. Though I did not see any violence committed in unifonn, 
I did see them commit violence on otRer colored peojde who were disposed to vote the 
democratic ticket. The people were very much alarmed here, fearing there would be 
Kome collision and a conflict of races produced ; and though they had no doubt what 
would be the result of it, they knew it would be ultimate ruin to the State, or retard 
its reorganization for many years to come. 

Question. In regard to another branch of this general question, what has been the 
jiublic opinion and impression of the people in regard to tho wasteful extravagance 
and corrupt management of the money of tho State in the administration of tho State 
government? 

Aimcei', It has produced a feeling of intense disgust and indignation throughout 
the State amongst the white people. I submitted to yourself, sir, I thinlc, a paper that 
we sent to Congress in regard to tho taxes. I would be glad to lay that before tho 
committee as an evidence of the condition of things in this State, of tho taxes, and 
the, fact that we had not only taxation without representation, but representation 
without taxation. I am anxious to make this an exhibit, because it furnishes some 
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fitatistical information m regard to the complexion of the legislature, and the respon- 
sibility of those several legislatures, which I have not seen anywhere else. That was 
•collected from the tax-books. This pamphlet is entitled, " An appeal to the honorable 
the Senate of the United States, in behalf of the conservative people of South Carolina, 
against the adoption by Congress of the new constitution proposed for South Carolina." 
[Said document will be found attached to the testimony of this witness, marked Ap- 
pendix No. 1.] . 

Question. It is correct » 

Answer, These statements were correct, so far as we could make them so. This shows 
the complexion of the convention that adox)ted the constitution. The number of whites 
and blacks, and the number of tax-payers, and the taxes they paid. The same, also, 
in regard to the legislature, including the number of colored and white, and the num- 
ber of natives, in some instances, and their taxes. Then, of the governor and the 
various branches of the administration here. I think that some Very significant facts 
can be obtained from this, if the committee would compare the tax-returns of these 
officials made now with the tax-returns made at that time. Here is the State goveni- 
anent : 



Office. 




Governor 

Lieutenant governor 

Adjutant and inspector general 

Secretary of state 

Comptroller general 

Treasurer 

Attorney general 

Superiuleudent of education . . 



R. K.Scott 

Lemuel Boozer 

F. J. Moses, jr 

F. L. Cordoza..-.. 

J. L. Neagle 

N. J. Parker 

D. H. Chamberlain 
J. K. Jillson 



Amount of taxes. 



None. 
$15 91). 

No taxes. 
Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 
Do. 



By the Chairman : 

Question. I understand that that was an appeal against the adoption of the present 
constitution before the present State government was organized? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you reading what the taxes of Governor Scott and the present State 
officers are now ? 
Answer. No, sir; what they were at the time this was put in. 

Question. But I thought this appeal was made before the organization of the State 
government f 

Answer. No, sir. It was not before the State constitution was adopted. It was a 
j^rotest against the adoption of the constitution made by the convention which met 
at Charleston, January 14, 1868, and ended in March, 1868. This was the convention 
that framed the constitution which was afterwards submitted to the people f(^ ratiti- 
cation. * 

By Mr. Van Trump: 

Qimtion. Then it gives the status of the succeeding legislature under that consti- 
tution ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. "When was that presented to the Senajte ? 
A nsice7\ It does not state the date. 

By jSIr. Van Trump : 
Question. What does the imprint show ? 

Answer. 1868. It will be too long to go into details ; but it was prepared with some 
care, and shows some very curious facts. I think Governor Scott's tfixes in this town 
now are upwards of $500. 

Question. Just the city tax? 

Ansiver. I have been informed so. , 

Question. As I understand, your information is that, at the time of this report, the 
governor paid no taxes ? 
Answer. It is put down blank there. Many of them were not on the tax-books at all. 
Question. And now his city tax is $500 ? 
Answer. So I am informed. 

Quest ion. Do you know the tax of the secretary of state or the comptroller general? 
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Answtr, Xo, sir ; it w as a mere accidciifnl thing lliat I was informed of the tax of tlm 
fuY^'vuvv, })y soiuc one I was sliowinu^ this to. 

Quixtion. In connection with that t>tateiuent, I will ask, is it a fact that, iu South* 
Carolina, i);n])oitinnr to be in form a rcprcscutativo government under the Constitu- 
lion of thf^ Unitcil States, th<^ persoris who impose the taxes do not pay them, and 
I hat the giv at body of the citizens who are eonipelled to raise the public revenues of 
the State arc i)racticaliy denied any voice or direction iu their impofiitiou ? 

^Inxirn; Yes, sir; it is so. 

(^)lu.slhn. From all your reading, and your observation of the diliereut nationalities 
ot' men, do yon believe there is another people on the face of the earth, nationally so 
])rond and higli-sj)irited, who w ould have submitted to such a system or jiolicy more 
ipiietly and patieutly than have the Southern people to the conditions imposed upon 
tliem by the party in powder? 

^Insircr. I <'an hardly realize that any could do so. 

()He8tion. Take the conduct of the people of your own State capital here as an ex- 
amid{\ is it not a fact, for I have been struck w itb its most remarkable manifestation, 
that if a s^ystem of liberal and friendly legislation had been adopted by Congress 
tow^ards thc' Southern peo])le since the w ar, even the terrible sacking and burning of 
(.'oiumbia by Sherman w<ndd have been forgotten rather than remembered, in the 
renewed ndations of amity and mutual interest between the two sections? 

^intucer. Yes, sir ; J think so, excei)t w ith those memories that can never be suppressed ; 
of course the loss of friends and everything cannot be forgotten; but, as far as the 
feeling of enmity is concerned, it would have been forgotten. I think it would have 
been entirely so. 

Question. Has not the indignant feeling which would naturally spring up from a state 
of aiiairs like that been very much modified even under the relation Which the people 
hero bear now to the two governments. State and Federal? 

Aimccr. I don't think that auy of the manifestations of this spirit that prompts these 
outrages, o^* which I see accounts in the new^spapers, come at all from any personal or 
political animosity tow\ard the General Government. I think it is solely the spasmodic 
clfort of people to throw olf the incubus of this local government. They found they 
had no redmss in most cases. They are taxed, and their taxes are imposed by people 
who have no interest here at all, except to plunder. They came for that, many of them, 
and it has <-reated great indignation among many persons wdio could not control their 
l>assions. I think these outrages were merely the eilcct of local police regulations ; not 
of auy settled hostility to the General Government at all. 

(Juciition. General, it is claimed that the white people of South Carolina have felt 
w holl^^ indilicreiit, and have not manifested that disposition which good citizens ought 
to manifest to repress these wrongs and violences that have been committed in certain 
sections. State how that is as to the fact. Ijefore you answer that, let me bring to 
your attention an address j)ublished in the Daily Phoenix, i^riuted in this city, under 
date of October '2:^, 1S(>S, purporting to be addressed to th(? people of South Carolina, 
and of which meeting you appear to have bec^n chairmau. Look at that, and see if it- 
is an authentic document ? 

Ansmr, Y'es, sir; that is an ad^h'ess of the State central committee. 

(Jne.sUon. What names are signed to it ? 

Answer. I w^as chairman of that committee. Josei^h" Daniel Pope, a lawyer of some 
distinction here, J. P. Thomas, AV'illiam B. Stauley, V/illiam M. Shannon, William 
L). Porter, w ho was formc^rly president of the senate here, and Theodore G. Barker. 

Question. I do not ask as to yourself, but are all these other gentlemen prominent 
citizens of South Carolina, belonging to the democratic party ? 

Ansu-tT. They all are. Some of them are very quiet. Mr. Stanley, for instance, is a 
storekeeper here, but he distinguished himself in the Mexican war. He is now presi- 
<lent of the Palmetto Association, and takes little part in politics. All the others have 
1m en a goud deal identified iu the politics of the State. 

(Jiu'-ilion. TJiese gentlemen, with yourself, were the regularly organized democratic 
executive committee for this State '/ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnca'ifjn. And as president of that organization 5 ou made that address to the people 
ef South Carolina ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I wrote that niyself. [The above-mentioned address is attached to 
the testimony of this witness, marked, "Appendix No. 2."] 

Question. 1 find, general, in the same pai)er, under date of Sunday morning, October 
IHy another a»ldress, purporting to issue from the central democratic club to the 
democratic party of South Carolina, to which you sign your name as chairman of the 
executive coinniittee, J. D. Poi)e, J. P. Thomas, F. W. McMaster, W. JI, Shannon, S. 
McGowan, James Chesnut, and T. S. Farrow. Is that a genuine document? 

Answer. Y'es, sir. We were authorized by a democratic convention which met here. 
I was instructed to issue the address to the people of thie State — or the committee was 
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— and that was tlie address that Avas prepared. [The above-mentioiied address vi 
attached to the testimony of this witness, and marked, ^'Appendix No. 3."] 
Question, I ask yon to read one paragraph from this address. 

Answer. We need not nrge npon you the policy and the duty of treating with great 
kindness and forbearance the colored population of the State. This you have ever donr- 
and will continue to do as long as you are permitted. We have no doubt you will mako 
manifest the untruth of the malicious charge that hy force you have conipelkd their 
votes, or by intimidation kept them from the polls. Their minds arc rapidly opening 
to the truth that the vagrant white men from the North, as well as the renegade of thV 
South, who live by deceiving and plundering them, and who have been driving them 
to destruction, are not true friends, and arc imworthy of confidence and support. Witli 
a fair opportunity they will return to you, as their estrangement is owing entirely to 
the false teachings Jind malignant eftorts of the northern emissary. It cannot be for- 
gotten that the State, voluntarily, in 1865, invested the colored population with every 
civil right ; and that the democratic party, in convention in April last, recognized theiii 
imder the previous action of the State as an integral element in the body politic, and 
expressed its willingness, when in i^ower, to enfranchise them to the extent which the 
X)ublic weal and their own good might warrant. The positiou then taken by thv, 
convention, which was announced to the people of the State and the country, is now 
i^eaffirmed." 

Question. In the same newspaper, under date of Saturday, April 4, 1868, are the pro- 
ceedings of a democratic State convention, held on the 3d of April, 1868, to which are 
added several speeches. I will ask you to read one short resolution of that convention 
which I indicate to you. 

Answer, ^'Bcsolved, That, nnder the action of the State of South Carolina, heretofore 
taken, we recognize the colored population of the State as an integral element of th6 
body politic ; and, as such, in person and property entitled to a full and equal protection 
under the State constitution and laws ; and that, as citizens of South Carolina, we de- 
clare our willingness, where we have the power, to grant them, under proper qualitica- 
iion as to property and intelligence, the right of sunrage." That convention was held 
April 3, 1868. That was before the right of suffrage had been given to the negroes. 

Question. What was your position in regard to the right of the colored man to suffragv*. 
at that time ? 

Answer. That is the ground I have always taken. I spoke — I believe 1 was the first 
man in the South who ever spoke to the negroes after the war ended — I spoke to them 
The very summer after the war did end, and 1 have given them but one advice. I havo 
given to white men but one also ; and that was that I thought we both had to live here, 
and we ought to try to get along well together. I then addressed the negroes in Colum- 
bia here, on one occasion when they came and asked mo to speak to them. They had 
a meeting to celebrate the conferring of suffrage upon them. I told them, Avhen they 
applied to me, that I was opposed to universal suffrage, and thought they ought to have 
qualified suffrage. They expressed themselves as perfectly willing to hear such senti- 
ments, and urged me to go. I did so, and in that address I took the ground that they 
Avero free, and that I thought we ought to give them suffrage, and I was very willing 
to see suffrage l>ased upon property and qualification. I have never changed my views 
iT[)on that at all. 

Question. Is it your opinion then, general, or not, that negro suffrage unrestricted by 
f ducatiou, and general participation with the white race in State legislation, and tho 
holding of civil, State, and local offices, culminating in a hostile supremacy on the part 
of the inferior race, is a decided failure in South Carolina, as now exhibited ? 

Ansiocr. Yes, sir, I think it is. 

Question. In your intercourse with the people of South Carolina and the South gen- 
erally, have you observed any marked or systematic hostility among any considerable 
part of the white population against a fair and reasonable system, honestly adminis- 
tered, of education for and among the negroes as a separate class? 

Answer. No, sir; I think the people are very much impressed with the propriety of 
educating them, and would willingly give all the aid in their power to do so. I mean 
the white people generally, as a class. Of course, there are violent men in all parties. 

Question. Notwithstanding these sectional — and I mean by sectional, portions of the 
State — notwithstanding these sectional exhibitions of lawlessness, and the violations 
of law. have you ever known a single instance in South Carolina, since the war, of 
lesistance to the service of legal process? 

Answer. No, sir; it has never come under my observation at all. 

Question. Then, in your opinion, is tlie reason why these violences, connnitted by men 
in disguise, are unpunished, because the offenders "cannot be identified or discovered, 
or is it a laxity in the administration of law, or imperfection in the process of law, by 
which these men in disguise escape I 

Ansivcr. I really do not know as to that at all. I know nothing of these outrages 
except what I have se<'n in tlie ])apers. and how any one made his ei<cape l do not know 
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But I tbink it would l)o very difficult to identify any men who disguise themselves a3 
I ara told they have done iu more than one case. * 

Question. What is your opinion, as a citizen of South Carolina, and noticing these 
things as far as you can notice them, as to this organization called the Ku-Klux organ- 
ization ? 

Jiisivo'. As far as I know, I have never seen any man that was identified with that 
organizatiou, if one exists. I have never hecn approached upon the subject at all, and 
[ do not know that there is an organization of that kind at all. That outrages have 
been committed, I have no question, for that I have seen stated ; but wliether this is 
<lono by any organization extending through the State or merely from some local out- 
break, I do'not know ; but I am inclined to think it is the latter. 

Qucsiion. General, as these questions will bo better understood in the North by the 
views and opinions of intelligent men, to whatever party they belong, I will ask you 
if this is a copj' of the Daily Ivcpublican printed at Charleston j and if so, of what 
date If 

Answer, Yes, sir; May 8, 1871. 

Qnesiion. Is that paper a leading republican organ, siipporting the Federal as well aa 
the State Government in South Carolina ? 
Answrv. I understand that that is its position. 
Question. Who is D. II. Chamberlain ? 

Answer. 1 believe he is the so-called attorney general, or some officer hero of this 
^tate. 

Question. Is he a gentleman who emigrated here since the war from Massachusetts, 
as you understand f 
Answer. Yes, sir; I do not know him at all. 

Question. Does that paper apxiear to be an original communication from General 
Chamberlain ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it seems to be a letter from Attorney General Chamberlain to Col- 
onel W. L. Trenholm, Charleston, South Carolina, and is dated Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, May 5, 1871. 

By Mr. Van Trump. I will ask to have this letter of Attorney General Chamberlain 
Inserted. [The communication referred to, of Attorney General Chamberlain, will bo 
found attached to the testimony of this witness, marked, ^^Appendix No. 4."] 

Question. Unless you have something to say that you think, as «a citizen of South 
Carolina, y(m ought to state to the committee on the subject of this investigation, I 
am through with ray questions. 

Answei . 1 do not know that I can give any further information to the committee at 
all, I should be very glad to answer frankly any questions on any point upon which 
I have any information. 

Question, We have examined many other witnesses, and especially General Butler, 
to-tlay, so that I do not care to have testimony repeated. 

Answer. I have been absent from the State lor several months. 

liy the Chairman : 

Question. I labored under sonu' dilTiculty in catching the exact purport of your state- 
ments for the reason that they are compounded to some extent with both questious 
and answers, and I shall have to call uiuin my memory for the questions to some extent. 
The first thing which struck \m\ in the question Avas that the disposition of the people 
of South Carolina to acquiesce i)eaceably after the war depended upon submitting to 
what were the legitimate results of the war. I should be glad, in order that I may be 
able to understand your answer to tliat question, to know what you understand are 
the legitimate results of tlie war I 

Answer. In determining what wen^ the legitimate results of the war, we looked at 
the declaration of the United States Congrcvss, and the terms which were offered — 
that they were not lighting for conquest, but to maintain the dignity, equality, and 
rights of the State uniuipaircd, and ))ledging themselves that, whenever we laid down 
our arms, we might couie back in that way ; and the parols when the terms were 
olfered — I do not remember them exactly — but my recollection is that the terms of 
])arol were, that the Executive promised proteectiou to us so long as we observed the 
laws of the State wherein wo resided. Wo came back, but we found that we were 
constantly required to conform to new laws made by Congress, that our State govern- 
ments were not recognized, and that the reorganization of the States was broken up, 
and we were ]daeed under military rule. I supi>ose that every man recognized as 
among the legitimate results of the war, the natural results of the war, the abolition 
of slavery, the impossibility of i)eaceful Hccession, and the recognition of the supremacy 
of the United States Constitutiou — those were rj'garded certainly by me as the naturiil 
consequences of the war. 

Question. Did you consider the terms of the \n\vo\ as extending to anything elsa 
than protection against i)rosecution lor participation in the war ? 
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An8wci\ Yes, sir ; certainly. Tbey said they promised us protection as long as vca 
obeyed the laws of the States wherein we resided. 

Question. So that, according to your view, the State government of South Carolina, 
then in existence, was to continue, and the State was at onee to be admitted to rej)- 
resentation in Congress, without any further conditions imposed by the General Gov- 
ernment ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I supposed that conditions would be offered ; but if you will 
allow me a word on that point, I would bo very glad to exjiress niy opinion. It is 
this : that the great mistake which was made by Congress or by Mr. Johnson, was in 
not recognizing the State governments. Had he done that and said to them, " When- 
ever one of your governments, whenever your State authorities will express a desire 
to come back and acknowledge the supremacy of the Constitution, and accept such 
conditions as we offer, you will be recognized had he done that, I have no question 
in the world we would have gone on without this interregnum of disorder, where 
the military was placed above the civil rule. And it w^ould have been better, in my 
opinion, for all parties. It was in allusion to that, I said just now I believed that if 
that had been done the States would have fallen back quietly into their places, and 
there would not have been any direct antagonism between the sections which had 
been at arms. 

Question. Then did you consider the whole legislation and action of Congress from 
1865 to 1868, when the reconstructiou acts were imposed, as in violation of your parol 
and the rights you were entitled to have in your State governments ? 

Ansiver. I thought them in violation of the terras of the parol, inasmuch as they 
changed the laws of the State in which I resided. They changed the laws them- 
selves. 

Question. Then, coming down to 18G8, at which time your State was admitted to 
rci)re8entation in Congress under the reconstruction acts, were the x>eople of your 
State stilldisposed to acquiesce, in the manner indicated by the question of Judge Van 
Trump, in the reconstruction acts ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think they ever approved the reconstruction acts; but I 
should be very glad to show you, in that paper, an extract from Governor Orr's fare- 
well address to the people of South Carolina, when Governor Scott took his place, 
wherein he spoke of these acts as being unconstitutional, though he advised their 
acceptance. You use the word acquiesce, which I did not use. Of course they had to 
acquiesce to anything ; they acquiesce in any law, though it does not meet their 
ai)proval. 

Question. I ask whether the discontent of the people, growing out of their belief that 
that was an unwarranted imposition of terms upon them, has not had as much to do 
with the pretexts, at least, for these outrages, as your discontent with the State gov- 
ernments ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think not so much. It evidently is an eh'ment in it ; but not so • 
much, because the other would have followed fi*om the South's surrendering. What- 
ever we might have hoped, we knew we would have to accept such terms as were im- 
posed ; but the local government presses upon them in every point everywhere ; this 
is a daily and hourly annoyance, a grief and vexation to them. 

Question. You combine the feeling of vexation with the two governments, but give 
the preponderance to the local State government ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. I do not think that any dissatisfaction with the promises of the 
General Government would have produced any local outrages. I think they are case s 
irom local causes, and not from dissatisfaction with the General Government. 

Question. I put that question to you for the j-easou that, in questions to Avhich you 
have given a general answer, you will appear as assenting to the proposition that the 
acts of Congress were acts of despotism, in connection with the abuse of the State gov- 
ernments. My recollection is that the question combines the corruptions of the State 
government with the despotic acts of Congress. 

Answer. We regarded them so at the time. 

Question. I put the question to see whether you assent to its full terms ? 
^Answer. Yes, sir. 

* Question. In view of the exercise of the powers which Congress claimed the right to 
exercise, was there not a feeling of discontent that looked really to the overturning of 
those reconstruction acts in your State f 
AnsiPer. By the decision of the Supreme Court, and no other mode. 
Question. That was the view you entertained ? 

Amiver. Yes, sir ; and all entertained here, I believe. Wo believed the Sui)remo Court 
would pronounce those acts all unconstitutional. 

Question. That anticipates another question. What were the means by which, or the 
channels through which, that declaration of the democratic national platform of 1868, 
that the reconstruction acts were null and void, was to be made effectual ? 

Ansicei'. By the decision of the Supreme Court. Cases had been submitted to this 
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<^oiirt, aud, you wiW roiiu'iiibcr, one was pcndiiifr when Congress took iiwixy from them 
tlie right to ])r()UOuneo the decision. 

(Jueatiou. Was that yonr own view ? 

Answer. That was my own view. 

(Jucstio)U And it* the election of 18(i8 had residted dillerently — if the democratic 
ticket hadheen ekcted — was it your view that, in that case, the validity of the recou- 
strnctiou acts was to be contested through the judicial tribunals, or that the State gov- 
crniuents existing under tliem were to be subverted ? 

Ansircr. iSo, sir. My idea was that this question w^onld be determined by the Supreme 
(V)urt. I had — I do not know with Avhat justice — entire confidence that the Su^jreme 
Court would decide them unconstitutional. 

Qucsiio)}. You did not contemi>late subverting the State government at all, after the 
Tjucstion had been judicially determined in the Sux^reme Court ? 

A)um'cr, That was my uu(lcrstanding. 

(Juesiion. Your testimony has relerence princii)ally to 1SC8? 
^Inswer. Yes, sir. 

(Jitcblion, Was it with reference to that year that you recommended to the white men 
to arm and organize ? 

Answer. It was in going into the militia, when the militia was called out here, form- 
ing volunteer companies. 

Question. In 1868 ? 

Aiisicer. Xo, sir ; I tjiink it was subsequent to that; I think it was in 18G9. It was 
when Sc.ott armed the militia. Then I advised the white men to go into these militia 
companies, even if they were composed of negroes. 

OnesUon. Was that in 18139 or 1870 ? 

Answer, That was last summer, 1870, when the arms were issued. 

Question. Had there not, previous to that, been a X)retty general arming on private 
account of the white population? 

Answer. Not general, bv any means. Some parties bad got arms, but no organization 
at all. 

(Jueeiion. How was it in 18G8, was there not a general arming ? 
Ansiver. No, sir; the people are not generally armed now. 

Question. As to the population of the State at that time, were not the w^hites armed 
to a much larger extent than the colored pox)ulation ? 

Ansxcer, Ko, sir. It was then soon after emancipation, and the height of tlie negro's 
ambition seemed to be to have a gun. You never saw one of them without a gun or 
]>istol — your army gun or a double-barreled gun. That I noticed here and in Missis- 
si])])i, on plantations. 

Question. Had that got to be the case l)efore the arming of the State militia? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They invested almost their first earnings in buying guns. 
. fjuestion. 'Then really they were armed so far as to be ofi'ensive in operations before 
the State militia t 

Answer. Ye^. sir; they had many arms ; but they wxre not armed with Winchester 
ritles, nor with bail-cartridges. 

Question. Their weajions were not so eftective, but they had arms ? 

Answer. Yt s, sir, the}" had arms. They had more guns than the whites had. 

Question. Coming down to the point of taxation, which you say is embodied in this 
]>amidilet, (and which I have not had time to look through; it was presented, I pre- 
sume, before I came into the Senate,) I will ask a question : Governor Scott has been 
noticed, I suppose, as an illustration of the difi'erence of taxes at one time and another? 

Answer. I presented it to show the taxable property of the representatives who tax 
South Carolina. You will find the name of every member of the legislature and con- 
vention is given in that i)ami)hlet. 

Question. That was the original imrpose ; and, in proceeding, the statement was made 
that, while Governor Scott was taxed a certain amoui^t at that time, his municipal tax 
alone, last year, was $500 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I mentioned that I heard that that was his tax, to sliow that I 
tliought his salary had enabled him to accumulate property very rapidl5^ 

Question. At the time this table was made out, was he a citizen of Columbia? 

Answer. He was a citizen of the State, and he paid no taxes to the State at all, and 
3s(nv he pays, in this town alone, $500, and owns property everywhere. 

Question. What is the j^ear for which he paid $15 99 ? 

Answer. He did not pay a dollar of tax. The lieutenant governor paid that. 
(Question. What year is that ? 

Answer. For 18G8, 1 suppose. That convention met in 1868, and that was the legisla- 
ture of 1868, 1 take it. 

Question. Had there been at that time a regular assessment, in jmrsuance of law, of 
the t.axable property of the State? 

Ans^wer. I suppose so, because they give the taxes there of all the members who do 
jtay taxes. 
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Question. This statement, then, is made to show the amount of taxes paid by the per- 
sons controlling the State government of South Carolina? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and not only tLat, hut to show what the State used to pay, and 
what it is callecl upon to pay now. 

Question. And a complaint hased upon that is, that you have taxation without repre- 
sentation, and representation without taxation ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Now, the representation without taxation results from the fact that, of the 
dominant party, the large majority are not property- holders ? 
Answer. Certainly. 

Question, Is it, then, proper to say that South Carolina has representation without 
taxation in any greater degree than it would be in any other State where it so happens 
That the majority of the members of the legislature were poor ? 

Ansiver. It would bo a parallel case if all the persons who had property were disfrau 
chised, as they were in this State. 

Question. Are they ? 

Answer. They were ; a very large number were disfranchised, and eonld not holtl 
office, and are yet. 

Question. You use the word disfranchise in the sense of disqualified from holdirn; 
office ? 

An8wei\ Yes, sir ; and not voting. 

Question. So far as voting isconcerncd, there is no disfranchisement. 
Answer. No, sir, none at all. 

Question. The result is that the property owners are outvoted by those who owa 
little or none ? 

Answer. By those who do not pay any taxes. 

Question. Then, as to taxation without representation, you mean by that that yon ar« 
misrepresented ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we think so. We think we are misrepresented in not having our 
l^roperty, the property of the State, represented there or anywhere. 

Question. In making up these exhibits, are there not included — I have only had time 
to look at one or two of these figures — a large number of items of indebtedness of the 
State that accrued during the war, and that were not paid; making an accumulation 
of indebted uess that had to be met by the incoming administration of the State? 

Ansiver. I do not think so, sir. I do not know that anything of that sort is stated 
there. 

Question. This pamphlet speaks of the amount they had the right, under the new 
constitution, to impose on the State. "xVl though South Carolina is struggling for bread, 
yet observe Iiow, under the new constitution, the burdens of taxation have been 
increased ; proposed now to be raised, $2,23^),950 ; before the war, amount about 
}p3o0,000 V 

Answer. Yes, sir. That is intended to contrast the jiroposed expenditures of one 
year now and one year before the war. * 

Question. In that t^vo millions was there not an accumulation of unpaid interest ou 
the debt of the State, amounting to over a million of dollars ? 

Answer. That I can't answer without looking back. I do not remember about that 
at all, how that amount was got up. 

Question. You do not know the details which enter into your aggregate of $2,230,950 ? 

Ansiver. No, sir. I think it is stated in that pamphlet, in another place, how that 
figure was made ^ip. It was a mere accident that I saw that, and it has been nearly 
three years since it was prepared, and I merely had time to glance at it as I came in. 

Question. You did not prepare this yourself ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; but it was three years ago. 

Question. It is the result of j^our own examination ? 

Ansiver. It was prepared by our committee. , 

Question. You verified it so as to satisfy yourself of its correctness f 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Van TnuMr : 

Question. In connection witli that statement, and by way of illustrating its approxi- 
mate correctness, I will ask if here is not a statement of the aggregate expenditures 
for the fiscal year ending October 31, 1870, given on page 67 of the goveruor^s me^sag*^ 
and accompanying documents for 1870, amounting to $1,830,840 82, from which is t > 
bo deducted the general interest account of the public debt, $190,878 44 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; but that is 1870. 

By the CnAiiiM.VN : 

Question. The pamphlet evidently contemplates the year ending 1869. Have you 
heard any instance of any one who has had any connection with these alleged out- 
rages which exist, say that they are caused by the maladministration of the State gov- 
ernment ? 
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An.-;nri\ I hiivo. never lienrd any oue> wlio ackiiowledpjed at all iliat he ha^l any con- 
nect ion Avitli any of these ontrai^es. I have always expressed my opinion very decidedly 
ai;ainst tlieni, and I have iK^ver known directly or indirectly any participaats in any 
oi them at all. 

(jHvsdnn. So many *ieiitlenien have «;iven ns, as the reason for these ontraj;-es, the mal- 
administration of the State <]jovernment, that 1 have been anxioufi to trace the connec- 
tion hct ween the two, if we conld tind reasonable ground for tracing it. The allegation 
of a great many gentlemen is that these outrages are committed, certainly, by lawless 
men, by men of very litlh- character ; that they are not conntenanced by aud certainly 
not committed by men of respectability and standing in society. If that theory bo 
trne, is it at all probable that the lawless men wonld uudertako to correct the errors of 
the State government themselves ? Would they not rather sympathize with extortion 
aud lawlessness f 

Anftirer. Ko, sir; I tliink that the solution would be very easy; in one case, a man 
who can appreciate all this ill-conduct and maladministration of the State government, 
aud may see the evil of what would tlow from any violence, may denounce these things 
very much, and his denunciation of them may lead a man with less discretion and 
foresight to resort to violent means in order to remedy them. I think that is the solu- 
tion of it. 

Quest 10)1. Ifi it your solution, then, that the denunciations by the better-informed and 
leading men of this party in opposition to the State government, of those in charge of 
the administration, have, without intending it, incited the lower order of people to 
these acts of violence ? 

Ansivcr. No, sir; I do not think tliat is the incitement; but that, among other 
reasons, is one that may call their attention to these things. I have no question but 
that is the case. 

Qupsiion, Have you known of any such exertions made, since these outrages that ar« 
popuhirly called Ku-Klux outrages have occurred, to suppress them, corresponding with 
this address of yourself in October, 1868 ? 

AnsH'cr. Xot except that that met with a very cordial and universal response from 
our ))eople. 

Qu(Htion. Vv^as it etfective? 

Ahsin r. Yes. sir. So etYective tliat the republican committee in this State came ont 
with an address acknowledging how much good it had done, and Governor Scott not 
only ])ul)lished a proclamation, but he said we might write the proclamation for him 
and he would sign it, w liich he did. [See Appendix No. 9.] 

Qi'.f'ifion. The point is — that movement of yourself having been ctfective in 1868 — 
has there been any further et}\)rt, corresponding to that in its general character, in- 
tended to suppress tliese Ku-Klux outrages? 

AuKivrr. Yes, sir; I take it that every organized body in this State that has given 
an3^ expression of oi)inion on the subject, has taken that same ground. I call yonr 
attention to the fact that at the last conventitm which met lu're — the tax-payers' 
convention — we had something of the sort. 

Oufstiou. They j)a.ssed a resolutioi! ? 

Atif<ircv. Yes, sir. 

Qucsiio)}, Have there been any active measuuvs taken in the counties Avheie tliefio 
outrages prevail f 

Answer. I do not know. I have been out of the State for several months, and what 
active measures have been taken 1 do not know. The only way to reach parties of 
that sort would ))e by appealing to them to discontinue them; for if unknown, tliey 
could not be reached.*^ 

Qnesiion. Except by a degree of vigilance about equal to their own f 

Answer. That it becomes the General Government, if it is good for anything, to do 
itself, without asking it of parties whom it will not consult. 

QnefiHov. We are asking what the (Jeneral Government should do? 

Answev. My own opinion is that the punishment often falls upon the poor delude<l 
negro, aud not upon the instigator. 

(Juestion. I now call your attention to that part of the pamphlet entitled Exhibit A, 
which shows an estimate of the taxes of tlie State of South Candina under the pro- 
visions of the constitution — that is, those authorized to be imposed by legislation in 
pursuance of that constitution. The whole of these taxes w^cre not really imposed? 

Anbwvr. No, sir ; it seems that the expenses of 1870 were $)1,8!]0,840 8:2, in fact. 

Questiou. In this is there not included interest on six millions of the State debt from 
July, 1800, to July, 1808 f 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. You will find that is the last item— $720,000 ? 

Answer. [Examhiing.] Yes, sir; it is so. The estimate is put down at ^1.510,950, 
exclusive of the interest on the State debt. This was only meant to show what might 
be the taxes on the ])eople that could bo imposed by this legislature. 

Question. Not the taxes actually injposed 1 
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Jnsiccr. No, sir. 

Question, In the counties where lliese outrages exist, if they go to the extent of 
taking negroes out of their heds and Avhipping them to the number of one hundred 
and fifty or two hundred persons in a county, within iive or six months, is it your idea 
that*8uch a state of things could grow into toh^ration if tlie i>ul)lic sentiment of the 
leading men condemned it, and was actively at work to repress it ? 

Answer, I do not know. In the first place, while I liave never henrd of outrages 
committed to anything like that extent in anj^ conuty, I shimld not think tliat pun- 
ishment to as great an extent as that could be administered without a large number of 
persons being engaged in it, certainly. 

Question. Have you any idea that any portion of th(t democratic organization in this 
State is silently acquiescing in such a state of tilings, with the idea that it will ulti- 
mately, by the terror produced upon the colored i)eople, i)revent them from exercising 
the elective franchise t 

A7iswe7'. No, sir. I do not believe that it was intended, or has ever been tried as a 
system extensively, to intimidate the colored vote. That is my honest conviction ; 1 
have never seen it, and I know I have heard always in this committee that we should 
never resort to anything of the sort, but try, on the contrary, to enlighten them. The 
only instances of intimidation — at least, 1 have no doubt the great majority of in- 
stances of intimidation in this State, as i^ar as the colored pojiulation are concerned, 
have come from men of their own race, acting against those who voted, or wanted to 
vote, against the radical ticket. I have seen that myself. I saw two instances in 
which a deliberate attempt was made to murder colored people for no other reason 
in the world than because they expressed a desire of going witii the democratic party. 

Question. Was that openly inade ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; openly. One was over at Aiken, where there was a meeting during 
the presidential contest, and an old man — a very excellent man — a colored man, 
who had always borne a good character, was president of a democratic club — a ne- 
gro club. He went over there and made a speech. 1 was sitting in the hotel when 
the meeting was over, and he was walking back, witb two others, to get on a train ; 
a large crowd followed him ; we did not apprehend anything serious, but when they^ 
approached him, one man stepped out of the crowd and stfuck him with a large stick, 
knocking him down. General Butler was present, and it was with great difficulty that 
wo prevented a fight on the spot. A great many men were there, highly excited, and 
they procured arms, and for a few moments it was imminent that there would be a 
light between the whites and the blacks. 

Question. Were there no arrests made after that occurrence ? 

Answer. No, sir. The other occasion was in the fall, at Charleston. General Butler 
was candidate for lieutenant governor. He asked me to speak, and I said a few 
words. They called on a colored man to s])eak. He got up on the stain I, wlien some one 
m the crowd threw a large rock at him on the stand. It was thrown from the negroes, 
and there again we came very near having another collision. 

Question. Were these all occurrences that took jdace openly ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(^estion. Is there any organization among the negroes to prevent men of tln ir own 
race from voting, by intimidation or violence, that you know (»f ? 
Answer. None, except the League. 
Question. Does that coiuitenanco violence ? 

Ansxcer. I do not know; that certainly has been the effect of it. I do not know 
about the details of it. I know the fact that it has exercised a tremendous inliucLce 
upon the negroes, and they think they cannot vote against any one who is nominated 
or sustained by the League. I have talked very freely with them ; my (»ld slaves, a 
great many of them, came to me and told mo that they could not vote becaus<^ their 
people would not like it if they voted against them. 

Question. There is no doubt about the large majority of the negroes being in the 
League. So far as its operations are made public we have already, in our proceedings, 
the constitution of the organization. 

Ansxcer. I think the Leagne has done as much for the Kn-Klux organization as the 
organization itself. 

Question, Is it your idea that the Ku-Klnx was organized in opposition to the 
League ? 

Answer. As I told you, I do not know that there is a Ku-Klux organization except 
from hearsay; and whether it is a general organization, ()r mere spasmodic <:nitbreak, 
I do not know. 

Question. Has there been^any .organizati(m in the State intended to operate by vio- 
lence against the negroes or any other portion of the republican party ? 

Answer. 1 do not know of any secret organization having been formed in th.is State. 
I do not know of any other sort until since the war. I have seen, in the last few days,, 
and for the first time, a little pamphlet which puri^orts to be the proposed organization 
of a Council of Safety. 1 never saw that until' the other day. 



SOUTH CAROLINA — SUli-COMMITTEE. 



1229 



Qucslioit. Von say you liiivc been out of ihe State for sevpral months? 
Anatcer. Yes, sir. 

l]y Mr. VAX Thump : 

Quifftion. In this paiJii)hk t, eiititlttl, ^'Aii appeal to the lionorable the Senate of the 
rnite<l b^tates/' I r.nderstand that is a mere estimate of taxes that might be levied 
under the constitution ? 

Jiti^ivcr. Yes, sir. 

Qiuiirion. You set out here, because the constitutiou provides for this expenditure and 
eonfers the power u])on the le«;islature, 1,800 school-houses at $200 each, $360,000, and 
1,800 teaclicrs at $300 per annum, §540,000, making $900,000 for education. Then you 
< stininte the current expenses of the State^ according to General Canby's tax-bills, 
$470,000 ; and then you add $720,000 for the payment of the interest on the State debt, 
Avhieh, with a few other minor items, make a total of §2,230,950. To show the actual 
expens<'s, the amount of the inter^^st on the i)ublic debt, §720,000, being deducted, 
leaves 1,5 10,950. Now, to show th<> actual expenses for the very next year, look at the 
recapitulation on page ()7, governor's message and documents for 1870, where it appears 
that the amount ]>aid for interest on the public debt was $190,879 44, and the gross 
amount of the expenditures of the State, $1,830,840 82. Take from that total of 
exi)enditnres in the recapitulation the amount paid for interest on the i)ublic debt, 
and it will leave, as the actual expenses of the government for the very next year after 
that estinjate given in your pamphlet, the sum of §1,(>39,9GI 38. 

AiiiiU'er. Yes, sir, that is coireet. 

By ;Mr. Stevexson : 

QuiHilon. This pamphlet, entitled, ''An appeal to the Senate of the T'nited States," 
as I understand you, vras gotten up in ISGS, after the State convention ? 
Aiifsicir. After the State convention. 

Qiio'iiion. And after the election in which the people voted on the constitutiou sub- 
mitted to tliem and for officers to organize under it 't 

Answer. I supx»ose it must have been after that, because Governor Scott is put there 
as governor, though I do not remember the date of the election. The legislature and 
governor are there given. 

Qui fiiioyi. I see here it states that the House of Eepresentatives had already approved 
the constitution, by which, I suppose, you mean that the House of Kepresentatives had 
voted to admit the State under it; but the question was pending before the Senate. 
You also speak of a document submitted to the House ? 

AiLsutr. Yes, sir; we sent a remonstrance before the House of Representatives acted, 
and S(»nt on a committee, which appeared before the Reconstruction Committee, and 
was examined in AYashington. 

Mr. Stevkxs< )x\ I suppose when that document is found, if any member wishes to 
liave it inserted, it can be a])pended? 

The Chairman. There is no objection. 

By Mr. Stevkx-son : 

Question. Are you sufficiently familiar with the way in which the accounts of the 
State are kept to state from Avhr.t books these statements of the taxes of persons were 
taken ? 

An.sHcr. No, sir; excejit that they must have been taken from the books just pre- 
ceding that uu^eting of the h^gislature. The taxes were assessed just at that time, and 
all had to pay taxes. 

Question. The legislature had not yet met, as I understand it ? ♦ 

Answer. No, sir; but the assessment had been made, and that information yvas 
obtained from the tax-books in the different counties. 

Question. Here is the assessment made in one year for the taxes of the next ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. 1'hen this was from the assessment of 1807? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose so ; or the one of 1863 for 1809. 

Question. If it had been made for 1868; but do you know Avhether it had then been 
made ? 

Anstrcr. I suppose it had, because the assessment is now finished for the ensuing year. 
Question. Is not that under a new Jaw ? 

Answer. Ko, sir; the same law. The first legislature met in July, you will remem- 
ber ; ])ut I do not know, however, as I told you ; all the facts were familiar at the time 
that was made out, but it has passed out of my mind, amongst other things. 

Question. It may be that these statements were taken liom the books of 1867, for 
aught you know ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it may be, for aught I know ; but that information can be easily 
got if you give a little time. 

QwsUon. In justice to these gentlemen, I wish to inquire whether it may not be 
that they have luought property to the State since these taxe« were laid 1 
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Ansipcr. I tbink not. I think they have taken away. 

Question, Do yoii know anything to the contrary ? Do yoTi know that they have not 
bronght property hero. 

Answer. No, sir; but I have never hail, reason to think so. 1 do not know whether 
they have brought any property here. 

Qimtion. Was it not to l)e expected that a party composed ahnost entirely of per- 
sons who had lately been manumitted from slavery should be without property V 

Answer. Certainly. 

Question. The body of the r^ipublican party at that time, nnder whose auspice.s the 
constitution had been formed ami that legislature elected, was composed of manumitted 
slaves, was it not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I did not make the objection to that condition of things at all, 
and I do not think the objection, generally, was made except inasmuch as that we 
thought that voting should be qualified, to some extent, by property. 

Question. It was rather an illustration of your views than an objection? 

AnsiocT. 1 would like, iu reference to that, to suggest one other thing. It is very per- 
tinent to a question Senator Scott asked me with reference to our views on the consti- 
tutionality of these reconstruction acts. Now, one point we made w^as that we did 
not regard the negroes as citizens ; that they had been pronounced not citizens by the 
Supreme Court, and, therefore, their voting and establishing this constitution before 
they were made citizens was unconstitutional. And, iu connection with that, I would 
like to refer to the message of President Grant sent to the Senate, congratulating the 
Senate upon the adoption of the last amendment, whereby, he said, four millions of 
people who had been pronounced by the highest judicial authority of the land as not 
citizens had that right conferred upon them. Now, if they only had the right con- 
ferred upon them by that subsequent legislation, we w^ere certainly right iu saying that 
they had not the right in the first case. 

Question. You thought the constitution was not binding upon you because these per- 
sons who were not voters bad established it by their votes ? 

Answer. In that democratic convention here we took that ground. 

Question. Is it not true that, at the time this appeal was made to the Senate of the United 
States, the bulk of the property — almost the entire property of the State — was in the 
hands of the old white citizens of the State, who %yere then democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, altogether, with the exception of a few free ])ersons of color who had 
a good deal of property. You are aware that a large number of thera were large prop- 
erty owners ? 

Question. In Charleston ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and all over the State. Some were very large owners of slaves. 

Question. Then the inconvenience of which you were complaining was that there 
was a class of people — fieedmen — without property who were iu the majority iu the 
State, and were ruling over you I 

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; and, as one of those addresses makes it, not only freedmen without 
property, but vagrant whites without character, who came and took possession of the 
government. Almost all the influential men — indeed, the class that represented cer- 
tainly all the intelligence and all the capital of the State — was virtually excluded. 

Question. The majority without property were ruling the minority who had nearly all 
the property ? 

Ansiver. That was the state of things. 

Question. Did it never occur to yourself, and to gentlemen of your class in this State, 
that the fact that they held all the property in the State at that time was due to the 
generosity and indulgence of the Government ? 

Answer. Not at all. It never struck us in that way in the slightest degree, because 
the Government had nofc decided that we were tit subjects for i)uuishment. We never 
dreaded any investigation ; on the contrary, we were extremely solicitous that the 
Government should press the issue ; press the trial of Mr. Davis, and determine whether 
we were traitors or not. 

Question. Whether the rebellion involved treason ? 

Ansicer. Yes, sir; we thought we had been the subjects of the most tremendous con- 
fiscation tha*^^ bad ever taken place in the world. 
Question. That is in the value of slave property ? 
Answer. Not only that, but all property. 
Question. W^as there any other property confiscated ? 

Anstver. General Sherman carried aw.ay iu silver enough to have paid the debt of 
South Carolina, or in horses, or any other article you choose to name. 
Question. What was the debt of South Carolina ? 

Ansiver. In the neighborhood of between three and four millions of dollars. 
Question. Do you tbink that much plate was carried out of the State? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. How wide a belt did Sherman traverse ? 

Ansicer. All the way from Savannah River diagonally to the upper portion of the 
State. 
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Question. Where did ho strike the State ? 

Amwer. Opposite Savannah. 

Qxiestion, Where did ho leave it ? 

Answer. I think in Lancaster district. 

Question. How wide a region did his army cover ? 

Ansivcr. It (Covered a space, I should say at a guess — from here to Savannah I should 
suppose was one hundred and twenty to one hundred and iifty miles 

Question. I do not ask for the len<;th hut the width of that region ? 

Answer. Fifty or sixty miles, I suppose — that is, in some places. Of CQurse at times 
flie columns would move in separate columns, and at other times were concentrated; 
hut the utmost space and width was in the neighhorhood of fifty miles. Take this very 
point ; they destroyed the railroad thirty miles below hero and went in the neighbor- 
hood of Xewbury, which was forty-five miles above. 

Question. Your information is that the United States Armv extended more than fifty 
miles? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. You think that in that territory was found and carried away silver plate 
tnough to pay two millions ? 

A)iswer. I do not know. They took all they could lay their hands on. 

Question. Judge Van Trump asked you whether you had ever known, in your reading 
in history, that there was any people more proud and high-toned, or high-sx^irited than 
the people of South Carolina / 

Answer. No, sir ; he asked me whether I had ever known a people as proud and high- 
toned who had submitted as quietly, tfcc. 

Question. 1 mean then to ask the question in another form — whether you have known 
a people as proud and high-toned as the white people of South Carolina ? 

xinswer. I do not know. I think they have great pride of country and race, and verj' 
justly so. I think they have given to the Union as many men that the country might 
uo proud of as any other State has ever done. 

Question. I only judge by the immense amount of silver. 

Answer. I do not know as to the silver, I coul<l not judge of it in that way now, for 
all that was here is gone. 

Question. To come back to ray question ; it never occurred to your mind that in leav- 
ing the white people, or the rebel element, as we call them, in possession of the lands 
and property, the Government was indulgent aild kind ? 

Answer. Did it leave us in possession of lands and property? Was not that order of 
{Jeueral Sherman's enforced by which all that country down there was given to the 
negroes ? 

Question. Some of the islands off the coast ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, and laud some distance n\} from the coast — the very finest portions 
of South Carolina. 

Question. How many acres did they cover ? 

Answer. I do not know ; but it was the richest and most productive part of the State. 
Question. Do you know how many white i^eople lived there ? 
Ansicer. I have not the slightest idea. 

By Mr. y.vN Trump : 
Question. White people owned it ? 
Answer, Yes, sir ; every bit of it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 
Question. You have no idea how much territory it covered ? 

Answer. No, sir; except that my recollection is that the order gave fifty or sixty 
miles from the coast. 
Question. It permitted it to come in that far ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. W^ere not all those lands abandoned property during the occupancy ? 
Answer. No, sir ; the title was not abandoned. The people went away during the 
war. 

Question. They were abandoned by the planters and occupied by the negroes during 
the war — the lands to which Sherman's order applied ? 

Answer. I do not know. I know many persons came away that were obliged to do 
BO. They were under the fire of the fleet, and, of course, had to leave ; but there is a 
very grave mistake that you gentlemen in the North make in taking it for granted 
that every white man in the South was a rebel and every negro loyal. I only want to 
state one little instance in my own knowledge. After General Sherman passed through 
here, when the negroes were practically free, General Hagood, who lives in Barnwell, 
and was then serving with thearmy in Virginia, came to one of his plantations through 
which General Sherman's troops had passed. The confederate government had thou 



1232 CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE SOUTHEKN STATES. 



authorized the enlistment of nesjro troops, and General llogood called for enlistments 
on his i^lantation, and, every man who was capable of bearing arms, on that plantation, 
enlisted to go and serve in tlie confederate array. They wanted to make the condition 
that they should serve under him. He said» I cannot make that condition because I 
am not authorized to do so ; but I will try to secure it." Yet every one of them, now, 
I will venture to say, are members of the Loyal Leagiie, and regardod ^as the most 
loyal citizens of the South. 

By Mr. Van Truimp : 

Question, If, of the negroes in the South, only those who fought as h>yal persons in 
the Federal Army^vere enfranchised, there would not bemanj^ thousand votes in South 
Carolina? 

Aimcer, No, sir ; I think very few went from this State ; very few black troops : 
jsome may have gone from the coast, but they went chielly from Mississippi. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. In regard to this convention of April, ISGH, of which you have read one 
resolution f 

Ansiver, I read the resolution the judge marked. 

Questlov. Here is also one immediately preceding that whicli you read at tlie request 
of Judge Van Trnmp, which I will request you to read. 

Answefi'. " Bcsolccd, That the people of this State be urgently recommended to go to 
the polls and vote against the constitution of the radical faction, lately prcunulgated 
in Charleston, and to vote for good and true men for all offices within their gift ; at the 
v^ame time, in voting for officers under this constitution, we would put on record our 
protest against its validity." 

Question. You did then, m that convention, formally deny Us validity ? 

Ansftcer, The convention did. I was not in that convention. I stated just now the 
view we took as to the negroes not voting. 

By Mr. Van Troip : 
Question. That is voting themselves the right to vote * 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. I see in the proceedings of that convention the following ; Colonel Thomas? 
stated that, as it has been asserted by. eminent legal gentlemen that many portions of 
the Charleston constitution were illegal, he moved that the Hon. A. Burt, chairman of 
this convention, be requested to give his legal opinion on this subject, which was 
unanimously agreed to, and the Hon. James Chesnut was requested to take the chair;" 
.-ifter which Mr. Burt proceeded to give his opinion against the validity of the consti- 
tution. Further on appears the following : On the conclusion of this address, a reso- 
lution was adopted, that the thanks of this convention be tendered, to. the Hon. A. 
Burt for the able, lucid, and searching analysis of that instrument promulgated by the 
« onventiou in Charleston, and that he be requested to furnish a copy to the executive 
committee for publication." And in the proceedings I find also an address (see Appen- 
dix No. 5) to the colored people of South Carolina, authorized by the convention, in 
which it is said to the colored iieople of Soutli Carolina, You have been suddenly put 
iu position to exercise certain powers, the abuse of which may result disastrously to 
you and to us. It is impossible that your ])rcsent power can endure, ichetha* you use it for 
qood or ill." I find further on in the same address the following passage : We are not 
in any condition to make you any i^romises or to propose to you any compromises. We 
can do nothing but await the course/)f events ; but this we do witbout the slightest 
misgiving or apprehension for ourselves. We shall not give up our country, and time 
will soon restore our control of it. But we earnestly caution you, and beg yon, in the 
meanwhile, to beware of the use you make of that temporary power. Remember that 
your race has nothing to gain and everything to lose, if you invoke that prejudice of 
race .which, since the world was made, has ever driven the weaker tribe to the w^all." 
Do you think these passages represented the real sentiments of the Democratic party 
of South Carolina at that time ? 

Answer, That seemed to have been the sentiments of that convention. I was not 
present. If you will notice the date of the convention. I was made chairman of the 
♦executive committee — I was absent at the time. That address was not adopted by 
the convention ; it was only sent there ; and my recollection is that it was not adopted 
by the convention, but only published. It was presented to the convention and then 
published. 

Question. The newspaper account saj^s : " The committee has kiudly furnished us 
with a copy." 

Answer. Yes, sir; the committee but not the convention acted upon it. 
Question. Did it express the prevalent opinion of the democratic party ? 
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Answer. I should suppose it did not represent the opinions of the democratic party 
from the i^act that it was not incorporated in the action of their convention. 
Que.stion. For that reason you suppose so ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I was not present. I do not know what influenced them. 

Question, In tho address issued on the 18th of Octoher, 1H68, (see Appendix No. 3,) 
from which a passage has heen read, and which is sif^ned by yourself as chairman of 
tho executive committee, and by other members of the committee, I liud this passage^ 
which I will ask you to read : 

Answer. ''The tendency and purpose of the radical party, as manifested in words 
and acts, are tho absorption of the liberty of the individual ; the destruction of the States ; 
the subversion of the Constitution, and thcerection upon the ruins of individual liberty a 
grand, grinding, consolidated despotism. Already it has made rapid strides in that 
direction. Little, now, is left for it to do but to fuse into one mass, and then crystallize 
into penhaneut form, its various acquisitions of usurped power. Its capricious acts, 
its wanton cruelties, its corrupt practices, its enormous burden, you have felt and do 
know. Against these, and more than these, you are now called upon to continue a 
resolute fight with the peaceful though potent weapon of the ballot." 

Qucaiion. Do you think that the. language used was calculated to allay excitement 
and prevent trouble f • 

* Answer. We thought it was. It would tend to promote the success of the democratic 
power, upon which all our hopes rested. 

By Mr. Van Tkump : 

Question. Do you not think that line of expression is within the purview of freedoni 
of speech in this country ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; we thought so. 

By ISIr. Stevexsox : ^ 
Question. On the 2:3d of October, five days afterward, I find you issue, as chairman 

of their joint committee, another proclamation, which has been referred to already, 

(see Appendix No. 2.) 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. State now, if you please, wl^at was the occasion of the issuing of that docu- 
ment. 

Answer. AVe had heard that a man named Randolph had been killed recently in New- 
bury, I think, or Cokesbury, and that there had been two other murders, perhaps in 
the same district, and, with a view of expressing our disapprobation and to endeavor 
to prevent anything like actions of that sort, we issued that address. 

Question. You say that the governor was pleased with this addi'ess, or was it the 
first address ? 

Answer. No, sir. The republican committee issued an address (see Appendix No. 10) 
some time afterward, expressing their approval of this address, and so did Governor 
Scott too, by the by, (see Ai^pendix No. 9.) Both are 'in that paper. 

Question. The governor was so well pleased with this that he said he would be wil- 
ling for you to write his proclamation, you said f 

Ansicer. Yes, sir. 

Question. The governor did issue a proclamation on this subject? 
Answer. Yes, sir. He issued it ; we wToto it. 
Question. Did you write it ? 

Answe>: I did not write it myself, but it was written. 

Question, Is that it? [Handing the witness Mis. Doc. No. 18,11. R., 41st Congress, 
1st session ; Hoge rs. Reed, contested election, pp. 48, 49.] 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question. There were two proclamations, one of general character and another offer- 
ing a reward for persons who had committed these murders ? 

Ansiver. Yes, sir. I remember the proclamation olferiug a reward of $5,000 for any 
one of the murderers. [See appendix No. 6, attached to the testimony of this witness.] 

Question. Did you not consider that the circumstances existing at the time of the 
issuing of those proclamations by the governor justified the proclamations ; I allude 
now to the proclamation oftering a reward ? ' • 

Answer. I think it was an unnecessarily large reward. I do not think it exercised any 
more influence, but I think he was perfectly justifiable. It was his duty to have ofi'ered 
a reward. I should like to say something with reference to the sequel to that case, 
since you have brought it up. The reward was oftered. Finally one man came in and 
gave himself up as one of the actors in that murder. 

Question. Who was that ? 

Answer. The name I forget. 

Question. Was it William K. Tolbert ? 

A nswer. Yes, sir ; TolLert. He ofiered himself as State's evidence. He was put in the 
penitentiary before he was convicted. His testimony was taken. He gave very volu- 

78t 
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miiious testimony. He was, as I said, put in the penitentiary before he had been con- 
victed, and he escaped from the penitentiary and went back into the same neighbor 
hood where he had lived, and some of the governor's constables went up there and 
killed him. 

Mr. Stevenson. I desire to offer here the testimony of William K. Tolbert, taken in 
the case of Iloge against Reid, as published in House Mis. Document, No. 18, Forty-first 
Congress, First Session, pp. 30 to 34, to be appended to the testimony of this witness. 
[See Appendix No. 7, attached to the testimony of this witness.] 

The Chairman. That being part of an ofticial document, if desired, it will be incor- 
porated in the testimony, as that refers to the state of things existing at that time. I 
suppose it would be admissible as the testimony of a deceased witness. 

Mr. Van Trump. I hardly know, but I think it would not be in a court of law. I 
give you notice that if you go into that case I shall ask a week's further time in South 
Carolina, for I know the whole history of that case, and if that testimony is introduced 
now I shall ask a further week of the time of this committee in the State of South 
Carolina. . ' 

The Chairman. What may be asked can of course have no influence upon my mind 
as to the admissibility of testimony. 

Mr. V^VN Trump. Certainly ; but we must understand if we are iutroducing a new 
matter. I do not pretend to say, under the action of this committee and the broad 
resolution which has been adopted, that it is not admissible, in view of the wide scope 
of examination, including hearsay testimony, rumors, and matters of that sort. I do 
not raise that question, but I give notice that if that now issue is brought at this late 
stage, when wo are about closing our investigation in this State, I shall ask to have 
further time. 

The Chair:man. As far as I can glance over this testimony, it seems to relate to 
the Ktate of things in Abbey ville County — the secret organizations and the state of se- 

• curity there existing at that time. Under the rule upon which the committee has been 
acting, I can only say that if this is offered for the purpose stated, as we have already 

• examined with reference to that subject, I should think it admissible. 

Mr. Van Trump. I deem it clearly so, as this case has been alluded to several times 
.during our long stay here ; but 1 think if that was to have been gone into I should have 
tJie privilege of examining witnesses from Ablneville County, and should have more 
time. Had Mr. Stevenson, when the Randolph case was noticed weeks ago, proposed 
to oSer this, it would have been different. 

Mr. Stevenson. I have been endeavoring all the time we have been here to get some 
proof of the death of Tolbert, which makes that testimony admissible. 

Mr. Van Trump. I do not raise the question of admissibility, in view of the scope 
which this investigation has taken ; I only say I think this ought to have been noticed 
long ago. I think it is not fair to me to introduce it now and cut off the examination 
to-morrow and next day. 

The Chair]man. I understand that only the testimony of Tolbert is offered, and not 
the whole case. 

Mr. Stevenson. That is all ; I only offer the testimony of Tolbert ; not the whole 
case. 

The Witness. I was going to say, in reference to this address which the central com- 
mittee issued, there was not an allusion to bringing up that case at all ; but it was 
simply to show that the executive committee, which was the organ of the democratic 
party, reprobates these acts of violence such as those specified; the death of Randolph, 
of Martin, and another that we had heard of. It was not at all in regard to the case 
itself. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You were a member, I believe, of the Democratic National Convention, 
which met in New Yoik in Juno, 1868 ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; in July, 1868. It met on the 4th of July, I think. 

Question. You remember, of course, the celebrated passage in the platform there 
adopted, which says we regard the reconstruction acts, so-called, of Congress as usurpa- 
tions, unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I recollect that. 

Question. I find in the daily Phoenix newspaper of this city, which you have pro- 
duced, for July 26, 1868, a report of a speech delivered by yourself in Charleston upon 
your being welcomed there upon your return, an extract from which I propose to sub- 
mit to you. 

Answer. Let me look at that a moment and I will tell you about it, because there 
were two reports of this speech. One was a tolerably correct one, and one was incor- 
rect. The most correct one of the two was published in the Charleston News, though 
neither of them were entirely correct, as well as I could jud<T^e. [The document in 
question will be found in Appendix No. 8, attached to the testimony of this witness.] 

Question. Is there any point in that which you wish to qualify ? 
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Answer. Xo, sir ; I do not wisli to qualify anything I said, bnt I qualify this report. 

Question. I call your attention to the part I have marked, hef^inning with the words: 
" Well, gentlemen, as I cannot tax my voice,-' and continuing through that paragraph. 

Ansucr. There is nothing in fliat extract that I would qualify except as I qualilied 
it when that came out, which I did in a letter written to a gentleman in Ohio (my 
cousin) who inquired. of me about it. I gave him the facts of the case as to who had 
olfered the resolution, who had offered the words referred to, and everything about it. 
[The letter above referred to will be found attached to the testimony of this witness, 
marked Appendix Xo. 9.] The mistake is made in saying here that I stated I did insert 
them for I did not say so. I came out upon that occasion and said it was not so ; that 
the words were offered, as I mentioned in this letter, by a member from Connecticut. 
I don't recall his name ; rather a short man. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Was it Governor Seymour; he is a short man ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. His name is familiar to me, but I cannot recall it. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question. You mean that the words, And we declare that the reconstruction acts are 
unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void 
Answer. I did not insert them, but I approved of them. 
Question. And advocated them ? 

Answer. Yes. sir ; in the committee and in the convention. 

Question. But the expression was actually formed into words, and their adoption 
moved by somebody else ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. That was an error. 

Question. The statement that you had formally made this motion was not correct ? 

Ansu-er. That was not so. 

Question. Yet it was your sentiments ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was a platform of the democrutic party, and, of course, we all 
adopted it. 

Question. You say here in this reported speech, That is my plank in the platform." 
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the report. 

Question. In the sense that you made it, framed it, moved it, that is not correct? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; but in the seuvse that I approved it it was. 

Question. You might very readily, in such a speech, have fallen into a technical error ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I was exceedingly unwell that night. I had been kept up here all 
night ; was very unwell j was hoarse from a bronchial attack, so that I could not 
speak without intense pain. I sto]3ped five or six times, but they insisted upon my 
going on. What I had prepared I gave to the Xews to publish, but I could not speak. 
I then, just to occupy them and to say something, told them how kindly we had been 
received, &c. 

Question. You were unable to follow your preparation fully? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And this paper does not contain your prepared speech ? 
Answer. Xo, sir; that was taken by some reporter, and I came out when I saw that 
and wrote a letter, to which I alluded just now, giving the facts in regard to it. 

By ]Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. While you were quite unwell that night, and did not speak as well as you 
wanted to, you did not take back one word that you did express there as your senti- 
ments ? 

Answer. Xo, sir; I only wish to correct the statement that I had said, or intended to 
saj', that I had inserted those words, or made that my plank in the resolution. 

By Mr. Stevenson : 

Question, Although you did not make the motion, you may be justly entitled to it if 
you are the author of "the sentiments and induced the committee to adopt it? 

Answer. I did not get them to write it. I voted for it, and, as you see there, I stated 
to the conmiittee that it wiis important to know who'werethe citizens who constituted 
the States. 

Question. You wanted to know who were the people of the States up to 1865 ? 

Answer. The Supreme Court had pronounced no decision upon this point at all, and 
we thought these i)eople had not the right to vote, and that those acts were unconsti- 
tutional, revolutiouary, and void, and believed that the Supreme Court would so decide ; 
but since that time the Supreme Court has decided otherwise, aud I have nothing to 
say about it, except that I still adhere to my opinion while I recognize the validity of 
the decision. 

By the CHAmLiN : 

Question. One question I am prompted to ask by some sentiments which I have 
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fouDcl in this State, and I ask lor your opinion in regard to them. Is it your belief 
that the people of South Carolina will continue to yield obedience to the State gov- 
ernment if the present majority of negro voters continues the republican party in 
power, or will the existing discoutent^ncrease and involve ii contest between the races ? 

Ansicei'. I am very much at a loss to pronounce an opinion upon that. I have been 
very much afraid of a collision — so much so ihht I wrote a lettier to President Grant 
some years ago on that subject — since his election, of course — which we sent on. Sev- 
eral gentlemen here then entertained serious fears, men who are not alarmists, tfto — 
gentlemen of the supreme court of the State, them and various others— who tlioughtit 
advisable to get some one to go on and see President Grant in reference to that. I 
wrote a letter, and I think General Preston was sent on and had a conference with the 
President in regard to it. In that letter I remember expressing my fears that there 
would be a collision of the races in the State. Those fears are not yet removed; and 
that has been the main reason why I have deprecated rousing any antagonism between 
the two races. What would be the result, I do not know. I do not believe that the 
white people can now, or will, live under a rule where persons so entirely ignorant, so 
venal, so corrupt, have the management of their State government. I do not see how 
it is possible. I think they will bear as long as they can, but there will be a point 
beyond which they cannot bear. 

Question. In that very point of view I i)ut the question, for it is one of great interest, 
certainly a perplexing one, and you being so much better acquainted with the state of 
sentiment among the white people than it is possible for the committee to be, I wish 
to know if the present negro majority continue the republican iiarty in power, do you 
believe there will be submission, or will the feeling, which you have described, cul- 
minate in resistance to the State government ? 

Ansice7\. If it was merely the negro majority to continue, I do not think it would pro- 
duce a conflict. In other words, if they were to choose good men and have the govern- 
ment administered economically, I think the people would submit and bear it, in the 
hope that peaceful remedies and agencies would eventually restore their rights — the 
rights of the white people. But if they go on as they have been going on, taxing the 
State to this enormous extent, and being so venal and corrupt as they unquestionably 
are, for there can be no doubt of it. I have been told that no measure of any import- 
ance passes the legislature without the members being bought up regularly ; that it is 
a notorious thing that money is placed upon the desks before them by parties who 
want measures carried through, and they are not paying any taxes themselves, but 
impose these enormous taxes, and that they have an exaggerated opinion of their 
power, as they do have. I am afraid it may end in a collision. The negro has an ex- 
aggerated opinion of his own power. You gentlemen do not know the negro at all. 
and there is the great difficulty. You all think the negroes are actuated by the same 
feeling as the white men, but that is a mistake. I do not pretend to saj^ why it is, but 
they are not. They have been dependent for a long time ; they have no provision ; 
they have no forethought at all ; they are content to live from hand to mouth ; they 
do not pretend to lay up anything f they are very credulous ; they have an exagger- 
ated opinion of their own power. I have known them to express the opinion, and I 
have no doubt they have the idea, that but for them the southern cause would hav<^ 
been successful ; that they were the parties to whom success was due. I have heard 
tliem say so ; that it was not until their aid was called for. More than once I have 
heard them express that opinion ; that the Federal Army was triumphant, and they 
believe that they are strong enough, not only to defeat all the southern people, but ail 
the northern people combined with them. I am not speaking of the more intelligent 
ones, but of the great mass of laborers. I have had a great deal to do with the ne- 
groes, I have spoken very kindly to them always, and all the negroes that I have 
living with me now, or the larger number of them, are my old slaves. I talk very 
freely with them. I give them the best advice I can. They talk very freely to me; 
and either they tell very wonderful lies or have been badly informed. I will give you 
one instance. My property was taken possession of by some hanger-on of the Federal 
Army while I was out of the way. He had hands there. When I went back after the 
war, I proposed to make a contract with them. They came up to see me. They went 
dow^u to see this man, who had moved away, and came back and asked me igr the 
truth. They said this man, who had been in the Federal Aniiy and had worked them, 
had told them that if they hired to me they would all be branded and be put back into 
slavery for five years. I said, *'Are you fools enough to believe that A man answered, 
" I don^t know ; this man told us so." I asked them, Did I ever tell you a lie in my 
life?" They said, "No, sir; you never did." I assured them it was not so. They 
actually told me that. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. That was immediately after the war? 

JnsR'er. Yes, sir. They assured me they had been told by this man that they would 
be branded and put back into slavery for five years. They are misled by all these 
things. 



i 
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By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Is not this a very remarkable and common expression among the negroes? 
I hoard it used at Spartanburgh by a ne^ro to a member of Congress : ^' De bottom rail 
is on de to]) now an' we's g^yine to keep it dar." 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. On that subject, and a remark -which you dropped in reference to the cor- 
ruption of the legislature as couuected with negro suffrage, I will ask, havo you no 
penal statutes to reach members of the legislature who take bribes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. As we are asking so frequently whether the law has been enforced against 
Ku-Klux, I will ask, has there been any instance of prosecuting these corrupt members 
of the legislature? 

Ansiccr. I think not. I think the legislature would be very averse to such an investi- 
gation. It woukl be very difficult to tiud a committee that would report. 

Question. Are there not statutes that could be enforced in the courts? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there are statutes, but I have known no prosecutions. 

Question. Why are there no prosecutions ? Why does not public sentiment here find 
expression in prosecutions? 

Answer. Becaitse the i)ublic sentiment is the se'ntiment of the dominant party, not 
ours. If we could get at it we could prosecute it, but this is only the talk. These men 
will admit it, talking privately, so I am told. I have never seen them myself in 
session. > 

By JNIr. Van Truivip : 

Question. Has it not been publicly charged upon the floor of the legislature and not 
denied ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By the Ciiair^ian: 

Question. I think it would produce a wholesome effect if a member or two could be 
convicted and punished. 

Answer. I have no doubt it would. I saw, in glancing over this new^aper, a little 
colloquy in regard to the legislature that I would be very glad to show to the com- 
mittee. In it one of the actors is the present member of a Congress, De Large. I could 
not venture to give the language unless it were put down here in the reports of the 
legislature. 

Question. Is it a report of the proceedings of the legislature? 

Answer. No, sir; the reporter was stating a passage of compliments between two 
members. 

Question. An article by the local reporter? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Ste\t:nson : 
Question. Was any of your property confiscated, general ? 

Ans we r.i'S one, except my negroes and the burning of my house and all that was in it. 
Question. I ask as to confiscation according to law ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know that there has been any confiscation according to 
law. 

Question. There has been none by legal proceedings in your case? 

Answer. No, sir; none at all. 

Question. What landed estate have you? 

Answer. I have none at all now, sir. 

Question. What had you at the close of the war ? 

Answer, I had about twelve thousand acres and nine hundred negroes at the close of 
the war. Of course I did not have the negroes, because they had been freed. I had 
upwards of nine hundred at the beginning of the war. 
J Question. Have your disabilities been removed? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Are you under disabilities now ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you held any office before the war ? 

Answer. I am under disabilities. I had been a member of the legislature—both 
branches of the legislature. I do not know that that disqualifies, but I was disqualified 
by my rank in the service. 

Question. That would not disqualify you, exce{)t you held office before the war.. 

Answer. I think, by the constitution of this State, men in my position are disqualified 
from holding office; I am not sure about that, however. 

Question, You spoke of the fancy of the negro as to his ability to put down every 
body. 
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Answer. Yes, sir ; there is no question about it. 

Question. Is that any more unreasonable than the fancy prevailing at the South, be- 
fore the war, that one southern man could whip ten Yankees ? 

Answer. No, sir; I do not think that fancy prevailed before the war. I did not put 
the numbers as large as that. 

Question. There was a considerable disproportion ? 

Answer. I think the result of the war proved that we were not so very far wrong, so 
far as the fighting was concerned. 

Question. You think that was not an error then ? 

Ansiccr. I will not say that ; I think that was not the oi)inion of the southern people. 
I believe that the people of the State — the reflecting persons, are disposed to treat the 
negroes, and have been throughout, with the utmost kindness ; I do honestly believe 
that. 1 believe, conscientiously, that the relations between the two races, if they had 
been left to adjust themselves, without interference, would have beeu adjusted on a 
kindly and equitable basis ; that is my opinion. That was certainly my own wish, and 
I believe, from a very extensive conversation and acquaiutance with the peoi>le through- 
out the State, that that was the general disposition. 

By Mr. Van TRin^iP : 

Question. I show you a document in the Columbia Phoenix, of October 30, 1868. Is 
that the proclamation of Governor Scott to which you have alluded as being issued 
after your address upon the killing of Randolph, and which you say he said might bo 
prepared by the democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have the authority of a gentlemaii to say that he did write it. 
[Referring to the proclamation of Governor Scott, appended and marked, '^Appendix 
No. 5."]' 

Question. Is this document the address issued by the republican committee in response 
to the address of the democratic committee 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the address that came out from them in response to the one 
we issued. [The address above mentioned is attached to the testimony of this witness, 
and marked ''Appendix No. 10.*'] 



Appendix No. 1. 

AN APPEAL TO THE HONORABLE THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STxVTES, IN 
BEHALF OF THE CONSERVATIVE PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AGAINST 
THE ADOPTION, BY CONGRESS, OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION PROPOSED 
FOR SOUTH CAROLINA. 

To the Honorable the Senate of the United States of America : 
* The undersigned, in behalf of a large portion of the good people of the State of South 
Carolina, respectfully appeal to your honorable body to arrest the adoption of the con- 
stitution proposed for said State, In spite of the respectful remonstrance submitted to 
the House of Representatives and to the Senate, Ave find that the former body have ■ 
given to said instrument their approval. For the sake of all classes of our people, for 
considerations affecting the peace of society, in view of the substantial interests of the 
State, put in jeojiardy by an organic law, which may truthfully be characterized as a 
political abortion, the offspring of incapacity and prejudice and hate, we submit our 
case — the case of the conservatism of South Carolina, to the high court of last resort, 
the Senate of the country. 

In addition to the arguments contained in the remonstrance paper, and in the address 
made to the Reconstruction Committee of the House of Representatives, herewith sub- 
mitted, we respectfully invite the attention of your honorable body to the exhibits 
hereto appended, and marked "A," " B," and 

I. Exhibit A gives the items, and shows the amount of taxation provided for in the^ 
new constitution. The State is now sadly impoverished. The property whicli h(^r 
people had in their slaves has been swept away; it is true, jriven up by and with the 
consent of the State , nevertheless, that property no longer represents capital and value. 
The ravages of war, the mark of the conqueror's torch, are everywhere visible. The 
labor of the country is passing from one state to another, and is disturbed and demoral- 
ized. The flower of the commonwealth have fallen on the battle-field, and the broken 
fortunes and disappointed hopes of a i)roud people weigh heavily upon the energies of 
at least the old and less sanguine amongst us. Yet, under these circumstances, affecting 
enough to touch the sympathies of every manly nature, and in violation, as wc conceive 
it, of the political inheritance of our forefathers, here in South Carolina, we are threat- 
ened with the onus of a monstrous plan of public spoliation, under the guise of an equi- 
table system of taxation. Under the forms of law, it is proposed to take away the little 
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that the war has left us. " Taxation icithout representation,^^ is combined with ^^repre- 
sentation without tojcation,^^ Thus, in South Carolina, it is contemplated to revive tho 
tyranny of the British Parliament in 177G, and to add thereto a new and startling 
featnre. 

We refer you now to Exhibit A. Although South Carolina is struggling for bread, yet 
observe how, under the new constitution, the burdens of taxation Inivc been increased : 



Proposed now to be raised $2, 2'30, 950 

Before the war, amount, about 350, 000 

Proposed now to be levied on the real estate of the State 3 per cent. 

Before the war | per cent. 

But when there is taken into consideration the depreciation of the value of 
property since the war, the diflerence is far greater ; for illustration, take 

the caseof a piece of property, in a town, before- the war, worth say $10, 000 

Levied before the war on this i per cent., making 50 

Now, at same valuation, it pays at 3 per cent 300 

Thus the proportion stands as 1 to 6. But this is not all : 

The property valued before the war at $10,000, has now a value of $3, 000 

. Before the war, a tax of ^ per cent, levied on this would give 15 

But to raise the ."^300 required now, demands a tax of 10 per cent 300 



Thus, taking into consideration the depreciation of the value of real estate, the pro- 
portion stands as 1 to 20, or the taxation provided for in the new constitution is absolutely 
twenty times as great lis before the war. Nor is this all. But in the case of land, which 
has depreciated more in value than city property, the proportion is even greater than 
the one established above. In fact, it is now a common thing to find larg^ tracts of 
land sold by the sheriff for less than the amount of taxes resting thereux^on. 

2. Exhibit B shows that the constitutional convention was comi)osed of: 

Whites 47 

Colored 74 



121 



74 colored pay, of taxes $117 93 

One alone paying 85 35 

Hence 73 colored pay 32 58 

Or less than 50 each. ^ 

47 whites pay 761 62* 

One white (conservative) paying 508 85 



Hence 46 whites pay 252 76 

Or less than ^6 each. 



Of the 47 white members, 23 pay no tax at all ; and of the 74 colored members, 59 pay 
no tax at all. Of the whites, at least one-fourth were government employes and 
northern adventurers ; and of the colored men, a goodly number were from abroad. 

3. Exhibit C shows that the legislature fleeted under the new constitution stands 
thus, exclusive of the districts of Marion and Lancaster, as the4emocratic success in 
these districts is contested : 



SENATE. 

Whites 20 

Colored 12 

32 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Whites 37 

Colored » 86 

123 • 

TOTAL. 

Whites 57 

Colored - 98 

Whole number , 155 



Or nearly two colored to one white. 
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98 colored pay, of taxes §143 74 

One colored paying 83 35 

Henco 97 colored pay 60 39 

Or less than 70 cents each. 

57 whites pay '. 49149 

11 conservative whites pay 194 43 

Hence 46 whites pay 297 06 

Or less than $7 each. 

Of these 47 white members^ 24 pay no taxes at all. Of these 93 colored members, 67 
pay no taxes at all. 

With regard to the State government : The officers consist of 7 whites and 1 colored ; 
the colored man having the paid office of least profit. 
As to taxes : 

The governor pays ^. $00 00 

The secretary of state 00 00 

The comptroller general 00 00 

The treasurer 00 00 

The attorney general 00 00 

The superintendent of education 00 00 

The lieutenant governor 15 99 

The adjutant and inspector general 1 00 

• 

Making 16 99 

Thus the 8 members of the State corps of officers pay, on an average, each 2 11 

Thus have the committee truthfully represented to the honorable senate the character 
3f the men, as w*ell those Avho framed the constitution, as those who are to legislate 
under its provisions. It will be seen that they represent not the wealth of tlie State, 
neither its commercial, nor its agricultural, nor its mechanical interests. That they do 
not represent its intelligence, its tone, its ^^entiments, may be regarded as .1 self- 
evident proposition, to establish which requires no argument. It is shown, also, how 
little interested in the matter of excessive taxation tbey will be who shall levy the 
taxes, and how very little of taxes they will represent who shail make the laws in 
South Carolina ; and how small an amount, too, they will be found to contribute to 
the revenues of the State who shall mainly — nay, almost entirely — sustain the new 
law-givers which Cougress has given to the South. 
^ In behalf, therefore, of justice and fair dealing, representing the just claims of the 
'^hite citizens of South Carolina, without further comments, we have the honor respect- 
fully to submit the statistical argument contained in these exhibits, and to express the 
hope that it may appear to your honorable body weighty enough to induce the rejec- 
tion, at your hands, of the constitution proposed for South Carolina. 

WADE HAMPTON, 
JOS. DAN'L POPE, 
JOHN P. THOMAS, 
• SAM'L McGOWAN, 
F. W. McMASTEK, 
W. M. SHANNON, 
State Central Executive Committee. 



Exhibit A. 

An estimate of tlietaxcs of the State of South Carolina, under the provisions of the constitution 

lately adopted. 

1 school-house to each 16 square miles of territorv, making 1,800 school-houses 

in the State, at $200 each I §360,000 

1,800 teachers, each at $300 per annum .- 540, 000 

1 State superintendent of education 3,000 

31 school commissioners, each $1,000 31, 000 

1 State normal school, buildipg and teachers^ 10,000 

Deaf and dumb blind institutions 10, 000 

State reform school 10, 000 

Conversion of citadel in Charleston into an institution of learning 30, 000 

Educational estimate 994,000 

Current expenses of State, according to General Canby^s tax-bills, is $470,000, 

less free schools included above, $25,000, making 445, 000 



1 439, 000 
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Add 5 per cent., expenses of collection §71, 950 

1,510,950 

Interest on §6,000,000 State debt from July, 1866, to July, 1868 720, 000 

Total amount of taxes 2,230,950 



N. B. — Tho lato assessment of real estate throughout the State, city, town, and 
couiitry, is $70,507,075, on \vbicli a tax levied of 3 per cent, will raise $2,115,212. If 
real-estate owners are to defray the expenses of tho State, it will require more than 3 
per cent to meet them. Formerly it was about | per cent., and that, too, when lands 
and real estate in general had not depreciated in value. 



Exhibit B. 

List of delegates to the convention ivliicli tvas licld at Charleston, January 14, 1868, and 

ended Mareh 17, 1868. 



Names. 



A. G. Mackey, president, (w^hito) 



ABBEVILLE. 



John A. Hunter, (white) 

H. J. Lomax, (colored) 

W. N. Joiner, (colored) 

B. Milford, (white) 

Thomas Williamson, (colored) . 



ANDERSON. 



Samuel Johnson, (colored). 

X. J. Xewell, (white) 

WiUiam Perry, (white) 



BERKELEY. 



M. F, Becker, (white) 

D. 11. Chamberlain, (white). 

T. Hurley^ (white) 

William Jervey, (colored).. . 

Benjamin Byas, (colored) 

W. H. W. Gray, (colored)... 

Joseph H. Jenks, (white) 

George Lee, (colored) 

A. C. Richmond, (white) 



BEAUFORT. 



J. D. Bell, (white) 

L. S. Langley, (colored).. 
W. J. Whipi^er, (colored). 
R. G. Holmes, (colored).. 
Robert Smalls, ^colored) . . 

li". E. Wilder, (white) 

J. J. Wright, (colored) 



BARNWELL. 



J. N. Hayne, (colored) . . . 
C. P. Leslie, (white).... 
A. Middletou, (colored) . 
C. D. Hayne, (colored)-. 
Julius Mayer, (colored) . 
N. G. Parker, (white)... 



Amount 
Tax. 



$18 00 



54 



14 63 



1 00 
4 26 
508 85 



1 00 



12 20 

'"'eo' 



2 00 



Remarks. 



Not on tax book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Execufn lodged. 



Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 



tax book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book. 



Not on tax book. 
Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
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List of delegateSf Sfc, — Continued. 



Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



Remarks. 



CHARLESTOX. 



C. C. Bowen, (white) 

F. L. Cardoza, (colored) 

William McKiulay, (colored). 

R. H. Cain, (colored) 

R. C. DeLarge, (colored) 

G. Pillsbury, (white) 

A. J. Ransier, (colored) 



$83 35 



P. Alexander, (colored). 
B. Burton, (colored) 
S. Sanders, (colored)... 



CHESTER. 



COLLETON. 

J. S. Craig, (white) 

William M. Thomas, (colored) 

William Driffle, (colored) 

W. M. A^inery, (colored). . — 



CL.\REXDOX. 



Elias Dickson, (white) 

WiUiam Nelson, (colored) 



CHESTERFIELD. 



R. J. Donaldson, (white) ™. . 

H. L. Shrewsbury, (colored) 



1 00 

2 00 



1 00 



DARLINGTON. 



J. Brockenton, (colored) 

Jordan Lang, (colored) 

B. Humbird, (colored^ 

B. F. AVhittemore, (white) ... 



F. Arnim, (white) 
R. B. Elliott, (colored).. 
P. R. Rivers, (colored) .. 
John Bonum, (colored) , . 
David Harris, (colored) . 
John Wooley, (colored). 



EDGEFIELD. 



FuilRFIELD. 



H. D. Edwards, (colored) . . 

Henry Jacobs, (colored) 

J. M. Rutland, (white) 



GREENVILLE. 



J. M. Allen, (white) 

J. M. Runion, (white). .. 
Wilson Cook, (colored)., 
W. B. Johnson, (white) 



GEORGETOWN. 



F. F.Miller, (colored)... 
J. H. Rainev, (colored) . 
II. W.Webb, /white)... 



20 
1 18 



11 40 

18 60 



1 50 



'1 50 
1 00 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Execution lodged. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
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iSTames. 



Amount 
tax. 



Remarks. 



IIORRY. 



Henry Jones, (colored) 
A, Thompson, (colored) . 



KERSHAW. 



John A. Chesnut, (colored) . 

S, G. W. Dill, (Tvhite) 

J. K. Jillson, (^vhite) 



LEXIXGTOX. 



Lemuel Boozer, (white). 
Simeon Corley, (white). 



L.iXCASTER. 



A. Clinton, (colored) 

Charles Jones, (colored) . 



§15 99 
7 74 



1 00 



Joseph Crews, (white) . . 
H. McDaniels, (colored). 
Nelson Davis, (colored). 
J. Y. P. Owens, (white). 



1 00 
1 00 



W. S. Collins, (white) 

J. ^Y. Johnson, (colored).. 

H. E. Hayne, (colored) 

B. A. Thompson, (colored) 



45 



1 00 
1 00 



MARLBOROUGH. 



Geortre Jackson, (colored). 
Calvin Stubs, (colored)... 



XEWBERRY. 



B. O. Duncan, (white) 

James Henderson, (colored) . 
Lee Nance, (colored) 



ORANGE nURGH. 



E. J. Cain, (colored) 

\V. J. McKinlav, (colored). 
E. W. M. :Mackey, (white). 
T. K. Sasportas, (colored). 
B. F. Randolph, (colored). 



M. Mauldin, (white) ... 

xV. Bryce, (white) 

L. B. Johnson, (white). 



1 00 
5 43 
12 20 



RICHLVND. 



W. B. Nash, (colored) 

S. B. Thompson, (colored). 
T. J. Robertson, (white) .. 
C. M. Wilder, (colored) . 



51 40 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax- book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 
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Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



Remarks. 



SPARTANBURGH. 



J. P. F. Camp, (white). 
J. S. Gentry, (white)... 
H. H. Foster, (colored) . 
C. Wingo, (colored) 



T. J. Coghlan, (white) . . . . 

Samuel Lee, (colored) 

W. E. Johnston, (colored). 
F. J. Moses, jr., (white) . .. 



A. Dogan, (colored) 

J. H. Goss, (white) 

Samuel Nuekles, (colored) . 



WILLIAMSBURGH. 



W. Darrington, (white). 
C. M. Olsen, (colored)... 
S. A. Swails, (colored) . . 



J. W. Mead, (colored) . 
W. E. Rose, (white) .. 
J. L. Neagle, (white),. 



YORK. 



J. H. White, (colored) 

C. J. Stollbrand, secretary, (white). 



$4 52 
1 08 



1 00 



75 75 



13 90 



Not on iax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax book. 



Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Nt)t on tax-book. 
.Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book; 
Execution lodged. 
J. L. Neagle &Co. 

pay a tax, $47 40. 

Exeeut'n lodged. 
Not on tax-book. 



Exhibit C. 



Offices. 



STATE GOVERNMENT. 

Governor 

Lieutenant governor 

A. and I. general 

Secretary of State 

Comptroller general 

Treasurer 

Attorney general 

Superintendent education . , 

MEMBERS OF THE LEG 
ISLATURE. 

. ABBEVILLE. 

Senator 

Representatives 



Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



R. K. Scott, (white) 

Lemuel Boozer, (white).. . 

J. F. Moses, jr., (white) 

F. L. Cardoza, (colored) . . . 

J. L. Neagle, (white) 

N. G. Parker, (white) 

D. H. Chamberlain, (white) 
J. K. Jillson, (white) 



Y. Young, (white) 

George Dusenburv, (white) 
T. B. Milford, (white) .... 

James Martin, (white) 

R. M. Valentine, (colored) 
W. J. Lomax, (colored)" — 



$15 99 
1 00 



80 
3 08 
14 63 
7 40 



Remarks. 



Execution lodged. 

Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
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Offices. 



AXDEr.SOX. 



Senator 

Keprcseutatives 



Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



BARNWELL. 



Senator 

Representatives 



John H. Reid, (white),. 
John B. Moore, (white) . 
B. Frank Sloan, (white). 
John Wilson, (white) . . . 



BEAUFORT. 



Senator 

Representatives 



CHARLESTON. 

Senators 

Representatives 



CHESTER. 



Senator 

Representatives 



CHESTERFIELD. 



Senator 

Representatives 



C. P. Leslie, (white)..., 
C. D. Hayne, (colored). . 
J. M. Hayne, (colored). . 
Julius Mayer, (colored). 
W. J. Mixon, (colored). . 
R. B. Elliott, (colored).. 
B. F. Berry, \colorcd) . . . 



J. J. Wright, (colored) 

W. G. Whipper, (colored).. 
C. J. Stolhrand, (white)... 
P. E. Ezekiel, (colored).... 
Rohert Smalls, (colored).. . 

G. A. Bennett, (white) 

Charles S. Kuh, (white).... 
W. C. Morrison, (colored) . , 



D. T. Corbin, (white).... 

R. H. Cain, (colored) 

R. C. DcLarj:je, (colored) . 

A. J. Ransier, (colored) . . 

R. Tomlison, (white) 

W. H. W. Gray,' (colored) 

B. A. Boseman, (colored) . 

George Lee, (colored) 

B. F. Jackson, (colored).. 
Joseph H. Jencks, (white). 
William McKinlay, (coM). 
F. J. Moses, jr., (white)i. 
W. J. Brodie, (colored) . . 
J. B. Dennis, (colored)... 
John B. Wright, (colored). 
William Jervey, (colored) 
Abraham Smith, (colored). 
Samuel Johnson, (colored). 
Stejihen Brown, (colored) . 
Edward Mickery, (colored) 



Lewis Wirabush, (colored). 
Barney Humphries, (col'd). 
Sancho Sanders, (colored) 
Barney Burton, (colored) 



R. J. Donaldson, (white) 
H. L. Shrewsbury, (colored) 
D. J. J. Johnson, (colored). 



$S 82 
3 00 
5 55 

15 15 



2 00 
1 45 



60 
1 00 
13 90 
5 50 
12 20 
25 00 



3 00 



83 .35 
1 00 



1 00 



Remarks. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
$1 capit'u ; $1 dog. 



Not on tax'book. 



Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 



Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 
Not on 



ta -book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book. 



tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book, 
tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. . 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Execution lodged. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
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JExhihit C — ContiDued. 



Offices. 



Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



Remarks. 



CLARENDON, 



Senator 

Representatives 



COLLETON. 



Senator 

Representatives 



DARLINGTON. 

Senator 

Representatives 



EDGEFIELD. 



Senator 

Representatives 



FAIRFIELD. 



Senator 

Representatives 



GEORGETOWN. 



Senator 

Representatives 



GREENVILLE. 



Senator 

Representatives 



HORRY. 



Senator 

Representatives 



Senator 

Representatives 



E. E. Dickson, (white) 

William Nelson, (colored).. 
Powell Smyth, (colored).. . 



W, R. Hoyt, (colored) 

M. W. Thomas, (colored) . . 

Henry James 

George Mclntire, (colored). 
William Driffle, (colored).. 



B. F.Whittemore, (white). 

John Boston, (colored) 

Alfred Rush, (colored) 

G. HoUiman, (colored) 

Jordan Lang, (colored) 



F. Arnim, (w^hite) 

T.Root, (white) 

DaVid Harris, (colored) 

Samuel J. Lee, (colored) 

John Wooley, (colored) 

P. R. Rivers, (colored) 

John Gardner, (colored)... 
Lorenzo Cain, (colored) 



J. M. Rutland, (white) 

L. W. Duvall, (white) 

Henry Johnson, (colored).. 
Henry Jacobs, (colored) 



J. H. Rainey (colored). 
H. W. Webb, (white).. 
F.F.Miller, (colored).. 
W. H.Jones, (colored). 



James M. Allen, (white) 

Samuel Tinsley, (white) . . 
John B. HydeJ (whit^)... 
Wilson Cook, (colored) . . 
W. A. Bishop, (white)... 



H. Buck, (white) 

Zadock Bullock, (white) - . . 
W.W.Waller, (white) .. 



J. K. Jillson, (white) 

John A. Chesnut, (colored) 
Solomon G. W. Dill, (white) 
J. W. Nash, (colored) 



$1 00 
2 00 
1 00 



2 85 



2 90 



5 40 
20 



1 18 

'i'66 



18 60 
7 15 



11 40 



12 00 
4 08 
1 80 



50 78 
2 24 



v.. 



$1 capit'n ; $1 dog. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not ou tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 
Not ou tax-book. 



Not on tax book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not oivtax-book. 
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Offices. 



Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



Remarks. 



Senator 

Representatives 



LEXINGTON. 



Senator 

Representatives 



MARLBOROUGH. 



Senator 

Rejiresentatives 



MARION. — Election contested. 



NEWBERRY. 



Senator 

Representatives . 



OCONEE. 



Senator 

Representatives . 



ORANGEBURGn. 



Senator 

Representatives . 



PICKENS. 

Senator 

Representative 

laCHLAND, 

Senator 

Representatives ... 



SPARTANBURGH. 



Senator 

Representatives . 



Y. J. T. Owens, (white).... 
Griffin Johnson, (white)... 

Wade Perrin, (colored) 

Joseph Crews, (white) 

Harry McDaniils, (colored) 



E. S. J. Hayes, (white) . 

G. A. Lewie, (white) ... 

H. W. Purvis, (colored). 



H. J. Maxwell, (colored). 

T. B. Stubs, (white) 

John G. Grant, (white).. 



C. W. Montgomery, (Avhite) 
Joseph Boston, (colored). 
James Hutson, (colored). 
James Henderson, (colored) 



D. Bieman, (white) — 
O. M. Dovle, (white) . 
W. C. Kieth, (white). 



B. F. Randolph, (colored) . . 
W. J. McKinlay, (colored). 
T. K. Sasportas" (colored).. 

F. DeMars, (colored) 

E. J. Cain, (colored) 

James P. Mays, (colored).. 



T. A. Rodgers, (white) 

William T. Field, (white).. 



W. B. Nash, (colored) 

S. B. Thompson, (colored).. 
William Simons, (colored). 
C. M. Wilder, (colored).... 
iEsop Goodson, (colored). . 



Joel Foster, (white) 

Samuel Littlejohn, (white). 
Robert M. Smith, (white).. 

Iran Brvant, (white) 

C. C. Turner, (white) 



$0 45 



1 00 
1 00 
1 00 



10 40 
CO 



59 41 



22 20 



67 73 
19 50 
1 08 



1 90 



8 80 
11 80 



3 70 



8 30 
1 00 



Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-boo'k. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Execution lodged. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 

Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 



Not on tax-book. 
Not on tax-book. 
Not Qu tax-book. 
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Offices. 



Names. 



Amount 
tax. 



Remarks. 



Senator 

Representatives . 



UNION. 



Senator 

Representatives . 



WILLIAMSBURGH. 



Senator 

Representatives 



Senator 

Representatives . 



T. J. Coghlan, (white) 

J. H. Feuiter, (colored) 

W. E. Johnson, (colored),. 
James Smiley, (colored)... 
Burrel James, (colored). .. . 



H. W. Duncan, (colored). .. 
Samuel Nucklea, (colored) 

Juno Mobley, (colored) 

Simon Farr, (white) 



S. A. Swails, (colored) 

C. H. Pettingill, (colored). 

R. F. Scott, (colored) 

J. Pcndergrass, (colored).. 



^Y. E. Rose, (white) 

J. H.White, (colored)-.. 
P. J. O'Connell, (white).. 
John W. Mead, (colored). 
J. L. Nagle, (white) 



$1 10 



91 
1 00 



75 75 



Not on tax-hook. 

Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 



Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 



Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 



Execution lodged. 
Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 
Not on tax-hook. 
J. L. Neagle & Co. 

are taxed $47 40. 

ExecuVn Iodised: 



The foregoing list refers to taxes from 1866 to 1867, the tax returns for 1868 not being 
completed. 



Appendix No. 2. 
I 

[From the Columbia Phoenix, October 23, 1868.] 
To the j^eople of South Carolina : 

Fellow-Citizens : As members of your State executive committee — a body which 
represents nearly every white citizen of South Carolina — we feel it our duty to invoke 
your earnest etforts in the cause of peace and the preservation of order. We beg you 
to unite with u§ in reprobating these recent acts of violence, resulting in the death of 
Martin, Randolph, and Nance, by which a few lawless and reckless men have brought 
discredit on the character of our peoide, though x>rovocation in these cases may have 
been given. No cause can prosper which calls murder to its assistance, or which looks 
to assassination for success. "The idea of assassination," said George McDuffie, "is 
so absolutely abhorrent to all the feelings, the Christian feelings of modern times, and 
of such pernicious tendency, that I feel it to be my duty thus unequivocally to express 
my utter abhorrence of any proceeding that may have the remotest tendency to sug- 
gest it. Such a course is not only obnoxious to the abhorrence of every honorable man, 
from its moral atrocity, but from its j)olitical tendency." 

Listen to the v»^ords of that patriot, which seem to come from his grave, to warn the 
people whom he loved so devotedly. We can add nothing to the weight of this great 
authority. We can only appeal to you, to support the Taws, to preserve the peace, and 
to denounce those crimes which have so recently been committed in some portions of 
our State. We speak in behalf of the conservative and law-abiding portion of the 
people, who constitute, we feel assured, nearly our entire-white population, and in their 
name we express emphatically our abhorrence of such acts : and we pledge ourselves 
to give all the assistance in our power to suppress them. We adjure all who love their 
State, of all classes, white and black, to be peaceable and quiet, to lend their efforts to 
promote harmony and to quell dissension. We ask those who are opposed to us, polit- 
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ically, to niiito with us to chock and discountenance all incendiary language, whether 
uttered in i)ublic or private, and to join us in the elForts we are making for the preser- 
vation of peace, the supremacy of law, and the maintenance of order. Lawlessness 
will endanger the peace of the whole State, and will surely bring disaster to all classes. 
Let us all, then, however we may difier in jiolitics, devote all our energies to maintain 
the good character of our Sta*e, and to j)romote a better feeling among our whole people. 

WADE HAMPTON, Chairman. 

JOSEPH DANIEL POPE. 

J. P. THO^L^S. 

W. B. STANLEY. 

WM. M. SHANNON. 

W. D. POUTER. 

THEO. G. BARKER. 



Appendix No. 3. 

[From the Cohmibia Phcenix, October 18, 1?C3.] 

ADDRESS OF THE CENTRAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB TO THE DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Fellow-Citizens: The election for President and Vice-President of the United States 
is now close at hand. The great principles involved in the contest, the magnitude of 
the interests at stake, and the influence which this State may have on the result, make 
this a proper occasion to lay before you a brief address. 

■ The tendency and purpose of the radical party, as manifested in words and acts, are 
the absorption' of the liberty of the individual; the destruction of States; the sub- 
version of the Constitution, and the erection upon the ruins of individual and i)ublic 
lil)erty, a grand, grinding, consolidated despotism. Already, it has made raj^id strides 
in that direction. Little, now, is left for it to do but to fuse into one mass, and then 
crystallize into permanent form its various acquisitions of usurped power. Its cai)ri- 
cious acts ; its wantou cruelties ; its corrupt i)ractices ; its enormous burdens, you have 
felt, and do know. Against these, and more than these, you are now called upon to 
continue a resolute fight with the j>eaceful, though potent weapon, the ballot. The 
democratic party here, and everywhere, are striking with you for the principles of 
liberty, and the forms of government to which we have been accustomed, for a written 
Constitution, a Federal Union, and a distinct existence of the States. 

Surely, then, the principles of the contest are important, and the interest great. 
Arouse, therefore, to the magnitude of the emergency, and spare no efforts for success. 
When the time for registration shall come, let no man fail to appear,4ind none fail to 
vote. Let each one remember,that his individual vote may decide the election in his 
own district, and that the electoral vote of the State may turn the scale in favor of the 
democratic party. 

Our people must not despond, nor relax their efforts, if there should be failures else- 
where. On the contrary, they will have reason to hope, and much to stimulate them 
to increased energy, for it is yet possible to win. State elections are influenced, and 
sometimes controlled, by local issues ; and it has often happened that these go one way, 
and in a few weeks thereafter, in the same i)lace, the presidental elections another. 
This may be the case in the present canvass; and, indeed, we have reason to hope so. 
Recently, we have received reports from all parts of the State, which induce the belief 
that South Carolina, with proper effort, will be carried for Seymour and Blair. Let 
not the failure to do so be ascribed to you. 

The canvass in which you are now engaged is full of excitement, which will probably 
continue and increase to the end. We trust, therefore, that it will not be amiss to drop 
you a word of caution. The criminality of a few, and, perhaps, the indiscretion of 
many, have placed it in the power of maliee and misrepresentation to injure us, and 
seriously to damage the common cause. We urge you, therefore, not only to prevent 
violence, but to abstain from the appearance of it. W^e are dealing Avith a false and 
subtle foe — prolific in inventions and venomous in purpose — a foe who fully under- 
stands the temporary profit of a nimble lie, which too often achieves its end before the 
truth can even buckle on her armor. 

We need not urge upon you the -policy and the duty of treating with great kindness 
and forbearance the colored population of the State. This you have ever done, and 
Avill continue ty do, as long as you are permitted. We have no doubt you will make 
manifest the untruth of the malicious charge, that by force you have compelled their 
votes, or by intimidation kept them from the polls. Their minds are rapidly opening 
to the truth, that the vagrant white man of the North, as well as the reneoade of the 
South, who live by deceiving and plundering them, and who have been driving them 
to destructiou, are not true friends, and are unworthy of confidence and sui)port. With' 
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a fair opportunity, they.Tvill return to you, as their estrangement is owing entirely to 
the false teachings and malignant efforts of the northern emissary. It cannot bo for- 
gotten, that the State, voluntarily, in 18G5, invested the colored })opnlatiou with every 
civil right; and that the democratic i)arty, in convention, in x\pril last, recognized 
them, under the previous action of the State, as an integral element in til*', liody i)oli- 
tic, and expressed its willingness, when in power, to enfranchise them to the extent 
which the public weal and their own good might Vv^arranL The x^osition then taken 
by the convention, and which was announced to the i)eople of the State and the country, 
is now re-affirmed. 

We beg you to remember that the democratic party of the State was not organized 
for the purpose merely of supi^orting the nominees of the party, but for higher purposes 
and more enduring ends. It is possible that our present leaders may be defeated, 
but our principles will survive. The liberty of the individual, the being and welfare 
of States, the Constitution of the United States, and a Federal Union under it, are 
objects worthy of xiatience and enduring efforts. In the success we hope for, our 
organization will be most useful, and in case of defeat, it w^ill become essential. We, 
therefore, desire to impress upon you the necessity of perserving intact, and in full 
energy, the admirable organizations of the democratic party of South Carolina. 

WADE HAMPTON, 
Chairman Executive Committee. 

J. D. POPE. 

J. P. THOMAS. 

F. W. McMASTER. 

W. M. SHANNON. 

S. McGOWAN. 

JAMES CHESNUT, 
Chairman Auxiliary Committee. ' 

T. S. FARROW. 



Appendix No. 4 
[From the Charleston Daily Kepnblican, May 8, 1871. J 
THE SITUATION. 
Letter from Attorney General Chamherlain, 

CoLU^iBiA, South Carolina, May 5, 1871. 

My Dear Sir : The public evils which now exist in our State, and the lawless and 
disturbed condition of society in many counties, furnish me the occasion and excuse for 
addressing yon. I wish I could hope, with more confidence, that my vicAvs and sugges- 
tions would tend to hasten the removal of present evils and lay a safe foundation for our 
future harmony and prosperity. But I hold that it is the duty of every man, who has a 
thought or apian which seems to promise relief from existing difficulties, to contribute 
it to the common fund of information. 

I address my views to you, because I know that you are devoted, by association, 
princij^le, and action, to the true, permanent, and highest interests of our State, and 
because I believe that, though wholly dissociated from political life, you are not un- 
mindful of that duty which Cicero tells us, in his delightful essay, is the dearest and 
foremost duty, to care for one^s country^'' I remember, too, the generous and eloquent 
words which you have nttered in behalf of a hopeful, patient, courageous grappling 
with the duties and problems of to-day, rather than the cherishing of memories, how- 
ever sacred, or the indulging of regrets, however just. 

I am not, like you, a native of the State, and perhaps it was my misfortune to have 
settled here at a time when circumstances were not favorable to a cordial reception of 
those who had stood upon the other side of the great eivil struggle which had torn asun- 
der the two sections of our country. I profess, however, to be not behind the foremost 
in my desire to all that lies in my power to serve and benefit the State, with which all 
my interests are now identified. 

It will be necessary for me, at the outside, to give ray view of the nature and causes 
of the evils which now afflict us. If w^e mistake tho causes, we shall be certain to mis- 
take the remedy. 

I propose to lay aside all partisanship, and simply to state facts as I conceive them 
to exist. Let us look at our State when the reconstruction acts first took effect in 
1868. 

A social revolution had been accomplished — an entire reversal of the political rela- 
tions of most of our people had ensued. The class which formerly held all the political 
power of our State were stripped of all. 
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The class whicli bad formerly been less tban citizens, with no political power or 
social position, were made the sole depositaries of the political i)ower of tb<^ State. I 
refer now to practical resnlts, not to theories. The nnmerical relations of the two races 
here was such that one race, under the new laws, held absolute political control of the 
State. 

The attitude aud action of both races under these new conditions, while not unnat- 
ural, was, as I nmst think, unwise aud unfortunate. One race stood aloft and haughtily 
refused to seek the confidence of the rac(^ which was just enteriu^ on its new powers ; 
while the otlier race quickly grasped all the political power which the new order of 
things had placed within their reach. 

From the nature of the case, the one race were devoid of political experience, of all 
or nearly all education, aud depended mainly for all these qualities upon those who, 
for the most ])art, chanced to have drifted hero from other States, or who, in very rare 
instances, being former residents of the State, now allied themselves with the' other 
race. Xo man of common prudence, or who was even slightly familiar with the work- 
ing of social forces, could have then failed to see that the elements which went to com- 
pose the now dominant party were not of the kind which produce public virtue and 
honor, or which could long secure even x^ublic order and peace. 

I make all just allowance for exceptional cases of individual character, but I say 
that the result to be expected, from the very cature of the situation in was that a 
scramble for office wonld ensue among the members of the party in power, which, 
again, from the nature of the case, nmst result in filling the ofitices of the State, local 
and general, with men of no capacity aud little honesty or desire to really serve the 
public. 

The nation had approved the reconstruction measures, not because they seemed to 
,be free of danger, nor because they were blind to the very grave possibilities of future 
evils, but in the hope that the one race, wearing its new laurels and using its new 
powers with modesty and forbearance, Avould gradually remove the prejudices and 
enlist the sympathies and cooperation of the other race, until a fair degree of i^olitical 
homogeneity should be reached, and race lines should cease to mark the limits of polit- 
ical parties. 

Three years have passed, and the result is — what ? Incompetency, dishonesty, cor- 
ruption in all its forms, have " advanced their miscreated fronts," have put to flight 
the small remnant th;it opposed them, and now rules the party which rules the State. 

You may imagine the chagrin with whicli I make this statement. Truth alone com- 
pels it. !My eyes see it— all my senses testify to the startling and sad fact. I can 
never be indifferent to anything which touches the fair fame of that great national 
pai ty to which all my deepest convictions attach me, and I repel the libel which the 
party bearing that name in this State is daily pouring upon us. I am a republican by 
habit, by conviction, by association, but my republicanism is not, I trust, comjjosed 
solely of equal parts of ignorance and rapacity. 

Such is the i^lain statement of the j)resent condition of the dominant party of our 
State. 

What is the remedy? That a change will come, and come speedily, let no man 
doubt. Corruption breeds its own kind. Ignorance rushes to its downfall. Close 
behind any political party which tolerates such qualities in its public representatives 
stalks the headsman. If the result is merely political disruption, let us be profoundly 
thankful. Let ns make haste to prevent it from being social disruption — the sunder- 
ing of all the bonds which make society and government possible. 

Several eminent citizens, as well as the press of our State, have suggested plaus for 
the amelioration of present evils. Mr. ]\Iemminger and Colonel Kion esi)ecially deserve 
mention as gentlemen of large ability and influence, who have made their contribu- 
tions to the cause. 

Without discussing the plans i^roposed by those gentlemen, or pointing out the im- 
possibility of putting such plans into practical execution, I proceed to express iny 
conviction that tliere is a remedy, at once simple and efficacious, practicable and still 
radical. I mean the change of our present system of the representation of majorities 
merely, and the substitution of proportional representation, or, as it is more commonly 
called, minority representation, by means of the cumulative or free vote. 

You know, of course, that there is no novelty in this remedy. The press of our State, 
especially the Charleston Xcws, the Columbia Phcenix, and the Charleston Republican, 
as well as individuals, have discussed aud advocated it. I have studied the matter, in 
its principles and its results, as a theory and as a practice. I have waited to express 
my conviction nntil I could at least satisfy myself of its practical efficacy as a present 
remedy. My examination leads me to give my unreserved support to the plan, and to 
believe that it will lay the foundation for a stable peace in our State. 

I regret that time will not allow a full discussion of this subject in its principles. 
Whoever desires this will find it abundantly in John Stuart Mill on " Representative 
Government," iu the debates in the English ^Parliament in 1867, by Chancellor Lowe, 
Lord Cairns, Earl Grey, and Mr. Mill ; in the very able and elaborate report of Senator 
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Buckalew, of Pennsylvaniaj made to the United States Senate in March, 1868; and., I 
am happy to add, in an address delivered before the stndents of Wolford College in June 
last, by Colonel J. P. Thomas, of our own State, where'will he found an admirable 
rcsumi of the history and nature of the plan, enforced by many new and effective 
arguments. 

As a study, merely, to one who is attracted by discussions of the great questions of 
republican government, few toi)ics have, greater charms. But of all this I must not 
speak. 

The plan is briefly this : To give to each voter as many votes as there are representa- 
tives to be elected in his county or voting district, and allow him to east them all lor 
-one candidate, or divide them among several, as he pleases. Thus, to take the illustra- 
tion of another and apply it to a ease within our own State : " The county of Charles- 
ton has eighteen representatives in the lower house of the legislature ; each voter has 
eighteen votes ; he may give them to eighteen candidates, one to each, or he may cumu- 
late them upon a less number than ten, even to one. One-eighteenth of the voters 
may thus be sure of a representative, if they choose to unite upon one person. In 
practice, however, no doubt, tickets would be made up by the two parties, and each 
party would send representatives merely proportioned to its constituency." 

Such is the plan. Its result would be to give to each party in our State a representa- 
tion in our lower house of assembly, and, in fact, in all elections where more than one 
l^erson was to be chosen, proportioned to its numerical strength, instead, as now, of 
ignoring the minority wholly, and giving to a majority, made up of one hundred and 
one, the sole representation in a voting district of two hundred voters. 

This is true republicanism, in distinction from false republicanism. As Colonel 
Thomas aptly styles it, it is totalitij representation/' giving to all parties and all 
interests a fair share of representation. 

To make this principle applicable to our elections would require some changes in 
our organic law ; but it would be immediately applicable to elections for members of 
the lower house of the legislature, to elections for county commissioners, and to the 
senatorial election in Charleston County. I think no change of our constitution is re- 
quired to ^ff^eet all this, but simply a statute embodying and enforcing the new plan. 

The immediate result of such a change will be immense. If the numerical relations 
of our present political j^arties and of the two races is that of three to five, the lower 
house of the legislature will stand forty-seven to seventy-seven, The same result 
would be seen in the boards of county commissioners, a board of x)rime importance to 
the tax -payers of the State. 

Gradually the application of the system might be extended until it became the uni- 
versal rule in all our elections, when more than one person was to be chosen to the 
same office. 

Another result would be to improve the character and ability of the officers chosen 
in each party. It would check the debasing influence of professional politicians ; it 
would make corruption in popular elections comparatively impossible ; it would make 
the defeat of specially obnoxious candidates, or the election of specially desirable can- 
didates practicable, in spite of party nominations, by a union of the good men of both 
parties, a result scarcely possible and entirely improbable under our present system. 

The immediate influence of forty-seven fit men, representing the character, intelli- 
gence and property of our State, in the lower house can 'scarcely be overestimated. 
Though not a majority, they would inevitably prevent bad legislation, and induce 
much good legislation. Their very presence would shame ignorance and frighten cor- 
ruption. I firmly believe, speaking from long and close observation, that the presence 
of such a number of able and true men would banish the crying abuses which now dis- 
grace our legislature, and introduce an era of comparative purity and intelligent legis- 
lation. Certain it is that it would absolutely prevent the further increase of our pub- 
lic debt, the reckless squandering of public funds, and the improvident giving of State 
aid to selfish, moneyed corporations. 

But the whole subject requires deep study to perceive its wndc-rcaching results, and 
such a study will, I think, convince any one that here lies our true remedy ; a remedy 
singularly well adapted to just such a community of voters, interests, and influences as 
now exist in our State. 

'There are other reforms, also, which we must demand imperiously and peremptorily. 
One is the repeal of that most unjust and scandalous election law under which our last 
general election was held. Another is an absolute prohibition of any farther increase 
of our public debt, except under restrictions which shall be rigid and absolute. 

Another is the immediate reduction of all public expenditures to at least two-thirds 
of their present amount. 

Another is the speedy removal, by the executive, of incompetent local officers, 
especially tax officers, and the appointment of capable and honest men in their places, 
regardless of part3^ 

This will efl:ect only a partial present remedy ; but it will do much immediately to 
remove a deep and just cause of complaint. 
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Those are some of the domaiids of the hour, whicli I, for one, will join, with all good 
citizens, in niakinp^, and I trust that by every means, by individual influence and 
action, by the press and by conventions, the peoj)le of the State will lu'oclaira and 
i uforce these just demands. 

There are abundant means, in my judgment, within the reach of the tax-payers of 
our State, to enforce these changes without doing violence to civil and social order. 
In fact, nothing is so sure to prolong the present situation as a resort to violence. 
Xothing can, and nothing wiW,in the eyes of the nation and the world, justify and 
excuse what is known as Ku-Kluxism. It is simply horrible, infamous, diabolical ; 
never to be tolerated as a means of reform or relief of present abuses, for it is in itself 
the most stupendous of all crimes. Good citizens who look to reform nmst compel 
such means to be forever abandoned. Violence begets violence, and soon that spirit of 
lawlessness which finds countenance or escapes denunciation will run riot and pros- 
trate all the common safeguards of civil society. It will, in due time, return to plague 
its inventors. 

But by whatever means and from w^hatever causes relief and reform are secured, 
they must come from ourselves and not from abroad. 

Our hope lies solely in the strong and fixed resolution of our own jieople, to right our 
own wrongs, and to work out our own salvation. Kepression of open crime may como 
from the National Government, but jiermanent reform in our political condition c«n 
only come through ourselves. Let this truth be never forgotten. It is a lesson which 
must be learnt at whatever cost. 

With a resolute and prudent spirit on the part of our responsible and enlightened 
fellow citizens, cheerfully acknowledging and defending the equal, civil, and i)olitical 
rights of all our citizens, laying aside etiete traditions, and bending all their energies 
to the work of present reform, I confidently say, from my intimate knowledge of the 
present situation, that not only can the present dominant party be restrained from 
further abuse, but they can be controlled in the interest of those who look to the com- 
mon and permanent welfare of our State. 

Despair is folly ; doubt is weakness. Resolution, confidence, prudence, fairness, 
justice, are the qualities which the situation calls for. Our State can be saved — saved 
by peaceful, constitutional means ; and only by such means adopted by her own citizens 
can she be saved at all. 

You and I, at least, are ready for such a work. Who that loves his race or his State 
will refuse his aid ? 

With sentiments of high personal regard, I remain your obedient servant, 

D. H. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Colonel W. L. Trenholm, Charleston, S, C. 



Appendix Xo. 5. 

[From the Columbia Phoenix. April 4, IPGS, attachetl to the report of the proceedings of the democratic 
convention in Columbia, South Carolina, xVpril 2 and 3, 1868.] 

Amongst the papers submitted to the convention was the following address to the 
colored people of South Carolina. It was afterwards referred to the State central ex- 
ecutive committee, with discretion to publish. The committee has kindly furnished 
us with a copy : 

ADDRESS TO THE COLORED PEOPLE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The convention of the democratic party of South Carolina feels it a high and bounden 
duty to speak to you candidly and earnestly, and with no further ajjology than that 
our interests are to a certain extent identical. 

You have been suddenly put in position to exercise certain powers, the abuse of 
which may result disastrously to you and to us. It is impossihlc ijiat your present imwer 
can endure, wJwther you use it for good or ill. The white race already outnumbers you in 
the South. Disease has made the mortality among you twice what it is among the 
whites, and the rate is daily increasing. Emigration has carried off thousands of your 
color to distant States, while it already begins to fill their places with whites from 
Europe. Let not your pride, nor yet your pretended friends, flatter you into the belief 
that you ever can, or ever will, for any length of time, govern the white men of the 
South. The world has never seen such a spectacle, and its whole history, and espe- 
cially the history of your race, gives no ground for the anticii)ation. Perhaps, how- 
ever, you expect to attain power by the aid of the radical party at the North. The 
Almig-hty, in His wisdom, (perhaps to prevent the amalgamation of the separate races 
which He created and marked,) has implanted in every human breast a sentiment 
called the prejudice of race; and when this feeling is once aroused, it is one of the 
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strongest and most universal passions of our natures. When your race was among us 
as slaves, this. sentiment slumbered, and only a eompassion ibr you influenced every 
honest heart — those among your masters — to treat you kindly ; those who believed you 
^vroncfed, to desire to set you free. When you Avere set free, eompassion ceased to 
exist. When undue power Avas given you by the radical i)arty, (from motives which 
all men appreciated and despised,) prejudice of race sprang up. The whites of this 
State endeavored to allay it — here, at least — by inviting you to a course and a compro- 
mise which would have given it nothing to feed upon. 'But their efforts resulted in 
such an utter failure that it would be inortifying had it not been a Christian duty to 
make the effort. Every step of your political career, so far, has cultivated this preju- 
dice, until it now si>eaks aloud in England, and is already rapidly changing the poli- 
tics of the entire North. This is the odium which must soon prove the death of the 
radical party. It is too strong to be resisted, being the operation of a law of nature. 
Do yon not see it even in your white radical friends, in spite of their industrious efforts 
to conceal it, so long as they have use for you ? Is it not apparent, also, in the officers, 
and even the very private soldiers of the army, whose bayonets still prop up your 
X)Ower, only because they are paid to do it f Do you flatter yourselves that your 
''Loyal Leagues" can prevail against it? "Blood is thicker than water," and the 
league which the Almighty has organized is one to which there will be no traitors, 
when once an issue is fairly made. 

To repeat, then, as we began : Your present power must surely and soon pass from 
you. Nothing that it builds will stand, and nothing will remain of it but the pre- 
judices it may create. It is, therefore, a ihost dangerous tool that you are handling. 
Your leaders, both white and black, are using your votes for nothing Imt their individ- 
ual gain. Many of them you have only known heretofore to despise and mistrust, 
until commanded by your Leagues to vote for them. Oflices and salaries for themselves 
are the heights of their ambitious ; and so they make hay while the sun shines, they 
care not 'who is caught in the storm that follows. Already they have driven away all 
capital and credit from the South ; and while they draw §11 a day, thousands among 
you are thrown out of employment, and starve simply for lack of work. What few 
ienterprises are carried on are only the work of southern men, who have faith that the 
liresent state of affairs is but temporary. The world does not offer better opportunities 
for the employment of capital than are to be found in the South, but will your radical 
friends send their money here to invest ? Not one dollar. They would just as soon 
venture on investments in Hayti or Liberia, as commit their money to the influence of 
your legislation. Capital has learned to shun it as a deadly plague. 

We, therefore, urge'and warn you by all the ties of our former relations, still strong 
and binding in thousands of cases, by a common Christianity and by the nuitual wel- 
fare of our two races, whom Providence has thrown tog(^ther, to beware of the course 
on which your leaders are urging you, in a blind folly which Avill surely ruin both you 
and them. 

We do not pretend to be better friends to your race than we are to ourselves, aiul we 
only speak where we are not invited, because yQur welfare concerns ours. If you 
destroy yourselves, you injure us, and though but little, eompai ed with the harm you 
will do yourselves, we would, if we could, avert the whole danger. 
. We are not in any condition to make you any promises, or to propose to make you 
compromises. We can do nothing but a\vait the course of events ; but this we do 
without the slightest misgiving or apprehension for ourselves. We shall not give uj) 
our country, and time will soon restore our control of it. But we earnestly caution 
you, and beg you, in the meanwhile, to beware of the use you make of your temporary 
X)ower. Remember that your race has nothing to gain and everything to lose, if you 
invoke that prejudice of race, which, since the world was made, has ever driven the 
weaker tribe to the wall. Forsake, then, the wicked and stupid men who would involve 
you in this folly, and make to yourselves fi:iends and not enemies of the w hite citizens 
of South Carolina. 



[Appendix No. 6.] 

[From Mis. Doc. No. 18, 41st Conf?., 1st sess., House of Eeps. ; papers in the case of S. L. Hoge vs. J. 
P. Heed, third congressional district, South Carolina.l 

PROCLAMATION OF GOVERNOR SCOTT. 

By his excellency Bohert it. Scott, governor of South Carolina : 

Whereas reports are being daily received at this department, and particularly from 
the counties of Abbeville, Anderson, Edgefield, Lexington, Newberry, Chester, 
Laurens, Union, York, and Darlington, that the laws are being violated, and the 
officers of the law set at defiance ; that peaceful and unoffending citizens are murdered 
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in cold blood, and the murderers not only permitted but aided to escape from justice ; 
that families Lave been forced to abandon their homes and property by fear of vio- 
lence ; that tho authority of the Stat<^ government is openly derided and denied ; that 
threats of violence, and even of death, are uttered ajjjainst prominent members of the 
repnblican party, if they shall attempt to visit their districts for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the political questions of the day; that declarations are openly made by per- 
sons calling themselves democrats of their determination not to permit their j)olitical 
opponents to vote at the ensuing election ; and, to enable them to effect their pur- 
l)oses and to overawe the people, largo quantities of lire-arins, of the most improved 
description, have been brought into the State and secretly distributed; that the 
])nb]ic highways are picketed and patrolled by armed men, who stop and interro- 
gate passengers, frequently abusing and assaulting those who differ with them in 
political oi)inion ; and especially is there apparent a systematic effort, by abuse and 
intimidation, to deter colored persons from the exercise of the elective franchise; and 
all this in transgression of law, in derogation of the peace and dignity of the Common- 
wealth, and in violation of the rights of the citizens. 

The right of sntfrage belongs equally to the white and colored race, and all must be 
protected in its free and peaceful exercise. Fraud or violence may vitiate the returns 
of any imll where they may be perpetrated, and I call upon all good citizens to aid the 
officers of the hnv in their efforts to maintain the peace and preserve the independence 
and purity of the ballot-box. 

The State government, of which I am the executive head, is not only dc facto but 
dcjurc, and commands the allegiance of all within its territorial limits. It is inde- 
l)endent of Federal legislation and of the Federal judiciary, whose powers are defined 
by tlie Constitution to be " judicial " and not political." Its sovereignty and its honor 
are in its own keeping; and the rights granted and conferred by it can only be affected 
or subverted by a change in the organic la^v, in obedience to the wishes oV the people 
of the State acting in their sovereign capacity in a convention called for the purpose. 
To resist tlie laws of the State, represented by its legally constituted officers, is an 
offense of the gravest character ; and armed resistance is treason. 

Now. therefore, I, Robert K. Scott, governor of the State of South Carolina, do 
hereby issue this my proclamation, enjoining and commanding all magistrates, sheriffs, 
and other officers of the i^eace, in their respective counties, to be faithful, vigilant, and 
active in the discharge of their duties, and to report x^i'oiiiptly to this department 
every case where they are obstructed or resisted in doing so ; and in the event of resist- 
ance or assault, they are directed to apply to the nearest military post of United 
States troops for aid and cooperation in enforcing the laws and maintaining the public 
l>eace. In case of failure on the part of magistrates, sheriffs, and officers of the i^eace 
to perform these duties promjitly and efficiently, either from neglect or sympathy with 
the wrongdoers, they will be promptly removed and their places tilled by men loyal 
to the State and faithful in the discharge of their obligations to the community. 

And I do earnestly appeal to the law-abiding people of the State, to those who are 
identified and interested in her reimtation and prosperity, to all who are opposed to 
violence and bloodshed, and to a condition of riot and anarchy in which life and 
proi)erty are alike insecure, that they will aid me in my efforts to maintain the 
suiuemacy of the law and the rights of the people, by discountenancing and denounc- 
ing all violence and outrage, and by assisting the magistrates and peace officers in 
arresting the i^erpetrators thereof, so that they may be brought to condign xuiuish- 
ment. 

In the eye of the law, the rights of every citizen, Avhite and colored, are equally 
sacred and equally entitled to protection and vindication ; and it is ray duty and 
determination to use all the powers at my disposal for that purpose. And if my 
♦efforts to accomplish this by i)eaceable means are frustrated by turbulent and lawless 
men resisting the executive authority in the persons of its officers, I shall be com- 
l>elled, however reluctantly, to arm and organize a sufficient force of loyal citizens to 
overcome that resistance ; and the responsibility of the consequence, however disastrous 
and deplorable, must rest upon the heads of those who provoke them. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of the 
State to be afiixed, at Columbia, this 20th day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, and in the ninety-third year of the independ- 
ence of the United States of America. 

[SEAL.] ' EGBERT K. SCOTT, Governor. 

F. L. Cardozo, Secretary of State. 

Proclamation hy Ms exeeUeiwy Itohert K. Scotty governor of the State of South Carolina. 

•Whereas information has been received at this department of divers atrocious and 
cold-blooded murders perpetrated on peaceable, unoffending citizens of this Conmion- 
wealth, viz : 

A willful murder was perpetrated at Laurensville, on the 3d of September, on the 
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body of Tabby Simpson, freed iii tan, by Walter H. Eichleberger, who has fled from 
justice. The murderer is about 25 or 28 years of age, round fiice, prominent eyes, 
dark hair, about five feet seven or eight inches in height, and weiglis about 140 or^l45 
pounds. A reward of §2,500 will be paid for his apprehension and lodgment in any 
jail of this State, with proofs to convict. 

A freedman ntimed Johnson Gloscoe was deliberately shot doAvn and murdered in 
the town of Newberry, on the 25th of September last, by a number of j)ersons 
unknown. The assassins fled from justice, and in order that they may be brought to 
punishment, I hereby offer a reward of ^2,500 for their apprehension or the appre- 
hension of either of them, to be delivered in any jail of this State, with proofs to 
convict. 

Hon. James Martin, a representative in the general assembly from the county of 
Abbeville, was shot down in cold blood and murdered on the public highway, about 
four miles from the town of Abbeville, on the 5th of October, by a gang of ruffians 
who followed him for the purpose. I hereby ofier a reward of §5,000 for the apjire- 
hension of the murderers or the apprehension of either of them, to be delivered in any 
jail of this State, wuth proof to convict. 

Hon. B. F. Randolph, a senator in the general assembly, from Orangeburgh, was 
assassinated at the railroad depot, at Hodges's Station, on the Greenville and Columbia 
Railroad, on the afternoon of the 16th instant, in the presence of a crowd of spectators 
and passengers, and the murderers were permitted to mount their horses and leisurely 
escape. $5,000 will be pa'd for their apprehension, or either of them, upon their 
delivery in any jail of this State, with x^roofs to convict. 

A proportionate reward will be i^aid for information that Avill lead to the arrest of 
any of the murderers; and any one person who has participated therein will bo 
exempted from punishment and be liberally rcAvarded by giving such information as 
may lead to the arrest and conviction of his accomplices. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of the 
State to be affixed, at Columbia, this 20th day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, and in the ninety-third year of the independ- 
ence of the United States of America. 

[SEAL.] ROBERT K, SCOTT, 

Governor State of South Carolina. 

F. L. Cardozo, Secretary of State. 



Appendix No. 7. 

[From Mis. Doc, Ho. of Heps., 41st Cong., 1st sess. ; Hoge vs. HeetT, contested election.l 
William K. Tolbert, of lawful age, being duly sworn, says : 

Question. What is your name and where do you reside, and your occupation. — 
Answer. I live at Greenwood, Al)beville County, South Carolina ; farming. 

Q. How long have you lived in Abbeville County ? — A. All my life. 

Q. Were you in Abbeville County during the months of July, August, September, 
October, and November, lj^(>8 ? — A. 1 was. 

Q. How old are you ? — A. Twenty-nine years old, 

Q. Did you belong to either of the political parties during the last campaign ? — 
A. I did, sir, 
Q. To which one ? — A. A democrat. 

Q. How was the democratic party organized in Abbeville County ? — A. Into clubs j 
democratic clubs. 

Q. Did you belong to one of those clubs ? — A. Yes ; to Greenwood club. 

Q. Where did your club hold its meetings ? — A. At the depot ; met once a week. 

Q. Were your meetings public ? — A. Public to democrats, but not to radicals. No 
radicals allow^ed to come in. 

Q. Did you take an oath as a member of those clubs ? — A. Not when I joined. 

Q, Was there any secret organization connected with those clubs? — A. Yes, sir; 
connnittees were appointed which met in secret, and they appointed men to patrol in 
each different neighborhood. 

Q. For what purpose were these men detailed to patrol ? — A. To find out where the 
negroes where holding Union Leagues. 

Q. They were instructed, you say, to patrol these neighborhoods; what other in- 
structions had they, if any ? — A. To^ break them up ; kill the leaders ; tire into them 
and kill the leader if they could. 

Q. Were those the instructions given in all the clubs ? — A. Can't say throughout the 
county, but believe they were. 

Q. Were those instructions given and enforced at any time, and put in execution, 
against any of the Union Leagues in Abbeville? — A. They patroled for them, but 
could not find where any were held. 
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Q. Wore there any other instructions given to these eommittees hy the ilemo- 
cratie clubs in rehition to the eh'ction to bo hehl on the 3(1 Xoveniber? — A. Yes, sir. 
The (Iny before the election the tickets were taken a \y ay from the repnblican party, 
from those who had charj^e of the tickets, by these committees. The committees were 
seavchin^ for them the night before the election, taking them wlierever they could find 
them. 1 was one of thega'igs mys( If. Ten or eleven were with me I was a member 
of the connnittee myself. Destroyed the tickets. All of us were armed, 

Q. What weie your instructions if the persons having the tickets in charge refused 
to give them up ? — A. Shoot them and take thera by force. 

Q. Were you well acquainted throughout the county? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you the means of knowing, and do you know, what was the political 
sentiments of the negro population in that county, and how they would have voted 
if they had been allowed to vote ? — A. There were at least four colored votes to one 
white vote in the county. They would have voted for the republieau candidate — for 
you — at least ninety-nine out of each liundred. I mean by you, Iloge. 

Q. Where were you on the day of election, 3d Novcniber, 186^? — A. In fore part 
of day at a voting precinct, Greenwood, in Abbeville County. A courier came in from 
Whitehall precinct, Abbeville County, saying they were fighting there— this was 
about 1 o'clock — and that the republicans were about whipping. A squad of us, armed— 
about 30 besides myself — were sent there. When we got there the republicans were 
all gone, except one, v ho was lying there dead. Heard that others were wounded. 
Tbere had been some shooting : don't know if the republicans shot. No -v^^hite man 
was shot. Only two colored men were allowed to vote bc^tbre shooting commenced at 
Whitehall. 

Q. About how many colored men usually voted at that precinct ? — A. Some 400 or 
500. 

Q. HowTvould those 400 or 500 men have voted if they had been allowed to vote? — A. 
They would have voted the republican ticket, and voted for Judge Hoge for Cougress. 

Q. Did any persons who were non-residents of Abbeville County vote at White- 
hall f — A. Not as I know of. 

Q. Did the democrats come to the Whitehall polling precinct armed on the day of 
the election ? — A. Every one, so far as I know. It was a general understanding through- 
out the county that all were to go armed. 

Q. State w^hat occurred at Greenwood precinct up to the time you left to go to 
Whitehall. — A. Well, the negroes, to the number of about 400 voters, in Abbeville 
County, assembled about 150 yards from the polls. The ^vhite men, democrats, were 
all around the door. Captain J. G. Boozer was sitting right by the door to examine 
the tickets. Don't know whether Boozer was appointed. He was there for that busi- 
ness. Two. republicans, colored men, came up to vote. They came from the main 
body. He said, " Let me see your papers." They pulled out the republican tickets, 
with Hogc's name on them for Congress. He told them that they could not vote them 
sort there; they would have to go somewhere else to vote those papers. Boozer was 
armed. They turned back to the main body, who saw that there was no chance to 
vote ; so they disbanded and went home, about 400 of them, all voters in Abbeville 
County. 

Q. Who would those men have voted for if they had been allowed to vote ? — A. For 
the republican ticket, of course ; for Judge Hoge for Congress. 

Q. You say there were 400 to 500 voters at Whitehall, only two of whom were allowed 
to vote. Were they legal voters in x^bbeville County, and for whom would they have 
voted if they had been allowed to vote ?— A. They were legal voters in Abbeville 
County, and would have voted for Judge Hoge for Congress, and for the republican 
Ticket. 

Q. Did any non-resident of Abbeville County vote at Greenwood ? — A. No, sir ; none 
that I know of. 

Q. Were the republican tickets taken by any member of the democratic party from 
the messenger who had them in charge, while on his way to 96th i)recinct ; and if so, 
what was done with the tickets ?— A. Yes ; they were taken away by John G. Boozer, 
Avho distributed them among white men, and destroyed many of them ; all were des- 
troyed after looking at them. 

Q. Was there any understanding among the democrats as to what they would do at 
Greenwood if the colored men insisted upon voting ?— A. Yes ; a clear understanding 
that the democrats would force them from the polls if they undertook to vote— force 
them by arms ; we were all armed, and intended if they rushed in we would rush them 
back, siiootiug into them ; can't say if it was a general understanding throughout the 
county ; I believe it was. 

Q. From your knowledge of the people of Abbeville County, at a fair election would 
I have got a majority of votes in that county ?— A. Yes, sir ; a majority of at least 
twelve to fifteen hundred. 

(Objected to.) 

State if it was safe for republican speakers to canvass that county.— -A. No, sir ; 
it Vv-as not safe. 
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Q. AVbat was the general understanding as to how republican speakers were to be 
treated ? — A. Shoot them ; kill them ; stop it. 

Q. State if, in accordance with that general understanding in the county, any repub- 
lican leaders or speakers were killed or shot. — A. There were. 

Q. About how juauy men were shot or killed in Abbeville during the months from 
July, 1868, to day of election ? — A. There were— let us sec — I know of four that were 
shot ; one got over it; three were killed; several others were shot and \Younded, but I 
don^t know the persons. 

Q. State if the persons were shot because they were republicans. — A. They were 
killed because of the influence they had with others in the republican party, and 
because they were members of the republican party. 

Q. Give the names of the three men that were killed, — A. Martin — James Martin, a 
member of the general assembly, a resident of Abbeville County ; B. F. Randolph, 
republican speaker, who came there with Judge Hoge— don't know whether he was a 
State senator or not ; the other man — I don't remember his name — he was killed at 
Whitehall election day ; I saw him. 

Q. State if it was the intention to kill me at the same time as Randolph. — A. Don't 
know ; the people said you ought to be killed — that Judge Hoge ought to be killed. 

Q. What did they mean when they said that a man ought to be killed ? — A. They 
meant to kill him if they got a chance. 

Q. State where Mr. Randolph was killed.— A. At Hodges's Depot, in Abbeville 
County. • 

Q. Are you well known at Hodges's Depot ? — A. Yes ; well known by everybody. 
Q. State the date when Mr. Randolph was killed. — A. I think on the 16th October, 
1868. 

Q. At what time in the day was he killed ? — A. About 1 or 2 o'clock, in the daytime. 

Q. Were you present '? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Were you disguised in any way ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did citizens living at Hodges's Depot recognize you at that time and see you ? — 
A. Yes, sir ; both saw and recognized me. I talked with half a dozen of them — Fletch. 
Hodges, Laugdon Connor, Jim Cochran. 

Q. State how you happened to be at Hodges's Depot the day Randolj)h was killed. — 
A. I heard he was going to make a speech there, and I went up to hear it. When I 
got there they told me he was not going to speak there — that he had gone up to Abbe- 
ville Court-House, and was going to Anderson that night— afternoon — on the train. 
Joshua Logan and J. W^. Talbert came to the depot with me. Both were well known 
at Hodges's Depot. 

Q. State what was done by you, and by Talbert, and Logan, and what was said and 
done by others until the train arrived from Abbeville, and what was done after the 
train did arrive at Hodges's Depot. — A. When we arrived there, we found a crowd of 
men, some eight or ten besides our number. We commenced talking about Randolph ; 
that he had threatened to Colonel Aiken to burn up the State ; that he could do it iu 
three words, and that we must kill him. Laugdon Connor and Fletcher Hodges said 
this to us after we came uji. Wo all were armed. I mean all at Hodges's De])()T. 
They put U}) a target and we all shot off our pistols at it. We did it to reload our pis- 
tols, so as to be sure that they would fire, being freshly loaded. They put it on Logan, 
Talbert, and myself to do the shooting, saying that as we did not live there the negroes 
would not know us ; if any more shooting was to be done, they would do it ; that if 
* Randolph's guard fired on us, they would fire on them. When the train came in, 
Laugdon Connor went to the conductor aud asked him if Randolph was on board, and 
he came back and said he was on the train. The train ran up to the side of the plat- 
form. Randolph was sitting by the door of the car. The rest all went to the upper 
end of the j)latform and got on the platform ; I went to the lower end; just at this 
time the Greeneville train ran up. Randolph immediately changed cars, and walked 
back into the last passenger coach and took his seat. James Cochran stej^ped up to me 
at that time and says. Bill, you fellows ought to have been disguised. I said, Jim, 
what do you think of it, anyhow ? He says, he ought to be killed, and now is the time 
to do it — right now. Fletch. Hodges came up with a roll of money in his hand, and 
says, as soon as you do it, we give you this, and we will back you ; if there is any 
more shooting we Avill do it. By this time Randolph had got ofi' his seat and walked 
out on the platform of the car. Johu Brooks came up with his pistol in his hand, and 
he says now is your time ; here he stands on the platform, and he pointed him out to 
me. Logan, Talbert, and myself done the shooting — we all three shot him, and he was 
killed dead, and Langdon Conners told us to go on, they would do the balance ; he had 
his pistol in his hand. We got on our horses and road otf. 

Q. Did any persons living at Hodges's Depot attemjit to arrest you ? — A, No, sir ; we 
went to Alick Ellis's, about two and one-half miles off. He Avas not at home. We 
wanted to see him on business. He was at Cokesburgh. Logan and Talbert went to 
Cokesburgh to see him,^and found him there in a democratic meeting. They came back 
to Alick Ellis's with him. They told me that Randolph's name was brought up in the 
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democratic meeting as to what they would do with him. Some said cut him iip and 
feed liim to the dogs. Others said they wonhl box huu up and exjjress Inm to Gov- 
ernor .Scott as a present. Ellis knew that he was killed, and killed by ns, and that 
some of the members of the democratic club saw it done — saw liandolph killed. (Wit- 
ness is here warned by the respondent's counsel to sjjeak only from his own knowledge.) 
I speak from my own knowledge. 
Q. Wei-e any of the members of the democratic club present when the shooting took 

1) lae<' ?— A. Yes. 

Q. Did they say anything about the shooting? — A. They advised me to shoot him^ 
to kill him and they would back me in it* . 

Q. State the names of some of the members of the democratic club who were pres- 
ent and advised the shooting. — A. James Cochran, Langdon Connor, and Fletch. Hodges, 
are three that I remember. Don't know that there was a coronei-^s inquest ; was 
told thvYo was one ; was told the foreman of the jury ; don't know who was on it. 

Q. Were you in that neighborhood on the next day ? — A. I was at Greenwood the 
next day. not in neighborhood of llodges's. 

Q. Was there anything said about killing me ? — A. I have heard men say there that 
you ought to be killed, you were no better than Randolph, but did not hear any one 
say that they would or would not kill you. 

*Q. In your oi)iniou, if 1 had been in the passenger cars the next day would I have 
been killed at Ander.srn, Belton, Greenwood, Cokesburgh, or llodges's Depot, or at either 
of them, on my way down to Columbia from Anderson f 

(Question objected to because it is an opinion without any facts.) 

A. Yes ; I believe that you would have been killed if you had been with Raudoli^li 
at llodges's Dex^ot. Has every reason to believe it from his own knowledge of things 
at Hodges s. 

Q. Who did you vote for for Congress ? — A. The democratic ticket — for Jacob P. Reed 
for Congress. 

At 7-^ o'clock the court adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. on February 13. 

February 13, 1860—9 a. m. 

Cross-examination by J. D. Pope for respondent: 
Q. Where are you now staying ? — A. In jail, in Columbia. 

Q. What are you doing in jail? — A. I am in jail for being connected with the mur- 
ler of Randolph, and knowing to the murder of Martin. 
(Witness is shown a in-intcd proclamation of Governor Scott, marked A, and made a 

2) art of these proceedings by the counsel of respondent.) 

Q. Do you identify that proclamation ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Were you arrested under that proclamation ? — A. I was not arrested, but sur- 
rendered. 

Q. To whom did you surrender? — A. To Lem. L. Guffiu, deputy State constable. 

Q. What induced you to surrender ? — A. I was tired of living in the way I was — 
under the dread I was ; I was- convinced that I had done wrong, and wanted to get 
XKirdoni'd for it if I could. 

Q. Was any reward or hope of reward offered to you for surrender? — A. I was told 
by people that I would be pardoned if I surrendered; no money reward was offered 
me ; I told Guffiu all I wanted was to be pardoned, to get shut of it. 

Q. Have you been told, at any time since your arrest, that if you confessed the whole 
matter you. would be pardoned ? — A. Gnffin told me, the day I came down, if I made 
a clean breast of it, 1 would be pardoned, he thought. 

Q. Were you in irons when he told you this? — A. I was not in irons; I was a pris- 
oner ; had given myself up. 

Q. Have you ever been in irons since ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you been a close prisoner ever since? — A. Yes, sir; in jail ever since, iu 
close ]>rison. 

Q. Did Guffin or anybody else tell you if you did not make a clean breast of it that it 
would ha worse for you ? — A. No, sir ; Guffin and no one else. 

Q. Has no one else held out hope of pardon to you since you have been in jail ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. How long have you been iu jail ? — A. Since 11th January, 18G9. 
Q. Do you not now' have a hope of pardon ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do yon expect to be brought to trial for the crimes of which you have been 
guilty ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you been told if you would turn State's evidence that you would bo dis- 
charged ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When you made your confession, did you not hope to be discharged ? — A. Y"es, sir. 

Q. Ha^'e josh. Logan and J. W. Tolbert been arrested, or are they at large ? — A. 
They have not been arrested, that I know of. 

Q.' Are they still in Abbeville County ?— A. I do not know. 
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Q. Have you ever made a statement, and to whom, of the faets stated upon this 
examination ? — A. Yes, to Captain Hubbard. 

Q. Did Captain Hubbard hold out to you the idea that you would be pardoned if you 
confessed the whole matter ? — A. Yes, if he told the whole truth. 

(Witness recalled by Judge Ho«xe.) 

Q. State if there existed in Abbeville, or in any other of the counties in the third 
congressional district of South Carolina, an organization known as the Ku-Kiux 
Klan. — A. There was in Abbeville district, (county.) 

Q. Did that organization exist in other counties f — A. I do not know it of my own 
knowledge, but from pass-words and signs it did, given by members that I knew by 
signs to belong to the Klan in other counties. 

Q. Was that a secret organization? — A. It was. 

Q. Was it a political organization ? — A. It was a political organization of the demo- 
cratic party. 

Q. Did tiiat political organization of the democratic party known as the Ku-Klux 
Klan exist in all the counties of the third congressional district ? — A. I can speak that 
it existed in Edgefield, Abbeville, and Laurens. 

Q. Did iiarties joining that organization in Abbeville and other counties take an 
oath upon joining? — A. They did. 

Q. About what proportion of the members of the democratic party in Abbeville 
belonged to that Klan ? — A. Nearly all. 

Q. Name some of them. — A. Captain J. G. Boozer, D. Cresswell, Fletch Hodges, 
Langdon Conner, Bob Stansler ; don't know that D. W^yatt Aiken. 

Q. What w^ere the objects anct intsntions of that organization of the democratic 
I)arty known as the Ku-Klux Klan ? — A. To regulate the republican party, break it up 
if they could, and strengthen the democratic i^arty. 

Q. What means were they to use in order to break up the republican party ? — A. 
Kill out the leaders of the republican party, and drive them out of the State. 

Q. Did every member, upon joining that Klan, take an oath to carry oat those prin- 
ciples ? — A. The oath taken was this, to do whatever their leader ordered them to do. 

Q. State if those organizations were officered ; if so, state what those officers were 
called. — A. We had a leader in every organization ; he was known as the captain of 
the company. 

Q. W^ere you sworn to obey the orders of the captain of your company? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did the captain of your company give you any orders in regard to killing presi- 
dents of Union Leagues and leaders of the republican, party, and speakers of the 
same?— A. Yes, sir, he did ; he told us to find out when the Leagues met, and to lire 
into them, and kill their president if w^e could. 

Q. Were those orders carried out and enforced by the members of the company as 
far as possible ? — A. Yes, they were. 

Q. Was it understood that Mr. Randolph was the president of the Union Leagues and 
engaged in organizing them ? — A. Yes, sir; he was the man that organized the Union 
Leagues in South 'Carolina, and that was one of the reasons why he was killed. 

Q. State if you had any orders from the captain of your company in regard to allow- 
ing negroes to vote on the 3d November, 1868 ; if so, what those orders were. — A. We 
had a meeting the night before the election ; had orders from our captain to come 
early to the precinct next morning armed, and not allow a negro republican to cast a 
.vote ; to try to persuade them to vote the democratic ticket, and if they insisted upon 
voting, to force them back — to fight them, kill them, shoot them. 

Q. What was the name of the captain of your company, and how many members 
belonged to your company ? — A. John G. Boozer was the captain ; about 20 that I 
know, but there were more than that. 

W. K. TOLBERT. 
Mr. Pope, counsel for respondent, declines any cross-examination. 



Appendix No. 8. 

[From the Columbia Phoenix, July 26, 1868, reprinted from the Charleston Mercury of July 25, 1868.] 
General Hampton spoke in substance as follows : 

Fellow- Citizens or Charleston: I thank you from the ^bottom of my heart for 
the kind reception which you have vouchsafed me, and I only regret that my voice is 
not strong enough to make myself heard by all of you, that I might tell you how pro- 
foundly I am touched by this manifestation of your kindness. I have been suifering 
for days with a very severe cold, and I will not be able to say much; but I hope that 
you will not on that account think that I feel less. 

I recognize on all occasions the right of the people to demand from their representa- 
tives an account of their stewardship ; and I am, therefore, hero to render an account 
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of mine as a candidate to the National Democratic Convention. This rerrsou would 
have been of itself sufficient to brin^r mo to Charleston ; but there were others of a 
personal character which induced me to visit Charleston at the present time. Four 
years — during which a nation has died ; four years, in which horror, ruin, and shame 
have come upon us — have passed since I was last in this noble, battle-scarred old city. 
Then, proudly erect, and flushed with victory, she stood holding the key to the rest of 
our State, and proudly defying her enemies. 

Well, gentlemen, as I cannot tax my voice furtlier, I will only givo an account of 
what transpired in New York — of how the platform, on which we can now all stand, 
was made. You recollect that the committee on the platform was composed of ono 
member from each State. When we tirst met, there were naturally great differences 
of opinion. xVmong the resolutions offered was one declaring that the right of suffrage 
was purely a matter for State legislation. There were men there, too, who told us that 
it was good democratic "doctrine. I agreed that it was good democratic doctrine, but 
asserted that it was necessary to define who formed the States ; to establish guards 
and limits by which we could go back to some certain period in our history and say 
who were the citizens. I therefore asked them to declare that the question of the 
right of suffrage belonged to the State governments that existed up to 1865. Some 
doubts, however, were expressed of the poliSr of such a declaration. Gentlemen from 
the North, South, East, and West, all showed the greatest disposition to act in har- 
mony. I am tree to coTifess that they met us everywhere with cordiality and good-will. 
In fact, they declared their willingness to give us everything we could desire, but they 
begged us to remember that they had a great fi^ht to make at the North, and they 
therefore besought us not to load the platform with a weight that they could not carry 
against the prejudices which they had to encounter. Help them once to gain the 
X)ower, and then they would do their utmost to relieve the Southern States, and restore 
to us the Union and Constitution as it had existed previous to the war. I could not 
fail to reciprocate their kindness, and I felt that I represented my people in so doing. 
I therefore withdrew my resolution, and consented to that offered by the distinguished 
Bayard, of Delaware, that suffrage was a matter for State legislation," provided that 
they allow me to add three words. They agreed to this, and I then added the clause 
which you will find embodied in the platform : "And we declare that the reconstruc- 
tion acts are unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void." That is my plank in the 
platform. The great democratic party being pledged to that declaration, I wanted noth- 
ing else. I could wait in patience for their triumph, to show us how it was to be worked 
out in their own good time. That the right of suffrage belongs to the States, is a 
])oliey that suits us, when the great democratic party is pledged to the declaration 
that the reconstruction acts are unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void ; especially 
when every member of the party, and the warmest are from the North, is ready to take 
it u)) and carry it out. 

The platform breathes not only a spirit of kindness and conciliation, but of magna- 
nimity. This same spirit, toe, actuated not only your convention, but that great body 
of the sailors and soldiers of the Federal Army that met in New York at the same time; 
men who, believing that they were right, as v/e thought we were right, fought for their 
cause as we fought for ours. Tfie war being over, and their ends gained, they met us 
as brave and honorable men should be met. They hold out the right hand of concilia- 
tion and friendship, and I for one am willing to accept the hand of a man who fought 
for his cause and State as I fought for mine; of the man who, believing as he does, 
stands now upon the platform of the democratic party, and with the hand which once ' 
held the sword, now offers the olive-branch of peace. I accept all such as comrades 
in the great battle which we are now fighting for liberty and constitutional govern- 
ment. I yield to none in devotion to the lost cause. I woujd never be the traitor to 
ignore my i^ast acts, and seek base i^romotiou by a dastardly denial of my principles. 
But I am willing always to welcome those who, having fought only for honor and the 
Constitution, now meet us as friends and brothers. 

(Here General Hampton became very hoarse, and despite the long rest given him by 
the tremendous and continued api)lause of the multitude of auditors, found it almost 
impossible to continue.) 

Gentlemen, it is impossible for me to go on. (A voice : " We've all night before us.") 
I would stand all night, but my throat is in that condition that every word I utter 
gives me pain. Anyhow, I only came to make an acknowledgment. Your distin- 
guished chairman can explain to you much better than I can the history of the con- 
vention.* I came, as I said, more to make my acknowledgments than anything else. 
I wish to grasp the hands of the comrades whom Charleston gave me in the great 
struggle for liberty. I wish to return my thanks for the many acts of kindness which 
I received from the citizens of Charleston, and to testify my deep and heartfelt appre- 
ciation of them, and to say that I shall ever strive to inake myself worthy of them. 
It may be years before I shall see you again. I may be removed from your midst* 
]3ut whatever fortune fate may have in store for me ; wherever my lot may bo cast ; 
whether kind fate shall peiToit me to remain in the country and among the peoi^lc I 
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love so weil, or if a sterner fate shall compel me to seek a home under other skies ; 
whenever, if ever,my niother,the State of South Carolina,shall call npon bcr sons together 
to rally to her defense, none will respond more cheerfully and promptly than myself. 

Whatever may he the developments of time and chance, I shall always, as now, 
remember my State and people in my prayers to Heaven, and call down upon them 
the richest and choicest blessings that God can bestow. Of your many acts of kind- 
ness, citizens of Charleston, none has touched me more than this. I can cherish the 
remembrance of it everywhere and always. I only wish that I had the voice to hasten, 
as I wish, the success of the ticket, for the sake of liberty and constitutional govern- 
ment. 

General H. was continually interrux)ted by the most unbounded applause. 



Appendix No. 9. 

[From the Columbia Phoenix, October 23, 18C8.] 

AYADE HAM?>TON'S VIEWS. 

In the following correspondence GeneranVado Hampton takes occasion to define his 
position, which has been so grossly misrepresented by the radical press : 

Stevens's Point, Wisconsin, September 28, 1868. 

General Wade Hampton : 

Dear Sir: In view of the importance attached to everything spoken by you, and 
the great efforts made to present you as still adhering to and anticipating ^ renewal 
of the " lost cause" in a struggle with the Government, and because I believe you are 
greatly misrepresented, and therefore you, and through you the mass of the southern 
people, are wronged, I write this with a view of obtaining from you a statement as 
to the real opinions you entertain wyton the issues of the war, its results and conse- 
quences, and also those of the people at large, whom you, to a great extent, represent. 
I need hardly add that this is intended for publication, and I truly hope you will not 
think it too much to comply with, if it can in any degree restora confidence between 
the i)eople of the two sections, and so, ultimately, real j)eace and prosperity. 
With great respect, 1 am yours, truly, 

G. L. PARK. 



Columbia, S. C, Ociolcr 17. 
My dear Sir : Absence from home and constant engagements have prevented an 
earlier reply to your letter, in which you ask me to give you " a statement of the real 
opinions you (I) entertain upon the issues of the war, its results and consequences, 
and those of the people at large, whom you, (I,) to a great extent, represent." If the 
mass of the northern i^eople have not been convinced of the pacific sentiments of the 
people of the South, by the authoritative action of our conventions and legislatures ; 
if the patriotic and truthful utterances of Robert E. Lee, indorsed, as they have been, 
with such entire unanimity by all the true men of the South, do not carry conviction, 
my words would, indeed, be powerless for good. But while I am profoundly impressed 
with this fact, it is due to* you that I should respond to your inquiries in the same 
spirit that prompts them. This I shall do frankly, in the" hope that all candid men 
among our opponents will grant me a fair hearing, and those who have so studiously 
perverted my sentiments and actions hitherto may at least give me credit for sincerity 
and honesty of purpose. First, then, as to " my real opinions as to the issues, results, 
and consequences of the war." The main issues involved in the war were secession 
and slavery ; the first, the primary one, the latter brought in at a later period. In 
regard to these, I adopt fully, and without reservation, the principles announced 
by the late National Democratic Convention in New York, and in the words of 
the platform promulgated there, I consider these '^questions as settled forever." 
I accept this as the result accomplished by the war, and as its logical and le«4itimate 
consequence. This I have done from the day the war closed, and I have coun- 
seled our people to look upon it in the same light. I was strongly in favor of the action 
taken by this State, conferring on the negro equal civil rights with the white man, and, 
more than a year ago, I advocated the policy of giving to him, as soon as we had the 
power to do so legitimately, suffrage based on qualification. The democratic conven- 
tion held here in April last, recognized him as an integral part of the body politic," 
and declared that it would, when our party came into power, grant him partial suffrage. 
The State Central Club has juat reaffirmed this declaration, and I have no doubt but 
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that this (ledaration is sustained hy a vast majority of the white eitizens of the State. 
We rej»ar(l the rcconstrnctiou acts as iiiicoiistitntioiial, but we h)ok for their overthrow 
not to violence, but, in the hmguage of a resohition nnanimonsly adopted by the demo- 
cratic party in convention assembled, to constitutional agencies and peaceful remedies 
alone." We invoke a decision on the constitutionality of these acts from the only tri- 
bunal competent to pronounce on them — the Sui)reme Court of the United States; 
and we are prepared, in good faith, to abide by that decision. It may not be inappro- 
]>riate here to correct a misrepresentation widely spread hy radical papers touching 
these acts. In these I have been charged with having " dictated that portion of the 
democratic platform relating to reconstruction. This charge I have more than once 
denied, and I do so again most emphatically. The sense in which I spoke of the words 
" unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void," as being my |)lank in the platform, referred 
to them as constituting the plnnk to which I, as well as any other southern man, clung 
for safety. To place this matter beyond all question, I shall state, briefly, the action 
of the convention on this point, and my agency in it. 

Several southern delegates ottered resolutions upon these reconstruction measures, 
upon which a d(d>ate arose. Northern delegates asked us not to press our resolutions, 
but to trust to the democratic party, when successful, to give us all the relief in their 
power. A distinguished gentleman from one of the northwestern States pronounced 
these acts "unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void," and urged ns to leiive this ques- 
tion to the democrati( i)arty for its proper solution. So anxious were the southern 
deh'gates to promote harmony — so solicitous were they to avoid any action that might 
endanger the success of that party, to which alone they could look for relief, that every 
one of them who had offered resolutions withdrew their resolutions at once. In with- 
drawing those I had the honor to submit, (and which, by the by, looked to the Supreme 
Court for the solution of this question of reconstruction,) I said the introduction of 
those three words into the platform would satisfy ns entirely, and that we would trust 
to the democratic party to relieve us from measures that we knew must ruin our coun- 
try. These words were subsequently introduced by a zealous and able delegate from 
that gallant New England State which has proved herself so ardent a supporter of the 
Constitution — brave little Connecticut. This is the precise history of this portion of 
the democratic platform. In alluding to it, as I did in an address to our people, my 
sole object was to show the spirit of conciliation that marked the action of the demo- 
cratic convention, how sincere the North was in assuring us of relief, and how cor- 
dially the South confided in these assurances. How radical ingenuity could have per- 
verted this into the charge of dictation " on the part of any southern delegate, I 
should have been at a loss to conceive, had I not knowu, from experience, how skillful, 
and, I regret to say, how unscrupulous that party has proved itself to be in the use of 
their patent weapons of x)arty warfare, misrepresentation and falsehood. 

You do me the honor to say that to "a large extent, I represent the southern people." 
As 1 cannot flatter myself that this is the case, I do not venture to speak for them; 
but it is my honest and sincere conviction that they desire, above all things, j;eace — a 
just and honorable peace — a just and equitable settlement of all the questions that 
distract the country. They ask only " truth, justice, and the Constitution." They seek 
only the rights guaranteed to every American citizen under the Constitution of their 
country. They recognized that Constitution, as amended, abolishing slavery forever. 
They are willing to treat the negro with kindness, giving to him every civil right,- and, 
I think, to accord to him such political privileges as he is titted to enjoy. They feel that 
their States should be restored to their old place in the Union, with all their rights, 
dignity, and equality unimpaired." They would be unworthy of themselves, if they 
consented to resume their places as inferiors; they would be unfit associates for the 
freemen of the North. If the people of the North wish to build up a strong and lasting 
Union, let them be magnanimous and generous to the South ; let them confide, more 
fully than they have done, to the honor of our people, and they will meet a cordial and 
heart-felt resjjonse. The future destiny of the republic is in the hands of the North, 
and upon their action it depends whether there is again to be a Union based on fraternal 
feelings, or one held together by the iron bands of military rule. We of the South are 
powerless to aid in the great struggle of constitutional liberty; but we cannot be indif- 
ferent spectators of a contest wdiich is to fix our fate for all time to come. I pray 
earnestly that wisdom and justice may direct those who are called on to decide the 
momentous question, and that God will, in His infinite mercy, give peace to our dis- 
tracted land. 

Thanking you for the kind terms in which you have been pleased to express yourself, 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WADE HAINIPTON. 

G. L. Park, Esq. 
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Appendix No. 16. • 

[From the Columbia Phoenix, October 30, 1868.] 

To tJie citizens of South Carolina: 

Fellow-citizens : The numerous complaints made to this department of murders 
and outrages, committed by wicked and inconsiderate persons, excited hy intense party 
feeling, made it my duty to issue the late proclamation, calling upon ali good and true 
men, without respect to political predilections, to unite in adetermijiation to discounte- 
nance and denounce lawlessness and violence, and in an effort to recover and maintain 
the good name that has heretofore been the heritage and tln^ pride of our beloved State. 
It is now my pleasing duty to congjatulate you upon the beneficial results that have 
ensued from the admirable and well-timed address of General Hampton and the execu- 
tive committee to' the democratic j)arty. In honest and impressive terms they have 
called on the people to support the laws, to preserve the peace, and to denounce those 
crimes which have so recently been committed in some portions of our State. These 
patriotic counsels cannot fail of having a wide and wholesome inliueuce in moderating 
the vehemence of feeling of those to whom they are authoritatively addressed, while 
they have quieted the apprehensions and conciliated the respect and good-will of their 
political opjiouents. This is certainly a just cause of congratulation to every well- 
wisher of the State, and it gives me unfeigned pleasure to acknowledge it, and to earn- 
estly invoke the cooperation of every member of the republican party in reciprocating, 
to the fullest extent, the pacific policy so admirably incnlcated by the democratic 
leaders. Let acrimonious and irritating discussions be avoided, and appeals be made 
to the intelligence and reason, and not to the fears or passions, of the community. 
Differ as we may in political sentiments, it is the dictate alike of wisdom and patriotism 
for all to appeal to, and confide in, the efficacy of peaceful remedies for political evils, 
actual or supposed. Let bear and forbear be our maxim, and so shall the peace, 
prosperity, and honor of our beloved State be maintained and perpetuated, and her 
time-honored escutcheon will be preserved, unsullied and undinimed, in all its original 
parity and lustre. 

ROBERT K. SCOTT, 

Governor. 



Appendix No. 11. 

fFrom the Columbia Phoenix, October 30, 18C8.] 
MANIFESTO FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA REPUBLICANS. 

To tlie repnhUcans of South Carolina : 

" Let ns have peace." So says our great and good leader, General Grant. So say all 
good republicans. So say we, the undersigned members of the republican party in 
South Carolina. We hold that the republican party is emphatically the party of peace 
and quiet, of law and order. We hold that any man who will commit or encourage 
violence or lawlessness is a criminal, and merits the unqualified condemnation of all 
good republicans. We censure, without reserve, all the recent acts of violence ; not 
only the horrible murders of Martin, Randolph, and Nance, of our own party, but also 
the firing upon Ward, at Newberry, and the acts of incendiarism at Abbeville and else- 
Avhere. If republicans have been engaged in any of these outrages, we denounce them 
as false to the principles of our party, and as criminals justly meriting the severest 
penalties of the law. Violence is only justified in self-defense, and never in retaliation 
or for revenge. It is the business of the laAv to punish crimes, and not of individuals. 

W^e hail with satisfaction the address of the democratic State central committee as 
the harbinger of better and more quiet times. We Avill gladly unite with the leaders 
of the democratic party in doing all in our power to prevent wicen diary language, to 
preserve the peace, to maintain order, and to assert the supremacy of the laws. We 
urge upon the leaders and speakers in the republican party the necessity of discounte- 
nancing and condemning violence on all occasions. We call upon every member of 
the republican party, white or colored, to abstain from all acts of retaliation and vio- 
lence, and to do all in his power to have guilty persons arrested and punished, whetlier 
they be rei^ublicans or democrats. Let not the good name and noble principles of the 
republican party be tarnished by acts of bloodshed or other crimes. Let it be seen 
that the republican party of the South, like that of the great republican party of the 
North, is the earnest and consistent advocate of law and order, of peace and harmony, 
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of humanity and justice. Let every republican be found ready to assert and vindicate 
his rights and his manhood at the ballot-box. But every good and true republican 
will scorn to violate the law. 

F. A. SAWYER. 

D. T. CORBIN. 

GEO. W. CLARK. 

R. C. DeLARGE. 

D. n. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Dr. a. G. MACKEY. 

A. J. RANSIER. 

B. O. DUNCAN. 
F. J. MOSES, Jr. 



Columbia, South CaroIina, July 21, 187 L 
JAMES I. CHRISTIE sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman: 

Question. [Submitting a paper.] Did you serve that subpoena on Da^dd Gist ; and if 
so, when ? 

Answer. I did, at 15 minutes past 9 o'clock on the 18th instant, Tuesday. 

Question. Did you serve it according to the indorsement on the subpcena? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I saw him at the depot the next morning, just as we were coming 
away, and inquired of him if he was going down. He replied in a very defiant man- 
ner,"'* No, I am not going." I replied that I had performed my duty, and that if he 
did not appear he must suffer the consequences. 

The subpoena above mentioned is as follows : 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA — CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

" To David Gist, greeting : 

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before the. 
sub-committee of the joint select committee to inquire into the condition of the late 
insurrectionary States, on Thursday, the 20th day of July, 1871, at 10 o'clock a. m., 
at their committee-room at Columbia, South Carolina, then and there to testify what 
you may know relative to the subject-matters under consideration by said committee. 

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties in 
such cases made and provided. 

To John R. French, Sergeant- a t-xVrms of the Senate of the United States, to serve 
and return. 

" Given under my hand, by order of the committee, this 18th day of July, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sfeventy-one. 

"JOHN SCOTT, 
" Cliairman of the Select Committee, 

• " Senate of the United States, 

" Office of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
" I do appoint and hereby empower James I. Christie to serve this subpoena, and to 
exercise all the authority in relation thereto with which I am vested by the within 
order. 

^' JOHN R. FRENCh, 
" Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United States, 

[Indorsement.] 

Unionville, South Carolina, July 18, 1871. 
" I served the within subpoena personally on the within named David Gist, at the 
National Hotel, Unionville, South Carolina, at nine o'clock and fifteen minutes (9.15) 
p. m., this eighteenth day of July, 1871. 

"JAIVIES I. CHRISTIE.'' 

The Chairman. I will also lay before the committee the following subpoena, served 
in the name of Clayton Camp, with the indorsement thereon : 

" united states of AMERICA — CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

To J. Banks Lyle, Clayton Camp, and P. Q. Camp, greeting : 

"Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before the 
sub-committee of tlie joint select committee to inquire into the condition of the late 
insurrectionary States, on Monday, the 17th day of Julv, 1871, at 10 o'clock a. m., at 
801 
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their committee-room at Unionville, South Carolina, then and there to testify what 
you may know rehitive to the subject-matters under consideration by said committee. 

" Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties in 
such cases provided. 

*'To John R. French, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United States, to serve 
and return. 

" Given under my hand, by order of the committee, this fourteenth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one. 

JOHN SCOTT, 
" Chairman of the Select Committee. 

Senate of the Uxited States, 

Offiec of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
I do appoint and hereby empower E. M. Williams to serve this subpoena, and to 
exercise all the authority in relation thereto with which I am vested by the within 
order. 

JOHN R. FRENCH, 
" Sergcant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United States. 

[Indorsement.] 

" Spartaxburgh, South Carolixa, Jnly 14, 1871. 

I served the within subpoena personally on Clayton Camp and P. Q. Camp, on 
this day, Friday, the fourteenth (14th) day of July, 1871, and I went to the residence 
of J. Banks Lyle, to serve it on him, aud was informed he had left this day with his 
family for North Carolina. 

So answers 

"E. M. WILLIAMS. 

"Sworn and subscribed as true before me this 14th day of July, 1871. 

"JOHN SCOTT.^' 



YoRKViLLE, South Carolixa, July 24, 1871. 
JOHN W. TOMLINSON sworu and examined. 

By the Ciiairmax : 
Question. Do you reside in this place ? 
Ansiver. I do. 

Question. How long have you resided here f 

ylnsiver. I was born and raised here. 

Question. What is your age ? 

Answer. Near thirty. 

Question. What is your occupation? 

Ansiver. Druggist. ■ 
Question. We desif-e to examine into the existence in this county, or in any portion 
of this State, if you have any knowledge of it, of any secret organization which has 
committed or encouraged violence in the State. Have you any knowledge of such an 
organization ? 

xLnsiver. I have not. I know of one man getting drunk and revealing the secrets of 
one organization at which I was present, but 1 do not know that that organization 
encourages violence. 

Question. What organization was that? 

Ansu-er. The Union League. David T. Barrett, or David Barrett, revealed the 
secrets of the Union League to two or three of us one evening. 

Question. Do you mean that you were a member of the Union League ? 

Answer. No, sir; I was present when he revealed it. I do not know that they 
encouraged violence any more than the ^lasouic or any other organization. 

Question. The Union League exists in this county ? 

Answei\ I could not say, because I had never been in a meeting. 

Question. So far as you know has it encouraged or directed violence in any part of 
the county or State ? 

Ansiver. So far as I know I do not know that it has, not being a member of it further 
than that book was concerned, which we gave back to the man. It was given back to 
the man, so I was informed, by Evan E. McCarter. * 

Question. Is there any organization in this county which is popularly known as Ku- 
Klux? 

Ansiver. Not that I know of. I do not kno-v\^ of it. 
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Qucsilou, Is tlierc any orp;ainzatiou known as the "Invisible Circle?" 
Ausivcr. Not to my knowledge. 

Qiitstiou, Any organization known as the "White Brotherhootl?" 

J?Mim*. Not to my knowledge. 

Qncfitiou. "The Constitntional Union Guards?" 

Aiibiver. Not to my knowledge. 

Qnefithn. Or the "Invisible Empire?" 

Jiisicer. Not to my knowledge. 

(Juctstiou. Are you a member of any secret organization in this county, except the 
Masons, to which you referred? 

Answer, I suppose I did join the " Sous of Temperance," but the organization broke 
up. That is the only secret organization I ever was a member of. 

Question. Are you a member of any other secret organization ? 

^bisicer. No, sir; I believe not; only the Masons. What I mean is the different 
lodges. 

Question. Do you know anything about the taking of ammunition from the office of 
the ]n"obate judge in this place ? 
Ansicer. I do not. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of when that was done? 

Answer. I could not tell the date for my life; but I remember the night and the cir- 
cumstance next morning, hearing it was done. That I know but I could not tell 
for my life the date. 

Question. Were you in the town on that occasion? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. W^here were you at that time? 

Answer. It was taken at night. I was in my room. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of who participated in it ? 

Answer. I have not. I have heard since, but of course I must not give rumors. 

Question. Have you any information from the declarations of the parties? 

Answer. I have not. I understand that a gentleman says he was in it. I do not 
know it. It was a street rumor. 

Question. Have you had any conversation with persons who participated ? 

Answer. I have not to my knowledge ; not in reference to it any way, because it did 
not interest me. 

Question. Were you in the ba.ck room of McCaffrey's store in this place with Mr. 
Bloodworth and ilr. Hanis on the night preceding that occurrence, or shortly before 
it took place? ' 

Answer. I think not ; I know not, for this reason: I was at the auction-room the 
next morning, and hearing of the occurrence, it made me think what would be, having 
been in the office the night before. I was in the office the night it was broken open, 
with ^Ir. Harris, and I supi)ose we were the last men in the office. I do not know of 
any others. 

Question. In which office ? 

A nswer. In Frank Harris's office, the probate judge. It is the same office. He attends 
to the office. 

Question. Have you no knowledge of a key being prepared by Bloodworth that even- 
ing to enter ? 
Auswa\ I have not. 

Question. Did you communicate that knowledge to anybody? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Had you any conversation on that subject with a man named Samnel 
Smith ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Had you any with another named Thomas Corkle ? 
Answer. I do not know any such man in this country. 

Question. Did you see Mr. 'Harris hand the key of the probate judge's office to the 
sheriff that evening in the auction-room ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Have you called attention to that fact by any one since then? 
Answer, I have not. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of where the ammunition was put that was taken 
from the probate judge's office ? 
Answer. 1 have not. 

Question. Did you cooperate with a man named Govan Hopper at anytime, and with 
another named James Bennett ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. In looking up that ammunition f 
Answer. No, sir. ^ 
Question. In searching for it? 
Ansiver. I did not. 
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Question. Have you any knowledge of that ammunition, or how it was taken, out of 
the office ? 
Ansii'd'. None whatever. 

Question. Have yon any knowledge of the time when, and the persons hy whom, a 
man named Addison Bro\tn was killed in this county? 
Jnsice)\ 1 do not know Turn. 

Question. Did you know a man named Anderson Brown ? 

Answer. I have heard of him. I heard he was killed. I could not swear it. 

Question. Where f 

J7isu-ei\ I could not say, because I do not know where he boarded — where he lived. 

Question. Have you no knowledge of when or where he was killed ? 

Answei'. No, sir. I heard the circumstance, of course. I heard Anderson Brown was 
killed, but where or what month it was I could not tell. I suppose the coroner could 
tell. 

Question. About that time were you in company with a man named ^yilliam Colcock ? 
Answer. You mean on that night? 
Question. Yes, sir. 
Answer, In town? 
Question. Any i)lace. 

Answer. Colcock and I room on the same floor, and we might have been together. 
Question, Were you out of town that night ? 
Answer. I was not. 

Question. Was John Hunter in your company on that night that Anderson Brown 
was killed? 

Answer. He also rooms on the same floor, and wo might have been together. 

Question. Wliat night was that? 

Answei\ Upon my word I could not tell you. 

Question. How do you fix the fact that you three were there that night? 
Answer. I did not say so. We room on the same floor. We occupy the upper Ptory 
of Dodson^s dry goods store. He rooms on that floor. 

Question. Did you say on that night you three were here ? 

Ansicer. No, sir; we might have been here for what I know. I do not know. I do 
not know what night he was killed. 

Question. Do you recollect of coming into town, you and Hunter, and Colcock, on the 
morning after Anderson Brown w^as killed just before daylight ? 

Ansiver. Most positively we did not do it; most emphatically we did not do it. I 
did not. I was not w ith them. * 

Question. Where were you that night ? 

Answer. That is a delicate question. 

Question. We want to know ? 

Answer. For a young man and single, he might be in places where he would not 
want to tell w here he was. It is a little delicate. I was in town. I will tell you that. 
That is satisfactory. 

Question. In this town ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; in the corporation limits. 

Question. Was Mr. Hunter with you that night ? 

Answer. I do not know what night it was. 

Question. How do you know you were in the corporation limits ? 
Answer. As far as I know I was in the corporation limits. I am satisfied I was, 
because I remember the circumstance, and I had not been out of town no night. 
Question. What month was Brown killed ? 

Ansicer. I could not tell you, nor the month the office was broken into. 
Question. Was it within six months? 

Ansive)\ I think it was since Christmas ; I paid no attention. 
Question. Was it in January or February? 

Ansiver. I eould not tell. I asked that question this morning, and said I am sum- 
moned before the committee, and I would like to know whether it was February or 
March, or this year or last year, and some one remarked that it was in February. I 
could not tell myself. 

Question. I am inquiring as to the time Anderson Brow^n was killed. Can you say 
whether it was in January or February? 

Ansiver. I could not tell. I could not tell whether it was this year or not, I paid so 
little atvcntiou to it. 

Question. You cannot say whether it was 1870 or 1871 ? 

Answer. I think it was since Christmas. 

Question. Can you say whether it "was in January, February, or March ? 
Answer. I eould not. 

Question. Or April? ^ 

Answer. I could not tell you, I paid no attention. I will not swear when it was, 
because I do not know anything about it. I do not want to swear a lie. I have told 
you I do not know the month. 
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Question. I desire to ascertain, as you propose to account for wliero you were that 
night, as near as I can your idea of how lou<; since that was. 

Answer. I only know the circumstance was on the street the next day, and, if I 
renicniber correctly, the next day was Sunday that I heard it on the streett 1 know 
most emphatically I was in town. I can say that, but I can't tell the date, not i)aying 
attention. 

(Juvtitiou. You say on Sunday you heard it ? 

JuHwcr. No ; but I think so. I paid no attention to it. 

Qtictfiioh. Is your impression pretty strong it was JSunday ? 

Jmainr. My impression is strong on this point : that I was in town at the time An- 
derscm Brown was killed ; I know I had not been out of town. 

Quctition. Do you say now your belief is that it was Sunday when you heard of it ? 
Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Had it occurred the previous night ? 

Answer. I think so ; I think I heard it on the street; we heard that Lot Campbell 
was hung up beside the road, fticing the North Carolina line ; ])rinted on his forehead 

K. K.," and Lot Campbell was living. I heard of Anderson Brown being killed, but 
I can't tell whether it was so or not. 

Question. Had this killing of Anderson Brown excited some attention ? * 

Answer. It did not with me, because we have heard rumors all about of this thing 
and that thing, in these excitable times here. 

Question. \Yas that an event that made no impression on the community at all ? 

Answer. Really, I can't exi)ress the community's feelings ; I can only express my 
own. It did not on mine ; I did not know Anderson Brown ; I never knew the negro 
before. I did not know whether he was a negro or a white man. 

Question. You heard he was killed ? 

Answer. I did. 
• Question. How did you hear ? 

Answer. By rumor on the street. 

Question, In what manner? 

Answer. I just heard it on the street. 

Question. Did you learn that it was by a tree falling on him or by agmi-shot ? 

Answer. I never heard ; I heard the Ku-Klux killed him. 

.Question. Did you hear that Sunday morning ? 

Answir. Yes, sir; I think it was Sunday morning. 

Que^^iion. Did you then hear he was killed by Ku'-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was it the first case that occurred in the county of killing by the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Let me see, who was the first case I heard of ; I do not think he was, but I 
would not swear — I do not think he was. The first case that was killed, reported to be 
by Ku-Klux, was a negro living in the mountains in the edge of Xorth Carolina. Tom 
Koundtree, I think, was. the first. 

Question. How long after that did you hear of Anderson Brown ? 

Answer. I could not tell ; I can't remember when these things happened, and do not 
pretend to renu'mber, because it was none of^ my business here. I supposed the author- 
ities here would attend to it ; they are things I do not meddle with and have not med- 
dled with. Of course, I remember hearing of these things; I remember such a man 
was said to be killed. I heard of another, but never heard his name — a fellow that 
fell in a ditch and broke his neck, way out on Broad River; I can't tell when and 
where it was. I know the times I have been out of town and where. 

Question. Do you belong to any organization whose haiiiug sign is three taps on the 
left ear witli the left hanil ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. And whose reply is the right hand in the pocket thrust out, with the left 
fiiot advanced ? 

Answer. That might be a Masonic sign or might not be. 

Question. Do you belong to any organization which has that hailing sign ? 

Answer. Unless it is Masonry. 

Question. 7'bree taps on the left ear with the left hand ; do you mean to say you be- 
long to any organization which has that ? 
Answer. No, sir, i do not. 

Question. Do you belong to any organization which has for a grip the little fingers 
interlaced and the forefingers on the wrist ? 
Answa\ I do not. 

Question. Do you belong to an organization whose hailing word is " S-a-y," and the 
iei)ly is, " N-o-t-h-i-n-g ?" 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you belong to any organization whose word of distress i^ "Avalanche?" 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Have you ever taken or administered this oath : 
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" I do solemnly swear tbat I will sup port 'and defend the ' Invisible Circle ; ' that I 
will defend onr families, onr wives, our children, anil brothers ; that I will assist a 
brother in distress ; that I will never reveal the secrets of this order, or anything in 
regard to It that may come to my knowledge ; and if I do may I meet a traitor's doom, 
Avliich is DEATH, DEATH, DEATH : So help me God, and so punish me, my brethren.'' 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Have you ever taken or administered that oath ? 
Answer. Not jnst as it is there. 

Question. Have yon ever taken an oath similar in form or substance to that ? 

Answer. The Masonic oath is mighty similar to that. 

Question. You say the Masonic oath is mighty similar to that ? 

Answer. The substance is, except the first part. 

Question. Do you say you have taken an oath similar ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any organization in which an oath is admin- 
istered, the terms of which are very nearly similar to that ? 
A7mcer. That is a question I can't answer. 
Question. Why not? 

Answci\ For this reason : The Masonic order I belong to. I have taken the obliga- 
tion. There ma^y be things almost similar to that. I am bound to that. I can't an- 
swer with reference to that. If you mean any secret' political organization, or with 
reference to the Ku-Klux, I can answer it. 

Question. 1 am asking in reference to this organization, without regard to Masonry. 
The name of the organization is given in the oath. 

Answer. Then I have not. 

Question. The name of this organization is given in this oath — the " Invisible Circle." 
Ansiver. Then I have not. 

Question. What made the impression ou your mind that this is the oath of the Ma- 
sonic order, or anything like it ? 
Ansiver. Well, sir, those are [a pause.] 

Quesion. When you answered that you had not taken an oath exactly similar, did 
you mean you took an oath corresponding in efteet ? 

Answer. I took an oath to support my brother, and all that sort of thing. 

Question. When you answered thajt you did not take an oath exactly like that, did 
you mean similar in effect ? 

Ansiver. I Avill say outside of Masonry I did not. I did not say I did in Masonry, but 
outside of Masonry I did not. 

Question. Have you ever met Govan Hopper in council of any secret organization 
in this county ? 

Answer. I have not ; I do not know that I know the gentleman ; I think I know 
him. Tliere is a family of Hopx^ers above here. I think I know him ; I might know 
him ; I am a druggist- here, and try to know everybody. If I met him, probably his 
face would be familiar. 

Question. Have you no knowledge what<iver of the existence, either in the persons or 
objects, of this organization, commonly known as Ku-K1uk, let its real name be what 
it may ? 

Answer. I joined an order called Ku-Klux ; I do not deny it ; I was initiated in that 
order in 186S. The thing died out, and it never was what it was. I went to Phila- 
delphia immediately afterwards. I waS in Philadelphia, and staid there, and never 
attended another meeting after I wasSnitiated. 

Question. Where were you initiated into the Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. In this town. 

Question. Who initiated you ? 

Anstvet\ So help me God, I could not tell the man. 

Question. Do you mean you did not know the man ? 

Answer. I did not know" the man. It was when they first came around I was initi- 
ated. I never attended another meeting. 
Question. Was he a resident of this town ? 
Answer. I would not swear he was. 
Question. Do you know ? 
Answer. I do not know that he was. 
Question. Do you know who he was ? 

Answer. I do not know who he was. Here is the point : I took an obligation then, 

which,, of course . The thing played out ; it never did come . 

Question. We want to know what that obligation was ? 

Answer. So help me God, I could not tell you ; I was sworn to secrecy. 

Question. Wl^at was its purport ? 

Ansiver. Its purport was, I know, opposition to the Union League and the republi- 
can party ; to break up all the meetings of the Union League, if possible. My chief is 
now a republican leader. 
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Question. Your chief now is? 

Atmcer. I swore I would not tell who initiated inc, hut ho is now a repuhlican 
leader. 

Question. Just a moment ago, yon said you did not know, so heli^ you God, who ini- 
tiated yon f 

Answer. I said I did not know who gave the oath. 

By Mr. Vax Trump : 
Question. lie makes a distinction ? 

Answei: I make the distinction hetween the man who initiated me and the man who 
administered the oath. The man who was my chief, and asked me to join, is a repub- 
lican leader. 

By the Ciiairm.vx : 

Question. You mean the man who was the chief of that Ku-Klux organization? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is now a republican. 

Question. Who is he ? 

Answer. I do not think I can tell that. 

Question. Ijut we require an answer. 

Answei'. I am sworn to secrecy. 

Question. For the public interest we require an answer. 
Answer. Shall I viohtto an oath ? 

Question. That will be for you to determine. The act of Congress which I will read 
to you, it necessary, dom not relieve you from the duty of answering questions that 
may be necessary. 

Answer. Shall 1 violate an oath ? The order are played out. I do not know what it 
is called — whether it was Ku-Klux. I d«id not attend another meeting and the thing 
idayed out. 

Question. You say you do not know whether it was called Ku-Klux or not ? 
Answer. He called' it Ku-KIux, although in initiation I do not know what it was 
called. I could not swear. 

Question. Who else was initiated with you ? 

A)iswer. There is another point where I am sworn to secrecy. I will tell you this 
much — nobody was initiated. 

Question. Who was initiated at the same time? 

Answer. Nobody on the same evening — no one was initiated with me. 
Question. How many persons were present ? 

Answer. I do not know, because the room was dark, and when I -went I found it was 
a differeiit or<]janization from what I thought it was and I did not attend any more 
Question. You say you do not know how many persons were present ? 
Awswer. No, sir, ! do not, because it was dark. 
Question. Was there one man or were there ten? 
Answer. I could not say, sir. 

Question. What building in this town were you initiated in? 
Answer. It was not in a building. 
Question. Where was it ? 

xlnswer. In au old field here ; I will tell yon now it was in a building — told a 
lie there — it was not in an old field, but I do not want to tell now. It jdayed out.* 
Question. So much the easier to let us know all about it. 

Answer. But it is not in existence, and I do not know whether ray obligation is 
stopi)ed or not. Ben. Briggs is the man who initiated me — it was in his house. 
Question. Who is Benjamin Briggs? 
Answer. He i^' our member of the legislature. 
Question. Of the legislature of this State? 
Answer. Yes, sir; from this county. 
Question. Is he residing in this town now ? 
Ansivei'. He lives in the country. 
Question. How near to this town ? 

Answer. I never was at his house. It is not over fifteen miles. 
Question. Who else was with you ? 
Ansiver. No one. 

Question. Was he the man who asked you to be initiated ? 
Answer. He was the man. 

Question. Was he the man you said a little while ago you did not know ? 

Answer. I told you I did not know who administered the oath, and I do not know. 

Question. You say ho initiated you ? 

Answer. I mean he persuaded me to go there, but I do not know who administered 
the oath ; he was my chief. 

Quc'Mon. Was he there at the time? t 
Answer. Ho was. 

Question. So that there were at least you and Briggs and the man who initiated 
you? 
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Ansii-er, Yes, sir. 
Question. Who was be ? 

Answer, I do Dot know. I went straight to my room that very night, and started 
next morning to Philadelphia to attend lectures, and staid there four months, and 
when I got back it was played out. 

Question, Who was this man ? 

Ansiver, I was blindfold myself ; it was dark. 

Question. Was the blindfold taken off? 

Answer, No, sir; not taken off at all. I went right out and went straight to my 
room and went straight off. 

Question, Were you blindfolded through the whole operation ? 
Answer. Yes^ sir ; there was no initiation about it except the oath. 
Question, Repeat it. 

Answer, The substance was this: You are sworn against the Union League; bound 
to secrecy ; and swear that you will do all things in opposition to the Union League 
that you can to break it up ; and also, never to vote for a man for any office that holds 
any position in the Union League. That was the substance of it. 

Question. Were there no instructions given to you about the means by which that 
was to be effected ? 

Answer, None whatever. 

Question, What time in 1868 was that ? 

Ansiver, I do not know. 

Question. AVas that in the summer or spring or fall ? 
Answer, I think it was in October or September; one. * 
Question, Was it before the presidential election ? 

Ansii'e7\ It was before it. 1 was not here at the presidential election. I went to 
Philadelphia; I think it was in September. 

Question, Were you told how many were in the society with you ? 

Answer. No, sir. I left next morning, and I did not know what kind of a company. 
He came to me and said, It is a secret organization got up here, and may be of service 
to you." I said, "Anything of service to me, I am with it." He went on and ex- 
plained, and talked to me and I went there. 

Question. Who was there ? 

Answer, Mr. Briggs. 

Question, Had you no conversation with anybody else f 

Ansiver, None whatever ; because I took the train next morning. 

Question, That one person did all the initiation ? 

Answefi\ Yes, sir; he administered the oath — that is all. I could not remember the 
sign. I could not tell you now. 
Question. Were there signs given ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. The grip was given to me. What it was I can't remember, for I 
went away next day and paid no attention to it. It was not the thing I thought it 
was, and I did not go again. 

Question, You remained in Philadelphia how long? 

Answer. 1 think, four months ; I remained anyhow. I was in Washington, too. I 
came away to Washington to see President Grant inaugurated, and came here and 
have been here ever since. 

Question, Has that organization never been kept in active operation here? 

Answer. It never has been. 

Question, The name of the organization was Ku-Klux? 
Ansiver. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they tell you that was the name of the organization ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; I know it was. 

Question. What was the society established here called? Was it a Klan, or camp, or 
lodge, or what was it ? 

Answer, I am not familiar enough to say. I went away and do not know what was 
done after that. 

Question. Was there any written constitution, or were there any by-laws ? 
Answer, I do not know. I left next morning before I had time to inquire anything 
about it. 

Question. Was there any instruction or explanation as to how the Union League 
would be overcome ? 
Ansiver, No, sir. ^ 
Question, Or what means to be used ? 
Answer, No, sir. 

Question, Do you know the fact of any violence in the year 1868 against the members 
of the Union League ? 

Ansiver, I never heard of any. I do not think there was. Ma^or Briggs can tell. 

Question. Ife not the Ku-Klux which you were initiated into in 1868 the same organ- 
ization which has been riding in disguise and whipping negroes in this country ? 

Ansive^', I do not believe them to be the same. I do not know them to be. 
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Question. How many persons, iu your knowledge liavo been ^vllipl)ed and killed by 
pe;".sons in disguiso in this county f 
An^wir, I do not know. 
Qut'fitioih, lliivo you hoard of any ? 

Juaiccr. Heard of any whipped i I have heard of rumors on the street of whipping, 
but n(»t to my knowledge. 

(Ju('><tion. You do not know whether any of them were true I 

Awsiver. Xo, sir. I heard Captain Hale say the other day ho knew it to bo so, because 
he said he saw their backs, and that was evidence. 

Que^ithn. Where were you the night the county treasury, which was in this building 
in which the committee is sitting, was broken into ? 

^htsuuT. 1 was here in town. 

(Jiiestion, Do you know any of the persons engaged in it ? 
A)isirer. No, sir. 

Question, Were you up that night? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Jnesiion. Up to what time ? 

Answer. 1 was up that night, I expect, until about 2 o'cloek. 

Question. Were you up before the alarm was given ? 

Answer. Xo, sir, I was not. 

Question. Had you bien abed? 

Answer. Yvs, sir. 

Question. Who called you up ? 

Answer. Xo one. I room right here iu sight. 

Question. How far is your store from this place? 

Answer. Just across tlie way. The treasury was in this building. 

Question. Did you see the men who were engaged iu that business? 

Answer. I saw tlumi passing on the street. 

Question. Were they disguised ? 

Answer. They were. 

Question. How ? 

Answer. In various ways. 1 do not know how They were disguised. They had oi 
gowns as a general rule. 

Question. Were they masked ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, their heads were covered. 

Question. Did you go out on the street ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And sec them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were there of them ? 

Answer. I have no idea. I think there was, anyhow, sixty or over. 
Question. Did you kuow any of them ? 
A)isw( r. I did not ; none of them. 

Question. Did you give no sigu of recognition to atiy man on the street that night? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Were you among them yourself at any time? 
Answer. I was not. 

Question. I mean did you go among them ? 
Answer. I did not. 

Qut stion. What part did you take after you discovered the raid was being made on 
the treasury ? 

Answer. When I found out what it was I w^ent back with others. 

Question. Was any effort made here to preveut the raid on the treasury ? 

Answer. Xot to my knowledge. I did not know it was to be on the treasury, or that 
there was going to be a raid at all. I suspected, or was afraid, there w ould be some- 
thing done. 

Question. Were not the men who made the raid on that treasury known here as Ku- 
Klux? 

Answe^\ They were called Ku-Klux. We called them Ku-Klux next day on the 
street. * 
Question. You were initiated into the Ku-Klux in 1863? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say now, that although initiated into the Ku-Klux in 1863, you have no 
knowledge of the Ku-Khix of this year in this county ? 

Answer. I do not. I do not believe it is the same thing. 

Question. Have you ever had the cuj iosity to inquire of Mr. Briggs ? 

Answer. 1 have not, because I did not want to have anything to do with it. 

Question. Have you never had the curiosity to inquire of ilr. Briggs, who was then the 
chief in the society into which you were, initiated, whether this Ku-Klu:ifis tl^e same 
Ku-Klux vou were'iuitiatcd into? 

/ 
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Answer, I have never asked liim about it. Mr. Briggs asked mo once about it him- 
self. 

Question. What did he ask you ? 

Answer. He asked me, or spoke to me about it, aud asked me was this the Ku-Klux 
organization, &c., and I told him I did not kuow whether it was or not, aud I did not 
know. 

Question. He asked you ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. If you were initiated on one night by a man you did not know, and left 
the next morning, how did you find out Briggs was your chief? 
Answer. Because I asked him. 
Question. You called liim your chief ? 
Answer. He told me he was the chief. 
Question. Chief of what ? 
Answe}\ Of the order. 

Question. Did you understand that he was the chief of the order in this county ? 
Anstca\ No ; I did not know whether he was chief of the order in this county or 
not, because I did not kuow whether there was a county organization or not. 
Question. What did you understand ? 
Ansiver. That he was eliief of the crowd. 
Question. How much crowd ? 
Answer. I do not know how much. 
Question. Did he not tell you ? 
Answer. No, sir j I did not ask him. 

Question. Were they anything like the terms of this oath? 

Answer. I could not state what the oath was ; I do not think this is the oath. I 
think the oath specified to do all — I will not say how it was, whether legal or how, 
because I do not remember; but anyway we weins to be in oppositi<m to the Union 
League. That impressed itself on my mind at the time. I cared nothing about the 
Union League ; I was trying to get into a profession. 

Question. Have you condemned the proceedings of the Ku-Klux in this county ? 

Answer. I do think it is wrong. 

Question. Have you condemned them publicly yourself? 
Answer. Some things I have indorsed. 

Question, Did you condemn the raid on the county treasury ? 
Ansicer. I think it was wrong. 
Question. Did you denounce, or rather approve it ? 
Answer. I always have said I thought it was wrong. 
Question. Did you denounce it 1 

Answe)'. You see I am not a public man, and only express my oi)iniou when asked. 
Question. Did you denounce the entrance into the probate judge's office and the tak- 
ing out of the ammuuition ? 



Question. Take this case of Anderson Brown which you have heard of j did you de- 
nounce that as wrong ? 

Ansicer. I do not know whether I did or not, because I did not know what the cir- 
cumstances were, and these others were here. 

Question. Taking it for granted the man was killed by men in disguise, even if a bad 
man, do you think it is right ? 
Answ'er. 1 think it was wrong. I think these cases should come before court. 
Question, Have you undertaken to condemn these Ku-Klux outrages generally, or 
spoken in approval of them, and said you thought it was a pretty good thing ? 

Ansicer, No, sir ; I think I have generally disapproved of them, because I do think 
they are wrong, and anybody would think them wrong that thinks right. 
Question. Was Mr. Hunter a member of that Ku-Klux organization in 1868 ? 
Ansive}\ Not to my knowledge ; he was not in this town at that time. 
Question. Was Mr. Colcock a member of that organization in 1868 ? 
Ansicer. I do not know whether he was or not. 
Question. Was Mr. Bloodwortji a member of it in 1868 ? 
Ansicer. I do not know ; I do not know whether I knew him or not. 
Question. Tell us now in what building you were initiated in this town ? 
Answer. In Major Briggs's own house. 

Question, At first you decliued to give the names of the other persons who were there. 
I return to that point. I want the names of all who were there ? 
Answer, I don't know them ; I never asked. 
Question. Why did you decline at first to give them ? 
Answer. I declined to give the man that initiated me. 
Question. { ask for all that were there ? 
Ansiver. I told you I did not kuow then ; I never asked. 
Question, You say now you do not know ? 



Answer. I did say that 
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Ausiver. I say now I do not know. 

(Jtieaiiot). Have you no knowledge of tbo men who were there the night you were 
initiated ? 
Aimco'. I have not. 
QHefiiioiK You did not in'iuirc? 
Answer. I did not. 

Qne-stion. How many voices participated in the ceremony ? 

Ansicer. Only one. 

Qnvstiou. Was there no response f 

Ansivcv. None bnt mine. 

Quesfio)}. None aronndthe room? 

Answer. None at all. 

Question. "Was Mr. Briggs there ? 

A)iswer. He was. 

Qnestlon. What part did he take ? 
Answer. He jnst took me in, nnd that was all. 
Question. Did he introduce you to the presiding officer? 
Answer. I do not know who was the presiding officer. 
Question. The man who swore you. 

Answer. I suppose he was the presiding officer; I received no introduction. 
Question. Were yon sworn to secrecy ? 
Answer. I was. 

Question. Under what penalty ? 

Answer. I do not know what x^enalty ; I do not believe there was any 
Question. What were yon to keep secret ? 
Answer. The secrets of the organization. 

Question. You say now you do not remember either the sign, the pass-word, or the 
giip? 

Answer. No, sir, I do not, for I went to Philadelphia and I eared nothing about it. I 
had just joined the Masons before that, in 1868, and I liked that organization, and I 
thought it was something similar to that ; but when I found it was not, I went out 
and everybody else, I think,, found the same thing. 

Question. Did you never inquire the next spring whether the organization was kept 
up f 

Answer. I knew it was not kept up. 

Question. How did you know without inquiring. Did you inquire of Mr. Briggs 
whether it was ki^pt up ? 

Answer. I do not remember whether I inquired, but a man would know things of the 
kind — a man would know whetlier the lodge of Masons is kept up without inquiring. 

Question. Did you ever in^]uire whether they were kept up f 

Ansirer. I do not remember, but I know it was not. 

Question. You kriow you did not attend? 

Answer. I did net attend. 

Question. Did you ever ask Mr. Briggs whether they were kept up ? 
Answer. I know it was not, because if it had he could not have left and joined the 
Union League, as he did here ; he says he did. 
Question. Has he since joined the Union League ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 know that fact. 
(,)»f's/jo«. You know that? 

Answer. No, sir, I take that backj but I heard him say he had joined the Union 
League. 

Question. AYhen was he elected to the legislature from this county ? 
Answer. The last term ; his time expires this fall two years. 
Question. On which ticket was he elected? 
J »6!iTr. The republican ticket. 

Question. You never inquired of him, since you returned in the spring of 1869, whether 
that organization was kept up or not? 

Answer. I have not, for this reason, I suppose : Major Briggs and I had a little per- 
sonal difficulty, but it is now over. We were a little distant towards each other for 
some time, not on politics at all, even before I went away. 'W^ell, it is smoothed over 
now, and we are friends. 

Question. Before you went away ? 

Answer. Before I went away the second time. I went away the second time and 
came home. 

Question. In 1869 ? 
. Answer. Yes, sir. I stayed here until the fall of 1869, and went again. 

Question. When you caine home you and he were on good terms ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the first time. 

Question. Having been initiated the night before you left into this organization, did 
you make no inquiry of him? 
Ansicer. No, sii\ 
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Question. He was the only man you know who had any connection with it ? 
Atiswer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How do you know it had not heen kept up. 
Answer. I never eoukl hear of anything ahout it. 
Question. You never inquired of him ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. He was the only man you knew who belonged to it ? ^< 

Answer. I say I met the man, but I never wanted to know. 

Question. Do you say, with your knowledge, this organization is not kept up ? 

Answer. I do not believe it is, or he eould not have joined the Union League. 

Question. You say you were initiated one night and left, next morning, and that he 
was the only man you knew in it, and you know it was not kept up ? 

Answe>\ You might as well say about the Red Brotherhood in Ohio ; a man talked tc 
me about that. 

Question. But how do you know it is not kept up ? 

Answer. I do not know, but I do not believe it was. 

Question. To what do you attribute this whipping of negroes and republicans ? 
Answer. I do not know and do not want to know anything about it. That is the 
whole truth of the niatter. 

Question. You arc sure you know nothing about it ? 
'Answer. I am sure, so help me God, I do not know anything about it. 

By Mr. Stevenson. 
Question. Have you ever worn a disguise ? 
Ansicer. I have not. 
Question. Or mask ? 

Answer. I have not, unless you call a blindfold a mask. I have worn that. 
Question, You wore a blindfold when you were initiated ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. ; 

Question. What was done with you when you were initiated? 
Answer. I left the room immediately afterward. 
Question. But during the initiation ? 

Answer. I was just led in and the obligation was given to me and I left. 
Question. Led in by whom ? 
Answer. By Major Briggs. 
Question. Who blindfolded you ? 
Answer. He did. 

Question. You were led in blindfolded, initiated, led out again, and went away. 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I went away. 

Question. And you do not know how many people were present. 

Answer. I do not, and I did not want to know. 

Question. Did you hear other persons in the room ? 

Ansicer. I heard onlj^ the man that swore me. 

Question. Did you not hear any motions ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was the room lighted or dark ? 

Ansicer. I do not know, because I was blindfolded. 

Question. You could not tell, if blindfolded, whether you were in a lighted room or a 
dark room ? 

Answer'. I expect there was a candle there, but I do not know. I should not be sur- 
prised. 

Question. Could you not hear other persons moving in the room ? 
Answer. Not a word was said or a thing done. 
Question. Not a motion made ? 
Answer. Not a motion made. 

Question. You testify that everything was perfectly still ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where is the house ? 

Answer. Dr. Walker lives in it. 

Question. Where is it ? . t 
Ansicer. Do you know where Rawlinson^s Hotel is-? 
Question. Yes. 

Answer. There is a little alley just above it, and it is the next house. 
Question. Was it day-time or night ? 
Answer. Night. 

Question. What time of night ? 
Answer. It was after night. 

Question. You were not^here at the presidential election ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question You say you talked to Mr. Briggs when you came back ? 
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Jnm'cr, I may Imve talked witli him. 
Q(u,stiou. Aboiit this order ? 

AiiMurr. No, sir ; I do not know whether I did or not. I don't think I did. I can't 
remember of these thin<j;s. I wonld not like to swear positively. 
(Jm^tion. Who else l)elong to the order ? 
AuHwer. I do not know. 
Q)(CHthn.pU\ you make no inquiry ? 



(Jucstion. You joined an order and yon took an oath involving secrecy, and yet you 
did not know more than one man who helonfijed to it? 
Annwcr. I <lid not. 
Question. And you did not inquire? 

^lihsHcr. I did not inquire, because I expected to find out, and as I was going away 
the next morning, the understanding was that it might be of some benefit to me. I 
to(»k it and went away and never heard of it any more. 

Qncsilon. Did ^Mr. Biiiggs know you w^ere going away? 

Jvswer. Yes, sir, he did ; I suppose he did. 

Qntsiion. Plow was it to benefit you ? 

Anmer. That is what I do not know, unless in traveling. 

Question. AVas it in view of your going away it was thought it might be of some 
benefit to you ? 
An.siver. I did not ask him. 
Question. Give us the conversation. 
Answer. I can't tell you, for my life. 
Question. Whi^.t had you been talking about ? 
Answer. I can't tell you. 

Question. Had you been talking about your going away ? 
Answer. I (hm't know whether we had or not. 
Question. Did lie know you were going away ? 
Ausieer. I suppose he did. 

Question. How ? ^ 
Ansirer. We were very intimate, and are to-day. 
Question. How long before had you planned your trip ? 

AnswtT. It was always known I was studying medicine, an.d intended to go to lec- 
tures at Philadelphia. I bought a scholarship the year before. 

Question. Was it known how you were going there, and not expecting to be back 
pending the canvass and election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Thereupon, that being known to you both, and you being very intimate, he 
told you he wanted to initiate you into an organization which might be of some benefit 
to you ? 

xlnswer. Y(>s, sir. 

Question. And you assented without knowing who else belonged to it ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. Of course he was my intimate friend, almost my adviser, and is 
to-day ; and I would take his advice about it, although we differed in politics. 
Question. Did you enter into that or any similar organization in Philadelphia? 
Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you see any of the brethren here at any other point ? 
Ansirer. I have not. 

Question. Do you mean to be understood as testifying that you have been mixing up 
Masonry with Ku-Klux down here ? 

Answer. No, I wanted the distinction made. It was understood I belonged to the 
Masons. 

Question. You did not seem to know the difference between the oath read to you and 
the oath of Masonry. 

Answer. .There are some portions of that oath may be in the oath of Masonry ; some 
part of that oath is a good thing. The first i>art is about the ''Invisible Circle," and I 
did not belong to any such organization. 

Question. Do you belong now to any order which is called Ku-Klux by anybody? . 

Answer. I do not, most emphatically. 

Question. I do not mean by yourself, but anybody? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Not by the members of it ? 
Answer. I <lo not. 
Question. By any outsiders ? 
Answei'. I do not. 

Question. Do y(ni belong to any order to which the suspicion of Ku-Klux is attached ? 
An8we7\ I do not. 

Question. Who does belong to the Ku-Klux here ? * 
Answer. I do not know. 
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Question. Do yon deny that the Ku-Klux exists in this town ? 

Answer. I do not know anything about it ; so help me God, I do not know. 

Question. Have yon no opinion on that subject ? 

Answer. A man may have an opinion. I know acts have been committed by some- 
body, but I do not know what kind of order. It may be called Ku-Klux, or anything, 
but 1 do not belong to it. 

Question. What do they call themselves? 

Answer. I do not know. I do not know anything about their organization or order. 
By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. You say this man Briggs, who persuaded you into this organization or order, 
is now a republican^ representative of this county in the State legislature ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Does he live in town here ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he lives out of town ; he used to live in town where Dr. Walker 
lives. He sold the house. 

Questio7i. You do not know exactly the name of that organization ? 
Ansicer. I think it was called Ku-Klux. 
Question. Was it called " Council of Safety f ' 
Answer. I think not. 
Question. Sir? 

Ansicer. I do not know what it was. I think that the common term was Ku-Klux. 
Question. Was that term mentioned that night ? 
Answei'. I do not know ; I do not know. 

Question. Was it mentioned by Briggs in persuading you to join them ? 
Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you get the idea that it was called Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I do not know, for my life, but somehow^ I got it. 

Question. As between the two names, Ku-Klux and "Council of Safety," which wasit ? 

Answer. 1 would not speak right positively. I got the impression it was Ku-Klux. 
I may have got it from.tliis way, that everybody called Ku-Klux ; you could hear of it 
in Tennessee, in Kentucky, and everywhere — Ku-Klux, Ku-Klux ; everything of the 
kind. 

Question. You joined it with the impression that it was Ku-Klux ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir, I thought it was Ku-Klux. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. With what party was Mr. Briggs acting in 1868 ? • 

Answer. The democratic party. 

Question, Supporting Seymour and Blair ? 

Answer. I do not believe they ever canvassed — Seymour and Blair — yes. he was. 
Question. You gave us the name yourself, that it was a society called Ku-Klux, 
Ansicer. Yes, sir ; that was my idea ; I do not know that he called it that name. 
Question. Who told you they were in Kentucky and Tennessee ? 
Answer. I saw it in the paper. 

Question. Did he not tell you it was a large society, extending to those States? 
Answer. I have no knowledge, exceiDt in the papers, the Ku-Klux were there. 
Question. Had you seen in the papers in 1868 that there were Ku-Klux in Kentucky ? 
Answe7\ I did not say Kentucky. Does Brownlow live in Kentucky ? 
Question. Is that your impression, that Brownlow lives in Kentucky ? 
Answer. Where is he from? It is Tennessee— some of these Western States. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 

Question. Do you mean that wherever Brownlow lives is the State where there were 
Ku-Klux ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is where I heard there was Ku-Klux. 



YoRKviLLE, South Carolina, July 24, 1871. 
RUFUS B. McLAIN sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Do you live in this place ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How long have you lived here ? 
Answer. I w^as born here. 
Question. How old are you ? 

Answer. Twenty-three on the 27th of last January. 
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Qucsiion. What is your occupation ? 

Answer. I am a mocha nic. 

Question. What kind of a mechanic ? 

Answer, I am a wlieclwiight. I make bodies and carriage parts. 
Question. Do yon belong to any organization in this county whoso hailing sign is 
three taps on the left ear with the left hand ? 
Answer. I do not, sir. 

Question. Po you know whether there is any organization in this country that has 
that sign, and which gives for the rejdy the right hand on the pocket with the left foot 
advanced ? ^ 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know anything about the organization that the people call Ku-Klux ? 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Have you ever taken an obligation in any secret association in this county, 
that you know of, whose oi)eration is outside of benevolent purposes ? 
Answer. J have not, sir ; only this Templar^s lodge. 
Question. That is a benevolent organization ? 
Answer. It is the Good Templar's lodge. 

Question. Have you ever stated to any one your knowledge about the hanging of 
Captain Williams ? 
Ansiver. I have not. 
Question. Never to any one ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have never given any account of how it was done ? 
Answer. I do not know anything about it. 

Quesiion. Did you hear of Captain Williams being hung in this county ? 
Answer. Certainly, I did afterwards. 
Question. What time did that occur ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. I did not ask what^'day of the month, but how long since ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Was it six months ago ? 

^Answer. I can't tell you. 

Question. Was it a year ago? 

Ansivei'. I do not know. 

Question. Was it within eighteen months? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not know. I never t^icd. to keep posted on such business. 

Question. You heard of it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. like everything else. 

Question. Can you recall whether it w^as this year or last year that you heard it? 
Answer. Of course it must have been this year, I suppose ; I don't know^ I would not 
swear positively whether it was or not. i 
Question. I ask for your impression when it occurted. 
Answer. I can't tell you. 

Question. Have you no idea, whether is was January or February ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. March or April ? 

Ansiver. None at all. 

Question. May or Juno? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Taking the time running back from this month to January, have you no 
knowlt;dge whether that nmrder or hanging of Captain Williams occurred in June or in 
May ? 

Ansicer. I do not. 

Question. In April or March ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. In February or January ? 
Answer. I do not. 
• Question. In December or November of the previous year ? 
Answer. I do not know. 

Question. You cannot fix the time? ' 

Answer. No, sir; I don't have any idea when it was. • 

Question. What was the account you heard? 

Answer. I just heard he was hung. 

Quesiion. Was he a white or black man ? 

Answer. He must have been a negro from my understanding. 

Question. Did you learn whether he was or not? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not learn whether he was a negro or not. 

Question. How did he get his title of captain ? 

Anstcer. I do not know. 
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Question. Had ho been in the confederate army? 
Answer. I do not know whether he had or not. 
Question, Did you learn nothing about that ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You do not know w^hether he was a captain of a negro company, or in the 
confederate service ? 
An8wci\ I just heard it was Jim Williams, captain of a company. 
Question. What company ? 

An8%ver. Of the militia, I suppose. I cannot say, for I never saw him 
Question. Have you said to any one that you were there ? 
Answe7\ No, sir ; I never did, because I was not there. 
Question. I ask you now whether you said yon w^ere there ? 
Answer. 1 did not. 

Question. Have you never boasted that you were there ? 
Answer. 1 never did. 

Question. You say you were not there and do not know anything about it ? 
Answer. I do. 

Question. Do you know anything about the occurrence of taking cartridges from the 
probate judge's office in this place ? 
Answer. I do not. 

Question. Were you about the court-house at the time that occurred ? 
Answei'. 1 was not, sir. I was up street nntil about 9 o'clock. 

Question. At the time that a man named Harris, and another. Smith, and a third, 
Corkle, and perhaps another man, were carrying a box out of the court-house yard, 
where were you standing ? 

Answer. I was at home. 

Question. You were at home ? 

Answer. Of course ; I was not up street that night after 9 o'clock. 
Question, Did you see those men carry that box out ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you ever heard of it before ? 

Ansicer. No, sir. 

Question. Never heard of it ? 

Ans^ver, No, sir. 

Question. You say you went to your house at 9 o'clock ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Smith and myself went home after 9 o'clock. • 
Question. Which Smith ? * 
Answer. Sam. Smith. 

Question. You say Smith was not there to assist in carrying the cartridges ? 
Answer. He and me went home together. He lives this side of me. I went on 
down home. 

Question'. The night this occurred ? 
Ansieer. Yes, sir. • 
Question. What night was that ? 
Anstver. 1 cannot tell. 
Question. What month? 

Ansicer. 1 caunot tell. I was np street until 9. I told my wife I would be at home 
early that night, and I had just bid Smith good-night at the gate, and walked right 
down home, and I heard of it next morning. That is all I ever heard about it. 

Question. You heard nothing about it ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where were you the night the treasury was broken into? 
Answer. I was in town, at my father-in-law's. 
Question. Were you wakened np in the night ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were' you amoug the jieople who broke into the treasury ? 
Answer. I was not in town that night. I was in town, but I was not up street, 
because I hadn't been married but a month or two, and was at home. 
Question. Did you know a man named Addison Brown ? . 
Answer. No, sir ; I have heard of it. 

Question. Did you never get any information about how he was killed ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Either from Hunter or Tomlinson ? 
'An8wei\ No, sir. 

Question. Were you initiated in the Ku-Klux at any time ? 

Answer. I never was, sir. I do not know anything about them at all. 

Question. Were you at a meeting in Mr. Briggs's house in this place in 1868, which 
Mr. Tomlinson attended ? 

Ansxcer. I was living at Rock Hill in 1868. I had been liviug there, and was since 
shortly before the war. I was born right here in this town. My father went to Rock 
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Hill to work. I weut to the war. I eamo back and lived at Rock Hill until about 
eigliteeh months ago. 

Question, Then you moved here ? 

Aimvvr. Y'es, sir ; eighteen months or two years; mayl)e it was April two years 
ago. 

Question. You were not living here in 13CS ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

(Inestion. hut were you here at a meeting at that time ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything of the organization of what is called Ku-Klux in 
this State, in 18l)8 ! 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

^Jupfition. Or at any time since that? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Do you know anything of the Invisible Circle ?" • 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Have you never been present at a meeting ? 
Ansicer. X^o, sir. 

Question. Have you ever heard this oath either taken by yourself or administered to 
anybody else ? 

I do solemnly swoar that I will support and defend the ^ Invisible Circle j ' that I 
will defend our families, our wives, our children, and brothers ; that I will assist a 
brother in distress ; that I will never reveal the secrets of this order, or anything in re- 
gard to it that may come to my knowledge ; and if I do, may I meet a traitor^s doom, 
which is death, death, death : So help me God, and so punish me my brethren." 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. You never heard that oath before ? 
Answer. X^'o, sir. 

Question. Xor one similar in terms to that? 
Ansicer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Have you never heard it administered to any one t 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of any organization in this county which is pop- 
ularly known as tho Ku-Klux, and to which is attributed the whipping of negroes and 
the killing of men in disguise ? 

Answer, Xo, sir ; I have not. 

Question. Have you no knowledge of them whatever ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of who the men were who broke open the treas 
ury here that night ? 
Answer. 1 have not. 

Question. Had you no knowledge before that night that it was going to happen ? 
Answer. ±so, sir. 

Question. Has no one told you he participated in that ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Were you at a conference of parties in McCafirey's store the night before tha 
ammunition was taken from the probate judge's office ? 
Answer. Xo, sir. 

Question. Did you meet parties there? 
Answer. Xo, -sir. 

Question. Did you meet Mr. Bloodworth, and Harris, and Owens there that night ? 
Ansiver. Xo, sir. 

Question. You had no conference with them about the taking of that ammunition f 
Answe7\ Xo, sir. 

Question. Did you condemn or approve of these acts of taking the ammunition from 
the probate judge's office, and the breaking into the treasury here ? 

Answe)'. I had nothing to say about it iu no way, so far as I was concerned. I never 
heard of it until next morning. It did not concern me. 

Question. When you lirst heard of it, did you say whether it was right or not ? 

Answei'. Xobody ever asked me. 

Question. What is your opinion ? 

Aimvcr. I cannot say. 

Question. Have you an opinion about it? 

Anstcer. X^'o, sir. 

Question. Have you none down to this day ? 
Aimcer. Xo, sir; I have none at all. 

Question. When you heard of the murder and hanging of thesemen, did you. have any 
opinion about it ? 

Ansiver. X'^o, sir ; I never expressed my opinion. I never have had any. 
Question. When you heard of the whipping of men in the country, did you have any 
opinion about it ? 

81t 
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Answer, No, sir. 

Qiiestion. Have you no opinion about it yet ? 

Anstver, No, sir; I have no ox>inion about it wbatever. 

Question, As a general rule, did you yourself condemn unlawful violence here ? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. I do not know liow to answer the question. 

Question. When you bear of a man beinf:^ taken from liis bed at night, and whipped 
by men in disguise, have you no opinion as a citizen as to whether that is a good thing 
for the community to tolerate, or a bad thing ? 

Answer. I have no oi^inion about it at all. 

By Mr. Stevexsox : 
Question. You say you lived, in 1868, at Rock Hill ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 
Question. Is that in this county ? 
Anstver. Yes, sir ; fifteen miles below here. 
Question. Did you see a band of disguised men there ? 
Ansicer. No, sir ; I did not. 

Question. Do not you know a band mustered there in 18G8 ? 
Ansiver. 1 do not. 

Question, Have you not heard of it ? 
Ansiver, Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you hear of it at that time ? 
Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. How many were there f 
Answer. I don't know. 
Question. Did you not hear ? 
Answer. I did not. 
Question. Were you with them ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question, You were not in that band ? 
Anstver. No, sir ; I was not. 
Question. W^ho were they ? 
Answer, Who was what ? 
Question. Who were they ? 
Answer, I cannot tell you. 
Question, Who was the leader ? 
Answer. I cannot tell you. 
Question, Have you never heard ? 
Ansiver. No, sir. 

Question. You never heard anybody named as belonging to it ? 
Anstver. No, sir. 

Question. Did you not hear that Iredell Jones was the leader ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Did you know him ? 

Answer. I have known him from a very young man j from a boy I have know^u Iredell 
Jones. 

Question. \\as he considered the leader of the Ku-Klux ? 
Answer, I never heard whether he w^s or not. 

Question, Did you never hear his name mentioned in connection with the Ku-Klux ? 
Anstver. I never did, sir. 

Question, You sw^ear now that you do not belong to them ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; I do. 

Question. Do you not know that in 1868 they prevented a large number of people 
from voting in that precinct ? 
Anstver, 1 do not know any such thing. 
Question, Did you never hear of it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question, Yet you lived there ? 

Ansiver, Yes, sir, I lived in Rock Hill. I was there at the time when the election you 
speak of— the election of President, was it ? 
Question. Yes, sir. 

Answei\ I was marshal at that time under Mr, , some man in Columbia on tht 

polls that day of the election. 

By Mr. Van Trump : 
Question, Hubbard? 

Answer, Mr. Hubbard had somebody appointed there, a large man from Columbia 
He had twelve of us deputized on duty that day, and, in fact, he kept me on there fof 
a month or two. 
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By Mr. S rE\TENSON : 

ih^rnSil^'^ ^'"'"'"^ aDyof tlio organization that we imported into the county 
An»wet\ ]S"o, sir, I did not. 
Qncstiofu Have you ever worn a disuse ? 
Answer. I have not. • 
Question. Or a mask ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
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